An Outline History of

HANOI - 1976




AN OUTLINE HISTORY
OF THE VIET NAM WORKERY PARTY

(1930 — 1975)

N LANGUAGES PUBLISHING HOUSE
HANOI — 1976

FOREIG




Hist ation of the
listory of the Viet
i occasion of the
ng of the FParty R

r

ic } :
15 the -[_[.anslaf !

Commission fop the

G2l oF anpubli
=tudy of the

of the found
February 197)

(3 February

PART ONE: The
Vietnamese

SN
WOTrgLL

PART
date the people’s

ance war

AEEressors

PART THREE: The gocialist revolution in North
Viet Nam and the people’s national demaocratic

revolution in South Viet Nam 77
FOUR: The e T against
salvation, to liberate

PART
US aggression, for nati
defend the North

the South, deie

the peaceful

(1965-1975).
179

and advance toward
cation of the country

145

reun

CONCLUSION

APPENDIZ

PUBLISHER'S NOTI



FPART ONE

THE STRUGGLE TO SET UP THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS. THE AUGUST
1945 REVOLUTION AND THE FOUNDING OF THE
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM
(1920-1945)

THE BIRTH OF THE PARTY OF THE
VIETNAMESE WORKING CLASS

The Viet Nam Communist Party, later the
Indochinese Communist Party and now the Viet
Nam Workers' Party, came into being on February
3, 1930. This great event was a historical necessity
which met the demand of the cause of liberation of
the Viethamese working class and people.
Throughout the 4,000-years of their history, the
Vietnamese people have a tradition of resolute and
dauntless struggle against both foreign aggressors
and reactionary rulers within the country. In the
course of that struggle to build up and defend their
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country, our pecple's
awakened at a v

consciousness was

ery \,cuiy date.

When the French colonialists invaded our coun-
iry the class of feudal landowners, of which the
Nguyen dynasty was the representative, surrender-
ed to the aggressors. But our people eatedly rose
up in armed struggle ag aders and the
traitors to their country.' It took the French colo-
nialists nearly 30 years (1858-1884) to set up some
sort - of administrative machine in our ecountry.
Nevertheless, our people’s struggle continued in
various forms.?

The aim of the French colonialists was to turn
our country intc a market for their goods, grab raw
materials, get cheap labour, use cur people as can-
non fodder... They maintained the feudal regime as
a tool to oppress and exploit our people, divided our
country into three ky (zones) with different admin-
istrative regimes and legislations in order to divide
our people, 2 and carried out a
cbscurantism to poison our people’s n

Under the rule of the French imperialists, our
country became a colonial an.d semi-feudal country,
where two basic contradictions re dominant:
contradiction between our eountry and French impe-
rialif;m, and contradiction between our people,
especially the peasantry, and the class of feudal
Iandowners. Only when these contradictions were
solved could Vietnamese society develop.

1 Seﬂ Publisher's Notes
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But all previous anti-French movements had
failed. The contradiction between our country and
the agg icsm"s had not been solved, because our
people had no political line suited to the new histor-
ical era — the era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution — and no leadership capable of bringing
suecgess to the na tmm' liberation revolution.

The feudal landowner class had surrendered
to the imperialists: the fledgling bourgeoisie, whose
activities were hampered and restricted by French
imperialism, was economically weak, politically
meek, and therefore bent on making a compromise
with the latter. The peasantry and the petty bour-
geoisie, though yea"'nl‘np for independence and
freedom, were in an ideological impasse. Although
coming into being before the local bourgeoisie the
working class became an important political force
only after World War 1.

The great Russian October Revolution (1917)
opened up a new era in the history of mankind —
the era of transition from capitalism to socialism on
a world scale. The national-liberation revolution in
colonial and dependent countries became an inte-
gral part of the world proletarian revolution. In
these circumstances, the Vietnamese working class,
a class subjected to a three-fold oppression — by
imperialism, feudalism and the local bourgeoisie —
a class representing the most advanced production

forces and active in the very economic centres of

the enemy, naturally hecame the only class capable
of achieving political supremacy in the whole coun-

try.




Comrade Nguyen Ai Quoc, who later became
President Ho Chi Minh, was the first Vietnamese to
have realized those capabilities and that position of
the Vietnamese working class. As early as the 1920’s,
after studying the different revolutionary lines fol-
lowed by Eastern and Western countries, he had
come to the conclusion: “The only path leading to
national salvation and national liberation is that of
proletarian revolution.” (*) He endeavoured to prop-
agate Marxism-Leninism in Viet Nam and prepare
the working class for the founding of their party.

