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Foreword

Eight-ymr-om Nguyen Thi Man was pIgying in a
courtyard when she heard planes coming. She started
runni.ng toward a shelter, but it was too late. Anti-
personnel bombs exploded everywhere in the hamlet.
The little girl collapsed. When people came to pick her up
they found numecrous wounds in her limbs, forehead
and belly, caused by steel pellets. It was II.45 a.m.
on August 23, 1967, in an out-of-the-way village of
North Vietnam—whose name we shall not mention for
it may attract more raids on the village.

In that remote corner of an ‘ under-developed”
country, where could competent personnel and ade-
Quate equipment be found for first aid, treatment of
shock and subsequent surgical intervention ?

1 Ng“}"‘?}l Thi Man had her wounds quickly dressed
C):“llc)‘ho‘;llh'rt‘;lc\ nurse who gave her an injection of
taken tol | ‘xLlllT:.u.\.x‘1101-1-lmg‘os once stopped, shg was
serum mld“'ij‘lstmrt h(.)spltal where a p.orfusmn. of
Shock) W o 1- 9 (u'Vlotn;mxosc preparation against
the  distric :i _f:r-‘.‘\t 6 p.m. she was operated upon by
wound iy h(“r‘;& fm. He smoothed the e.dges of the

T forehead, removed the splinters stuck

I
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in the ‘bmms, performed hemostasia then closed th
gash. Next, he operated on the belly and suturri
che intestinal perforations, ‘ i

A fortnight later, the child was allowed to leay
hospital. :
N ) .
By what miracle had it been possible to find in 2
remote part of the countryside that nurse able to give
i “ ) f A VE
adequate first aid and that surgeon and that surgical
- 11 i 1.1 . V » =
installation capable of saving the life of the child?
The articles in this issue will tell the reader the
reason for that “ miracle’”.
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The Health Service
of the DR.V.
in Face of Wartime Tasks

What is to be done *

The air and naval aggression
of the U.S.A. against the D.R.V., started with the
nids of August 5, 1964, has been intensified since
February 1965 to become a war of destruction on a
ng to a report by McNamara to the
US. Congress, the U.S. air force in the first six months
of 1967 has effected on an average 13,000 SOTTIES per
month against North Vietnam, which has 17 million
inhabitants and an area of 160,000 sq. km.. In maay

large scale. Accordi

provinces, especially those lying between the 17th and
;ij,.‘;:tf![tl\' ftll populated areas of some importance
‘ n subjected to repeated massive air bombing
i;:l:(’i‘:;l»l"‘;l (h(f‘}.‘i)rht.ll areas, by pounding by guns of
- :ahl.- t“t:t. I'he wounds caused by U.S. weapons
P‘i‘wc‘f 24 je'rmus ones, as these weapons are very
.:_,:”“E“‘[‘l ;-f(f:(.):{”h’ rockets) or have p.xrm’ular.iy
Boted gyt tl: ’\(natp;xlm, phosphorus). It should be
ale steel. K-“.: x:\rnmna h:}w bﬁn“n using on a large
““”‘“ﬂ'nz;l;f et bombs, .whu‘b U.S. technicians have

sought to improve. A mother-bomb, or

{

Ut .-‘
hieads @re ours. Bd
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container (1) releases about 300 bomblets, e
a.:ont'ams 300 steel pellets; it is a rea] shower of
jectiles, and tens of pellets at a time penctrate jg pro.
victims’ organs, following complex courses, P(\)uthe
have been found lodged in the optic chiasmg - O'c(i1 ct~s
passing through the adbominal wall, th‘cn ';;:
diaphragm, perforate at the same time the intcstine‘:
the liver and the lungs, Thus, the Vietnamese mcdicai
corps has often to deal with complex  wounds and
severely shocked victims. The problem is all the more
serious as the planes can attack any village on oy
territory. This would require an omnipresent medicy]
corps capable of giving first aid, surgical teams which
can intervene very rapidly, and an organization to give
proper care to the wounded after they have been
opcrated on. Even a highly industrialized country,
with a well-staffed medical corps and modern means
of transportation, would find this no casy task. How
has the D.R.V., still little industrialized, managed to
overcome all medical difficulties in this war? Let us
examine, for example, the problem of the transpor
tation of the wounded. Even in peace time, this was
no easy task. Until 1964, all major surgical opcratiqns
had to be done in provincial hospitals, at the provincial
capitals (under the colonial regime, such operatio’
were done only in Hanoi) and a journey of even score
of miles created difficult practical problems. _
After June 1965, the U.S. air force sys*L"Elmmcauf1
attacked the network of principal hospitals in Nort

ach of Whig,

D
(1) The American designation js C.B.U. (Cluster Bort
Unit) £d..

The H calth Service. -

. after another, provincial hospitals were
ncwe” as numerous cure centres: leprosa-
ams, old people’s ?est l1o,mes, etc. (see
[ums, U.S. war crimes, in this lssuc:)_ fhevU.S. cc.)m-
articlé (,)n " was clear : to deprive the North Viet-
mand’s lntcntlinnts and population of medical means,
pamese com’b iod the threat of destruction of property
o aEddlr-!{-:oralizin,f.; factor: the loss of all hope when
amﬂ.ler dcmded It should never be forgotten that ‘Fhe
o wm;tl\’ort.h Vietnam is primarily aimed at shaking
bombmgola‘tion’s morale, in order to force them to
z;ltﬁ?f; thus; sparing the Americans a long and

costly land war.

It was not without reason that U.S. planes repeatedly
attacked the big leprosarium at Quynh Lap (2600
patients). Thousands of lepers, who could no .longer get
medical treatment and had to return to their villages
exhibiting their infirmities and telling about the
apocalyptic moments they had lived through, would
become a terrible burden for their families and
would no doubt constitute a not insignificant demo-
ralizing factor. This indeed was in the Pentagon
strategists’ calculation.

As a result of U.S. aggression, the D.R.V. has thus
lost all medical establishments of any importance;
those which have not been destroyed have had to be
Vacuated. Even small district hospitals and village
mfirmaries, also called medico-sanitary ~stations,
Wherever they are visible from the air with their tiled

foofs and well-aligned buildings among the trees,
Atract U.S, bombs,

Vietnam-
destr()yed: as )
sanator!
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What is to be done in those conditions? |,
on a seriously wounded victim Withoilt

gical equipment, without electricity ? W
all the surgeons needed ?

OW 10 opery,
modern sur.

here tq fing

To care for wounded people is not the on
d-ay-to-day medical service has to be carried
sick Amust be given treatment and the fight n?n’tthe
cont}nued against social diseases, epidemics ar?; .
demics which can reappear at any moinent ina tropiizi
country. It must also be foreseen that the enemy, who
has not hesitated to use on a large scale toxic c})xemi-
cals and gases in South Vietnam, wiil not refrain
from any crime., The Vietnamese medical corps must

be prepared to cope with chemical and bacteriological
warfare.

ly task.

We also have to think of the future. Once peace is
r?stored, the medical corps in a victorious, reunified
T\’i(?tnam will have to liquidate the aftermath of war:
Mflrrqities, mutilations, deficiency diseases, newre
psychiatric troubles. Particularly the children, Who
have much suffered during the war, must be given
competent and devoted care to ensure their normal
physical and psychological growth. And there will *
fn&dlcal problems posed by the construction of social
::m, especially the industrialization of the countty ;
Jetnamese medicine must even now prepare €% )
tions required for 4 continuous advance, assimi[ate
the progress made by world medicine, while contribuf

ing, throur ]ts 0
33 gh wn effor of WOt
sedicgl e . ts, to the progress

1T
The HmJth Seyvict.s.
the great problems faced by Vietnamese
SU-CP areproblems which the population and the
e?c;rllec,orps have to solve ander a deluge of steel
me IC
and fire.
An omnipresent medical corps.

Through the trials of war,
the medical policy applied since 1955 has forcefully
proved its correctness. The effort concentrated on
building a medico-sanitary network covering the entire
country has brought fruitful results. The medico-
snitary structures have not had to be radically
changed but simply improved, adapted to war conditions.

The network of health services established during
the ten years of peace and developed particularly
during the 1961-1965 plan has extended down to the
icfglges?give farms in villages and hamlets (1) and made
Us, ailr ;t’taskeaT{Y as August s, 19§4, to cope with
Bl it aé: s. The Woundfed were given treatment on
isplie] aﬁl—:l the .m'ore serious cases were taken to
of COOperat'er receiving first aid. The medical network
ties of warlve farms anq villages, tested in the reali-
aid byt als;%mved' eﬂic_lent not only for giving first
evelopeq andor‘ epidemic prevention. So, it had to be
Y Tenewing Z’tnrimPTOVEfi bj_r training more cadres and
T quiremepy adapting its equipment to the new

s- Only the consolidation and development

e
D A villag

3€ compri
prises 5 or 6 hamlets on an average. Ed.

e~
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of this network has made it possible, on the one |,
to give on-the-spot treatment to the Wounded\an
essential condition for efficacious first aid—, ¢, Carg
for patients without having to mov

e them about,
all travel would be dangerous in case of intensifie
air war, to look after pregnant women, tq delive,

them in their own villages ; on the other hand, to kee
an eye on hygiene work, such as double septic tanks
to solve the problem of human faeces, source of g
many epidemics of intestinal origin, and wells to
provide drinking water; to make mass vaccinations
against cholera, typhoid fever, small Pox, infantile
poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. This rural medical network
takes on even more importance as a result of the
exodus of the urban Populations on account of enemy
air attacks. The prompt evacuation, within a single
night, of Donghoi city, mear the 17th parallel, on
February 10, 1965, saved many human lives, for the
U.S. air pirates razed the city to the ground on the
very next day,

ang

The development of the village medical network
has led to the development

and consolidation of the
district medical network,

the district being an admr
nistrative unit immediately above the village. Before
U.S. aggression started, 1;il(i district was already the
prophylactic and therapeutic unit which directed ll}_’;
gienic and medical work in the villages. This un’lr
comprised a hygiene dispensary directing the ]')017‘"‘1{1c
hygiene movement in the countryside, (:ontx'()lllﬂg “L
yearly vaccination plan for the whole rlistrl:(ft: ‘R’;;?ﬂ}
ing epidemics and directing the fight against th

I3

i Health Service. ..
The =
. large collectivities
5 e 1 SChOOls)
fter hygien
ga

Jookif ites in the district; a dispensary for

. ion sl . . .
and constf‘fzn of mothers and children, which directs
tectl!
the pro

1, on birth control; a dispensary for- social

opaganda on. ight against tuberculosis, tra-
Pl directing the fight ag . .
diseases, ia. A 30-bed hospital received difficult

and malaria. A 5 : but
chom?if urgical as well as medical treatment, bu

or S . ) .
cases ny districts, until early 1964, opergtlons were
in ;na 3(;1 by surgeons from the provincial hospital,

ormec

E:Ffew districts had their own surgeons. I.n 1964, great
efforts were made to provide districts with Surgeon.s,
but not enough surgeons could be found for this
purpose. To stress the will of the Party and govern-
ment to continue the socialist development of the
country while fighting against U.S. imperialism, great
efforts were made to improve prophylactic and thera-

district hospitals
which woy)q efficient]
the Wounded in vij]
at ‘fhe district |

gency surgical services,
y direct first-aid care given to
ages and perform surgical operations
Ospitals themselves, so as to avoid

il to transport Patients in difficult co
€ pro 3 .

. - At the same time, an effort
: m'c_lde to €quip the district with la
: 1e.mcreasmg needs of the ¢

Ql‘)ideml
oloy 1
Chiery 81(_3 Work and of the

boratories.
linical, hygiene,

Y chepmicry : he fight against €éventual
Nt g tugr fancl biological warfare, The district
.1ﬁrfunst the neilmo become g Pivot in the struggle
Ing ' on t} ical fic

c;\qf;f‘““”d b }Zlonr(: the medical field, and every-
Ures ang _ © Provide it it}

B Vit ‘ p! With adequate

"ent o 4 Al meang, "o deve

lopment and  im-

16" Akt § o
bilit Istrict muyst be the

€s of the g
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criterion of efficient direction by the

health service. Cities and provincial townp TOVingjy
been evacuated in consequence of enemysb ha".in
the consolidation of the district network bemomb1

main task of the provincial health service, Thri]:e e
must be the foremost preoccupation of health lea?sk
cadres in war time. It will solve not only present ;ﬂg
also future problems, when after victory the e,ntit
country will face questions posed by industrializatioz
and the intensive development of agriculture.

The Provincial medical network, with its dispensaries
for hygiene work and fight against epidemics, its dispen-
saries for the fight against malaria, trachoma, leprosy,
for the protection of mothers and children, its central
hospital with various medico-surgical departments, had
to strengthen the district network by training cadres,
providing direct aid for difficult cases, periodically
inspecting medical work in the district. When the first
bombing raids took place, surgeons and physicians from
the provincial hospitals had to go to the Dbombed
villages to help the district surgical services and 16
from their experiences. At the same time, the provi¥”
cial hospitals had to complete their GQUiPment f'or
ckull and thorax surgery. Likewise, the Provmmal
dispensaries had to help strengthen the networ
district dispensaries. As the district service gradua'll}’
raised its medico-surgical and cpidcmiologic abim.les{
the provincial services increasingly engaged in eleax

research and in improving existing cadres and traini®®
new ones,

al medical network had the task of assist-
organizations in the training of cadres,
o their work. The research

1y controlling .
hospitals had to find the quickest

4 most practical solutions to problems posed by the

an

warl.
Progresst

Ancipal b

nned decentralization, such is the
aracteristic of the health service of the
DRYV. Already begun iI.l peace tiqle, it has had to‘ be
sceelerated to cope with Wz}r-t{me tasks. Medxco—
qurgical and prophylactic organizations 'plgced dlrecj‘tly
mder the Health Ministry assist provincial organiza-
tons, which in turn help district organizations,
the latter having to strengthen the base network
made up of infirmaries and dispensaries in villages
and cooperative farms. This decentralization has had
fo be effected at all levels to meet the new
urgent needs of defence through the improvement
and training of cadres, the control of their work,
and ’Eﬁchnical and material assistance. At the
ZZIS;;:EE,a;g t(1)1ver.all plan for the supply of new
bee . e improvement of the old one has
n carried out. The local budgets have to pay for all
tXpenses occasioned by th : ,
entire not y the rapid development of the
work of provinces and cities.

ve and pla

At the o

: am 1 3 N
Bve (g time as decentralization was effected to

Provin .
ces maximum autonomy, the health
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SeTVices were evacuated from
tryside. Hospitals and dispe
and camouflaged, like wilitary objectives. T
sal naturally led to new difficulties in 1d P
and organization, which had to be oyvc;cé?liljls .
necessary to return to the simplest condjt; o ot
pital organization, without o of ho,

BIVing up  copy;
o & - 1
efforts to raise the level of our iy

medicine, Fy
~ . 2] om amo
the complex techniques of modern medicine, we hnd
’ a

te choose those which are the most  efficacioyg

at the same time the simplest, Regarding treatm::td
we had to closely combine intra-hospital organizai
tion and extra-hospital organization, which must
complete each other. With respect to epidemiologic
and sanitary work, the dispensaries had to make
on-the-spot examinations, collect pathological products
and sometimes practise certain difficult techniques,
On the other hand, the implantation of provincil
medical services in the

the towns 4
nsaries hg € coy
ad to ha .. I

villages has raised the
medical level of the district and the village, ]_33’
bringing in new means, equipment and cadres. Dis-
persal has certainly created many difficulties for
modern services, but has made it possible for thefn‘ tf’
fulfil new tasks, expand the scope of their adiVltwbé
associate clinical medicine in hospitals with on-the-sp0
practical medicine, unify intra-hospital and e at;
hospital medicine, therapeutic medicine and Preventlv
medicine, theoretical studies with actual practice: Atie
the physician is no longer one for the patient Or, e
disease, but for man in all his complexity — i
psychic, ecologic, familial, social and economicC-

ik = %
The Hm[ﬂl Se,:[j_c{#_v_____ e e

w

New problems,

original solutions.

