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DUR MONTHLY
COMMENT

1981 is drawing to an end, a year ‘full of

trials for Vietnam, but through these

. trials we stand up as a stead fast and firm State.

Let us remember the storms which began to as-
sail the Vietnamese in 197

1978 was the third consecutive year with big
natural calamities, a year of floods resulting in
heavy losses: 3 million tons of food. US aid in
South Vietnam had run dry in 1975. The country
still bore many unhealed wounds of war. Pol Pot’s
military attacks in the south-west became blatant
and larger in scale. China bared her policy of hos-
tility against Vietnam: she concocted the story of
“ill-treated and ostracized Hoa people” to dis-
rupt Vietnam, withdrew her experts, cut off her
aid and attacked Vietnam early in 1979.

Vietnam’s help 1o Kampuchean patriots to era-
dicate genocide and wriggle out of Beijing’s con-
trol was construed as an aggression. The Vier-
namesc leaving thetr cauntry (among them many of

“Hoa descent) owing to Beijing and Western pro-
paganda or hard post-war life was distorted as a
sign of human rights' violation.

At that time the Carter US Administration shi ft-
ed to a policy of creating tension in the world and
Sfound in the Chinese rulers a new prop in its at-
tack against the forces of socialism and national-
liberation movements of which Vietnam is the sym-
bol in Southeast Asia. Under the influence of
Beijing and Washington a campaign was launched .
to isolate Vietnam in the world arena to the utmost
degrec. The good relations set up by Vietnam with
the ASEAN  countries began to frecze. Most
Western countries and Japan curtailed every eco-
nomic co-operation with Vietnam. Many inter-
national organizations, including the United Na-
tioins of which Vietnam had become a member, also
toed this line under US pressure and naturally the
impending normalisation of relations barzveen Hanoi

. and Washington was also postponed.



T{ze difficulties at home and abroad seemed 10
SJrustrate all that ccas brought by the 1975 resound-
ing victory liberation of the South and national
reunification.

However, having gone through many dif ficulties
since the August 1945 Revolution, Vietnam “calmly
dealt with the situation. The people closed ranks
around their leaders, determined to achieve the
goals of the nation: to defend their independence
and build socialism in all circumstances. We took
persevering and resolute steps. At home, we mobiliz-
ed all forces to maintain production, redressed our
shortcomings in economic management, strengthened
our national defence and ensured order and secu-
rity. Abroad, we tightened our special relations
with neighbouring Laos and Kampuchea, and did
our utmost to help Kampuchea so as to boost the
recovery of this suffering and heroic nation,
together. with the other socialist countries and all
people of good will in the world. Step by step a
reality appeared in Southeast Asia which nobody
can deny — the group of Indochinese countries
sharing a common political ideal. Vietnam’s foreign
policy so far orientated to the community of socialist
countries is all the more impelled in the new cir-
cumstance, the all-round co-operation with the So-
viet Union firmly ensuring the existence and
growth of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

The happenings in Vietnam and Kampuchea have
gradually awakened realist minds and repelled
hostile manoeuvres. The slanderous allegations about
Vietnam's violation of human rights have come a
cropper. The  flow of “boat people” has greatly
decreased and would cease but for US measures to
induce them to leave by sea,; meanwhile we have
correctly carried out our co-operation with Lhe
UNHCR allowing people to leave according to
law and order. Very recently, the US charge sup-
ported by China that Vietnam used toxic chemical
in Laos and Kampuchea has also failed when the
group of UN experts in charge of the invesligation
reported that there are no grounds for that accusa-
tion.

We have time and again affirmed that the situa-
tion in Kampuchea is irreversible, and this has
been born out by the realities of life. So many
“rainy season counter-attacks” by the Khmer
Rouge have come to nothing and these Pol Pot
remnants would be no more had not it been for
Thailand's protection. The administration of the
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Pcople’s Republic of Kampuchea is being consoli
daled. This recovering country has @ Constitution,
an cfficient State apparatus, and will gradually
develop a fully fledged economic structure.

Several conferences of the three Indochinese

Joreign ministers have successively put forward.

many initiatives to settle the tension and instability
in Southeast Asia the origin of which has to be
found in the Chinese rulers’ policy of expansion
and hegemony. The sincerity of the Indochinese
countries for good relations with the ASEAN
countries has been more or less understood by many
circles in Southeast Asia. On the other hand, Bei-

Jing and also Washingion’s moves to incite con front-

ation or maintain the -tension in Southeast Asta
have prompted many politicians in the ASEAN
countries to ask themselves whether thetr wishes —
peace and stability in the area — are served by
these moves. Their concern increased when in 1981
US Secretary of State Alexander Haig visited
Beijing and the Reagan Administration allowed
China to buy dangerous lethal weapons, and when
Zhao Ziyang refused to cut of f China’s ties with
the Maoist rebels in the Southeast Asian countries.

While gathering the reactionary Kampuche@tpen

forces in exile with a view to opposing the Heng
Samrin Administration, the ASEAN countries have
certainly realized that China would not withdraw
support for the blood-thirsty Khmer Rouge, whom
they abhor. Anyhow these efforts at going against
the trend of history and the interests of the Kam-
puchean people’ cannot materialize. Meanwhile,
what can be done to ensure the interests of all
Southeast Asian countries, for peace and stability
in the area i precisely to advance toward a con-
ference between the two groups of countries—Indo-
china and ASEAN — to sign the agreements pro-
posed by the Indochinese foreign ministers.

Gone are the days when Vietnam was besmeared
and driven into isolation. Our goodwill and our
devotion to real humanrights, peace, friendship and
co-operation between nations are being recognized
by public opinion at large, while signs have ap-

peared of increasing changes in the attitude of

many countries toward the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam. 1982 will certainly confirm this good
trend for the interests of Vietnam as well as of
peace in Southeast Asia and the world.

25 December 1981
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GOVERNMENT REPORT AT

NATIONAL

ASSEMBLY

IMPLEMENTATION

OF 1981

STATE  PLAN: INITIAL

BUT VERY SIGNIFICANT UPWARD TREND OF ECONOMY
1982 PLAN: NEW PROGRESS PREDICTED

On December 21, :981, at the second sesston of the 7th National Assembly,

Vice Chairman ()f

\ X oo
ning Commission

the Council of Ministers and Chairman of the State Plan-
Nguven Lam presented the government report on the imple-

mentation of the 14%1 State plan and the orientation. tasks and targets of the
1982 plan. Following is the gist of his report :

1. On the implementation of 1981 plan

1981 saw the enforcement throughout the country

of the new system of economic managemeny

consisting of the  gradual abolition of the

old systemn of admiuistrative and non-profit
accounting management and giving due attention to
loss-profit accounting, implementating several new

economic policies including the use of economic
incentives such as the allocation of fixed quotas to
each working group and farmer in the agricultural
co-operatives (1); assignment of unchanged quotas for
the remittance of food to the. State over a number
of years; readjustment of the prices of agricultural
produce bought by the State; broadening of the
autonomy of the factories ; broadening of the piece-
rate payment system; granting of bonuses for
increased productivity in industry; broadening of
the localities’ autonomy in the field of export and

import...

These policies have brought about initial results.
Important successes have been obtained in many
areas of agriculture. Food output reached the target
of 15 million tons, 620,000 tons more than 1980,
making 1981 the record vear so far with regard to
food output.

No 1 _ 1982

The area of short-term industrial plants was
up by 1.8 % over 1980. In particular, soyabean output

has doubled.

In stockbreeding, the increase was 4.5 7 for the
number of pigs; 2.7 % for buffaloes and 76.3 % for

cows and oxen, .

Food purchases by the State totalled 2.5 million
tons (includin'g rice and other foodstuffs converted
into rice equivalent). Sizeable increases have been
recorded in the purchase of many crops:f14/°{ for
peanuts, 74 % for sugar cane, 15 % for tobacco, 2 ¥
for jute, 4 % for reeds, 19 % for pigs, 26 ¥ for fresh-
water fish..

Industrial production has reached

target  and
represents a slight increase over 1980, Production of
localindustries increased by 7%, small industries and
handicrafts by 7%, electricity by 4.4 %, coal by 1.7,
tin by 2.7%, cane sugar by 33 %, canned food by 23%,
cigarettes by 41.8 %.

The tempo of construction has been stepped up

at key projects such as the Bim Son and Hoang
Thach cement plants, the Lam Thao phosphate fer-

1. See Vietnam Courier, Nos. 2 and 3-1987,



tilizer plant, the Vinh Phu paper mill, the Hanoi
and Nha Trang spinning mills, the sevvice installa-

tions at the Vuag Tauw oil prospecting site...

work, mother and
continued to make

Education, culture, health
child care and sports activities
héadway.

However, many industries and services still fall far

below the targets under the 1981 plan, and the eco-

nomic situation and the people’s life still present
many difficulties.

The cultivated area inthe South dropped by
230,000 hectarcs compared with 1980, the output of
subsidiary food crops dropped by 220,000 tons Produc-
tion of some essential goods such as textiles, garments,
writing paper, sleeping mats, bicycle parts and rme-
dicines — has decreased. So has the whole of the
State-run industrial sector. Exports reached only 88 %
of the quotas and the trade deficit remains big. The
plan for capital construction investments was only
go % achieved and the ineffectual use of the con-
struction funds drags on. The transport program was
achieved by only 83 % in terms of tonnage and 78 %

‘in terms of tonne-kilometres. The prolonged slop-

piness of the transport service has adversely affected
production and life.

With regard to the circulation and distribution of
goods although substantial progress has been made in
the purchase of food and agricultural produce due to
the fail in the production of many essential goods
coupled with bad management of the market, goods
remmain scarce, causing price fluctuation and more
difficulties in the people’s life. Some ‘readjustments
have been made to prices but the ineffectual organi-
sation to enforce these readjustments has led to many
negative developments.

II. Orientation and tasks of 1982 plan

In 1682 it is necessary to effect a real turn for the
better of the economic-social situation and stay the
downhill trend in some respects, while concentrating
forces to develop production along with organizing
better circulation and distribution in order to stabilize
and initially improve the people’'s life, thus laying
the groundwork fer stronger development in the
19811935 five-year plan to be adopted by the sth
Congress of the Party.

The fundumental tasks of the 1932 State plan are:

To concentrate on developing agricultural produec-
tion and to strive to boost further the production of
consumer goods with a view 1o ensuring self-suffi-
ciency in fvod for the whole society, meeting the
essential needs of the people in clothing, study, medi-
cal care and trapsportation, and increasing exports:
to recrganize production, capital construction and
transport and communication; to continue socialist
transformation in the South, consolidate and
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improve the socialist relations of production
in the North, to consolidate and strengthen .socialism
throughout the country; to consolidate national
defence, ensure political security and social order
and safety while continuing to discharge well onr
interpational tasks,

In order to achieve these fundarmnental tasks, it is
necessary

1. To uphold the sense of self-reliance: to build
our life by the sweat of our own brows, to spend
only within the limit of what we have and what
we produce. The foremost task is to strongly devel-
op agricultural production, especially food produc-
tion, and to ensure the quotas of food remittance to
the State: to boost the production of nct only rice
but also subsidiary food crops and vegetables and
beans. The heavy industries (electricity, coal, engi-
necring, chemicals, fertilizers) must do their best for
agricultural production, for the production of con-
sumer goods and exports. Special efforts must be
made to increase the capacity of the transport and.
communication service.

2. To take important steps in the reorganisation of
the economy according to an order of priority, first-
ly by concentrating materials, raw materials, energy,
transport and capital on the production of food and
foodstuffs. To reorganize capital construction in such
a way as to ensure the balance between accumula-
tion and consumption, and in conformity with the
capabilities in materials and capitaljto ensure the puild-
ing tempo of the key projects of the State according
to schedule, then the major projects of the services
and localities. The organisation and activities of all
b-anches must be streamlined in order to suit’ the
capabilities and demands of the economy.

3. To take a positive and firm step in the rational
use of the social work force, and redistribute the
work force in cach locality and on the national
scale.

4. To boost exports is both an urgent and long-term
strategic task. The State exercises centralised control
over imports and exports, at the same time encoura-
ges all branches of activity and localities to proinote
exports in order to ieet part "of their imports, to
expand economic relations with forcign countries
first of all with the Soviet Union and the other coun-
tries in the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance,

. as. well as with Laes and Kampuchea.

s To continue socizlist transformation in the Scuth,
to complete the redistribution of land in the Mekong
River delta and on the basis of the new land
ownership by the peasanis, 10 accelerate the pace of
involving them in collective production. To consoli-
date and improve the socialist reiations of production
in the North. To consolidate and strengthen sociziism
throughout the country through the continued
transformation of private industry and trade, tighter

VIETNAM COURIER
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control of the market and improvement of the quali-
ty of the State-run economic establishments.

0. To practise strict economy in production, con-
struction and consumption, first of all with regard tol
electricity, coal, fuel, materials, raw materials, and
food. To reduce sharply all expenditure which is
not 'urgcnt in order to concentrate on the most im-
mediate needs, to reduce capital construction invest-
ments in order to devote more materials to produc-
tion and housing, to reduce administrative personncl
and spending,

7. To make wider application of technical progress.

8. To combine economy with national defence: to
get the economy ready at all time to cope with war:
the army has to take part in economic construction
within the scope of its capabilities (in the production
of food, in the building of roads and water conser-
vancy works), to develop the capabilities of the
natioral defence industry with a view to increasing
the output of civilian goods. '

9. To establish a new order in the domain of
circulation and distribution of goods, to concentrate
the management of goods in the hands of the State,
to effect strict control over ‘the distribution and
rational use of food, equipment, capital, materials
and goods, to carry out the principie of remuneration
according to the amount of. work done, to continue
the readjustment of prices in a steady manner.

10. To coatinue effecting the switch from the mode
ol administrative and non-profit accounting manage-
ment to a mode of management and planning along
the lines of economic accounting and
exploitation.

socialist

Going into details of each branch of activity, the
report underlines the following points:

— In agriculture, high-yield rice-growing areas
wiil be formed to account for 33% of the total rice
area-in the whole country by the end of the five-
year plan, and to produce 47% of the total rice out-
put. In the coming summer rice crop these areas
will cover 185 districts among the total of 411 dis-
tricts in the whole country (63 among the 67 districts

in the Red River delta, 27 among the 53 districts of
Thanh Hoa and Nghe Tinh provinces, 15 among the

48 districts of the central coastal provinces, 47 among
the wo districts of the Mekong River delta). More
investments will be put into these areas along with
the implementation of a series of organisational,
managerial and technical measures and new policies:

— In industry, the expansion of the production of
consumer goods aims first of all to increase the
supply of industrial goods for the farmers in ex-
change for farm produce in order to give a boost
to agricultural production. It also aims to stimulate
market cperations in the country and contribute to

N T g8
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quickly expanding exports. In energy, bigger lcfforts
are required to make fuller use of the capacity of
the existing power plants and to quickly put into com-
mission the gas- turbine power plant in Thai Binh and
Hai Phong, and to start drilling the first d?eP—
sca oil well on the Southern continental shelt in
co-operation with the Soviet Union. In engineering, 2
strong boost will be given to the production of labour
tools and repair equipment {or the different branches
of the ccon'om_v, to increase the production of
machinery and equipment in the service of agriculture,
communication and transport, exports and a number
of congumer goods industries.

— In capital construction, to concentrate invest-
ments on the following major projects so that they
might be put into commission in 1982 or 1983 at .thc
latest: the Pha Lai thermoelectric power plant' ‘(flrst
group of alternators), the Bim Son and Ho.ang ‘Ih?:lch
cement plants, the Nha Trang and Ianoi spinning
mills, the La Nga sugar mill and the saw mills at
Buon Me Thuot, Gia Lai — Kontum and Song Be.

The following main targets of the 1982
State plan have been adopted by the Na-
tional Assembly: .