He had been active in the French workerg’
movement, taken part in founding the French
Communist Party at the Tours Congress in December
1920 and resolutely sided with the Communist Inter-
national. He founded the Intercolonial Union (1921)
and participated in the Peasants’ International Con-
gress (1923). Having soon realized that French impe-
rialism was the common enemy of the French work-
ing class and of the peoples of French colonies, he
established relations of mutual assistance between
the French revolution and the Vietnamese revolution,
and laid foundations for solidarity between the
peoples of the French colonies and the French work-
ing class and labouring people. He regarded the
revolution in the imperialist countries and that in
the colonies as the two wings of a bird. Right from
the beginning he closely combined patriotism with
proletarian internationalism. He became the soul of

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selecied Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 705.
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the combination of patriotism with proletarian inter-
nationalism.

His revolutionary activities and his articles
appearing in U'Humanité (of the French Communist
Party), La Vie Ouwriére (of the French General
Confederation of Labour), Le Paria founded by
himself, and his first books such as French Colonial-
iom on Trial (1925) and The Revolutionary Path
(1927) awakened Vietnamese patriots and led the
fevolutionary' movement in Viet Nam to the path
of Marxism-Leninism.

Owing to his efforts, Marxism-Leninism and the
influence of the October Revoluiion reached Viet
Nam, breaking through the steel meshes of French
colonialism, Vietnamese revolutionaries, especially the
young revolutionary intellectuals, eagerly absorbed
Marxism-Leninism, like thirsty people who have
found water. However, it was not easy for Vietnam-
ese revolutionaries to move from the old patriotic
stand to a patriotic one based on a Marxist-Leninist
viewpoint. Therefore, what was needed first was an
adequate organization in which Marxism-Leninism
would be combined with the workers’ movement and
the patriotic movement of the Vietnamese people.
That intermediate organization was the Viet Nam
Revolutionary Youth Association, founded by Com-
rade Ho Chi Minh in 1925, with a communist group
as a core to prepare for the setting up of the Viet
Nam Communist Party.

. From 1924 onwards, the national-liberation strug-
gle and the class siruggle in our country were
intensified. Revolutionary forces and counter-revo-
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forces put forward political programmes
to seek support from the populdtmn. Although it
was regarded as illegal and subjected to repression,
the Viet Nam Reuvols wry Youth Association suc-
cessfully exposed the deceitful a’ilegai'ionﬁ of the
French colonialists and their agents, and at the same
time effectively stru 1 againgt the reformist
nationalist and chauy t viewpoints of the bour-
geoisie and petty bourgeoisie.

In 1926-1927, the revolutionary movement kept
growing. The Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Asso-
ciation developed sorously. To carry out the
“proletarianization’” programme of the Association
many members went to work in mines, factories and
plantations wt they engaged in propaganda and

agitation work among the masses, orgammd and led
the workers’ struggle and awakened the working
class to its historical ’*"sissior, at the same time edu-
cating themselves to become true revolutionaries, As
a result, in 1928-192 ‘1 the workers’ movement grew

in strength and advanced from economic demands to
political ones. Besides the workers’ movement, the
struggle of the peasantry and the urban petty bour-
geoisie was also very active, They closely combined
and developed into a powerful nation-wide drive for
national liberation and democracy, in which the
werking class became an independent political foree,

In face of the nation-wide upsurge of the
masses, the Viet f‘-f(r,';""a T{Gt?oﬁutimﬂac-y Youth Asso-
ciation was no longer a to provide adequate lead-
ership to the revolution. 'I‘he time had come when

there had to be a real party of the working class, a

12

Communist Party, to push the Viethamese revolu-
tion forward. The more advanced elements in the
Association had perceived that objective necessity,
which, however, was hot recognized unanimously

and in time by the Association’s leaders.

Soon realizing the necessity for an independent
party of the working class, at the Congress of the
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth Association held in
Hongkong in May 1929, the delegation of Bac Ky
(Tonkin) prc-‘pcsed to dissolve that Association and
found a communist party. This proposal was hot
accepted, The Bac Ky d fn left for home and
declared the setting up 0'( the Indochinese Commii-
nist Party and issued a Manifesto in June 1929. *

ol

The 1 of the hdoc rinese Communist Party
resulted in a vigorous development of the commu-
nist movement in Indochina. In October 1929 the

(Cochinchina) branch of the Viet Nam

evolhrl shary Youth Association also declared the
ing up of a communist party, the Annamese
Cc-rﬂ nunist Party. These omn- caused the New
Viet Nam Rewvolution {x,’r;; Party® a patriotic organ-

: tendency, to be trans-
hina Communist League in

ization W

formed in
January 1930.
Thus, af 1929, there were three communist

orgamzatlons in Viet Nam. But this state of thing
could not last long, because under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism, the stirring movements of Viet-
.se workers and patriotic forces required leader-
ip by a single communist party. In these circum-
nees, comrade Ho Chi Minh in his capacity as a
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representative of the Communist International, con-
vened a meeting of representatives of the different
communist groups on February 3, 1930, at Kowloon,
near Hong Kong, to settle the question of uniting
the three Vietnamese communist organizations into
a single one, the Viet Nam Communist Party.