Enemy  bombing being

- od at paralyzing the economic life o.f the .country
e h the destruction of roads, factories, dikes and
g:g:lg our task is consequently to lir.nit the damage as
nuch as possible. Countless work sites have bfjcn set
up throughout the c'ountry for the r(»-pz‘lratmn of
damaged roads and bridges or the construction of new
ones. Hundreds of thousands of young people have
peen mobilized for work at these sites. What was
necessary was not merely to improvise a medical
service for these thousands of work sites, but to
organize a new one which could very quickly meet the
new needs. Here also, the medical organization of the
village and the district has made it possible, with the
aldition of more cadres and equipment, to fulfil the
"W fasks. With the subsequent creation of a health
¥Ivice at the Ministry of Roads and Communications
ad the_ improvement of that medical network, real
fﬁi"\c‘:;tl;j’es_ind curative medicine could be practised at
i now \SE\ieiZl \g}llere there was only one woad, there
. thr.e I1ere there was one bridge, there are
Means of Commj' in t.wo years of war, the nctwork of
an eXtmordinnchatlon of )the p.R.V. h.as developed
2ty hundreq kili:lz tpaace. lrovn.lces which had only
housang oy are res of practicable roads: now hav.e
Ylgantje Work 1_equiree t\sal?lfe by heavy \{ehlcles. This
; COnsege Strlnoblhza_tlion {)f considerable man-
% of the Ealtg My, mobilization and reorganiza-
S€rvices to carry out the new tasks,
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To maintain and develop industria] pProducti,, .
Wwas necessary to disperse the factories, Oy WO(;?{’ »
and engineers have shown Incomparable ingf"nuit\f-rg
maintaining and raising production. With the crea}ig
and development of local industries in acc '

_ L ordance yig
the Party’s directives, many local needs coulg be met
and the difficulties resulting from the destruction 0{

certain central heavy industries could be overcome,
The Ministry of Heavy Industry and the Ministry of
Light Industry have set up within a short time 2 me-
dical network serving the worker wherever he may b,
and nurseries and kindergartens of factories evacuated
to the countryside. Here again, the provincial medical
organizations have done great service during the first

stages of reorganization, by supplying cadres, equip-
ment and medicines.

Following its military defeats in South Vietnam and
the failure of its war of destruction against '\m.h
Vietnam, the U.S.A. now attacks dykes and dams lfl
an attempt to flood important agricultural areadz‘j
starve and drown millions of people, destroy hundre_;,
of thousands of habitations, kill cattle. The Vietnam-::t
people have an age-old tradition of struggle agﬁ‘r;‘
flood : each hectare of land saved for culture rye ier‘
sents centuries of efforts in the struggle ﬂgaiI‘St_ Wlaqu\'
The U.S. air pirates direct their attacks partict hlch
against provinces with a dense pOPUIation.and{anoi
rice production. The dyke protecting thc capital lrdi 5
has been bombed twice, Early i1n 1967, ,t‘he nbef
became much more frequent and in April, thetr e e
was three times greater than in April 1990

, .
The Health Serviee.--

ith their age-old experience and

Vietnamese pzzlélse;t“?heir dispoasgal, successfully strug-
s 'newtlgle destructions caused by the enemy. The
gle against apher Gourou described in these terms the
French %ec;if e z;fter one of those floods so frequent under
delta]?:nisal ferrime . “ This country... locked like desert
éi;gj where, gesides the half-ruined villages, nothing
denoted the secular labour of man. Lanes, streams,
hollows, everything was levelled : over vast desoltate
spaces, not a blade of grass, not a tomb, not a sign
of life.”” (““ The Peasants of the Tonkin Delta” p. 86).
This is the kind of catastrophe that Washington wants
to provoke. In face of the enemy’s will of destraction,
hundreds of thousands of men and women are standing
by with their tools and equipment, ready at any
time, day and night, to fill up the least gap dug by
US. bombs. And to serve these hundreds of thousands
of laborers, thousands of health cadres from farm cooper-
"mVE_S and villages have been mobilized. The district
0‘? ltsls are ready at any time to rush personnel
perfi;; :.he “bombed dykes to give help, even to
of the vililarglcal operations. The medical organization
g€¢ and of the cooperative constitutes the

aSiC 0 : y . .
distye . S30ization, which is assisted by those of the
Btrict g ¥

nd the Province.

me :
devey Zt the Immense needs
- n f)f the health servi
' 'O Increase the product

resulting from the
ces, we had, on the
lon of medicines and




! ]’”l”“““"sc‘-s‘zudic,\.
equipment, and on the other hand, rely on aid
socialist countries. We also had, in accordance y:

government directives, to disperse the factories ‘thh
trolled by the Health Ministry, enlarge local factorioeh.
and build new ones. The use of m ;

1 o edical materig] of
aditional medicine made it possible to popul

from the

S _ arize anq
develop the manufacture of new medicines in the pro.

vinces. Some villages have become self-sufficient

in
essenti

itial medicines through local production, Wity
thorough decentralization, medical needs could be
met even m case of massive bombing and interruption

all communications. Many provinces, with the assis-
tance of local engineering shops and workers, have
urned remains of downed U.S. planes into tools used
im minor surgery, gynecology, ophthalmology and oto-
rhino-laryngology.

The swift development of the medical network
requires new efforts in the distribution of medicines and
equipment. In comparison with the distribution of
equipment, that of medicines is less tightly p!amle‘d.
so as to allow a simpler regulation. Planning and dis-
ribution must also satisfy the requirements of the
most heavily bombed localities, which need particulurly
farge stocks of medicines. Decentralization of pro
duction has resulted in better coordination :un(‘“if
provincial distribution services. Many villages B
have their own stocks of medicines: the P““Mmt l‘(‘:
longer has {o make a long, often perilous, jmn'm'Y. .“
buy medicines, and the health officer in the village !
ionger incets with difficalties for his ]n-mrrip(mn."n

yita
many  provinces and districts, the hosl

besides

21

TR ————————_
ot o i s

1he Health Service. .
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drug-stores have been set up to serve am-

armay> cople.
pulatory btl‘;l;;)evlcr increasing needs for cadres at all
le:,;fﬂfc was necessary fco im}?r(‘“’t‘ ‘th“ '(l;"a-lifjlcf“'i‘;f‘
(isting cadres and train new ones on a (‘FM_ECJ e.
"fvcf“? in 19535, we had one doctor for every 150,000
-“‘hl}lt'tints aand I assistant-doctor for every 80,000 in-
ml:)a';in(ts ten years later, in 1965, we had one doctor
;?rle‘/er); 8,700 inhabitants and X hca'lth oﬁic%‘r
for every 1,850 inhabitants. Even with this effor.t, it
would have been impossible to meet the needs of the
people’s war, in face of the destruction of human lives
caused by enemy bombing, had new views not been
adopted on the training of cadres. As the base network
was staffed with assistant - doctors, nurses, midwives,
sanitary agents of villages and cooperatives, this per-
snel had to be improved so as to be able to give
first aid in case of serious shocks caused by bombing,
adequately treat war wounds, immobilize fractures for
i?g‘llzlc)z;titftlgn The war needs should not result in
of huy It; faeec erélovecxlnceln't o.f general hyglen.e: prob.lem
s, mosqudton, érint . rml?mg x‘vate.r: the f}ght ziigamst
hoid feoy te,taa S;mass vacc.matlons ags:unst cholera,
tocopewitl e,v entumisl;.Preparatmns should also be m‘ade
Weapons i : al biological war, or to detect chemical
give t; Vhich could be used by the enemy, and to
— Heatment iy case of poleaning s e P

poisoning. Major hospitals and

reh(’ilrch "
chargeq stitutes under  the Health Ministry are

St with ; :
Medicq Cn(]mlnprovmg the qualifications of provincial
i‘*t(luim "“‘)\;fl(\‘llll(), N turn, will transmit their newly-
Bt 2pe ¢ :
6,10 caglyp (f} llo district medical cadres, and the
Villages and cooperatives,

in

P
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s L 7__7‘}’77'(231[1”,030 S
; The war requires a greatl =
surgeons: the provincial surry\
district ; they themselves 1tt(‘u
by Hanoi surgeons. eac

Ncreased
1011§ train thoge
nd refreg .

fresher Courseg )

T
) s G’&Cll sur S

c ” urger \Y
adres”, this slogan has been . 8CTy to a Elvey

w , . in —
here, and all hospitals have bec t? practic
< en tr

n um

schools of surgery @ © every,
disonso;’f ;?loeeii :'1M:n'ylgpe'cmli8ts in pedlilftf-(i)cr:n?nd e
bccc:.)me surgeons, spfcli(aelsss lﬁl&; ('”' Pllti‘siologgylt;ran‘fl
?atlon, and ophthalmologists ()rl ng:lf;{let1CS and reani
W?:EIELLLOH:E ;)rx;ac;itioners of general s-nlll‘g);:;.y?ﬁ?jof o
proasd with ime, nearly all districts have o

ith surgeons. > been

Bu s war s Dr
e i i
of war wounds, né11ro—i)s clnfittmmrtIS el
or to cure, for this W"xry ft o g lf-)l{l)lcs o
against the civilian 1. ; quxecedgntcd -

an population will certainly leave scars
on people’s souls as well as bodies. We shall have to
bandage the wounds of South Vietnam liberated after
more than twenty years of war, the cruel and indes-
cribable wounds inflicted by the most ferocious and
savage enemy of all times: American imperialism. The
future will also see the development of a highly
scientific medicine, The training of new cadres at all
levels must be done at an accelerated pace. The deve
lopment of laboratories, that of the production an

L
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4 tion Of medicines have revealed a lack of equi-
it between the number of medical cadres, itself
o sufficient, and that of laboratory technicians and
sill m; oy cadres. This state of things should be changed.
Pmrxr_l:ﬂ)’ problems having pushed fundamental resear-
» ground it is necessary to have more

the back
damental sciences to raise the scientific

dis
fibrium

ches int®

cadres of fun .
fevel of our medicine and tackle theoretical problems
e

ssed by the results of practice. As Hippocrates said,
5 .
ﬁafter all, it is the treatment which reveals the nature

of the disease- "

In the field of medical research, Vietnam has defined
its own line based on the concrete conditions of
medical practice, and on its achievements, The
legacy left in I054 by 8o years of colonialism and 9
years of war was appalling. Frightful hygiene condi-
tions both in the countryside and the cities, epidemics
common to all countries in the world such as measles,
whooping cough, influenza, poliomyelitis, and epidemics
particular to so-called under-developed countries, such
as small pox, cholera, colibacillary diarrhoea, bacillary
and amaebic dysentery, typhoid and paratyphoid fever,
not to mention endemic malaria, intestinal parusitosis,
Fuberculosis and venercal diseases: this picture in
1t.Stflf constituted a physical indictment of coloniza-
tion. From a general mortality rate of 2o to 30 per
thousand, within ten years the D.R.V. has gone down
to one of the lowest rates, 7 per thousand, thanks to
an organization which extends into the villages, and
also to the development of medical rescarches. These
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r(-\:searches have a practical aim :

n_lzation with arms which mu‘st
simple and not dangerous, in order
within a short time these age-old

blems of human faeces and of drinki

to Provide our

be effjenn:  Ol&a
ICacigyg

to allow it to q

SCOurgeS_ The

. . Ng water
source of most infectious diseases of intest;
5U1

g et e
b ywhere, in the countrye
well as the cities. Multiple or mixed i tysde )
ve%ccinations on a large scale have made it ;:i?mic
wipe out infectious diseases and eliminate epic;eniicto
The use of ‘locally made Sabin-Chumakov vaccine hass
stopped poliomyelitis which had made ravages among
the children. Vaccination with killed B.C.G. and ambu-
latory treatment with I.N.H., biogenous stimulins and
Bacillus Subtilis have considerably lowered the morbi-
dity and mortality rates of tuberculosis. Vietnamese
surgery and . surgical specialities have in certain fields
their own techniques, such as non-bleeding hepaticrese¢
tions. The study of traditional medicine has also been
made on modern bases and has brought many practice!
results. The war against the U.S. aggressors has P
new problems which had to be urgently solved. Shock
resulting from war wounds in all forms has had 0
be promptly treated on a large scale, and with t.he
most efficacious and simplest means. The sam¢ “.ntlh
wounds on soft parts of the body, and open multP”
or closed fractures. Practical solutions must al%
found against eventual biological and chemical Warms
a barbarous and ruthless enemy. All these prOble

Cfeat

i Pro.
nal origin

t&nks an(i
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solved by our physicians, as well as the pro-
e 10 bé ly of medicines in case roads are cut and
plem Of bulfa% ~d. We have not been taken by surprise
orts ploe s of this scope, as each hospital, each dis-
by Problezl art from their daily tasks, also had their
ensar}l’; lans. These problems have been included in
reseafcsealr)ch plans of all provinces, which had to be
t};f;v?ze 4 with theoretical and practical means for

solving them.

A positive
palance-sheet

With a medical organization
extending down to the villages and hamlets, with well-
trained cadres, the D.R.V. has been able to overcome
ifficulties created by the war. By 1965 and 1966, all
villages in the plain and go per cent of the villages in
the mountainous regions had set up their own infir-
maries. 80 per cent of these infirmaries have assistant
doctor§. Each village has on an average 20 nurses
?1“‘11 mld\yiyes and often a physisian practising traditio-
ﬂ?e \I;li“:lchcme. First aid for the wounded is given in
Oftheld'a%e- or the hamlet itself, with the as§istance
d o ':}Sl rict surgeon for difficult cases. Shock is treat-
of trapg & :PO_‘E, thus avoiding .the difficult problem
Ombingsor ation. In the provinces where frequent
i, Surgﬁl(:lake such transportation particularly hazard-
SUrgical o ens come to the villages to operate. Many
groung Opi rz i?loﬂs have -thus been performed in under-

Ing-rooms in villages, while enemy planes

Py
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still roared overhead, and many humanp Ii
’{E—en_ saved. Except for a few rr;ountain di 1}/ G-:S bay,
r:‘:s::ﬁ«:‘t _hospi‘a!s now have their own sural‘C;s]tnCts' g
and their own surgeons. Recalling that asclat i
nearly all operations had to be done in ° 8 19fy
f‘:@sp:tals, one can realize what prodigious effglzvmdai
been made to train surgeons and provide the g
with zi}c— necessary surgical equipment. Thank o
extensive network of base organizati i
e 1ons, to the devo
t;s:@ ;nd competence of our cadres, to efficacious thoush
simple methods of treatment, in a war when tine moit
;"2:”’_3.6:}.'0}15 We':;‘xpons have been Profusely used by a
Te_oaoug enemy, the rate of mortality from war wounds
fé got high. First of all, thanks to‘collective shelters,
individual shelters, underground passages, the number
of killed and wounded is relatively low, over Qo per
cent of the victims having been killed or wounded
_When not in the shelters. The medical corps considers
'ﬂ_ a duty to take part in this civilian defence, to give
it a strong impetus, since prevention is at the base of
our. medicine. Digging trenches, individual shelters,
m}qerground passages, all that is for preventing the
effects of air bombing or shelling by artillery.
the ratio of wounds caused by light weapons Wa a3
per cent in World War II, 23 per cent in the Kored”
war, in North Vietnam, all wounds have been ¢aus
by bombs, rockets and artillery shells, The woun
caused by these weapons are much more serious and
often multiple wounds do not spare any par
body. Those caused by steel-pellet bombs ar€
very complex.

ofted

While |

¢t of the |

i e E T

network improves, the rate of
ounded has been conside-rably
y attacked provinces,
6o per cent lower

medical

.et’ as 0 T
) jity among the W ”
gort2 ¢ of the most heavi
gbb was

fowered. In on . "
than the rate of mortality

the rate O~ "

fhan 1D 1955;&;5 wounded during the Korean war and
among A7 wounded in Algeria. In one of the most
FreIlChmenbombed cities, this rate was 6 times lower
y ths before, in 1966. The network of first
f shock set up in cooperatives and
efficacious as it ensures
tment for the wounded
thanks to methods

f;fquentl
than 6 mON
2id and treatment O
villages has proved to be Very

most rational and simple trea

within the very first minutes,
which are continuously improved, thus avoiding loss of

fime and difficult transportation, requiring only
pol_ve‘thylene tubes for serum perfusion. In the above-
“;eﬂt;fﬂed province, in 1965, the U.S. air pirates
atta 1 3
” tlieed I:?93' times in 699 places: the surgical team
oy [fnovmual hospital had to come 143 times to the
C istT .
enemy :ttszdlgtmt and village teams. In 1966, the
CKe 2,75 : .
Provincial surgicq] 757 times in 1,433 places: the
tnes, Tn. 106 team had to intervene only 31
. 9%, 19 per cent of ¢
o e provincial  gypg; ases were operated on
berjfps in 1966 attended tea[tTls o SoupEmiiey e
ns orrended to twi
g S the district Wice as many wounded
Nization and provincial tea
Whicy 1, °f cooperatives, v e Lhe base
4 showp i hhe villages and districts
tre igh efficiency in peace-ti '
AUmepy » M3 also pr peace-time epide-
of way - p O.Ved to be efficient in th
S. With this bage organizati y
on,



the difficult and urgent problem of v
ation has been solved. To the mobi]
in attending to his own wounded,
spot immediate treatment, by our anizatjg,
This base organization makes it possible for us to facn:
a long war: it is the expression of the people’s v,
strategy in the medical field. Created through immey,
efforts during ten years of peace, it has successfully

tackled the new tasks imposed by the U.S, Wit it
aggression,

f”lr-time transport
ity of the Cncm\:
We  oppose On-ty,
base org

Thanks to this base organization, the D.R.V. has
also been able to ward off epidemics which could have
had disastrous effects in war time. The war of destruc
tion by air bombing, by killing men and cattle,
destroying water reservoirs and sanitary works, is o
itself the source of numerous epidemics. Biological and
chemical warfare, which the Americans have frenziedly
prepared and are beginning to carry out, tops the
long list of U.S. crimes, We must be ready to copf
With any eventuality. That is why the prophyla®
problem has been given particular attention.

