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Ewcr since the joundetion of the Com-
munisi Pariv of Uietnam and e pecialiv
since the reconguesi of national 1nde pend-
ence in ‘-'Iz;gz/y/ Fg45. the contem porary

73
history of Vietnam kLas been inse parably
lmied with Lhal o) its revoiutionary Fari .

Hence the importance of the national
congresses of the Communist Party of Viet-
num whicl determine the Party's strateg v
and orientation  for he intervening
periods.

This book presents Vietnam and her
problems on the eve of the 6th Congres,
in the pertod f¢76-80
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The writing of this book was completed
on March 317,

1986
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DEMOCRATIC REVULUTION

T‘n acochinese Commeunist Party, the torerunner of
¢ CPV, wus tfeunded by Ho Chi Minh in 1930. Viet-
namese, Lao and Kumpuechean feudal, bourgeois and patty-
sourgesis patrivtic mov cmuds having been crushed ci
by cue, it fell o the [CP to lead the struggle for national
and social emun sipation. Under the bananer of Murtism-
Leninism, the wiv forward f3r the Indochinese (2 revolu-
ton Wiy ldld HOWD a8 (L 0f @ dalisiid Gemouralic
revoiution led by the working class evolving straight into a
sccialist revelution without passing through the stage ot
capitalist «ievelopment.

. Zatled -he Indocnmese Commuaist Parrr (1930 ~hen e
Vietnam Workers' Purty (1951), before heing called the Communist
Party of Vietnam’ '

2. Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, the three countries of former

PR

French Indochina.

(2]




R people against the - Franco —Japanese yoke (1) ;

- Almost. mmedfﬂly" after its foundatien, the Party led -
the workers " and peasants in a vast movement, the ’\Ighe-
- "Finh soviets (1930—31), which was drowncd ina bloodbath

. #®y the French colonial rulers. - - LT

The First Nauonal Congress held in. ’\/Iarch 1935 on
forelgn soil (Macao) fixed the immediate tasks : to conso-
Hdate and develop Party membership. build a broad union
of ‘the masses and struggle against imperialist war.

Notwrthstandmg the failure of various insurrectionary

- movements, in particular the Nam Ky rising of rg41, the
Party, by founding the Viet Minh Front (League for the
Independence of Vietnam), succeeded. in mobilising the
atter the
August Revolution of 1945 the independence of Vietnam
was proclaimed, putting an end ta eighty years of colonial
domination. But scon the country was faced with the
reconquest by the French.

At the Secend Nalxonal Congress held in 1951 in the

’ Tuyen QuangJungle during the resistance, the ICP decided

to d:ssolve itself and found the tlirke national communist
parties of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea, a symbol of the
maturity of the rndochlnese revolution. The Vietnamese
Party téok ‘the” name of the Vietnam Workers' Party_

.This Congress drew upa political line w’uch enabled the -

Vietnarmese peopIe to carry on theu‘ war against French
colomahsts supported by US interventionists up until the
victory of Dien Bien Phu and the signature of the Geneva
Agreements which re-established peace in Indochina and
hberated the northern half ot the (,ountry',\

k. The _Iapancsc J?asculs had cntcrcd Incfochma at the cn‘d‘ of < e

. ¥940: and maxmsmcd’ ‘e French &'o’lomar arpparatuw until March
was P e

“% Vietnam

~«~The --Feurth NaCioaal Congress Oﬁ the CPV held ire i

s QA-

. The Americans took ever from the-Frénil and - created“ : 4
a neo-colonial state south.of the seventeenth. parallel, build- -

ing it into a. mxltlary base with a locally -run client admi=
nistration. T '

The Third National Congress of the Party, held in g
Hanoi in September 1960, was directed towards the build- %
ing of socialism in the North and the struggle for nationa] "%
reunification, In particular it passed resolutions on the %
directions and tasks of the first five-vear plan (1961—65) %
It was thanks to this Congress’ correct line thatour people
were able to defeat US aggression. The second resistance: %
war, from 1960 to 75, was far more.intense than the earlier - = |
war. The US giant used all its most pawertul and sophis—_. &
ticated technology—short of nuclear arms. They brought §
in an expeditionary ccrps of 500,000 GIs to support a Sai- -~ %
gon armv which was twice that size. They poured twice &
as many bombs over Vietnam as had been used during: %
the whole of the Second World War. Finally W’ashmgton
had to sign the Paris Peace Agreement and.withdraw its.
troops from Vietnam: With the fall of the Salgon regime %
in 1975 the jo-year-long resistance war -came to an end.. =
In April 1976 the whole country took part in the elections
for a National Assembly wnich formed a unified govern-
ment and adopted the name of Socialist Republlc ot
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THE STAGE OF TR%NSITIO\ TO bOLIA\LISVI

\ . —

~Hanoi in December 1936: adopted the. name of‘ Commums &
Party of Vietnam: TFhé& pelitical repor :
€ongrcss lays down m partxcular thagw
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SATSOQAtism Sain Orig apoul e unification o/ our
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ihe Fourth Congress ddvese he Broad lines 0 cconomic
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the 70s and remain in Yoree thronghout the Scs.

development over a leng strategic period. to begin duri
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— to rapidly create the material and technical basis of
sceiaiism.

—totake the ecenomyv of vur country from small-scale
production to large-scaie socialist production with a modern
industrial and acricaltural structure.

— fo give prioritv (o the rational development of heaver

1 the basis ol devetoping agricuiture and ligaq
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industryt the intensificaticn of agricultural production

being regarded as the foremost task of the 1976 —8o five-
year plan. ' '
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.. comeback, forgetting that Vietnam is a ‘Fhird World coun-
" tgy 'with all'its inherent weaknesses. "Fo: this was added
the heavy inheritance left by the war and the twenty-
“year division of the country in two parts, the burden of
national defence, enemy sabotage, and repeated natural
calamities (1). In the South there werc 20,000 bomb craters,
two-thirds of all hamlets destroved, 5 million hectares of
" forest devastated, 20 million villagers chased from the
countrysidé, 362,000. war invalids, ¥ million widows
880,000 orphans, 290,000 drug addicts, 300,000 prostitutes-
and 3 million unemploved. In the North, two-thirds of
rural communes had been bombed, a thousand of them
razed to the ground, the whole road. infrasiructure dam-
aged, the ini'ant industrial system almost dismantied. Society,
especially the South. was markéd bv the impaet of the
war, while the situation was rendered more complicated'
by the maze of ethnic minorities (including a million
Hioa, of Chinese origin) and religious sects with clements.
"linked to forcign powers. The cconomy had been abruptly
+  cut off from very important foreign aid. '
These trials and difficulties culminated in 1978-86
Unprecedentedly great natural calamities ravaged a region
containing six million people. Yesterday’s allies, Kampu-

-

“chea (of Pol Pot) and China (of Deng Xiaoping), launched .
offensives against the south-west and north of the country-

 With the help of Khmer popular forces, the Vietnamese
troops pushed Pol Pol's forces back “and crushed them.
" The Chinese ‘human ‘wave’ tactics failed. Beijing bad to

™ . ~ e
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draw its ‘troo‘ps back from Vietnam's frontier regiom, having

lost a tenth of the lrocpgi,‘rwolvcd.

To remedy the extrémely serious ‘economic: situation.
important measures were taken. in particular the 6th Party

Plenum held in August 1979 laid down adequate rectifica-

tion measures whose effects made it possible to emerge

from the difficult 1979-82 period. These laid down:

a) In agriculture, compulsory deliveries to the State
were stabilized and the excess: could ‘be either sold to State
trading services at agreed prices or freelv offered on the
parallel market, buying prices of agricultural produces
were revised so as to stimulate production and increase
procurement, and payment in the cooperatives should be
given o each according to his work...

by In industry producing current’ consumer goods, the

ways of organizing production should be diversified (State, -

cooperative and individual in the North ; State, cooperative,
mixed State-private capital, private, and individual in the
South, especially in Ho Chi Minh City). In other words, to
maintain the state sector and, under its supervision, the
other four sectors, not over the whole country but only in
certain towns in the South. For crafts and small produc-
tion, including services and repairs, if the ind_ividual worker
is capable of supplying the clients’ needs, he should be:
‘encouraged and given effective aid, not * collectivised’.

¢) [n commerce, beside the state sector and under its:
supervision, there is the parallel market where individual
peasants and craftworkers and agricultural and handicraft
cooperatives - can freely offer their excess products or the

- products nb_t controlled by State trade Expacts should. haye

the right to be renumerated.and the right to use foreign
urrency according to-fixed norms.and modalities.

L0 ; R
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to the, war years be_f or¢ 1975- The building of the economy

. wigorous devclopmcnt' of heavy ‘ipdbstey in the next -

stagc . L

3. To complete “the socialist transformation  in thct'

southern provinces; to continue improving the socialis
relations of production in-the North; and to consolidate
the socialist relations of production in the whole country

4. To meet the requirements of national detence and to.

‘maintain security and order.

These four objectives are aimed at totally transforming
the economic situation of the country. For this we must
create anew productive force and reach a higher produc-

_tivity of social work even before we can have atour

disposal any relatively well-developed largesscale industry
The congress also drew the broad lines of social and eco-
nomic policy. B

The major event of the period ushered in by the Fifth
Congress was the. 8th Plenum of the €PV Central Com-
miitee (1985) which, developing the theses of the 6th and-
~7th Plena (1) and in the dynamic spirit of the 6th Plenum
-of 1979 (2), opened the way to a revolutionary reform in
the field of economic management. The bureaucratic meth-
od of centrally-controlled management with its system
of adminisirative subsidies was abolished and a system of
soctalist accounting and’ profitability based on rational

planning mediated through three levels, the centre, reoxon !

and base, with the emphasis on encouraging initiative at”
grassroots level.

~ To understand the revolutionary nature of the resolu-
tions of the 1985 8th Plenum we should go back in history

. Tssued from the Fifth Coangress ‘and héfcﬁ in 198+.
2. Issued from the Fourth Congress.

1ance with the drawing up first of short- term and later of
‘ong-term plans. But the national economy. was. disrupted
by the US aggression after 19h4. In this context. to carry
out socialist construction in the North at the same time as
the liberation of the South, the Vietnamese State depended
on increased aid from the USSR and other socialist coun-
tries. Agriculture and industry were both pushed forward
simultancously using the slogans “ Allfor the front ", ¢« All
for victory ”. The only means of developing productlon
was by supplving the production units—in the first place
mdustry——w1th all the means of production (equipment,
capital, raw m: iterials. foodstufts, consumer goods). The
factories had to produce the goods whatever the cost.
Planning onlv existed-for form’s sake. The State assigned
tasks to production units, gave them the means and was

handed over the finished oroon All the enterprises-had to
do was to balance the State allowances and their own
expenses in the way as the administrative organs do. Thus
economic management through ad: mmstrat've subsidies

came into being.

This system was necessary in war condmons when the
State was receiving a large amouant of foreign aid. Tt
should have been abandoned as scon asthe war was over,
when the country, now reunified, was embarking on the
stage of socialist construction. But conszrvative ideas and
the tendency to rely on:foreign aid delayed the reorgani-
zation of economic management. Effective for the years

ol war, the old system of managemesnt became u hindrance

to all economic activities.

-The 8th Plenum laid down that * the elimination of the

-system of economic manacemmt by administrative sub-

_51d1<:s is an urgent nee d the decisive lmk tox. comeztmg

e
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the economy: to a. balanced form ot mamgcment and sccial-
list profitability based*on planning ”. The essential confents
of the new management is found_ in the following points :

a) In the enterprises all reasonable expenses are used in
the calculation of the net cost price. The price covers all
effective and reasonable expenses. The producer enjoys
satisfactory revenue. The State accumulation fund will
gradually rise. The State will cease buying and selling at
low prices und covering unjustified deficits. Prices are
fixed on the basis of planning. Since agricultural produc-
tion remains the mainstay of the economy, the price of
paddy is the basis from which other prices are calculated.
Throughout the State pricing system the mechanism of
single prices will be adopted.

b) The real wages should be enough to maintain the
worker and ensure the reproduction of the work torce in
harmonv with national economic potential. The salary is
paid in money ; payments in kind are abolished. The
amount is related to . productivity, quality and work
efficiency. Salary levels and scales will be revised as will
fines and bonuses. The minimum salary will be fixed
according to the -new system of unified basic salaries for
the whole country.

¢} Financial autonomy is given to production, trade and
service units. All production, trade and service activities
are sub’ect to the;syétem of baianced management. The

State budget will no longer cover unjustiiied deficits.

Enterprises are responsible for their preductive activity
and lor any losses they may incur.

d) Banking activities should be rapidly conv erted to the

system of balancing _books and socialist proﬁtablhty To

-

T . b o e

-

available assets ‘molilised and~their rotation aecelerated
The dong's position in-economic activity should be streng-
thened together with discipline in using monetary assets.
Embezzlement, wastage, and the formation of ‘“black
accounts " should be punished.

However, owing to poor preparution, the resolutions
of the 8th Plenum did- not bring the desired results. *“ The
economic situation developed satisfactorily up until the
third quarter of 1985. Butfrom the [ourth quarter, through
Shortcomings and errors in improving the price-salary-
money system, market prices were subject to conrpléx
fluctuations with a disastrcus effect on numerous social
and eccnomic activities. The resolutions of the 8th Ple-
num of the CC and Rcsolution 28 of the CPV Political

- Burcau are entirely cerrect, the fault lies with the Council

of Ministers ™. (Report of Vo Van Kict, Vice-President of
the Council of  Miunisters, Director of the State Planning
Committec, delivered before the Nationai Assembly, 7th
Legislature).

The Council of \[lms[ers made z severe self-criticism
on this subj:ct. Th: Party and Government are working
flat out to revive the economic situation, still in the spirit
of the 8th Plenum. [t must be underlined that the impcr-
tance and bearing of the 8th Plinum resolutions go
beyond the problem of prices, salaries and money. The
final objective is to plan all socio-economic activities, tc
be in control of goods, workforce, the land. and other
natural resources, to make better use of the material and
technical infrastructure, produce more to meet society’s

‘needs, and stabilice and gradually lmprove people’s living

_turn capital to account is the first ‘criterion of all credit_ : conditions. - The work is expected to-take a fanffy long

operations. Monelary CJrcuIanon should be 1mproved o0 ~time, T A T

8 - . 7l
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THE ATTEMPTS TO CHANGE ECONOMIC
MANAGEMENT AND THE YEARS 1976—386

We have underlined the tuct that, after the first years
of national reunification, Vietnam in 1979—St suttered an
alarming economic decline und numerous dif ficulties.

A look back at the iast months ol 1950 makes possible a
just appreciation of the efforts made to overcome obstacles
which at first seemed insuperable

At the beginning of 1031 the Vietnamese economy pre-
sented a fairly negative aspect. The production of tced-
stuffs wasa long way {rom meeting the needs of the popu-
lation Industrial production in 19So only reached 377 of
the 1978 figurc. The wvaluc of exports only covered 277
of imports. The burcaucratic subsidy system obstructed
economic und social manag-ment. In their daily life the
working people sutfercd difficulties which hampered pro-
ductive work. There was also the ¢vil impact of world price
fiuctuations, the policy of erabargo and the war of sabo-
tage wagel bv Beijing in coilusion with Washington.

Thanks to the economic line drawn by the Fourth Con-
gress given concrete expression Dy the resolutions or the
6th Plenum in particular, our economy began to move in
a positive direction, especially in production of foodstuffs.
These increased for three years in succession notwith-
standing climatic problems. 1983 was the first year for
decades when we did nct have to import tcod to meet our
needs. The khoan (1), the contract between the cooperative
and the peasant cooperative member, has brought about a
real improvement in the countryside. The product-based

1 See “From Contracted Work to Contracted Produce in
Agricultural Cooperatives.”

-~ .

contract, bv linking the worker's intercst and responsibil-
ity directly with the [inal products, encourages everyone
to devote himself wholeheartedly following a division of
labour determined by the collective and in the general
framework ot cooperative organization. The cooperative
members, on their own authority. can usc their ';vorkincr
hours, land, manure. to the maximum... [t thev respecbt
ultivation techniques it is of their wa '-.\'iH,/ putting
technical improvements into operation o as to reducz
costs as much as possibic and harvest cvervrhing down to
the last grain <t rice.

Hard-working peasant houscholiis with sufficient man-
power can enjoy a more comtortable life and sometimes
cven prosperily. New  economic zones dare created  on
waste land to abserb the unemploved in the tewns and
reduce overcrowdine.  An Ha (1), tor instance. set up
30 km from Ho Chi Minh city, is muking a success of
sugar cultivation wnd has been abie ¢ install a suear
retmery, a paper mill, and a distiliery. i

In agricuiture, the emphasis has been placed on tropical
crops with can serve the export market. f\.part from the
20000 hectares of cotfee already existing (beg inning or
1981), 30,000 additional hectares have bbcn pianted during
the last five vears. largely in cooperation with the Comccon
countries (2). The State has also launched a movement to
reconstitute the vast coconut plantations decimated by t} e
U3 war. In onlv a few davs, over Tet 1970, the pepulza-

fonof Tam Quan planted 50,000 coconut paims; today

v

1. Sce *“*The New Economic Zone of An Ha '’

See "Reh1bxht=uon and Dc»uopmcnr of Cotfcc \,umvauon
in V;cmam '
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" the green palms are once more shading revived villages (1).
Pineapples (half the fruit export crop), bananas, oranges,
- lychees, longanes, mangoes. and other fruits .are covered
by a unified plan for cultivation and processing on
national scale (2). : L ~

In the tield of industry and handicrafts, reforms on the

method of remuneration, the latitude offered at regional

level to factories, companies and private initiative, have
brought a marked improvement from the years 1982-83.
The annual increase has recached more than 1.

Socialist industrialization constitutes the central task for
the whole period of the transition io socialism (3). Many
works have been, or are in the process of being cons-

tructed : the cements works of Bim Son and Hoang Thach.
the Bai Bang paper mill. the Pha Lai thermal power
station, Thang Long Bridge, the Song Da and Tri An
hvdro-electric centres, the agro-hydraulic network of Dau
Tieng, the oil and gas exploiting complex of Vung Tau—
Con Dao, etc. Let us emphasize the size of these projects
for a Third World country. The hydro-electric project of
Sonz Da (Hoa Binh) includes a reservoir 230 Kkm
long {g.43 billion cubic mcires of water), a dam 125 metre
high and 6o motres long, a power station of 8 turbines
each producing 240,000 kw. (annual production : 8 bil-
lion kavh) ; in addition it has made it possible to mini-
mise the disastrous effects of the annual Red River Delta
floods. Thang Long Bridge which crosses the Red River
isone of the biggest in South-east Asia (two fixed plat-
forms, total length - raibway 5,500 metres, road 3,300

Key
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1. See: * Binh Dinh’s Coconut Palms "
2. See : ** Vietnamese Fruit for Export’ ]
3. See © * Socialist Industrialization in the Eighties "

b

metresy. The Bai Bang paper mill has a potential capacity
of 73,000 tonncs.

External trade has seen a certain improvement. The
total value of exports has risen- from 1097 million dong.
in 190 to 2,354 million dong in 1984. Peasants and hand-
icraftmen also contribute to exports. The rice-growing
province of Thai Binh, for example, which was not
export oriented, now used 10,000 or so hectares tor indus-
trial crops for export. [t sells jute and its derived products
(carpets, sacks. etc.), rush mats, chili. garlic, oils, basket-
work, meat, chickens, feathers and articles from handi-
craft and small industry (leather gloves, badminton rackets,
ping-pong Dbats, lacjuered goods...) (1) A small torgotten
townlet like Hoi An has reached relatively easy circum-
stunces by cxporting swallow's nests, cinpamon. sandal-
wood, pepper, bamboo shoots, tishing products.. (2).

The large rcom for manoeuvre left to regionai adminis-
trative units have encouraged some brave initfatives.
This is true of Haiphong which was one of the first
places to experiment successtully with khoan (the contract
systemn) in agriculture and the new economic manage-
ment. (3) Long An has innovated -in goods diswribution
and circulation. (4) Quang Nam and Da Nang have turned
over a new leal : after zr years of the US presence the

‘province and the town have gradually rediscovered their

proverbial character as a people hardworking, tenacious,
inventive. (5) The capital, Hanoi, and the biggest urban
area in the countrv, Ho Chi Minh City, are not being left

l. See ** Export Goods from Thai Binh ™~

2. See  **The Old and the New in Hoi An"’

3. Sec ** Experience in Economic Management in Hai Phoag Port "
4, See ¢ Distribution and Circulation of Goods in Long An ”
5. See * Da Nang Revisited »
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~leading

“tnown under the old regime,

R -l

belind. Hanoi is ("n‘-'ying ocut a transformation irom a
town ot Lonsu'ncrs to an -industrial centre. (D
the moccss of changing, called 't& play the

Minh city is in ¥
role in the devciopment of a wvast

southern region.(2) - - - \
in the cultnml and: socml field thc nrcgress madP is
much clearer and wore sul‘smutmi ‘than in tlie ec‘onomxc
In the South, not man) ys:.rs “after the hbgmtmuofSawon
“neo-colonialism suchas prcst tation,

ec ‘enemniic

the evils left behind by

drug-addiction, (3) ha"e been mostly overcome; illiteracy
was c.u“mu!u‘ from themiddie of 1978 Flttcen million
chiidren went to school or pre-school classes in the

1985-80 <cno”\‘ym1, that is 4.3 million ‘more than in ig73.
General tcchnical teaching centres and secondary schools

combining teaching with werk experience, and the atien-

tion paid toa profe&sxol 1l orientation, rcf‘e‘t me CoIICCrns
of ilhe clucational reforms to link the schools to life. (4)
In 1933 Vietnam had 93 tunarv*sghoois ':nd classes and
higher schools with 18,720 teachers and 115, 000 ctudem\ (s}
In the Scuth village mLc'.Lo sanitary clinics,” almost un-
are mult 1p)mfv to (01"1 &
ubiquitous network follewing the mcdel of what has
alreadv been (iunemthc North. WHO and i UNESCO have
recogniscd tlic femarkalic successes made by Vietnamn,
despite the war, in the ficlds of instruction

Lealtie (63
)

Q vy

1. Sco: “ifarci: trom a Consun
2. See: *“Ho Chi Minh City and the Fconomic Development of

the Region 7

; City to an Industrial Ciy

3, See s Curing Drug- Ada.cts in Ho Ch. \Sznh City 7

4. Se “ Geperal Fducation .in the SRV .

5. See: * Higher Education aud Sceondary Aiopal Bducation

0. See: ¢ Achicvements in Peblic Plaateh the Aueust 194
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‘1o resolve

In the international “sphere, Vlcinam h’lQ mntmueo
since 1975, to hold a, w(urc position as a country in the
Indonhmeéc p‘*mnsula, ‘a’country.of ‘Southeast \Qm. and
a4 member of the werld . socialist system. In 1977 it-was
admitted to UNO.and in I(),Q to Comecon. -

The decisive ladnr incur mdepcndenu as well as in

our cconomic comtructlon remains the. suppox[ and aid.

coming fxom the Soth Umon and lhe omcr socialist.

- Washington and BSIJIUQ; want to mal«* Indochma a hot
cpot in the world. Vicinara with Kampuches and Laos,
e obliged towork to cafeguard  peace and security for
thH]bLl\’Qb and for the whole area. Its policy of dialogn
dif ferences has roade a good start, its desire for

o

peace and an overture can no longer be doubted by States

Cand people of goodw

Sucl is Victnam on the eve of_ the Sixth Congress of
the Comniunist Party of Vietnam. '

Under the leadership of its revolutionary Party, it
conquered  independence at cost of threc decuidos of

selt- qzxcriﬁcc and struggle . with the support of all pro-

grcssi\'e people. - The war on ded, it remains one of ibc
countrics  with - the ‘lpwest-per-capita income in the

world, But it has the nccessary premises for coonomic
varicd patural - resources, abundant. and
substantial aid from the socialist

~he

T lmr e
devolopmoent,

<kitled work  forcg,

countrics which arcalso large markets for its expori goods.
i direction
“many ebstacies,

jie ctrona nt rccom;rmznzm in o soocialist fruve

continuce 1o meet, with

?




They have been marked by shortenmings, railures but
1sobv gains and successes in the painful orogross be-
tween 1976 and 1986, Under the leadership o a party
which has proved its worth over more than half a century,
e Viemamese peonle will know Sioaw rodrow e lessons
ol experience oul of its saccesses and Lailures in order
suvance towards thefinid caas thae of sceiadism, or »oaniv
under socialism can the age-old lream ot the workine
people Lor tiberatiou drom oppressicn, cxpicitation, osorey
and  back.wardness, a1 e in olonty, with o Lesured
iomorrow, civitized and hapov, come ire
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1. AGRICULTURAL ASPECTS

FROM CONTRACTED WORK
- TO CONTRACTED PRODUCE
IN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES

NGUYEN YEM

In the North, agricultural cooperatien was basically
completed in 1960, and further consolidated in 1965 when
most cooperatives adopted a more advanced, ** higher level 7,
system (publi¢ ownership of all means of production and
distribution of profit according to work done). Contracted
work made its appearance: for a set amount of work, the
farmer received a set number of workpoints; 10 worlk-
points amounted to a work-day. ' : N

In the beginning, as the cooperatives were small and
lacked equipment, the production brigades took charge of
all the farm work. They distributed the farm-hands
according to the work to be done, with due attention to
individual_skills and strength: the men would take on the
heavier jobs such as tilling, while the women did the

~ lighter ones (rice transplanting,:weeding). Contracted work 4
- was a step. forward compared with the method of Working, R

- ST 29"1":.,
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for a dailv wage s formerly anplicd, but it had the dis-
advantage of being based upon thic number of work-davs
irrespective of the quality oi the work. Co-op members
thus tended 1o work to o -t os many work-noeinfs as possi-
ble. “vhich incited them ic scamp therr work and shorren
their working time.

To put an end re this state ot ariairs, the verk-point
compuling  Svsielm was aupnbod ownlcn nccauced a
measure of juality control <t the aily work lonce bv ach
carmer—ieng th of woerk, respect Sf wchnical norms—in
evaluating his work-poinis. This mecasure initially had
somc effect, but was not successtui in the long run. First™
v, agricuitural work isonot coditiod Hy ostrict regulations
like industrial wor k. and conscquentlyv it is very difficult
to contret it particularty when the cooperative still lacks
mechanized cquipment. Then os the cam members are ail
neighbours or relatives thev are indulgent towards one
another and mind only their swn business. Their slapdash
work muakes it necessary {or tho cooperative to emplov
other workers to control and rectify i, thus causing an
Infiation of work-points, squanciering bothh labour f{orce
and maierials, and reducing the value of the workdays.

Since 7o, small cooperatives hnve mermed inte large
ones covering several hamicts un: cven the whole com-
mune. The infrastructures have dev eloped (s{orkmmscs,

The felds have been

drving vards, cngineering stations... .

- g Ty gy A R i b i ~- [ H N
e drasvo. (Y onow ddistribuiion or Juabcur has been iniro-
duced, ame snecialized feams have made thelr wpnearinee

{tilling. irvigation, sced ~c1c1“{icn AUring, pant preice-
tion). The production brigades nnderiake o do the remuin-
ing work. In this pericd, th(, wericultural  cooperativ

accumulated a rich experience in management; they con-
ducted pedological surveys, elaborated projects and experi-
mented with the new process of production, and on this

30

basis, determined economic and technical norms for the
entire producticn proccss in order to consolidate the con-
tract svstem

On the basis ot this preparatory vork. the cooperative
signs contracts with the specialized teams andd  discusses
with them the number of davs neeccd for cach ‘ob atter
taking into account its volume and qualitv. For the remain-

i

i
o1

s, tire proauction origade copries The onarce-point

J5

iract Tavstem: the three noints are:

-

— Uontracted Do tuce. This cousises ' oo 0ing 4 certain
cultivatet area o cuch oroduction origeae, and setting a
quota o1 produce o bz colle ted which varies according te

the nature of the crop ind the tertiiioy or the soil.

— Contracted casts. This is based on the technical norms

of =ach crop and an the means avaiable from the cooper-
ative to caleulate the cuonoases detraved by the proauction
brigade to obtain sceds, tertilizers, setrol, . cticides, and
to repiair the implements needed for production,
Contracted work-points. Thi~ s based on the norms
et tor labour, for sach job handed out by the cooperative.
and tixes the work-points necessar— to nroduce the crep
contracted and to be paid to the producer 2r'ter the harvest,
According to the regulition, the procuction brigades
may receive a reward amounting to So—ico’y of the

surplus ot the contracted produce or mav be fined s0~76%
of “he leficit

Alier ayreeins apen 2 fthree-soint contract ' owith the
‘:o\'mvxrd;'.:-, {hc orodction brigade signs contracts with
individual peasants »r groups of nessants. -

The system of contracts with specialized teamss is defi-
nitcly superior to the *“ work-day 7 system or the * work-
point computing ” system because it marksa step forward

n the division of labour, and to some extent facilitates the
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introduction of mechanization and new farming techniques.
thereby contributing to- steprup the development of produe~
ton and to strengthen the relations of production. _

The system of *three-point contract” signed with the
production brigades has a lot of good points ; nevertheless it
has a fundamental flaw since it is the production brigade
and not the farmer who disposes of the crop. This leads

to the peasants working carelessly. They only care for -

their work-points and not for the quality of their work.
The result is.that the production brigade has to control the
work, which renders the managerial apparatus more cum-
bersome. Futhermore, this control is ineffective since in
present conditions -agricultural production cannot be
standardized.