This founding conference had the importance
ol a Congress. It adopted the Party's Summary
Political Programme and Strategy written by
Comrade Ho Chi Minh. These early documents,
sketchy as they were, none the less set forth a fun-
damentally correct political line for the Vietnamese
revolution, which later on served as a basis for the
elaboration of the Political Theses by the Party
Central Committee. That political line was: to carry
out a bourgeois democratic revolution including an
agrarian revolution, in order to overthrow the
French imperialists and the feudal rulers: to gain
complete independence and lead Viet Nam toward
socialism and communism. To ensure success for this
political line, it was necessary to build up a party
of the working class, establish a worker-peasant
army, form a worker-peasant alliance, organize a
national united front, and achieve solidarity bhe-
tween the Vietnamsee revolution and the world
revolutionary movement.

Mass organizations such as the Red Workers’
Association, Red Peasants’ Association, Communist
Youth League, Women’s Association for Liberation,
Red Relief Society, Anti-imperialist Alliance (i.e.
Anti-imperialist National United Front) were succes-
sivelv set up in Viet Nam,

14

The founding of the Viet Nam Communist
Party marked a momentous turn in the history of
the Vietnamese revolution and heralded a new era,
the era of Vietnamese revolution under the
leadership of the working class and its vanguard, the
Marxist-Leninist party.

The Vietnamese working class, though not large
in number’, was geographically concentrated to a
relatively high degree, and was a homogeneous
class without a stratum of aristocratic workers thus
not subjected to the influence of reformism. More-
over, it had a close ally, most reliable and highly
combative : the peasantry. Both the workers and
the peasants are the main revolutionary forces of
our people, a heroie people with a tradition of
resolute and unbending struggle. These are the
favourable circumstances which allowed Marxism-
Leninism to take root firmly among the masses in
our country.

Because aof these characteristics of our working
class and our people and its basically just line, our
Party, although newly founded, had all the
requisites of a new-type revolutionary party of the
working class and soon became the only leader of
the Vietnamese patriotic movement.

In October 1930, the First Plenum of the Party
Central Committee decided to change the name of
the Party to Indochinese Communist Party and to
adopt the Political Theses elaborated by Comrade
Tran Phu, its first Secretary General. These Theses
pointed out that: in the era of imperialism and
proletarian revolution, after the triumph of the
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Great Russian October Revolution, the Vietnarnese
revolution had become an integral part of the world
proletarian revolution. The Vietnamese revolution
had to pass through two stages. In the first stage,
the bourgeois demoeratic revolution was carried out
under the leadership of the working class, to
overthrow the imperialist and feudal rulers, achieve
national independence, and give land to the tillers.
The an’ti~imperia]‘ist struggle and the anti-feudal
struggle were closely linked. The main forces of the
reve:lutmn were the peasants and the workers. The
Party had to build up the worker-peasant alliance
and use the revolutionary viclence of the masses
i an uprising to seize power. ;

After the a}‘-“*.-"f ntioned tasks had been
basically fulfilled, the revolution would move to the
second stage when Vict Nam was to be led straight
to socialism, without passing through the stage of
capitalist development.

The indispensable condition to ensure success
for the revolution was to have a Communist Party
based on Marxist-Leninist ideology, with a correct
political line to lead the revolution, an organization
based on democratic centralism, a strict discipline,
and close contact with -the 'mass
would mature through revolutio.nary struggle.

ty which

The Political Theses of the Party had great
historical ‘significance. For the first time, the
Vietnamese working class and people had a
programme of - new-type bourgeois democratic
revolution which exactly reflected the objective

d
laws of Wietnamese sociely, a colonial and semi-
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feudal one, and met the urgent needs of the
Viethamese people.

The Party’s Political Theses was an effective
weapon of the Vie nese Communists in the
struggle to defeat tl pholding viewpoints which
ignored the class struggle. They helped workers and
peasants avoid the disastrous influences of reformist
nationalism, proveeative and destructive Trotskyism,
and petty-bourgeois chauvinism,

With the Political Theses, our Party raised high
the banner of nationalism and democracy and
firmly maintained the working elass’ absoluie
leadership of the Vietnamese revolution.