Percentage increase cver 1951°

— Gross national product @4 per cent;

— National income 15 per cent, i

— Agricultural oufput value: 8 per cent;

— Industrial output value (including small indus-
tries and handicrafts) 5 per cent,

— Total construction:

investments in capitai
67 per cent;
: 45 per cent;

industries:

~ Exports value
— Work productivity in State-run
' 5 per cent;

Absolute figures of the main largets:
— Total food output : 16 million tons;
— Area of industrial crops: 714,000 heclares;

— Number of pigs :n million;
— Electricity : 4,035 million KWH;

— Coal : 6,300,000 tons;

— Cement : 952,000 tons;,

— Textiles : 260 million metres;
— Paper : 53,000 tons;

— Cane sugar 1 200,000 tOns;

— Fish : 6oo,000 tons, inciud-
ing 420,000 tons of
sea fish;

— Earclments in general schools: 12,510,000
— Enrolments in universitics and colleges: 350007

— Enrolments in secondary vocational schools:

47,200

- 'I'echnical workers to be trained: 53,800;

— Number cf hospital beds: 199,000
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WORKING CONSULTATIVE MEETING OF
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTERS OF
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES

T the initiative of the Lao
People’s Democratic. Re-
public, the People’s Republic

of Kampuchea, and the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, a working
consultative meeting of the deputy
foreign ministers of the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic, the
People’s Republic of Kampuchea,
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
the Republic of Cuba, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the
Czechoslovak  Socialist Republic,
the Bulgarian People’s Republic
the Polish People's Republic, the
Mongolian People’s Republic. the
German Democratic Republic and
the Hungarian People’s Republic,
was held in Vientiane, capital of
the Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public, on December 18 and 19,
1981 : . '

Kaysone Phomvihane, General
Secretary of the Lao People’s De-
mocratic Republic government,
received and had a cordial conver-
sation with the participants.

Phoumi Vongvichit, Political
Bureau member of the Lao Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Party Central
Committee and Vice-Premier of
the Lao People’s Democratic Repu-
blic, delivered the opening speech.

The participants in the meeting.

noted that the present international
tension clearly shows the existence
of two lines in world politics. The
aggressive imperialists, particy-
]arly the United States, are striving
to turn back the wheel of history
and prevent the easing of tension,
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in the hope of reviving the cold

war period. They are intensifying

the arms race and trying to impose
the theory that nuclear war is
“acceptable”, obviously wishing
to break the strategic balance
which has been established, and to
gain supremacy.

These acts and plans which .are
dangerous to peace are meecting
with resistance from the firm fo-
reign policy for peace of the so-
cialist countries, and {rom a broad
movement of the forces of peace,
national independence, democracy
and social progress in the wWorld.
The participants declared that their
countries fully support the impor-
tant proposals on key intcrnational
problems made at the 26th Con-
gress of the Communist Party of the
“Soviet Union. The new initiatives
of the Soviet Union which stem
from its concern for peace and
were put forward by L.I. Brezh-
nev during his visit to the Federal
Republic of Germany have tre-
mendous significance.

The participants in the meeting
expressed their satisfaction at the
adoption by the United Nations of
the Declaration on the Prevention
of Nuclear War and its resolutions
aimed at checking the arms race
which is in keeping with the vital
interests of nations.

The participants in the meeting
welcome all efforts of govern-
ments and peoples of Asian coun-
tries aimed at building a relation-
ship among nations in Asia based
on the principles of respect for

countries of

each other’s independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,
non-violation of each other’s na-
tional frontiers, equalitv, non-in-
terference in each other’s internal
affairs, renunciation of the use of
force or the threat of force, and
settlement of contentious issues
entirely through peaceful means,
and development of reciprocally
beneficial co-operation. They re-
affirm their pledge to do all in
their power to contribute to the

early application of these princip-..

les to the relations Asian

countries.

among

The concrete proposals for ne-
gotiation' among “all concernéd
countries in the Far East, the readi-
ness to discuss all questions relat-
ing to the situation in Afghanistan
on the basis of a program put forth
by the government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Afghanistan,
the initiatives of the Mongolian
People’s Republic on the signing
of a treaty of non-aggression and
renunciation of force in the rela-
tions between the countries in
Asia and the Pacific, and lastly the
constructive proposals of the Lao
People's Democratic Republic, the
People’s Republic of Kampuchea
and the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam with regard to the member
ASEAN and China
actually follow this direction.
Moreover, the constructive policy
of peace of India is making a great
contribution to the maintenance of
international security.

VIETNAM COURIER
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The hegemonistic policy of the
Chinese ruling circlesin collusion
with the US imperizalists and other
reactionary forces against the peo-
ples of the three Indochinese coun-
tries, and their gross interference
in the internal affairs of other
countries in Southeast Asia have
strained the situation and threat-
ened peace and stability in this
region.

The ‘military co-operation be-
tween Washington and  Beijing
constitutes a real threat to the na-
tions in Asia, The US Administra-
tion, encouraged by Beijing, is con-
tinuing with its policy of interven-
tion and penetration by different
means in the Asian continent.

They hypocritically try to justify
this policy because of the necessity
of launching a fight against the
“ danger of the Soviet Union and
Vietnam ”. But as the only big po-
wer which has never made war
in Southeast Asia, the Soviet
Union should not be regarded
asathreat to anyone in this region.
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam
has never made war against the
ASEAN States, and does not have
the intention of doing so.

The participants in the meeting
resolutely condemned the slander
campaign, mounted by the United
States and other reactionary forces
against Vietnam and the Soviet
Union, claiming that these coun-
tries have used chemical weapons.
This campaign is designed 1o divert
growing protest by public opinion
in the world against the undeniable
consequences of toxic chemicals
used by the United States in Viet-
nam and other parts of the Indo-
chinese peninsula. Their charge
are made to hide the fact that the
United States is stepping up the
arms race and manufacturing and
stockpiling chemical weapons.

The only correct way to guaran-
tee peace and security in this re-
gion is forthe forces of Legemony
and impérialism to put «n imme.
diate end to all acts of aggression
and intervention. To preserve
peace and security in Southeast
Asia, the countries in the region
should consult and agree with one

e —

No. 1— 1982

‘foreign ministers in

another on regional matters on
the basis of equality, mutual res-
pect, non imposition and without
interference from outside.

It is important to adopt a realis-
tic attitude, cast aside  anything
which might divide the Southeast
Asian countries, and continue dia-
logue to seek a mutually agreeable
basis on which to carry out peace-
ful co-operation.

On behalf of their respective
governments the representatives
of the Republic of Cuba, the Union
of the Soviet Socialist Republics,
the Czechoslovak Socialist Repu-
blic,the Bulgarian People’s Repu-
blic, the Polish People’s Republic,
the Mongolian People's Republic,
the German Democratic Republic,
and the Hungarian People’s Repu-
blic, declared constant support for
the three Indochinese countries in
their struggle to consolidate and
safeguard their independence and
sovercignty. They reaffirmed their
readiness to give all necessary
assistance to the Indochinese coun-
tries in socialist construction. At
the same time they acclaimed the
consolidation of the solidarity and
fraternal co-operation between the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
the People’s Republic of Kam-
puchea and the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam, as well as between
the three Indochinese countries and
the Soviet Union and other count-
ries in the socialist community.
The foreign policy pursued by the
three Indochinese countries is a
factor for peace and stability in
Southeast Asia.

The fraternal socialist countries
unanimously support the construc-
tive proposals and the good faith
of the three Indochinese countries
as well as the statements of the
Lao, Kampuchean and Vietnamese
connection
with peace and stability in South-
east Asia and on a regional con-
ference between the Indochinese
countries and the ASEAN states.

The participants in the meeting
spoke with great satisfaction of
the Kampuchean people’s success
in the construction of a new-Kam-

puchea which has been saved from
the genocide of Pol Pot. They de-
clared opposition to any interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of the
People’s Republic of Kampuchea,

Matters related to Kampuchea
can only be solved by the people
of the People’s Republic of Kam-
puchea, the only authentic and
legal  representative of  the
Kampuchean people. Kampuchea’s

seat at the United Nations
must be given to the People’s
Republic of Kampuchea. As for

the UN resolution on the so-called
“ Kampuchean problem” and the
decisions of the self-styled “In-
ternational Conference on Kam-
puchea”, passed without the con-
sent of the representative of the
Government of the People's Repub-
lic of Kampuchea, they are at
variance with the Kampuchean
people’s will and their aim is to
help the genocidal Pol Pot gang
10 stage a comeback in Kampuchea.
They are illegal, immoral and,
therefore, invalid.

The consultative meeting of
deputy foreign ministers held
in Vientiane took place in an
atmosphere of fraternal friendship,
solidarity, one-mindedness and
complete mutual understanding.
The Lao People’s Democratic Re-
public, the People's Republic of
Kampuchea, the Socialist Republic
of Vietnam, the Republic of Cuba,
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic, the Bulgarian People's
Republic, the Polish People's
Republic, the Mongolian People’s
Republic, the German Democratic
Republic and the Hungarian
People’s Republic declared their
desire to continue and strengthen
co-operation and consultation. They
affirm their readiness to promote
friendly retations with all coun-
tries in Southeast Asia and ex-
change views with them in order
to help turn this region into a
zone of peace, friendship and
co-operation, and contribute to the
maintenance of peace in Asiaand
the world as a2 whole.

Vientiane, 19 December 1981.
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"HANOI'S EVELOPMENTS tn the past year and particularly in the last €w
months have confirmed thet the Trisis now taking place in Polana is

VIEWPOINT ) a counter-altack of reactionary forces both inside and outside Poland
aimed at negating the socialist gains of the Polish people and hreaking an

: important link in the socialist community. This offensive has been brewing jor
along time according to * plecemeal ” tactics and perfidicus covert and oiert
maneuvres. Capitalizing ‘on  the difficulties faced ~ by the country and
L errors  committed in economic managément which have “incensed some strata
of the population, the reactionaries, under the cover of ** rijuvenatin v secial-
Lm, have launched an  all-out attack against the” leaaing Parlv and the
people’s  republican regime. This anarchic state has been credted by |he
counter-revolutionaries as a cover to topple the revolutionary government and
lo set up a reactionary administration. There is no denying lhe fact that this
serious  crisis  has been plotted bv the anti-socialist Jorces “including the
extremists within the ©* Solidarity Trade Union ", as well as the ringleaders of

the notorious counter-revolutionary organizations morally and materially backed
by the imperialists and other reaclionary forces.

Their acts are not to defend the inlerest of the workers and Lrade unions
ner are they aimed at > stabilizing the situation™ or b tneing about a © rencie-
al of socialism”, but are aimed at abolishing the socialist regime in Poland
and countering the revolutionary cause of ‘the Poles. Unmusked, thev i
more daredevil. dfter their meeting at Radom. the leaders of the - Solidaritv
T'rade Union” heid another conference at Gdansk in which thev charted a (e
of confrontation and- issued on appeal calling for a gencral stiike to be stag d

on Decemveér 17, to pave the woay Jor the setiing up of a government at the::
I N D I P [ N S AB I-E beck and call."Meanwhile, the redctionary KPN (Polish® dlliance Jor Inde-
pendence ) aims at overthrowing the peoplé's power.

Any conscious person can see that the urgent mcasures tnken bv the
: Polish Government, headed by Comrade W. Jeruselski, First Secrétary of the
M E A s !j R [ S Central Committee of the Polish Usnited [Workers Furty, President of the
Counctl of Ministers, Minister of Defence, are necessery for Poland o gel
the leaders of the ** Solidarity Trade Union™, have committed heinous crimes
. against the Pelish people. Comrade W, Jaruselski has said ihat his country
i, iv on the verge of collapse :in fact the economy 15 sinking, social order Hee=—=
p i) been disrupted, the people’s life is hard : this disaster has peen created by the h
reactionaries. If they succeed in Sfomenting a general strike and wuprising io
seize power, Poland, as the Military Council for National Salvation has
pointed out, would be faced with a civil war Jollowed by a coup d’état leading
the Polish people and threaten the existence of Poland as an independent State,
but jeopardize the interest and security of the socialist community. We must
stav their hand and foil their intention! These are the tirgent measures taken
by the State Council of Poland. To dval a heavy blow at the reactionaries is
I N p 0 l_A N B the correct path to get Poland over the crisis.
- The Vietnamese people wholeheartedly subpori the measures applied by
the Polish Government headed by Comrade W. Jaruzelski. Keenly following
the developments 'in Poland with great concern, we strongly condemn the
anti-socialist forces who are opposing the revolutionary cause of the Polish
people. We agree that these easures are most necessary to save Poland
: 1

out of the present scrape. For over one year, the reaciionary jorces, including
to the overthrow of the; people’s republic and the loss of national sovereignty.
Their attempt, if successful, would not onlv cause tremendous sufferings io
from this dangerous situation.

. The struggle of the Polish people to bring their country out of Ihe
present  predicament is still  fraught “with difficulties and hardships. We

Vielnamese people and communisis will always siand at the side of the Polish

" + communists and are firmly cenvinced that the revolutionary  cause of the

Polisk people will be safeguarded and Poland twill continue to” march steadily
forward.

Excerpt from Nhan Dan’s editerial
December 13, 1981
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FTER a decade of détente,
A mankind entered the eight-
ies  with deep anxiety as the
world  situation again becomes
highly explosive. The US. and
NATO militarists are taking up an
adventurist course in an attempt
to upset the existing balance of
strength, to acquire sy periority over
the Soviet Union, to encircle the
socialist countries and to repulse
the forces of national Iiberation
and socialism. This dangerous po-
litical and milltary policy is being
carried out by the Reagan Admin-
istration  which represents  the
industrial military complexes. The
Urited States has greatly increased
its military budget, spent  huge
SUMmS on war preparation, created
a critical situation and ‘“ hot spots ",
crudely interfered in the internal
affairs of other countries and wide-
Iv resorted to acts of terrorism.
Due to the US reactionary str ate-
gY, teusion is mounting in Europe,
where the two world wars started.
This is the centre of confrontation
between two sizeable opposing
armed forces. The arms race started
Ly the United States and the
NATO countries, specifically the
deployment or the new medium-
range missiles in Western Europe
and the US. decision to produce
neutron arms — the type of arms
the Pentagon has prepared mainly
for European battlefields — further
adds to the risk of a m:litary con-
flict which is fraught with unpre-
dictable disasters.

However, the militarists can
never make a correct assessment
of the people’s reaction in varioug
countries, ahove all the European
countries,
marches of hundreds of thousands
of people have been going on in
Western Europe for over a month
now agaiast the arms race and in
support of disarmament. A wide-
spread campaign for pcace isgrow-
ing with unprecedented support
and strength. It is no wonder, then,
that Reagan, under the circums-
tances, put forward a four-point
proposal. The Washington officials
and the authorities of some of the
US allies took their cue and joined
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VIEWPOINT

THE BANNER OF PEACE

in singing Reagan’s praises for Lis
* program for peace . ‘
Hawks cannot turn into doves!
Anyone, who is well informed can
see clearly the US insincerity and
the substance of Washington’s
proposal. The détente process. in
Europe and the world in the seven-
ties is the result of the Soviet
Uniow’s indefatigable efforts. The
continual Soviet proposals for peace
have all been aimed at promoting
the détente process. However, as
is known to everyone, these reason-

able proposals have 1ot been
met.

Reagan’s song of peaceis proved
false. Facts show that Washing-
ton is seeking military superiority,
instead of peace, Reagan’s offer
to stop
medium-range missiles in Western
Europe in exchange for the Soviet
removal of its missiles from the
Western side of the Urals bears
evidence of the U.S. scheme. The
core of the US proposal is for the
Soviet Union to undertake a uni-
lateral disarmament while keeping
intact the US and NATO coun-
tries’ huge arms deposit containing
hundreds of missiles stationed on
land and warships and hundreds of
aircraft carrying nuclear bombs,
all with targets set on the Soviet
Union and its allies,

No wonder the Soviet Union
cannot accept such a plan ! In the
meantime, public opinion notes the
goodwill embodied in the Soviet
proposals, which are positive initia-
tives on disarmament concerning
the armed forces and conventional
weapons as well as the strategic and
tactical nuclear weapons. These
proposals are fair and acceptable
to both sides. The Soviet good will

the US. deployment of

aiso  manifests  itself in actual
deeds : the Soviet Union has, con-
trary to all previous norma] prac-
tices, unilaterally reduced its
strength by twenty thousand men
and one thousand tanks in Cep.
tral Europe. In his recent visit to
the Federal Republic of Germany,
Leonid Brezhnev left no doubt
about the Soviet Union’s genuine
desire  to seek an appropriate
solution acceptable to all sides and
in the interests of world peace
and security. To facilitate the
coming Soviet-American dialogue
and to create a favourable atmos-
phere the SovietUnion has suggest-
ed that while the negotiation is
ioing on, neither side will deploy’
ew medium-range nuclear arms
or modernise those already  sta-
tioned here.