In 1965 and 1966, as a result of the impulse gV
by Party organs in provinces, towns, districts, villag®
and Cooperatives, thanks to the cadres of our ) baS‘f
Organizations, our hygiene and epidemiology &P ?1?9
saries, considerable work has been done to solve !
problems of human faeces and of drinking water i
two years, and particularly in 1966, more double Selzteln
tanks have been built ang more wells sunk than 1

. ,h——_..,
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es most heavily attackvfl
n surpassed the qthma
city of Hanol has
ting an end to the

The provinc
> eve

. i pirates have € :
- gented effort. The

: sti ut
s question, [ ‘ o
g e t transportation of facces 1n

cace.

e
E the {

in this unprece
l ly solve

finite L
defin s and unpleasan

, . g as carried
angero . 3 66, vaccination was ca
W v, Tn 1965 and 10 gteri apern
the city- 11 ale than during the preceding years.

out on @ larger sC e
i -cination by S¢ s
des vaccin y sc ation g small pos

o tradermic vaccination with killed B.C.G., poly

and intre

wlent intradermic vaccination by a ”si.ngllu 1;1][((gvt(1;)5n
against cholera, typhoid fever and pai a't.yp‘.l()l( , e t,
fetanus, has been effected. Per os VaC(..‘l.lli.ltlon agains
poliomyelitis with Sabin-Chumakov vaccine h'its been
crried on despite transportation difficulties. To meet
these needs, the Hygiene and Epidemiology Institute
bas had to make greatly increased efforts to manu-
facture the vaccine. In 1965 and 1966, the Institute

broduced 131 million doses of various vaccines. Thanks

to ﬂ.liS gigantic effort in the
Vaccmation, no

arification against small pox

fields of hygiene and
"appeareq, desdiattgetr}??sdcpi(l.omi~cs i appc‘ared -
i, b, Sn[])au € destructions caused by ‘th.e
Pox and cholera had been elimi-

- ven small seasonal
a have become rarer,
1ygiene measures and
Mnsatisfactorily applied. The
also being carried op, More
{:WO years have achieved the
1S effort has maqe it possible
ous regigl(;mf the plain 1 migrate
Ormerly infested i

with

Ocalitieg where |
fighy , . ° are sti]
S .malaria is




30

Vie
T Wi
\"1185
~

malaria, and this migrati
’ migration hag
45 contribyteq

economic deve
velopment of the country, © th

The protection of mothers and child

made great advance. The sinking of et bas al
building of bathrooms in the counrrvsid;w;l“? ol
xvomen mﬁeet their daily hygiene nc&ls, whiihpwffjsam
iorsesﬂzle in fox‘r}rxer days. Investigations made in (11110:
: n cop;?eratlves have shown that wherever ther
IS a 5uff1c10nt number of wells and bathrooms, the
proportion of cervicitis and vaginitis is comparatively
lowe.r. Gynecology services have been created in district
hospitals for the treatment of women’s most common
diseases. A number of villages have also been provided
with these services. Birth control propaganda, for the
protection of the mothers’ health, has been carried on. In
some provinces the rate of population increase has beet
lowered from 34 per thousand in 1963 to 25 PCT thor
sand in 1965. In Hanoi, in 1965, this rate dropped 10
22 per thousand. Nurseries and kindergartens desp*

o - e ot o i} .d. In som°
wartime difficulties, have also develope Ked
provinces, the number of children kept and 100 20
after in such establishments has risen from 10 tOthis
per cent. In the more heavily attacked Provmces’a
rate is highest. The U.S. aggressors have not Sgtﬂte
the children. The bombing by U.S. planes of 2
farm in Quang Binh province killed 20 childre:
of encmy attacks, cooperative farms, like Shae g ¥
have divided their nurseries and kindergarte”

50
he

Service. .. 3z

mall units, which are provided with air-raid
1 underground passages. It is a moving, and

same time comforting spectacle to see the chil-
! theon hearing an air raid warning, calmly slip into
?;zfr’ shelters. Moving, because of the daily threats to
heir lives, and comforting, because it shows that even

kiddies have
A great effort has been made to develop medical

researches  and the manufacture of medicines. The
treatment of shock from war wounds and commotions
s ensured throngh a wide use of wvarious artificial
serums, N.T.9 (1) and retro-styloidian injections. The
use of these methods in the above-mentioned province
has resulted in lowering the mortality rate by 6o per
cent in a year, when the number of wounded has risen
by 80 per cent. A new impetus has been given to the
treatment of fractures by traditional methods, which
have been perfected as a result of anatomical and
physiological studies. The dressing of infectious war
wm'mds, open fractures and burns with the use of
liflclé'lus subtilis fluid, has been studied with encoura-
t:z]g frs:“itesr;ti:lilkiwi‘se', Infmy sgrgical techniques, reser-
3 the g & 10spitals pntll a few yca‘rs ago, such
liver, haye no\;“{)a}i of diseased matter in lung zlpd
Sitgical teams Integ,l;n tq bc‘a Perf.ormed by provincial
Vaccin COmpr.izjn radermic 1n]ecF10ns of a polyvaler.lt
and Paratyphoud gfea vaccine a-gamst chqlera, typi.l()ld
6., bave beey ver, tetamc. anatoxin anq kl‘”.(ld

perfected, which makes vaccinations

separat® °
Shelth'S anc

Jearnt how to defend themselves.

(1) 4
broduct of Vietnamese labovatovies.
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simpler and more efficacious. New met‘hm‘is make
possible to preserve and tra,n§p01:t th‘e Sabin Vacein,
Vaccinations against leptospirosis with a vaccipe o
killed bacilli have also been performed. Wide yge of
killed B.C.G on children and allergic ErOWN-ups (12 my.
lion doses prepared in two years) has resulted j N

lowering of the tuberculosis rate even in war time,

The stody of traditional medicine has led to the popu.

of the wse of some vegetal extracts for the

of Intoxication, hepatic insufficiency, helmiy.

rheumatoid polyarthritis, smake bites, and g
::‘:x:: of acupuncture in pediatrics. Closely
combining modermm medicine and traditional medicine,
n the basis of practical resulis obtained, our physi-
pharmacists and chemists are conducting new
researches on drugs and methods of treatment, thus
posing new theoretical problems which will graduall.}'
be solved through experimentation and treatment.
Epidemiologic investigations made with tpe coog_efa-
tion of laboratories of immunology and b19chemx>ar§
have uncovered a few hitherto unknown diseases fanu
tackled new prophylactic and therapeutic problems.
nst 2 ruth

ization ant
to

To sum up, in two years of war agal
less enemy, the development of our organt ot
researches has given an unprecedented Ampe o
our health services. It has given our medlcmt?os il
dynamism and put the new medical generat! 0 the
the new leading cadres to the test. Con’gr?fliy orgalh
U.S. aggressors’ expectations, our medica -

: D . ds, its Pré-
zation, with its cadres, its methods, lt I:S over
sense as regards prophylaxis and treatment, umbes ol

come all difficulties created by them. The

iet‘names[, Studl’e i
O
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increased and their quality has imp x..ovetdf.

our cadre® ha‘Sde it possible to maintain a duration o
which bas edical studies and five years for pharma-
six years for M ith a view to the future. Besides the
ceutical studies, w¥ f - cesenpiliers, we HESES

. ww eeneration of young N

rising new & rienced practitioners who carry out with
by Of\ Cctpgnd devotion the difficult daily tasks in war
anpt}ttum;o years, 1,357 doctors have graduated from
t;:e.;\{;dical College and 3,408 assistant‘-doctors from
provincial medical schools. At the.same time, 355 Phar—-
macists and 236 assistant-pharmacists have been trame@.
Nearly all physicians have attended refresher courses, in
order to be able to fulfil their new tasks. The training
of laboratory technicians has also been promoted on a
large scale. The number of village midwives and nurses
has increased, and nearly all of these have undergone
refresher training, so that in each village there are now
::is:tm average three nurses and one midwife. The
. n:C:n(c)if ;1;(115 base networ.k explains why in spite of
, espread bombing by the U S. air pirates,
give on-the-spot treatment to

It has beep possible to
my’s organizational mobility we

the Wounded. To the €ne
Ve o 3
PPosed a fixed apg ubiquitous base organization

and mobjle district 5

nd provincial Organization .
*
To
_ out
t‘;lfpher of medxcithls heavy task, our Pharmacy, the
o Poduct g ange has had tq make great efforts for
§ ction distribution of
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with 1065, 56 per cent in comparisgn
In 1066, our sales network of pharmar;eutic
mcreased by 55 per cent in comparison With
almost every village having its owp drugst I,
the most threatened provinces, the stock Ofr’“:- b
tial medicines is sufficient for severa] years, Th,;c
maceutical industry, which is beginning to de‘/é}()@r.
the provinces, will soon be able to meet the |, i
peeds, =

Yy
lieh,

WHEN U.S. aggression started, the foremost

question put to our medical corps was
whether we should resign ourselves to seeing the
wounded die, our hospitals collapse, the former
epidemics return, or we should prove ourselves
capable not only of facing the danger but al»
continuing the building of a socialist medicine,
begun ten years ago. If this question had not been
correctly answered nothing could have been done.

The foremost task was to ensure a thorough ideo

logical education for aj] cadres, who studied the
general situation in the country from every angle
The basis for that education was constituted by @
analysis by the Vietnam Workers’ Party of th
strengths and weaknesses of U.S, imperialism 37
of our own people’s weaknesses and immen%

possibilities, of the tasks faced by the Vietnamé

people — from an international as well as natio

35

f view and the consciousness of our being

Jble of defeating the U.S. aggressors.
fully cag’nvmc ed of our ability to win, our medical
Firmlyhcave been working with a new spirit. Apply-
cadre® the medical field the strategy of tne people’s
ing toh have shown unequalled devotion, rapidly
War"t eg;d of obsolete practices and views, show-
gettlng tiveness at all levels, in the technical as
ing 7 ganizational field. Medical workers, from

11 as or] . ‘
Zjlege professors to village nurses, are animated

with the same will, the same spirit'. They ar_e ?n’en
and women deeply conscious of their respons1b1hty
to their fatherland and their profess%on. .They
are acting like combatants, like revolutionaries.

To the deluge of steel and fire poured by the
U.S. imperialists on our cities and villaggs, we
oppose men determined to serve and to win. To
the destructive techniques of the most highly
industrialized imperialist power, we oppose 2
revolutionary organization and a revolutionary
conception of medicine.

int O

In a word, revolutionary man has got -the bettf:r
of brutal technique, in the medical field as
others.

(It will be difficuit to undﬁrsta':i[ f:i
successes vecorded by North Vieinamese meaic
in war time withowt a knowl .
line which inspires it. We have thnmg:st lé::-;éfﬁzi
to veproduce in full in the 'f,ollowntkg e
“Unterview with Dr Thach” publis

issue of May, 1905).

edge of the general




Interview with
Doctor Pham Ngoc Thach

Minister of Health

Vietnamese Studies. — Your minisiry has vecently made a
report om its activities during the past ten years (1). We
should be glad to inform our veaders on the main points in
this report, especially this one: How has a poor country like
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam succeeded within a few
years in setting up a wmedical and saniiary organization

which can meet most exiensive needs ?

Dr. Thach. — You have correctly presented the problem :
a poor country with few resources aud enormous needs is
facing an apparently insoluble contradiction. To be more
precise, our country in 1955 was not only poor; to age-old
misery was added the havoc wrought by several vears of
war. The population was threatened with famine. Moreover —
and we should not be afraid of using the right word — we
Were a backward country. Centuries of feudalism followed
by nearly a century of colonial regime had left our country
in a state of unthinkable backwardness. People still drank
Water from stagnant pools and invoked the spirits when
they fen i1,

\ .
ont  returined 10 Hanot
f war (1946—1954):

o) 1955—1965. The D.R.V. govern»
Octover 10, 1954, after eight years ©.
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V.S How was the health situation ?

o1 of people suffered fr
Dr. Thach. — Millions : fh Esan s om Malyyj,
and trachoma, hundreds o o Tom  tuberg

yhi % 0Sjz |
venereal diseases and leprosy, while practically the ¢ i,

opulation was infected with intestinal Parasites
?ntistinal infections of all kinds were rampant: g;

; al’l‘hoe;;
dysentery, enteritis, which attacked adults apq

A . hilgs,
indifferently. And then each deh\_/ery .and childbirth PYOV()};:;
dangerous puerperal and umbilical infections, PHEUmoma

measles, whooping-cough, diphtl‘leria, typhoid fever, e
most frequent. And in the following years there were Serioy,
epidemics of influenza and poliomyelitis.

V.S.— As far as I know, theve weve less than one Wndyyg
physicians, to care for !hOS.B millions oflsick people. |
vecall my visits to some hospitals at that time: what [ g,
looked vather like vefuges for the dying. How did yoy figh
the battle ?

Dr. Thach.— What would you do if you were respons.
ble for the health of the population ?

V.S. — I would ask the government fo build big hosﬁitalls,
buy medicines and modeyn equipment, invite f.oitlgij
specialists to give treatment to sick 7.‘>eo;b‘le. and tm}iy.!}:l:’
physicians. Isn't health the most precious thz'ng, for w t; ;
sacrifice would be too great? During the Resistance, ;:naf;i};a!s
my friends who weve physicians drveamt of up-to-date 0;
that would be built after independence had been vecoverét.

havé
Dr. Thach.— Certainly, during the last few years we

ipment
built quite a number of hospitals with modern eeqlégpbriﬂg
specialists from fraternal countries have COI! . et ¢
us precious aid. Our government has made flces Many ol
substantial grants to the people’s he‘alth' Se.r:orl' mediol
our physicians urged action in that direction; 1 it octe?
has made great progress in the last few years &

peen longing to have the most mode
pave the sick. This is a legitimate desi
tmt-;nthat our efforts have not been conce
adm!
aSPect‘

8, i don’t quite understand why doctoys
. to}" all think of tveating theiv patients wi}, 44,
firs s means which the development of scipn,

™0 methods i
e, but I myust
Ntrated op this

should not
e most eff;-

1 ¢ ha
caclot S made

ayailﬂble-

Dr. Thack.— You have mentioned the battle we had to
foht. It was indeed a war against diseases. In the first place,
e had to determine a strategy adapted to conditions in our
country. Had we simply built hospitals, how many of them
would we have to build to receive and treat those millions of
sick people 7 How many doctors, how much medicine would
be required 7 You give treatment to one patient while bund-
reds are waiting at the door of your establishment. We should
have placed ourselves in an untenably defensive position. And
what is worse, a patient who had been cured might soon be
ill again with the same disease or another one.

We have resolutely adopted an offensive strategy : to
attack diseases at their roots before they appear. In other
words : Prevention is better than cure!

V.S.— Does this in

any way affect the treatment of
patients ?
~ Dr. Thach.— Not at all. We think that treatment is very
Isﬂiiportant‘ but we don’t regard it as the only objective, the
Ole aj

m of medicine ;
cure they

treatment

we treat patients as individuals to
and alleviate their sufferings, but we consider the
efficac; given to each of them a link contributin:g to more
Source 10ufs PreVeﬂtilon of diseases. A cured patiegt is one less
beCOmeo contamination. With proper educatmfl he may
diseageg aIfg pail Propagandist for the measures Wthl.l prevent
Majn as. We look at it that way medicine comprises three
pectg

DR _
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ene to ensure 3 heﬁlth
y

casures Of general hygi

social environment; ) et
_— massive inoculation against specific diseases; ,, d

__ diligent care and appropriate treatment for ty, i

VS, What do you mean by “‘ ensuring a healthy Socig)

environment”’?