5 U

THE REVOLUTIONARY UPSURGE IN THE
YEARS 1930-1931 AND THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST WHITE TERROR, FOR THE RESTORA-
TION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT

Our Party came into being at a time when a
severe econcmic crisis of capitalism had spread fo
our country. The French imperialists shifted on the
Vietnamese people all the burden of this crisis. The
workers and peasants were most direetly and
severely affected. In addition, from 1929 to 1933 our
country was “epeatoaly struck bv flood and drought,
The peasants were utterly impoverished. The

2 VH 17



number of unemployed workers was increasing.
Many national bourgeois and petty bourgeois became
bankrupt, The living conditions of all strata of the
population were seriously threatened. The economie
crisis, the intensification of colonial exploitation and
the policy of widespread terror applied before and
aiter the Yen Baj insurrection’ further deepened the
contradictions between our people and French
Imperialism. These were lavourable conditions for
our Party to organize and lead an uprecedentedly
powertful revolutionary movement in our country,
with a view to Opposing the terror policy and
demanding the release of detained revolutionary
fighters and an improvement of the people’s living
conditions,

The movement started with strikes by 5,000
workers at the Phy Rieng rubber plantation,
in Nam Bo (February 3, 1930), 4,000 workers of the
Nam Dinh Textile Mill, in Bac Bo (March 25, 1930),
400 workers of the mateh factory and the saw-mill
at Ben Thuy, in Trung Bo (April 19, 1930).
Especially after May 1st, 1830, the revolutionary
upsurge of the masseg spread from industrial firms
in Hanoi, Haij Phong, Nam Dinh, Hong Gai, Cam
Pha, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Saigon, Cho Lon, ete., to rural
areas such as Gia Dinh, Cho Lon, Vinh Long, Sa
Dec, Ben Tre, Long Xuyen, Can Tho, Tra Vinh, Thuy
Dau Mot, My Tho in Nam Bo: Nghe An, Ha Tinh,
Quang Ngai in Trung Bo: Thaj Binh, Ha Nam, Kien
An in Bac Bo. Throughout the country, hundreds
of workers’ strikes, thousands of Peasants’ demon-
strations took place, together with numerous meet-
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ings, school strikes and market strikes of small
traders. This movement of conseious struggle by
workers, peasants and members of the Petty bour-
geoisie closely united the anti-imperialist struggie
with the anti-feudal one, completely eliminating the
influence of bourgeais reformist nationalism.

The movement reached its elimax with the
establishment of the Nghe Tinh Soviets. In face of
the impetuous revolutionary movement of the
Mmasses, the imperialist and feudal administration in
a humber of rural areas in the provinces of Nghe An
and Ha Tinh disintegrated and collapsed. Executive
committees of village peasants’ associations led by
Party eells took in hand the management of gall
aspecis of village political and social life, thus
assuming the responsibilities of people’s power in
the Soviet style. For the first time, our people were
N control of loecal administration, Although they
did not last long, the Soviets resolutely repressed
counter—re*.folutjonary elements, abolished taxes
created by the imperialist and feudal rulers, and at
the same time ensured democratie freedoms to the
people ; distributed land to the beasants, compelled
the landowners to reduce the main rents and
renounce the auxiliary rents, organized literacy
classes {for the population, fought backward ways
and customs, Superstitions, ete.

The 1930-1931 revolutionary upsurge and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets had a Breat historical significance.
It was the first full-dress rehearsal staged by the
Vietnamese beople in preparation for the successful
August Revolution at a later date, The Party’s

19



political line, which was fo carry out a national
democratic revolution, with the slogans “national
independence” and “land to the tillers” became the
faith and hope of the masses. In the course of this
powerful revolutionary movement, our Party was
i tempered and matured. In April 1931, it was recog-
nized as a branch of the Communist International.

The revolutionary upsurge of 1930-1931 and the
Nghe Tinh Soviets proved that only the Vietnamese
working class and its wvanguard, the Indochinese
Communist Party, could lead the national democratic
reveolution in Viet Nam. It also proved that under
our Party’s leadership, the working class and the
peasantry, united with other strata of the population,
could overthrow the imperialist and feudal rule
and establish a people’s revolutionary power. The
method to achieve this objective was to use the
masses’ revolutionary violence.

Panicked by the masses’ rising movement and
the growing influence of our Party, the French
imperialists resorted to ruthless {ferror, in an
attempt to crush the revolutionary movement and
wipe out our Party. Several leading Party organs

| were smashed. Tens oi thousands of cadres, Party
meribers and patriotic combatants were arrested,
imprisoned or killed,

B

After mid-1931, the movement subsided, but

temporarily. In face of extremely great
dlfi culties, our Party and people still firmly believed
in the bright future of the revolution, The heroism,
determination and indomitability evinced by cadres,
Party members and the revolutionary masses gave

20

the revolution great prestige both in the country
and in the world,

In 1932, the Party put forward a Progroamme of
Action which reiterated the Party’s basic line in the
Political Theses, and defined a plan to carry it into
effect in the new situation.