If the other side agrees to the
suggestion, the Soviet Union may
unilaterally withdraw some of its
medium-range nuclear arms from
its European territory, President
Brezhnev stressed: “In general,
the Soviet Union’s aim is to turn
Europe, eventually, into a non-
nuclear  zone —regarding  both
medium-range and tactical nuclear
arms, This may serve as a reul
" zero solution’ whizh is fair 1o uy)
sides 7. )

For more than 60 years, the
Soviet Union has been making
tireless efforts in the interests of
peace. History will testify to the
correctness of the Soviet peace
program for the safeguarding of
peace and security in the world,
above all in Europe

Nhan Dan editorial
November 26, 1981.
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THE FOUR PREVIOUS

NATIONAL

CONGRESSES

OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF VIETNAM

@HE First Congress: held
from 27 to ;1 March 1935
in Macao, attended by’ 135
. delegates including 12 of-
ficial ones. At this congress, the

Party was able to unity its or-
ganizations to lead the revolu-

tionary movement, after a period
of being fiercely oppressed by the

enemy. The congress set forth
immediate tasks {for the entire
party, ie. to consolidate and

increase the party; to mobilize and
rally the masses in the struggle to
oppose the imperialist war. The
congress elected a central commit-
tee to lead organizations through-
out the peninsula. (The Party was
then called the Indochinese Com-
munist Party).

— The Second National Congress:
held from 14 to 19 February 193
in Vinh Quang commune, Chiem
Hoa district, Tuven Quang provin-
ce (now Ha Tuyen province). At
tending the congress were QI

delegates including 158  official
delegates, representing 740,000
partv members from the In-

dochinese countries. The congress
decided  that the Party would
work legally with a new name:
The Vietnam Workers” Party. re-
volutionary parties would be or-
ganized for Laos and Kampuchea
separately. (After the August Rev-

olution, our party had tempora-
rilv. gone wunderground Dbecause
of  the country’s complicated

political situation). The lines put
torth by the congress constituted
the basis for uniting the entire
party and people in our resistance

war  against the French colonia-
lists and the US interventionists
and led to the great victory at

Dien Bien Phu, restoring peace to
Indochina and completely liberat-
ing North Vietnam. The congress
elected a 2g-member central com-
mittee with Ho Chi Minh as its
president and re-elected Truong
Chinh as its general secretary.
The Political Bureau comprised 7

10

full members and one alternate
member. ’

— The Third National Congress:
held from 5 t0 10 September 1560
in Hanoi. 576 delegates including
252 official ones attended. The
congress adopted orientation and
tasks both for the revolutionary
movement in the North and in
the South, and for the
tirst five-year plan (1961 —1g053).
A central committee domprising
47 full and 231 alternate members
was elected. It re-elected Ho Chi
Minh as its president and electe |
Le Duan as s first secretary. A
13-member  political  buresu” (in
which 1t were fuil members) was
elected.as was a seven-mcmber
secretariat. Thanks to the correct

lines of the congress and the

ciearsighted  leadership of the
) ;

Party’s Central Commiitece, our

people won great victory in the
struggle against the US™ imperia-
lists {or national salvation and ian
the cause of socialist construction
in the North,

— The Fourth National Congress:
opened in Hanoi from 14 10 20
December 1976, 1000 delegates
representing 1,500,000 party inem-
bers in the country attended the
congress. The congress passed a
resolution to change the name of
the Party from “ The Vietnam
Workers' Party to “ The Commun-
ist Party of Vietnam”. It worked
out a general line for the socialist
revolution and for tbhe building of
a socialist economy in the new
period. It adapted’ the orientation
and tasks of the second [ive-year
plan (1976—1980), and elected:

~a central  committee of 133
members ihcluding 32 alternawc
ones, with Le Duan as its generaj
secretary

— a political bureau consisting
of t4 full and 3alternate members,
and a nine-member secretariat.

To wards the Vith Congress of the. Communist Party of Vietnam

TTE first conference of the
( . Commurist Party of Vietnam

was held onFebruary 3, 1931
in Kowloon, Hong Kouy under the
chairman:2ip of Comyade Nenyen (i
Quoc represcating the Comintirn. By
its historic dmplications, it has the
cance of a founding congress.

The first conference of the Party
Central  Committee, al:0” chaired by
Newyen 0 Quos, was held in October
1936 in Hong Kong. It discussed and
adopied Lhe Political Thesis on the
Democraiic Bourpeots ( National Peo-
pie’s Democratic) Revulution drofied
by Tran Phu. it ¢iso adopted a reso-
lution on the situation in Indochina
and the wrgent iues of the Party. and
decided to change the Party's name to
the Indochinese  Cammnimist  Party,
The confercnce efected the full Central
Commiitee and appointed I'ran Phu as

“General Sceretary of  the Party. It

also decided to convene a Party Con-
£ress.

The period that followed saw the
most bloody represiion of the Indo-
chinese recoluiion v Fronch im-
perialists. Many weiihers of the Party
Central Commnitiee coere arrested and

a large wumher of  Puriy grassroots
were brovon Hence, the o projected
Furty Kuy pusiponed Lo an

N )
unspecified date.

In 193+ the Ouverseas Leading Com-
mittee of the Durty was  set up with
the tasicof uinijving the various Partv
vrganiselivus iuside the ‘country, res-
Loring the orgunjsations destroyed by
the encury and building new ones, as
well as treining cadres and preparing

Jor tie Parly Congiess.

In carly 1935 we were appointed
by the Purty Committee for Central
Vietnam (then  colled  Aunam by the
French) 1o attend lhe first national
congress of the PParty. Qur delegation
included Comrude Chac Ke tburn Vo
Nguyen Hion) and vself as full
delegates, and lwo alternute delegates
one of then serving as guide for the
deleguiion,

Westarted ou! from Phu Dien, now
in Nehe Tinh procince, and weat
westooard Lo the border wilh  Laos
where we crossed itnie Thakhet, then
Paichinboun, Truvelling  further
across Leos o entered [Thailand at
Thatouthen, then made  for Udorn,
The trip from Thatouthén to Udorn
took ten davs durtng which we dis-
guised ourseives as 1 hai coolics to
stdetrack enenty spies. From Udorn we
rode a bus 1y Koiut in the guise of

VIETNAM COURIER



Towards

the  Vth . Congress

of the Communist

Party of Vietnam

REMINISCENCES
ON THE FIRST PARTY CONGRESS

Chinese . tourists. This  trip took
another day. It took us another day
and night io g0 by train from Korat
to Banekok. Between Bangkek and
Hong Kong were five davs'of sailing
aboard a steamer.

Before we boarded the steamer for
Hong Kong, the Parly crganisaiion
in Thailand had looked after  every-
{hing we might need on our trip: pass-
ports and wvisas, fares, clothes jor dis-
guise, and benknotes of both {hatland
and the Kuomintang regime in China.
Each member of our delegation was
provided with two suils and some 150
Baht (Thai currency.

We arrived tn Hong Kong in the
latter half of March 1935, Hong
Kong is a British concession and the
preparatnry comriltee had chosen it
as the ceuue for the conoress hecanse
of its lurge aand cosimopolitan popula-
tion which would allow wus to dis-
simulate our identity without much
difficulty.

At the rendezvous we saw that
many other delezations had arrived
before us. The delegation from North
Vietnam should have comprised three
members whom I hnew only by thetr

aliases . Comrade Nong,” Comrade
Hoang and another who could not

attend due  to illness. The delegation
of South Vietnam (then known as
Cochinchina) also had three members,
The Lac delegation had only one
delegote who was addresscd as Com-
rade. Xo. The Ouerseas Leading
Committee of the Party comprised
comrades  Ha Huy Tap, Phung Chi
Kien and another whose name I did
not know. (1)

All preparations for the congress
having  been finished, we were only
waiting for the arrival nf Nguven
At Quoc” representing the Comintern,
and Le Hong Phong, in charge of
the Overseas  Leading
the Party.

But as everything twas moving
toward the opening of the congress,
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an unhappy incident occurred . H.C.,
the intendant of the congress, having
committed a wrong-doing and fearing
disciplinary action, took flight.

Deciding to take no chances, tie
Overseas ~ Leading Committee of the
Party moved the congress site else-
where. The delegations broke up into
small groups and, disguised as gam-
blers, moved to Macao, a Portuguese
concession, about two  hours from
Hong Kong bv steam boat.

We moved to a plush two-storeyed
hotel in Macau. The ground floor
was a fruit stand. In front of the
hotel was a large courtyard serving
as both a play and exhibitton ground.

The congress was held on the second
Sluor,in teeo rooms of about 40 syuare
metres connected by passages.

The congress opened twws daxi after
we moved to Micao because time was
ton pressing to wait for comrades
Nguyen Ai Quoc and Le Hong Phong
any longer.

Regulations on secrecy were strictly
observed throughout “the congress-
sitting. No one was allowed to leave
their working and bed room. Speeches
and discussions had to be made in low
volces 50 as not to arouse suspicion.
Everyone had to eat, sleep and wash
at prescribed places, all communica-
tions with the outside and all purchases
had (o be made through designated
persons...

The delegates were served 1wo
meals a day which consisted of rice
and a kind of thin soup
vegelables and a little fish. Meat was
served onlv at the dinner to cclebrate
the success of the congress. As for
sleeping, two “or three delegates slept
in a bed. Some simply lay on the
floor. ’

But the harsh livtmg conditions did
not deler the delegates Jrom  joining
in lively debates and ‘working very
diligently to keep to schedule.

made of

As was later recorded in the Party's
history. the first congress was held
from March™ 27 to 31, 1935 This
included three days of meeting and
another day devoted” to rest and
celebration.” After the congress the
delegates  attended a short political
course focussing on the situalion and
immediate tasks of the Party. This
cm;;se lasted three dayy, if I remember
well.

There were in all 15 full and alter-
nate delegates representing  commu-
nists in all the ‘three countries of
Indochina. The congress heard the
political report of the Overseas Lead-
ing Commiltee of the Party and the
reports of the delegates from the re-
gional Party committees. The con-
gress documents had been prepared
and  mimeographed boforehand.” The
documents of the congress luid docen
three exsential and immedicle lavks of
the Party, namelv to consolidate and
expand the Pariv erganisation. win
over Lo the Parly more mass support,
to oppose the imperialist var and sup-
port the Soviet UUnion. A wide range
of questions was brought up for dis-
cussion at the congress, especially the
founding of the Anti-Imperialist Front.
Some argucd against such a front,
contending that it twas not Hecessary
since we already had the Association
of Warkers, the Association of Peas-
ants and other mass organisations.
But the magorily ciew was that coov
though we had founded such
organisations, cinanti-impe: ialise
Sfront  woas indispensable since vily
such as broadly based organisation
could rally all  patriotic forces in
Indochina "to effectively organise a
revolution against the French colon-
ialists and iheir agents. The debales
were at times very heated but in the
end the congress unanimouslv adopted
a_resolution on  the founding of the
Anti-Imperialist Front..

The congress adopted the political
resolution on the sifuation and imme-
diate tasks of the Party, the resolution
on the mobilisation of workers, peas-
ants, youth and women, the resolution
on the propaganda among the peoples
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. TOW&I‘C;S

the Vth Congress of

the

REMINISCENCES

ON THE SECOND PARTY CONGRESS

HE Second Cengress of the
Communist Party of Viet-
nam was held in February

1951 in a jungle area in Vinh
Quang (now Kim Binh) commune,
Chiem Hoa district, Tuyen Quang
(Ha Tuyen) province.

The building of the facilities at
the congress site and also security
work was entrusted by the Cen-
tral Committee to Le Tat Dac (ex-
Minister of the Interior, now
retired) who was also a member
of the preparatory committee. I
was assigned the construction of
the congress site by Uncle Ho and
Comrade Pham Van Dong.

The assignment came to me ra-
ther unexpectedly but not as a
complete surprise. In April 1948,
in his letter to the Ist national
congress of architects held in Than
Son, Vinh Yen province (now Vinh
Phu), President Ho Chi Minh had

already laid down for us archi-
tects the general line for construc-
tion work. He wrote: “Of the
four questions vital to the people’s
weifare, housing and communi-
cation are as necessary as food and
clothing, hence architecture is also
a very important question. We
must think of building right in the
resistance and continue to build
after we have won.”

After discussing President Ho’s
letter and adopting a resolution on
the tasks and program of work
of the Vietnam  Association
of Architects, the congress
elected an executive committee of
the association of which I was the
first general secretary. After that

I was made head of the Building

Department of the Viet Bac inter-
zone (northern resistance zone
during the anti-French resistance—
Editor). My task consisted essenti-
ally in directing construction work
in the resistance zone according to
the policy and program of the
Party Central Committee and the
Government then based in Viet Bac
In May 1950, President Ho’s private

secretary fetched me and took me
to the President.

Tarrived at a central office set
up in the *security zone” —the
headquarters of the resistance
movement. That day President Ho
was presiding over a cabinet
meeting. 1 saw many ministers I
had known personally. As I arri-

ved the meeting was in recess and

the cabinet members were having
their dinner. President Ho dined
at the same table as Prime Minis-
ter Pham Van Dong. They were
having their tea when I came in.

The President led me to his of-
fice and asked:

“The Central Committee and I
have decided to "entrust you with
building the meeting hall for the
Party congress. Can you do it?”

“J can, President.”

He again asked:

“ What do you think
important in this work?”

is most

- After a moment’s reflection, I
ventured:

Of ethnic minorities and the- work of
the anti - imperialisi front, on (he
agitation propaganda among enemy
troops. on the self-defence organisa-
tion, on the Red Relief Organisation,
etc. The congress also passed a Mani-
festa and a Constitution of the Part
and a Statule of the mass organisa-
tions, as well as electing a central
commiltee of the Pariy.

The congress adopted messages ad-
dressed to the Exccutive Committee of
the Comintern, and letters to commu-
nist parties in the Soviet Unton,
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France, Thailand, India, etc. After
the congress we returned to Vietnam
by another route, this time passing by
Lungchow in China and Cao Bang
province in Vidnam. The Central
Committee of the Party assigned to the
head delegates the task of safeguarding
the main and cffictal documents of the
congress. The head of our delegation
hid these documents in his under-
clothes. There was no incident on our
way home.

It was very regrettable that com-
rades Nguyen A1 Quoc and Le Hong

Phong could not attend the congress.
Furthermore, the congress was held
before the 7th cungress of the Comin-
tern and therefore fuiled to see either
the danger of fascism and woxld war,
or the possibilities of rallying the
masses into a vigorous morvement
aguinst fascism and war. for peace,
freedom and a better life. Nevertheless,
the congress had the merit of strength-
ening the confidence of Party mem-
bers and the entire people in the
Party, restoring the organisational
unity of the Party and putting the
revolutionary movement in the three
Indochinese countries under the unified

VIETNAM COURIER
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“ President, as | see it, to ensure

secrecy is the ‘most important
thing. ”

The Pre sident nodded :

“Right. You must see to it that
the congress site can be seen nei-

ther from the air, the ground nor
from ary side.”

Thus the president outlined the
essentials of my fulure work.

The President then asked Com-
rade Pham Van Dong to give me
concrete instructions. I was told
the number of delegates in the
country and from iraternal parties
to attend our congress, so that |
could reckon the necessary housing
space. The Prime Minister gave me
very detailed instructions and stres-
sed: “ We must see that the dele-

gates meet and live as comfortably
as  possible.”

To build the congress site as
requested by the President and the
Central Committee I went to Chiem
Hoa for a first hand assessment of
the potential site. This was a large
and dense forest area which was
however dotted by some clearings.
To ensure secrecy of the site these
clearings had to be shielded from
view. On the other hand, too thick
a foliage would make the air too
stifling for the delegates.