In the last few years, besides two rice-crops, many co-
operatives have grown winter crops (vegetables and subsi-
.diary food crops) which require intensive cultivations. After
fulfilling their duty towards the State, many cooperatives
se the land put at their disposal to grow the winter crop
‘on their own initiative and sign separate centracts directly
with the farmer, This method has yielded good results and
has been tried for rice cultivation. In many regions this
form of contract (for rice cultivation) which began in 1978
and 1979 was.applied extensively in 1980 and became the
noim in the 1981 spring crop. '

In order to popularize this new farming method, the
Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Vietnam issued Instruction 100 CT TW on13
January 1981 to “improve the contract system and apply
it to each peasant team or individual peasant”. The gist
-.of .this new system is that the cooperative sigrfs the “three-
‘point contract™ not with the production brigade_ but

. : R I'4
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directly with each peasant team or individual peasant in
nrder to bind them to the final produce.
According to this new system the coo'pefative continues to

sign contracts with specialized teams déaling with specific E

technical tasks such as mechanical tiiling. irrigaiiom,
seed sclection, management, distribution of fertilizers, pest
control, etc. With regard to the. production brigades,
after agreeing on ¢ three-point comtract” with the
cooperatives, they sign contracts with each peasant
team or individual peasant. These do the final work
(tending the crop and harvesting) as these jobs enable thern
to exercise their skills and make use of the material
resources and labour of their family members. The area
allotted to them under the “three-point contract ™ is discus-
sed with the production brigade. The contracted produc-
tion quotas are also fixed at a2 meeting and kept constant
for several years to gain the confidence of the farmers and
encourage them in their work by guaranteeing the “three.
benefits” : benefit to the State, to the collective and to the
individual. The peasant team or individual peasant now
receives the entire surplus produced over the fixed quota»
or is fined the entire deficit, except in the case of natural
disaster or exceptional circumstances.

At present our agricultural cosperatives_are not yet
technically developed, they tend a great variety of plants
and animals, and lack material and- technical bases; their
production work is done almost entirely by hand and
depends largely on the whims of naiure; the level of their
managerial cadres is still low. In this situation, they are
urged to opt for one of the two styles of work—old or
new —according to their concrete conditions. -

As the interests and responsibilities of the farmers are
thereby closely related to their final produce, the new

forms of econtract have become anm incentive to work, ...-...

3_0TE o T 33




RN

within the iramework of the cooperative aud s givision
ot labour.

With this new form of contract the co-op members can
muke the best use of their labour and land, tufil the norms
in a voluntary manner, apply technical innovations to their
work, save production costs, improve ihe quality of their
work, raise economic c¢tticiency and sparce control work,
for the cooperative. Thanks to these tvpes of contracts,
producticn is increascd, the co-op members’ ‘ncom e rise
and conseouently the cooperative can increase its uccu -
mulation of capital and supply greater quantities of farm
produce to the State.

In practice, these new types of contracts strengthen the
relations or production, bring the farmers closer to their
cooperatives, consolidate their collective mastery, stream-
line the managerial apparatus of the cooperative and pro-
mote technical innovations.

In a word, they are an improvement over the tormer
“three-point contract . In the new contractual incentives
svstem, the **contracted work” sytem continues to work,
with the difference that it is bound to the tinal produce”,
Tu this way, the co-op farmers can draw benefits from
their work-days and at the same time derive a profit
from the surplus of their “contracted produce”. Practice
has shown that this system has definite advantages as it
is more suitably related ta the present tcchnical and
managerial level of the cooperatives.

“In future, when agricultureqis mechanized and the man-
agerial standards of the co-op cadresare ruiscd, the typeol
contract used will change again. But the principle of bind-
ing the inierests and responsibilities ot the furmers tc
their final produce will remain tor a long time.

7981
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REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF
COFFEE CULTIVATION IN VIETNAM

RN PD THANT

Nearlv twenty  vears ago Vietnam began exporting
ceftee. This commudity was scon rated by cxperts as hav-
ing a particular tiuvour, a sweet faste and an attractive
colour,

Biologists and ugronomists have agreed that coffees
which wus introduced into our country nearly a century
ayo, is suitable to manyv  soil and climatic areas of Viet-

- nam.

Year atter vear, however, our exported coffee hus fallen
too short of our customers’ demand. Acchbrding to the latest
reports of responsible cconomic branches and of the
Ministry of Agricuiture, coizce arcu and vield steadily
decreased between 1976 and 3o from 10,399 to 1,569
hectares and from ©.93 tonne of grain per hectare in 1970
0 0.45 in 1979.

Appropriate concern and enceuragement has nol been

hile

given to the development or cotfee oroducticn, 'V
striving to extend acreage, manv lccalities and State farms
did nof pay attention to fostering existing plants. Worse
still, in some places coifce was replaced by other crops and

fruit-trees. Planning tor coifee-growing with regard to
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labour, technical means and irrigation potentialitics wus
not developed. A good policy was iacking 10 cncourage
workers _to increase production’ and. raise their own
productivity by devoting themselves to tending the
coffee plant. Nor was there a policy to help cooperatives
and individuals develop coffee production.”What is more,
production organization and managerial apparatus were
still beset with irrationalities.

The above-mentioned weak points are being removed
step by step to put coffee production on a larger socialist
scale. After many vears of research, the first works have
appeared in the study of cotfee ecology and the planning
of coffee plantation for export. According to an inquiry
by the Ministry of Agriculture,- coffee has decreased in
area and yield in a number of locatities, but it has on the
contrary risen to over one ionne of grain per hectare in
others with similar soil and climatic conditidns. In other
places it has stood at 2 tonnes year alter year. Theretore,
more input will certainly give higher yield to the existing
19,815 heclares.

Rescarch and experimentation have shown that coffee
thrives on basaitic soil which abounds in Dac Lac, Nghe
Tinh, Binh Tri Thien, Lam Dong, Gia Lai-Kontum and
Song Be provinces where plantations can be enlarged
to a total of 200,000 hectares. [n the next five years,
besides tending the existing 20,000 hectares, we will
plant 50,000 more hectares with coffee, partly in
cooperation with fraternal countries in Comecon. On
the Ceniral Highlands, rens of thousands of people
are opening a campaign to grow coffee under our ‘third

oy

five-ycar plan. We shall build scores of State farms
in four arcas in co-operation with the Soviet Union, Cze-
‘choslovakia, the: German Democratic Republic and

36
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Bujgaria. Our army aiso takes par. in this important _
and difficult task. © : ‘ '

Fifty thousand hectares is a small area. for a big-coffee
producer. but in the conditions ef Vietnam it requires a
trenvendous effort and o homogenous co-operation of va-
rious eccnomic branches.

At present, our State already has a policy and overall
measures fo encourage coftfee production. Our investments
being still small, we set great store by co-operating with
the socialist countries to-build large-scale cotfee plantations
and by developing cotfee-growing with modest invest-

-ments and quick returns in tavourable places. Our policy

is to develop coffee growing in all the thre¢ cconomic
scctors: State [arms, co-operatives and  peasant house-
holds so as to promote the compound strengh of the State
and people. However, priority will be given to build State
farms into advanced preduction units with o high level of
specialization, intensive tarming and application of
advanced technique, with high labour productivity and
cotfee yield, gaod managerial organization, thus \uubr a
model in the areas specialized in ~offee growing.

Implementing the above-mentioned policy and measures,
many localities such as Dac Lac and Gia Lai-Kontum have
sped up coffee planting. Many localities have applied tech-
nical achievements and taken valuable initiatives like
that of adopting new strains. Nghe Tinh and Gia Lai-
Kontum have grown lots of varieties of coffee with early
harvest and high vield. The State tarms have also.widel'y
used hole-borers, which is 40-30 times cuicker than by
hand and ensures timely planting. The use or pc’!yethy--
lene bags in coffee nursing has brought down the preduc-
tion cost ot saplings, saving labour, land, irrigation water
and time ' )
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¢ In the immecdiate future, apart from investing intwo
enlarging the area, we shall build a coffee-processing mill
to make ground and instant cotfee. Our goal isto carrv out
intensive farming slong with expanding arca so as to bocst
cotfee growing in the vears to come thus ensuring a large
amount ot exportable coltee. On the other hand, we shail
strive to bring average coffee vield to 0.6 tonne per hectare
in the shortest time possible.

\
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SINH DINITS COCONUT PALMS

st Rind, well <nown thronohour Vielnam  or s
Cennnd oalmes, was omereed cvith cnother orovines tluang
N o form Nohia Sinn orovinee.

Trevellers fo the region should make <ire Thev <o of {
At Dam Quan. Standinge  beside hues euns 0l COConuls,

2 DCCKON over o ons, invitinge s 2 caste their it
With & switt movement o1 her chepper. @ owoman mneaps
a coconul and pierces s white nuin belore hanaine it to

as. YW suck mouthtuls of the deiicicns, sweet milic, so
reminiscent of this fand and its pe cODic.

IS

Tam Qiun towaship iies beside a smul river whose
dmpid water ¢bbs and tlows with the tide. Whatever
WAR Ve tirn, we sce row after row fococonul palms,
over to the sea. up to the mountains, (iow "o the sonthern
districss ot Pha My, 2

Onlv in the hinferian | are the fress (235 qumerous.

it oAn Noero v Phiuoe, et

In Tam Quun coconut palms baar fruit atter four veurs
How beautitul thev arc then! Each nut is so tull and
heavy that -threce men can drink their fill from it. The
trees cluster in the sandy “soil near the water, for thev
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like water but not flooding. The fruit arc picked every
month and a half. A broad chopper slipred under his belt,
the picker moves from tree.to free. climbing them with a
ladder, beginning with the young ones. He climbs up five
or six metres above the ground, presses his chopper against
a nut in the lowest bunch and shakes it a little. A gurgle
reveals a ripe [ruit. The man then hacks off the bunch
Atter that, he trims the tree-top, cuts down the withered-
leaves and looks for any mice Atlasthe slides down.

When the trees are more than ten metres high, the pick-
er has to climb the tree by a ladder. From high up he
carctully lowers~one branch after another on a rope. On
the ground, helpers load the fruit down to boats or tie
them into. raftts to let them go downstreams.

The smaller coconuts are sold to make retreshments, Ofl
is pressed out of the yellow, green or red-skinned ones. We
visited an oil-making centre at Cuu Loi hamlet, near Tam
Quan. Coconuts there were piled high in a corner of a
large yard, some already with green buds. A group of lads.
sitting on the ground peeled off the husks with big
knives. They were then handed over to the girls. One of
them broke them open with & knife, and poured their
milk our. Another scraped the pulp. The thick white
scrapings soon piied up. Under the strong hands of the
grinders operating an instrument bristling’ with sharp
teeth,  they were crushed and fell into a closely-woven
basket. When the basket was half full, they were thor-
oughly trodden with some water added. Seon tiny
streams of a milky liquid trickled into the big jars. After
one uight, the oil came out and rose to the surface, shin-
ing like -fat. 'Fhat oil was then skimmed and simmered
to purify""it..Fiv_e' eaconuts usually gave one Htre of oil.
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During the war of resistance against ihe French colonial-
h - g

ists, the provinces in the Fifth Interzone, the Centrall - - :

Highlands and Southern Trung Bo greatly depended upon.
Binh Dinh’s coconut oil, much of which was produced

from Tam Quan coconuts. As there was no kerosene, their =

oil was used (or lighting. Coconut cil is also a delicious.
substitute for fat, and a precious raiv material from which
to make soap. In Tam Quan, Bong Son and Phu My there
are hundreds of small enterprises turning ocut
kinds of soaps andegosmetic oils.

Green coconut leaves make good roofing when skilfully-
arranged into a thick laver. Most of the houses in Tam
Quan, Bong Scn and Phu My are made of coconut trunks..
Old ccconut trees, once sawn into planks, reveal glossv
brown veins much sought after to make turniture.

Coconut milk also has medical pmmernvs According to
«the people of Binh Dinh ccconut milk is better than any-

tonic. Filtered and asepticized, it can be injected to restore -

the health of weak patients. After a long illness theré is.
no better tonic than pigeon stewed in coconut milk. You.
take a large and glutinous céconut and place a gutted pig-
eon inside it, and simmer it. Several hcurs later, the meat
softens and mixes with the coconut pulp and milk, pro—
ducing a delicious and fragrant dish. Slice coconut flesh
cooked with shrimps or meat alse makes o tasiv and nu-
tritious dish. The people of Binh Dinh like to eat coconut
with rice cakes. Boiled cassava ground with coconnt SCrap--
ings and spiced with salt and sesame seeds provides sus--
tenance for a labourer from morn till noon.

All the year round, visitors to Binh Dinh are treated tc
coconut jam. On New Year's days gluiinous rice cakes are

~ cooked with a coconut filling. A:local recipe is to cook rice

with coconut milk to add taste. Bonzes like to eat jack—

4’

various-




fruit, rice noodles, peanuts and sova beans boiled in coco-
nut milk, making a frugal and healthy meal. As for child-
ren, they prefer the ‘“phoi’ (meaning  “lung” in
Vietnamese), a kind ol sweet and spongy white excres-
cence seereted from inside the (ruit. Condenscd and saited
coconut milk ranks among the best sauces.

Coconuls hold a special place among agricultural pro-
ducts tor thev give ns both oil and fibre. Beaten, sweened
then  beaten betore
coconut tibres become as Uine as silke threads and can be
made o rope. (U seems that all parts of a4 coconn
an be used: fer rones, sandals, buttons... and fuel. During
the war of resistance against French agoression our  sol-
‘iigr\‘ e the Fitth Interzone wore such buttons on their

clothes. The shells can be used as bowls lor ihe children-

1

again  several times being  dricd,

DM

7‘»[;11)’»' nacieralt articles ;)1'0(i110@d from coconui palrs
1 Binh Dinh. Colcured carpets
and ornaments brichien up lhc stalls. On displav are nets
for vollev-bull. buasket-ball and  table-tennis, nammocks,
: various sizes and buags or manv coiours. Also on

are sold on market davs

ropes of
sale are beds, wardrobes, tables and chairs mude of pclish-
ed coconut wood. There are very attractive tea cosics
made  from  cluborately coconut  husks
ihe old tolk usually wear coconut sandals with wirce
elegant straps, while women choose high-heei sandals wiih
pink and purple glass beads on their straps to wear at
testivals.

decorated

wedding parties and

Coconut palms stretching over many districts provided

the people o' Binh Dinh with strong bases from which to
fight the counirv’s

enemies.
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In 1954. when the French colonialists rushed their troops
against Quv Nhon, D¢ Gi und Tum Quan. our cuerillas
turncd the coconut plantations into torbidding obstacles. In
the streets. big coconut trees were laid across the road
piledd high with tables, chuirs,
check the wivance or cnemy troops.
rillas laid in wait like gibbons in the trees Imrm‘fr qYand

wardrobes aiwd beds 0
Meanwiiie, the oue-
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even knowing where their adversaries came
survivors, looking nup, wvonia sce nothing but grimi
rerent coconart palins.

During the war ot resistance
Tam Quan wvas a fics M\' contesicd area. To contain
cuerillas. the Americans buildozed tens o rhousarnds ot
Qcconut nalms, tm'z:inq 4 onee rich dared into 4 o-man s

against

fund. But that Jdid not stoy the soldicrs and ocopic =1 Tuam

Quan und Binh Dinh tfrom uchicving resonnding fea [5. i
Tam Quan - Bong Scn arca alone tens of thousands of US
;md South Korean wouressors fell in the coeonut oiantations
czether with hundreds of pranes of varicus Kinds.
I‘oduv, the
bear encmv bullet marks It was there in the
1003 that little h;ro Tran Van Hoce Laid down his fife.

.

Tum Quan star L osill
spring or

coconut nalms by

The enemies had nsed a farce reree to encirle a squud

liberaticn tighters. The voungster was sent to the station

to bring the latter out secre ‘.1\, but when he withdrew

1

he “vas  wounded and caughi. Recegnizing Hoe, o lzoud
tortur =i him and threw him o o aars

thug savagely \
nighiss Un

dug-ont where he fett hime tor three avs J_z‘d
the tourth dayv the thug marched him oit through  the
township past 'wceping crowds. Handeufted, Hoce plodded
with swollen fect, but with « giint in his cves and a smule
on his face. Finally, the herc wus fied to 2 voung coconut

palm in Tam Quan station uad kilied.

v
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During the struggle for the country’s independence and
freedom. Binh Dinh's ¢oconut palins witnessed countless
similar examples of heroism. Over the past thirty years
they also underwent no end of trials.. The Saigon puppets
called Binh Dinh their g4th provinee—ihe worst one as
regards sceurity —and launcied raid aiter raid against it.
cf tonnes of UNbombs explosives
Jropped on the coconut plan-

Hundreds of thousands
and toxic chemicals were
wations.

On o April oy the whole of Binh Dinh  province,
Sichuding the own of Qv Nhon was comﬁlclel_v liber-
atedl Inune daielv arter the end of the war, the people
clurnea fo their viilages, Onee their houses were rebuilt,
ey scught to vepiant dtheir precious coconut palms. Most
ot those remaining were riddled with bullets. The revolu-
donary authorities faunched  manv rives to replant
coconut, mange. clnnamon and  other weil-known {ruit-
trees witich grow in the province. At the becinning of the
w7h Lunar New Yeur, Tame Quan alone planted fifty
thousand coconul puainis.

ihe population of Binh Dinh are determined to turn
therr coconut plantation, once devastated by US bombs,
exnlosives and toxic chemicals in Hoai Nhon, Hoai An.
An Lae, Phu My districts into prosperous econom ic zones
The green foliage is returning to the villages, and all day
s hover about the newly blossom-
ing  sconut tlowers, oroducing o swee! brown henev, vet
valuable proccacy ol Binh Dinh.

ionyg swarms of busv be
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THE NEW ECONOMIC ZONE

OF AN HA

FUiEN 0N

Thirtv kilometres west of Ho Chi Minh Citv ies 2 new
economic zone ot the citv's Filth Wuard., Here the soil is
saline and was lett nnused throughout the war vears.
Right atter the liberation of the South, & contingent of
youny volunteers dug a canal to bring fresh svater ro the
area, thus paving the wav tor the bulding ot the An Ha
farm. In the An Ha canal. 20-tonne boats oiv hack and
torth, berthing at An Hua market where local products —
sugar, sugarcane, [ish sauce—ure exchanged for zoods trom

Ho Chi Minh City.

- The farmers’ houses string out tor (wo Kilometres along
the canal, amidst verdant orchards, their rcors covered
with climbing piants. Regularly spuced they have tibro-
cement roofs and bamboo-and-palm feaves partitions. They

were built in the first davs ot the existence o “he farm,

for the pionecr tumilies.

We cailed 1o he first nouse, w threc-uave: sue. quite
spacious tor a dwelling in a new economic zone. D 1 low
cupboard beside sitting-room furniture made of good-
quality wood a transistor radio wuas conveying the music

+5
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programmc from Radio Ho Chi Minh City. The outbuiid-
ings included a brick kitchen, a big water tank and a
shed for tive pigs. two oxen and two goats. There are also
a fish-pond and an orchard with ubout 300 pine-apple
plants... The family of Mr Hai Cao — the owner—has six
of its miember working for the tarm. hey had come to
An Ha in the very tirst days. * When I was in the City,”
Mr Hai Cuo said to us, I drove a cvelomotor (1) {rom
+aan. i mid-nigont buo our family was alwavs Cleeply
in debt.”

Another nowlviarrived  family  caid theyv theought it
iucky that their application had  been  quickly granted.

During the war they had moved from Central Vietnam to

Saigon where ithey lived trom hand to mouth collecting
and sciling scrap. The husband proudly said that tour of’
the seven members ot the family were working on the
tarm, with the three children going to school. An Ha has
two basic general-education schools with an enrolment of
420 pupils.

“Gone were the hard times,” he added. “ Now we have:
some savings. But what we lind most heartening is the
[act that the children’s tuture is ensured — something we
had never thought possible.”

The centre of the farm has the look of a miuiature
“agro-industrial complex 7. Besides making fish sauce, iis
budding indusiry also turns out sugar, paper and alcohel
from more tharn 600 hectares of sugarcane — an excellent.

l. Three-wheeled passenger vehicle driven by a small engine.

6
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varietv witin 4 tall and upright stem with a high sugar
Content. With some equipment made in Saigon a factory
treats 200 icnnes of sugarcane a day, turning out white
powdered sugar. (The handicratt mills around Ho Chi
Minh City only produce treacle and unrefined sugar.)

The management pavs particular attention- te the tech-
nique ci production and the quality of products. Accord-
Ing tc [.e Kim Hung, a responsible cadre, manv engineers
and technical and managerial cadres have been cifered jobs
at the farm or bave signed contract with it. This ha$
enabled An Hato score inuch success. Following the ex .m-
ple of the sugar mill, 2 paper mill turns out 7ookg ot
paper Aday i type-writing paper, mimeograph paper, tlower-
ed paper. wrapping oeper. [t hopes 1o produce newsprint
and writing paper by the end of this year. Raw inaterials.
are plentiful: waste from the sugar factory, rice straw
and stubble from the prcduction coilectives in the sur-
reunding arcas. Three and a half tennes of straw will give
a tonne of paper pulp, and a ‘onne of paper pulp 6350 kg
of paper. A kilogramme of tirst-grade paper will sell at
40 dung. In the samc way the distillery gets its raw
materiils from the sugar factory. The woman engineer in
charge let us know that 220 litres of molasses “vill give
33 litres of alcohol purchased by the State at 36 dong
a litre. Production costs are about 100 donmg including

ferment, tuel, ete.

“ An Ha furm begins to show profit,” said Chin Tan,
the munager. “However, we wvill always remember our
first lavs here. The State invested 8 million dong in the
farim. We netted 1.3 miilion dong from our first crop of
sugarcane; and we have re'rieved our investment after
two more crops. Now we can stand on our own icel.”

*
»> &

47




A five-year plan (1981—1985) to develop An Ha has been
dratted. Part of it has taken concrete {orm. The remaining
projects inelude a 200-bed polyclinic for the farm-workers
and also for the people of Binh Chanh district; a brick-
kiln producing one million bricks a year; a pigsty for 200
breeders; a-sawing-mill and a carpentry. Workshop; a
pastry and confectionery enterprise. In 1983 the drilling
of well to provide fresh water to every familly will be
completed.

Bidding us farewell. a female emplovee of the farm’s
planning bureau said : ' ‘

“ Come and see us again. You will see even more prog-
ress. We are up to our ears in preparations lo welcome
here 200 more [amilies from the City...”

- : 1985
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VIEFNAMESE TROPICAL FRUIT
FOR EXPORT

NGUYEN CHU

Vietnam has a wide range of tropical fruits: pineapple
banana, litchi, longane, mango, guava, jackfruit, etc., which.
either fresh or processed, arc much appreciated on inter-
national market. However. these fruits are not grown in
a planned and concentrated way, with little technical in-
vestment and low productivity. That is why so far fruit
processinig for-export has not much developed. In the last
few vears, a plan has been worked out to speed up the
growing, storage and processing of fruit in the whole
country. ' ’

Pineapple accounts for half the volume of exported fruit,
followed by banana and orange. The growing of pineapple
and banana benefils from favourabie climatic and soil
conditions nearly over the whole length of the country,
i.e. more than 16-degrees’of latitude. They can be grown
in the uplands of Northern and Central Vietnam as well

as in the Central Highlands. Orange in particular thrives

in some regions in the north of Central Vietnain and the
uplands of northern Vietnam.

Individual farmers formerly and co-op fariners at pre-
sent are.not accustomed to raising fruit trees in concentrated
fashion. They regard -it as a sideline occupation and an
intercalary- crop. Hence fruit gathering and processing on

- a large scale cannot be done easily. This shortcoming is
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2. INDUSTRIAL AND ARTISANAL ASPECTS

SOCIALIST INDUSTRIALIZATION
[N THE EIGHTIES

DAO DUY TUNG

Socinlist industrialization is the central task throughout
the transitional period in our country, the keystone of which
is the buiding of a system ol heavyv industries to serve as
the infrastructures of socialism. Lenin wrote, * The only
possible economic basis of socialism is a large-scale mecha-
nized industrv. Who forgets this is not a communist.” He
also wrote, ** The material bases of socialism can only be
a large-scale mechanized industry capable of transforming

y

agriculture.’
" The quesiion is how to carryv out socialist industrializa-
tion in a given country. The Soviet Tnion «lid it by con-
cenirating right from the outset on building a whole sys-
tem ot heavy industries. The situation in the Soviet Union
at that time demanded that effort and it had the capacity
tomake if. After the firsttive-year plan (1928 —32), the Soviet
Union already was provided with the basis for large-scale

52
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mnaustry and arter the second fivc-ycar plan (1933 ~37), 1
became a major industrialized country in the world, second
only to the United States.

How <hould socialist industrialization be carried out in
the conditions ot Vietnam? The 4th National Congress of
the Communist Party of Vietnam (1079) laid dewn the
line tor building our socialist economy us follows: * To
step o socinlist industrialization, build the infrastructires
ot socialism. und take the economy of our countrv trom
small-scale production to large-scale” socialist production
T give oriority to the rational development of heavy in-
ustry on the basis of developing  agricuiture and dght
suild industry and agriculture in the whole

R S R
Prata St

Cis intoan industrial-agricultural economic structure;
Ponid ibe entral economy while developing the rigional
coonomvics.combine the central economy with the regional

ceonumics o anitied national economic structure; com-
bl the building of productive forces with the sctting up
S eroeedng of new relations of  production ; combine
econem: with nutional detfence; strengthen the relitions
of division of work, cooperation and mutual assistance
with the fraternal socialist countries on the basis of social-
ist internationalicm, at the same jime develop cur cconomic
relaiions with other countries on the basis of iirmiv main-
taining our independence and sovereigntv, and mutual be-
netit; turn Vielnam into a socialist countrv with modern
industrv and agriculture, advanced cuiture and science,
Hirm nadional detence and a civilized and happy life. ™ (1)

I. Communist Party of Vietnam — +4th National Congress, Political
Report of the Ceniral Commirtee, Foreign Languages Publishing

Hause, Hanei, 1977, pp.38, 59.
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That is the cuideline for the whole period of transition
to socialism in our csuntry, ami also tor the prescent stage:
have divided the process ot

In implementing this line we
country into severalstages.

socialist industriddization inour
In the present s age —the cighties—as was pom[m utoin

g i

the Politicai Roport of the Central Committee fo the sih

Party Congress, we shall have to ** concentrate on a v igor-
ous dev-inpment St agriculture, to recurd it as a prioritv.
to take it a siep rurther to large-scale socialist production,
to strive '~ hoost consumer goods production and to carry
on the building o @ anmberof important branches of neavy
dustry ;o eombine agriculture, ¢ onsumer goods indusiry
and deavy Iminstry in a rational agro-industrial structure.
These are main orientations of soclulist industriaiizativn
in the coming stage. (1)

The Political Report turther said: *That is precisely
“to give pricrity o the rational deveiopment ot heavy in-
dustry on the basis of developing agriculture und light n-
dustrv, and to create a new productive force in this first
stage. This is also to lav the basis for later stepping up
of socialist industrialization. \t this later stage the main
aim will be to build a2 moedern agro-industrial structure with
a comnuratively developed heavy industry as its corc. 7 2)

Th determine the contents ol industrialization in iie
stage ahead is a crucial point in the concretization ot the
Party line. Whether or not we can achieve the [our socio-

economnic objectives sct bv the sth Party Congress (3)¢ frect

- 3th National Congress, Pniiaicad

1. Communist Party of Vietnam
Hanoi, 1982, p.52.

Reporr. Foreign Languages Publishing House,

2. Op, cit. p.32.
2. Op. cit. pp.42. 43 The overall cconomic and social objectives
of the eighties are:
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ad change in cur economy, and soive two urgent and fun
pamental tasks (accumulation and improvement of the
zeople's life) depends on the carrving out of the industriali-
aiion programme, in other words, on the correct handling
fundamental reiationship in our national

of the most [
cconomy : that between industry and agriculture in the
stage ahead. [tis the most Juindamental relationship because
agriculture anid industry are the two basic branches pro-
ducing botn ncans ot procucion and articles SHENRCHIR
don. It has o bearing on ail other activities.
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o -f the rolatiousiiip between {ndusilry
3

Al ;gricunurg iy oche cighiies, ve aave several options

— ",\'«; v immediatelv concentrate o0 building 1 rely-
tvelv developed svstem of heavy industrics by Huildinga

number o0 iron and steel mifls with capacities in the range

— To meet the most pressing and <ssential requirements ol
svervdar life, gradually swuoilizing, and eventually improving to
some extent rhe people’s material and cultural livelihood. First of
all, we must end the grain and :oodstuffs shortage, and make etforts
to meet the requirements in ciothing, study, medical care, housing,
transport, child care. and other essential consumer needs.