Thanks to the loyalty and devoiion of Party
members who had managed to evade enemy arrest
and repression, the Party still maintained close
contact with the masses. On the one hand, the Party
consolidated its secret organizations, on the other,
it combined legal and illegal forms of action, using
legal forms to earry out propaganda, through the

press and in city councils, regional councils, etc.
The ca Party members detained in imperialist

jails continually organized and led struggles to
demand improvement of the detention regime, and
oppose the killing of prisoners and terrorism.
They turned imperialist prisons into schools of
revolution, drawing lessons from past struggles
and secretly transmitting the experience gained to
Party organizations outside the prisons, Fraternal
parties, especially the Soviet, Chinese and French
parties, gave our Party wholehearted assistance
during those difficult years.

From 1933 onward, the revolutionary movement
gradually recovered its strength. In 1934, the Party’s
Overseas Leadership Committee was created, with
the task of unifying Party organizations which
had been restored in the country, training leading
cadres and preparing for the convening of the First
Party Congress. This Congress took place in March




1935, in Macao (China)®. The work of this Committee
and that of the Party Congress resulted in the
unification of the Party organization at home under
the leadership of the Party Central Committee, The
Vietnamese revolutionary movement now had the
necessary conditions for a new upsurge.

The activities of our Party and the revolu-
tionary movement in our country proved that
despite enemy measures of “white” terror, our
Party, far from being liquidated, grew ever more
tempered and matured. About this President Ho later
said: “Turning bad luck into good fortune, our
comrades took advantage of their days in prison to
hold meetings and study theory. Onece more this
proved that the enemy’s policy of extremely
barbarous terrorism not only failed to hamper the
progress of the revolution, but on the contrary
became a kind of crucible through which revolu-
tionaries were tempered and hardened. As a result,
the revolution has triumphed and the imperialists
have been defeated.” (¥)

THE INDOCHINESE DEMOCRATIC FRONT
CAMPAIGN (1936-1939)

The serious consequences of the 1929-1933
economic crisis and the subsequent gloomy economic
situation of the imperialist countries further

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Works — Su fhat Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 765.

deepened the social contradictions and intensified
the revolutionary movement in these countries. To
counter the masses’ struggle, the monopoly capital-
ists in a number of imperialist countries suppressed
bourgeois democratic freedoms and carried out
faseist policies. The German — Italian — Japanese
fascists had established a powerful position. They
feverishly prepared for war in order to re-distribute
world markets ,and for an attack against the Soviet
Union in an attempt to wipe out the fortress of
world revolution.

In this situation, the Seventh Cengress of the
Communist International (July 1935) pointed out
that the immediate task of Communist parties and
of the working class was not yet to struggle in order
to overthrow capitalism and achieve socialism but
to fight against fascism and fascist wars of aggression
to realize democracy and to preserve peace. For
this reason, the Communist Parties of all countries
must unify the workers’ forces and create a broad
popular front comprising patriotic and democratic
parties and organizations and various strata of the
population in order to engage in joint action against
the principal and immediate enemy, fascism.

In the anti-fascist movement, the French
Popular Front, the core of which was constituted by
the French Communist Party, won victory at the
elections of May 1936. A Popular Front government
tcok power in France. This event had a direct
influence on the political situation in our country.
As a result of the economie crisis and the French
imperialists’ repressive policies all strata of the
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population in our country, including the national
bourgeoisie and the democratic personalities, wanted
democratic changes.

In view of this situation Comrade Le Hong
Phong, alternate member of the Communist Inter-
national Executive Committee returned to Viet
Nam to directly lead the revolutionary movement,
together with the Central Commitiee. In accordance
with the resolution of the Seventh Congress of the
Communist International, our Party, at its First
Congress held in the summer of 1936, pointed out
that the task of the Indochinese revolution was then
to participate in the world front for demoeracy and
peace, against fascism and fascist wars of aggression.
The Congress decided to temporarily put aside the
slogans “Overthrow French imperialism,” and “Con-
fiscate the landowners’ land for distribution to the
tillers” and to organize an Indochinese Anti-imper-
ialist Popular Front. This Front was later changed
into the Indochinese Democratic Front, which rallied
all democratic and progressive forces, struggled
against the main immediate enemy — the French
fascists and the French reactionary colonialists —
for democratic freedoms, improvement of living
conditions, against fascist aggression, for world
peace. As regards the forms of organization
and methods of struggle, the Party Central
Committee instructed that all legal and semi-
legal  forms be used fto carry out propaganda,
organize the masses, and at the same time to
consolidate and develop secret Party organizations
that legal and semi-legal activities bhe continued

D3

with illegal activities to expand the organization of
the Party and of the Democratic Front and the
masses’ struggle be intensified.