Construction of the congress site
started in July 1950. First, we sent
a team to recruit manpower from
among the population in the sur-

rounding villages. We made ita
point that every’ job from felling
the trees to sawing  and transport-
ing logs, bamboo " and leaves was

done according to a strict time:

schedule in order to get the
highest work efficiency and save
materials. No tree was felled
unless needed.

Then we scoured the area and
recruited a dozen or so skilled
carpenters together with some of
the women most experienced in
making plaited bamboo walls.

In designing the lodgings and
congress hall we agreed among
ourselves that they must suit the
weather conditions of the highlands
while at the same time retaining
the grace of the houses in the
plain.

There was no major problem as
far as the building space was con-

.cerned. But we had to choose a place

spacious enough for the meeting
hall which also had to lie ata
convenient distance for the delega:
tes To shield the place from
aircraft we retained all the big
trees to serve as pillars for the
meeting hall. The roof was cover-
ed by a kind of large-leafed creep-
er kept in place by rattan stems
which thus provided a complete
cover on all sides of the hall.

Inside the meeting hall, apart from

the podium of the presidium and
the seats of the delegates we also
designed a balcony for the unof-
ficial delegates and the press.

The windows were hung with
gauze in lieu of glass.

The delegates lodgings could
accommodate cach 10-12 persons.
In the centre of the room was a
set of bamboo {furniture and a
stove -patterned on the style of
the  highlanders for the tea
service and heating.

The congress site also included
manv other houses: one' for Presi-
dent Ho and others for the Politi-
cal Bureau. A row of others was
reserved for the foreign delegates.
There was also a memorial house
in honour of the comrades who had
civen their lives for the Party and
the country, an exhibition room
for revolutionary pictures and
literature, a dining room for the
delegates and another for the ser-
vice personnel and the guard unit
There was also a house reserved
for the press: journalists, photo-
graphers, cameramen..., living quar-
ters for the service personnel and
the guard unit, as well as an in-
firm‘ary and warehouses.

All was perfectly covered by
the thick canopy of the forest,
even at night when the whole site
was lit by electricity.

The alleys in the congress site
were so designed as to perserve
the natural grace and yictures-
queness of the forest. The covered
alleys were well camoufiaged by

(Continued on page 3i)

leadership of the Central Committee,
as- well as preparing the necessary
conditions for advance in the future.

An account by Ba Doc,
recorded by The Tap.

1. According to an account by
another delegate to the congress
the following persons attended the
First Party Congress:
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— Ha Huy Tap, alias Nho, re-

presenting the Overseas Leading
Committee;

— Ngo Tuan, alias Ba Doc, and
Vo Nguyen Hien, alias Chac Ke,
delegates from Central Vietdam

- Vo Van Ngoc, alias Xu, and
Nguyen Chanh Nhi, alias Ba Tay,
delegates from South Vietnam;

— Nguyen Van Xo, alias Lao,
delegate from Laos;

— Ngo Van Anh, also known as
* Whitehaired ” Tang;

— Hom
— Sin

A woman delegate, Luong (alias
Mai), of the North Vietnam dele-
gation, could not attend due to
illness. The other two delegates
from North Vietnam—Hoang Dinh
Rong and Bui Bao Van —reached
Hong Kong after the congress had
broken up.
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UNIFIED

FOUNDING
OF THE VIEINAMESE

SANGHA

v

N November 4th, 1981, a na-
O tional conference was held
in Quan Su pagoda, Hanoi,
to torm the Vietnamese Unified
Sangha. 160 bonzes and delegates
of numerous sects and Buddhist
schools from all over Vietnum
attended. Among them the sects of
the four great Vietnamese Buddhist
schools  were represented: the
North, the South, the Mendicant
bonzes and the Khmer Sangha.
Two-thirds of the bonzes and dele-
gates came from the southern
provinces.

The Venerable Thich Tri Thu'
who took the chair at the confer-
ence, stressed that this was the
first time in the bi-millenary his-
tory of Vietnamese Buddhism that
such a congress, gathcring repre-
sentatives of all the schools and
sects of the whole country, had
been held, (Buddhism was intro-
duced into Vietnam in the 2nd
ceatury A.D:). In his report, the
Venerable Thich Minh Chau, direc-
tor of the Buddhist Studies Insti-
tute iu Ho Chi Minh City, recalled
the various attempts which had
been made for some [ifty years to
unify the Buddhist community.
"Until now these efforts had failed
because of the crucial {uct that the
(\Oll'nfl'y, enslaved by foreign domi-
nation, was not in itsel! unified,
and furthermore, imperialism had
sowed discord within the comimu-
nity. using certain leaders to vy
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and lure the Buddhist community
into anti-nationalism. Numerous
delegates stressed the tradition of
the Buddhist communities which
always participated actively in the
defence of national independence
and the building of Vietnamese
culture. From the 1oth to the isth
centurv, Buddhism was the State
religion, and even il since then, it
no longer had this official position,
nevertheless it was still an essen-
tially national religion, in the sense
of a harmonious integration of the
Buddhist teachings and beliefs into
the national culture.

The conference unanimously
welcomed the total liberation of
the country on April 30th, 1975
and the north-south reunification’
as being fundamental
conditions for the
the DBuddhist community. The
program of Dbuilding socialism
conforms fully t> the aspirations
of the believers, and the charter
worked out by the conference
alter four days included three main
slogans :

historicay
unification of

“Safeguard the teachings of

Buddha .

- Safeguard national indcpenden-

ce and identity’

“Build socialisin ™

. Buddhist communily,

The conference also
out a plan of action and

worked - -
elected : -

— A Superior Doctrinal Council
{chung mink) headed by the Vene-
rable Thich Duc Nhuan.

—~A Certral Administrative Coun-
cil headed by the Vencrable
Thich Tri Thu.

The plan of action comprises six
points ;

— National unity, unity between
the Lelievers of different sects and
schools.

- Promotion of an
Buddhism. -

authentic

— Training of bonzes and bonzes-
ses, education of believers.

~ Active participation in the
deferice of the ceuntry and build-

ing socialism.

- Working to finance the activi-

ties of the Unitied Sancha. o

— Develop fraternal relations
with the Buddhists of other coun-
tries, with the aim of safeguarding
peace.

The

founding of the Unified

‘Sangha docs not prevent different

sects and schoals from continuing
to follow their own teachings and
liturgies This diversity is inherent
to the Duddhist community, as
well as the patriotic tradition. In
the frame of the reunified and
independent Victnamese nation the
freed from
numervus obstacles, will certainly
make new developments.

The conference launched an
appeal for the defence of peace,
particularly in Southeast Asia,
against the bellicose actions of
American imperialism  and the
Beijing leaders. '

NGUYEN KHAC VIEN
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LAQ CAl

APATITE

N late summer 193z, one year
DINA] J
alter Bicn Bicn Thu, a

oroup of researchers left
Hanoi to go up the Red River
towards the Chinese bLorder. It
was led by former Major
Nguyen Van Lang in command
ol the Da Nang-Ttoa Vanuglront

ga“ﬁ

mine

at the enemy’s rear, during the

anti-Frenchi vesiglanes war
before regroupmentiothe North
in accordance with the 195+

Geneva Agreements. The group
was co"npos‘c*d of many demobi-
lized militarv cadres untrained
for the job. It also included 13
Soviet experts coming to help
the Victnamese peeple rebuild
their war-torn country with the
mission of carrying out rescarch

and doeizn in be U Duong
apatite, mine ncar Lao Cai town
and rapidly training Vietnamese
technical cadres and spe

o1y

cialized
workers to co-operate with them
and to carry on their work in
the future. A {riendship soon
. developed among these comra-
des-in-arms.

When the rescarch group
reached Bach Hac, 8o kilomeires
from Hanoi, a violent typhoon
broke. The great bridge span-
ing the Lo River linking Bach
Hac to Viet Trihad been wreck-
ed during the war. As to the
ferry, it could not tfunction
during the storm. In fact group-
leader Nguyen Van Lang could
use his mission order to demund
a crossing but he was responsi-
“ble tor the saiciv ol the
experts  and

¢ friendly

his  partv. The
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left by the French.

Soviet iriends tried to persuade
him: “What? Did vou hide
yourself in yvour trénch at the
front during a storm ? Lets’ go
we are not aifraid of storn
Should our car be. bogged down
we are ready toepush it. < How-
ever, Nguyen Van Lang repl-
jied: “Well now we are not at
the frout. Our Jeaders did speak
about a front of production but
[ understand it as a rhetorical
word. It is my beliet that you
will help me carry out my com-
mand. Let us return to Hanoi.”
On their way back the group
soon realized the correctness of
this decision as they saw trees
[ulling all around and a lot of
houses unroofed. Later on, the
Soviet  friends  understood
Nguyen Van Lang better = he
was firm but attentive to others’
advice and eager to learn, sin-
cerely co-operating with his
iriends in the spirit of interna-
tionalism.

Once the storm ended the
group sef off again. The car
reached Yen Bai, now chief
town of Hoang Lien Son prov-
ince. After the war petrol was
scarce and the friendly experis
continued on horseback while
the Victnamese cadres- - had to
foot it. At that time the North-
Western border area was rife
with bandits and commandos

v

An infantry
battalion of the People’s Army
opened the way, followed bv a
liost of porters carrying sup-
plies and equipment. The con-

Cconditions for

voy trod on the rail track aleng
the Red River cut off during
the war of resistance and now
invaded by reeds. They reached
Lao Cai town after ten days,
then crossed the Red River and
followed a path up to Cam
Duong, a village of Tay high-
landers, after another day.
More than thirty years ago,
the local people while burning
the forest to make clear-
ings discovered a very hard
brown stone which gave a blue
{licker when baked —ghost stone
as they called. Informed by
the village authorities, the ' co-
lonialists took a sample of the
stone for analysis. Only ten
vears alter did the French carry
out an investigation and a small-

scale exploitation. 1t was not
until 1938 that Cam Duong

mine olficially went into opera-
tion. Late in 1g4o the Japanese
fascists who occupied Indochi-
na scized the and used
the apatite to extract phosphoric
acid  for making explosives,
until they were defeated in the
Second World War,

mine

Immediately atter the war of
resistance against the French
ended, a Japanese company
offered the Vietnamese Govern-
ment a tender for the Lao Cai
apatite mine with favourable
Vietnam. What
would the precious ore be used
for? Would it be again used to
serve . the war industry ? Mean-
while the apatite could be nsed
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to make superphosphate, ther-
mophosphate and many other
fertilisers urgently needed to
develop agriculture. So the Viet-
namese Government decided to
keep the Lao Cai apatite for
home use, ftor peaceful use,
even though Vietnam did not
have the know-how to expléit
it. Then the Soviet Union came
to extend the nccesséry mater-
ial and technical aid.

The research revealed that
apatite layers in Lao Cai ran
from the border with China
into Vietnam over sokm in
length, 10 km in width and tens
of metres in depth for first-
grade ore and hundreds of me-
tres in depth for second, third
and fourth-grade ore. This im-
mense basin of calcium  fluo-
phosphate, which could not be
compared with Morocco's Khou-
ribga was, nevertheless, rated
by experts as among the first
in Southeast Asia.

Since late 1933, parallel with
resecarch  work. proguction at
the,Cam Duong mine was res-
tarted by hand, and by 1958
with mechanized equipment it
bad already reached 200,000
tons — equivalent to the total
production under both French
and Japanese rules. In 1963 with
a 9o% mechanized production
line it achieved a record of
929,000 tons. Between 1956 and
1965, about 5 million tons of ore
were extracted a part of which
went into the making of fertili-
ser inthe Lam Thao superphos-
.phate plant also built with
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Soviet help, and anotlier part
into export to socialist countries.

In those prosperous vears,

the Cam Duong mine enrolled
up to S000 workers both for
exploiting orc and for building
new works. A big iron bridge
(Lang Giang bridge) across the
Red River, 12km south of Lao
Cai town, served to carry the
ore together with another rail
track linking the mine to the

Lao Cai — Hanoi railway line. 4

On well-cut stopes, sturdy mi-
ners used pneumatic hammers
and drills to hew the ore layers
while huge excavators scooped
the ore and poured- it into tip-
up trucks which carried it to
grinding plants. They did not
use pickaxes and chisels to
extract the ore nor baskets to
carry it to collecting points as
their fathers had done under
imperialist rule. Howecver, they
did recover the 6ocm-rail tracks
with their vans which had been
the pride of colonijal technique
although they were but toys
beside modern equipment. The
question was o use every avail-
able mecans to obtain maximum
production. ‘

The U.S. air and naval war
of destruction against North
Vietnam launched in 1965 dealt
a heavy blow to the Cam
Duong mine though this enter-
prise lay in a corridor out of
bounds for the U.S. air force.
U.S. bombs unceasingly fell on
Yen Bai, a strategic communi-
cation centre more than 10okm
from China’s border as the crow
flies. The trains carrying the
apatite to the Lam Thao super-
phosphate plant did not run as

easily as before and the plan
itsell  which  was heavily
attacked had to'reduce its pro-
duction. The trains carrying the
apatite to Hai phong met with
more difficulties until the port
itself was blockaded and desert-
ed by ships of muanv countrics.
This compelled the Cam Duong
mine to decrease its production
and move half of its cadres and
specialized workers to the coal-
mining area

After the United States signed
the 1973 Paris Agreement taking
to withdraw hcr troops and end
her war acts against Vietnam,
Cam Duong buckled under to
recover and develop its produc-
tion. Workers transferred to
the collieries were recalled.
In  implementation of the
agreements reached, the Soviet

side supplied more drills, exca- "7

vators, grinders and conveyance
equipment. With the liberation
of South Vietnam, Lao Cai apa-
tite went into the development
of argriculture in the Mekong
Delta. Reunified Vietnam re-
quired 1.5 million tons of apatite
and the target of 2t million tons
of food set by the Fourth Con-

~gressof the Communist Party of

Vietnam to 1gSo was based for
an important part on the produc-
tion of apatite fertiliser. To
help Vietnam achieve her plin
many Soviet experts were sent
to Cam Duong to design, with
Vietnamese experts, an ore-
processing plant for 1.5 million
tons ecach year. The groundwork
of the plant was done but the
Chinese aggressors made havoc
in the Lao Cai apatite area and
in the development program
for this area as well.
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On February 17, 1979, 160,000
Chinese’ troops launched five
prongs of attack against the
northern  districts of Hoang
Lien  Son province, not to men-
tion a host of civil carrier for-
ces intent on pillage. After more
than one week's fighting a
detachment occupied the Cam
Duong mine removed many
machines, rail cars and tracks to

China, then destroyed all pro-

duction . bases, from | power
system to workshops. Another

grave consequence  was  that

many rice-growing areas in the’

Red River and Mekong deltas
were  deprived - of phosphate,
one kilogramme of which could
bring about five kilogrammes
of paddy. By devastating the Lao
Cai apatite area Beijing struck
at the Vietnamese people’s
ballies.

After dispensing the staff’s
families and removing part of
the scll-propelled equipment to
the south the self-defence forces
of the mine operaling in co-
ordination with the regular for-
ces  steadfastly  fought the
Chinese aggressors at Ngoi Bo on
the right bank of the Red River
and checked them at 20km from
the border. Across the river, on
the Lao Cai—Hanoi railway line
tront, the enemy’s main prong
of attack was also broken at
Pho Lu at 30km from the bord-
er after three weeks of combat.
The third prong on National
Highway 12 could not advance
more than zo kilometres. The
self-defence forces of the mine
then mustered all their strength
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and prepared to use guerilla
tactics at the enemy’s rear when
the aggressors withdrew.

Thus ended the “one-month
war " which left ghastly sequels
for Cam Duong. The enemy had
destroyed all workshops, water
system, power system with the
Lao Cai power plant—the main
power supply of the mine, orc
conveyance system, transport
roads, rail tracks, bridges and
sluices, including the Lang Giang
bridge across the Red River,
public amenities and workers’
housing. From all the produc-
tion bases of the mine and Cam
Duong town built over a quar-
ter of century there remained
only heaps of rubble, concrete
fragments and iron scraps...