— To continue buiiding the materiai ind technological infrasiruc-
rure of socialism, with the emphasis on Joosting agriculture, con-
sumer 3oods production and exports, while at the same vme im-
proving the rechnical basis of the other economic branches, and
making preparations [or 4 more Vigorous development of heavy
industry in rhe next stage.
the socialist rranstormagion in the Southern prov-
nerfecting the socialist relations of producuion
ate the sociaiist relations of produc-

— Tou complete ¢
inces : 10 conuinue
in the North: and to consolid:
tion in the whole country.
To meet the requirements of national defease and to maintain

security and order.
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of three or four million tonnes a year, 4 system of heavy-
engineering industries- and a sizable chemical industry-

. v g . . . . - - d
But, in the present conditions, this option is impractical

— We may concentrate on developing only agriculture

while neglecting or giving very little attention to the
development of consumer goods industries and heavy in-
dustry. This, in practice, would not allow us to take our
agriculture to large-scale production while leaving idle
industrial potentials which could be rurned into our
account;

— Or we mav give equal attention to heavy industry
and agriculture, concentrating on neither.

All the three options mentione.d above are not compatible
with the practical conditions o our country in the stage
ahead. That is why our Party has optzd for the tollowing:
«To concen.rate clforts on strongly developing agricul-
ure, considering agriculture to be in the foretront: take
agriculture onc ste
production while making great ctiorts 1o promote the
production of consumer goods and continue the building
of a number of important branches of heavy industry..”

We have made this option because it conforms to the
present situation in our country and in the world — a
situation which allows us {0 effectively carry out our
industrialization programime and solve in the best pessible
way our two fundamental and urgent tasks in the stage

head.

Some have argued that to concentrate on developing
riculture is a difticult undertaking, and that a number
of Third World countries have been able to develop their
conomies by concentrating on oil” and other mining
industries. Our road, they say, should also pass through

the mining industries. This, indeed, should be a good way -

_ ~

p further toward large-scale socialist’

R
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to proceci. We have rich sub-soil reseurces and some ot
our ore reserves have proved sizabie. But their mining
would demand very big investmetiis and cven so, we cannot
begin it right away. 0il is also an important resource for
:ndustrialization. Our country and the Soviet Union have
put in fairly important investments, but cbviously we
cannot yet extract large amounts of oil inv the years ahead.
In the long run this is a great prospect for curicountry-
But in the present decade, while we have large labour and
land  potentials and a certain number of industrial
estublishments should we do nothing but wait for oil and

other miuvecrals to be extracted? No. decidedly. we

cannet do so.
Our Partv. before deciding on the best way (€ socialis.

s dustrialization, has taken into consideration the following

factors:
;) Our most precious assel is our
countries have large ‘nfrastructures which are in

jabour force (the

developed
{szct the embodiment of past labour). ]
b) What can attract the most labour in our country are

our land, forests and sea

¢) Other potential areas in which 16 deploy our work
force are the various crafts and trades ol our people
including sideline occupations in the countryside. handi-

craits, small indusirics and consumer goeds industries.

d) The most important motive POWCEr behind our

cconomic construction is the system of socialist collective

mastery.

We all know that labour and land (in the cas€ of
Vietnam at present this includes the sea and the forests)
are thic two most important tactors for agricultural produc-
tion. However, OUr present mode of production makes. -
for veryv low productivity. We still have a large surplus
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work force ang DRIV OF ron=wnd, L oresi-land and sca ures

which remain unexploited. Yet, we are short of food Jnd
have achieved no Jccum.liulon That is why, there must
be a better combination of U labour with land, forests, sca
and trades and crafts accordmrr o a new mode of ro-
duction which will take ouragrienlture o lurge-seale Dro-
duction and produce more maleri: 11 wealth, Marx oot
with this question in the conditions ot capitalist producion.
He wrote, « .. by i ngorpornnm with itselt the two Drimoere
creators ol wealth. labour power and the land, capitai .-
quires a power of cxpansion that permits it to augment

the lements o s accumniation ocvong ihe limits NINIPRE
rently Jixed Dy e oawn macnitude, o Dy the value oo
the muss o 1theampeans of production. direndy prodves
In which 7 has i Deing. o,

On the basis o the  ahove Anadvsis, e sth Party Can -
Jress attivned hat »  the os fnportant sk, which oon
AN MUSE Come Vst is to achicc olleetive mastery i G
interests ot u rational and effeclive use ot labour and lan !
and a vigorous ¢ Xpansion 2t lecal industries 1nd irades
all points =f nreduction. in every locality, ;! “roughot
the countrv ; the PUrpose is to provide jobs for 4 wor-
ing people, to exploit all available land, to develop Ll
branches and trades in both quantity and scope, to achioo
better secial fabour productivity, a higher oross :1;1:1’;*:1.1(
product, and a4 wider varietv ot product. {2)

To concentrate sn developing agriculture, consiloring
tto be in the fore front, and raliing it one step turther on

I Karl Murx, Capiral Vol |, Progress Puoslisiers, Moscow,
1905, p. 604.

2. Communt st Purty of Vietnam — 35:4 National Congress, Politic-
al Repors, Foreign Ianvuaccs " Publishing House, Hanoi, 1982 pp-
44—-—43 N
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the road to large-scale socialist production, absolutely does
v instead it means to

not mean to lev eiop agriculture alene
U combination with

develop agricuitire in close and corice
industrv. As i deen pointed cut by wr Party,in the stage
e combine  rricuiture, Consumer

ahiead g i DLvOnsary
aorational indus-

3ocus indusire s and feavy mdustrs
Tli-agricniing . strcture L A lore -oncrewey, this means:

v - . . PN - Tiiey.. s
cae develanmong ol e lure st ooy hine ! wvith
.

zoods ndustries. in both

ine ic\'c[o_f‘)mcni A consitmer
the food

sCope and «depth. Phese indusiries mes comprise

westry) the e i fisirice, the sl tusirios and Che

SN crarts fn b oh swen Ll
sorieulluee o ing op ST D SR coree
ner zeods indusict s oare (wo very imuoorant branches of
production. Thev g only orcduce mmmadities 1o mect
the aecds of peonle bt arealso indispensabic 10 seoini-
S especiallv i the initial stage or the

r

ssUondustriaiizatio
transiiicnal period inonr counire. T31i> is bhecause inorde
‘0 arry out nroduction, in order i Liustrialize, we nee |
Lmeans o1 production and commes Emc” Le turm pro-

ducts and consumer zoods. Lenin said: =~ Of course, it is

Wrong to speak ot cccumulation Dein ‘indepcdent’ of (he

p[O(luclmn Of articles of consumnption, if onlv beecanse e
!

expansion oi oroduction calls for new vyl ve capital an
consequently, uriicies of consumption. "’ (1)

Our Party hus consister itly nointed Hut that agriculturyl

1

1

dex/g.opmcn[ ts aimed at ensuring focd tor the whole of

socielv, suppiving rw materials for onsumer goeds in-
dustries und eoods tor saport Lo savs, = To boost consumer
goods production is 4 crneia policy oricniation o meet the

I V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol

guages Publishing House 1963 p 35,
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material and cultural needs of scciety, broaden the domes-
tic market, create an imporant source of exports, and
expand the market abroad. To boost consumer goods pro-
duction is to increase the value of agricultural produce,
provide the State with commodities for exchange with the
peasants, ‘stimulate agricultural production ; broaden the
division of labour, create more jobs, develop the economy.
increase social labour productivity, the national product
and national income in the present stage.” (1) The Party fur-
ther points out, **Small industry and handicrafts in our
countrv have a great potcntia! as an important section of
the consumer goods industry. They are being transformed
and reorganized into a component ol the socialist cconomy,
and will hold an important position in the .national econ-
omv over a long period, especially in this first stage. " (2)

That is why, there must be an accurate inventory and
classitication ot all the crafts and trades and a rational di-
vision ot labour and cooperation throughout the country.
Along with the comprehensive development of agricul-
ture, we must make the most of the major industrial es-
tablishments of both the centre and the localities, of small
industries, handicratts and individual crattsmen in crder
to develop consumer goods production.

On th: combination between agriculture, consumer
goods industrics and heavy industry in the stage ahead,
our Purty has pointed out, ** To develop agriculture and
consumer goods production is to lay the foundation for the
development of heavy industry. On the other hand, to
develop agriculture and consumer goods productien, we must

. Communist Party of Vietnam —3ith National Congress, Political
Repore. Foreign Languages Publishing House, Hanoi, 1982, pp
49 - 50. : »

2. Op. cit. p, 5o. ’ SRR

-
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‘f‘ully' use available industrial capabilities, build in
rational way thé essential heavy industries to supply
electric power, coal, petrol, fertiliz-rs, insecticides, basic
chemicals, ordinary tools, semi-mechanized and mechaniz-
ed tools, making materials, etc.” (1) The primary and
immediate aim of the development of heavy industry
in the present stage is to hclp accelerate the development
of agriculture and consumer goods industries. In case
of deficiencies on the part of our owl heavy industry,
we should export goods produced by our agriculture, con-
sumer goods industry and even heavy industry, in order
to cover imports ol what is needed to give a boost to
our agriculture and consumer goods industry.

In this way. we shall combine agriculture, consumer
goods industries and heavy industry into a rational in-
dustrial-agricultural structure in the preseat stage.

Pending the construction of a deveioped system ol
heavy industries we should never losz sight of that objec-
tive and should create all possible conditious for its real-
ization in the future. That is the firm and principied
stand of our Party in the building of socialism. Accord-
ingly, in the present stage, we must  make active prepa-
rations in all fields, especially in geologica: surveying, so
that when conditions permit we can start building a
number of key branches of heavy industry, especially the
engineering and steel industries. ,

This is beacause we always bear in mind that the in-
frastructures of socialism can be nothing but a large-scale
mechanized industry capable of transforming agriculture
and re-equipping thc whole national economy. We can~
not resign ourselves to the fact that our couniry, with a

1. Op. cit. p. 51.
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population of jc—Sc million inhabitants, iy not producing
5 — 10 million tonnes ot steel annually. We need to have
steel tor evervthing, from making unails and wireto build-
ing bridges, roads, houses, machineryv, automobiles. rail-
way engines, ships, cte. At present our per capita steel
production is onlv r13 kilograms. Without steel, there
cannot be socialism. Moreover, we must alwavs bear in
mind our nceds i1 nutional detence. It in ten vears’ time
we cculd have planted 300,000 hectares with sovabean,
200,000 — 3co0,000 hectares with rubber, hundreds ot thou-
sands of hectares with coffee, etc., and have lots of farm
products for cxport, that weuld he a good condition for
the buiiding of a4 svstemn of heavy industrics.

In a word, we sheuld overcome the following incorrect
views about socialist industrialization :

— Lither » regard secialist indusirialization simpliv as
aiming at king agriculture to large-scale production, and
overleck it overall content: or inverscly, to fail to real-
ize that to tuke agricuiture to large-scale production is
also an obgective of indusirialization ;

— Orto concentrate only on developing agriculture while
neglecting or making light of the building of seme neces-
sary branches of heavy indusiry in the present stage and
pay little attention to preparing for future large-scale in-
dustrialization ;

— Or to ook feor wnother road, which disregards the
present conditions of our country. This reflects o failure
to see what we should and could do in prioriiv in order
to produce more material wealth fer socieiv.

1983
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BLOCKING THE FLOW OF
- THE DA RIVER

On 12 January 1953, at a quarter past 1 n.m., at a point
one kilometre upstream trom the town of Hoa Binh,
the svatertlecw ot the Da River lert iis natural age-old
course and was divertea i-to a channel dug deep in the
rocks on its right bank. The «digging of this more-than-
iwo vears ago, and on 10

one-kilometre channel began
January 1983, mere than 7o tonnes of explosives blasted
the dvkes blecking borh iis ends so that ihe tlow would
be partially diverted tc thut channel. Two davs later. the
main flow of the river was blocked. .\ ceremony for
blocking the Da River was held on that dav with the
attendance of  Pham Yun Dong, Chairman ot the SRy
Council of Ministers, and E..\. Koziovski, Soviet Minister
ot Geology. By that time, the width between the 2 banks
had been rcduced to only io metres For several dayg
heavy-duty irucks, umong liem o Soviet-made Belaz lor-
ries of 27-tonne capacity each, had been driven day and
night without a let-up to dump blocking materials intothe
river, including 1,60c huge rocks and weighing 3-7 tonnes
each and i,450 concrete biccks in the shape of pyramids
weighing 10-13 tonne each.

The blocking of the river muarked an important period
in the building of a great hvdrclogicai project which
began in late 1970 and has accelerated since 19735 This
will enable the construction of the first major installation
of the whole system of the Hoa Binh hydro-electric
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project — the clay and rock dam 128m high and more than
3oom long. After that,-other major tustallations 'will be
built: the spate diversion- channel with a capacity of
35,000 cu.Mm. per second, the underground hydro-electric
plant with a set capacity of 1,920,000 kw generaling on an
average 8.4 billion kwh annually and the system of locks
leading to a reservoir 230 kilometres long inTa Bu. If
everthing goes as planned, the first of the eight turbines
of the plant will be put into operation in 1987 and the
whole project will be completed in the nineties. Next
comes the Ta Bu hydro-electric plant with an even great-
er capuacity. By then-the Da River will be totally harness-
ed with the completion ot this project.

The Hoa Binh hydro-electric project will not only pro-
vide significant clectric power, a prerequisite for the in-
dustrialization of Vietnam, but also reduces considerably
the danger of disastrous floods which threaten the Red
River delta every year since the Da River is the Red Ri-
ver’s largest tributary, making up half of the water of
the Red River. In the dry season, mOr€over, the water
from the reservoir will be channelled. into the Red River
and its delta. This will bring great benefits for riverine
transport, fish raising and also for the climate of the

North Western part of Vietnam.

For the blocking of the Da River, up to 2 January,
1983 16,900 Vietnamese workers and engineers together
with 350 Soviet experts had to dig and move 15 million
cubic metres of rock and clay, fill 210,000 cubic metres of
concrete, build 0 km of roads on the construction site,
dig 1,000 metres of tunnels, build 250,000 square metres of
administrative offices and residential quarters, 00,000
square metres’ of storehouses, workshops. and yards, and
transport 350,000 ‘tonnes of materials and equipment to

04
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the construction site. During this time 3,000 hvdro-clec-
ric workers have been trained, not to ment'xo“n driver:
and mechanics. ' »

In 1983, the bulk of work to be realized will double
that of 1982. For the first six months 6,000,000 cubic e-
tres of rock and clay will be moved to raised the height
of the dam to 45 metres as a precaution against floods in
the rainy season ot 1983.
| The prospects tor the project are bright as we enjoy
devoted assistance trom the Soviet Union in both technical
matt(?{s and equipment. Lenin’s well-known motto * Com-
munism is the Soviet power plus nationwide electrifica—
tion” is.being realized in Vietnam. .

1983
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THANG LONG BRIDGE
OVER THE RED RIVER

NGOC THAHO

Thang Long is the former name of Hanoi. It means
“3oaring Dragon . This beautitul and evocative name has
been given toahuge bridge now under construction north-
west of the City about 11 km upstream from old Long
Bien Bridge, '

Building work officially started on 26 November 1974 and
to be completed in 1935. The bridge will be one of the
largest in Southecast Asia, On 25 January 1984, a ceremony
was held at the worksite as the first motor vehicles crossed
the 15 steel spans of the bridge over the reddish waters of
the largest river in North Vietnam

In the early seventies, it became extremely urgent to
build another bridge across the Red river in Hanoi, for
the Capital’s only bridge, Long Bien Bridge (or Paut
Doumer Bridge as it was named in colonial days) had been
constructed at the turn of the century, between 1898 and
19oz. Now, 8o yeurs later, it has become old and obsolcte.
particularly since many spans were damaged in the US
air war of destruction against North Vieinam. Besides,
ihe Hanoi population has increased six times and motor
traffic over the bridge 15 times. The antiquated bridge
now is bearing a traffic four times its ﬁlanned maximum.

capacity.
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In face of that situation Vietnam signed with China an
agreement for the building of Thang Long bridge,
which was to be about the size of Wuhan Bridge spanning
the Yangzijiang. Work started in November 1074 but the
Chinese side deliberatelv slowed down construction and
‘hen withdrew all its experts four vears later. Only a few
pillars had been buiit and there remained no reserves of
materials, particularly steel and high-grade cement. Con-
siruction came to a halt.

{t was at that moment that the Soviet Union lent Vietnam
t eiping hand. For the Soviet experts the technique used
ere was no novelty because the Soviet Union had heiped
“hina build similar Dridges. The difficuit point ivas Hat
Vithin a very short iime the Soviet side would have to
design and manutacture the needed structures and send
them to Vietnam: as evervbodv knows, the Soviet
ceconomy is a strictlv planned one. While tuily observing
the technical requircments specified in the original blue-
print, the Soviet experts agreed to many changes regarding
the building technique in erder to further improve the
cuality of the bridge, relieve the difficulties facing Vietnam,
and boost the pace of construction. ‘

To pave the upper deck the Chinese design used con-
<reteslabs which woulid ailow the passage of pneumatic-iyred
vchicles under 18 tonnes and tracked v :hicles under 6o
tonnes at reduced speed, but the Soviet design uses steel
fiooring which enabies tyvred vehicles up to 30 tonnes and
tracked  vehicles up to S0 tonnes io cross at unlimited
speed, while providing two additional lancs for pedestrians.
Un the lower deck the two lanes formerly destined for
pedestrians will be enlarged and consolidated for motor
vehicles up to 13 tonnes _

From the USSR tens of thousands of kilometres av rav
shipments of materials for Thang Long Bridge have been
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coming to Vietnam. More than §4.000 tonnes of h’lgh grade
cement, 38,000 tonnes of steel and: other ‘equipmeént and
. materials have been sent to the work-site on schedule
Hundreds of Soviet experts have been working selflessly
shoulder to shoulder with their Vietnamese colleagues in
harsh climatic conditions. -
- With Soviet help, the ranks of Vietnamese bridge-build -
ers, steeled in the hard war of resistance against US
azgression, have steadily matured and have mastered com-
plex problems of management and technology. Muny tech-
nologics have been and are being applied for the first
time in Vietnam: caissons in the building of pillars;
assembly of whole spans without support; automatic
welding... These achievements will open the way for Viet-
namese bridge-builders to progress. The number of skilled
workers at the work-site has increased five times, that of
technicat workers seven times, of scientific and technical
cadres three times, and of economic management cadres
twice,

By now 230,000 cubic metres of concrete and 100 kilo-
metres of tubular piles more than half a metre across have
been planted into the riverbed, over 53,000 tonnes of steel
plates and other siructures have been brought into place
in preparation for the last stage of construction. The year
1985 will witness the completion of Thang Long Bridge.
through which abow 457 of the river-crossing traffic will
pass.

Like other works to be built in the framework of the
Vietnamese-Soviet cooperation plan, the *Dragon soaring
over the Red River " will be yet another monument to
the militant triendship between the two nations.

7984
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OFFSHORE OIL EXPLOITATION
AT VUNG TAU

TRAN QUAN NGUC

v
i
i

tlakes two hours to drive from Ho Chi Minh City to
Vimg Tau, a picturesque coasial town in the Vung Tau—
Con Duao special zone. one of the forty administrative
units of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. It was called
Cape Saint  Jacques under French  colonial rule. Under
US neo-colonialist regime, it was a resort frequented
mostly by businessmen, functionaries of the puppet
administration and US officers and men. At that time,
this town lived entirelv on protits from the “servweq ” it
provided, including prostitution

The South was  liberated in 1973. In 1980, an agreement
was signed between Vietnam and the Soviet Union on
cooperation in the exploitation of oil and ¢ gas, followed at
the end of 1¢3r by another agreement providing for the
setting up of the ** Vietsovpetro™ Joint B Enterprise

Since then, consiruction has been going apace to turn
it into an oil exploitation centre in Vietnam. With ma-
terial and technical assistance from the Soviet Uni ion, the
tirst wells have been drilled about 100 km southeast of
Vung Tau, and have recently begun operating. .

We boarded a Mi-$8 hehcoptcr to go to the stationary
orxllmg plattorm No. . Scon after it took .off, from rco
metres above _the ground, .we saw the work yards of the
“on-shore productlon and service Complex 7 That used

e 6o




- for the assembly of the reinforced-concrete bases. of oil
rigs was aslarge as a small airfield. There stood enormous
black and redpainted steel' pipes. At the end of their long
necks like those of giraffes, powerful cranes were lifting
and moving shining sheets of steel, steel tubes, and huge
crates. Wharves extended over hundreds of metres along

a sandy beach several kilometreslong. Five yecars ago this

region was just 2 stretch of mangroves. It. was turned

by the unflagging efforts of Army Regiment 318 and of
workers and engineers of the ministries of construction
and transport and communications and of the oil depart-
ment into a large and beautiful harbour

Sittingat my side on the helicopter was the Vice-Direc-
tor of the Vietnam—Soviet joint enterprise, in charge of
geological matters. A dynamic-looking man about 45 years
old with wavv jet black hair, he pointed his finger at some
five-storeved buildings below : By the end of this year,
1985, a dozen such buildings with all proper conveniences
will have been completed. They will house mess-halls,
clubs. kindergartens and schools as well as apartments
for the thousands of members of our staff and their
families.” | ‘

From the helicopter which was making its last circle
over the arca, e saw houses and office buildings of the
Vung Tau—Con Dao special zone together with charnring
hotels rising above the rows of coconut palms.

This helicopter tlies a daily shuttle service between the

“Ppeautiful landing and wascheered by-the Soviet crew off ¥

the ship. He was the “bellwether” of our helicopter ;
pilots here whose ranks have swollen: day after day. Safe:.” 2
flights can now bs made at night as well as.in the

daytime.

Mirchink was a great Soviet geologist. The ship named
after him is 150 metres long' and 24 metres wide w1thfa’
power plantof 17,000 h.p. It can drill atany depth onour .,
continental shelf. A 7o-maztre-high drilling-rig installed -
on the ship can sink wells 5,000—6,000 metres deep. For
the ship to stay stationary at sea, no anchor need be cast.
Screw-propellers are in action here and there round its
hull. The effects of waves, wind, weather on the ship are
immediately monitored bv a control centre which, with g
the help of computers, regulates the rotating speed of the
propellers to keep the ship stable. As the ship’s machinery”
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is thus kept constantly in operation, it iscalled a “ dynami- _
cally -positioned drill ship ™. O.1 the high seas, its coordina- - %
tes and those of the oil well it drills are determined most 7
accurately, with an error not exceeding 0.2 metre. -
‘“The drill ship Mirchkink is equipped with a wonder- “-7%
b

ful « diving chamber " which allows the divers to work
at a depth of as much as joo metres for control or repair
of drilling equipment. The diving chamber’is filled with
helium at a pressure which increases gradually as the cais-
son sinks under water. This process lasts 2 or 3 days.
Then the divers get out of the caisson aind works. When
they returns to the surface, the air pressure is gradually

¥ . o .
' mainland and the oil installations out at sea. This time it
% ~was piloted by Xuan Truong, an airman of greatskill.  decreased, over a period of 7 or 8 days. The operation is. .
%‘g The foliowing story had been told to me by his friends : . carried out very cautiously. Of course, during that time,
Once, his plane. was about to land on the drill ship, the i the divers enjoy a normal life : the chamber is furniShg@ p
Mirchink, when a storm broke out In. spite of the high ,g] with four beds and sanitary facilities. Each day, they - |
TG receive five hot meals from the drill ship. S

waves, which made the ship pitch and roll, he made a

-
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Divers are selected as carefully as would-be astronauts

and undergo claborate training. It is fortunate that over _

the last few years. we have been able to train enough of
them to serve this new industry in Vietnam.

- Our first stationary oil rig has been commissioned. The
equipment, made in the Soviet Union, was sent to Viet-
nam in Dbig crates called medules and weighing up to
hundreds of tonnes. They had been assembled atthe
manufacturing works and were lifted onto the platform
by powerful cranes. Twenty-three of these modules equip
our Oil Rig No. 1 The bases of the first ol rig were
assembled entirely by Soviet technicians and workers ;
those of the second, partly by our men under the guidance
of the Soviet experts ; and those of (he third, entirely by
our workers and cngineers. Ardanov, Director General
of the Vietsovpetro Joint Enterprise said to us, Many of
the Vietnumese welders and mechanics have what may
be called golden hands. With their dexterity, industrious-
ness, and cagerness to learn, they will go very far.™

Of ccurse, much remains to be done before we car
master the techniques for oil exploitaticn. But in this
respect we cnjoy a fundamental advantage : our devoted
Soviet friends are eager to teach us the new techniques
so that we'll eventually be able to do everything ourselves.
This is oneof the most precious symbols of the friendship
and cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union.
A responsible cadre said “ The mcst important task of our
enterprise is 1o train within the shortest possible time a

body of competent technicians and skilled workers capable

of taking charge of whatevcr equipment e have now
We must also have enough trained personnel for tugs,
service ships, crane ships, tire-fighting ships, etc, and
for serving on the “ Ekhabi " mobile drilling rig.”
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I have several cecasions o visit this big drilling rig

‘which can be liftéd or lowered on three 134.4 metre-

high steel legs. When the rig is drilling, its three legs rest
on the bottom of the sea. "If the rig is to be moved, the
three legs ure raised and the whole platform rests on the
surfaceof the water, looking~like a ship with three steel
towers pointing skvward. ’

Like the drill ship Mirchink, the Ekhabi drilling rig
has recorded briltiant achievements. Right in its [first
drilling operation on our continental shelt, - it struck oil,

In March 1985, Chairman Pham Van Deng made a visit -

tothe Ekhabi 1o watch tHe burn- off. He congratulated
Soviet and Vietnamese technicians and workers, and com-
pared the oil to a *Sleeping Beauty ” who atter a slumber

lasting millions of vears has been waked up by Soviet.

and Vietnamese * Princes Charm'mg. "

Thus the first joint Vietnaum — Sovicet enterprise for the
exploration and. exploitation of oil and gas on Vietnam'’s
continental shelt are advancing with steady steps. Other
projects will be huiltottshore and onshore. We are bégin-

ning te exploit crude oil on an  industrial scale, L. rger-

scale exploitation will start before long. And a plan is.
afoot for the instaliation xt Long Thanh {on the highway
from Vung Tau to Ho Chi Minh Citv) of oil-refinine
and petro-chemical works with a vearly capacity of 6.
million tonnes.

1985
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- ments, Sw@:derf_will sell raw materials to Vietnam for the

THE BAI BANG PAPER MILL

THANH KHANH

At the end of 1930 the Bai Bang Paper Complex pro-

" duced its first roll of paper, bearing the trade mark

«Bai Bang Paper”. This is a Swedish-financed and
equipped - project. One of its main [catures is the close

association of the industrial process with the supply of

raw materials, which includes large plantations of paper-
pulp trees to be exploited according to a carefully drawn
plan. The industrial process covers all the stages from

planting the trees 1o packing the finished products.

More than four years ago, the first groups of work-

ers of various trades—construction, concrete mixing, car-

paotry, masonry, assembly...—set up their makeshift
houses at the Bai Bang construction site. At the same
(ime, thousands of workers from six afforestation centres
together with the populations of Bac Quang, Ham Yen,
Phu Tho, Tuven Quang efs:, began clearing land to make

way for nurseries for bodhi, eucalyptus and pine-trec?®

which they planted over area covering more than 30.000

hectares. Most.of the work was done by machines.

Under an agreement signed between the Two govern-

e e

. felled, and this process will continue !

first few years
materials are available. The first

maturity. New trees will be planted to
hroughout the year

batch of trees is nearing

and all over the plantations.

The complex is built. beside Highway No. 2 at the foot
of Mount. Elephant, some 20 kilometres from Viet Tri
town. It includes an electric station and water supply
1 paper mill, a caustic soda factory

system, a pulp factory,
g 19 main buildings

and an engincering workshop totallin
2o ancillary works. The Swedish SIDA
Agency), the WP

ring the equip-

and more than
(Swedish International Development
Skul have taken charge of transter

and the
ment and drawing up the blueprints, and provide the

expertise. The main body of the building force is the
Viet Tri Building company. Assembly Plant No.3, which
comes under the State Corporation of Assemnbly Works,

deals with the installation of equipment. adjustmcnts and

tests.

The complex has been ransferred to the Vietnamese

Ministry of Light Industry and the first-phase operation
began three weeks earlie

ment signed over [ive months ago
the Ministry of Light Industry and the

Meanwhile, around the plant roads
d new bridges built in preparation

between the Swedish

experts team,
contracting company.
.are being widened_an
for the large-scale exploitation of th

plantations.
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he compiex plans to produce 10,000 tonues of paper of
. various kinds int 1,81. . ..o ~

.

The productiod of the first roll of paper at Bai Bang

crowns a major effort.of thousands.of Vietnamese work-

ers who received invaluable assistance from Sweden. It is
errcouraging  thousands of ather workers engaged in
af forestation for the complex and hundreds of assembly
workers who have by now completed more than half of
the second phase assembly job. Evervthing is beinggeared
to the early cempletion of the whole complex which-wilt
then reach a capacity of 53,000 tonnes of paper per year

—
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THE PHA LAl POWER STATION

) DrC THNG

Flowing in parallel lines from the north, the Thuong
and Cau rivers join and mingle their waters at the
beundary of Ha Bac and Hai Hung provinces, forming
the Thai Binh river. Six kilometres downstream, the
Thai Binh meets the Duong at a junction called Pha Lai
60 kilometres from Hanoi as the crow flies. It is there
that the construction of a large power station is now in
full swing, attracting the attention of the whole country.