Comrade Ho Chi Minh, the founder, trainer, and
leader of our Party then abroad, was closely
following the demoeratic movement I‘n the country
and giving most judicious directives

To ensure success for the revolution in those
days, he urged for the organization of a broad front.
But with the Trotskyites, there should absolutely
be no compromise. They must be exposed and
politically annihilated. He said :
fil the above-mentioned task, t
singly fight against -*flm-lon-
tematic study of Marxism-

se hr‘ cultural and political level of
EE

“In order to f1
Party must une
alism, and or
Leninism to
all Party members...” (%)

Under the leadership of the Party, the move-
ment of the masses was greatly intensified, begin-
ning with the campaign to organize an Indochinese
Congress. Everywhere, action committees were set
up, talks and meeting were organized with a view
to collecting the people’s wishes and demanding that
the French Popular Front Government should carry
out democratic reforms and improve the living
conditions of the masses. As a result of pressure by
the popular movement in France and in Indochina,
many political prisoners were released. Several

] 14'11 ty Documents 1935-1939, circulated inside the
Party edited by the Commission for Research on the
Party’s History, I 1964, p. 434-435.




newspapers of the Party, of the Indochinese
Democratic Front and of the Democratic Youth were
legally published®. Qur Party availed itself of the
circumstances to engage in joint action with petty
bourgeois political groups and democratic-minded
bourgeois intellectuals and also with the Indochina
branch of the French Socialist Party on a number
of concrete guestions,

From mid-1936 to mid-1939, the militant move-
ment of the masses in Indochina developed very
rapidly. Strikes and demonstrations broke out in
large cities and industrial areas, especially Saigon,
Hanoi, Haiphong, Vinh, Ben Thuy, Hong Gai, Cam
Pha, etc. The workers demanded improvements in
living conditions, an 8-hour work-day, freedom to
organize uniong, friendship associations. Manual and
brain workers organized iriendship associations,
mutual help associations. Millions of peasants took
part in demonstrations to demand a reduction of
taxes and an end to exactions and extortions.

In this period our Party regarded its urban
activities as the central task, without, however,
neglecting the countryside, It severely ecriticized
“left” deviations, such as isolationism. narrow
mindedness, failure to use legal and semi-legal
forms to push the movement forward, and right
deviations, such as legalism, being. intoxicated by
partial successes and neglecting the consolidation of
secret Party organizations, lack of vigilance against
the Trotskyites and unprincipled cooperation with
them, too much zeal in seeking the support of the
bourgeoisie and landowner class while neglecting to
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consolidate and develop the revolutionary forces of
workers and peasants, and paying insufficient
attention to the question of worker-peasant alliance.

The Indochinese Democratic Front campaign
(1936-1939) was actually a powerful extensive
national and democratic movement, although our
Party at that time was too reserved and failed to
put ‘:qu)'{‘ih. a slogan making clear its stand on the
question of national independence. In the course of
leading the masses, the political level and the
capability of cadres and Party members had been
considerably raised. The prestige and influence of
the Party had grown among the masses, The impor-
tant T_hii-zg was that the Party had availed itself of
the circumstances to use legal and semi-legal forms
to propagate Marxist-Leninist thought, and the
political line of our Party and of the Communist
International, The legal publications of the Party
and of the Democratic Front played a great role in
mobilizing and educating the masses, organizing and
leading their struggle, at the same time smashing
the deceitful propaganda and sabotage activities of
the Trotskyites and other reactionaries, who became
more and more isolated.

The fact that the Party was able to use legal
forms of activities, including activities in chambers
of representatives and colonial councils, constituted
a great victory for Communists in a colonial and
semi-feudal country like ours where there were
more prisons than schools, and where the people
enjoyed no democratic freedoms, even mere bour-
geois democratic freedoms.



Our Party had
success ;: through the strug

still another great
igle for democratic free-
doms and improvement in living conditions and
through the mobilization and education of the
masses it had buil “a popular

cal army"”’
compris

the

in the cities and
brought about an
during which a host

viti

ly, the powerful movement ol
Democratic Front had been
rehearsal in preparation for
Foral . .
U101,

the August

Later, when assessing the Democratic Front
novement (1936-1939) President Ho said “It taught
us that anything which is in agreement with the
people’s aspirations is supported

who

will actively participate in the only
then do we have a real movement of the masses. It

also taught us that we must do our utmost to avoid
subjectiveness, narrow-mindedness, ete.”’ (%)

THE 1939-1945 NATIONAL-LIBERA'

MOVEMENT AND THE AUGUST RE

In September 1939, Word War II 1
The French colonialists in Indochina ruthlessly
repressed the revolutionary movement led by our

har

(*) Ho Chi Minh, For Independence and Freedom

1, for
. - - T 1, . I et i
Sacialism — Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 98 (in

Vietnamese},
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Party, and decreed general mobilization, {rantically
and wealth for the fascists’ war
1 activities were no longer
cadres who had been
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the two Jundamental social contradictions then
existing in the three Indochinese countries, and that
the national liberation movement was an integral
part of the werld revolutionary movement.