Production recovery began

immediately after the aggressors’

* withdrew to China. By the end
of the year production reached
100,000 tons, and doubled the
next year. This was achieved
by tremendous efforis. To cite
one instance, the pontoon bridge
across the Red River to carry
the ore in place of the Lang
Giang bridge could only be used
in the dry season and had to be
removed with each heavy rain
for fcar of being swept away.

After more than ten years of

separation Nguyen Van Lang

who had directed the building
of the mine was now appointed
to look after its recovery. A
second generation of workers has
appeared, sons' of the pioneers
of yore for the most part,
tfull of determination and cnergy,
and more able surelv than their
predecessors in both  general

knowledge and technique for
having been trained in the social-
ist school. They play the key
role in this difficult recovery.
Like their predecessors they see
that the land of Lenin is extend-
ing a helpful hand. They are
operating brand-new excavators,
drills, scrapers, grinders and
heavy-duty lorries with Soviet
names. Together with Soviet
experts, the technical cadres of
the mine, including many exper-

ienced engincers after more
than a decade of work, are
planning a development pro-

gramme for the mine up to the
year 2,000.

The exploitation of Lao Cai
apatite is of crucial imporiance
for the Vietnamese people, par-
ticularly in the present difficult
stage of development. The rice
plants hungry for phosphate in
the Red River and Mekong del-
tas need apatite. The production
of 1.5 million tons of apatite
each year is in sight. The ques-
tion is to stay the bellicose hands
of the Beijing expansionists and
prevent them from devastating
again the Lao Cai apatite area
as they did in early 1979.

LE DAN

ERRATUM

In the Vietnam Courier
No, 12-1¢8;, in the 3rd line
of  Qur™ Monthly Comment
¢ opposed a so-million
dollar project to finance an
irrigation...” ... please read
“opposed a s-million dollar
project to finauce an irriga-
tion...”

We apologise for this error.

VIETNAM COURIER
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~ FOR THE PROTECTION

PRESERVATION,

RESTORATION ARE

DEVELOPMENT OF THE GITY OF Hit

APPEAL BY Mr
UNESCO

Editor's note—Amadou Mahtar M’ Bow made this appeal
tn Hanoi on Nowember 20th, ;981 at a meeting where,
tosether with the Government of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam, UNESCO launched an internaiional campaign
for the protection, preservation, restoration and develop-
ment of Hue.

Hue. in the centre of Vietnam, was for a long time
the historical capital of the country. Caressed by the
waves of the Perfumed River, surrounded by wood-
ed hills, embellished by luxuriant gardens, and
traversed by canals, the city is a masterpiece of
urban poetry.

Its first builfers wanted to set it in the sublime
scenery which stretches from Mount Royal Screen to
Belvedere Hilland Tam Giang and Cau Hai Lagoons.
That was why they chose a subtle architecture in
which each element is inspired by nature. Hue is art
joined to nature, as additional beauty.

The old Citv in the heart of Hue is an example of

structural balance whose harmony is so natuval -that
one forgets that it was created by man On the banks
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AMADOU
GENERAL -DIRECTOR

MAHTAR M’BOW

of the Perfumed River, to the south, the tombs of
the kings of the Nguyen dynasty are laid out. Built
by the most skilful workers and artisans of the
country these groups are sO many original variations
on the same theme. Each tomb, in its uniqueness,
is a paradigm of landscaping. and each strikes a dif-
ferent chord in the soul of the visitor. The Gia Long
Tomb, laid ir a vast natural park, gives an impres-
Sion of strength and serenity. The Minh Mang Tomb
is full of solemnity, while the Tu Duc Tomb con-
jures up a sweet dream.

The symbolic organisation of its different spaces
makes llue a city of successful harmony, an archi-
techtural synthesis—religious, secular, ancient and
modern—in which the old and the new cities coexist
happily. ‘

In addition to being an architectural model, Hue is
a spiritual centre and a seat of culturc where Bud-
dhism and Confucianism have ‘deeply coloured local
traditions and given rise to highly original religious,
philosophical and ethical thinking.

VIETNAM COURIER



It is in this city whose inhabitants are all reputed to
be born poets, that classical music and folk music
have developed. The cradle of a great many artists, a
centre of theatrical creation, the ancient capital of
Vietnam was also once a hub of literature and science.
Medicine and astronomy come to life there and
for a long time, the influence of her scholars has
been felt far hevond the walls of the city.

But this city, which boasts a milienary history,
and which is one of the highest expressions of Viet-
namese creativity, is today threatened in some of its
mos! characteristic elements. It is both worn by time
and the destruction caused by one of the most cruel
wars in history.

Almost all the buildings inside the Citadel, in the
Forbidden Citv, were burnt down by a fire in 1947,
and the. fighting which took place in 1963 destroyed
a number of the monuments in the southern part of
the citv.

In this monsoon region a permanent danger is pos-
ed to many buildings which have already been
damaged by typhoons. Wind and rain disfigure
decorative element, ruin colours, and undermine the
wooden f{ramework, while gardens and ponds are
overgrown by weeds.

Hue must be saved, for Vietnam, as a syvmbol of
this countrv’'s cultural identity, and for the world as
well, as an integral part of the indivisible legacy of
humanity.

The Vietnamese government has for years made
great efforts to save the city. It has created a com-
mittee for the preservation of historical monuments
and has launched projects for the protection, under-
taken indispensable archival work, and has prepared:
plans for restoration and reconstruction.

It also intends to give the city a radiance worthy
of its prestigious past. Hue will not only become a
vast museum testifying to past history;tt will be
given an opportunity to develop its cultural life to
‘the full.

These actions, however, are limited and will not be
sufficient to save Hue. The very expensive pro-
gramme is bevond the means of a country cruelly
tried for decades, and which, at present, has to cope
with innumerable problems of ecoromic rehabilita-
tion. Therefore, the international community is called
upon to join forces with the Vietnamese people in
order to save the city of Huc lor posterity.

No. 1 —-1982

That is why [ invite, in accordance with the reso-
lution adopted. by the z20th session of the UNESCO
General Confercnce, the governments of ail member
countries, international, governmental and non
governmental organizations, public and privatei nstitu-
tions, financial bodies, and the peoples of different
countries, to take part, through voluntary contribu-
tions of all kinds, in the protection, preservation
restoration and development of the city of Hue.

I invite UNESCO national committeces and all
people of good will, to set up in each member
country a national committee whose function is to
makeé the public aware of the problems of Hue and
to collect necessary assistance.

I invite all museums, art galleries and libraries to
organisc exhibitions and displays on Hue, the proceeds
of which will go to a special fund cstablished to
finance a campaign for the benefit of the city.

I invite all intellectuals, artists, writers, historians
and sociologists, and all those whose work is in
information—journalists, reporters, and members of
the press, radio, television and cinema — to motivate
the public in all countries on the problems of flue,
and to help in saving it.

I invite all Vietnamese., wherever they are in the
world, to contribute to the success of the Campaign
for the Protection, and Development of Hue.

I hope that contributions will be proportional to the
great task undertaken : to preserve an urban environ-
ment so steeped in history, bearing the imprint of a
profound harmony, and te safeguard the living trea-
sure of the soul of the city for tlie happiness of
people who live there as well as for the pleasure of
those who visit it.

On 25 1981 at a conference

held in Hanoi’s International Club Mr M'Bow outlined the

November. press
main points of the joint Vietnam—UNESCO plan of artion
for the comnservation and restoration of the Hue monu-
ments . to restore ar rccomstruct 15 monuments in the

Royal Palace and 2 royal tombs; with a budget of 4

million doflars U.S; using 700 Vietnamese crafispeople,
technicians and experts with the collabeoration of interna-
tional technicians and experts and in a fixcd period of

time fram 19811986,
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Gardens in Hué

ISITORS to Hue cannot fail to
be impressed by the extra-

ordinary restfulness of the
city. With the exception of a small

business quarter en the left bank
of the Perfumed River, the whole
old imperial capital city is bathed
in a sercne atmosphere. There is
little
muffled. Even the proverbial sum-
mer heat

very dust and noises are

of the 'central coast
secems to relent there. Houses and
public buildings are all screened
by trees along the banks of the
well-known Perfumed River cros-
sing the city

Hue can be rightly described as
a garden city. the central
areas are reminiscent of the coun-
try: wherever one looks there are
gardens upon gardens, lush, fruit-
laden all the year round.

Even

Climatic and soil conditions in
Hue are favourable to plant spe-
cies from both the north and the
south, be it the southern mangos-
teen and rambutan, or the northern
mandarin and jujube. Moreover,
Hue seems to be the natural water-
shed for plant life. North of it
mangosteen does bear fruit

and mandarin is rarely seen south

not

of it. Native fruit are well known
throughout the country Lotus seeds
from Tinh Tam (Serenitv) Lake

are choice

incomparable, and
longans which, in the past, appear-
ed only on the Kings' table, are

much sought after. As for grape-
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fruit, they outdo in taste and

flavour any other variety, even
the Doan Hung variety in the
north and the Bien Hoa variety
in the south. A recent survey,
jointly conducted in four city
wards and suburban villages by
he Municipal People’s Committee
and the Hue College of Agriculture,
shows that the average area of a gar.
den is 1,810 square metres of which
73 per cent is given over to per-
ennial trees, the rest to
vegetables and subsidiary food
crops. Each garden grows an
average of ten jackfruit trees and
eight butter-and-egg trees, in ad-
dition to banana, iaboticaba, pine-
apple, orange, carambola, lemon,
grapefruil and sapodilla. Tea is
also grown in great quantity, but
since the plants are small they
take up little room. ~

and

Gardens in the city proper cover
around four hundred hectares and
give around 2,500 tons of fruit a
year; which account
half of the
produce. A cropping pattern has
been established over the vyears,

for about
income from garden

The most common species inside
the city
milkfruit,

are longan,
and

jaboticaba,
Other
areas specialize in jackfruit, pine-
apple,

pepper,
litchi, plum, and pot plants.

sapodilla.

tamarind, mandarin, tea,

mangosteen, mulberry,

the
have the same

Even outside

suburbs,

in villages
gardens

v

characteristics, while there the
orchard area is much greater than
inside the city. A family at Tien
Noi hamlet owns a garden of about
two thousand square metres which
is girdled by bamfoo and fattan,

and half of which rotates rice,

~maize and manioc. The other half

is for fruit trees among them five
coconut trees, many banana groves,
a couple of jaboticaba, jackfruit
trees, one tamarind tree, and one
guava tree, which are all easy to
grow. There are also flowers—

floating hearts, poincianas, and
daisies -IWhich, on the first, fif-
teenth and thirtieth days of the
lunar month, were offered tol
one’s ancestors. It is difficult to
say with any

exactitude how

much an owner can earn irom
his garden. Those interviewed only
gave approximate figures of on-
the-spot sales, which vary accord-
ing to rise and fall in prices, and
did not mention consumption by
their families, which depends on
the size of each household and
its living standard. However,
estimates in 1980 put income from
garden produce per family be-
tween 4,000 and 5,000 dong. The
owner of the garden at Tien Noi
said he got about 2,500 dong that
year, not to mention the

from chickens

income
and pigs, which
lived in the garden. Besides,- he
could sell his bamboo once every
three years for about 500 dong.

Gardening, therefore, receives

great attention from the municipa

VIETNAM COURIER



VIETNAM ADVANCES

COMPETITION
FOR ‘
CHEO
 SINGERS

A national competition for Cheo (1) .

singers, the first of its kind, was held
in Thai Binh province late in 1981
Some 7o participants represented not
onlv the provinces in the delta which
have long traditions in this art form,
but also mountain provinces such as
Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Sonm, etc.

The performers were in very geod
SJorm and executed with assurance even
the eldest, most difficult airs.

The event proved that Cheo was
still a developing art, in which chan-
ges are being made for better styles.
In impersonating Thi Kinh, Xuy Van,
Chau Long and other traditional
characters singers adopted different
ways of punctuation, phrasing, -and
modulation te make old stories more
appealing to the audience

What was also evident was that
both historical figures (Duong Van
Nga, Nguyen Phi Y Lan) and con-
temporary people (soldiers, agricul-
tural co-operative Sforest
workers) can be successfully portrayed

members,

in Cheo. The -question ias to develop
the stortes logically and choose, from
among the hundreds of established airs,
the most appropriate ones.

The jury agreed that the new styles
in singing  had greater appeal. It
also acclaimed the invention of new
airs. The adoption of folk songs in a
play on the western “higlands and a
duet in a play by the troupe from Hai
Hung  province cwere cited as two
suecessful irnovations.

Whatever their degrees of success,
all the plays'staged at the competitton
were laudable efforts at exploring an
unlimited horizon,

TRUNG DONG

'

1. A form of traditional opera
as distinct from Tuong and Cat
Luong.

and  provincial -authorities. A
“Garden Economy Committee”
has been set up to help the pro-
vincial party organisation and
People’s Committee in policy-mak-
ing for this branch of production.

Already many subjects have
been discussed, but it is agreed
that gardening is of great import-
ance to the local economy. Gar-
dens not only add to the beauty
of the city and benefits the envi-
ronment, they provide vegetables,
fruit, animal fodder, medicinal
materials, {lowers, firewood and
materials for export production.
Bee-keeping and mushroom cul-
tivation are two other by-products.

Hue cuisine is a byword in Viet-
nam. Housewives can pr:pare
many different dishes from home-
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grown produce which cost almost
nothing, but which are very tasty
and nourishing, and are such a
pleasure for the eye to behold.

However, to quite a number of
people gardening is still more a
hobby than a profitable way of
making a living. To them a garden
is a status symbol, not a Tuseful
source of income, and they rate
plants and trees according to their
rarity and originality rather than
their economic values.

The local authorities, therefore,
are concentrating on zoning for spe-
cialization and on gearinggardening,
animal husbandry, apiculture and
mushroom raising, which are
fairly new lines. A vast program
is afoot to improve existing gar-

dens, open new ones in unclaimed
or war-devastated areas, introduce
new varieties and techniques. The
program also provides for supplies
of insecticides, fertilizers, and the
tapping of outlets.

Hue inhabitants, zealous guar-
dians of traditions, are making
great efforts to modernize their
city while preserving its classical
beauty. Their gardens, through
this development program, are
expected to acquire still greater
economic and cultural significance

PHAN QUANG
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Tradifdional

CUSTOMS

 Vieltnam

DURING

THE

LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL

is the most bustling, animat-

ed and jubilant testival of

the Vietnamese people, the
first and foremost holiday in
Vietnam.

TET {Lunar New Year Festival)

the harvest season
is {ree 1o

At this time
is over, so everybody

rest and play after a vear of hard.

work and to greet the new year’s
coming, with its promises and
hopes.

In the first place. Tet is a family
Sfestizal. Wherever they go or
whatever they do, every Vietnam-
ese wants to be at liome during
the three days of Tet to see their
relatives, pray to their auncestors,
look after their family’s altar,
graves, areca-nut tree, well, etc.

Even in the thick of the war of
resistance against U.S, aggression
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an anti-aircraft gunner on duty or
a volunteer girl mending a road
in the Iruong Son range would
observe Tet. They turned their
thoughts'to their family and native
place, and the unit where they
worked always tried to create for
them a warm  atmosphere by
preparing decorations, food and
recreation congenial to a_family.

Preparations to ' celebrate Tet
and greet. the new year thus
comprise many meaningful and
interesting activities

Praying to the Kitchen God. Tend-
ing graves.

The opening rite of Tet is
sending the Kitchen God off to
heaven on the afternoon of the
23rd of the twellth month (lunar
calendar). In the country-side
when iron tripods and kerosene

cookers were unknown, people
used tripods made of clay mixed
with rice husks. Every vear before
the 23rd of the twelfth month
they bought new ones. These

blocks were not to be slighted
becausz they personified the Ki'-
chen God who knew everything
about the family. On the 23rd of
the twelfth month the Kitchen God
went to heaven to report, and seek
the King of heaven’s favour for
the family. The cult of the Kit-
chen God may be a symbol of a
mythical ancestor, a vestige off
the cult of fire and a rite of
purification by {ire.

From the zoth to the 25th or
26th of the twelfth month people
tedd graves. Bringing offerings,
(incense, flowers, boiled rice and
fowls) to one’s relatives’
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graves tending them
belore one’s  ances-
tors” souls to spend Tet with their
offspring  comes from a noble
philosophy @ to think of the spring
when drinking its water.

and
asking

Planting a néu tree

Between the z3rd and the 3oth
of the twelfth mouth, people in
many places, in the plains as in
the mountains, plant a néu tree.
This is a bamboo pole planted in
front of the house with a few
things dangling from its top.