A Turning-Point in the Electrification Programme

No power station has been built in Vietnam since 1975.
The imbalance between the development of energy and
the national economy is obvious. The Communist Party
and Government of Vietnam have worked outaprogram-
me for the development of energy in the eighties. Parallel
to-oil exploration at Vung Tau, the installation ot a grid
to distribute electric current on a nationwide scale is
under way, with the wholehearted assistance of the Soviet
Union.. This programme includes the construction of the
hydro-electric stations at Hoa Binh in the North, Tri An
in the South, and the thermal power station at Pha Lai.

Tang Van Phuc, Vice-Minister of Electrical Energy, is
constantly present at Pha Lai to direct the construction
work. ' : ' v
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" He said, “The Pha Lai thermal power station.will play
a decisive role in the formation of a powerful electric
grid in the North. The main tisk in this plan is to build
“such large-scale works as the hydro-elecftic station at Hoa
Binh and the thermal power station at Pha Lai to increase
the capacity of the existing electrical system to install over
1,000 kilometres of high voltage carrier lines and to build
a network of local transformers. This programme has been

- successfully carried out up to the present time. We have

completed half the work of installing the carrier lines
and tranformers, and have blockedthe flow of the Da river
(in the construction ot the Hoa Binh hydroelectric) station
At Pha Lai we are busily preparing for the com-
missioning ot the first 110,000 kw turbo-generator which
is at present the biggest of its kind in Vietnam being
equal to one-tourth of the combined capacity of all the
electric installations in the North (with its three turbo

generators totalling a capacity of 150,000 kw, Uong Bi is.
at present the biggest thermal power station in the
North). The operation of the first turbo-generator at Pha
Lai will not only oftset the shortage of electric current
but help build other electric installations. As planned,
Pha Lai has four 110,000 kw turbo-generators which wilk
successively be put into operation between now and the

end of 1986. Then the nationwide electric grid will be

strengthened thanks to.the construction of the Hoa Binh -

hydro-electric station, which will operate its first turbine
early in 1988.”  _

Difficulties and Advanlages

Early in 1976, the first Soviet technical experts came tos

’_ Pha Lai and, with the Vietnamese technicians, made pre-

hmmary mvestlgatlons of the physical relief of the area.
A plan yo‘f const;ucuon was adopted in Hanoi in July 1977-
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The Phd Lai electric installation has a vanlage situatiom:
as it lies atonlv some dozen kilometres from the mines of

Quang Ninh province and is easily accessible for the traps—
- port of coal by rail and waterway ; in addition its situation.

allows easy transmission of electric current to the main

industrial centres in the North. Nevertheless, its construc-

tion faces great difficulties. The complicated natural features-
of the land call for carcful survey before laving the foun-
dations of the boiler and other buildings; auxiliary indus-
trial bases are lacking in the region and all materials have
to be carried from afar. While data were siill collected for
the blueprints of the project, working against time the
Vietnamese workers flattened the hills and removed the
small town of Pha Laito make way for the electric instal-
lation, which occupies 128 hectares.

One of the pioneers at the - construction site is Nguyen:
Ton, who is now Director of Building Company No. 13.

He said, - This ~hilly region, watered by calm:
rivers, was then deserted. Nature, though beautiful, was:
not tamed. The construction of this plant was far beyond
our abilities. We have not previously been faced wilhs
such a huge task. The operation began on May 17, 1980
Building madterials were lacking. Many of them had not
yet arrived from the Soviet Union. The order was signed
while the blueprints of the plan was not yet completed. The
materials were nol supplied in their correct order. But we
had to start work, otherwise evervthing. would have to be
postponed to the end of 1982. We madce slow progress in
1980 and the foundation of the main DuxidmO‘ wastinished

only at the.end of that year.’
The Pha/Lal construction site is bustling with cver

10,000 workers. The unit tackling the main-work is. s.Build=:
ing Company: No. 18 of the Ministry of Civil Construction
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The assemblage of equipment and installation of the high
voltage line linking Pha-Lai to the national gria arein the
charge of the Ministry of Electrical Energy. The Ministry
of Communicaticns is responsible for the building of a
railway line 1o kilometres long and a wharf to unload
malerials coming trom Hai Phong. The slag depot and
canal draining waste water were built by the Ministry of
Water Conservancy. The army is also raking an active part
in this construction; it is building the railway line
linking the coal mines, tifty bridges and thirty big culverts
Twenty-three teams trom five Ministries are working a
Pha Lai. Independent work units are joined together by
economic contructs. This is 1 new working method used
for large construction projects. Over roc managers and
depuiv—managers of enferprises work at the site, each
assuming his own responsibility.

t

The construction-of a 200 —metre high chimney was one
of the most important jobs. It was cast with 4,548 cubic
metres of reinforced concrete. Without helicopters, a plat-
form and a 13—tonne iron beam were raised to the top of
the chimney by rudimentary means.

Victor Gratchev, head of the Soviet expert team working

at Pha Lai, made the following remark :

“This chimney is a splendid achievement, built by
Vietnamese workers under the guidance of Vietnamese
engineers and with the. assistance of Soviet engineers.
With its height of 200 metres, it is not simple .to construct
even according to developed countries’ technique, and was
seldom seen anywhere fifteen years ago. Its construction
at Pha Lai has been completed in five months and eleven

days, while in the- Soviet Union, a similar construction
would require six months” . . " '

8o

Thanks te the devoted uassistance of the Seviet techni-
cians, the Vietnamese werkers have grown in aumber
and maturity, Pha Lai is in {act an importani lesting
ground tor them. -

Our Ad&ress : Pha Lai

Soviet asgistance is playing a decisive role in the cons-
truction of the Pha Lai electric installation. All the main
building materials are being shippasd trom Odessa (Soviet
Union) to Hai Phong. At Odessa, a dock and a depot have
been specially built to receive goods for Pha Lai All the
packages bear theaddress: “Socialist Republic of Vietnam :
Pha Lai.”

This is also the address of 310 Soviet experts, workers
and technicians, working from dawn to dusk at this con-
struction site at the side ol Vietnamesc workers and engi-
neers cven in the hottest daysof the year.

All problems are solved and all decisions are izken
in complete agreement between the responsible cadres -
One of their meetings was held on July 27, 1983 with
the attendance of representatives of th: Ministry
of Civil Construction and the Ministry of Electrical
Energy lrom Hanoi, the head of the Soviet expert team

Victor Gratchev, and the chief engineers and heads

of departments concerned. The meeting reviewed the pre-
paration for the testing of the auxiliary turnace- an
important event at the consiruction site—on the resuit of
which will depend the genecrating of eleciricity by the
Pha Lai installation. Great joy prevailed among the work-

ers as the furnace began to work. It was an occasion to
check the technical data and the work entrusted to each

responsible cadre :
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* The pumping-station had been given u final check is

ready td start working.”

“ The safety valve has been put in order. A check is

needed cof the transformer switch-board. ”

“It is necessarv to finish the installation of the fire .

control svstem: without this measure, no test is possible, ”
Many important resolutions were adopted. The mecling
finished at 10 p.m.

On the arternoon of Julv 29, the whole construction sitc

was eagerly awaiting the whirring of engines. Over ten.

thousan:: ~vorkers and soldiers hurriedly finished working
and waited impatiently for the momentous event.

It was then [ met Alexander Guminik. In charge of he
supply of materials, he is the best-known Soviet worker
at Pha Lai und is affectionately nicknamed Sasha. He ic
secretary ot the Komsomol Youth Union.

He said, “It is very difficult to know who are the best
Vietnamese workers as all of them have done their utmost
to tultil their dutv. Their main concern is to finish their
work ahead ot time for turbo-generator No.1 to operatc
on November 3, 1983 as scheduled. This feat is to greet the
tifth anniversary of the signing of the Vietnam — Soviet
Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation, and the 66th anni-
versary ot the Gerober Revolution. We are driven forward
by the slogan ‘Light for Vietnam"'.”

And he smiled, his suntanned face brightened. His

Ukrainian voice reminded me ¢t his native land, known

Sz

*

for its well-watered fields and enough electricity for every
village. Of course, there is still plentv of work to do in

his country, but he has been sent here to help us in our - ¢

.

difficult days. -

He spoke to me confidentiailv, * Whv am [ well-known
umong the Vietnamese here ? Perhaps because I ama youth
representative and responsible ‘or the organizatiqn of
friendly matches between the Soviet and Victnamese work-
crs. The favourite sports here are ootball and volleyball.
I must add that cur chess plavers ‘cam viil compete with
students from Hanoi Polvtechnic. There are many shock
vouth here, as in my_country. One of the famous Soviet
songs is: ‘My address —the Soviet Union’ It savs that. ‘Our
address is not the name of a street nor the number of a
house, it is the Sovief Union.” We are ready to go any-

where duty calls. Now our address is Pha Lai.”

At exactly 4.70 p-m on Julv 21, 1032, Kieu Quan Bao,
foreman in charge of the furnace, trembling with emotion,
phoned the Director of the Construction Company *

s \VVC,I‘C read}, ! »

General Director Nguven Ton looked ui his watch. The
mur standing by him was Victor Gratchev. During a
dezen years of service, he had witnessed many importan!
svents, but that day he could not conceal his joy.

Nguyen Ton gave the order to stoke up the furnace.
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Aftera few minutes on tenterhooks, people shouted

«SmoKe !”” The chéer spread all over the construction yard,

" autighing “with the souna of ﬂrccrackcrs ‘sirens and the
whirr of machines: Gratchev hugged Ton, their faces
brightening, and the workers shook hands with one an-
other amidst a thunder of * Hurrahs” mixed with “ Bravo ™

Thin white smoke rose into ‘the lirpid sky in the glow
of sunset. Gratchev took off his hat as if togreet the smoke.
Standing beside him I saw in his eyes all the affection he

has for my country.

1983
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AN UNDER-DEVELOPED ENTERPRISE -

PAO QUANG BINH

Duyen Hai is one among 30 handicraft co-operatives ot
Dong Da ward, Hanoi, situated in an alley of-a populous
workers’ quarter. Actually, it does not yet have an office
so we were received by manager Hoang Hung in his not
so roomy. house. ‘

“Qur co-operative produces nets for table-tennis, volley-
ball, football, and badminton. The members make them at
home from the materials with which we _supplv them. My
house serves as a meeting-room and a store as well. ”

With that the manager indicated the heaps of nets in

the corners of the house and up in the garret — quite a . .

sight! An élderly man who served in the army during
both resistance wars against the}French and the American,
he retired for health reasons after the liberation of South

Vietnam.

“] became T pensioner reluctantly,””’ hP confided, “and 2
worry preved upon my mind. How could I be usefulto
society 7 So I hit upon the idea of participating in, or
setting up, if possxble, a handicraft co-operative to turn
out more goods for society and also to raise my family
sncome. This I discussed with my fellow-demobees, some of
them wounded soldiers. In 1977 the General Department of
Physical Culture and Sports placed an order-with us for the
-goods we have been makmgevcr smce” Thc manager spread

.
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out a fine-mesiicd wble-tennis net and a badminton net
the length of his room, both hand-woven from syunthetic
tibre.

“Our material is waste [rom several weaving-mills in
the city and othor nrovinees of the countrv. At first, ihe
State supplied us witha quantity of fibre for us to weuve
nets and deliver them to the General Department. As ihe
price of the materiai was high, sowasthe cost priceor ihe
products. Since we managed to usc the waste of weaving-
mills we have saved material for the State while reduc-

»

ing cost pricce and raising our co-op members’ income.

Accompanying uswere iwo loreign correspondents 1o
gazed at the co-operative products and fingered the well-
knit fibres as it these could not be products made :rom
wasie materials. .

“Of course, e ulso have machines,” expiained the
manager, smiling. ~ A Kind ot tibre-spiuning machine we
designed after a modci conceived by a wounded soldier of
ours. Apart from that, evervthing is hand-made.”

Following the manager we went to the ** co-operative

workshop ” which is ina private house. Here we saw only
one wooden * machine™ operated by hand in a corner
of the room. Its inventor, maker and operator is 1 wounded
soldier from the time of the resistance war against the
French. The “ machine ” was so simple thatinno time one

could grasp the principle ot its operation.

A3
With such raw materials and tools one wonders how the
Duven Hai Co-operative has developed.
“In 1977."” said the manager, *“that is in the vear our
co-operative was established, we were seven and made 14,000

dong worth of- goods. In 1978 we had 18 tull time work--

ers and 10 assistants turning out 104,000 dong. In 1979 the
. [ ]

g6 .

number of full-time workers rose to-30 and that of assist-
ants to over a hundred while the output value reached

217,000 dong. In 1980 we had 5o full-tim2z workeérs and a |

greater number of assistants. I can’t remember exactly
without looking at the books, and the returns w:re 417,000
Jong. Due to the lack of raw materials, in 1981 we
employedonly 33 ['ull-time workersand over 200 assistants
who made 374,000 dong worth of goods. Our nets are not
only sold in Vietnam butare exported toseveral countries,
members of the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance.
Recently, we received a sizable order from the Soviet
Union. ”

One of the foreign corresponlents made a remark :
* This is an enterprisc rom underdevelopment ! ” \

At that the co-operative manager, an ex-ofTicer who had
devoted most of his lite to fighting, smiled:

“You are right. Our co-operative was born in an under-
developed economy and has grown inthat eontext. But the
tact is that it is developing and helping the country to
develop.” ’
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'THE NEW COAL MINE
OF MONG DUONG

'DAO QUANG THEP and
LE VIET CHUNG

The Quang Ninh coal mining area, which was called
Hon Gay-Cam Pha mine under the-French, is a
strategic economic zone of Vietnam, It covers an area of
3.3c0 sq km., stretching along the Ha Long Bay and
‘he Bai Tu Long Bay. The mine produces the world’s
best anthracite, which contains 9o} of carbon and
has a thermal energy of 8,500 calories, i.€ yielding 8,500
_kilogram calories per Kkilo of coal. Its reserves are fairly
large and production conditions are favourable. Long and

thick seams of coal lying just beneath the earth’s surface .

permit opencast mining. The proximity of the sea makes.
it easier for ships to come and get coal at Hon Gai and
Cua Ong wharves, formerly Cam Pha wharves. The first
miners who came to this mining area hardly exaggerated
when they described it as a piece of gio lua (1): it suffices
to remove the banana-leaf wrapping to be able to taste
the delicious meat. Likewise, one had only fo scratch away
the thin layer of rock and earthto Be able to hew the coal.

The French-run Coal Company of Tonkin (Charbonna-
ges du Tonkin) amassed huge profits in the Quang Ninh
coal area from the end of the last century until 1955, when

1 A Victnamese delicacy made of ground lean pork wrapped in
banana leaves into alarge roll. The banana leaves are removed be- ~

‘fore the ** gio lua ™™ is served

Fald)
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French troops withdrew from the area under the 1954 .. . . 1
Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. French capitalists had:

exploited nearly all the surface-seams on mountain slopes-
and hadstarted to dig pitsto extract coal from underground: '
seams. Since 1965, under the new regime, the Mong Duong" -
mine management hus been exploring coal production
through deep mining. But the equipment left by the French.
was very rudimentary. It was not because French technol--
ogy was lagging behind, but simply because the French
owners preferred to rely on dirt cheap Vietnamese labour
and lives. This not  surprisingly led to a major. mining.
disaster in which 72 miners were killed in a flooded gallery.
The miscrable life of the miners under the French was-
described by one of them as follows: We were forced tor
get down into the pits to work for the boss. Dead, we
would remain there; alive we had to send up coal to the
surface before we were allowed to come out of the shaft.”™

in 1963, 10 years after the departure of the French co- -
lonialists, the Vietnamese Government started prospecting
the area and preparations were made to re-activate the
Mong Duong mine. Atthis juncture the Americans escalat-
ed their air war to the coal area and forced us to suspend
work until 1969. In 1973 when prospecting ~ work.
was over and construction work started, the Cam:
Pha Building and Assembling Company despatched
a large part of its work force and. equipment to Mong:
Duong to help set up the Mong Duong Building and Assem-
bling Enterprise. ‘About 2 million cu.m. of water were
pumped from the former pits. “A 150m-deep main shaft and’
a 1o8m-deep auxiliary shaft were dug. A gallery was also
built 37.5metres below sea level. Nearly 200,000 cu.m. of
earth ard rocks were brought to the surface. /

«It took us 10 years’ preparation,” said Engineer Doam -
Van Kien “before we could produce the first waggonloads.
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of coalin late 1982. We do ‘not allow ourselves to be
attracted by immediate interests, but always bear in mind
the long-t€rm interests of State and the miners. The Mong
Duong coal mine will bz exploited in a rational w ay and
it is expected that it will produce goo,000 tonnes of clean
coal per year for about o years. The miners wiil work
in most favourable conditions. The Soviet Union hus helped
us in this large-scale project by supplving us with uip-
ment and technique. But we will do our utmost to combine
manual labour and mechanized means. For example, to
dig pits we will make use of hoes and picks besides the
drilling machines we get from our Soviet friends. For the
Mong Duong mine is only one of the many projects built
with Soviet aid, and ‘we wish to make the most rationai
use of it.” -

Engineer Doan Van Kien is the manager of the Mong
Duong Mine Building Company with a 1,600-strong labour
force. The company boasts 20 engineersand many young
workers, nearly halt of them have béen trained in fratern-
al socialist countries. The company has four pit-digging
workshops, one electrical -engineering workshop, two
brigades of builders, one machine-installation brigade and
one machine-operating brigade.

Kien took us on a tour of the mine. Two -svsiems

of windlasses operating at the mainand auxiliary shafts

take equipment, tools and people down and coul up.
Next to the main shaft gate is a com-long structure

protecting a system of conveyors extending trom u

hill top to the coal-separation plant. The crude coal

extracted is loaded onto the conveyors and truansporled
to the coal-separatxoxrplant After cleaning the coal is load-
ed into ~waiting waggons. It is then . carried by railway

petety
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to Cua Ong port for export or to other parts of the coun-
try. Thus, the production line is thorcughly mechunized.

.
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We followed Kien and the head of the team ob Sovie

. H H ™ - - 5o . S & R Ny
experts down inte the pits. The clawvator is 1 small sailwas
carringe moved up and down Dvoaosvstem o cleerie

1 1 . t ":,\‘ . :
windlasses. When e avere barely 3oincires Hortw e

ground we saw water eascading, with the spray occusicnaily
biocwn inlc thie car.

*Our great concern, ” said Kien, *is how te ontrel
water and prevent tlooding, chich otten ,
the French. W have instailed o svstem of pumps "viR
1 2,000 cu.m hour capacitv. Besides the mains we nave
dicsel zenerators standing Hyv.’

We went westiwvard along the main iunnel, whicn
wide and well ventiiated. 4 new track for mine oars Ml
o directions, Uventyve

cecurred ander

Vs

just been built, branching =t1 in 1wo
four kilometres of sallerv nuave been dug along the casiern
and western coal seams, the deepestsection 2zom ! helow sea

wron, together with the

il Fo4
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level. Construction work isstilly

“laving of the track and the power maius. [n manyv niuces
the walls, roof's and ficors of the inderground raileries
are reinforced with concrete.

We arrived af the piace viere warer pamps, v oniladon

fans, and power generators were in stailed. The instailaticn
of machines has been cntrusted by the management o the
Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Uunion Branch >t the
mine. Guided by the head of the clectrical engineering work-
shop, the manager and Sovict chic? =xpert inspectotl =uch

machinery group and checked its operaticn.

« The youth constitutes the main tor-v% in our com-
pany,” Doan Van Kien went on. ® They have been oldv
ing the role of a shock forc. in the socialist emulation
drive, especially in the one luunch. d last year to mark the

~ !i
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R 6oth annivessary of the founding of the USSR.-Through ' -

2T he combined efforts of all of us an'éfthariks-tof"rheﬁfhbte— b - ST T et
hearted assistance of the Soviet experts, the Mang Duong - ’ ; -
mine was commisioned on schedule.” ™. I ) 'i'HE DA NHIM

HYDRO-ELECTRIC STATION

The Mong Duong mine is one of the key projects of
_our industry. Its immediate task is to help boost coal pro-

duction, and its long-term task is to train cadres for the T.7. L

coal industry. "The output of coal in Vietnam, 6.2 million - R ’

_ tonnes in- 1982, is to increase to 8.; million tonnes by 193s. ) | | '

« It {s essential,” Kien explained tous,“that we should The Da Nhim hydro-electric station, one of the main
attain the 8.5 million-tonne target by 1985. For the con- - power plants in the South, lies 250 kilometres northwest
* struction of the Pha Lai thermal power station wili then of Ho Chi Minh City as the crow flies. ' -
have been. completed, _and this plant will consume 2,4 It was built by the Japanese -when South Vietnam was
million tonnes of coal a year. True, higher output—up to “under US—puppet rule.*The building lasted from 1961 to
10 million tonnes per year—ean be achieved if we get mor& 1965. During the war, it only supplied a few megawatls‘
capital, equipment and manpower. But the State Planning to the Da Lat area. Only after the liberation of the Sowuth
Commission has. to cater for other branches, too, with a (30 April 1979) has it been put to full use to serve produc-  ~
view. to ensuring a balanced development of our ‘national tion and the people’s life. , ‘ ]
economy - ' At the confluence of the Da Nhim and Krong Let
rivers, a ,400-metre long and 3R-metrc-high dam called Don -4
. 798% Duong was built, which created 2 156-milion-cubic-metre '
- DR - ~ reservoir. -

A s5-kilometre long and 3-4 metre wide tunnei crosses
the mountain and brings lake water to two 2.257
’ - : metre long pressure pipelihes leading to four 40-MW
turbines. The water then flows into the Cai river. In
summer it helps irrigate tens of thousands of hectares of
cotton land. ’

Before liberation both of the pipelines were damaged by
atmospheric pressure, once in November 1967 and again
P : - in 1974.

A . , o Following liberation in 1975, the new administration
e PR , A EO U \ o decided to restore the power éﬁzfien; Of course, the I‘gpgﬂ§sc_ / i
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were contacted. The Sakai firm, however, said it would
need 12 months to compicte the werk ard asked for a very
high price.

So we took muatters into our own hands. Work started
in December 1973 and unmuu&tew ran into many obsta-
cles: suckicn changes in the sweather, rugged terrain,
cnemy minesand traps left irom the war, not to mention
the neavy damage suiiered Y oDe pipes..

The tirst thing 0 do was o clear the land of minesand
iraps, repair the roatis. remove ihe 1amaged  sections..
prepare materials, misier echnioal cadres and skiiled work -
ers. Technical diffienitics were numerous: One of them
was the lack of the kind of speeial steel required by the
Japanese designers. So we just usc the steel we had and
reinforced the nipes with girdles.

Another Jifficuity was to pressure-test the pipes. In g6+
the Jawancse experts divided the pipes into sections by
means cf cxpandable oints During the tests, a joint burst,
followed by others along 120 metres of pipe. The gush of
water under pressure killed a Japanese experton the spot
and sent his body into an abyss.

Obviously such a resting method had to be discarded.
The cadres and workers in charge of the repair work rack-
ed their. brains and eventually worked out one which
ensured compicte satety.

Since \"Ia_v 1976, ail ‘he fonr turbines (160 megawatts
in all) of the Do MNhim avdre-clectric station have been
worlxlng without a kitcn. In future, the station will be

enlarged and its capacity increased.
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CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

NGOC TUONG -~

Construction work actually bezan only after the end of”
the first Indnchina War in 1954. In the liberated North of
the country, it helpsd heal the wounds of war and build
economic and public welfare facilities in towns and coun~ %
tryside, plains and highlands. - %

By late 1964, many plants and factories had been built.
Induétrial centres were taking shape. In the domain of
energy, besides the enlargement of the Yen Phu power plan :
in Hanoi, whose output was doubled, new thermal power . .
plants were built in Vinh. Ham Rong, -Lao Cai, Uong Bl R
Viet Tri..., not countmg hydro-electric stations. v

In the field of mzchanical engiaeering, in addition to-
the restoration and. enlargement of old plants, a » modern
plant was built in Hanoi, the No.l Machine-tool Plant, ihe:
first of its kind in Vietnam.

The foundations of our chemical industry were laid with
the construction of the Lam Thao superphosphate plant,
the Lao Cai apatlte mine, the Van Dien pnospha[e plant...

Light industry was equipped with, weaving mills. and
glassware, rubber, soap, plywood, paper, c'gar&te, .
and camnng factorles Great attentlon was paid to the
restoration anc{_ extension of coa]t tin, chromite and




apatite munes. Tie oid cement works at Hai Phong svas
enlarged. and dozens of brick-and-tile kilns built.

In the cultural and social fields let us mention the build-
ing of Hunoi Polvtechnic, the Institute of Water Conser-
vancy. the colleges of agriculture, cconomics and tinance,
sports and phvsical cducation. tegether with a vast network
of general-education schools mushr coming up all over
the country. .\ vast heaith-care network, atruly omnipresent
one, was alsc =e¢t an with a oolvelinic in everv nrovince
and a smuailer one in cach district, not counting health-care
stations in the comuunes. Urban cenltres were built or en-
larged. The size of Hancidoubled compared with the days
tollowing liberation. and new blocks of tlats appeared.

*The war ol destruction launched bv the USA against
North Vietnam in 1965 was to destroy almost all our ma-
terial bases which had been built at the cost of immense
etforts. Almost all provincial capitals and cities were hit,
of which 1z were completely destroyed ulong with 31 other
urban centres. Out of a total of 5,500 communes, 4,000 were
attacked — All our industrial centres were razed to the
ground. Civilian dweilings touwalling more that five
million metres of floorspace were knocked- down.
More than 3,000 scheols and 350 hospitals were bombed.
and ten hospitals totailv destroved. In the South, as a

sult of the policy of rural ** pacification” and terced

urbanization " of the rural population pursued by the
Amer an occupiers and their puppets the countryside was
in a state of utter desclation.

The vear 1975 saw the totl libzration of the South,
foillowed by national reunitication i 1976, In implemen-
tation of the State plan, the Building Ministry tocused its
activities on the restoration and enlargement of thermal-
power plants in Uong Bi, Vinh, Dong Hoi, Hue and Da

NI BN Y et et )" L Doy TN Ny
,nl!lﬁ, O AVOTO-cee i RASEISTED] SN WYSHPS N S0 § SRR BV D B § 53 Ui

sud the construction of the Pha Lai thermaipewer plant
and the hvdro-electric projects of Hou Binh and Tri An.

In the lood industry, a larze number of tacieries were
restored, expanded or built Four weaving-mills were con-
structed in Nha T [rang, Huwio Hue and Vinh L:;’[h T
with nivwood factories and sawinills in the Central High-
lands, a pulp-and-paper mill in Bai Bang, 2 number of
refrigerating nlants, cement works in 3im Yon ond Hoang
Thach, a Jdicselengine plant in Song Cong... All this went
ong wwith the restoration and enlargement of other enter-
prises =i the national cconomy.

In the social and cultural fields, let us note the con-
struction ol “hie Junoi Grnecclogy-Obstetrics Hospital, the
Hanoi Pediztrics Hospital, the Dons Hoi Hospital, and
many provincial and <isivict hospitais throughout the
country ; the restoration and constructicn 31 .192 general-
education and higher-education establisnments; the build-
ing ot housing totalling more than ten million square
metres of floor space. ctc.. to mention oniv the main
undertakings. [n the countrvside, brick houses have
multiplicd in 60Y% ot the communes.

’

Compared with 19335 the production ot building mate-
rials has increased consilerablv: cement 162 times), brick
(560 times), sand and gravel (130 times). Prefab concrete
factories turn out 230,00 square metres of aousing ele-
menis cach vear; sawinills process nexriv sowo00 cubic
metres of timber each vear, More and more o aicles and

machines have become aviiiable to nur Suiding industry
400-h.p. bulldozers, mechanical shovels o1 4.2 cibic metres
capaczty, 130-tonne crancs.. On many construction sites,
work is 70—80% mechanized.
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in order io luifil its tasks, the building industry must
have a competent staff. To train such ncrsonnel, there
have been set up the Institute ot Designing, the Institute
ot the Building Industry, the Building Science and Tech-
nique Institute and the Building Materials Institute. Two
colleges of architectnre, several schools of economic
management, and many secondarv vocational schools
train thousands of technical agents and tens ot rheusands
of SRkitled verkers. The number of people working n the
building indusrr\' has gone up [rom 1 mere 0,0c0 {includ-
ing 2y architects and engineers) in 19355 to more than
350.000 incinding thousands ot college-trained engineers
and hundreds or «ioctors and candidate doctors ol science.
The maturity ot our building industrv is evidenced by
projects requiring high technical qualifications such as
the Ho Chi Minih Mausoleum, the Vietnam-Soviet Friend-
ship Working Pcople’'s Palace of Culture, the Bai Bang
pulp-und-paper mill, the Pha Lai thermal power pilant,
the hvdroelectric projects in Hoa Binh and Tri An, etc.

-

It must be emphasized that our building indusiry has
benerited tfrom the important assistance of the brother
socialist countries, friendly countries and international
organizations in the fulfilment of its tasks.