Dr. Thach. — We have mentioned the poverty and by,
wardness of our people. Our compatriots live in conditiop,
which are favorable to the spread of many diseases. Tq thin

only of treating the sick, without seeking to improve living

conditions and to eliminat
You re
How did people use them ?

V.S. — I remember very well. People came there to wash

clothes, rice, vegetables, to bathe themselves. Buffaloes came 1y |

drink or wallow in the water. Pond water was also wused for
cooking food. The ground in the vicinity was littered with gar-
bage and each rain brought into the pools all kinds of refus.

Dr. Thach., — You have omitted the most important detail:
the rains also brought into the pools fecal matters from men
and beasts, for people had the habit of relieving themselves
in any place they found convenient. The water of the pools
thus became a real nursery for germs, a conce
for eggs of all kinds of intestinal parasites. You can €
see how this favored the spread of many diseases: diarrhoe?,
dysentery, typhoid fever and other intestin
think of a physician who has used a lot of an
cure a man from dysentery, for instance ; the patient get-:‘h“:k_
is discharged, only to carry on with the practicg Of. lan
ing water from the pool where he also washes hlf’ ”ceo 5
vegetables. You may also remember the flies swarming &
the heaps of garbage and fecal discharges pefore de -
on the food, or on the lips and eyes of people: © 5

-
| o

e some practices, would be futile, |
member the ponds in our villages a few years ago?

ntration point |
asily |

al infections. No¥ |
tibiotics ¥ |

r

scendiﬂg L

cially: Remember the.triad: water, feca)
esp® s (flies, fleas, mosquitoes...). Sinking we])
insecle to drink only boiled water, building 1,
peoP ad other insects thus became foremost

flies & y
pedical service-

Among the measures of general hygiene, we should also
education in cleanliness: cleanliness of food, clothes and

Mmatters, and
S, persuading
trines, killing
tasks for the

ite . y
;;ilving quarters. Ensuring for instance, that each member of
, family has his or her own towel has been a great task.

By persuaxling midwives in the countryside to deliver

) an aseptic manner and to cut the umbilical cord
with sterilized instruments, .the infantile and puerperal mor-
tality rate has beex? considerably reduced, and this has
pmved more efficacious than massive importation of anti-

piotics.

pabies 1Tt

V.S, — Besides measuves of geneval hygieme, aven’t there
special measures for @ number of diseases ?

Dr. Thach. — Firstly, there are large-scale vaccinations
andinoculations against small pox, cholera, typhoid fever, teta-
nus, poliomyelitis, tuberculosis. For years, there has been in
North Vietnam no case of smallpox, cholera or plague, while
1o other country in South East Asia has been completely
spared. In our country, typhoid fever and poliomyelitis are
on the way to extinction. Modern medicine also puts at our
disposal efficacious means of treating malaria, tuberculosis,
:EI;ZS;Y; there are many ac‘tive antibiotics against various
ey iZns. By closely combining measures of general hyg?ene
! oculations and specific treatment, we have obtained
mportant results.

V\' == 4 . .
Where S"i. But doesn’t all that vequire considerable personnel ?
Officer W you get the doctors, nurses, midwives, SAnitary
S todo all these lashs ?

D
“aont. LH4ch.— That is the main problem. There is an
emjg »’

way of doing things, which means reserving the

s
TR

T T Rl T

B
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wee of medicine  for gpecialists with  several ye,
”m . B medical colleges. Anvone treating trac
o through seven Years of medical gepr

was muimi o 5“ NS A o
fllowed by three years' specialisation I oplithat

Refore giving an injec
and midwives had to study for se\'era!‘ vears before gety

their cernficates. Had we followad this academic way,
would have at best given treatment to a few  thousangg of
pavients. But far w who are building socialism, under
joadership of & Marxist-Leninist party, medicine has to hay
a oaass character. We rely on the creative spirit of the mase

sion or delivering an infant, “UN; i

snd believe that once thev are conscious of the wmportany |

of & tion thev will find means to solve it. There an

among the masses people of all walks of life who have s
passion for medicine and who after a short course of specife
training, become good nurses or sanitary officers and am
able 1o give adequate care to patients suffering from malany
trachoma, tuberculosis... Within a few years we have succeedsd
by this method in building up 3 network of assistant-phys:
; wives, nurses and sanitary officers covering the
whole rural area of our country. In each village, delivery
is nmow carried out in an aseptic manner, the inhabitan®
can obtain imjections against smallpox, cholera, typhod
fever, ew., get first aid in case of sudden illness &
accident. For each district, which is made up of se\'fﬂ'?{
villages, we have a rural hospital which can treat senot

cians, mud

s. In eah

flnesses, and carry out simple surgical operation N
be emp>

provincial town there is a polyclinic. But it should

sized that this medical network directs its efforts v 4

toward the prevention of diseases. e

V.S. — How eficient are the cadves trained s0 mﬁ'd"h‘"
on swch o lavge scals? T could wot help Jacling some *PP™
sion when I learnt, for imstance, that village san!

mcrneTm e

jtary oF"

futertio

Hy performing susgical operations

were a4 "
anses: Mropiow (1)

Dr- Thachk. — Yes, we now have "
illage cadres who can perform such operationg g cur -
‘n’pi(m which is so frequent a complication of tr;c‘;,:l‘
;!umm..js. of thousands of entropion cases have bee o

‘a our villages. "I‘h.is is almost incredible, but trye After
weeks of training, our village cadres can pchu;x:; tha
qargics Jd 0Pcr.;t.ion. The number of entropion cases in the
country are now estjmate(} at over a mullion. How could vou
operate on all of them if you had to wait until you had
enough certificated surgeons? To try to solve our problems
an academic way would be like fighting our war of nationaj
liberation only with regular troops, commanded by officers
smduatr:d from military colleges. You know how our armed
forces were organised during the Resistance, don't yvou?

g few

VS. — There were vegular (roops who had received advanced
insiruction and frainimg . lksy weve ablz fo fight om ali
wrrains, engage in all forms of warjare, and wers preparad fa
inferoens In arduous combats. These regular forces whose number
was relatively small were assisted by a whole network of regional
forces ard village self-dsfemce umits whick operaisd iwm ihesr
orh regions and villages. The combalanis im these regionad
m.riii‘age formaiions participated in the fighting whils
wnliRuiNg thelr work inm the jields: ihey weve peasanis i
drms. The regular forces were the top of a vast pyramid whase

was our enfire 2 . ;

S tive people who had rissm up againsi the

g D'd Thach. — Well, our medical organization is like that
¥mid you have mentioned. The village sanitary cadre is

g-:?JEE””Of’iOm a frequent complication of irackoma, is &
i m:“‘wds of the eyelids, which cawses the evelashes 1o
Wously against the eyeballs. Its treatmeni Comsists

% 8 Suros
Surgical excision of the edges of the eyelsds.

e el 7N
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. o in the beginning defendeq ,.
like the local Il)a:t-l:agr “;h pamboo pike then little by ht}tlll:
village with a ax; ifle, £0 attack a patrol, then to Captyy,
Jearnt tohl?and}e e After a few years of Practice, X
small n:uhtal')'ﬁp?l in a hospital or some complementa
term of probatio nitary cadre who was Originally a

< illage Ssa £y e

courses, the Vilas or a midwife ¢
peasant oradually becomes 2 nurse apable o
o J

A r practising some surgical o
t;eatmg co!r)x:ltozn‘]i;slf:s te;e; ggadually climb up the 1add2ir:(;
- lelle become goj)d assistant-physicians. The Physiciap
eventuoré at the provincial or district town thus have at ey
c‘;:;o:al a2 whole network of col%aboratoFs who help them
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of <.ilseas§s. The Fommon
cases are treated locally and the hospitals in the cities cay
then be reserved for serious cases. At th‘e base, there is not
only this network of medical and sanitary C&(‘ires but als
the entire people mobilized for the struggle against diseases,

V.S. — What is exactly the vole of the certificated phy-
sicians, the specialists, in this vast army? Is it that of a

general siaff?

Dr. Thack— That of a technical and scientific general
staff. I said “ technical and scientific’’, for there is at the
base a problem of general mobilization of the entire popu-
lation, a problem of orientation, of overall strategy of
medico-sanitary action which requires another type of lead-
ership, another general staff.

We have a strategy, a personnel recruited and trained
in a particular manner, who must now be given adequate
weapons, that is the means for appropriate prevention and
treatment of diseases. It is the task of the medical corps
to perfect these means and propagate them.

V.S. — Haven't these means been alveady Pe'fg’;ted "
world medicine ?

e e 3 i F RN et~ S it~
pertie 2

" Thach — Obviously, we don’t have to re-invent for
’ s the whole of medicine..We apply methods invented
.«ts of different countries, but in many cases these

thods have been devised for highly industrialized countries,
M eir application in our country meets with difficulties
an{l often cannot be overcome. For instance, there is the
Whlcg anti-tuberculosis vaccination which was invented near-
Cf r;ZY years ago- The B.C.G. is a live vaccine the use
Iy Ohich requires special precautions not possible in an
?f wtriauy backward country, with an inexperienced corps
lnduzrses_ These inconveniences have led scientists in many
of I;]tries to try to find a dead B.C.G. vaccine which could
;Zuhandled more easily. They have failed. They did not

rsevere in their experiments, as their respective countries
can afford the elaborate precautionary measures needed in
vaccination with live B.C.G. In our country, we have to
find a vaccine easy to handle, or give up vaccination. So
we tenaciously carried out experiments with killed B.C.G.
and we succeeded in developing a vaccine which is very easy
to handle, yet remains very efficacious. At present, millions
of people have been vaccinated with killed B.C.G. and we
noted a marked decline in T.B. morbidity, especially among
children. For other inoculations, we have successfully expe-
rimented with intradermic injections which require much
smaller quantities of drugs than for sub-cutaneous or intra-

muscular injections and do not provoke any dangerous or
painful reaction.

V.S. — Did you sometimes have to modify methods of
Weatment which have become classical ?

Dr. Thach. — To try to simplify the means put at the

di
Sposal of the masses, such has been our constant preoccu-

Pation. T again take the example of tuberculosis. This disease

S . .
. "OW efficaciously treated in many countries with the
Ombineq use o

these, INH jg ¢

jt

f three drugs: INH, streptomycin, PAS. Of
he most efficacious, and the cheapest and
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. it is administered orally, and ig not
e Smcte it requires adjuvants to increase iy
: tomycin and PAS which are CommOnly
Strepto=s e expensive and difficult ¢,
intoxication. Treatment with

- es a long stay in  hospita] ,

easiest to h'?'

efficacl ousSness-

used together
as they

wi

1 which

d be given treatment. We have perseveringly

ther efficacious drugs together with INF,

e oars of Resistanceé, we tried to use the Filatoy
Ening th_e "‘etion with placenta extract) against various
m?ﬂmd (mi?c combined it with the treatment with INH. At
ux e \teno results. Then friends who practised tradi.
mzweeg?cine suggested the injection of placenta extracts
n.o?he n(lyi'nt-of lungo acupuncture (in the omo-vertebral area).
':Lr refent tens of thousands of cases have 1-)(':_611 §uccessfully
;:eaged wityh INH combined with Filatov injections at the
; This method has proved to be as

int of lung acupuncture. ‘ ‘ :
f:;'ica.cious as the triple treatment with INH, streptomycmn

and PAS.

conditio
people who coul
tried to use O

e not hesitated to resort to traditional
ned in Western

t or systemati-

V.S. — So you hav ]
Oviental medicine, although you have been Lvai
medicine. Do you do il just as an experimen
cally ?

Dr. Thach. — It is firstly a question of PfinCIPlef' owui
greatly appreciate the thousand-year-old experienceé © tern-
people (and of all Oriental peoples). The scorn of Wes "
trained physicians for traditional medicine deriv'es fw?e o
erroneous conception of science and a profound 1gﬂ°f‘t;5pise
the results obtained by traditional medicine. Those who oY
the age-old experience of many peoples only show how ‘Ee sti
their scientific knowledge is. Besides, Western medlilhenlcfs
remains powerless before many diseases. The number cfl) velop®
and bone-setters who now practise in the mo?‘t ?n thes?
countries, and the profusion of home femedu.as lre pit®
countries testify to the fact that Western medici?®

|
F

T e 7

[nervic?

werless pefore many diseases while certain treatments not
ot Jccepted officially have proved to be efficacioug
e .

[ need only refer t‘o acupuncture the efficaciousness of
has now been universally recognized and T would also
attention to the extreme richness of the veget;u
ia of traditional medicine.

which
Jike to draw

pharmacopoe

V.S, — Among the tems of thousands of vegetal varietios
jound i 0UY country, how can you know which omes have

medicinal properties ?

Dy. Thach. — Naturally, one cannot experiment on all
those vegetal varieties one after another. The age-old
experience of the people and physicians of the traditional
school comes into play here. There are about 16,000 people
practising traditional medicine. Shall we ‘ outlaw * them, or
shall we pay the greatest respect to this ancient science of
which they keep the secrets, and integrate them into our
medical machinery ? We have followed the second path.
Together with physicians trained in modern methods those
“quacks” are now studying the scientific application of
traditional medications to numerous diseases. While they
becolme acquainted with the fundamental notions of modern
medicine, our physicians learn the principles and important
mf?thods of treatment used in traditional medicine. Thus, we
§l0 a substantial increase in both personnel and prescrip-

tions, < esCr1p
tesear End an important new orientation in our scientific
rch,

V:S'__ y = . -
Prepayeq / I have seen in our drugstores many new medicines
ng his, 'Oyfz our country’s flova which ave gradually replac-

erio mported products.

Dy

: neT z?cﬁl—— We are working systematically in this direc-
nledicl'nes e great difficulties of poor countries is lack of
- e still have to import a number of products,
Pharmaceutical industry is not yet well deve-

" Neverth
eless, from our experiments with traditional

eCau
Se
lope our

A
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e, we have succeeded 11 Pfﬁ_"P.afiﬂg a great numbpe,

: ther against specific troubles, for illStanOt
ti-helmiuthic medications or against Cllrrece
anti-neuralgic, anti-diarrhoeic, an:t
ons. Many diseases can also be Cllrel(i
at small cost by acupuncture. We promote the cultivation o
medicinal plants, not only on an industrial scale but algg y,
individual families. We encourage each family, particulaﬂy ii
the countryside, to grow in a corner of its garden a few plantg
for the treatment of common diseases (headache, diarrhoes.. )
and plants with antibiotic properties... We have even beguln
to export 2 number of pharmaceutical products extracteq
from our country’s flora: rutin, palmatin, rauwolfia extract.,,

V.S.— I couldn’t quite wunderstand when you spoke of th
orientation in scientific vesearch. Certain physician friends of
mine, who have conte back from abroad, complain of the diff-
y meet with in theiy veseayches.

48
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medicin
local products, el
antidysenteric, an
ailments, such as :
rheumatic etc. medicati

culties the

Dr. Thach— No doubt, a poor, industrially under-developed
s that more highly developed coun-

country has not the mean
fold our arms in the domain of

tries possess, but shall we
research ? On the contrary, the 1
it must develop technical and scientific resea
ropriate to

ave to consider, on the
and on the othen
h work

more rch, so as to
find out processes and methods app

conditions. In scientific research, we h
one hand, the technical and material means,
the orientation of the research. If we concel
as it is done in other places, if we only repe
works of scientists of other countries,
depressed by our powerlessness. Research
to the exploration of a virgin forest. If
that better equipped and more experienc
trodden, we cannot achieve great results.

study what other people have done, strive t
scientific knowledge, but we must also blaz
Only by boldly taking up practical problems of our
endeavouring to solve them, can we make our WOT

ve researc

work is comparab®
we follow the E:ve
o ote

ed scientis re{ullY
o get the lawjt
e our OWD g
couﬂtry

K fruit

ess means a country has, the |

|
|

§
f

its national |

at and verify th |
we can only feel |

]ﬂmuiew. o~
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given the example of tuberculogig
pstances about antibiotics. They are very c'o
pot yet able to prtoduce them. We have dope
girections: Experiments being made with the
Bacillus Subtilis are yielding very good resy]
¢ of many diseases, the Subtilis can r

(7
1 haV! Here g another
Stly and we Sfe
reSc?arch in other
ea-Slly cultivated
ts. In the treat.

men e s eplace -
After verifying the clinical results, we must antibiotics,
USt explain how it

pas worked: here complex  physico - chemica]

are necessary, and we must make tremend()ua analyses
obtain indispensable equipment as well as to ac uis efforts to
inowledge. Yet, however great the di‘fﬁcultiesq mre adequate
ientific workers of the poorer countries must not a}" be, the
hopes. We are in a little explored virgin forest, and ESIVe up all
precisely because of our poverty, we can find s,.hOrt czzetlmes,

VS. — You said that traditional medicine bferid
excellent  oviemtation  for scientific veseavch. What do t:n
: es this

mean ?