In June 1940 France was occupied by Hitler's
fascist armies. The Japanese fascists availed them-
selves of the occasion to invade Indochina, The
French colonialists surrendered to them, but the
indomitable Vietnamese people rose up to fight
against both the French and the Japanese, The Bac
Son insurrection'? broke out in September 1940.
The Nam Ky " (Cochinchina) insurreetion took
place in November of the same year. In January
1941, troops mutinied at Cho Rang and Do Luong. !
These insurrections and mutinies had great repercus-
sions heralding a fierce struggle by our people to
reconquer independence and freedom.

In November 1940, the Seventh session of the
Party Central Committee * was attended by Com-
rades Truong Chinh, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang Quoc
Viet, Phan Dang Luu, Tran Dang Ninh and others.
It pointed out the serious threat to the Indochinese
peoples then under a double yoke — the French and
Japanese fascists, — and decided that our Party’s
immediate task was to lead the Indochinese peoples
in making preparati sing  to
seize power. It also decided that the armed forces
organized for the Baa Son insurrection be main-
tained and revolution bases established and that the
Nam Ky insurrection be postponed. But owing to
difficulties in communications the instructions did
not reach their destination in time, and the insur-

15 for an armed ug
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rection broke out, At this Session, a provisional
central committee was elected. Comrade Truong
Chinh was made acting secretary-general.

On October 13, 1940, the Baec Son insurrection
forces were organized into the {first Vietnamese
guerrilla unit under the leadership of our Party.
Shortly after, this unit grew into three platoons of
the National Salvation Army. "

On February 8, 1941, Comrade Ho Chi Minh
returned to the country to assume direct leadership
of the Vietnamese revolutionary movement. In May
1941, the Eight Session of the Party Central Com-
mittee met at Pac Bo, presided over by Comrade
Ho Chi Minh.Y On the basis of a penetrating
analysis of the situation in the country and in the
world, the Central Committee concluded that the
revolution to be carried out in the immediate future
should be a revolution of national liberation and
that all the revolutionary forces of the people should
be spearheaded against the Japanese and French
fascist aggressors, because “should we fail at this
moment to liberate the country and recover inde-
pendence and freedom for the entire people, not
only would the whole of the country and the people
remain enslaved for ever, but also the interests of
a section, the working class, would never be
reclaimed.” (*)

At the Eighth Session, the Party Central Com-
mittee developed and amended the resolution of

(*) Excerpts from the resclution of the Eighth Session
of the Party Central Committee, May 1941,
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the Sixth and Seventh Session on the questions of
national liberation, decided to settle this gquestion
within the fr work of each Indochinese country,
te found the /.19 Nem Independence League (Viet

Naem Doe Lap Dong Minh Hoi, or Viet Minh, in an
abbreviated form), \"flCﬂ comprised N tional Sal-
vation Asscciations of it strata of the popu-
lation (Workers” Association for National Salvation,
Peasants’ Association for National Salvation, Youth
Association for National Salvation, Women’s Asso-
ciation for National Salvation, Old Folk Association
for National Selvation, rm-ymen’s Association for
National Salvation, Buddhi t Bonzes' Association for
National Salvation, Association of Ouverseas Viei-
namese for National Qalvat; on ete.) An extremely
flexible policy was adopted, with a view to dividing
the enemy to the utmost and rallying all forces that
could be rallied in order to save the country and
liberate the people. It was decided to establish revo-
lutionary bases, build up and develop armed forces,
speed up revolutionary work in all respects, in order
to prepare for an armed uprising, proceeding from
local uprisings to a general uprising to seize power.

Central Committee was officially elected and

Comrade Truong Chinh was made Party secretary-
general.

The Resolution adopted at the Party Central
ymmittee’s '.?Gig_{hth Session and Comrade Ho Chi
Minh’s appeal to all our countrymen, issued after
“ot he Central Committee, greatly
our entire Parly and all our people.
laid down by the Central Committee

at that historic meeting were strictly carried out by
the whole Party and led to the victory of the Revo-
lution of August 1945,

The Japanese and French fascists had conflict-
ing interests in Indochina, but they were equally
determined to crush the Vietnamese revolution.
They ruthlessly repressed and massacred tl 1€ people
killed or imprisoned patriotic fighters. The Viet
Minh programme fully responded to our r)oopleq
aspirations to independence and freedom. All pa-
triotic Vietnamese did their utmost to realize that
programme. And the Viet Minh grew rapidly, despite
extremely severe repression.