1985
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EXPORT GOODS FROM THAI BINH

HUI" THO

Foillowing in the steps of major cities—Ho Chi Minh,
ilanoi and Hai Phong—Thai Binh is taking the lead,
amony the plain and upland provinces, in average export
value per capita as well as per vorking peovle. ** To rely
oa one’s werk force and land and to advance from one’s
output of paddv. sigs and industrial crops  is the motto
of the province. On the basis of increased productivity
and ~ickl in rice production, the province has put nearly
1C.c00 aectares, out of a total of 3g,000, under industrial
creps in order o provide materials for the manufacture of
expert gcods.

Thai Bini's main exporis include jute and such jute
products as carpets, bags... besides rush mats and carpets,
paprika. dried and powdered gzarlic, essential sils, Samboc
and rattan items, pigs, poultrv and feathers. There arz
alsc products from handicrafts and small industey such as
leather zloves, badminton rackets, table-tennis bats .. At
present. the wvalue of export products made from ioccal
materials comes up to 002 oi rotal.

As one of the most denselv pepuiated provinces in the
country, Thai Binh has an abundant work force. Engaged
in making goods for export are over 8o,coc people, ie.
more than 10 of the social work force, not to speak of
those who grow jute, rush, mulberry and other plants
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than nail of the work (orce of Thuong Ilien ana Minh
Lang communes is engaged in making goods tor export.
Thirtv-seven. out of thirty-nine, communes of Kien
Xuong district have shops making goods for export.

. wupni mnaterlals for making expor! srednets. More

~yince now has two State-owned enterprises and
aver rhree hundred cooperatives turning out export items.
s interesting to note that of these three hundred cc-
eratives, only forty are working on their own. the rest,
Deing appendages ot agricultural cooperatives. Under the
oresent circumstances, this structure makes tor grealer
solidity. The reason is that so long as agriculture relies
mainiv on manual labour, it may be affected by both
shortage and redundancy of munpower. With handicraft
shops set up swithin agricultural co-ops, we can have sui-
ficient work force for intensive farming during cultivation
campaigns and make tull use of redundant manpower
during the slack periords to turn out export items. Thus,
the cc-op members’ income is raised and its capital accu-
muiation increased while a large volume of products is
contributed to the State. This also leads to better tocal divi-
sion of iabour, a gradual shaping of an agro-industrial
structure within the cooperatives, and lays the foundation
for the speedy formation of an agro-industrial structure
in .he Jdistrict—and this, without having to ask for food
subsidies from the State as the country is {acing ditficul-
ties in food supply.

Exports in order to finance imports: this is the road to
seif -reifance. Thai Binh's imports are, above all, chemical
eriilizers Lor intensive farming, feed for iivestock

FR RS SBY

materials for making export goods, which creates jobs
and vaiuable merchandise. In 1982, thanks to its exports,
Thai Binh imported 15,000 tonnes of ureal fertilizer and

100

oo tannes ~f ather nitrogencus fertilizers. These vere
uppiied to various districts which will pay back i rice
in 1983. The quantity of nitrogenous fertilizer imported by
the province thanks to its export proceeds was larger
than that set aside for it by the State plan.Its exports have
also made it possible tfor' the province toimport an additional
00,000 metres of cloth last year and 300,000 metres in the
first half of this year, to help meet the clothing require-
ments of the people and to exchange for exportable items.

Wty
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3. SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ASPECTS

CURING DRUG ADDICTS
IN HO CHI MINH- CITY

Dr. TRCONG THIN

At Binh Trieu New Youth School, a centre for curing
drug addicts in Ho Chi Minh City, we have carried ourt’
investigations on 2,500 people, and obtained the following
resuits: 8.2/ of the addicts are voung people. but some
of them took to drugs 45 vears ago. and others, at the age
of 12 or 13, and their arms are pocked with injection marks.
Some addicts have made use of opium and morphine
others, ot LSD, marijuana, heroin sedatives or other
stimulants.

. These addicts usually contracted such social diseases as
syphilis (27.2%) T.B (37%), malaria (30%) hvpothrepsia
(30%), purulent scabies (61%). Most of them have com-
maitted delinquencies or crimes (theft: 1003, banditry:
50y, murder: 29/, drug tratficking : 40/, prostitution: So %

- of the fémale addicts).

How can we solve the problem of dfug addiction in the

social and medical field? This was oune of the primary

02

concerns of the authorities of Ho Chi Minh City, shortly
after liberation. The main difficulty is how to cure all -
the hundred thousand addicts in the city in a short time.
Even if all of them are gathered for treatment, every year,
five thousand people can be cured at the most. Thus
twentv yvears would be needed, so disease would never
disappear if we relied only on therapy. Tosolve the problem,
we have divided the addicts in two kinds most of them
are treated at home, the others are taken in for treatment.

Those belonging to the first kind are addicts who are
not so corrupted as to be harmful to society and can still
work, although thev are handicapped by their addiction,
Accounting for go¥, théy are cured in their own houses
by social methods.

The second kind comprises corrupt addicts, who, apart
from contracting social diseases, lived a perverted life
harmful to order and security and easily fell into criminal
practices. They account for 103 of the addicts and nced to
be concentrated for long treatment and reform.

The addicts in the first kind (about go,000) are cured by
society, while those belonging to the second kind {about
10,000} are gathered together for treatment. Ninety per
cent of the patients treated by social methods have their
disease cured by means ol receiving smaller and smaller
doses of drugs until complete recovery.

These methods prove to ‘be effective thanks to the
following measures : _

1. The revolutionary authorities cut all sources of drug
supply and the quantity consumed is visibly reduced.

2. The authorities and inhabitants in the city educate
hooligans and step up the new life movement, so the drug
addicts feel they areout of their element and consequently

- reduce the use of drugs.-
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3. The “economic difficulties in post-war days have
lowered the living standard of the people and compelled

"the addicts to curtail the consumption of drugs.

4. The drug addicts do not like to be «hospitalized” for
a leng-term transformation and make strenuous ettorts to
cure themscives. .
" The- results of the drug reduction method are most
heartening. The basic investigations made in the tive
inner districts of Ho Chi ainh City by the drug curing
centre have revealed that there remain only 629 drug
addicts in 73 wards of 583,717 inhabitants. Thus the num-
ber of addicts for the whole city is now about 3,000 (or
1.o7/) compared with hundreds of thousands of addicts
before liberation. ‘

With regard to the inveterate addicts who are usually
corrupl, we concentrate them for a long treatment and
{yansfcrmation. After being weaned from drugs, they are
enabled by means of study and work to become useful to
themselves, to their families and society. In this respect
we have achieved two important results in therapy and
education o '

Formerly in Southern Vietnam and other countries the
{ollowing mcthods were ased to cure drug addiction:

. Method of substitution: the addicts take Methadone,
a light drug to replace opiurs or morphine.

5. Method of dose reduction: the addicts use opium in
o smaller and smailer dose together with another sedative
or anodyne.

3. Sleep cure: the addict is given an artificial sleep of
3—7 days by swallowing a strong dose of sleeping pills.

: 4. Methed of -violent cure: the addict is confined ina

room and prevented from using drugs ; he is left to torture
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himself by violent convulsions and his craving for drugs-
vanishes gradually. ‘ ' o
5. Electroshock clectricity is used to eliminate the con-
vulsions of the addict.
6. Psvcho-surgery ol lhe frontal lobe of the brain: de-- -
struction of the'region of the brain which gives the sensa-:

“tion of pleasure to drug addicts.

_ Those classical methods are time-consuming and most
expensive, and are sometimes violent and harmful to the-
healih of the addicts.

We are now applying a new method recognized by the:
liealth service, known by the name of Binh Trieu, the first
centre for curing drug addicts in Ho Chi Minh City

Almost all the addicts in Vietnam use opium, heroin or
morphine, and we deal with these drugs only.

As far as the symptoms of the crisis are concerned, we
divide them according to five functions of classical medi-
cine :

.. Increase of movement: the patient fidgets, twists in
convulsions; sometimes: he suffers from insomnia, his
heart beats precipitately - his blood pressure increases; he
coughs, perspires profusely and feels nauseous : his genitals-
are excited. -

. TIncrease of temperature: the patient feeis hot in his.

chest, and his face flushes while respiration is heavy

because of the rush of hlood ; his tongue, €yes, nose are
red - he has a headache and cometimes his lungs, stomach.

and ears bleed. . : .

- 3. Increase of secretion: abundant secretion of urine,.

<sweaf, tears, mucus saliva; uncontrolled ejaculation of

sperm, leucorrhoca (in women).
' ¢
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4. Reduction of assimilation: it causes dvsenterv. abun-
dant secretion of sweat and urine, chest compiaints,
dyspnoea.

3. Weakness of the reserve tunction: the patient -oes
not retain liquids ; he is casily {rightened. tears cold and
water, has a poor memorv. The svmptoms ure: abundan:
discharge of urine, ejaculation ot semen, leucorrhoea, hair
Calling, ear buzzing, failing cvesigil,

According to traditional medicine, the intensitied func-
rioning of the organ emitting heat is the root cause of the
svadromes of drug addiction. This function is Jetermined
bv two torces in an antagonistic partnership one emits
heat and the other prevents the propagation st heat As
drug addiction is a chronic disease causing asthenia, the
loss of heat does not show that the patient has an over-
abundant source ot heat, but that the foree checking its
propuagation is so weuk thut ne contrel is possible.

These svmpioms occur in the heart and kidnevs which
are related by two corresponding systems. At the touch of
the hand, the sensitive points of these systems give a
traumatic sensation.

Ina word, drugaddiction is the sequel of the weakening
of the organ checking the emission of heat. It this organ
is brought under control, the svndromes of drug addiction
disappear; its tunetioning can be improved by acupunc-
ture and medicines (Acupuncture is performed on the
sensitive points of this organ).

Besides, the [ollowing methods are applicd :

— Oriental gymnastics and profound respirution o

improve the physical and mental strength of the addicts.

-- Psychoalogical treatment to dissipate the despair stored
in the mind of the patient. Affection and respect for the

-dignity of the addict play an important role.
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— Labour cure a precious method applied after the
patient huas recovered his health, to help him find joy in
his work.

The results of these meihods are most encouraging:

.. Acupuncture helps shorten the cure and quickly res-
tores the strength ot the patient: he has no more convul-
sions within a few minutes: all the orises disappear after
tour davs, and the patient’s heaith s improved after a
week.

2 Acupuncture and oriental medicine are inotfensive
methods.

3. Isolated {rom is surroundings, the patient will not
easilv have a reiapse.

+. Economically speaking, these methods are not costlv.
in light cases, acupuncture and oriental gvmnastics — pre-
tound respiration —will do. [n mere serious cases, the use
>t medicinal herbs is to be added.

Arter the cure, the addict will be retained fer some
ime tor study and tfor doing munual work. This diffi-
cult job will e tackled by the War Invalid and Social
Aftairs Service and the Youth Union at the New Youth
Scheol at Binh Trieu and the New Life Building Youth
Schools at Xuven Moc and Vinh An. Many uddicts have
mended their ways and led a useful and healthy life : they
took part in the Shock Youth Brigade, joined the armed
forces, work in State {urms or return to their families.
However there are cuses of relapse, and energetic measures
must e taken by the drug curing centre to Keep an eye
on the addicts atter thev have returned o normal life.

~
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH
SINCE THE AUGUST 1945 REVOLUTION

Prof. DANG HOI XU AN,

- Minister of Health

Since its founding on 2 September 1943, the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam (formerly the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam) has scored brilliant achievements in public
health.

1. We have built a unified healthcare network in the
whole country down to the district and the grassroots, thus
bringing health care to the masses.

This is the crreatest achievement of our depar:ment

By building a health-care network that covers the whole
country down to the district, both rural and urban, laying
emphasis on the prevention of discases, combining modern
medicine with traditional national medicine, acting upon
the watch-word “Parallel efforts by the State and the
people 7, launching a mass movement for completing the
five major tasks in health care (building sanitary and
anti-epidemic facilities; family planning; growing and
using traditional medicinal herbs ; looking after the peopie’s
health and controlling social diseases; and building a
popular health network) our department has gradually
brought health care to the masses.

Starting from scratch, we have built 5,000 hezlth-care
§tations (including maternity wards) for communes, wards
and factories in,the North, and now we have more than

-~
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10.000 such stations inthe swhole couniry, serving citics and
countryside, lowlands and highlands, and even- the most
distant islands. Our mode of action is to perform well
medical and pharmaceutical work, disease prevention and
treatment, emergency and obstetric care at the grassroots,
while mobilizing the people to engage in emulation to
complete the five above-mentioned tasks. ‘

- Closely connected with the network at the grassroots is
the district (rural and nrban) network which covers the
whole country and comprises hospitals’ and clinics, anti-
epidemic and anti-malaria teams, pharmacies and tradi-
tional medicine rooms for examination and treatment (in the
district), and polyclinics (in the city quarter).

The successes we have recorded in building a health-
care network and launching a mass movement at the
grassrcols ualso constitute an encouraging achicvement in
1mplememmg the policy of *“looking after the initial
health ™ of all citizens—a policy put forward by the World
Health Organization as an objective to be attained in the
year 2000 by all countries. This achievement was recogniz-
ed by the review World Health of May 197

2. Training health-care personnel: Whereas in 1945
the total number of such personnel was barely
now this figure has increased to 240,000, a 6o-told rise.
The number of doctors in particular showed an increase

of 349 times.

4,000 by

In 1945, we had only one physician for every 180,000
people. Now the figure is one physician (doctor and assist-
ant doctor) for every thousand people. ’

We have 162 professors of medicine and pharmacy (not
counting the o5 professors of military medicine); 228
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- of medicine and pharmacy ;
-armacists.

doctors and candidate <
1,976 specialist doctors aj,

3. Specialized medicine h1s made constant progress in
order to serve popular me:ine and help build a Viet-
namese medicine that i ined internationai standards
in many fields and won 2 prestige in the world.

s and provinces has been
constantlv perfected. It no smorises nolvelinics, special-
ized hospitals, institutes - uitional medicines. sanatori-
ums, and anti-epidemic =~ s, ete. [ts tasks consist in
building up and providing suidance for the district and
ng their difficult probiems.
St cadres with post-doctoray
adres with a tertiary train-
is around j300—400, even

The heaith system in

grassrcofs network while -
Its personnel comprise o
training while the numbe.
ing tor cach city or preo
LLOOO IN some «uses.

The centrai aeaith-care
[n 1974, we had ten res.

-~ =m has quickiyv developed.

“astitutes. Now, the whole
country has 28 institutes ... canch institutes, and more
than ten major polyclinic. specialized hospitals fitted
with modern equipment. O+: sharmaceutical trust includ-
es many phamaceutical weoiks, companies and research
institutes. We have six m= ' ' and pharmaceutical col-
leges, one school for manay: .- cadres of health services
and a regional branch oi - school, both dispensing
college-level and post-gradus'+ ‘raining.

The abeve organization 2 iructure of our health-care:
system bespeaks the line, oricization and objectives of our
socialist health system, which livsemphasis on the struggie
against epidemics, the prevews:a of contagious and sociai:
diseascs, and closely relates <ich matters as  sanitation,,
environmental hygiene and i keeping of health records
to the examination, treatmer: --.-d rehabilitation of patients

<
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it pays duc attention to modern medicai science while

setting great store by traditional medicine, combining the-
two {or the benerit of the patients and the progress of.
Vietnamese medicine as a whole.

During the past thirty years, our basic investigation and
resecarch works in medicine and pharmacy have been
foecused on the ireatment of Vietnamese patients in the
conditions and environment of Vietnam: on methods of
disease prevention. diagnosis and treatment (by means of
drugs and without recourse to drugs); on the use of
modern and traditional drugs; on the heaith problems
refated 10 nroducticn. combat and the people’s life—alr
almed 4t serving the building and defence of cur socialist.
homeland

In the struggle against epidemics, and infectious and
social iscases, we have managed to check dangerous
cpidemic outbreaks and lower the morbidity rate with
regard lo intectious and social diseases, malaria and.
tuberculosis in particular. We have given timely treatment
to people suffering from current diseases and cured many
difficult cases Many seriously sick people, people struck
with blindness, dumbness, deatness and paralysis, victims
of accidents involving loss of limbs in a number of cases
etc., have heen successfully ‘reated returned to a normal
life, again being able to participate in construction and
national detence. '

In the field of pharmacy, we have made great efforts.
in developing the supply of material medica and in produc-
ing, cxporting, importing and distributing drugs in order
to meet the ever-growing needs.

Thanks to the above-mentioned efforts we have contrib--
uted to protecting and improving the people’s health: the
mortality rate has been reduced by four times (20 times

It




t Hildbirth ind newborn habiess

Sith rooard o vomen in
sind the average lile expectancy has been raised irom.
38 to 63

4. The achievements of healthcare work in serving

the wars of resistance

the past three decades we spent moere rhan rwenty
nd in

Over !

i'ign[mg aggression,

against US impert: 1iist

veuars
resisting Chinese expansionist

T recent Tears we have been
Ccomnbal cLiori  iis

the home-

acsizns and - actions. To serve our
become a sacred dutv ot Lealth cadres toward
and the army. Our record in this ticia

lana, the people
whievements, but our outstanding contri-

contains many

butions have ‘)Pcn ‘4 the freatment of war injuries. Health
cadres have thus directly  cont tributed to the zlorious
auccesses of our people’s heroic wars of resistance.

[n order o cope with continual bombings, night and
supersonic jct aircratt in the extremely
war ot destruction North. we
quickly gave training in surgery 10 large numbers or our
health cadres, sent them to refresiir COUrses and trained
more of them, and strengthened the district and commun-
al network that had been built in the years of peace. We
organized mobile surgical teams which came to hezlp the
grassroors when the need arose; sent more cadres, equip-
ment and medicines to the districts and the communes, as
well as to the sector stations; gave training 10 all popular
strata, especially to workers, students and young peoniein
11r51-axd carc and measures against Lhemlul warfare; and

igorously developed Red Cross units and brigades o1
strefchcr bearers among the people. Thanks to those meas-
ures, proper first aid was given to all cases of war injuries
at the grassroots: 807 of the victims were given emergency

day, by US

barbaric air against the
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communal stations ina suncst ali were
treated at quarter apd distriet stations. The mortalitv rate
was rcduced o o minimuni.

reatmeni ot b

In recent fightinz against the wars of aggression by the
pllinesc cxpansionists on our southwestern and northern
borders, health cadres have fulfilled their dutiesin serving
the national detence etfort.

_ Ou'r health department has also tulfilled our interna-
flonalist <iutv with
all other

regard to Kampuciwu and Laos, anu
nationalist countries.
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FAMILY PLANNING AND ITS PROSPECTS

ANH THU

As in most developing countries the large and tast-grow-
ing population in Vietnam has exerted great pressure on
socio-economic development programmes. But unlike the
case in many countries, the overriding concern here is not
only to redistribute the population, organize ettective ml-
gration, adjust the pace of urbanization and protect natural
resources and the environment, but first and toremost to
reduce the population growth rate.

The population growth rate in Vietnam has been very
high over the past forty years. Since 1939, it has averaged
about 3 per cent annually. In 1955—-60, following the con-
clusion of the anti-French war of resistance, it jumped to
3.8 per cent. In the period from 1955 to 1977 the population
of Vietnam grew from 23 to 50 million in spile of the
zmti-US war of resistance. Following are some results of
a census conducted in 1975: In Ward 16, District 4 of Ho
(,‘n Minh City, of the 1,253 women of child-bearing age
two-thirds had from 6 to 10 children. In Hai Binh com-
mune, 1inh Gia district, Thanh Hoa province, a commune
of average size, 702 of the families had 7 and more child-
ren. In 1975, Binh Tri Thien province had 1,7 millior
inhabitants. From 1975 to 198¢ more than io00,000 of its
inhabitants went to other provinces under the programme

of redistribution of the work torce. Yet, due to the high

ird

i
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birth rate (3%) the population figure in 1980 was aga1
r.7 million.

By 1984, the population of Vietnam had grown to 58

million. Over the past forty wvears, the increase in food
nrcduction has barely Kept pace with population growth.
The rcsult has been a stable level of per capita food
areduction. a high population density, and the shrinking
of tfurmiand. At present, Vietnam is the 13th most popu-
ious counirv in the-world and is also among those with
the lowest national income per head of ponulation.

As carlv as g0z, the Vicinamese Government decided
‘o enferce 1 programme of familv planning. The pro-
gramme was entrusted to the Heath Ministry, assisted by
the State Planning Commission, the Federation of Trade
Unions. the Women’s Union, the Fatherland Front... Po-
licies aimed at encouraging birth control have been issued.
Thanks to this, the population growth rate dropped to
2.47% in 1950 from 3.3 in 1970 Jnd 3.8/ in 1960.

~

However, this still falls far short of the demands of
economic development. In August 1981, the Councii of
Ministers issued a new instruction regarding family plan-
niug. calling on each coupic to have two children al mosi,
with a view to bringing the rate of population growth
down to .7°% by the end cf 1983. Birth-control targets are
to be attained at all Government offices and production
establishments. Each locality is toset a target for itself on
the basis of the national ‘arget and its own concrete con-
ditions. As a result, by 1984 the populaticn growth rate had
dropped to 2.2 throughout the country. Most encourag-

ingly, some rural localities with a long record of fast .
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population growth have obtained goed results in birth

control.
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Lac Hong communc in My Vandistrict, Hai Hung prov-
ince, is a case in point. In this agricultural commune
with a population of 4,211, cach couple has only two or
three children compared with the national average of five.
The birth control nrogramme has received warm response
from the population. Few women marry betore the age St
22 and most stop bearing children at the age of 3o. Most
couples are applyving contraceplive measures. Users .of
catraceptive devices, apart “rom ree medical cure, iso
--ceive bonuses in paddy and other loods. These meus-
ares have concurred to bring the annual popuiation
growth rate at Lac Hong down to .63

Regrettably, however, therc are not yel many piaces
iike Lac Hong. Nationwide, propaganda for family plan-
ning remains inadequate. A large section of the population
still has mixced feelings about birth control, and doesn’t
know how to zo aboul it. A survey shows that oniy about
302 of all married couples of child-bearing age arc‘using
contracepiives. The national population which stoodt al 30
millicn in 6o will have risen to 6o million by mid-ioXs.
On an average, a Vietnamese woman of chiid-bearing age
still has four or more children, compared with six in 1960.
In other words, more than twenty years after the birth-
control programme started, the number ot children per
family has been reduced by only two while the total
population has almost doubled. Although the birth rate in
Vietnam is lower than the average in the Third Worid
(2.37 compared with 3.1%), the mortality rate has been
lowered thanks to progress in medical care and improve-
ment in the social environment (0.7 compared with r.1)
with the result that its population growth rate is higher
than the Third-World average (2.2 compared to 2—2.1%).
The present annual increase in the population is 1,300,000
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400,000 more tonnes of food is not produced each vear.

_owering the population growth ratc is 4 prime concern
oi the Vietnamese Government. So tar, this work has
been entrusted to the health service. The latter. if Tett to
Hiscif.cannot cepe with sucha vast prociem whiich involv-
o manyv aspects ot social lite. Besides, nvestnenis have
remained inadequate.

el covg, the Council or Mindsiers set 1p & National
Population and Family  Planning Commission.  directly
mder its authoritv, which is to give 2 real thrust to the
campaign. The Commission has ramitications in all prov-
inces. citics and special sectors.,

inorecent vears, a bodv of specialists in  emoegraphy
nas gradually taken shape in Vietnam. Their reports and
torecasts have attracted wide attention and received zener-
Al approval. Scientists sav that it the birth-centror cam-
saign ~hould progress at the present rate there would be
1w nope ot reducing the number of children per family to
iwo Dy the end of this centurv and the population would
have exceeded the 3o millien mark by that Jate. Thev also
soint to the need of bringing the number i married
conunles nsing contraceplives from the present 02, to 70
within the next ten vears. The birth rate <hznld he so
wuced that the populaticn =vould stabilize @ 778
miilicn about the vear 2o000.

i
.
!

A more  vigorous propaganda  camuvaign saouid  de
iaunehed sothat tamily planning be accenred Do the entire

-

venuiation, Since all voung men have o iz oilitare ser
vice, camily pianning shouid aiso e a topic for 2ducaiion
in the army. Demographic cducation at schcol, swhich
began a few years ago, must be improved so that all voung
people will realize the vital importance of birth control

. 17
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oetore they get married. More importantly still, Govern-

ment policies should provide for more effective incentives

in this rezard.

.

Viewed against the results reaped so far and :the targe!
set for the vear 2000, the battle to be fought in the remain-
ing fiftcen vears of this century will not be an casv nne.
However, the crucial guarantee for its success lies in e
tact that the Party and the Government have fully ¢rasp-
ed the importance of the problem. Shortcomings in the
conduct of the campaign are being overcome. The exXpe-
rience gained in countries with comparable conditions s
being seriously studied. We have good reason to aope
that the target set by Vietnam for the vear zo0o in this
regard will be reached.

1985
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GENERAL EDUCATION IN THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM |

VIET CHUNG

Fitreen million! This is the total enrolment in infant
senools an:d seneral-education schools (including so-cailed

complementary classes tor adult education) for this schoof -

vear (1035 —36), which began on 3 September last. If the
enroiment  figures at  higher-education and secondary
vocational-education cstablishments are added it is reckoned
that one wut of three Vietnamese is going to school at
oresent. This tact is especially impressive if one recalls
that before the August Revolution in 1943, 935° of the
population were illiterate.

This result is the fruit of forty years of sustained
ettorts. Immediately after the Declaration of Independence
on 2 September 19435, President Ho Chi Minh called
tliterac sne i the three worst enemies of the revolu-
tionary power (the other two being foreign aggression and
hunger) to be fought and defeated at all costs. Indeed, he
said, without proper education, one could neither defend

the ccuntr erfectively nor improve the people’s living

conditions.

In the swhole country a vast anti-illiteracy campaign
took place, in which all who could read and write were

called upon to teach those who could not. Within a year, -
twe million people were treed from illiteracy. and by 194g.
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in the thick ot the anti-French war ot resistance, (€=

million people above the age of eight had learnt 'to readt.

and write, By 1958, illiteracy had been =radicated the North,
and by 1978, three years after national reunification, it
had been tquidated in the main throughout the country.

[n 193+ following the liberation of the North, while
the anti-illiteracy campaign continued, complementary
{adult) education wus begun, aimed at raising the cultural
standards of cadres and worlkers. By 1963, 2.7 million adult
learners had finished the first (primary) level of educa-
tion; 330,000, the second (junior secondary) level; and
38,000. the third (senior secondary) level.

Before the Revolution, primary education was available
only in ihe plain regions, but not in every district. In the
whole country, there were only 16 junior secondary

schools and three senior ones. Higher education was almost
non-existent.

In the verv first vear of people’s power, in 1945 — 46, we
succeeded in organizing 4,900 primary schools with mcre
than 230,000 pupils, and :9 secondary schools with 2,400
pupils. At present, the enrolment in our first-level
(primary! «chools is over eight million ; in our second-
level (junior secondary) schools more than three million;
and in our third-level (senior secondary) schools 300,0C0.
Compared with the colonial days, there was a 140-fold.
140-fold, and 1,200-fold increase, respectively.

At present, vhere are more than 12,000 basic general-
education schools in a1ll the communes, even the remotest
oncs, and 832 secondary schools in all districts. First-level
education. comprising four classes, involves almost all
children less than 15 years of age, and second-level educa-
‘tion, comprising four more classes, is aboul to involve most
adolescents. "I‘he development of secondary schools and
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hird-level complementary (adult) clisses has led te the
multiplication of universities and colleges and the emer-
gence of a body of cadres and’ workers with sufficient
scientific-technical knowledge- to serve in the various
socio-economic branches of activity. Special classes have
been organized for children with special aptitudes. Children.
of revolutionary martyrs, orphans, and phvsically handi-
capped  children receive special educational care. In the
highlands, boarding schools are organized tor children.
living in remote mountain hamlets.

[nfant education was organized as exrly us 1954 after
the return of peace accompanying the signing of the Geneva.
Agreements. By 1960, there were in the North 336 classes
catering tor 4,300 children. At %resent, there are more
than 33,000 kindergartens where 1.6 million children are
looked after and educated. The best conditions for the
seiting up of infant classes and schools are found in con-
struction sites, [factories, government offices, cities, and.
Jensely populated rural regions.

When the anti-US war of resistance ended victoriously
in 1975, we took charge of education in South Vietnam.
which had to be reorganized before being integrated intc
the national system. As happened in the North after 1934..
we also had to combat illiteracy among the masses. By
the end of a vast campaign dubbed © Cultural Light ", in
December 1978, .4 million people has learnt to read and
write. : : '

In view of the development of education. more teachers”
schools have had to be set up. especially in the Scuth. At
present, there are in the whole countrv 114 such schools
(8 coileges and z4 junior colleges) and a system of schocis
dispensing refresher courses to administrative cadres in
education. The number and qualifications of teachers.
have increased cpntinupusl'y, Among the half-million or
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so teachers at all levels, there are hundreds of doctars and

- -candidate doctors, .of science .and many full professors.