. I.:lr Thach. — ’I.‘akc. for instance the medicinal plants.
! t' e West, scientists abandon plants and resort t
;:;1:1021 synthesis. But what is the extract of a plrant0
S pc;\f?lex body, f:he product of a complicatec;.
el 1;mmus,h e have either ready - made medicines or
o which we can make higher synthesis, a good
Bt tﬁ;ocless has already been made by those living
diine 1o tha.t = fp ants. One f)f the difficulties of today’s me-
te chemiot 'the zife of the diversity of products turned out by
o 4 tre’a, tme:t ysician does not know which ones to use
tmf“tiOnal ——— of such and such diseases. Starting from
“ations op which toe’rV;'e have at the same time clinical indi-
. ¢ Srodiiets ofe y for experimentation with the plants,
S'hOrt e o a total or partial synthesis. These are
red us by traditional medicine. There only

S the quagt:
question of how to take advantage of them.

4\VS,




VS & ﬂ’hy

medicine ? Wasw's there qlso “ndoy
‘ N fhe
Miedicing 2 West a traq; e5te,
1 e’balih
5
Dr. Thach. — Due to
' ‘ Complex hijstop:

hh been A Tupture between traditiong) anrlcal N ) th
In the West. This ig regrettable. we g ande edmienz
: n
course, but there ig g danger of letting ¢y not g
of medicine dj ' oS age-olq | U

) ; isappear Tapidly, becayge if we qope oM
1t, those who Practise it wi]] have dlsappeared tOnt Cllltivat.f
years from now. Moreover, we are e-\'ploitinoe o Wenty
and reafforesting on a Very big scale. Within g fore,
¥ears many so-called wild species will ha dozep

expedite the study

innumerable plants, select them, and cultj 78
for scientific research are not lacking,

V.S, — T realise that
vegard to general hygien
research, formation of cad
saries, Sick-rooms. ..
achicvement ajter ten

a lot of work has been  done with
€, treatment of diseases, scientific
ves, installation of hospitals, dispen-
What is, in your view, the most imporiant
years of labour 2

Dr. Thach. — 1 think the most
creation of the whole medico-sanitary network down to
village level, the putting of medicine in the service of
peasants living in the remotest hamlets, the training of
medical and sanitary workers of peasant stock. Nine-tenths 0{
our population live in the countryside ; if we establish only
urban hospitals, only a minority would receive medical C?“;
and the cities would be overwhelmed by the discases e
would remain rife in the country and would contamin
the actually besieged cities.

important point is the

v : yha?
V.S.— All your physicians were city jolks, educated in %

. ouniry”
colleges | why did you give primary altention 1o fh; &
side ? Were you not navigating against the streant:

51

aierie

e3, we have navigated against 'the stream
’ch make physicians trained in the old
reSPeCts.' onsulting-rooms or hospitals and become
ave th.elr (;ellg and the installation of septic tank§,
;} d;igeu;ievcnﬁon of diseases, is contrary to theui
word, i tH Even a medical nurse of tye old schgo
! hal-ﬁFS. injection and dislike going to verify
gl_vmg al? is adequately built or not. To make
pHe til'lbiotic which cures almost miraculously
g injection of ha I;nlore captivating than to lift up the lid' of
mu’lc‘ ractise a complicated surgical operation
iy l:,itra(irIIIOdern apparatus irnporte?d frc?m .abroad
with 008" 7 restige than to lecture on hygiene in villages,
gives moTe PreS cadres complete their medical education.
o to Delp 'VLHage long years in the faculties and now to
L toéleiel(liliizil art gcam be put into the hands of the
::;ZZ: :u;ot an easy matter eitl}er: To have been convinced
Jong since of the absolute superle?lty of sg-ga.lled wester'n
medicine, to have considered traditional med_lcme a sup.ersti-
tion, and now to approach it with respect, with the desire to
learn from it, constitutes also a turning point for our medical
corps. It needs great courage to devote omeself to scientific
research with very little technical means, equipment, or
sientific knowledge when one has always thought that this
work requires large well-equipped laboratories and can be
doze only by experienced academicians.

y, Thach-— Q9

in &
rooté

de
could prefer
whether @ B

is a gesture
4 septic tan

VS—T think that it also

S requives great courage to give up
S private practice, which is

much more lucvative than the

are theve private consulting-rooms left in
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their skill at the service of the state and societ
of the old school, I mean those trained in the Bire ; hySiCian
have voluntarily renounced the easily wqp inch facultie:
private practice for the modest salary that tpge nio & 50
collective offers them. They have given up pecs a‘te or gy,
for more favourable working conditions, fronlllmar aing
medical and human points of view. botp, the
V.S. — Thus, there has been a night of Ay

.. ust
medical covps. Have all the physicians become : 4th fo the

revolutionaries ;

Dy. Thach. — Revolution is the appropriate word
physicians are one section of a people who have S w Qur
an uninterrupted revolutionary struggle for P aging
now. Many of them took partin the Resistance war anq Slﬁlfzars
the life of the fighters and peasants during map red
years: for instance the dean of our faculty of medicip,
and many other professors. After eight years of the Resisz
tance war, having eaten the same rice porridge and applauded

the same victories as the fighters of the People’s Army,
having founded medical colleges in the depth of the jungle, |
and lived with the peasants, it is difficult now to come back |
and confine oneself within the narrow atmosphere of a private

consulting-room. There is no need to mention those who

have been trained in our new faculties and have never known |

the practice of the medical profession under the old regime.
To work for our country and people has become a natural
conception of our medical workers.

V.S. — But you have spoken of navigating against the
stream. One can love one's country and one's people while stwktﬂg
to medical conceptions inherited from the old regime. Y ou havi
sxpounded a medical comception which, 1 believe, 74" count?
to many things formerly taught. You have also spoker ?
courage mecessary for the practice of this conception.

questi"“'

simple
t not st

Dr. Thach.— You are right, this is not a
Civic courage is the first step, necessary bu

y IOng ‘

pibe ]

fficient
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of serving one’s country
cal way. There
s we want to

desire
4 by the . ;
prompted Y ine in the class!
one o to P . m between the aim
I cuon To solve this contradiction, we
) «“ ideo-
b f thjr and acquiré what 1 ma}; ca(lll rn:ecrlltal
ur e
o & 5, This enables U8 to chz;r?ge thesorlll thore is &
N i For this reason,

ical 00U ..al practice. _ : .
logln stion Of medlctw:; o the two conceptions, 1 'the daily
OHCS ¢ strugEs b y i';self What decides the victory of
etice of medie s not depend on the medical
tions are found in the same

- conception doe
th concep X
Often bo y which can tip

t is not the medical facult
favour of one OT the other.

e the question of whether to build up
sational medicine essentially by our own efforts or to r.ely
rimarily on the assistance of more advanced countries.
g[edicine as a natural science cannot guide the choice. But,
the choice of ome path or the other will completely
wransform the daily practice of medicine. We have chosen
the first path. The choice has been determined by the general

plicy of our Party; itis a political choice, not a medical
one,

hysicial,
the scales 11
Take for instanc

VoSt . . .
ol giz'd dB.ut once t}fzs choice has been taken, and the medical
i this divection, does the role of the Party end

there Would
. the Party let th ;
WEils activities g5 44 sees ]‘itrt‘ . MG ourfs fres 5o carry

coiy Solving prop] masses at varioug levels for
g € m ems, to solve
Dit ass line, ¢ ) these prob)
Orign, > 1o stick to the hardest €ems
questiong
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choices to be made. The Party Organizatio
cal and sanitary corps must refer to the
to decide each choice in daily practice,
medicine over the past ten years can be
Party’s leadership. Of course, the Party
medical workers by the hands and te]] the
such disease in such and such manner,
which instils into our medical workers
and wvitality now becoming the principal
medical service.

ns within
Party’g ge © Mg,
1.\10 Sccesg
dlssodated fro, oy
dOcs not le' the

but it jg the Paa’k}
Tty

the com-age' vi ¥
characterigy;, oW

V.S8.— Our medical corps has anothey good
is new : tis complele devotion to the patients,
that even in the most desperate cases,
incuvable ov beyond thevapeutic means,
nirses never give up.

featuy, whig)
I hay, Sery
those COnsiderey 4,
our physicians 4,

Dr. Thach.— The civic courage we have spoken of &
not acquired once for all. Our medical COrps is now so devote;
because, under the direction of the Party, it knows fthy

ad g
m to Cure such, e |

SONSA—

00{0‘“ i

medical work is related to the political and social struggles |

of the nation. Left alone, the medical corps would be inclined

to shrink into its shell, and to be satisfied with a narrow !

medical morality — trimmed with pompous, great formule
on the physician and his profession. The leadership of the
Party constantly instils into the medical organism the
vitalising breath of the socialist revolution and makes it keep
a fortifying contact with the broad masses.

V.S.— Are there still any great unsolved problems ?

Dr. Thach.— We have no pretension to assert that &l

problems have been solved. In a country which 156(;”31‘
making the initial step in industrialization, to meet all nilln‘al
needs is excessively difficult. We should say that all esse!

problems have been started off on a path whi
to envisage a radical solution some time in.the
rally there are some problems more difficult th

ch allows us
future. N"‘“"f
an others

ns Of general hygiené the

lot
¢ difficulty- It toolf hacon_
te solution, whic
.~ tanks with two
g trials befo;e
tic omical septic
1
pracutjh'se human manure ffee of
- ga movement 11 the

w launchin .
Ilon of one septic tank of this

ic diseases, the

field of endermc-
thfvhen we have specific treatments
y hen we have no such

the questio
. the greates

0

. We
model of 2
es it Possible

We are
tructio

al and econ

arasites-
the cons

ot each family. I0

ively eas
eyis much harder W

ase of trachoma, for instance.

A — Are theve other problems, wpnrt fyofnz those 0/
S, :

'n/ec(ions and pamsitical diseases 2

¥

Dpr. Thach.— There is no lack of them. One of the pro-
dems to which we pay very great attention is the lack of
proteins in our diet. The development of our agriculture in
the last few years has enabled us to ward off famine ;
this is a great victory. But our food remains poor in
proteins and we are conducting research to make the biolo-
geal synthesis of proteins from yeasts.  There are also
problems of a country in full development. For instance
during the last few years, half a milli f o
fave left the plain areall to i '10n 0' e i
development of ot par~t101pate m  the economic

us regions. Such g transfer of

Population create
s
Patriots who e great problems for oy

Migrate .
8T threateneg gby mn;)W. to mountainous regions are no
anise fr,, alaria as in th
ur : € past
0sis Country’s mdustriahsatlonp ] Problems also
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Dy, Thach.— What is mOSt'nOtcworthy is the -
more frequent appearance of rh-s;:aqcs proper tgq miq,“‘“nnd
old age, as pcople live longer with the progregs of hy,ﬁ or
and medicine. Tor instance, there prp(:nr the infr:a,eml.”"m:
the myocard and tiu': m;mi.festahunﬁ of :1ru:1«,‘%,d""':v
prax;ticully unknown diseases in the past, The prul;h;:,fﬂ
cancer ig also becoming more acute than furmcrly_ Vone of
diseases have practically disappeared, Thig M.rtz:,,]
medical action than to the dircct influence of B0cia) “u b
formations under the new regime. We must algo iang.
that, facing U.S. aggression, our medical servieq
organized to meet the needs of national defenee
the first months of 1965, when U.S. piratical plianes Cartie
out air raids against many localities of our country r;:
cadres at communal, district, and provincial leye), ?sh,r,w,,,;
themselves cqual to their tasks. They solved promptly 4
efficiently the problems they were faced with. Oy medicy]
workers, having received a solid ideological formation,
braved all dangers to serve the army and the people.

8 dug

point g
hig by

’ J)uri"‘,

have

In short, the evolution of medicine reflects the overall
progress made by our country which, although still faced
with problems resulting from under-development, has already
begun 1o tackle those posed by a modern society,

Hanoi, 1965,

. :
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U.S. war erimes

Attacks against
the Medical Network
of the D.RV,

US aggression against the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam, launched on August
sth, 1964, has been intensified since February 7th, 1965
and has become a large-scale destruction war. The
U.S. Air Force has perpetrated monstruous crimes
against the civilian population, razing to the ground
entire villages and towns, destroying dykes and dams,
mills and factories, hospitals and schools, churches
and pagodas... The thick network of Vietnamese health
establishments, set up during the 20 years of people’s
power, has been subjected to particularly savage
attacks, All these are premeditated crimes in view of
the systematic way in which they have been undertaken
and the massive means used. U.S. Defense Secretary
McNamara has stated that the U.S. Air Force has
Photographed inch by inch the territory of North Viet-
lam and that it is capable of finding out the smallest
targets, being equipped with the most up-to-date
detecting apparatuses.
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ehla“lt’s Shk{i;.
At the very beginning of U S, war escaly
February -7th to 20th, 1965, .8, aircraft raiq rOfl}
health establishments: the

Quang Binp deg foy,
hospital and the medical stations of Ho X, Iirovmcia[
Vinh Thai and Vinh Kim Villages, in ViOWH ang
district. In the three months of June, July o e Liny
1965, alone, they destroyed 6 specialized hOSpitQanst'
sanatoria, 6 provincial polyclinics apq o dis g
hospitals in Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, Nghe Ay TShtnct
Hoa, Nam Ha, Son La and Yen Ba; provinces.JAhna“h
all the big provincial hospitals of the DRy h::t
been bombarded, some up to IT times, such as thy (;
Quang Binh, or even I7 times, such ag that of Ha
Tinh. Up to now, according to stil] incomplete figures
more than 100 health establishments from village t,
central level have been attacked. Most typical of Ug
barbarousness were the bombing raids against the
K.71 T.B. Hospital, the medical centre of Yen py
province and the Quynh Lap Leprosarium,

The K.71 T.B. Hospital in Thanh Hoa province,
with 600 beds, was one of the biggest centres of its
kind in North Vietnam, with all necessary equipment
for treat

1964, 1,821 patients were treated in this establishment,
besides tens of thousands of out-patients.

On July 8th, 1

of the US. Navy dropped over one hundred 2,000
pound bombs on the hospital area, demolishing 5
buildings, killing 50
workers, and woundin

I4th and August 20th, U.S. aircraft again camé i

ment and  scientific research, From 1960 fo |

965, at 9 a.m. 4o jet fighter-bombes | from al) bopulated areas and j

persons, among them 5 mediclal ;
g 45 others, Afterwards, on Julf
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tacks, 6o buildings was wiped out.
s

w0 | with it Yen Bai provincial capital, during
the
n

th, 1965,
. s, from July gth to II
consecutive izyhundreds of bomb; onbantizearzf
18. aircraft drofpuare kilometre 0ccup_1ed y o pthe
L'j than half a 54 offices of the medical Se.I'Vl 3
Jess pospitals ;hehygiene and epidemiologic station,
€

medical schoBolyt'Cati on and that for the protection of
anti-TB S

d children. Fifty-eight persons, mosgiy
mother® ank rs. were killed and ten iothers woun ed.
medical ¥ fin s, were destroyed. The consultation
ey L oms, laboratories, and all the treatment
vy Xttfliy Ii::) be’ds, were demolished. It shou'ld be
y “I;It the whole medical centre of Yen Bai pro-
nf)ted - built on an isolated hill and that the
hopital b d- signs visible from afar.
hospital bore red-cross sign

The Quynh Lap Leprosarium, the biggest in the
DR.V, counted among the most important treatment
and research centres of its kind in the Far-East. Com-
prising 160 buildings, well-equipped, it could receive
smany as 2,600 patients. From 1960 to 1964, 4,000
lepers were treated there, and more than 1,000 have
been cured, The establishment was built on the sea-
shore, i Quynh Luu district, Nghe An province, far

mportant roads, and so
way confused with any

the

Wuld not hyqy
military target
On Ju

e been in any

n[t‘j Izth, 1965, at 8 p.m,, bed-time for the
ireg a,d S, jet flghter-bombers came in several
To ds of bombs and rockets,



6o

Vz‘emamesg S
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Within the next tep days, U.g ai -
more attacks. A} t ) ildings 1t

b Iy,

Tazed to the grounq dI\fr):lltl)xllléliglug:e: iy Ny e?e

labnllatories, dispensaries, Clubs, Storésreatme ardrse

station : I39 patients were Kkilieq and’ - Dowm’

others wounded, fore ¢ Tog
At the cost of h

uge efforts, the ,
transferred to an j

Quynh Loc village.
and again at noon,
installation, killing 34

The leprosarium o
another site,

launched new

attackeq the ?1:;
persons_ and Wounding 30 othe,
Nnce again had to be moveq to
But U.S, aircraft, still op its tragg
attacks. On June 12th, 1966, at v ami
10.15 a.m., June 1gth at 10.30 a.m. and Jupe 24th gt
10.31 a.m., tens of U.S. aircraft including B

-57 heay
bombers, indiscriminately showered bombs, missiles ang
rockets on the new site, killing three more patients
(two of them were to leave the centre the following
morning after seven years of treatment) and severely
wounding eight others.