According to folk-icgend, it is
a Buddhist belief to prevent ghosts

and devils from coming to
harm people. In truth,
it is a symbol of a cosmic

tree receiving sunbemns and spring
air.

Tet decorations: parallel sentences,
fulk pictures

“ Fatty meat, pickled scallions
red parallel sentences, Niu tree,
firecrackers amd greea rice cakes,”

One of the six Tet novelties,
parallel sentences bring pleasure
to onc's eves when entering a

Jouse during the festival.

The parailel sentences constitute
a literary form puarticular to the
East, an’ artistic work with a
profound meaning and tine words.
Spring is alwavs the season of
new hopes. These hopes are
materialized in New Year’s greet-
ings and songs in  praise of
Spring. These are also solemnly
materialized in parallel sentences
hung on both sides of the aluar,
on the walls, between two pillars
voicing thoughts about society,
l_ife, Spring davs, hnpes, happiness,
feelings, or an educational precept,
a guide to action.

1

Tolay parallel

stitl in vogue.

sentences are

Ne T8

_precious than gold

Folle pictures

otk pictures, conventionally
called Tet pictures, bring a flavour
of Tet and Spring to everv home.

Our people like Tet pictures
tirstly because these are greel-
ings in sharp lines and vivid
colour, simple, unaffected and

evocative, akin to the variegated
natural beauty of their native land
and daily life.

Moreover, {olk pictures faithfully
reflect traditional scenes of life,
thus materializing our ancestors’,

dreams, hopes. aspirations, views
on human life and concepts of
beauty, truth and gopd. They

usually represent such animals as
fowls, pigs, Dbuffaloes, natural
landscape, festivities in the Viet-
namese countryside of yore and
portraits of national heroes.

Flowers, mandarins and displaving
a tray of fioe fruit

Peach-blossom is a gorgeous
symbol of the Vietnamese Spring.
This fiower is not as iragrant as
chrysanthemum, peony. narcissus
or orchid, but people like it, for
its pink or red colour symbolizes
freshness and optimism. A branch
of ‘peach-tree blossoming on New

Year’'s Day portends a merry
year for the family. The red
colour of peach also symbolizes

the sun and the warm spring air.

And to make peach blossom on
the New Year’s Day at the right
time, requires a consummate skill
in grafting, clipping, plucking off
leaves and boosting buds.

Chrysanthemum, sea flower,
peony, narcissus all = contribute
their perfume and colour to Viet-
nam’s traditional Tet. Chrysanthe-
mums svmbolize a medest, discrect
and secluded way of life. They
were considered by the 15ih cen-
tury poet Nguven L'rai to be more
because they
svinbolize a rich soul.

= Peony, regarded as the king of
flowers, is a big beautiful, red,
purple or white flower, fragrant
like a rose.

Narcissus, a fairy in the water,
evokes the pureness and vitality
of Spring with its white petals,
vellow pistil, swect scent, a pecu-
liar perfume: fragrant but delicate,
familiar but pure and ucble.

The custom of arranging narcis-

si has gone beyond a family
aesthetic pastime to become a
contest  of marcissi at Tet at a

number of well-known commu-
nal houses and pagodas in Ianoi
and Haiphong.

Unlike Hanoi, people in Ho Chi
Minh City like to arrange plum.
flowers and vellow plum biossoms
prevail in flower markets.

Our ancestors arranged not only
flowers but also fruit, mandarins
in particular.

Mandarins are planted in pots,
preferably in cel-skin (brownish)
glazed earthenware pots made at
Huong Canh, Tho I1a, Que, Quao ..
near Hanoi and famous for their
jars. What is beautiful in manda-
rins is their many even, fruit with
their glossy, vellow, thin skins,

their light-green leaves, their
upright stems and hard branches,
Displayed in the centre of the

house, mandarins symbolize our
people’s joy at a bumper harvest

and a life of plenty.

The custom of arranging flowers
and mandarins usually goes along
with the displaving of five (or
cight) fruit: a branch of green
bananas,a grape-fruit or shaddock,/
some oranges, a few mandarins.
a citrus fruit known as * Buddha's
hand 7, some persimmons; on a
tray with a pedestal or a big plate
so as to look  wellwrrunged
aud altractive,



- ing and

From time immemorial. flowers
and fruit constitute indispensable
offerings to the gods and one’s
ancestors. However, the custom of
displaying a tray of five fruit soon
moved out of pagodas and temples
to hecome a custom of our entire
people. Ours being an agricultural
people Tétis also an occasion to
end the agricultural season and the
offering of five fruit to one's
ancestors therefore symbolises the
family’s prosperity.

Personal
Spring:

adornments  to greet

with the customn of
embellishirg one’s house with
parallel sentences, Tet pictures,
flowers and fruit, our people also
adorn themselves to greet Spring
and put on new, beautiful and smart
'cI"’ot/.:ex during the three cdays of
e,

1Together

Onae of these fine customs is
that of washing one’s face with cori-
ander waler and washing one's hair
with v tiver water 10 cleanse one’s
body and purify one’s soul.

Coriander is a kind of condiment
to be eaten raw. both as flavour-
dressing ingredient for
Tet meals. After fructification, the
whole plant is boiled to give a
fragrant water to wash one's face
with. Dropping a towel into a
basin of smoking coriander water,
oune feels completely renewed.

To wash their hair to greet Tet,
women use water boiled with
vetiver root. Originally a rmaterial
to make joss-sticks, it is also
planted in one’s garden to be used
to perfume and “soften the hair
Hair washed with vetiver water
on the eve of Tet keeps fragrant
until the fifteenth of the first
month of the new lunar year.

Guing to market

A market is not merely a place
to exchange, buy and sell goods,
it is also, particularly in the
highlands, a place 1o meet friends
anl relatives impart news... Hence
a market day is a dav of econ-
omic and cultural life, a day of
rest and recreation for the peasants
who toil all the year round and
need a change in atmosphere and
environment.

In the plains, markets are held
near a landing stage, at the entran-
ce our exit of a 'village, outside
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a citadel on a iargc open ground,
under the shade of tall trees.

In the mountain, markets are
the rendezvous of boys and girls,
the festivals of Nung-Tay ‘“sli”
and *‘luon” tunes, melodious
songs, flute performances and
dance executions with multicolour-
ed clothes and parasols of the
H'mong and Thai minorities.

Hanoi flower-market is held

once a year day and night during

half
(tunar

the latter
month

several weeks in
of the twelfth
calendar).

Hanoi flower-market sells all
kinds of flowers, mandarins,
ornamental plants, gold fish... but
it can be rightly called peach-
blossom market.” It used "to be
organized along iiang Luoc Street,
the former bank of To Lich
river. {

Ceremonies to greet the New Y ear

In the afternoon of the last day
of the lunar year our people give
offerings to their aucestors as a
vear-end-rite, then wait for New
Year's Eve.

New Year’s Lve is a sacred
moment when Earth and Heaven
communicate with each other as
tradition has it, the last night of
the old year before the first day
of the new vyear comes. For
most people in the world following
either lunar or solar calendar the
transition mark between the old
and the new years is solemnly
observed for it brings a new fate,
a new happiness.

In the past, on New Year's Eve
there was a custom of singing
greetings.

A dice-band comprising about
fifteen children carrying a bam-
boo tube with a few cents inside
would go from house to house and
sing greetings to the family and
relatives. Wherever they called
the child coming first emptied the
bamboo tube on the ground and
the band sang some verses.

When they finished the house
owner gave them a few brand-
new ceunts to bring them luck for
the new year.

In the countryside a communal
vear-end ceremony was held on
New Year's Eve 1t started at the

Hoi hour (11 p.m) and lasted until
the T’y hour (12 mid night), the
opening of Tet. Tou this end an
altar was erected in the yard of
the communal house, sometimes
in front of the watch tower, and
offerings of incense, votive, paper,
flowers, fruit and alcohel  were
solemnly presented amid a din of
drum and. gong beating, fire-
crackers, etc.

New Year's Day customs

The new year begins at mid-
night. Firecrackers keep bursting
butitis “dark like the night on
New Year’s Eve . In many places
it is taboo to do any thing until
morning comes.

In the pact our people regarded
New Year's Day as a most sacred
occasion with a bearing on per-
sonal happiness and family a{fairs,
Therefore they were intent on
spending the three davs of Tet in
a4 merry mood. ’

One keen expectation was 1o
have as firstfooter a virtuous and
amiable man who fared well in
his business.

In Nam Ha province some first-
footers brought with them a jar
of water, which portends that
money will flow like waler. The
hosts carefully kept the jars like
treasures and wished their guests
the best of luck while entertainine
them solemnly. People in deep
mourning, of bad conduct or bad
business, or stupid, would be
jinxes putting the evil eye on the
host’s affairs throughout the vear.

Together with the custom of
firstfooting was that of wisking
good luck jor the new vear accord-
ing to which grand-parents and
parents gave children some brand
new money. Guests calling at a
house also did the same 10 the
owner’s children and youngsters
visiting somebody were treated
alike  following a Vietnamese
tradition of care for the old and
the young.

Another custom is that of
Jirst outing, that is to g, out for
the [irst time. A propitious hour
and direction should be chosen
in advance. Tothis end one should
ask for the advice of seers who
divine it in their calendars before

Tet.
Writing for the first time also
required a propitious day and

hoar — this  being considered im-
portant for scholars and officials
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Flowered or scarlet paper were
used for this matter. Many veople
made a poein on this occasion.

Still another custom was that of
buying luck and selling blunder. In
some places symbolic Tet market
days were held to get rid of bad
luck and blunder, "and to bring
good luck, success, happiness and
wisdom, like Dong market (in for-

~mer Ha Nam province). Phu Giay

market {in former Nam Dinh prov-
ince). Each’ person tried to sell
something rapidly ~ the old year’s
blunder. For the buver, everything
bought was luck. From Ngtie Tinh
province down to South Central
Vietnam there was a similar cus-
tom: people sold rice, sweetmeats,
toys... without caring for profit, or
went shouting . * Who buys blun-
der 7”. Some people combine their
first outing with buying luck and
selling blunder. That was the naive
and spontaneous aspect of folk be-
lief but most of these customs
have fallen into disuse.

Three davs of communion will one’s
ancestors. Pa‘\'fng courtesy  isity.
Filial piety, familv feelings. Ties he-
tween master and disciple in Te! and
Spring davs.

Vietnam’s traditional folk belief
has it that anniversaries should he
held every year to commemorate
the dead. Besides, on New Year's
Day every family should present

“offerings 1o iis ancestors.

Manv rural places kept the cus-
tom of paying respects to one's
family ancestors on New Year’s
day. Bringing food, betel or
sticks with them, family relatives
gathered in a house, bowed be-

" fore their ancestors’ altar, then dis-

cussed family affairs, particularly
the anniversaries in the year, and
reviewed the happenings to  each
and every member of the family-
fending mutual help in case of
need.

The cult of ancestors is truly Viet-
nam’s traditional religton.

The custom of burntng incense, a
fine and respectful custom in Tet
days, is a widespread and long-
standing one. Archaeological re-
search has discovered incense burn-
ers in Vietnawm dating to time B.C.

The scent of incense blending
with the atmosphere helps the
commmunion betwecen hcaven and

earth, man and gods.

The custom of firing crackers is
also a wide-spread one svmbaliz-
ing onr people’s jov to greet Tet
and Spring. The report of crackers
is meant to drive awav  evil spi-
rits, it dispels people’s worries and
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" said their Tet

joss-

makes them ready for new happi-
ness.

In the “distinguished ” familics
of yore, after presenting offerings
to the family’s ancestors and the
god of the soil, children gathered
arcund their grandparents and pa-
rents then bowed in respect and
greelings wilh many
returns of the davin gratitude for their
birth and upbringing. After that,
grandparents and parents reminded
their children to live iogether in
unity, taught them some moral
precepts “‘to be studious, well-
behaved, deferential to elders, yield-
ing  to youngers”.. and gave
them a littie moncy to bring them
luck for the new year. With pea-
sant’s families the ‘custom was less
rigid. ’

In a Lig family, members have to
allot among themselves the task
of paying respects and courtesy
calls wHich should all be done in
the first day of the New Year with
relatives on the father's side.

The second day of the new year
is devoted to visiting relatives on

the mother's side:” families of
one's grandmothers’ mother and
wile.

On the third  day of the new
year, all disciples whatever their
age and standing  would call at
their former master and bow in
respect to  his ancestors. (Pre-
viously they met to extend him
material aid if he needed). A patient,
albeit reccvered for a Jong time,
would also call at his physician,
Generally spedking, Tet isan oc-
casion to requite someone’s help by

paying courtesy visits and pre-
senting gifts,

Next come the visits to one’s
friends and neighbours. During

the three days of Tet, people re-
ceive guests without minding about
time, offering tea and betel then
alcohol, cakes and meals. The
guests should be courteous, drink a
little alcohol and eat a few dabs
of pastry even if they refuse a
meal. Merriest of all is to share a
Tet repast. :

On the third day, people used to
hold a ceremony (o see the ances-
tors off by burning votive objects
on the altar. Some rich families
held it on the fourth day, inviting
their relations to attend the cere-
mony and share a meal. So ended
Tet.

- Tet dishes

LEvervoue has original dishes for

New Year's day, without which

the festival would lose much of
its flavour.

Glutinous rice cake : This” number
one Tet dish gocs along with faity
meat and pickied scallions. Qur an-
cestors regarded it as a  crystalli-
zation of the best things of the
land. o

.

It may havea savoury or sweet
filling.  The glutinous rice must
be fragrant, white and pounded
carefully.  Wrapping it requires
great dexterity which varies  with
localities.  Glutinous rice - cakes
should be cooked during a whole
night (12 hours). In the night of
the 29th or 30 th day of the twelfth
month (lunar calendar) an atmos-
phere of Tet prevails among those
walching the pot of glutinous rice
cakes boil while chatting. Once
boiled the cakes are soaked in cold
water. Dexterous women then com-
press the cake to get a pretty form
and a compact content. The cakes
arc wrapped with a fresh arrow-
root leaf, tied with a red string for
a better prescrvation and prettier
presentation. Gaslr(mo-my recog-
vizes that glutinous rice cakes are
highly nutritious owing 10 an ade-
gquate combination of vegetal and
animal proteins (green Leans, meat,
fat) with other nutricnts like lipids,
sugar, vitamins and mineral saits.

Preserved fruit: Apart {rom glu-
tinous rice cakes and ather sweet
cakes, preserved fruit is a much
appreciated Tet dish. Tt is 2 pro-
duct of Viethamese {ruit processed
in a Vietnamese way. While Eu-
ropeans have jam, we have many
kinds of preserved fruit mace from
lotus seeds, ginger. peanuts, coco-
nuts, gourds, persimmon, bananas
lemons mandarins, oranges, tange-
rines, ete, served separately or in
groups of five or ten preserved
fruit. )

Bean pastry @ it is a rare treat to
be invited to eat a bean pastry
with a glutinous rice cake when
one pays a Tet call at a house.
Bean pastry is nne among a score
of other Vietnamese pastries, bu
to taste it on this occasion increa-
scs its relish. It was originally
made in pagodas to be eaten with
sacrificial glutinous rice cookies,
Prepared from green beans and
treacle, it must be cooked {rom
morn till night, then put out on
plates or mouldslined with banana
leaf and powdered with sesame-
attractive to both the eye and the
palate.

After VUONG HAO TU
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Vo An Ninh

PHOTOGRAPHER

PAR EXCELLENCE

O An Ninh, whose fame as a
photographer spread far and
wide right at the time of

French occupation, is now 76 years
old. In Ho Chi Minh City an
exhibition of his works was packed
for days on end. Vo An Ninh is
the oldest in his trade, and his
was the first individual photogra-
phic exhibition in the country.