“Throughout the country a single socialist system of educa-
tion prevails. : -

It must be said, however, that in face of the many
requirements of the revolution a number of short comings
still exist. The popularization of primary education has not
been smooth sailing and a fairly large number of children
have not gone through all four classes. Many adults,
specially in the highlapds and the Mekong delta, have
relapsed into illiteracy. School enrolment is not well coor-
dinated with the needs of the country’s or the region’s
-socio-economic development, the number of teachers and
the educational facilities available, Complementary (adult)
education is somewhat declining. The health condition of
the school children calls for improvement. Education is
still insufficiently bound up with social practicz. The new
batches of teachers are not quite up to standard. Insuffi-
-cient appropriations of f{unds for education have resulted
in an insufficient material-technical infrastructure.

- The fundamental objective for our system of education
is to form patriotic people devoted to the socialist ideal,
morally and technically capable of performing a profes-
sion or trade that conforms to the division of lzbour in
the country and the regions, and to the national level of
-socio-economic development over a given period.

Under the present circumstances, the. development of
-education will benefit from cooperation between the State
-and the people. o - o
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HIGHER EDUCATION AND SECONDARY
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION =

L3 N »f“” 3

HOANG XUAN TUY

Vice-Minister of Higher Education
and Secondary Vocational Education

Since the August 1945 Revolution, we have built a
modern system of higher education and secondary voca-
tional education in the verv difficult conditions of a develop-
ing country having to face continuous wars of aggression.

SRRy ST

In 1942, the peak year under French colonial rule, the
number of students in higher-education and secondary
vocational education establishments in the whole of In-. g
dochina was only more than 1,000; 200 of them French.
Almost all university professors were French (about 50). %
The French language was the only one used in higher E
education.

Now, throughout the country, there are g3 universities,
colleges and junior colleges. This network extends from .
the Northern mountain regions to the Central Highlands, - |
from the Red River delta to the Cuu Long (Mekong)
River delta, with 18,720 teachers. Of them, 9.1 per cent
hold degrees of doctor. and candidate doctor of science.
384 have been appointed full professors, and 4,800 are i :-
women. There, are 1s,6o0 students doing in..zo00 college".-
departments. in: which 1,700 subjects are taught ; and 267
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secondary vocational schools with 11,000 teachers and
100,000 students, not counting a system of ‘equivalent
schools under the Ministry of National Defence and the
Interior Ministry.

Parallel with the regular system, there are 8z establish-
ments for in-service education with an enrolment equal to
25 per cent of that of the full-time system. More than
25,000 cadres have graduated from college-level courses
and nearly 40,000 from secondary—vocational courses
provided by those establishments.

Parallel with post-graduate training abroad, in 1976, we
started post-graduate courses at home. So far, 49 establish-
ments are provxdmg post-graduate training in 132 branches
of science for 700 students, and 310 cadres have carned
the degree of candidate-doctor “of science. In all, we have
trained more than 1,000,000 specialists, 5000 doctors and
candidate-doctors of science, 350,000 university-level
cadres (of whom 24 per cent are women and 3.5 per cent
come f{rom ethnic minorities) and 670,000 cadres having
gone through secondary vocational schools. They now
hold jobs in both central organs and grassroots production
establishments. They work hard and have made worthy
contributions to the revolutionary cause. -

During their development, both higher education and
secondary vocational education have faithfully followed
the educational principles of our Party and overcome
countless difficulties. Teachers and students have joined
people outside the schools in production and combat and

" made ‘full use of their potentialities. The results of

researches undertaken in universities have been fruitfully

applied by production establishments and army units.. .
._Smce 1980, our universities have undertaken more than
. 200 prOJccts of scientific’ research in 72 key State-lcvel
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programmes, 292z ministry-level projects andi 680 univer-

sitv-level proiects. Of these projects, 20 per cent are on .
social sciences, 15 per cent on educational sciences and the.

rest on industry, agriculture, the improvement of life and
national defence. Universities have signed more than 300
contracts on scientific and technical subjects with pro-
duction establishments, to a total value of 200 million dong.
Tens of contracts have brought about good economic
results for both sides. Thanks to these activities, our
universities have overcome part of their material dif ficul-
ties, improved the living conditions of teachers and stu-
dents. and contributed to improving the quahty of educa-
tion.

In 1981, our system of higher education and secondary
vocational éducation was awarded a Ho Chi Minh Order

by our Party and State.

. However, looking back over the development of our
higher education and secondary vocational education
system, westill note a number of shortcomings, and the
quality and results of education are still insufficient.

The body of trained scientists and technicians is still
small considering the size of .our. country, and they are
not yet fruitfully employed. Training and employment
are not well coordmated and so there has been a reduc-

tion of efficiency.

Our universities and sec;ondéry vocational schools are
bound up with our two strategic tasks of building social-
ism and defending the country. Our aim is to train, for

" both the present and the future, young people ready and

able to work for national building, overcome poyerty and
backwardncss and contribute to the defence of our social-

1st homeland
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The resolution of the Political Bureau of the Party

* Central Committee on educational reform in 1979 pointed

out, “To train a vast body of managerial. scientific,
‘technical and professional cadres, that is well-balanced
and well-coordinated with regard to skills, standards ,and

categories, and congruent with our plans for economic

and cultural development. These cadres must have good
political and professional qualities which will enable them:
to step by step resolve the scientific, technical and
managerial problems they will encounter in the practicak
conditions of our country.”

In order to fulfil these objectives, in the coming years,
our system of higher education and secondary vocational
education must concentrate on these tasks:

To perfect and concretize the objectives and structure:
of our educational system, reform itscontent and methods.
in order to train a highly diversified body ot cadres
with a-large variety of skills, standards and categories,
for the whole country and for each bravnch and each
locality, and to satisfy the educational needs of the masses.
At the same time, to train a body .of competent and
dependable scientific and technical cadres with good

. political qualities. To re-arrange the system of schools,

classes, and training institutions in response to the de
mands for sccio-economic development. To pay equal
attention to both the full-time and the in-service systems.
of education and give them a supple and flexible structure.
Our universities will train two kinds of cadres: one
with ability for practical work, and the other with capac-
ity for fundamental research. :

Our universities and secondary vocational schools have-

to fulfil two functions: training ~cadres and ‘conducting:

scientific-technical researches; and working to produce:

Yl
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material and spiritual wealth: for society. WL A'hcxr" =3
achievements in scientific rcsearch our universities wilk .=

contribute worthily to fulfiling the economle-soelal e,

objectives of our country, thereby overcoming one o %

their own difficulties and raising the quality and effec~
tiveness of education. The potentialities of universities
and secondary vocational schools being enormous,-it is
necessary for the various branches, localities and produc-
tion establishments to provide them with more capital,
materials and equipment for them to make full use of
these potentialities. Because the most important and
decisive factor is the quality of the teachers and manage-
ment personnel we must raise their standards. The body
of teachers at present still lacks balance, and their pro-
fessional standards are not uniform. The management
personnel are mnot sufficiently well- trained and well-
prepared for their jobs. So- an important task is to con-
duct control and selection according to set standards. take
measures to upgrade them, and adopt appropriate pohc1es
towards them, especialiy the highiy-skilled ones.

Investments for educaiion are of great importance, so
the State should work outa policy of rational investments,
regarding them as investments for productlon Better
training of higher education and secondary vocational
education teachers would contribute to raising .sccial
productivity, heightening the quality of production and
economic etflclency Besides State investments, we
must get investments from various branches, localities,
and production estabhshments - from revenues accruing
from the work of “teachers and students; and from in-
ternational co-operation and assistance.

1i b3
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We must strongly improve the organization and manage-
-ment af hi_gher aduveation and eé(‘_cindgr}r vnr:gﬁgna]’ educa-
tion according to the resolutions of the Party Cent.ral
Comnmittee especially that of its 8th Plenum: re-examine
policies affected by bureaucratic. centralism, ega]ita‘rizimsm,
and subsidy-based management and abolish them if need
be; build a mechanism of management governed by
.democratic centralism and carry out a system of manage-
ment aimed at achieving efficiency in training, scientific
research, and production.
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4. REGIONAL EFFORTS

DA NANG REVISITED

NGUYEN KHAC VIEN

° ~

Thus, here I was back in Da Nang, for the third time

The first time had been exactly fifty years ago, in 1934,
I have no precise remembrance of the town, except for the
name it bore then: Tourane. The word sounded strange
to Vietnamese ears—vaguely French. Fer. it had beem
ceded by Vietnamese kingsto France in 1888 and was thus
legally French territory. On the maps of the time, that

French name on Vietnamese land was for us 2 wound in
the flesh.

The second time had been in 1975, after the liberation
of the South. In fact, what struck meon that occasion was
less the town, which had remained intact, than the sur-
rounding countryside.

I could not believe my eyes. In Europe during _tfle
Second World War as in the North of our country, I had

seen cities destroyed, houses and -monuments knocked

down. But here not only the houses’ weré in'’” ruins but
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aature itself, trees, ficlds, 'grésé,
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had been burnt down,

uprooted. crippled. All verdure had disappcared. 'The earth
was dotted with scars, Sraters, ulcers. and bore only dry,

stunted vegetation.

~,

A couplet came to my mind:

Mis fort une struck at mounts and rivers.
Even irecs and grass suf fered. (1) ‘

The author of these lines, who lived inthe 1Sth century,
could 1ot imagine that two fundred years later, his verses*
«hich bore a purely ¢ymbelic meaning, were to reflect
concrete reality. Standing on Marble Mount, a beauty spot
of Da Nang, I could asscss the misfortune. In the place of
the screens of filao pines that used to protect villages and
(ields from the invasion of sand blown inland by the
winds from the Pacific, one Now saw only an immense
expanse of white sand littered with charred debris. I could
smagine the unchecked sands now progressing info the
hinterland to conquey (ields and villages. Barren hillslopes
villages levelled to the ground, not a Sillgle orchard intagt
~icefields abandoned, a littoral completely deprived of its
protective green belt—such were the things the war had
brought to this meartyr provinec. : :

1 perfectly»undersw:_sd what had happened. - A

Quang Nam province, of which Da Nang is the capilal
like all other.provinces south of the 17th parallel down 1o
Nha Trang, had been bitterly contested for twenly years by
he two sides in the war. Unableto recapture the villages;
the American Command had for years poured napalmand

1. In Vicinamese : ° ERETE
Phong tren den ¢4 SOB the .
Tang thueng.den (4 €23 hie co nay
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Jefoliants on:the countrysiie:. . Thousands. of :heavy,. gunsg
bombarded day and night not only the houses ‘mtcc;;
single bush. For years, . American and Saigon troops had
mopped, swept, and scarched the prb_(zinée. Every village
b;zd been burnt o the ground; razed, 'levelléd'"r'ei)'eétédly:
for the people and their armed forces had clung to theif
Q}ng_pla'ccs, evacuating them when foreed to, but coming
back as soon as eﬂ¢ihy’pressﬁre"slacll'{en'ed. e

[he figures given'me by the provincial authoritics made

my head swim: 70,000 hectares of cropland abandoned,
out of 127,000; 200,000 dead and 137,000 wounded ; if the
trees knoeked down or set afire were counied, their num-
bers would run into the millions.. Even a journalist then
}iving in the American-controlled zone could not  help
lamenting: ‘ )

“ A ruined province, 2 desert. Temples -and - pagodas
wrecked, not a single old tree to evoke nosialgia in ihe
mind of 2 naiive who had gone away, not a single prace-
fui stretch of river for the fisherfolk.” (Pham Phu l'fiuu;;

%

The war had spared the city of Da Mang, af jeast on
the material plane In the social field, it was another e
In March 1963, the first Amevican troons had landed in
large numbers ‘and so0% turned Da Nz«z;

yoointo a cologes)

>

A the main

H ;1.' n-‘ s o gt :
military base. Warships berthed in the post

aiefield ronld it ; 13 el :

airfield could accommodate giant i3.52 bombers. Da Nang
became a major American base in the Pacific, from vihich
columns of troops were senl (o sweep the hinterland and

planes took off to bomb the North or the libeisied arcas

e e O . - C e " : N
of the Centre. Barracks, airficlds, aims and {uel depois




kifometres. - : :
A document of that time thus described life in the city .

*“The popfxlation had risen to 470,955 (50,000 in 1956) not
counting the 300,000 displaced persons living in camps on
the outskirts. The villages having been destroyed, and fields
. and orchards abandened, it was the presence of American
toops which provided a living to the whole population...
But this prosperity, alas, was only an artificial one. The
hour of truth, truly atrocious, struck with the departure
of the American troops.” (1)

In 1975, in the last months of the war, many more
refugees had come not only from Quang Nam but also
from Thua Thien and Quang Tri further north, which
brought the total number of the population in and around
Da Nang to about a million.

What to do about this population which had until then
managed to eke out their livelihood only thanks to the
American military presence’ The puppst troops alone
numbered more than a hundred thousand, not counting
their families. Besides, the war was not finished even after
the complete liberation of the country: each day, several
people were killed or wounded when fields and orchards
had to be freed of the mines and put back under cultiva-
tion. Famine threatened : the local paddy production was
only 110 kilograms per head of population that year. Urgent
relief was sent from the North, but it was evident that
one could not live on relief for ever. ’

military harbour, giant radars strung out along dozens of

#*
*

. 1. Quetéd from a report on a development project for Da Nadg

drafted in 1973 by the - administration of thar time following the 4

withdrawal of American forces.

I

iz .

When for the third time I came to Da Nang, ecarly this
year, it was not without apprehension. Eight ycai‘s had
passed since liberation: what had become of them, the
exsanguinated province of Quang Nam and the ch:iotic'
city of Da Nang?

As our car descended the Cloud Pass and penctrated into
Quang Nam, a weight was lifted of f my -chest and a kind

- of delight came into my heart. That land, that had been

So badly maimed, that had been murdered, was now well
alive: the fields were lush and green, abundant folia e
covered the orchards, bamboo hedges girded the villa is
w?lilc the plumes of young coconut palms swayed in tghc
wmd.. Along the sandy beaches, young filao pines were
growing vigorously and a green belt was taking shape
against invasion by sand. The roads were lined by rows
ot. cucalyptus. The scene was to be the same along the
E_nghway that led me down the central part of the country |
from Da Nang to Qui Nhon. ' o

<N-evcr had I felt so acutely that green is truly the colour
of hope: the green of ricefields, of bamboo, of orchards
where grow in abundance guava, avocado, jackfruit and
carambola trees—trees which are so dear to Vietnamese
hearts, In that sea of verdure, how beautiful were the red
and pink spots formed by the roofs of newly-built houses !
Exactly the same landscape we had known in the northcrr;
countryside following the first war of resistance and the

- land reform.

From my own experience I knew how much effort
how much labour one had to put in, how many casualtics’
the population had had to suffer tor this renaissance to
ta_kf: place. The sound of water flowing in a dense network
of irrigation channels, sluices and pumping ‘stations here
and there, new varieties of rice which had replaced the
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old ones, some rare tractors, and a few words | overheard
in conversations among peasarnts— khoan (contract system)
cidity, two-wav exchanges. NN.8 rice strain..;

degree of woila
changed.

all that contirmed to me that lite here had indeed
The people ot Quang Nam had  not been satistied with
rebuilding their destroved villages and  reviving thelr
ands, they had builtnew things. [t was because
own life and that ot
necessary courage

murderca |
they saw new prospects for their
their children that they had Jound the
nd energy 0 cause their villages and: {ields to come back
o life. »

he city of Da Nang offered to my eyes a
d but no less reassuring view. What
ted trom the former r_egi'r'ne

Tor its part, !
less brightly coloure
contrast with the chaos inheri
and the war!

A large number Of refugees ‘have gone back o their
villages or lett to build new ones in the sparsely inhabited
hinterland. There now remiin about_350,000 for whom

the populur administration s found various 'j’ob‘s. THe
two main mar

kets, Cho Han and Cho Con. are crowded
with sellers and buyers, many coming from the surround*
ing countryside qnd even trom neighbduring provinces.
It can be seen that handicraits and small industry have
muade creat strikes sinee iberadon. locally-made products
: Chi Minn

competing hard with imported goods. Unlike o
ts here are not
orking hours, ard the streets are full

City,'coffee-'houses'and popular restauran
crowded during \

only after the end of-office and factory hours. Pa:Nang
is a working city- The industrial quarter of Hoa Khanh,
planned in 1975 by the

former administration’to Py 1o give

some vitality to the city after the departure of the Ameri-
can. troops. is now under construction. A mechanical
§ng1x1cering plant equipped with machines mastly coming
z_r'oml ‘he socialist ccuntries undertakes Z'CD:IiI‘S‘ tor the
whole province and turns out spare parté .nd farming
tools. Tt has designed an apparatus tor spinning sillk which
will soon be mass-preduced and used in the wgole CO‘Llelt;V;
People who took retuge in Saigon during ithe war uau
buiit in the Bay Hien quarter of that cit\; a. textile com-
pl’c._\;; thevy have ncw come back with  their looms
and -pindles settied in Hoa Khanh 'vhere they have
;ﬁOI‘II'IC!,l 1 State-nrivale enterprise and ziven 2 stroﬁg tillip
jocal industry ‘
Dgring the war Da Nang was 2 purely military city
".\jhicn depended 3n neighbouring Hue for ‘m'ghcr cduéatior;a
New new colleges huve been built: the Paiviechnic, the Me-
dicalCollege, the Teachers’ Coliege. Other educational pro-
jects are under way. Thereis abeautiful park witha lake
buiit by the population onrthe site of a former retuse dumuj
Man does not live bv rice alone: the city’ officials are
well iware of it. s soon as the city svas - liberated, thoy
set about launching a vast cultural movement and 'm.mam;f
quarters clubs have been - installed in. {crmer pagodas or
garages where talks are held and .where young, ind also
old. people assemble to sing and stzige E)i;‘i\‘JS. There, trﬁdés
and crafts are taught: basketwork, crr".broi.der\',‘ smali
n‘wchanicnl sr electrical repairs. In Hai C_hﬁuv, near Cho
-(JO!‘“. market, [ once came to a monthiv ik of the locu
zlub. Retired public employees, housewives... the atmbs.—
phere was a relaxed one, and the speaker talked about
;arious sulbjccts. Fairly late in the xiight,l walked. back
ome with a friend. “Only a. few ‘earsago.” | id to me
«[ wvsuld not have taken t{xc risk,gfég(‘)i;; "bﬁ?ejtai‘i t'ozr?
.of going out_ at mgnt it
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this part of the city. I would have lost my wallet, it not
my tife. The place was full of thugs.”

The tact was that like all other southern cities in the
days of American occupation. Da Nang’'s population was
for a large part composed of lumpen elements, unemployed
drug addicts, prostitutes.. On this point cven the worst
opponents of the new regime would recognize that socia{
life has become a great deal more wholesome in spite ot
the still precarious economic <ituation.

Tn a shop [ had a bit of small wlk with the owner. A
burly man, he toid me that he had been an otficer in
Thieu's armv and, one thing leading up to ancther, he
overcame his reticence and talked to me about his life. In
1062, he was twenty and bad failed to pass his oacca-
lauréat. So he went to the officers school in Da Lat from
which he graduated in 1965. It was the year in which
American troops were massively sent to South Vietnam.

«[ had no political opinion,” he said. *“I was simply
fascinated by American power. [ thought I was on the
right side. I fought, but without asking myselt for whose
sake and why. I was lucky : I received no serious wound
and advanced in rank rapidly. I was about to be promoted
colonel when our troops disbanded in 1975. I was then in
Quang Tri. When I made my way to Da Nang it was too
late : I could not, withmy family, board one st those ships
which were leaving the port to escape. For several days, 1
was utterly confused. What to do with a wife and two
children? Some collfeagues tried to recruit me into a clan-
destine organization. F told myself : thev were crazy ; with
r36
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540,000 American and 4 million Saigon troops it had been
impossible to get the better of the revolutionary forces; so
what's the good of carrying on’ For several days then, I
found myself in a mental muddle. Finally, I decided to-
havea try. Perhaps. [ told mvself, the Communists were
telling the truth when they said thev would be lenient. I
presented myselt betfore the new authorities with my C.V.
They sent me to a re-education camp. ”

“ What did you do in the camp ™

* Manual labour, raising cropsand animals to improve
our diet, some carpentry and brick-laving to put our dwell-
ings in good repair. I was strong enough to-do all this.
without tatigue There were studyv sessisons in which they
tried to inculcate in us various things; sometimes we had
discussions with ihe instructor. Within myselt. I accepted.
some ideas and rejected others, but [ took care not to be
too outspoken. [ knew thev were watching me. "

“ Why should they?”

“ Because they wanted to know if I had really changed
my opinions and if, once released,]I would not continue
my counter-revolutionary activities. I knew quite well
that tor them, I was a traitor to the homeland and a war
criminal. My onlv preoccupation was to get out of the camp
in order to live with my familyv.”

“ How long did vou stay in the camp?’

“Six years.”

“ A bit long, wasn't it?"

“It’s always too long when one is deprived of one's
freedom. But when I think of it, I believe that [ got off
cheap. Just think: I actively fought the revolutionary
forces for ten years I don’t know how many people were
killed, how many houses were burnt down by the units
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“under my command. [ have to put my self in those peopic $ 3 =
shoes. They need time to have more Trust m me. ; . -5
} « What do vou think about the future: ) : : : G ‘%
; S “lrun o §mall business. It allows me mostly to give 5 THE OLD AND THE EY
~ _ ,good education to my children. I belicve thut thev will : [N HOI AN R
| - become honest people with a good occupation and an : - ) :
| honourable place in society. [ have no personai ambitions. ' : HU v -NGOC 3
, If you take a walk in Da Nung, :don’t be surprised it i :
you should discover a former officer of the 3aigon armyv T
i 3n a shopkeeper, a craftsman, : mechunic, ete. In this Polish architeet K. Kwiatkow <ki, who tooik part in
3 . eNOormous rpilitary. l?asc, there were about 100,000 otticers conservation work in Hoi An, said: It is lucky that his-
5 and men of the Saigon army. While some orticers may : torv has lett us this old citv quarter, an architectural rchc -
T still 'nurturc dxl‘eams- of revenge, cou'ming on 1 joint inter- of great artistic richness. We have the I‘CSpOnSlblllty of &
vention bv China and the USA, which they still believe | pre erving ind developing the historical and cultural va-
to be all—powerf'ui, thc. great mu jorily ot them have come : lues contained in every Dit of wall, every motif of rO‘_)t
. back tr a working life thinking of the futures ot their decoration and in the smallest architectural dct.,lls_.._. I
children, ‘ike that -shop-owner [ talked to. ' ‘ order to transmit them to tuture generations.”
Quang Nam is now a province where people work. Da Hoi An. a small town of 65,000 souls, is: Ipcatcd on. thc
Nang, a city where people work. After twonly-one years 1.t bank of the Thu Bon river, five kilometres-from th@
i of American presence, the province and i vily have sea and 3o kilometres <outh of the port city.of Da Nang; -
rctumed to their age-old tradxtxom and their inhubitants Jlmost® halfway between Hanol and Ho €hi Minh City:
- have cradualh recovered . that quality “or which thev While wvaiting “or the sy mposium -on Old -Hoi An to be-
%,I" Wef renown;d to be hd\;,l -working, tenacious people thut ,. gin, we tried 10 qct rcauainted with the things and peopn,
- nothing can discourage ith a larg ; . T : , L
;o , g g large hinterland, excellent : of new Hoi An. :
3 port and air communications mstall.ltmm, and such we‘l' - in Paris:*To
I X French friend of mine once said tc mein Faris 3

tempered population, Da Nang is certain fo become  the

; le in a strange city; if
great ecanomic and cultural citv of centrai Vielnam in he %t an idea of the meod of the people g

;. years abicad. : is cnough i oomc'\ e people’s reactions vhen vouask thenr

V T | ‘ ' : ‘ vour way. * [ think that she would be happy to wander |
R o | » " with me in the streets ‘nd lines of Hoi An. All the pf'o-
| ‘ !‘984 o ple I approached, young, old, men, women, showed me =
- [P the way witha smile. A child of seven or eight ever:
| B walked with me part of the way. When I entered ahouse

T | B and asked for permissionto see the’ initerior, [-'was-warmly
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recerved and oflered a cup ot tea. My stay was too short
for me to give an opinion on the character of the towns-
tolk, but I had the impression that they had retained their
traditional kindness:

Tinyiand. dense population,

Vet Hot in ueither luchs i -5 ;
Yet Hor in neither lacks Auman varmih,
Nor verdue and flozwers,

(Foik song)

Hoi An is tike an oid watercolour with delicate tones
Stretching on the hank of a clear river, the town shows a
harmonious arrungement of small streets around a so-
called Japanese bridge, 4 profusion ot old-styie houses, huts
on stilts, pagodas, temples. seats of associations of Chinese
communities, logether withy surrounding canals, paddy
fields and groves of bamboos, banyvans, rilao pines and co-
conut palms. On the river. the confused movement of
boats and junks decorated with magic signs, eves of ma-
rine monsters and the like, and heims in the form of
butfalo horns, evokes the naval battles of ancient times.
Many a European visitor must have left with regret a
house discovered bv chance during a walk, unwilling to
cast off the spell of *ua 17th-century atmosphere ”. Atsun-
set, Nguyven That Hoc street with its dented lines of old
houses, uneven roadway, narrow pavemenlts, and pedes-
trians looks as though it had come straight out of the
archives of history The Hoi An authorities intend to ban
motorists from this oid quarter, as is done in Louvainla-
Neuve, for instance. It is a miracle that after thirty years
of war and a century of colonial urbanization, Hoi An still
keeps its architectural integrity.

- Under American occupation, between 1954 and 1975, the
town itself with its three districts did not suffer much,
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but the suburban countryside with s seven surai coms
munes was terribly ravaged. Mr. Hong, who had lost his
left arm in the war of resistance, showed me around Kim
Bong commune, of which he wus the chief administrator.
«Ten years ago,” he said, “all these houses. jackfruit
trees, banana trees, palms, papayvas, ricetields did not exist-
This was a * white * zone covered with weeds and bram-
bles, and completely deserted. Here the encmy launched
numberless mopping-up cperations. Since liberation in
1975, peopie have graduaily come bacik. Althougn the re-
moval of unexploded mines cost tens of lives, life has
eventually triumphed over death.” Thanks to the appli-
cation of mew farming techniques, the construction of
three pumping-stations for irrigating Sco ha of paddy-tields,
and the building of 6 km of dykes, the sutput >f food
grain increased [rom 3,233 tonnes in 1077 (o 4,707 tonnes
in 19%1. Kim Bong, whose joiners ind cabinet-makers
were emploved in the old days in the building of Rovai
Palaces in Hue, is trying to revive this crart. Wooden
statues and curios are made in a State-run workshop on
the other bank of the Thu Bon. Four months ago the
commune started a cooperative building wooden boats with
an initial capital of 35,000 dong, the 23 pioneer members
have now achieved a turnover of 780,000 dong,cachearn-
ing between 2,100 and 2.3co dongon 1verage per month.

Other handicrafts have also been revived or started. In
the Minh An quarter, the tourist will note the clicking ot
shuttles and the humming of little circular saws cutting
rushes for making blinds. In a pageda. voung girls are
making wvool carpets in the shadow s Buddha. In 1984,
revenue brought in by handicrafts ana small industry in-
creased six times compared with 175, These activities
together with fishing and the harvesting of sea-swallow
nests, cinnamon bark, sandalwood, pepper, etc., teed
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exports: whose value is still sStanding at 4 modest annuai
average -of' 3o roubles; dollars per- capita. . . :

Four centuries ago, Hoi An was an international com-
mercial port calted Faifo. Tt was a unique centre of accul-
turation in Vietnam where Vietnamese, Cham, Japanese.
Chinese, Portugese and other clemenis from Southeast
Asia and from the West mingled. Henc= the interest pre-
sented by the Symposium on Hoi An (Faifo) held on
22-214 July 1955, some months after the Ministry orf Cul-
ture decided to include the town in the list of national
menuments to be conserved. About yo researchers rom
Tarious universilies and research centres of Vietnam ore-
sented some jo papers. Some titles suffice o illustrate the
variety of topics dealt with ; Archaeologicai Finds i
Trung Phuong (Quang Van Cay, History Museum:: Hor
An's Place Among the Old Cities of Vietnam (Nguven
Duv Hinh, Institute of Archaeologvy; The Cham Port %
oi .in {Tran Quoc Vuong, Hanoi University); The Cuty
Port of Hoi An in Time and Space (Do Bang,Hue Uni-
versitv), Could Hoi An Have Beent ic Cradle 0f Ro-
manized Vietnamese Writing at the Beginning of the
77th Century (Le- Van Hao, Cultural Service of Hue ;)

Origins of a Number of Geographical Terms and the

Role of Hoi An(Nguyen Ngoc Chung, Hospital of Tradi-
tional Medicine in Hoi An): The Artistic Vajue of Hor

An (Vu Trung Luong, [nsitute of Fine Arts); Old Houses

in Hanoi and in Hoi An (Dao Hung, Vietnamese Studies) -
Hot An.a Treasure of Ancient [rban Architecture K.
Kwiatkowski, Polish architect).
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culation and distribution gradually improved.