All told, up to June 30th, 1966, the Quynh Il';P
Leprosarium, in its old and new places, had been s

. ; d
jected to 39 day and night raids; 179 patients ha ‘

been killed and 150 others wounded.

ess.
Many similar crimes exposed U.S.. baib];;;f% N
On June 1st 1966—Children’s Intemat&(.)n; e o
aircraft destroyed the Thanh H(?a me 1;d e
the protection of mothers and chl'ldrent a "
provincial hospital, one of the biggest p

clinics in the D.R.V., killing 14 persons an

ncial pol}" !
\gnirounding |

- bombs, C.B,U.s and rockets on Hoa

i
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s he Highlands was
/

: hospital in t chla
i o Thgé thﬁa nine casualt;xes mlc)h;ded
; o ‘une ZZth,dlz rx;other on her delivery bed.
e ts an

the attacks
o d stratagems chosen for

. .S com-
pe times o minal intentions of the U

. . N

g show tltle C,;L e raids were mostly surprise ma
ilots.

od and P

atients’ rest and

condl:;tr: f?f/etgilogk in the morning,
e O?}fé eveni,ng, from 8 to 11 p.m. At Yep
i lnft first pretended to fly past the hospi-

i U5 alrCmoi:her target ; then they suddenly came
tal towards anered projectiles on the area. At Quynh
pack and ShOW.1 o pomsued Tegers paing 4 the shels
gy mfrﬁi*:szg Ill)iding in hollows, and savagely
;fznc(;}i ((-’)f;l mebulances on their way to the raided

pat ien

sleepiﬂg ti

areas.

With increasing barbarousness, the U.S. aggressors
have criminally attacked the Vietnamese capital city.
Raiding populated suburbs as well as industrial and
residential - quarters, they have dropped explosive
n Kiem, Mai Huong,
g Anh Hospitals, the Institute of
ology and Entomology and recent-

Hospital, killing or wounding many
edical workers,

Thanh Tri and Don

Malariology, Parasit
ly Bach Mai
Patients apq m

*

The Us.
of the py A8gressors have Caused the medica] services

i e *V+ considerabe losses in men, €quipment
ations, fropm, village to centra] leve]. Up to

e
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. o Vietnamese Stud,’ 1
es

the end of August 1967,

: according to
figures, 125

still i

- health establisments - villag?cmgl-ete
Sta.tlons and maternities, hospitals, dispensarieg Salcal
toria, drugstores, drug—factories, treatment ang re,sea?:};
ce.ntres, institutes, training schools. .. were  destroyeq
with a large part of their technical €quipment. Hyy.
dreds of medical workers (doctors, nurses, midWives,
first-aid men, village health workers...) and patients
have been killed or wounded. A large number of scien-

tific dossiers, the result of long and hard work, have
been destroyed.

*

The U.S. aggressors’ aims
are clear. On the one hand, they strive to disorganiZf
the Vietnamese medical network and paralyse its actl;
vities, in order to deprive the sick and woundeq 0
medical care, thereby impairing the morale of the z;llﬁz
and the population. On the other band, they(i1 e
destroying one of the finest achievements s
D.R.V., her health and medical network belglgecaccomp.
ed even by her worst enemies as a remarkat g
lishment of the new regime. The contras o ot

i i ort i
between the medical services of the N epse 1€t

IS d
of South Vietnam, between the for:f]:ns " Ombse'
work and the latter’s indigence. By e akening i

Washington aims at the same tin;: 2;
North Vietnamese people tsh 12(‘:3 e
e ¢ >

ith the contrast between ’ o
o North V;etyamf‘ ¢ and

nd doing &%

| Atacks: -
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cel of U.S. war escalation, aimed at terrorizing the
\Ii)rrth Vietnamese people and forcing them to surren-
lder and hindering the march of the D.R.V. towards
socialism.

The people and the medical body of the D.R.V.
have taken up the challenge and have succeeded in foil-
ing those diabolical schemes: after three years of
war, North Vietnamese medicine, as we shall see,
better condition than ever.

is in

The systematic destruction of

i ts is P
itals and other medical establishmen
P

|

A



f , ital
List of main . yinh c1tyhh lsfy hospital
; n 5
medical establishments - Natl II/)}; ity hospital
{ htt .
of the D.R.V. [ /\lit’t Tri city hOSplt%ﬂ 1
" . g & “ B. hosplta
raided by U.S. aircraft. | Nghe An ! b hospital

us Zone hospital

§ ) utonomo
| _viet Bac A 7 ital
| North-West Autonomous Zone hosp1
R . NOTti~
Neot imciuding villace infirmaries and ol arium
B me s€ Materni | La LeprOS
&s weil as disirict hospitals and dispens " ,Quynh P lariology Parasit()logy and Ento-
J

aries, Moy,

thar ome hundred in nwmber. ’ _ Institute of Ma

! mology .
| _ Bach Mai hospital (Hanoi).

— Vmh Linh zone hospital
— Quang Binh provincial hospital 3
— Nghe An provincial hospital

— Thanh Hoa provincial hospital

— Ninh Binh provincial hospital

— Nam Ha provincial hospital

— Ha Tay provincial hospital

— Hoa Binh provincial hospital

— Son La provincial hospital

— Vinh Phuc provincial hospital
— Phu Tho provincial hospital

— Yen Bai provincial hospital

— Tuyen Quang provincial hospital
— Bac Thai provincial hospital

— Hai Duong provincial hospital

t S~y S,



On the Medical Front
in Hatinh Province

AN iodous wind blowing from

ripples the waters of the ri\{er Lam, a wide
the Sea'mli]mg between two mountains, at 'the Ben
o ng. To the north, it is Vinh, the

Thuy ferry landi ! : :
hero}ic city over whose ruins the U.S. Air Force has
st over 100 planes; on the other bank, the province

of Ha Tinh, one of those hardest hit by U.S.
ageression. Hardly a day passes without U.S. bombs
falling on these parts, in the river itself or on either

bank, and innumerable craters surround the ferry
landing,

;As we drove further south, the signs of the war
fo;aet:e tever more - striking. On upturned mountain
Smm; :seat struck py bombs or cannon fire were
i UL Or pointed to the sky the charred

. L .

d;rm;rlégl\:.: Large sections of Highway
B €ed. No more bridge. Not a hamilet



o hm’gjﬁ.‘
o
lchmm(,s
— 51144
in wait and were now rushing to the attack - )
was well calculated: in the vil T

] ti
r . agesy pe()ple \Ver Me
asleep, and on the roads, tired drivers ki at

)Qen

driving without lights during the night, |
switch on from time to time their small lal;lpslad to
Whicy

gave a diffused light in the midst of the thick
darkness. Cke

had ;

nlng

In all directions, bright flasheg 0
out followed by explosions. The pl
trucks and cars, tore the air with t
their jet engines. Bunches of flar
ferries, pontoon bridges, crossroads and mountsj,
passes and defiles covered the SCEnery with 4
orange-coloured ghostly dawn.

f lightning burgy

anes, going afte
r
he hellisy TOar of

€s  droppeg Over

Quick and efficient
reorganization

A TINH, the provincil

capital, is 350 km. south

of Hanoi. Rebuilt from its ruins after 1954, it has
been savagely raided by #th Fleet planes since the

first days of U.S. war escalation. They have completely |

destroyed it after 107 raids, including 32 night at.tacl:
This administrative centre with I 3,000 H']habltano;i
located near the sea, formerly looked like a holiday res

: " - stly |
with its streets lined with filaos and its tidy, most

1€s,
one-storeyed, houses. No military target. No f)acit[(érings
except a small power station. Nearly all ; l:ultura
of some importance were related to social an

!
{
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s

d others.
.S, bombings e ;22
arget .« with II wa'rdé anf be
Ol Cllnl nd the llmlts O i
ea DEYO | was marked with
It was bombed 17
reduced

hospi

odern -

large '
tha;: fields. The hospita
e visible from af'ar.' b
tel All the buildings W
ively-

etO

this medical centre in
h a Cuban medical delegation.’ Aftet"i .a
ation of the place, Dr Rubén }?o ri-
i Havana, made this remark : ‘On'e
o G d the hospital. Nei-
;ardly finds any crater aroun ' -
mer on the grounds, mnor on the enclob}lre', nor .m
the streets. The bombs fell on the buildings with
rre precision. The only possible conclusion is this :
the U.S. pilots hit this hospital deliberately, according
v 4 carefully worked-out plan; for that purpose they
iad at their disposal highly efficient technical means.’”’
Our guide, the deput
ervice, observe -
harm dope even mo

tuilding of this hog

I of
We yisited the ruins

company wit .
thorough. €xamin

Y head of the provincial health
. Ygu would have resented the
Ie,1f you had known how much the

in s g Pital had cost the people here, We
ol Gty Aconstantly favaged by typhoons floods
o st oo O Saying goeg “here th

1es and the heng on i ) € th
Pebbles, *’

build  thjg

elts. The
agrarian taxes

€ dogs
Famine and

Provincia]
Cost was
for the
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Vi
(X /nummp :

~— St
;:)0;& [.),ronnce. I'he money was contributeq Ky \
. )y the
Thanks to the combined efforts of the
the State—which supplied personnel andpeople "
equipment—the medical and health netw()r;echnica
Tinh was set up during the past ten yearg o of y,
By 1065, when the anti-U.S. resistance began .
province with 800,000 inhabitants, 8 districts an:j thic
villages, had built, besides the provincial polqu.zsﬁ-
district hospitals of 50 beds each, and 259 vﬂl]m
medical stations, not counting 6 specialized dispensyg,
at provincial level, 8 general dispensaries at distric;
level and many rest homes. The U.S. aggressors se;
out to destroy this network. They destroyed all the
hospitals and more than 50 rural medical stations,
« Our medical workers did not expect such barbar-
ousness,” the deputy head of the health service wen
on”’. “ The Yankees did not content themselves with
striking each of the targets once or twice, they struck
till all of them were wiped out. For example, th
Huong Son hospital was bombed 10 times and that of
Ky Anh, 15.”

i

ds againé'-

The number of air Tal .
On‘. I:?/

for th

in 1965, 4,103 in 1966 and about 2,000 ©7% |l ihe
months of 1g67. Like the provincial capitd ;56 vill
district centres have been razed. Each of the g b

ges has suffered 20 bombings on an average-

age }

| i good time toO villages,

this small province goes beyond iInElginatie first gy |t

ks

I
7th

to 100k
ics and preserVe

.ve priority tO pres
n the
presentatives in
h see to it that
h-
All our urban centres have
Our hospitals, also removed

go on functioning. While
ring for the wounded and the sick, we have pushed
rward the movement of prophylaxis, the struggle
sgainst social and epidemic diseases.”

medical
mittees at all 1
s of trench shelters a

evels, whic
nd communication trenc

getwork
« are dog everywhere.

heen evacuated 10 time.

“Has the new situation required the reshaping of
the provincial medical machinery ?

“There i$ no need to r ; )
esha .
Ve 31ready had a net P 1t’ for m peace time

ilages, We i work extending down to the
bided ing Osun;l)ly strengthened it. It has been
. ur level : ;

fist, that of farm o0 els with different capacities : the

% the so00nq "OPs, gives first aid t

. that o o the wound-
id, g Hat of villages, sj
i at o district . "

thﬁ fOurt eXCept th
)pel‘ations '“ at of

ple treatment -

. ; the

Osepoe;forms operations of some
the thorax ang the skul] -

- Provin
ce, ve .
> FTY specializeq

A
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Vietnumesg S
Q tudies
“ How did you solve the Problem of
(_‘adres andt

of medicines ? ’

hat
“In conformity with instructiong from the
of Health, we have taught war-time Surgery ISt
aid techniques to a]] our p

€rsonnel, Q. . .f‘r.SL
school and our system of short-term Courg oy
been working at an ever qui

begun to produce medicines o
ment of traditional medicin
modern medicine has, to a large extent, helpeq Mak,
up for the lack of cadres ang drugs. 1t js the sap,
for everything : to fulfil the great tasks incumbent on
us, we have taken a whole series of measures required
by the situation, but they have proved efficient only
because our organization has been so oriented as t,
serve the great masses, especially the peasants.”

€ as g comple

A village medical
unit at work

OUEEZED between Na-

B tional Highway N°If
and the sea, K. 13 ranks among the poorest‘ vxilag:tseg-
the province, with its sandy aluminous soil thre
ed in turn by floods and droughts. | g

“We are lagging behind other v1llag?‘sthe;(1>gh ol

ally,” admitted the Party ‘secretary,our o and
have made great efforts to 1mproveB L 3 g
provide it with an irrigatiop system. v:il’e
of particular condition§ which ha((ll. I;rle e
we have given priority to medic

d for years
I, witho!

an-
e necessary ™

. 1UC
n have tltlch to the e(.onuwe
jdn’t ontri ated M : presf‘ﬂt’ to
a

suffered constan't.
e the proxi-
the

1

peop ,

jving standards, s

ountains,

s and m . _

e 0 sl d swamp ‘nkine water,

i malarla_mfeste lack of wells for drink g, e ol
ora .

ign 1 epidemics.
b most thorough 18 age of diseases an'd (.,Pld laria
tﬁztributed o e rﬁmtf)h:t at harvest time, malarid
( a )

rec re weren't
The Oldlf(;ruzlsown so many people that ther
ied to 12

affected all
i ice in. Trachoma affected a
bring the rice 1n. ! :
enoug'};]haélis tr(r)xany gof whom ended by losing tthuli

/1113, ) ‘
F?ixtwl‘yilloi(l fever, cholera, small-pox, typhus... too
;icavy toll at every epidemic outbreak,

It wasn’t until 1955 that K. 13 was able to set up
indimentary health service, with a few volunteers,
[t now comprises a 58-member staff serving

a popula-
tion of 5,000 belongin

g to 6 farm Co-0ps.

nittee of seven members

village, a

e g an operating-room, a drugstore for
s g aﬂlClngs and one for traditiona) medicineg
i }apaca:;mtant'doctor, besides his general dutjeg
(i ' Tesponsible g, |, N .
tfadiet[imOlOgy’ training of the to;f general hygiene
0 - )
tee ha dicine d first da , dﬁ.vel()p ment of
i, - "Mbers ; ld pry tt.He 'S assisted 1,
) Ct1 1 ..
Urse spec; llzing : oner of raditioy 1



l.»'jvhmnu-sp St
b{"m‘tﬁry aSSiStant- The dePUtV head, a Wom
.cqnt-doctor, 1S responmbte for .the tre"‘tment an
assistal aallie and child welfa.re, fight against of
zN:; .pd maternity ; she 1S assisted by 5 -
:dl'; a midwife.
Each of the siX farm co-0ps has. its own heal
ceam, charged with propagating hyg}ene, tracking o,
aiseases and epidemics, gLVIng first aid to the sjck anq
wounded before sending them to the village Medicy
«ation. This is the first level in the new war.

LAt

gnd & la

medical organisation. It has been particularly rei,
forced. The T.G. co-op for instance, which inclues
five work brigades with 224 households and 1
persons, has a nurse, a midwife, two health workers ang
seven hygiene propagandists and first-aid volunteers,
Its first-aid station, installed in a solid shelter, is
equipped for first-aid care and the evacuation of the
wounded.

The bridge leading to K13 |

built across a brook with makeshift planks, has been
favoured with over 100 bombs by the U.S. air force,
1§ 21 attacks. The road leading to the heart of the
village winds its way among bomb craters. Numerow
h‘;‘:%s have been destroyed, including the village
:; 0.01 and the church (part of the population are C&

olics). The medica] post has been bombed three Fimes:

IPRE——

Murge |

time }

the Medical Front...

l‘m//—"'_' N

We were Teturning from a visit 4o the go5 cone
when three f{ghter-bombers came and dived op 5
pamlet; dropping a total of 24 bombs,

« How often has the village been attacked? ” |
ssked the head of the village health committee.