Vo An Ninh's love of photogra-
phy began at the age of sixteen,
when he spent all his savings — 32
piastres, or 320 francs — on a Zeiss
Ikom, Y 45143, which has been his
inseparable companion ever since.
His first pictures were of a picnic
by students of Buoi College, and
of rural scenes. A friend of his,
To Ngoc Van, decided that he had
some “talent ” and advised him to
adopt photography as a means of
self-expression.
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At a competition held by the
Hanoi Fine Arts College in 1935

Vo An Ninh won first prize for a -

picture of rafts on the sea at Sarmn

. Son. Asthe first Vietnamese photo-

grapher to have won such a prize
and on a local theme at

that, Vo
An Ninh won great admiration,
even from the French. The follow-
ing years, from 1936 to 193%, he
successively got top prizes in Hue
and France.

In February
Ninh had

dent, a French army lorry hurled

1937 Vo An

a serious road acci-

him into the air, and one of his
feet was crushed. He spent threc
months in hospital and there was
little hope that he would ever be
Yet,
dedication to his cailing and love
of the country combined to heal

able to resume his activities.

him, and Vo An Ninh set to
work again with unabated zest. . .

Vo An Ninh is not only an ar-
" tist, but also a historian in his

tashion. In 1936, influenced by the
French Popular Front, he felt that
important events were taking place
right in Vietnam and that it was
his responsibility to record them
with his camera. The mass rally
of tens of thousands of working
people in Hanoi on May Day that
vear almost overwhelmed him
with its strength, and the pictures-
he took that day set the course for
his future activity — art news pho-

tography.

In the historic year of 1945, Vo
An Ninh, in a series of invaluable
photos recorded the terrible japan-
ese — caused famine which took
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two million lives, and the August
Revolution itself. The weekly
Trung-Bac Chu Nhat gave full
coverage on its first and fourth
peges to his photos of the takeover
in Hanot and Saigon. Vo An Ninh
was the only news photographer(he
was working for Vi nuoc) to make
a scoop with his pictures of Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh on the French
battleship Dumont Durville return-
ing to Cam Ranh in October 1946
after an official visit to France.
In early 1950, Vo An Ninh made
several trips to Saigon. An album
of 60 pictures taken of the huge
anti-US demonstrations in that city
during those hectic days is still
edifying. The two US destroyers,
the USS 786 and 880, clearly shown
against the backdrop of Saigon
harbor, were the first proof of US
intervention in Indochina,

Many, indeced the major part, of
Vo An Ninh's works are landsca-
pes, and the 37 black-and-white
photo; atthe Ho Chi Minh City
but a very
small part of what he has put out
over the years. His landscapes all
bear the light touches of ancient
paintings, but the impression they

exhibition constitute

leave is deep. Hanoi’s OQutskirts at
the Approach of Autumn conveys
very well the first feeling of chill
with a woman carrying a pair of
baskets .on her shoulders and, be-
hind her, a row of bare, mist-shroud-
ed arjun trees on a freshly plough-
ed field. In Buffaloes by Lotus
Pond the countryside comes alive
with cowherds and their animals
with sunshine glinting on lotus
leaves. Mui Ne, a stock sand-and-
wave theme, is a great success with
all the hallmarks of Vo An Ninh:
two Patchcs —the waves,
black, the sand, white—form a great

contrast and yet a harmonious
whole in the pitiless glare of morn-

big
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ing sunin summertime. Nam Trien
Rivermouth wi h its big sails stand-
ing out against a smooth, glossy
sea and a limpid sky has all the
beauty of a painting.

Vo An Ninh has a special eye
for mountains. In Pines he mana-
ges to capture sunshine on bran-
ches in the middleground and
gives a great strength to his ver.
tical composition. Sapa, with pines
in both the foreground and back-
ground and a pyramidal composi-
tion, gives a feeling of both light-
ness and solidity. Spring in Hoang
Lien Son, The Town of Sapa, Ban
Gioc Falls, Outpost At Chi Lang,
etc. are other incomparable works
of art.

Vo An Ninh has travelled the
length and breadth of the country,
He has made as many as 50 visits
to Huong Pagoda, each time seeing
the famous scene in a new light.
For him Huong Pagoda is the em-
bodiment of the beauty of Vietnam.
In his 15 visits to Cuc Phuong
National Park he has made friends
with all the seven chief cuystodians
there. Once he spent almost a week
on the top of Hoang Lien Son, the
highest mountain in Vietnam,
waiting for the right moment to
take pictures of clouds. Even in
Ha Long Bay, a much frequented
place, Vo An Ninh’s originality
shows through. Regardless of the
handicap of his lame leg he mana-

ged to get to the top of Bai Tho

"Mount and took his pictures from

that precarious perch. His Bo Nong
Grotte remains a wonder not only
to his public but to his colleagues
as well..

To test his strength, at the age
of seventy Vo An Ninh accom-
panied a geological team 1o the
northernmost part of the country.
One winter night sitting by a roar-

ing fire at an altitude of two
thousand metres, Vo An Ninh
confided to his young friends,
“I wish I could make a trip to the
southernmost tip of the country. ”
One of the men jokingly cupped
his hand on Vo An Ninh's knee-
cap and shook it lightly, “No”
the old man protested. “You
should test this,” he added, remov-
ing the man's hand from his
knee' and placing it on his chest.
Seven months later, after South
Vietnam had been liberated, Vo
An Ninh went to Ca Mau aud,
from there, journeyed to the
islands of Con Dao and Phu Quoc,
to Ha Tien, Tien Giang and Hau
Giaog. His pictures were as full of
vitality as ever.

At the Ho Chi Minh City exhibi-
tion one admirer asked Vo An
Ninh, ** Are there any places you
haven’t seen, or which have disap-
pointed you?” **[’ve never been to
the Hoang Sa Islands”,Vo An Ninh
said without hesitation. “1 missed
an opportunity some twenty years
ago. Now the Chinese are there:
It I cannot see those places, my
colleagues will”. “On the other
hand”, Vo An Ninh continued,
“Sapa is the place I've visited most
assiduously. Unfortunately I've
never been blessed with the sight
of snow there, although I missed
many Tets in Hanoi for that very
reason. At times it did not snow,
and when it did at all, it was too
light. During the particularly se-
vere cold spell in 1976 there was a
good fall. I heard it on the radio
while I was in Hue, but when 1
arrived I was too late V.

At 78 Vo An Ninh is as tireless
as ever. He continues to roam the

country in search of beauty, in the
company of his old Zeiss Ikon.

PHUONG HA
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HISTORIAN

engagé. He makes no secret
about it. In the preface to
his latest boolk, Victnam: The Revo-.

futionarv  Pqth (1) he says in con-
clusion:

“All historians, T beljeve,
be somewhat engagés ™.

THOM;\S Hodgkin is a historian

must

For those who have known this
Emeritus Fellow of Oxford as an
expert on  Africa, the question
springs to mind : * What road has
brought him to the revolutionary
path " of a  Southeast Asian
country ?”

Thomas Tlodgkin's option for the
Victnamese people, to whom he
dedicates his book, is the logical
outcome of his intellectual journey
and’no doubt the natural result of
his anti-colonialist ethic. For nearly
half a century he has been greatly
interested in the national liberation
movements in the Middle  East,
India, and especially Africa. He
has taught in  Africa,
and North Arnerica. From 1662 to
1965 he wuas Director of the Insti-
tute for Africnun Studies at the
University of Ghana and wrote
three books. besidzs a number of
articles on African history : ** Na-
tionalism in_ cclonial  “Africa”,
“African Political Parties 7,
“Nigerian Perspectives ™

The last-named book an antho-

Jogy of historical texts, has
become a classic in its field as
well as an  excellent referen-

ce work. According to the Times
Literary — Supplement, “it is a

first rate introduction to the litera: -

ture available on Nigeria’s past’.
Published in 1960, the vear of the
Nigerian declsration of indepen-
dence, it covers a period from time
immemorial to the end of the
19th centurv snd British domina-
tion. The full documientation on
the social, political, economic, reli-

gious amddniellectual planes
reveals a cultural herifage of uni-
magined richness. A uotation
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Europe.

from Calif Muhammed Bello re-

veals much about the author’s
communion with black people’s
history : ‘

“The soul continues to be én-

“nobled in the study of the history

of this generous age, especially
when there is added to it the
history of the strange and won-
derful events which liave occurred
in this land before . , '

How far this is from Rudyard
Kipling's bitter quip: * East is
Last and West is West..1”

In the gfio’s, events in Vietnam
“sentto thie  lharricades” - the
expression is David Marr’s — Tho-

mas  Hodgkin and  mauvy other
Western inteilecluals. In fact he
was prepared for this by the
atmosphere in his own family. His
wife, Dorothy Crewfoot,” was

awarded the Nobel prize for her
work on the structural analysis of
biochiemical substances such as
vitamin Biz, and participated in
medical aid for the Vietnamese
people. which brought about their
first journey to Vietnam in 1971
and the awakening of his interest
in our history. His mother was
active in the DBritish-Vietnamese
Friendship Association. His daugh-
ter, Elizabeth, worked with the
Voreign Languages  Publishing
House in Hanoi, and his sister-
in-law, Mary Cowan, made adapta-
tions of Vietnamese poetry and
was a contributor to. the knglish
edition of Vietnamese Literature(2)

But it was Thomas Hodgkin's
second journey to Vietnam in 1974
which made him decide to work
on the history of our country. He
collected documents, visited tem-
ples, pagodas, citadels, communal
houses, dykes, lakes, battleficlds of
ancient times, museums, towns,
villages, and above all talked to
people from al! walks of life:
historians, social scientists, writers,
workers, peasants,

What struck him first was, as
is the case with many other people
from the West (3), the Vietnamese
people’s * historical consciousness .
“1The Vietnamese are, I believe,
the most historicallv minded people
in the world. True, all peoples who
have been involved in prolonged
and difficult_struggles for national
liberation — Greeks Bulgars, Poles,
Americans and Irish, for example
—have acquired well developed
forms of historical consciousness.
But in the case of the Vietnamese
the special difficulties of the
struggle, the intensity and duration,
combined with certain characte-
ristics of Vietnamest Listory, have
given rise to a particularly power-
ful and active interest in and
enjoyment of their national past,
at all levels, from peusants to prime
ministers... The purpose of under-
standing the past is to bé” bew
equipped to transform the present...
For the Vietnamese, all history is
contemporary history ” (4).

Indeed, Thomas Hodgkin re-
proaches Western writers on the
history of Western Africa witha
lack of ‘“historical sense’. Says
he : “ Probably they assumed "that
these were... somewhat static
socicties ™ (g).

In order to place Vietnam’s con-
temporary history in proper pers-
pective, he studies its past, both
immediate and remote, showing
deep insight. ‘ :

An article he published in Race
and Class. one year after his second
trip to Vietnam, looked at the
lessons of the Vietnamese revolu-
tion (6). The author raises, among
others, the problem of the constants
of the Vietnamese revolution
which, in his view, are the follow-
ing: {requent floods and ty-
phioons, foreign invasions, the
growing of wet rice, building and
maintenance of river dykes, the
need for effective centralized power
with a view to water control, and
above all the village as the cell of
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society, communal Jland, stimula-
ting respect for the collective life
and fostering ideas of sofidarity
and mutual help™. Another note-
worthy constant is the nation-class
dialectical relationship embodied in
the two themes of national resist-

ance and peasant insurrection.
Each in turn dominates. In any
event, the relationship. between

these two components - nation and
class —is of mujor political import-
ance. We shall examine later the
central theme of the article: an
analysis of the causes leading to
the victory of the Aungust Revolu-
tion of 1945, which put an end to
80 years of French colonial rule.

In another article, published in
the Oxford Review of Education (7)
in 1976, Thomas Hodgkin  poses
this question; When and why did
the. literati become  revolution-
aries? He atterapts an answer by
comparing the Vistnamese schol-
ars imbucd with Confucianisin to
the  West  Sudanese  mallams

~marked by Islam. Several common

reasons lie behind the fact that in

the two countrics intellectuals
have embarked on the road of
revolt: :

1. In  the pre-colonial period,

there lived in rhe countryside a
social stratum composed of literati
detached  from the adminis-
tratlon and bound to the people,
with  whom they shared misery
and aspirations.

2. Both Confucianism and Islam
are liable to certain interpretations
which are favourable to anti-
colonial ideology.

. 3. There took shape a tradition of
peasant revolt with scholar partici-
pation.

1t was in the cenfrontation with
Western ' imperialism that differ-
ences emerged  between  the
Vietnamese scholars and the West
Sudanese mallams, although both
were patriotic. The latter lacked
a strong national consciousness
while the Vietnamese nation had
been formed at a very eariy date,
Besides, the politico-military prob-
lem of organizing resistance to
the foreigner and the ethical prob-
lem of opting either for resist-
ance, emigration, or collaboration,
were . conceived by them in
Islamic terms. The Muslim idcal
was, and rémains, very powerful,
shared by princes, intellectuals
working in the administration, and
mallams alike. In Vietnam, on the
other hand. the Confucian ideal
was disintegrating. That dif}'crcncc
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led to grave consequences concern-
ing the revolutionary path follow-
cd” by each of these two peoples.

In Vietnam: The
Patii. Thomas Hodgkin comes back
to the questions he posed iu his 1975
article (8): * How was the August
1945 Revolution in  Vietnam
possible 7 'What was the character
of the Revolution? How can it be
explained historically ? These are
large  and  difficult  questions
leading to other questions. They
are the themes of this book.” (g)

Why did he .pick that theme!
The author gives the following
reason:” It was possibly the most
important event in World his-
tory since the October Revolution
in = Russia.. It was the first
revolution  which succeeded in
overthrowing the. power of a
colonial regime. It occurred at a
moment in  history when the
Second World War was ending — a
fortnight after the dropping of the
atom bomb on Iliroshima. Thus,
the Augnust Revolution marks the
beginning of a new epoch—the
watershed when theage of colon-
isation begins to give way to the
age of decolonization. It is at the
saine time a ‘'moment of critical
importance in Vietnam's history.
It ‘is the point of vantage from
which one can
over two millennia of struggle
against foreign aggression, state
building and popular insurrection,
and forwards over thirty years of
restored independence, socialist
construction and resistance to the
panoply of modern imperialism—

and beyond that to the coming
centuries of  advance towards
communism... ” (10)

Those parallels call to mind

Jules Michelet when he made “a
critical projection, on -an analysis
of the present, of cultural patterns
inherited from the past, and again
a projection on the past of questions
raised by the present: historical
objectivity is born of this double
anachronism, of this pre-dialectical
synchronism.” (11).

Like Michelet, Thomas Hodgkin
could sav, at least concerning the
history of \Wietnam: * My thouglts
most often originate in my heart.
It makes my spirit fruitful™.

One must give him full credit
for the scientific accuracy and
objectivity of his investigations,
Having patiently coliected serious
and plentiful documentation, he
examines the history of Vietnam
in Cartesian fashion:

Revoluiionary

look backwards-

historical

T ———

“How was the August Revolu-
tion, the work of the Communist
Party of Vietnam, possible ™

The author gives eight direct
causes, for the period between
1939 and 1945:

1. The establishment of the Viet
Bac revolutionary base and other
bases in the mountain region of
north Vietnam. .

2. The gradual building up of
the Liberation Army, which exist-
ed in embrvo in the first units of
National Salvation troops in 1941,

3. The  mobilization of the
people by the Viet Minh National
Front from May 194, onward.

4. The close relationship  be-
tween the Party and the national
miuorities, in Biac  in
particular.

T
Viet

5. The effective sirategy of the
Party, which refused all ¢collubora-
tion with the Japancse and other
imperialists, and faid emphasis ou
the education of cadres.

6. The terrible consequences of
the famine caused in porth
Vietnam by the French-Jupanese
alliance, during which two million

people died ot hunger.

7. The choice of the favourable
moment (the result of
the exacerbated  contradictions
among the imperialist powers and
the weakening of the French
and the Japanese) for launching
the general armed insurrection.

8. The personal ability of Ho
Chi Minh, his genius,

The historian, however, does not
content himself with those direct
causes, which in his view supply
only a cuperficial  answer. He
goes deeper tnto the probiem by
posing other questions : What kind
of a party was the one which led
the Auvgust Revolution of 19457
How had it developad since thatits
birth in 1930 ? Why was it that party
and not some other  bourgeois
party which gave leadership to .
the national movemwen'? How did
it link Marxism to nationalism?