" EXPERIENCE IN ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT = %
IN HAI PHONG PORT X

i

Over the past few vyears, Hai Phong has recorded - 7§ |

-

portant progress. In agriculture following the appl.icatiq:'_}: - g,
of the product-based contract system, good harvests have = 1
been Drought in for three consecutive vears. In 1983, rice j
vields surpassed six metric tons per hectare; food grain -

deliveries o the State vere 3 times those of 182 the -
city’s food requirements were 70% met by local production.
The regional industry was undergoing recovery and be-
gan an upward swing, overfulfilling its targets by 33.3%
in 1983 and surpassing 1932 figures by 35%. Import and
export trade developed vigorously and effectively served
production, construction and the people’s life. Goods ctr-

T S

Only a few years ago, in 1979—80, like many other re-
gions in the country, Hai Phong was beset with difficul-
ties. Relving heavily as it did on subsidies from the central )
administration and con{ining itself to the role of diskix -
butor of centrally-supplied [ood anc equipment, the city’s -
economy was immediatelv atfected as scon as the central
sources dried up. Being a mosty industrial city, its agricul-
ture accounting for only one-:fourth of the total vaiue of
agro-indusirial production, the city could not meet its po-
pulation’s food requirements. Starting in 197g, the city'had- '7
to cope with machinations of Beijing-instigated elements
among its 30,000 ethnic Chinese: many technicians and -

i,
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skitled workers among them were induced o leave the
country and go to China. Repeated natural calamities struck
the region. In consequence of the above facts, the city’s
economy seriously sutfered. The power supply was cut
bv 27%: that of materials and equipment by half;
hence the value of output by industry, small industry and
nandicrafts declined by nearly 30°0 In 1080, the output of
food grain was oniy about 190,00 metric tons; in 1979 rice
vield was only a little more than tour metric tons per
hectare. from more than [ive tonnes per hectarc in 1970.
The suppy ot various locallv-produced commodiities,
inciuding farm products and industrial goods, decrcased
by z0—j0%. The lite of workers and public emplovees

ran into great difficulties.

Creating the Initial Capital

The above situatien put the city leaders hefore an alter-
native: either continuing to rely on subsidies irom the
central administration, or seeking to exploit local possibili-
ties, overcome weaknesses and shortcomings. and progress.
They opted tor the second solution.

The first problem they cncountered was lo sccure an
initial capital. So tar there had been no accumulation due
to deficient production. which had failed even to meet the
qormal needs. The City Party Committee realized that the
weakest link was the circulation and distribution of goods.

So it began by reorganizing and upgrading two
Yranches of activity : home trade and foreign trade.
35 far the citv’s  “orcign trade Jepartment  had
confined its roie to managing red tape and pulting out
materials to producers. It now became a trust of import-
export trading companies which was entrusted with the

task of building a foreign-exchange fund through export ,
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bo[h' on the spot (to tourists, seamen, elc) and to appropri-
ate foreign muarkets. Zacn wear (his (rust "vas ic =arn {rom
1,5 to 3 million dollars, and the value of goods handled was
estimated at nearly halt 1 billion dony. |

The home-trade «epartment quickly checked and teok
over the goods sent b :
its sales network down ‘o rurai commune e cifvoward,

I
y “he higher cehelcn and expanded

Ihu§ achieving a quick turnov r and acermtiating “unds.

A trading company was also organized bv the city and
cntrusted il the speciad tasik o Dusiness  Zoperaticn
with the southern provinees. Within o8 menths it brought
in 18,000 tonnes of comumcdities and achievea & turnover
o - 2 . . . ; . T . N --! i . -

f 200 million Jong, cventually contribnting 20 million
dong to the citv's initial capiiad,
> Along with commercial sotivities, the city wiministration
mobilized contributions {rom the people. The ity banking
and financial -epartments appiied a series 20 sead, prices

i SRt g
monetarv. and savings policies almed it musiering idle
money among [he peopie. Various popular mavemenis (or
cn.couragement to savings, initiated by mass srganizations
with such watchwords 1s * F_r the future 5t »ur children ™
44 T 1 - ; N

For old age " etc., brought the city 106 million Jong in
1931, 224 million in 131 anu are expected ~euch the fi-
zure of 300 :million it iG>y

Special emnbasis was ont on o quick rotiize b tands
according to the formuin: Vietnamese capitai — Export
goods — Foreign exchange -Consumer goods—'\'tetnl‘mcsc
capital. The citv’s initial fund underwent 1 urnever rate
of 6—7 times annually.

Then making another step forward. “ho fte bailt s
special whart and a special fleet of cargn nais serving
its business activities. One of those boats, the Lz00-tonnes
Song Cam paid for itself within fourteen moiths.

10—-0TE : ’ . -
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The initial tund, created through mmort-export rade,
had a beneficial influence on production and led to more

and more expurt goods being turned out. From the mere

collection of such items as animal bones, fowl feathers,
etc., the city made better and better use of manufacturing
units, both State and collective, supplied them with mate-
rials and equipment, made them produce either export
goods or consumer goods for home consumption which
could be exchanged for exportable farm and sea nroducts,

Special areas were set aside for the planting o1 export-
able crops in An Hai, Kien An and Do Son districts. In
1933, these districts exported 2,730 metric tons of cabbage
to the Soviet Union.

To sum up, in the initial period Hai Phong tried to boost
exports to create an initial capital.

Making Investments fer a Rational
Economic Structure

The problem was: where to invest in order o attain
the highest economic efticiency?

The city leaders thought: no industrializution is possi-
ble without enough food to cat, no development of the
regicnal economy is possible if hundreds ol ihousands of
tonnes ot food are still to be supplicd trom the centr:t
authorities cach year. _

And so in spite of the relatively small proportion cof
agriculturc in total agro-indusirial production, about one-
fourth, agriculture is considered 10 be the forefront oi the
battle, at least until the average vield of food Zrain attuins
cight metric tons per hectare per year. This guideline ‘s
in accordance with the spirit of the resolution adopted at
the Fifth Party Congress of the Communist Party of Viet-

"nam which holds that efforts should be concentrated on
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agricultural development in the 1981—35 Five Year Plan
and in the 1980’s. Facts show that far from making llght

of industry, the objective pursued by this. poiicy is the :

future development of industry itself.

Because the funds available are limited, the city decides
that investments should be concentrated on key areas, first
st all fer a boost to intensive cultivation arid the improve-
ment of soils affected by salinitv and acidity.

Onc  shortcoming of ihe citv's water conservation net-
work was the lack of fresh-water supply works. The city
than rco million Jdozg in the building
which bring fresh water'té

e districts: Kien

has invested more
of rive major sluice-gates,
more than 40,000 hectares of land in {iv
An. Do Son,
Nearly 30 more pumping-stations have been built, raising
their total number to more than :co. Fifty kilometres oi
high-veltage power-transmission lines and nearly 1co
kilometres of low-voltage lines have been laid, 35 trans-
former stations builty together with 50 bridges and 25 cul-
verts. Canais have been diredged and thousands of kilome-
fres ot ditches dug.

Thanks to additicnal invesiments in seed selection and
multipiication, the cooperatives have reccived new strains
ol Zice: they Dave ashert period of  srowih, give high
yieids und are suited to the lccul acid and saline soxls.

in ,9v3, the city spent some Ioreign exchange impoyting
3,000 lennes of urea, hundreds of Riicgraums of vegetable

<.

ceds, mere than 1.oco insecticide-spr
pesticices. These have been -oid on cre’t o cooperatives
and individual farmers.

Hai Phong is situated on the ceoast. The area of arable

id t

Ticn Lang, Vinh Bao, :n¢ Thuy Nguyen.

avers and some special,
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metres. Hence the ncecessity of gaining ground on the sea- _
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To this task of great importance the city has devoted much
-investment. Nearly 600 Kifometres of sea dykes have
been consolidated, more than ten additional kilometres
built. Within the space of three years, three coastal land-
building sites have been opened (along Highway 14, in
Vinh Quang. in Dinh Vu) totalling nearly teni thousand
hectares, more than the area of an average district in the
North. ‘

In cousequence of those efforts, the cutput of rice has
become more stable and shows an upward trend. )

Rural construction is to go hand in hand with -agricul-
tural development. Tke city has made investments for the
making of cement and bricks and given assistunce to the
peasants in building brick-and-tile houses, a long-cherished
dream of theirs. In the space of three years, as manv
houses built of those materials have been erected as in the
period from 1960 to i980. In many communes in Thuv
Nguyen district, all houses are now made of brick and
tile. A number of other districts have also set this target
for themselves, to be achieved by 1933.

While reorganizing industry, small industry and handi-
crafts, the city administration directs the efferts in those
fields toward serving agriculture, regarding the 700,000
" peasants in the rural suburbs as a market for industrial
goods. The city joins efforts with a number of centrally-
run enterprises located in the city in producing industrial
goods, building materials in particular, to be exchanged
for the farmers’ products.

“Following that orientation, in 1983 alone, the city im-
poried 8,000 tonnes of bituminous coal for the local ce-
“ment works, zoo tonnes of tinplate for the local enamelware
factory, go special machines for the local shoe-making
factory for export whose output would increase by 78 in
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1904 dnd account Lor onessixth or ol output value of the

regional industry. . A o

The imported materials have kept many enterprises in
stable operation and provided jobs for tens of thousands
of people.

‘;\ppropriate attention has been paid ic the s[rengihening
of the infrastructure. Resolutions have been adopted by
the City Party Committee on coastruction. transport and
communicqti?ns, urban planning, improvement of the city
power grid. L ihe lust four years, xev arteries have been
built 2 onlarged and two major bridges have been com-
!U abicad ot schedude: these of Car Ruc and Cau Niem

o oiler muajor andertakings, with cial ‘nvestments of.
20 zmi?ijjn -’{ongr, we nnder way: An Ducny Bridge and
<ol ftam.

o, culinral, sport and shesienl  ltire work have

Galiznand a photo-

230 Deen <ienped up. A television roia

Tralssmssion svstem bave been imocod with money from
ihe joreign-exchange jund. )

State Control Over the Buik oi Goods and Money

While giving a strong boost to production, the State must

also hold control over the bulk of gcods and money

The city fund of consumer goods is fed partly by the

central administration, partly by ‘he city  foreign-trade
department and partly by on-the-spot buying or exchange
operations. ' -

This fund is disposed of in three ways: one part is re-

served for workers, public employees and members of the
armed forces, who buy them at low *supplv prices”; one
part is sold to them at fixed but higher prices, to cover
the costs; the third part is retailed on the market to the
population at large, at prices slightly lower than those on the
free market, in orderto keep private traders in check.
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Besides drawing on the existing sources of industriaj
and handicraft goods, the city imports necessities not avail-
able in the country, and uses part of the goods available
to it in exchanges with local farmers or other provinces.
To this end. the various districts are authorized to estab-
lish their own trading companies and expand exchanges
with other regions. These companies have succeeded in
supplying the city with large quantities of goods which
have helped in stabilizing the living conditions of work-
ers and public employees. This has proved to be a good
way to replenish the fund of consumer goods, and other
regions in the country may turn this experience to account.

Control “over the food supply gets top priority. The -

essential measure is to promote the people’s right to collect-
ive mastery. The city calls en the farmers to sell to the

State the surplus food they have left after the compulscry

deliverics. The financial, banking and trading depart-
ments receive instructions to establish close ties with the
districts and meet the local people’s needs in buying and

- —

selling operations. -
The above measures have led tc State control over the

bulk of goods especially food;and money. While in form-
er years, the city procured only 20,000 metric tons of
food grain annually, this figure increased to 32,000 tons
in 1981, 65.00¢ tons in 1982 and more than 100,000 tons in
1983, and the amount of food supplied by the central ad-
ministration has been reduced by 70,000 tons annually.

~ Once its control {irmly established on the bulk of goods,
the city ordered its trading, food supply and financiai
departments to reorganize the system of circulation and
distribution with a view to taking the goods directly to
the consumers. . The necé:s_{s{ity,is driven home to cadres
and the population at large of restoring order in goods
irculation and distribution, strengthening market’ control,

*
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punishing speculators and saboteurs, and stamping out
negative activities among cadres of the trading services

The retail network of the State trade has been expand-
ed to the grassroots. Counters have been set up in dis-
tricts. Rationed necessities are supplied to workers and
public employees at fixed prices and on schedule. This
helps not only in stabilizing their living conditions but
also in strengthening market management,

Goods circulation and distribution, however, remains a
critical front in the present circumstances. The organizec}
market is still not strong enough. The unorganized market
still creates great price disturbances. Owing to deficient
control, most of the goods circulating in the “‘free market

“come in fact from the State sector.

At present there remain in Hai Phong no fewer than
19,000 small traders nearly 10,000 of them in the rural
areas. The City Party Committee has adopted a resolution
on the reform of the market and the reorganization of
small traders. Their aim is to shift 9o’ of them over to
productive or service activities in r984;-85, or they may
become agents of the State trade. To this end, materials
have been imported to give jobs for them, the State trade
has been strengthened and market management improved,

The progress recorded by Hai Phong and the experi-
ments it has undertaken are being studied by other re-
gions. Of course the city has beenr hampered by limitations
common to-the whole country, \;vhich is st:;rting from
smali-scale production. A number of Stute policies and
guidclines have not been amended in time 1o accord with
the new situation. But like Hai Pheong, other regions in
II}e country are experimenting with various measures
_}ined at worki,ng out appropriate managerial mechanisms
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DISTRIBUTION AND CIRGULATION
HF GOODs 1IN LONG AN

srovinee in e Mekong Delta whose

' . i &l
lies <0 km trom Ho Gad Minh Citv. The
nillion, of svhem 23000 are workers and

Leone An is d
capital, Tan Ao,
Sopulation i T At
oiblic cmplovees i the emplovees ot the '\"\‘,!“;Ii'ill ;mmu:ls-
(raticn lving o the provincy Lild for oavhiem suppies
nave o bhe cnsired by the pm\'incml administraticn dre
it bids tlgare wWill He hont 30,000n The main  in-
\V;H.,zsb:mi prm;\\mtsﬂ Lre textiles (iive illion metres ot oabric
aer vear! ands sugar. Long An is u maiiiy agric:ui:urc
provincee. i)roducing mostly tcou‘gr;un. sorkK, T{CSll\\';lICI‘
sl vegetables and fruit, peultry, cggs.. Betore sleps
were tdtkcn 1o improve the  situation, the provmcmz
cconomy was besel with difficulties : food grain produc-
tion in 1930 wus onlv 430,0c0 tonnes. [ndustrial crops were
erratic. Animai nusbandry was seriously «‘1cclining. _The
socinlist sector of the provincml cconomy accounted fer 7—
%7 in agriculture, 36°% in industrv, 22°% in retail trade...
Market /managemem was slack and the larger part of
farm products were controlled by private lmd'ers in tl‘)e prov-
inee and neighbouring provinces. The administrative style
of conducting business in the State sector made nuisances
for public employees and the people at large and led to
such evils as bribery, collusion, theft, abuses, etc. Many
difficulties plagued the life of workers, public employees,

and members of the armed forces. Hundreds of employees

TN

e

in the acaith and caucational seryices and  ithe oullding
and textile industries handed in their resignation.

On 2~ Tuue 1980 the standing bureau of the Lung An
Party Committee adopted a resolution on State purchases
of food wrain, ‘aurm products and food-stuils On 13
October %0, the provincial People’s Commitice issued a

dircetive on State purcnuases oF farm products damd soods
circulation and distribution. These two dccuments v-ere

aimed atsolving s ey orobicnl [ geoGs cliciaion Jnd
distrivation, viz. conivch ooy the Stte

)

yeer the Hulk of

=

goods md money Ju Se uasis of readiusting ouving Al
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Sedlinis o vihoos, VDG Lip To produeiitl, allal siaoiiizing

ey
i

ivine conditions of cwires fnooarticui ind the nepu-
i~ oozenerad
ey

o oteilowing w2 have heen applieds inimpic-
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L T clae RESIOANY

o coults e oeen cecordod Naturalic. auch
- ans 0 be dene hui Long An Deiicves thai it nas

Cssen . undamentailv correct orivniation

1. Improving the Wayvs to Buy and Sell, and the
Relationships with the Peasants

To sain control over the bulk of 2nods means, in an
agricultural province like Long An, 1o cconlrot the sources
of food grain and other foodstuffs and tarm produces.
made by the peasants. To this end the State musi :

_ Have industrial goods, mainly means of przduction,.
to exchange with the peasants for turm produces ;

— Improve the ways 0 puy from and sellto the peasanis,
in order to eliminate the interference of private fraders.
~ With regard to the means of production, in 1932, Long.
An, thanks to its export carnings, was able to import

-
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‘here is the relationship between the two
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15,000 tonnes of ures, together with materials to produce -

insecticides and a certain quantity of fuels and lubricants.

With regard to the mode of conducting business with
the farmers, two ways have been worked out :

The main one is the two-way contract, whereby the
State would provide an advance supply of means. of pro-
duction (no consumer goods).

With regard to the surpluses left to the peasants after
delivery to the State, the latter would pay a mutually
ugreed price, a bit lower than the marke! price, in cash.

With regard to pork and sugarcane, because no supply
of materials can be as yet provided to the farmers by the
State, such as animal feed, fertilizers; and food grain
for growers of industrial crops, the usual commercial way
is the normal mode of business.

The above meusures have yielded encouraging initial
results. The Statg has been able to purchase increasing

quantities of food grain, foodstuffs and other farm

produces :

Hem : 1981 1982 © 1983
- (tonnes) (tonnes) (tonnes)
Food grain 74,200 77,700 | 138,000
Pork 2,700 1,440 6 =00
Groundnurs - 1,003 1,150 L0 -
Jute 23 829 - 1.070
Sugar (produced by 2,900 2,700 7.000
handicraft methods) - ’ ' :

The proportion of good purchased by the State cdompared
with that controlled by private traders has also increased ;

-

g

-

| os0 l 1981 1982 (983
Tem (total=100) ' (total=100) ’ (total=100) | (total=100)
T I s .
food grain TS B N S Y ) 42/38 50/50
Pork LS N S U1 1 B SV 51719

2. Improving ae Distribution of Consumer Goods;
Better Market Manasement ; Abolition of Ration Tickets

With regard to orices, the provincial authoritics -ieciiod
{irst to readjust buving prices of rarm produces and im-
srove the distfibution of materials and commodities ; next
to readjust other prices and- strive to establish .um'f.z'ed
prices ; step by sien cbolish the svstem Of4 admim;tram'g
subsidies and shitt o the socialist mode ot enterprise and
economic accountine. However, the system ot unified prices
is applied onlv in relutions between the State sector
and other sectors : 'vithin the State sector, the system ‘of
prices as cstablished by the cenwal authorities is to be
observed. The reason is because the economy of Long An
is dependent upon the goods supplied by the central
authorities. ,

With regard to Stute employees, goods are no ionger
supplied in kind . instead they receive money compensa=
tions for price diftcrentials, and efforts are made to allow
them to get all the supplies they are entitled ‘to. ‘

The means of production, technical materials and othcr
industrial goods ure ~upplied to State-run enlerprises and
government departments according tc? »the. .proceduf“e and
the prices established by the centre. ;-\’1ed1cmes and exeg-
cise books for school pupils are distributed through the

‘ ' iucational nctworks i lished
health-care and educational nctworks at ‘prlces estab

by the centre.
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With regard to consumer goods and building materials
Thanded over to the province by the various central depart-
ments (for exchanges with the peasants for food grain,
and other toodstufts and farm produces), these will be
entrusted to the provincial trade service, put in a retail-
commodity  tund, and sold to the people in both town
‘nd countryvside at unified prices to be sstablished by the
province Lor 4 given period.

Naturaily, the above step could oniy oe taken as market
managenen: gradualiv improved ana the private traders
Caderwent socialist transtormation.

N

Chwing o the preximay of Ho ol Minh City ana such

‘ Bo as My The
cneging the free
srivate fraders

coeo eom other cities

Ariving ousiness centies
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R N AT T O A R DI PR ' oty
Lild rovViIICeS froin lhhlihulllq‘ i oty oAl and causing

conomic  cdisturbances there s :;c-nplicutcd and

iricult nndertaking.
At present, in Long An privaie truding bas in the main
heen abolished with regard to such commodities as food

srain, pork, sugarcane, and agricultural means of produc-

tion. The provincial (rading service is trying to expand
s activities in such fields as tfresh-water fish, vegetabless
and [ruit, firewood, and step by step abolish private trad-
ing there. This-aim can be attained due to the extension
of buying-and-selling cooperatives to the countryside, which
nas led to direct contacts Between the State Trade and the
peasants, and ever better control by the former of the goods
produced by the latter. The network of State retail stores
has also been expanded in town and countryside, and
prices have Dbeen tixed with greater flexibility according
to market fluctuations.
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goods, better market management, and systematic reform ot

private traders, the provincial authorities have been able
to purchase ever more goods, hence to gain control over
the bulkk of goods. Thev have also gained ever better
conirol of the monev 1n circulation owing “to the
improvement in the financiai and monetary situation.

Thanks to better coutroi over the money. the State has
been able to grant more cvedit. While fn gdc, State lcans
totalled only 266 million iong. this figure had increased
fourtcenteoid in 1933, Javings deposits have also progressed.
Duec o the relative abundance of goods supply, the money
paid out to compensule (v price dirferentials is aimost
immediatelv retrieved by ihe State bank. The amount ot
cash in circulation is not excessive and does not have a
bad intluence on oprices. Over the past three vears the
provincial budget has heen wells balanced. Both revenues
and expenditures  have increased and there has alwavs
been a budget surplus. Revenues from the State sector in
1983 had increased seven times from 193c. Revenues trom
the collective economy and individual economy in 1933
bad increased fourteenicld “rom ig8o. Starting in 1983, the
province has enforced the two newlv-promulgated decrees
on agricultural tax and industrial-commercial taxes. The
district now has its own budget and many districts have
been able to balance their budgets due fo increased
revenues. o

Another success recorded has been the abolition of
ration tickets, and consecuently of much nuisance ior
salaried people. Each vear,-aundreds ot thousands ot Jony
arc saved in the printing »f ration tickets and other red
tapc ; the number of cadres having to occupy themselves
with the management of ration tickets has been greatly

157




N pecmeme iy ©

reduced : much time is saved in queueing, waiting in
line, and other time-consuming precedures. This means
also doing away with discriminatory treatment between
‘he cadres and the population and between cadres of va-
rious categories, and  with such negative activities as
‘ralficking in ration tickets, theft, abuses, collusion, giving
~port weight, arrogance towards the population, etc.
Dwing 1o better control sver farm produces, over ¢
~ast three vears, Long An has fulfilled all targets in
supplving gocds to the centre With regard to food grain
‘n oarticular, in 1983, the target was overfulfilled by 267 -
The amount delivired to the centre was equal to 88% of
‘he total amount bought in the province and to the totai
quantity delivered 1o the centre over the four years

1076=70. .

Since 980, l.ong An has uniailingly fulfilled its export
targets, toth those set by the centre and those set by the
province ‘or itself. In 1983, the total value- of exports wis
“our times that of 1980. Foreign-exchange earnings had
increased six times.

{owever. on the financial side, the province still fails
0 coilect ldrge amounts of tax arrears, mosily turnover
tax, forestry tax and fishing tax. Besides, revenues from

the State ccopomic sector are still modest owing to poor

nianagement of State enterprises

Another 0sitv
Another sositive

P

) “oature is the visible reduction in the
“aumber of private traders. There remain in the province
oracticaily no irading capitalists. As for the medium and
<mall traders, they have registered with the authoritie®
and are given guidance on the correct way 10 do business’
\larkets in towns and Jistricts have been reorganized ,

138 : .
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3. The Successiul Transformation of Private Traders
and Improvement of Market Management Have Been

Due to the Consolidation and Expansion of the Net-~" ;

work of Socialist Trade

One mayv sav that the consolidation and expansion of . %

socialist frade is the essential lever used in the improve--
ment of market management and the reform of private

traders. Along with improving the ways to buy from and >3

sell to the peuasants and the State’s relations with them, the
provincial administration has decided to rapidly devel~-
op the Siate Traaes network and buving-and-selling:
cooperalives  everviiere in the province, in both
town and countryside. In each of the eleven district

centres, there are a1 district trading company, a depart-

ment store, a  buyving-and-selling cooperative and -a -
materials-and-equipment company. I. each of the 145
communes, there is a buving-and-selling cooperative, fo-
cether with
the above 145 co-ops, 115 are entrusted with buying farm
produces from the peasanis on behalf of the State Trade.
Euch district trading company: has a large number of
shops and counters within the district. Thedistrict buving-
and-selling cooperatives have expanded their Dusiness
Ctivities 'o the whole provinee and even to neighbouring

provinces in order 0 supply cominunal co-0ps with goods. .
The province has test-organized trading companies. -

specialized in sugarcanc. jute, pineapple, vegetable oils, -
i1 be active in areas pianied with industrial

which ~viin oS¢
Crons.

4. Gradual Improvement of the Living Conditiens

of Cadres, Workers and Publiec Empleyees .

The improvement in goods circulation and distribution, -

better market management, and .the development of sociaiist -
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trade have provided Long An onrovince with favonrable
conditions to graduaily umprove the iiving conditions of
workers, public emplovees and members of the armed
torcesof the province. The solution of this problem hinges
on the existence ot an abundant tund of commodities for
retail sales. At present the province’s fund of consumer
goods comprises supplies {rom the cenire, goods imported
by the province through the forcign-trade channels of
the centre, and  goods obtained through exchanges with
other provinces. This unified Dwd s divided o two
parts. Once includes the necessities reserved for supnly to
workers and public emplovees. such as food grain and
other toodstutts, and a number of industrial goods. The
other part comprises goods o be retailed on the murket
and sold to the population at larae in bothv tewn and countryve
side. Sules ure made the usual commercial wav, at prices
which are the sume {or both the cadres and the popula-
tion. or the workers and public cmplovees, however, com-
pensation are given lor price ditferentals with regard to
eight items (in addition to rice) for which thev are entitled
to “supply prices 7 (lower than the market prices).

CIn this  wav, worker and public empiovees  are
free 1o buv these goods or abstain from buving all or
some ; they ure treeto select the goods thev want, and the
quality thev need. This procedure is well likoed Dy the
people concerned and in itself is 4 major improvement in
their living conditions.

With regard tc rice, it is sold in two wavs: a worker
or public emplovee may choose to buv his catire ration
and pav the “suppiv price”; or he may choose to buv
only the' quantitv he wants on the market and pay the
normal retail price, but then he will be entitled to com-
pensation for the price differential calculated upon his
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whole ration. {iils procedurc s ailowed i province io
have a surplus of 3.000 tonnes of rice this vear. This rice
is retailedd on the market and has contributed to maintain-
ing price stability.

In short, in Long \n nine items are soid ‘o "vorkers and
public vmpicvees in quantities determined >v the centre,
at prices wviich ailow the province to <o awav vith State
subsidies, compensations being given to the ozonle concern-
s o Lo orice ddrterentials. A minimum Jiaranie s
thus cosure for the workers, public emplovees ind mem-
bers > b rmed forees with regard to their real salaries
and woges. Dhere s no svstem of supply a1 zoods in Kind
0 them. Lixewise there is no other ailowance oesides the
snes included inthe normal salaries and wages throughout
“he countrv, With regara 1o zoods other than ihie necessi-
‘les meaticoed  above, workers and nublic 'moiovees are
"0 Huv chem on the free market it thev svisn, and will
-ceeive no compensation swhatever.

I affowuances <iven Dy the centre and compensations
ziven bv the province are included, the income ol a1 worker
or public cmpiovee in Long An in 1933 had increased
‘hreefold from  1930. However, this increase still rails to
cateh o with the increase in prices on the tree market -

“forts o mprove 2oods circuidtion andd dis-

\n cver rthe nast thre- —oars, these
£330 iy OC Grawa

One must give a strong push to agricuitural sroduction
by suppiving the farmers with enough technica: materials.
One must zain control over the farmr produces grown by

I1-OTE 6t
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the peasants through the network of socialist trade and
buying-and-selling cooperatives, eliminate the disturbances
created by private iraders, and manage the market well.
The State Trade, with the assistance of the buying-and.-

selling cooperatives, must control the sources of goods .

farm produces, handicrait and industrial goods, export
items. This, in addition 4o well-organized retail sales, will
allow the State to control the bulk of the money in circu-
lation. Thuanks to control over goods and money, the State
will be in a position to guarantee real salaries and wages
for workers, public emplovees and members of the armed
forces, and gradually improve their living conditions and
these of the people at large.

7984
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0 CHI MINH CITY AND THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION (*)

1t the Third Congress (second round) o f the Ho Chi = 2
Minh City Party Organization, Vo Van Kiet, member
of the Political Bureau o f the Party Central Committee,
v ice-Chaiiman of the Council of Ministers and Presi-
dent of the State Planning Commission, delivered, in
his capucily as ex-secrelary 0 f the City Party Commit- -
tee, an important speech, large excerpls’ of which are

published below :

Economic Changes in the Eighties

New prospects have opened up for our economy which»
despite great difficulties, has recorded initial results from = :
1980 to 1933. L e

A review of the last months of 1980 makes it possible
for us to accurately assess the.great ef forts we have made
to overcome obstacles which at first had seemed insur-

mountable. )
What was the situation of our economy at the bgginning

of 1981° ) ‘
— Our food production did not meet the needs of the
population. -
— In 1980, our industrial output, clearly in decline, was
only 87 of the 1978 figure. - . . ul. o
— Exports accounted for only 27 of the value “Qf

imports.