« This is the 308th raid.”

Instead of rushing to the bombed place however, he
to0k me to his house.

« pAdequate measures have been taken”, he said.
« )y colleague Thuan is on duty today at the medical
ost. The co-0p’s first-aid volunteers will bring the
gounded there, if there are any. As for me, I must get
ready for any eventual surgical operation. We have
half an hour to go.”

Then he asked his wife to serve lunch.

The young physician was a volunteer health worker
in 1954, then a village nurse in 19358. He got his
diploma of assistant-doctor in 1963, after three years’
study at the provincial secondary school of medicine.
Soon after U.S. aggression started, he attended a
short-term course in surgery at the provincial hospital,
which he completed with a probation period at the
district hospital. This newly-trained surgeon had so
far performed 60 small and medium operations,
carried out with the assistance of the village staff.

After a frugal meal taken in a hurry, we went to
the medical post. Just as we came in two wounded
People turned up.

~ The first, who could walk by himself, had a wound
"M the forearm, covered with a piece of gauze soaked

%
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znf):a»;ceSa Ster |
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in mercurochrome. The physician on dqy¢
examined him carefully then ordereq the
dage him.

Thy, |
DUrSe t() g:ﬂ:
“* No broken bones,” she observed, « i Spli
the muscles. Look at what they have do Ntery ;

i ne at levelm !
The wound has been well d1smfected, hasn’t it L

i
l

The second case was a serious ope, The v
woman — was lying unconscious on 3 stretcher Eigh,
month pregnant, she had miscarried op the s e

: Pot, afte
being wounded by a bomb. She was brought ipt, the |
operating-room.

ictim _ 0 ]

It was a small room with wattled

solid earth ramparts. Below the ceil
parachute (

walls enclosed i |
ing, hung a whit
from a U.S, plane) which protected the
operating table from any dust falling from the thatch

roof. While the physician examined the wounde

woman, his colleague bared a vein to make an inject- |

0n of serum. Meanwhile, order was given to get ready
to carry her to the district hospital once the shock was
over, Unfortunately all the care was to no avail.

“A bomb splinter has pierced the right flank,” s |
the physician, “ and probably the bowels anq the 'utf(i
rus. There is nothing we can do. Such a case 18 beyO;e
our means. But in any case shock must be OVert
before all operations. This we can do.”

In three years of war, U.S. bombs have WOU
SoUme three score people at K.r3. More than 5osevf“
been successfully treated at the village. Only
have been sent to the higher level.

nded
havt

[N e
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VoMrgq, |

Vears' (]
. VY year of

77
iy ONbeee R
gioad P00 e

o
—

M
¢ Wwhen we arrived, the co-0p
i ma.
.t launched 2 drive to cure tracho iy
od Jost in charge, assisted by a nurse :
urse % to-net was hung in the mam
. o
ious house, protecting a table holding o
on 0 > Spil;l a pan, a tray of instruments, an
s St: ed,rops. The two health workers wore
hial? Of‘nsiyde the net so as to keep out the flies,
gorking 1

. g inisterin
consultations, SCraping epstidy,, Biiplsteniug
ng

i LG !

x“lff; A large mosqui
the €07 %

givi
remedies, etc.

ra;fg. was the fourth co-op of the village to launch
«ch 2 campaign, which was to last a week. 600 people
were to receive treatment. The fight would go on later
in the last two co-ops, until its completion toward
late 1967.

“After malaria,” the village nurse explained, * tra-
thoma constitutes the commonest social disease here :
%% of the population are affected with it. Having
fone Way with malaria in late 1964 after a three

Tive, WG started fighting trachoma in 1965, the
S. war escalation, Having attended g .

l:irs'e in ophthalmology, I was put in
. rive s .

tng o entropion and eSP‘emally assigned to opera-
.(JW th

ort-tery o
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“ Tuberculosis. We have, in the whole vi]|,
sick with T.B: and 18 suspects, to whom w
giving a combined treatment of rimifon, biOStimu]‘m
subtilis. The district health service supplies the mang
cines free of charge. Here again, we depend o l:(?l-
1, on the co-ops, for the care given to the sick, (;el
physician, Mrs. Thuan, supervises the treatment allll;
examines the patients every month.”

8¢, 7 People
¢ have beey

Together with the fight against social diseases, gregt
efforts have been made to prevent epidemics. There hys
been no outbreak for many years. Under the supervi
sion of the village health officers, the health workers

vities have been greatly stepped up since U.S. aggres
sion began, for we must take precautions against ever-

tual bacteriological warfare.

There has also been striking progress in mother and

1 t wo-
ild welfare. Since 1965, 100Y%, of the pregnan
child w 9 /o ioms: 80% o g

men have had prenatal examin \
deliveries have ‘faken place at the medical pOS]t, né;ﬂd
the rest at home under the care of the CO-OhPaSS e
wives. The use of soap and sanitary towels s
spreading day by day, especially %mOﬂ%hgugh el
and young mothers. Family plannlt;jg,th e paviné
not long ago, has had good effect, the lf()O/ 0 1065
decreased from over 4% before 1964 t0e3;/a2:iiﬂate(
2.6% in 1966. All newborn habies 312 partict aly
B.C.G. and against small-pox. Peop . vide (th 80
to it that women and children are P{ Combining'”age

‘ated shelters. : e Vi
well-kept and well-ventila s Uniom th
efforts with those of the Women

| of urseries
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it e M(z(lical Front...
cers personally take care of the establishment
to enable mothers to perform the various
quired by the resistance.

hcalth offi

tasks T€

Finally, an extremely important part of the medical
ud health work at the village is the movement of
pygiene and prophylaxis, an outstanding achievement
it village level. All families have double septic tanks

| every two oOF three households share a well. A drive

hes been launched to build public and family bath-

" rooms and, for the first time, preparations are being

made to give vermifuges to all children : piperazin to

G - St  those under three, santonin to older ones
of the co-ops make vaccinations. Epidemiological acti- | g

The district :
the decisjve link

FOUI‘

hammock a m

foileq ¢ ral.d, to the Kyant
OF six hours over g

girls  took  turns
an gravely hit during a
21 .dIStI‘iCt hospital, They
N : Istance of i
kes;liftveg:id‘VhICh had to be fordig l({)lrloc[?;e .
. Womg:s. Able-bodieq men havin ssed
3 N do even the hardest jobs W

e
man W
as
¢ wo
the  Mtern . u_nded t

103p; n, Said

t Pita] g; the ,

h??ught it dlrector_ “ At thaCCoI‘npanymg nurse tq
Sconditlon a € Vlllage inflrmary we
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The physician carefully palpateq the

1 > 1 . g >, / ‘k
man’s belly and decided that he Needeq gy, urge
ration.

*“Be careful the next time, " he said sofy
village nurse, his pupil not long ago,
of the rectus abdominis radialis sh
think of a wound in the abdomina

ly
(21 The co

ould have
I Cavity, »

The physician, helped by his assig
operation in the light of a mantle |
and solid shelter. Two nurses standing Nl stoql;
pomted each an electric torch at the OPerating tap).
The surgeon searched the wounded man’s abdomen, o
out a bomb splinter the size of a pebble, ang having
S€wn up two holes in the bladder, put the bowels in
order before closing the abdomen,

m ad e ym]

tants, starteq the
amp, in 3 Spacioys

“ This is his third Operation in the day,” the nurseon
duty told me, “We have another surgeon, but he is
attending a quick-training course in ORL at the provin-

cal hospital. The Woman  physician who helped a
moment ago is ra

ther a gynecologist, She has been init-
tated in surgery

since the war began, like the rest of
“And do yoy know what the physician was
formerly 7 »

another
1atrist. He learnt to hy
Us. aggression began
Operations. The day

nurse asked me. “A paed-
ndle the scalpel not long before
and he has performed over 30?
before yesterday, they brought 83
- m;d WOman with 3 hag wound in the head. We wer¢
faced with this alternatiye - Lo let her die, the Pro‘dncm]
hospits) being too far away; or to attempt to save hel:

@

¥

v p—p——

v o =
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padic! Fromt..: "
*“""/’,;:,u and performed the

ned her

. ed me a
v The nurse show .
gurgeoﬂ CessquY! [ d wholly wra_pped m
e " o suc ith her hea b
peratic oman Wi _ ftlv in a corner of the
;I'Ouﬂded y ho was moaning SOTty
s, W
_Jﬂdageb’
:bhfltel'.

ien — the pae-
1S aggression started, Dr Dien ! pe(xi -
e Lh.a;i learned to operate on cafses of appen
i (; to perform Caesarean operations.
citis an

i ation, he set out to prafc-
e =5 o ;Ifeba'sss}::gl surgeons of the provm(;
tise War ?urger{;o came and operated on the wounde.
. hOSP‘tﬁl tWThen he himself operated under tht:;
m’tht Tt s following the same metboq that :
gillt?aﬂce- It‘ Wla team of the district hospital wer
gizdsuig;?m Dien in turn has trained other sur-
geons for the villages.

Now that the surgical section of his hossefglil;a;:
in‘order, he is thinking of setting up fO}lJnll" - a_mong
surgical units, one for every five or_su-: villag -
the farthest from the district hospital, so as :
the wounded dangerous journeys.

) nt 2"
“Do you know what I am thinking of atf'lsre:uergical

the doctor asked me. “To set up & Mmov staff. We

tam of the district. We have alr_ea.dy thi;; instru-
Ml have to provide ourselves with Sﬂrglt a tough
%ents, and a car. Not an ambulance,

Qr for a1 roads.”

op sections
The doctor showed me to th‘? Otb;;e progress
%pital, which has made considera

b~vs.

of his
since
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the anti-U.S. resistance began. And Particy), .
pharmacy. He said: tly f

«Without artificial serums, for exam le, pract
nothing could be done at the basic Jeye| '1‘:”
necessary for first aid as well as the tmatmey ar
numerous current diseases, first of all that of nt
cases of infantile diarrhoea.”

The woman pharmacist told me of the ac
of her section.

«Every month we prepare Ioo litres of o
glucose serums, isotonic and hypertonic, she sajq. o
need be, the figure may rise to 500. We also Prepare
novocain at 0.25%,, injectable Epsom salts and, frop

1966 onward, drinkable subtilis, highly appreciateq by |

our rural physicians for diarrhoea, dysentery and othe

mfections. And a dozen traditional drugs from loc] |

medicinal herbs, some of which may be used instead
of antibiotics.”

Since the war began the district hospital has been
entrusted with a pew task : the training of cadres for
the co-ops and supplementary training for the villag
staffs. After a quick training course on defence against
chemical and bacteriological ~warfare, in 1967, !

opened a six-month course for nurses, with 63 gl
pupils, ;

The chief physician of the district is assisted by @

assistant Physician who is in charge of a dispensit ;
hygiene and epidemiology: ik

;orpprising SiX sections -
anology : fight against

5
trachoma : phtisiology : d&™"
Wlogy ; mother and chi g

M
Id care. One must also men™

:l"g |

Ser]()u3 {
tivitje, |

1t and |

y ,\ndiml Front,..
o e 2
state g Pharma;éutical products which sells
d;cines and buys mcdxc:'nal berbs: and e
: gitional Medicine Association which, while ru;ming
I pecialized infirmary,  co-operates with the hea
a .

— 08

the

service: :
Under the cologiall regime, there was only one nurse
or the whole 'dxsifru:‘t. ToFIay, in spite of intensive
mbings, the district’s medical network has brilliantly
crried out all its t'ask_s. All the medical posts of the
8 villages of the district have been working well and
10 epidemics have broken out,

At K. we had seen how urgent cases were dealt with.
Now, in C. district we tried to see how a campaign of
general hygiene and prophylaxis was conducted.

Five years ago, in 1962, the situation was far from
bright in C. In the spring, an epidemic of influenza broke
out,affecting 42,000 people (half the population) of whom
42 died. It was followed by numerous cases of diarrhoea
and dysentery till the end of the year. The sanitary
machine of the district, which then comprised an as-
sistant physician, two nurses and a midwife, was unable
10 jugalate them, the organization at the basic i“i
being still very poor. The district Peoples C‘{“‘ncﬁ%‘? N
held ap emergency session on the problem 0t _ht‘;\; e
d many decisions were adopted : to strengthent H

*) The highest organ of power in the district:
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medical and sanitary network at all levels, tq emyly
K., the most advanced district in the field of h}’giene
and prophylaxis, and to build a hospital for the di:
tnct.

A vast movement of hygiene and prophylayis oy
launched, together with a campaign to mobilize Mate.
rial wealth and manpower to build the hospita], Thay.
gurated in mid - 1064, the hospital was evacuateq ,
the villages at the beginning of U.S. aggression, before
its site was bombed.

The objectives put forth were daring, considering the
prevailing social conditions and the means available, The
theft of draught animals, frequent under the old regime,
bad cansed the peasants to share their houses with their
buffaloes or oxen : it was necessary to persuade them to
build stables far from the dwelling houses. The people,
formerly used to relieving nature at any place they found
convenient, had since made noticeable progress by build-
¢ family latrines, but these did not fulfil hygienic
Tequirements ; it was necessary to pull them down and
build new ones with double tanks. The use of P@d
Water was the source of numerous digestive diseases: i
:;S necessary to dig wells to get drinking water. Finallys

- Beglect of body care, due to the lack of prop”

Piaces for that Purpose, was the cause of skin diseases
and‘other affections amop the . it was necess?”y
1o build bath-r()oms D ¢ wom.en - ells an
ba,tb-mgms such » Jouble septic tanks, ‘W - es O

; ’ Were the three major object!V

the ; \
moyer nent i(’l’ rural hygiene and prOphylaXlS, the

Medical Front...
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jouble septic tank requiring more care as to its cop-
sruction and use. (*%)

For the peasants, it was a real revolution in their
way of living, the more difficult to carry out because
of the acute shortage of manpower and building mate-
rials, the district being in an entirely sandy region,
The medical and health service received in this
tickiish work the valuable help of the Party, the admi-
nistration and the education department, as well as
of the Youth, Women’s and Old Folks’ organizations.
A whole campaign in the political and sanitary fields,
with the participation of all branches of activity, was
conducted as the war had already begun.

At present, in the whole district, stables are built
away from the houses, there is a double septic tank
for each family and a well is shared by five or six
families. Family and public bath-rooms are under
construction,

The old folks often say that in the year of the
BUffalo, about 1938, cholera and small-pox epidemics
‘used 350 deaths. The 1943 great famine killed 350
P€ople, not to mention the cholera epidemic that fol-
owed. Malaria, prevailing chronically, decimated the
POPUIation every year. '

‘ At Present the peasants, although still poor, f*nt their
fl, have enough to wear and send their children to
SChOOl' They live in clean houses, well lighted and
?‘entilated, with, at the far end of the gardey, a :«r‘ibie

2 double septic tank, in most Cases whitewashed,
B

% - N - O
) See Vietnamese Studies No 0, page 14
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and free from smell and flies. The wells, qyy sl
everywhere in each hamlet, are provided with o
cu:“b.? Many families have their own private ba.th.
rooms. Others, unable to get bricks, have Plange;
for ths p’ﬁfp@se four little hedges of hibiSCuS, wallso{
v and flowers behind which the womep wy

their daily baths.

At the provincial
level - self-sufficiency
in the main

HE X-ray section of

the provincial hospital

was the last to be installed in its rural setting,

after the town had been evacuated. Its buildings,

with mud walls and palm-leaf roofs, were similar to

any peasants’ houses. The X-ray room, curtained with

thick cotton blankets, contained a Roentgen apparatus

mzde in Dresden which bore many holes left by
bomb splinters,

It was almost buried under the ruins of the bos
pital,” said the X-ray specialist. Its removal W&
made on men’s backs, The Americans will never belic¥
that owr hospital is still working. But our section
- e been strengthened. We have just receiv
molti purpose X-ray apparatus and a power geRera”
bom the Soviet Union, ”

He le . ’
€ led me to his pew machines, installed ' e

solid
shelters. An X-ray specialist, he was happy o

on th Medical Front. . L
e

o sent back to his speciality, after some time de.
mted to surgery.

« At the beginning of the war, we were short of

ctitioners. I learned to handle the scaipel in three
months before being zgssigned to a mobile team. Now
;pat everything is in order, here I am an X-ray
specialist again.”