What was its socizl composition
and its relationships with other
social strata? What roles were

played by the national minoritics,
the  Buddhists, the Christians?
What were the characteristics of
the French colonial regime ? Thoese
of the anti-colonial movement as
it evolved from the 1gth to the
2oth century?
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However, in order to under-
stand the colonial period (1858 ~1045)
one must examine the pre-colonial
days. Hence another series of
questions: What was the politico-
social regime of the Nguyen?
Why and how was that dynasty
defeated by the French? How
was the French implantation
carried out? How had the Nguyen
defeated the Tay Son peasant
insurrection? In order to under-
stand the last phases of the monar-
chical State, one must examine
the evolution of the royal regime
since the country’s liberation from
the Chinese yoke in 939 and,
before that, the iraditions of
struggle since the beginnings of
Chinese domination. Going ~ still
further back, one must study the
characteristics of the first Viet-
namese State, the period of the
Hung Kings the founders of the
countrv, the Bronze Age and the

ong Son  civilization (thousands
of years before the Christian era).

The *“ 4000 years of Vietnamese
history ”, the” backdrop of the
August  Revolution of 1945, are
marked by the constant presence
of a number of themes. Thomas
Hodgkin re-examines and goes
deeper into the ideas he put for-
ward in_his article “The Viet-
namese Revolution and Some Les-
sons ”: the village and its
cgalitarianism, its relative auto-
nomy (12), the existence of an
intelligentsia bound to the people,
the formation of the nation at an
early date, hence a strong national
consciousness, the revolutionary
tradition resulting from the peasant
insurrections, the role played by
the scholars, the solidarity binding
the sixty or so minority nationali-
ties to the Viet majority people,
the interdependence of Vietnamese
history with world history (rela-
tions with other Southeast Asian
countries, Chinese and Indian in-
fluence, implantation of Buropean
imperialism, liaison with / the

arxist International, support from
socialist countries and progressive
forces in the world), victory of
Marxist ideology over Confucia-
nism and the bourgeois ideal, the
cult of the heroic founders and
defenders of the country.

Of the ten chapters of the book,
six are devoted to the period pre-
ceding the French conquest (:858)
and four to contemporary history
(1858-1945).

Although a newcomer to the
field of Vietnamese history, read-
ing  neither Vietnamese, the ném
demotic script, nor classical Chi-
nese, Thomas Hodgkin neverthe-
less succeeds in mastering Viet-
namese historical material, turning

30

to good account the results of re-
cent research and acquainting
himself with problems which have
preoccupied Vietnamese historians
for the last three decades, by care-
fully studying documents in
French and "English and especially
through his contacts and investi-
gatiuns in Vietnam. His book is
full of original reflections which
testify to profound historical in-
tuition,

The choice of the central theme
of his work—explaining the August
Revolution of 1945 by the his-
torical past—is evidence of his
scholarly perspicacity. In the his-
tory of Vietnam he rightly distin-
guishes the following periods :

207 B.C. 10 43: Early phase of
hinese sovereignty.

437939: Period of full Chinese

occupation,

939—ro010: Period of post-libera-
tion conflict, :

1010~1428: Early feudal period
(Ly and Tran dynastics). P
1428-1788: Later

feudal period
(Late Lé dynasty).

1788-1858:  Revolution and
counter-revolution (the Tay Son
and the Nguyen)

His concern for nuances is ap-
parent in this division. Thus, in
his opinion, the period of Chinese
domination began with a phase of
relative autonomy (207 B.C. 10 43)
and then enteted a phase in which,
following the Trung Sisters defeat,

the Chinesg grip was tightened
(437939 A.D.). The first feudal
period was different from the

second, of which a phase, which
went from 1788 to 1858, is studied
separately. owing to i1 impact on
contemporary history. In the con-
text of ancient Vietnam, Thomas
Hodgkin believes that the nolion
of feudalism is more relevant than
that of “Asiatic mode of produc-
tion” for the period 1010—1858. He
sets great store by the traditional
cultural values, especially the cul-
tures of Dong Son, Thang Long,
and the 18th century. In that spirit
he considers poetry to be an im-
portant source of documentation on
ancient history, faithful to what
he wreote in “the Introduction to
Nigerian  Perspectives in  1y6o:
“There is also poetry. As Vico
remarked, man is naturally a poet
before he develops historical ‘and
philosophical forms of expression. ”

One might regret that he doe®
not give his views on the econo”
mic and social regime of the Van
Lang—Au Lac—Chinese occupation
period, which lay between the pri-
mitive commune and feudalism.
One might wish for a deeper
analysis “of the evolution of our
ancient economy, an agricultural
and mercantile economy, which
should be the necessary basis on
which to explain the political,
social and cultural structures and
changes. In fact one must say the
same with regard to Vietnamese

historians, whose work in this
field has barely begun. ‘
Some errors of detail cap be

pointed out. Ho Chinh (page 18) is
a name for the village elder, not
for the chief of each of the 15 bo
of Van Lang. On page 27, there is
an account of a revolt by Muong
people in the mountains of Ha
Tinh in the 8th century. In our
opinion, the date of the ditferen-
tiation of the Viet from the Muong
ethpic groups remains a moot
point. In historical documents, the
Muong in' the 8th century merely
designate the administrative divi-
sions or arcas of settlement of
mountain-dwelling peoples.

Ly Nam De (page 26) did not
withdraw to Hung Hoa {(a name
which appeared only at a later

date to designate a_place in the "

northwest) but to Khuat Lao (in
present-day Vinh Phu) mountain
area.

Emperor Quang Trung made his
lriumghant entry into Thang Long
on the sth, not the 7th day of Tet.

spelling of some proper
na?nll:cs s}{)uuldgbc corrected: Van
Thang Vuong. not Van Thong
Vuong (page 3.), Tran Khanh Du,
not Tran Khanh De (page 5), Vu
Trac Oanh, not Vu Trac Danh

(page 8).

Those minor blemishes, how-
ever, in no way detract from the
great merit of Vietnam: The Revo-
lutionary Path, a work of science
and faith. Says the author in his
preface: 1 believe in truth—and
if my admiration and love of the
Vietnamese have led me intoerror,
I hope my readers will correct
me.”

We think, on the contrary, that
his book will help correct many
errors on Vietnam which have
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been, intentionally or unwittingly,
spread by some Western his-
torians.

HUU NGOC and
PHAN HUY LE
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Reminiscences...
(Continued from page 13)

rattan and creepers so that they
could not be spotted from above.

By damming a rivulet we crea-
ted a temporary reservoir  from
which water was piped through
lengths of bamboo to wooden plat-
forms serving as wash stands for
the delegates.

Simple but clean and hygienic
toilets were built with bamboo
and leaves.

The service personnel also grew
a luxuriant garden of onions, cus-
tard apples which put out beau-
tiful yellow flowers right on the
congress opening.

All the other service also did
their best to carry out to the letter
the principle of simplicity and
economy with regard to money,
mmanpower, 1naterials, etc.,, laid
down by President Ho and the
Central Committee... -

To ensure maximum comfort for

the delegates as warranted by the
circumstances, we also organised
the pumping of water by hand for
the delegates. This job was at-
tended to by a section of the ser-
vice personnel itself.

In implementation of President
Ho’s instruction, all of us gave
particular attention to the security
problem and strictly observed the
slogan of “Three No’s”: see nothing,
hear nothing and know nothing.
The congress site was guarded_by
a battalion of the regular army. We
also built a large air-raid shelter
on the ground as big as a hillock
covered with trees. It was connect-
ed to the lodgings by an intricate

system of communication tren-
ches. Also to ensure complete
secrecy, no one except a seclected

Noi1— 1982

number - of party members en-
trusted with food supply, was
allowed to leave the congress site
throughout its sitting, including
the carpenters from the surround-
ing villages.

On the other hand, anyone who
wished to enter the congress site
had to go through a Treception
house and a series of guard posts,
in addition to being provided with
a special permit from the * Marx-
ist Study Group” signed by a
competent comrade. We also took
precaution against forest fires and
arson.

All these measures proved very
worthwhile: net the slightest in-
cident happened throughout the
period of the congress sitting.

President Ho never lost sight of
our work. Twice he sent repre-
sentatives to the construction site.
Later he personally came to ins-
pect the construction. He paid
attention not only to the congress
hall but also the lodgings of the
delegates and of the service per-
sonnel. He not only met the lead-
ing cadres but also went to several
families of building workers to
enquire about their living condi-
tions. He detected reddish marks
on the bark of some trees and
instructed the security service to
inquire into the matter. At first,
we also suspected these to be some
secret signs made by enemy
spies but we later learnt from our
own investigation and from local
patriarchs that these marks were
caused by a special kind of insect
in the area.

President Ho came to inspect
our work at a moment when we
and the carpenters were making
furniture for the congress. Seeing
the simple, modest but stylish
sets of furniture made of bamboo
and timber, especially the chairs

made of sawn and unpolished
timber, the President said :* That's
very good. They are both beauti-
ful and inexpensive.”

On znother occasion, he sent for
me and said : * Could you find for
me a beautiful place at the con-
gress site to receive our foreign
delegates? ”

I took the President to a place by
the stream near where we had
built atemporary dam to make an
artificial pond. The President
looked quite satisfied with the
choice. 1t was a spring day. He sat
on a log beneath the canopy of
green palm leaves through which
filtered the warm sunlight. Uncle
Ho's shadow was mirrored in_the
limpid water. The sight has left an
indelible memory on me.

By dint of great effort and
thanks to close collaboration and
mutual assistance we overcome
all difficulties and completed the
congress site after more than half
a year's work,

The congress delegates highly
appreciated our work. Many dele-
gates, when asked to comment,
sald that the building style of the
site was ‘a happy combination of
simplicity and ~comfort, of the
traditional and modern characters.

For me personally, my greatest
reward was that 1 was invited to
attend the congress as an unoffi-
cial delegate. This was a great
honour in  my revolutionary
activities,

(An account by Architect
Hoang Nhu Tiep, recorded by
The Tap)
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CHRONOLOGY

November 16 — December 15

November

16. Speaking at the debate of the UN General As-
sembiv Committee [ on November 16, Vietnamese Am-
bassador Vo Anh Tuan'rejected and denbunced as a
sheer fubrication the United States claim that chemic-

al weapens had been used by the Soviet Union and.

its allies in Karopuchea, Laos and Afghanisian in
recent years. ‘

— Opening in Hanoi of a conference of outstanding
mothers of/1981 230 mothers from all parts of the
country attended. \‘

17. Signing in HHanoi of a plan for co-operation in
book publication. and_ distribution for 19811985 be-
tween Vietnam and Czechoslovakia.

_ — Signing in Moscow of a protoccl on co-operation
in musical exchange for a five-year plan period
between Vietnam and the Soviet Union.

- Sigping‘ in Berlin of a plan of co-operation {or
19811985 of the Ministries of Higher Education and
Vocational Training between Vietnam and the Ger-
man Democratic Republic.

19. The State Commission for Secience and Techno-
logy organized a symposium in Hanoi on how to
economise on energy and materials for production.

20 A trade protocol for 1932 between Vietnum
and Hungary is signed in Budapest.

21. An irternaticnal seminar in solidarity with the
Indochinese peoples was held in Havana under the
auspices of the Afro-Asian-Latin-American Peoples’
Solidarity Organization (AALAPSO) from Nowvember
19 to 2t Mrs Melba Hernandez, general secretary of

AALAPSO, expressed strong militant solidarity “and.

all-sided support for the three Indochinese
just cause,

24. Signing in Havana of a co-operation in radio
and television between Vietnam and Cuba for
19821984, .

— Discussion held in Hanoi on scientific and
technical co-operation between Vietnam and UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Social and Cultural
Organization).

25. The first conference of the Judiciary is held in
Hanoi to study and to discuss the functions, tasks
and organization of the juridical offices from central
to regional levels,

27. The Vieinamese Council of -State ratified the
convention on the elimination of all forms of dis-
critnination against women adopted by the UN General

peaples’

Assemibly on November 18, 197y and signed by the -

Victnamese Government!
~ The Soviet Union
Norns published in
Republic of Vietnam.
— The Vietnamese Council of Siate decides to
confer the Gold Star Order on Souphatnouvong, a
Political Bureau member of the Central Committee
of the Lao People’s Revolutionary, Partv, President

presents Lenin’s Complete
Vietnameseé to the Socialist

of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, President

oif the Lao People’s Supreme Assembly and Chairman
of the Lao Front {or National Construction.

28. The economic co-operation delegation of the
Sweldish Government -led by Gosta -Edgren, Deputy
Director General of the Swedish International Develop-
nent Agency  (SIDA), paid a visit to Vietnam
from November 19 to 28,
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*expresses the close solidarity and strong

30. The Forestry Ministry held a seminar in Ha
Nam Ninh to review 2o ‘vears of carrying out the
Tet Tree-Planting movement in response to the late
President Ho Chi Minh's appeal.

— The daily Nhan Dan together with the Agricul-
ture Ministry organizes a seminar on * Sericulture
and the problem of clothing ” to discuss the growing
of silkworms, and relevant policies. \

December

1. Signing of a treaty on goods exchange and pay-
ment between Vietnam and Poland for i1g82.

2. Signing in Hanoi of a program c¢n cultural co-
operation between Vietnam aod Iraq for 1981—183.

3 Publication of a decrée on the examination and
settlement of «citizen’s complaints and denunciations
adopted by the Council of State on November
27, 1981

5. Le Duan sends a message of congratulations  to

Heng Samrin, newly elected General Sceretary of the
7 "y . ~
Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party “Central
Comunittee.
6. The Party Branch of the Vietnamese Armed
Forces held a'conference of the leading cadres to
study the documents to' be presented by the Central
Committee of the Party at the sihi Party” Congress.

7. The Permanent Committee of the CPV of Hanoi
helds a conference of the leading cadres of the whole

"city to study the documents to be presented to the sth

Congress of tue Party.
8. Hanoi: Symposium on apprenticeship and on
professional orientations under the leadership of the
General Department of Professional Apprentices.
_9. The Secretariat of the Central Committee of the
CPV issues a directive on prepuratory confereners at
all leveis and on the election of delegates o the 3th
Congress of the Paity. ; L

10. The 2nd conference of the Vietnamese Asso

tion of Blind-persons is held in Hanoi.

n. At the invitation of the U.S. Committee for Scien-
tific and Technical Co-operation with Vietnam, Pro-
fessor ‘Nguyen Ngoc Tran, Deputy Director of the
State Committee for Science and Technology, and Pro-
tessor Vo Tong Xuan of Can Tho University, paid a
visit to the U.S  from November 20 to December .

12 Mr. Galal Magdi, UN. Equipment Fund Execu-
tive Secreiary, visited Vietnam frotn December 10 to
12. A basic agreement was signed with the Viet-
narnese Government. ‘
~— The Ministry of Education and ‘the Educational
Division of the Trade Union organize a counference
1 sum up the initiatives and experiences in building
a contingent of gcod and exemplary teachers
from 1976 to 181

13. The Permanent Committee of the CPV of Ho
Chi Minh City held a conference of the leading cadres
of the whole city to study the docutients to be pre-
sented tothe sth Congress of the Party,

14. The Vietnam Federation of Trade Unions
issues a statement welcoming the timely and neces-
sary measures of the Polist Council 'of State and
) z support of
the working_class and pesple of Vietnum towards
the Polish working class and people in their struggle
10 safeguard the fruit of socialism in Poland.

15. The first National Competition of Traditional
Renovated Theatre organized by the Ministry of Cul-

“tnre was held in Nam Dinh (Hu Nam Ninh province)

from December 12 to 15 with about 200 artists competing.

VIETNAM COURIER




MINORITIES” STUDENTS

AT TAY NGUYEN UNIVERSITY

A corner of the Tay Nguyen University built
after the total liberation of South Vietnam.

Forestry students during a
course em forest exploitation

Students of Pedagogy learning
the Ede language

Photos : VNA
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SOME OF PHOTOGRAPHER

VO AN NINH'S WORKS

2. Con Dao sand (1977)

3. The famine of 1945 in Nerth Vietnam
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