~

— The frJn[111<f of Slale subsidics ace mimo o the -

reaucratic method of management had disastrous economic’

and social censequences.

— The toiling masses cxperie: 1ced insuperable ditficul-
ties in their daily life, which badly affected thetr produc-

tion work.

While the wounds ol the American war svere not vel
aadirely aeanicd, we had o cope with two acw wvars 2
our southwvestern and northern frontiers. Early in this
uecade ‘he international situation imposed on our n: wional
conomvy ‘1@1"\’ restrictions due to 'mc\pukd m"u Hlhuc-
tuations n the world which caused a sensible reduction
of our sources of foreign currencies. Working hand n
glove with the American imperialists, the Beijing ruicrs
pracusu, against our couniry d4n active policy of eccnemic

smbarco and saboiuge.

However., thanks to our cftorts, to the general line and
economic line charted at the gth National Congress of our
Party and confirmed at the 3th Congress, an initial change
has been wrought in our economy, chierly in food pro-
duction. In this field, despite unfavourable weather con-
ditionts, limited investments, insufficient and irregular
suppties and  inadequate ceconomic measures, for threo
successive vears (1980—ig82) our food production was
boosted. [n 1933, for the first time, we have not had o
import “vod. Meanwhile; our industrial output thandi-

1
i

crafts included) has recorded avearly increasc of .37, The

dving cotditons S0 OUT prasants, w o muke '1p the majo
ritv ot the pouuiu[ion, have been suolhzed and improved.
The dailv life of our workers in regions enjoying rela-
tively stable conditions of production has become less

difficult.
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economic orientation aaoptgd by the 6th Plenum af the
Party Central Committee in 1079.

The new measures of e¢conomic management advocated
by our Party and State have stimulated the workers’
enthusiasm, their dvnamism and their spirit of collective
masterv and selt-reliance in various branches, sectors and
regions, simultaneously with a better use of the assistance
and cooperation of the Soviet Union and other socialist
couniries, iriendly countries and international organiza-
tions. The aim is to utilize our many possibilities in land,
manpower, skills and other potentials.

The new cconomic orientation, well assimilated and
strictlv applied bv our city and the other provinces in the
region, has given rise 10 4 uew way ot thinking and a
new stvie of work, and has had a positive influence on
sccio-ceonomic development.

Nevertheless, our cecnomy s still beset by great ditfi-
cultics and suffers from manyv weaknesses and shortcom-
inzs wvith regard to labour efficiency, product anality,
preductivity and product marketing. ‘

Despite substantial progress, we must make still Sreater
efforts to produce food—a major problem—both tor human
consumption and for animal ausbandry and ror vulding
UD TUSCrves il prevision oi natura; calamities.

Sn the whole, our industrial production  still leave
much to he desired, its slow development has hampered
e orogress ol our cconomy and agricaiiurc. )

The oireulation and distribution of  zoous are soricus
problems requiring urgent se.ulions io
baictul influence on industrial and agricuitural JC"c?op
ment and on the gradual stabilization of the people’s living
conditions.

ward ob Y Jheir
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' .‘Xg'xi{éutiaf&‘ft&tfitiari:i’é‘.‘ of the Region

The present period i particularly important for us.

" Proceeding from: the results obtained these last few
years, we must study the socio-economic strategy of our
Party and work with might and main 1o bring about a
turning-point, SO as to obtain, from 1990 onwards, 4
fundamental change in our economy and securc socio-

economic stability while -laying the basis and preparing.

the forces necessary tor socialist industrialization in the
next decade. ,

The region under review holds a particular piace. due
chiefly to the fact that the Mekong delta, an integral part
of it, is the essential centre for food production ol the
whole country. [norder to get an annual national produc-

‘tion ot 450 kilograms of food grain per capita, enough o

meet the needs of the population and the requirements ot
animal husbandry, and build up food reserves, it must, in

the seven vyearsto come, at least double its present rice

production, that is, produce 15 million tonnes ol paddy
yearly by the end of this decade. This.is possible by the
application on a large scale of scientific and technical
achievements, the practice of intensive culture, the clearing
of new lands, and chiefly the multiplication of creps:
This last measure is potentially the most important. the
coefficient of soil utilization being at present onlv  less
than 1 for the Mekong Delta, as against 2 in the Red
River Delta. _ -

Parallel with the acceleration of food oproduction, W
must develop industrial crops. This is a strategic orien-
tation. R

In the historical conditions. of our country, the primitive
accumulatiory necessary for socialist industrialization must
ulture and light industry. This agriculture

can only be a diversitfied agricuiture, a polycuiti . wvhat-
ever may be its importance, rice can only play a hasic”’
role, that of a prop for industrialization,. for -ocialist
construction cannot D2 achieved with monocult . The
specitic qaiural coniitions ot Hur couniry give i+ nstrial
crops 1 choiee place

Rubber. coconut, palm ~il,  ooifee, jute,  si Teane,
-obaceo, sova, Jroundnuts. Syt rees. cinnamon. iseed,
medicinal plants, etc., are important resources .o - wii]
provide us with the loreign exchange needed for == im-
port of steel, [uels, machines, complete equipme: ., and
materials. We can sav that ‘ndustrial crops, both e ~enniai
and annual, make np the material and technient “asis ot
our socialist industrialization. That is why their -fovelop-
ment is one ot the decisive visks of industriaiizations
carried out througii ™ cooperation Letween

which must be
1te and

the central and regional levels and between the .
the population ” through the coeperation an'l i -gratior
=g, through the redistribution, - 8 loca’

of various previnc
i the reorgan:.tion O

and national, ot our work-terce
production at Jistrict level.

The targets arc:
— Rnggo 1 300,07 ) — [,090.30) NTelares (105,07 sectare
in the castern provinees of Nam Boj: .

— Coconut: 700,000 hectares nd oo miii on trees
1300,000 hectares and 03 million trees i ¥ \lekoue
delta), against 33,000 Hectiurc, ik 50.3 millic  trees

Aresent, or a respective inerease ai %0 and 0T in th

seven vears to come. The arcas nder coclit alms and
oil palms will thus total one million eclares:
ng delis

— Jute: 100,000 hectares in 1993 in the
rion wil:

and 300,000 hectares in 199o. lo be grown i

5D
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guadrangle and other regions in the delta;

~ Sugarcane : 500,000 hectares in 199o, mainly in the
eastern provinces of Nam Bo and the Mekong Delta, yield-
ing annually 2 million tonnes of raw sugar (average vield:
30 tonnes of sugarcane per heclare};

— Tobacco : 30000 heclares in togo. =r 3.7 times the 1933
figure.

Other crops are aiso to be grown in the castern prov-
inces of Nam Bo and in the Mekong Delta: groundnuts,
sova heans, sesame, banana, castor-oil plants.

These targets are quite attainable if one takes into account
our land and manpower potentials and the adequate pro-
duction of tood in the provinces bordering on Ho Chi
Mini Citv (eastern provinces of Nam Bo and Mekong
Deltal. Bv 1000 ipernaps sooner), all the provinces in the
rezion should e ible to exploit ull their land and utilize
all their worktorce. Tauy Ninh has <o fur been regarded
as a poor province engaged in the meuoculture of rice.

he first pregram of land readjustment prevides for the
growing of rubber on 40,000 hectares. AWith the commis-
ioning of the Dau Tieng irrigation project, the biggest of
ts kind in Nam Bo, 70,000 hectares will be planted with

Nt
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sugarcane, 30,060 Heciares with grcununuts, 10,0co hec-
tares with tobacco, while intensive cuituire ot rice will be
practised on all the rice area. Parallel with the intensified
slanting of indusirial crops, the processing or agricultural
i)r:oducts will be developed in close cowperation with Ho
Chi MMinh Cinv.

The intensificaticn of polyculture and building of an
industrial — agricultural economic structure shc 1ld make
Tay Ninh a rich prorince,

16&
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Animal husbandry is onc of the streng points of the
region. On the 3 million hectares of agricultural land (4.6
million hectares if the coelficient of soil utilization is ‘15),-
the number of pigs raised should reach g million if two-
pigs (of 0 kilogrammes cach at the time of slaughter)
were reared per hectare. By 1990 the herd of buffaloes
should amount to 3.2 million head or a butfalo (or an ox:
per hectare.

At the rate of 5 ducks per hectare of ricetield, the region
will be able to raise 12.5 million ducks (chiefly on a sea--
sonal basis) on its 2.5 million hectares of submerged
ricefields.

The existence of immense areas of water (ricetields.
ponds), an extensive network of ditches and canals, and
mangrove forests should promote fish rearing and fresh-
water agriculture (chieflv the rearing of crustaceuans
alternated with rice culture or salt making) Deep-sea and
offshore fishing practised along hundreds ot kilometres ot
coasts should be developed. All those resources, which
will vield hundreds of millious of dollars everv vear, call
for important investments for the purchase ol equipment
(deep-seu lishing vessels, tresh-water tishing equipment}
and the setting up of enterprises tor the processing anc
storage ot export products.

The precessing and storage of agricultural produces
(paddy, industrial crops) and fishing produces make it
necessarv 1o build » processing industry, which' poses the
problem ot electrical energy.

Tn this connection. the building of the Tri An vdr:-
electric project No. 1 should be stepped up so that its
Jirst turbine generators can be cocmmissioned by 1937.
After its completion in 1990, it- will supply one billion.
kwh yearly. Survey work for the construction of the Tri

L~
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An hvdro-electric project No. 2 will be carried out together
with the enlargement of the thermal power oiant  at

hu Duce and Tra Noc. Mention should be made of the
construction of the Soviet- Vietnamese oil and 2ns =2nter-
arise it Vanyg Taw for odfshore il extraction.

Th: abundant agricuitural and fishing  produces and
snerov resourees of  the region dJetermine ifs v clution i
the eighties, and aiso the role o be playea o de i
Mini Citv as an industrial centre. Hence the neczssily o
start building, right now. an inaustriad agricuituril ~strie-
‘ure. that s the socio-econcmic structure linking o
with great industrial pot-ntialitics to neighbouris nrev-
inces rich in agriculturai and fishing produces. Thts iask
is facilitated by historical ties, numely the a2 ditional
sxchanges Detween Suigst and these provinees yver nast

nturies.

Industrial Patentials of Wo Chi Minh Tity

These industrial petentials comprise the cnicrovises in
the industrial resion ot Bien Hou, the enterprises rn by

ihe central administraticn and based in the city, and these
Y'“ YN

(‘

managed ov i nuaicipal administration sell
enterprises uve @ grent capacity ol production: 220—240
million metres of textiles, 7o,ooc tonnes of paper, ~.000—
0.200 tonnes of nrocessed rubber, 7,000 fonnes ol lacquer,
1o miilion tins 30 condenscd milk, 300,000 lonncs DI

otery noo iilion dace-

nimal Covth .o o onnes of o iztergent,
icets ol cigaretics, 00.000 tonnes ol rerined sugar, wbs SH
millions of iitres i beer and alconolic drinks, not 1o mea-
tion a refrigeration industry with a capacity of 31 tonnes
per day, of rice mills capable of husking hundreds of

:ousands of tonnes of paddy. Our enginecring ndusiry
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can turn ouf a great quantity of spare parts and accesso-
-ies. Once recroanized and provided svith large invest-
ments for iheir re-cquipment, these engineering works
suan turn out o variety ot agricuitural machines and means
St ranspert, and make Croassem ble {partly from fmarpad
materials and oarts) radio and TVL sets, electric f;ms,
setvino-machines. wrist watches and clocks... Our capacity
o aroatetion 20 handwerart antoart articles is cr;n;id’r.-'
abie. The CHVoas 4 0ody ot '_\\'cll-uuincu scientitic and
echnical workers and ens of thousands of skilled and
soertenced workers mainly in constructionl)

]

This capaciy of indusivia production has so fur beew
sniv sartially utilized (30 0 most fna aumber of seotorsy
Al present and i cuiure, our greatest concern is acw (o
make (ull use of these orecious potentials and to tura
‘hem o reur assels,

The interesis o1 Ho Chi Minh City are closely souna
1p with those ¢l the other provinces in the region. f the
supniv of raw materials from the provinces tich in agri-
cultural produces is cut »it, the city wiil see its prosperity
jeopardized. Conversely without the industrial support
Ho Chi Minh Citv, the provinces in the region caunoi
muke ranid nrogress. This is 1 nrocess of economic inte-
sration Hetween 1 ity with some degree ol industrial
develspment and surrounding areas rich in agricul liurai
resources.

Thus, it s imperative for the enterprises using oval

Tt~
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o operate at rull capacitv. With resord

the nuking of animual feed (esse ‘lull‘ ‘rom  rice v
maize and fish meai obtained locallw, plus impor o
chemicals), cooperaticn between Ho Chi Minh Citr and
the various provinces should make it possible for our fac-

tories 'o maintain a steadv production of 300000 tonnes.

. .'
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Insolar as ihe enterprises using imperied maierlals zar
concerned, they can operate thanks to the revenues from
the export ot 1gr1cultural produces: for instances, in order
to supply to the 18 million inhabitants of the region 10 tins

of condensed milk per person per year, the foreign exchange

needed tor the import of powdered milk to be processed
by the condensed milk factories will be obtained from our
agricultural exports.

Of course, the full utilization of our industrial enter-
prises calls for a solution.to the problem ot energy and
spares, in addition to the export of agricultural products
and the implementation of appropriate economic policies

and measures.

Besides, the development of sources of raw materials in
the region requires big investments, above all tor the reor-
oanization, re-equipment and enlargement ot engineering
works. Bv the time joo000 hectares of land are planted
with jute, it will be necessary tor us o flave 100 processing
tactories.

Can hese processing enterprises be built in time At
the beginning, they will not be in sulticient numbers, and
we must export part of our raw produces such as jutc,
covra... 10 get the tunds necessary for sur industrialization,
: “op the hailiing of new enterprises.

(AR

Transtormation of Private Industry and Trade in
Ho Chi Minn City

Tiis tasic is closclv asseciated with the transformation
wrienlture in the region. It crowned with success, it
wiil directly contribuie o agricultural cooperativiz-
aticn,  a sine qua non condition for the complete
use of the manpower and land available in the region.
Qur city has a great workforce. Nevertheless, the problem

5

172

o

Of SIMDICVINGNE, L i o Droviston or jobs 1o he cnao
population, has not ouly a social but mainly an economic
significance. Full employvment is required for econcmic
development. By 1933, Ho Chi Minh City must have
found emplovment for 300,000 pecple through the
development of small industrv and handicrafts, while
providing the necessarv muanpower fer the clearing ot
13,000 iectares of new lands and the attorestaticn or another
13,000 hectares in the suburban regions. the ceoncmic
deveiopment of Duven tlai district, the buitding ot rubver
olantations in cooperation with the eastern provinces of
Nam 3c. and rhe exploitation of the Plain of Reeds :Dong
Thap Muon, in cooneration swith Long An province

Exports wre the Jecisive tacter for the exp mnon ot
ail our oelentialitics, fer the building o Ho Chi Minn
City as wweil as the Jevelopment of cur industry. For this
Jurposc, v must pericct the organization and muanage-
ment o Sur ioreign irade Jor Qigher efficiency.

At present, a great obstacle stands in our wayv @ the acute
shortage of capital. But i1 a judicious orientation .nd
appropriate methods urc worked out, this seeminglv insit-
perable abstacle can be overcome.

We have spoken st the great potenticlities and dine
orosnects tacing the city ;md the region. To turn them
into realities, we must quickiy stabilize ine living condi-
tions of the populaiiou the major target ot the program-
me of acticn charted by the Congre«s This is not an eusy
rask as it covers over 3 million people. The soiuticn o s
problem 1lso dCDCHdS‘ onoour assessment oI the ssle o be

slavec v de Chi AMinh Clty in the region.

In fact, iving in the midst of an immense food-producing
region, Ho Chi Minh City is in a position tc suppiy s

population with enough rice, vegetables (550 and 300 tonnes

3
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ser gavi meal Se — 00 ‘onnes per dayy, disi {150 onnes
per dav), tish sauce (2t-22 million litres per year), salt
120,000 ‘onnes per veart.. (n this field, ditficulties still
exist, Jdue 1o inadequate organization, the lack ot appro-
sriate cconcemic measures and pelicies, and to some extent,
wneveriar methods, Nevertheless, the citvy bas

AUy a2

nanv assels: oreat indusirind 2otentials, competent cudres,
cioerience noooromcting the peopld’s collective masierv.,
Troche Ciret ey o S her tion 73y, ander the ‘mondse

o the SWemen's Daten, selling-und-buving cooperatives,
nd cossumer ccoveratives ot various Kinds made their
ppedraniee, giving orecicus support fo the State trade. In
u, aifrioadn ears nat ccdlow e curicus muss movements
Helped e State organs in iheir cirorts to control the mar-
Ret and stabilize prices. Recently, together with the Food.
Trading Companv, mass organizations have lent 4 heiping
hand n the spening o chousands or rice retailing shops
in populated yuarters: this initdative is warmly supported
v both the iocal nopuiation and the central authorities.
This model should be appiicd to the food and fuel trade.

A stubborn struggic must be waged against speculation,.

illegal tratficking, the stealing of State propertv and
upsetting ot the market, in coordination with the wvarious
branches of activity and the support of the population and.

MAss OrIanizalicns.,

71084

* Comprising Ho Chi Minh Citr, the easiern proviuces ol
Nam Bo (ex- Cochmchma). the provxm.cs in the \/Ickong Deita, the

scuthern provinces of Trung Bo {ex-Annam) and the Cenirai

Highlunds.
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TANOI: FROM A CONSUMER CITY TO AN
INDUSTRIAL CENTRE

NIHAN DANG

Hanci has come a long way since it wus liberated on 1c
Octever ras4. A radical change of historic significance has
taken Duce on this “land of age-old culture ™. In economic
terms. it has changed from a citv of consumers to a
city or producers, a major economic centre, above all an.
important industrial centre of the country.

The iegacy left to Hanoi by the French colonialisis was.
indeed 1 shabby one. For a city of 270,c00 inhabitants there
were barely nine small-sized industriai establishments..
chietly providing repairs and services. After 1954, a few
tacteries came back to the capital citv from the resistance
bases. By 1935, the city had only 1S indusirial establish-
menis staffed by 1369 workers, in additicn to 396 pri-
valelv-owned small-industry and handicraft establish-
ments with a work force of 3,000 During the French
occuoatien, the eccnomic lite of Hunoi chiefly centcred
on consumption and serving the French war machine-
catering tor the needs of the impenaxlsts and their indi,
genous agents. The streets were mostly inhabited i
traders, one out of every two families being engaged in




some <ind ol srade. e suburps were small agriculiural
areas comprising 47 ‘communes with 180,000 private farm
ers. The land was mostly in the hands of the landlords.
No significant progress in food production was recorded
all along the war vears. It was against that background
that tiberated Hanoi embarked on the period ot transition
to socialism, simultaneouslv building and transtorming it
economy.

In the first tive vears after liberation, the countrv
focused its efforts on heualing the wounds-of war, rchabi-
litating the cconomy, carrving out socialist transtormation
of agricunlture. industr and trade and laving the prelimi-
nary bases tor socialist building. In that period. Hanol
undertook a land reform which returned to the peasants
more han 20,000 man Cue mau gquals 3000 s@.my) ol
ricetield, more than fooo farming tools together awith
nearly zoo  drauciht cattie. In the ensuing drives for the
transformaticn o1 privaic capitalist trade and industry,
all the indusirial mezns 20 production. together- with jzr
trading cnterprises and shops and more than 6oo means
of transport were taken over from the bourgeoisie. This
was followed by a campaign to reorganize production and
estabiish cooperation along the socialist line. By 1gto,
Hanei had set up 280 agricultural co-ops in the suburban
arcas cmbracing 3.7 of Wl peasant houschclds. Over
50,000 persons were organized inlo units ol  collective
handicraft production. ot whom more than 29,000 joined
the handicrai't cooperatives; yz°, of the small traders also
joined low-level cooperatives. Others took up productive
jobs. Thus, Hanoi had radically abolished coloniul, cunitu-
ist and feudai exploitation and cstablished soctalist relu-
tions of production based on-State and collective
ownership. The transiormation ol the relations of produc-
tion immediately gave a strong impetus to the productive
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consdlidation and \[rmgthc'nng oI Lhe otate-run ¢Conomic
il wou d serve as the core and leading

establishments
[orce o the whele econcmy. Together with he expansion
of the ot Fmtc-pri\‘:zie entermrises na the!r -qquipment
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new industriai ")'1:mzr< nder the nesi-—ar indusizial devet-
opment 1 e, such oas The chend Honginerving o
' H 1]

i3 T e DPeinni
cnev the Cau Duong Piviveoad ML oy o Printing
Office. fhe 3ao Vang -‘{ubber Goses caciort. e Hanod

Spgn Works, the Thang Leny Cigurere Tacerys cte Uhe
ouipui - Hue of Hanets indue v, Tl ndistey and e
Ji b alts v sgfo had Tnoraasen et Te cemeiea (SR
(g8 itnd Lccounted tor o Iz S aped o in the libernied
Naort,

.mbarzed ~n the first tive.vear Pli

{1 1gor, Hunel ‘
3ten '. ~ : ““';"ilrvlfv‘“x;’ f' ' H

thus faking an initial stec . sooiallse USRS ation inc
the 'aving oI e «irs Naleriai- ACANICA: "AsAs P sCMie

ism. In Tauuary that vear. he Zongress of “he City P.m,
orcanizalion wWas sbie 'o attirm caai Hanoi has changed
Crom 4 consumer city 1ooa producer A

. During the resistaines agains!

But it -vas 1ot eusy going
US aggression Jor naticnal wa\ atien, Hanot ‘ogether wit

the rest of ihe Nerth d id il in s oower o arovide qidl
' ear

(o the Soutin Dhoe Auncriedis Loy Lo alr ;
destruction to the Victnamese capital itseif. \endm B.5:
strategic bﬂmbers to carpel bemb ~ven populous quarters
\nside the citv. Many ccmpleted indusirial construction
were destroved. Man+ projests had 'o be cancelled or

y - st 1 . .
Tens 30 chousands oo oonD 0f dombs TVAre

._.

siowed down. 4
dropped "1 the citv. Heavy destruction s 4 mggz-L D11
(wo-thirds of the bUJUI‘bRU commuiies anid more il oo

economic and cultural establishments, including 108 indus-
After the two wars of resistance against the

trial projects.
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Crencilt fhen ne Americans, Hanov o - s @il sviined
peace. Now it has to send men and suppiies to the detend-
ere of our northern border against the Chinese expan-
sicnists While coping with the sabotage activities of Beijirg
agents abetted bv Washington.

The low starting-point and the corippung difficulties
-aused Hbv the cnemy have thrown :nto even bolder reliet
the Vietnamese pecple’s will to make ~ocialism a success
and daners acartevements in the oasi thirty cears since
iheration. Betcre 1954, Hanoi had anlv @ wmall potver
siant with 4 capacity never exceeding  s.coe kilewatts,
Fodav the oty clectric power capwciy has increased o
id. Blectricity supply tor indusire nas teen 140 i
that tor agriculture 4o times, and that tor daily life 73
times. Besides the industrial establisiiments inn the central
avea, there has taken shape a series ot -utlving industrial
areas such as Thuong Dinh. Dong Ani. Vinh Tuv, Cau
Duong-Yen Vien, Cau Dien, Xuan Hoa, Son Tay... By late
mSv the city already had 266 centrailv-run ind local in-

ustrial enterprises and 438 handicratt cooperatives. Over

the past 30 years, on an average, eight new tactories have
sprung up in Hanoi each year. These caterprises form 1
tairly comprehensive system comprising heavy industry
fespeciallv mechanieal engineering), “~od-nrocessing in-
dustrv and consumer goods industry. Industrial output
value in 1083 had risen more than 38 times compared with
19535 and accounted tor 14% of the national industrial cut-
put. The engineering industry in particular made up one
tourth, and the consumer goods indvsires one Fitth, of
the national tetal.

Many major plants have been equipped with modernt
machines and their products have been effectively serving

such 2conomic branches as industry, agricuiture, capital
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cectrnetion, omoiunications wd fransport. The N
Sucniue Toor Plang the i).‘.ccsaicr in the counury, n iic
23 vears of its existence (1038—33) has supplied the national
~conomy with 13,000 machine tools of various kinds. thous-
amdds o fonnes of machine parts, and other equipment. It
can manuiacture complefe brick production chains (20
million bricks 2 veary, sugarcane presses (300 tonnes daily)
and conipment for <mall hvdre-electric power stations
(froem 2c to 1,000 Kilowaits capautV) [{undreds or machine
' honsands f machine parts and eccssor
v crom this nlant have been exported to Cubu. Poland
The Tran Hung Dao Engineszring

ot oens g

ind Czechoslovakio

Phant o the 23 venrs b G oXisteiloe 11001 =198 3 tas turn-

S o ere than sioo s dosel sngines or Jdifterent wvpes,

With 2 lolai caPachy ol neariv oig coo hp., chietiy tfor the

mechianization oi igricuiture (esneciallv in the /Iexuns
~

River deltay riverine and il fransport,  and o s

~ith e development of industrial =statiisi-
ments, the constructden  industye has built such maior
proects s the Ho Chi Minh Mauscleum, the Warkers
Cultaral  Paiace, Hanot Pelviechuic,- the Thang
Hotet, the Thang Long Bridge.. The communicaiions ana
transport network has deen cxtended und improvsd iov
land, sea. rail and air communications linking rogether
different places in the countrv and Vietnam with ‘he
outside world. The information and telecommunicaiions
network has also impreved maré;:dlv to expand ur inter-
national relations through pcstal, (cicphone and telegraon

wnnwtlonx with neariv oo countrics. Equally :mDZ'L»‘.'v-,
Sus meen the zrowth and maturies o incustrial sersonned,
QoW ..:omprlsmg more than ocooc factory werkers and

nearly 130,000 handicraft workers. Hanoi has oesn the
scence of manv campaigns of emulation for improvement

5‘;‘,"}
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of producuon Many research prOJccts, inventions and
‘wnovations Lorn in Hanoi have Hesn applied throughout
the souniry. The aumber of sicilled w()rlxus in [Hanoi has

1
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increased quic ckiv. Hanoi is also taking the lead in the’
i

aumier o0 Stae-iersl aroduct-aunlity certilicates and me-
dals 1 out of o ocardor 23Y cvon at the E\ ibition of
Nationai Seonomic and rechaoiogieal Achievements helid
in fawe 087 Hanei hoass o large contingent of scientific

snd .cchnical workers in 30 universities and coileges,
arly o [nsties fer botd Jundamenial rescarch and
special aopiications and 73 secondary  vocational schools

AP Cocnnear 0netiE ynicd cacn vear turi our iens at

thouse Melll ;'::‘.‘;I?f_z wworkers for ditreren
Dran sconomy. of e asinly 130200
£ETION in different sﬁrvnchcs of the cconomy
'n danoi. mere “han one-fourth have sempleted the ertia-
sooviaeation and o iooa the ;’rsx-w‘mduam Traimng. The
enoviny industry of Hanol s an offspring of sccialism,
it oz ceempone = inrts of The *Vhf;}c country,

1 a oA aev amaisiraiions, of the cudre

N M : N | S 1 - cote
rfz"m, nd o1 che svhoie-heartod assist-

N1 o
2l "jP;

aab o 00Iallol Cc2unty

el e o aihsiln o danos caling o

o onvoeeor, has een cxiensive. Now ohe pcim
soslop 1 pensivel i ofder 10 InCreuse work oroductive-
AT st sonomic clriciency. .{ wories ol
e o T e essgdgi fhe same e, cewarding
Sohiraoan conipmo LT maler iule, renovation
the wvorking stvie and e managemcm mecnanism  in
Lrder 1o areuse anc deveiop dynamism and creagveness
A ovaricus levels oo the oity, ‘16 TTassrools . uni’ and the

individual worker as r.::H 1 o enhance their <ense of
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bination of the centrai and local industries, of indusiry and
agriculture, of large-scale industry, small industrv and
hanuxcraf?s of ')roauulon and science and technoiogy, of
the economy and defence, of the domestic economy and
the cxport radie.

Resolution o8 ni the Political Bureau of the Party Cen-
ral Committee on  Hanoi has pointed out: » The capital
citv is the nolitical. silturai. scientific and technological
cenire alld 4is0 4 Major economic and international irans-

action centre of the whoie country.’

14

‘fanol must be strony and prosperous in order (o neel
e noeds of producion wand lire onits territorv and make
sver grealer v)rw_:":":riuius,z ‘5 h . nailonal ceonomy through
the creation 5f 1 rationnl indusiriai-agri icuitural siructure
compased of Orauches, rades and oroiucts that are of
vital :mperiance o the whole country, =2 ‘he axport trade
in particular. Hanol must be a model of (he new style of
work snsuring high productivity, quality and erficiency
It must turn Jut producis of good repufation on the do-
mesiic merkat and 1 aumber of foreign markets.

Hanoi is the capital city of the country. lis vrogress is
suoported by ani serves the whole nation.
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