The surgical section was installed in a neighbouring
village. Well-camouflaged communication trenches led
to the operating theatre half sunk in the ground, znd
large enough to receive five or six patients at a time.
The chief surgeon having gone to a refresher course
on skull and thorax surgery m Hanot, 1 was welcamed
by his deputy.

« Of all the sections of the hospital,” said the
surgeon, ““ours has had to make perhaps the biggest
efforts in face of the tasks required by the war. Our
whole establishment has contributed to our work,
putting at our disposal the best means and the best
cadres. All the hospital staff have been trained in sar-
gery and first aid practice. Even our accountant could,
if need be, work as an assistant to a surgeon. We bad
only three surgeons, and yet, when the war began,
we were able to form three teams, each able to
Operate on two patients at a time. One was on duty
at the provincial hospital, while the two others went
0 help at the lower levels. At present, each district

S its own surgeon, or rather surgeoms, and we
0 longer have to go out so often. We can devote
°“T$elves to serious cases requinng special ope-
ratlons‘ »
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Doctor Thanh, the anaesthetist-reviyey

boss A , tolg me
story of one of those difficult cases, A 1 d-year.q|q he
was brought to the hospital in 4 SeMijoqqr. oM

condition, with a hole in the sky]] and
hernia. Victim of a bombing in the forest, gp,
laying under the rain for 24 hours before ghe
by her relatives. Green pus had gathered over
necrotized wound. Half of her body

Cerebr,
hagq beey
Wwas f0und
her part]y
Was paralyzed,

“It was our first operation on the skull. Tt too s
two months to save the little girl. Gradually she
recovered the use of speech and did eXercises under
our watch. When we sent her back home, she was ablc
to walk and move about in a normal way. ”’

“How did you manage to stop the bleeding in the
brain during the operation ? ”’

“As we did not have the necessary instruments at

that time, we burnt the blood vessels with a red-hot
bicycle spoke, ”’

“ Do you possess a stock of plasma and blood ? "

“We depend on the wounded’s relatives. If neces
TV We give our own blood, This many of us have
done, oyr chief surgeon in the first place.

Surgery hag made
€ War began, Exer
nnerly done only i

a
It now performeq
abSCQQSeS an

Standarq £

great progress in Hatinh since
eses of the liver and the luf‘gi’
N major hospitals in the capi®”
here, Surgeons have tackled brait

d tumOrs, thus going beyond the I'CQUirC
T & provincia| hospital.

th
fo

e e

¥
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the same spirit that all the other sections of

ital are working. The section of gynaecology and
the oo is able to deal with the more current diseases -
ObStemfcihe neck of the womb, metritis, endocervitis,
o Oitis. uterine prolapsus, cyst in the ovary... At
eXocewtion, of ophthalmology, a mobile team has been
e Se; to operate on cataracts. In oto-rhino-laryngo-
fOrmethey have begun to operate on mastoiditis, retro-
lofg;yngian tumors and are prepared to deal with
Eases of deafness due to bomb explosigns.' In ?he
section of stomatology, dental. prosthesis s -bemg
introduced... And in each section, the training of
personnel for the lower level is in full swing ; great
efforts are made to provide every district hospital “"nh
new sections : ophthalmology, stomatology, oto-rtho—
laryngology, laboratory work, and even X-ray service.

It is in

Together with the gaixﬁy
curative activities of the polyclinic, the six proxx'mwcz;xl:
dispensaries join their efforts to extend a n-t n;t\x::zn
of prophylaxis down to the farm co-ops. ’lh!:\til )‘iq ;
of work, however, does not at all mean th-alt t 1;1; ‘mq‘
clear-cut separation between the two taakx ;t\.l l\(l ‘;‘,‘pk}
S expected to contribute to prophylaxx_s by 1 5 t 2 kwhxle
and  efficacious treatment, and i d!*P““_‘;“f.‘(;m o
doing preventive work, must joit} m_stuinf:; ;q e
nd such epidemics or dealing thF\ :011:< iarma‘ g

he six dispensaries give technical guids
Qistrict dispensaries.
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The malaria dispensary, the oldest h
on the basis of a mobile ant.- mal;:ms fm%
up in 1957. After a period of study to o team et
malaria chart of the province, a |a;ge~Sc‘;°'k Out g,
was launched in 1062, over vast malaria-infe Offensi,
peopled by 530,000 inhabitants, Tens %ted%
mostly made up of village sanitary off
work. At present, in spite of U,
has basically done away wit

icers set .
S. aggression, Haxua:

h that scourge,
Thc': ophthalmological dispensary, which cond
the fight against trachoma, has set up a vast net -
med by hundreds of specialized nurses 1:::
the supervision of ophthalmologists. In 1066 alone

this metwork gave 57,350 consultations and treated

24000 patients, of whom 9,750 have been cured.
;;xxeen posts for entropion operations are working 1n
i ;5 :!i:iages, having' performed 2,540 operations in
. 1966. The fight, which has been stepped up
1.31 spite of the war, will be long, the rate of morbidity
in the province amounting to 78.369,. ;
ﬁ;:lej;lp’.ﬂziary of . phtisiology carries its work 2

- the province, while directing the network,

Tuns a specialized clinic wi :
ic : '
the district trac with 60 beds for grave casts

their treatment ‘ks ouf T.B. cases and supen'Bﬁf
&ven either ip - ) v-at‘ village level, medical cgre B
Province) o énn:]B posts (which number ten lﬂth‘;
Persons m'zaﬁ"ﬂ.home, In 1967, 3,175 tutﬁﬂ@"“’
tions with BC(‘;ﬂkxges received treatment ; Va‘“‘?‘:

<M. WeTe made to 5175 newborn babse®

of hfigadg_, '

e Medical ki
e
o of the total), and to 250,000 people for a second
g2 e
fime- .

The dispensary of dermatology, while combating

at skin diseases which have somewhat spread
war conditions: itch, impetigo, senrf., gives

72 &

to
f::muws treatment to 243 lepers. The treatment,
which 13 done at home, depends on the basic orgami-

zations and goes together with patient explanatory
sork among the people of the places concerned. A
so-bed clinic of dermatology and a so-bed lazar house
are under construction.

The dispensary for mother and child care carries out
intensive work to propagate women's hvgiene, organizes
the treament of women’s diseases om a large scale,
sees to the health of the newborn, plays a leadng
part in setting up nurseries, and supervises turth
control. In 1966 alone, 2,825 exhibitions and stady
sessions attended by 210,000 persoms were held s
the province to popularize basic knowicdge of
women's hygiene, especially that comcersimg menses,
pregnancy and nursing. In the same year, the gynae<o-
logists gave 18,3500 consultations. With the asistascs
of the State Trade, 400,000 sanitary towels apsd the
Same number of panties were sold at low poes o
women peasants, who did not use them before. On fuse
% 1967, on the occasion of Intermitwmal Chiliren s
Day, a large-scale campaign was lounched to gTVE
Vermifuges to 56,000 chiliren from 1 t © years of
3. The rate of population growth fell from 3875 -
1965 to 2.4%, in 1gbb.
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The dispensary of hygiene and e |

ne:west. has become the most importqﬁt v
of the fundamental conception of ‘N 0 hes o aCcO\lnet
medicine and also of the 1'equil‘6mentso(;fth Viet ey,
m-.mnm_i by a large staff, including an ethe an~_ It
a specialist in contagious discases, g 'Il),ld‘e“unlogist,
a woman pharmacist, six ;msist:m,t ‘pl:\‘:il:l‘1nlngist.
L YSICT

pjdemiolo

a =Core 3 CAR ¢ ans
U‘ni of murses and laboratory assist lntmb ang
ToViIde Jeb - s Y dsslstants, "
P ided with well - thllpp@d labnl‘ilfm’iog ) It 15
T @ Power

gemerator and a section in which

S ani S fiTie, St
for experiments. animals are rajseq

S its es ! :
Im{j‘j;: “i;;ibh;hm_m.]t I 1904, it has conducte
on its V;w netw Ok hy stene and prophylaxis, relying
down to“the ork which covers the whole provﬂnce
o 0 ¢ Wor;;motest farm CO-0ps. Thanks to thi:‘:
Ak dr0 ,bihe province, by june 1967, could
o b,:ﬁh_roo [1; 'e septlc' tlanks, 16,000 wells and
. sf, the bulldlvng of these three kinds
* mjer vmagesobyrrggls hygiene will be completed
Mz%ss Vaccinations
multiple vaccination
cho?era, typhoid fever
nat;ons against tetanus
gohom_velitis and sma]]
t ;:ier of biological wa
) Preventive mea
m;;;fbn, 10 epidemics hy
reak of typhoid fe

9 pe
EVe

ha}ve been regularly carried out:
in a single injection against
and paratyphoid fevers: vacci-
. whooping cough, diphtheri2,
-pox. Conscious of the possible
rfare, the population asked for
sures, Since U, S. aggression
ve broken out, except a minof

TSOBS in Ducthe Ver in May 1966 which affected
Ty family s By and \_)Vas immediately jug‘ulﬂfed'
€en given a vaccination booklet

I s~ iba——

yont... 93

on the M ediotd "

he transport problem has become harder to cope
. ' the dispensary has produced by its own efforts
wlth{-fferent culture media and powdered subtilis;
: ”ar(; studying the preparation from local materials
to][,er}émcdies against certain chemical weapons.

The secondary medical

\e province has had its classrooms and labor-
in several villages where peasant
t to its 7oo pupils. It has grown in
h the provincial polyclinic
ost of its teachers and a base
posed of two sections :
h assistant-physicians,
harmacists and labo-

school of tl
atories scattered
families play hos
intimate association Wit
which provides it with m
for clinical practice. It is com
medicine and pharmacy, in whic
nurses and midwives, assistant-p
ratory assistants are trained.

The school director explained to me: «The new
circumstances compel us to achieve self-sufficiency n
the main and in all fields. To put this inte practice,
the cadres play a decisive role. We have succeeded in
setting up a whole network — I say network — which
enables us at present to carry on something like self-
reproduction.

‘“Perhaps you mean that your establi
to train enough cadres to satisfy presen

“We aim at satisfying not only imm
but also future needs, when peace

shment 1S able
t demands’ ”

ediate needs,
js restored.
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Besides, we are training cadres not onl

also in clinics and dispensaries, ip
courses, seminars and practical work, »

y at Schog]

) but
Uick. training

“Has the war required a revisio

n o
lums ? £ the Cury,
culums

“ There are no great changes as to cu
some in the organization of studjes, Nat
stress on first-aid practice and war me
new situation, we must achieve balance
macy and medicine, and it has been nec
pharmacists and laboratory assistants
tempo. To mobilize local resourses in

we accord considerable
medicine

rriculums, but
urally we lay
dicine, 1p the
between phar.
€ssary to trajy
at a quicke
a better way,
importance to traditiona|
, in both therapeutics and pharmacopoeia,”

Medical supplies and

traditional medicine

At the State Pharmaceut-
ics Shop of the province,
a telegram: ¢ K.A. shop
Report follows. ”’

the director showed me
bombed. Limiteq losses,

“It is the third
“Each of oy distri
two bombings. But
the first days, we 1
Those of the
300 smal] ¢

attack on that shop,”” he told me.
¢t branches has undergone at 1§asf
the damage has been limited. Since
ave taken care to scatter our Sto_res'
Provincial shop have been divided int?
€Pots entrusted to the care of the peopl®

e
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Mediml s

the

s of several kilometres. The basic
gt w to get medicines, which so far hac:
gifficulty l¢ from the capital. Our StO(-:k was s.mal
come mosty fiercely raided communication lines.
and the ] to reduce our activities and let the
some PrOPOSCdnage for themselves. We rejected thal'z
, 5 _
Oplﬂa'non lr\iltion. The medical and sanitary ?etvx?fc)ra
defeatist son ot up, it was mecessary g g
haViI;lg 23;1)13; service. We decided to step up our
wortny
ities Vi sly.
tivities vigorou .
) rkers at the pharmacy tr_1ed to Set' “II:;
1‘:’(‘: the network of medical-sanitary POSthf,'c(:ers
pafaﬂf e drugstores. The school of medltclal o dlmg
: se -
Otfa:‘:ed gtraining assistants to look a.f‘cer;t:l eoplanting’
: and at the same time, organise for local
Stotf:ring and buying of medicinal herbs;Ehe ks
iznsumption as well as for suL;PIY tor own needs,
. «Produce for you :
level. The motto was: i’r’(? T 1066, the s villoges
fad swpplies an the SPY ; ith 262 drugstores and
of the province were provided wit zden il
each of them with a two-sao (*) gar
herbs.

ity was ho

The

onducted through'
t local medicinal

the Pharmacy

A large-scale campaign Waslzi
out the province to fully exlf) .
resources, Combining their ef Oh 'serVice and the
section of the provincial' hfaalt mapped out & chart
Traditional Medicine Association

(*) One sao : 360 sq. metres.
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of distribution of local medicing] herbg.
duced the cultivation of ginseng anq m
Chinese medicinal herbs, which had s far bee, i
ed. While bee-keeping is not popular yet it
ised in some mountainous regiong and  gjyeg hone
which is an ingredient of traditional tonics, Sponsore({
by the State shop, in some ten families and g State
farm, they rear deer, whose horns, when t

: hey are not
ossified yet, constitute a much-sought-aftey traditiony
medication.

e
oy VaTietjo o%

The establishment of the factory of pharm
of the province marked an import
scattered buildings carefully camouflaged under the
greenery, 150 workers, men and
facture various medicines in injectable phials, mi.
tures and solutions, tablets and pills, as well as
traditional medications, 72% of the raw materials
come from local sources, To cope with the shortage
of glassware, the enterprise recovers old flasks and

bottles with the help of wvillage drugstores and
schools, *

aceuticg
ant  stage,

women, many.

“ Meanwhile, we co
medicines from the
“We have been ah
of the Population,
quantity of antibiotj
that heeded ip pea
medicines have go
Instead of going y

ntinue to receive highly specialized
capital,” the director went on.
le to meet the growing needs
To take a single example, the
Cs needed at present is ten times
ce time. And yet, the prices of
N¢ down by 30 to 50 per cent
P- Thanks to joint efforts at the

;TR

- Posed of 400 practitioners, has

- distriet hospitals and th(f - rurah with
Posts have been provided e€ac

U
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on the

| and ours, we have built up a* strategic ”
1 Ie‘lfl‘?ch will enable us to carry on the resistance
i
1 yeal‘S.”

Centrﬂ-
reseIVe w

f()r seVEIa

Lan Ong, the greatest

' se traditional medicine, spent the

ma?ter Oft\i)lfe tl?ieslrrlliefe in Ha Tinh. There he studied the

il pardicinal flora, established the formulae of nu-

. edications, trained many disciples and Wrote

- medical works. Two centuries have e[apse('i since,
Eiltll?[l:. r’?inh remains a land of renowned physicians.

Under French rule, “ Western” medicing .beincgl
reserved for the colonists and a hanfiful of pr1v1lleg:d
Vietnamese, it was traditional medicine that play

. the preponderant part in town as well as country. The

people’s power, which holds the national inheritance

. . s
- in high esteem, has helped to develop 15 t\;;gc;fc(i):)l;a{
| The two medical sciences, modern an

i deve-
not only have continued to co-exist, but have
loped in close alliance.

; is line. Its Tradi-
Ha Tinh succe_ssfully. applied dtb(;sir:u;(j)sg, o A
tional Medicine Association, foune:;gaged o Bl
ic fieldsand,

ictivities in both the curative and prophy lactic

ion, in first aid. It is
Since the beginning of U.S. aggression n

-ovincial and
% L. . t the 9 pIOVIDCI )
s ackive s - | medical and sanitary

a section of
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experience, which so far has been solely Tangy,:
from father to son. Our association also o Mitteq
attention to theoretical questions, We
publish a collection of traditional medicatig
treatise on #ateria medica in Ha Tinp,
those two works have been written with th
tion of our colleagues, physicians and phar
the modern medical school.”

S anq ,
Naturally, ‘
€ Cooper,. i
macists, of |

HE old folks recall the
times when there was
for the whole province a single ““ mandarin - doctor”,
a mythical character for the poor, who practically
never saw him. Today Ha Tinh has a physician for
€Very 20,000 inhabitants, an assistant physician for every
1,600, a nurse for every 200, not including practitioners
of traditional medicine, midwives and pharmacxsts,
first-aid volunteers and sanitary workers in the farm
€o-ops. Far from hampering it, U.S. aggression' has
quickened the development of the medical and sanitary
network of the province,

Ha Tinh has done the same as the rest of the country’

September 1967
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