At that moment, ti-fascist Allied Powers
were meeting with difficulties, The German, Italian
and Japanese fascists were in a strong position, But
our Party and Comrade Ho Chi Minh clearly saw
that the Soviet Union and the Allies would certainly
win victory, that the Japanese and French fascists
in Indochina would sooner or later fight each other,
and that the Vietnamese people would certainly
reconquer their independence. This unshakable faith
in our people's bright ruture was communicated by
the Viet Minh to the entire population,

In 1943, the liberation movement was fairly
strong in the countryside, but still weak in the cit-
ies, especially in the larger ones where a movement
of students and intellectuals was still lacking. The
Party took concrete measures to broaden the Viet
Minh front, vigorously develop the movement in the
cities, and put forward a Vietnamese Cultural Fro-
gramme to draw Vietnamese artists and intellectuals
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into the Culturel Association for National Salvation
a member organization of the Viet Minh Front.
illegal publications of the Party and of the Viet
Minh Front denounced pro-Japanese tendencies, the
reliance on Japanesn forces and the illusion that
power could be seized through peaceful negotiations
with the Japanese. They fought against the Trot-
skyite provocateurs and saboteurs and the A.B.’s €l
against division and factionalism : and sought to
consolidate unity and single mindedness in the Party
and the Front, and to strengthen the Party’s leader-
ship of the Vietnamese revolution.

o

In August 1944, the Party Central Committee
called on the people to “get weapons and drive out
the common enemy’. A revolutionary atmosphere
was seething threughout the country. In a number
of localities, especially in the revolutionary bases,
the people were eager for action, but the Party
pointed out that the opportunity had not yet come
for an uprising. '
In October
gave the order
Cao Bang — Ba

1944, Comrade Ho Chi Minh himself
to postpone the insurrection of the
- Lang Son population, as
conditions were not vipe for it." The Party
Standing Committee also severely ecriticized the
armed uprising staged at Vu Nhai-— Dinh Ca on
November 11, 1944 as a petty

bourgeois aect which

(*) f-\ ‘3 (Anti-Bol oteurs who fzign 1o
be communists in order to undermir communism. Em-
ployed by the French, they infilirated into our Party and
tried to divide it and wreck the Indochinese revolutionary
movement.

Caa
Hha

prematurely revealed our forces.” At the same
time, the Party pointed out that higher forms of
struggle were needed to step up the movement. On
December 22, 1944, the A: 1 Propaganda Brigade
for the Liberation of Viet L\';m was ereated in Cao
Bang under the command of Comrade Vo Nguyen
Giap. * This unit, together with the National Sal-

) intensified armed siruggle, combining
it with political struggle.

At that time, the counter-oftensive by the Sovietl
great victories, The fate of the
German fascists was sealed. In mﬂ Pacific area, the
Japanese were in a hopeless situation,

Knowing the Japanese were preparing to
overthrow Freng h rule in Indochina, the Par!
Standing Committee convened an enl argud confer-
ence on March 9, 1945 to decide on the
taken, As cur Party had predicted, figh
he French and the Japanese broke out. To eh*mnd
he danger ¢ ing attacked from bhehind if and
when Allied troops landed in Indochina, the Japan-
ese fascists staged a coup de force onMarch 9, 1945,
overthrew the French and hecame the scle maste
of Indochina. In t
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salvation, to prepare for a genmeral uprising. In
areas where conditions were favourable, guerrilla
warfare was intensified and the local administration
was overthrown. To speed up preparations for a
general uprising and bring quick relief to famine
vietims, the Conference decided to mobilize the
masses for a campaign to “seize rice stocks and
save people from starvation”. The coneclusions and
the resolutions of the Conference led to concrete
measures, and the historie instruction of the Pa*"tv
Standing Committee on “What we must do now that
the Japanese and the French are shooting at edach
other” issued on March 12, 1945 was very timely
and stimulated the spirit of initiative of local Party
organizations.

From the end of March onwards, the Vietnamese
revolutionary movement rose like a tidal wave, local
uprisings broke out in many places®. And revolu-
ticnary base areas were created”

Active preparations were made for a general
uprising. In April 1945, the Party Standing Com-
mittee convened the Tonkin Revoltu,ionary Military
Conference. Presided over by the Party secretary-
general®, the Conference decided to merge all armed
forces into a Viet Nam Liberation Army, develop
armed self-defence units and self-defence combat
groups, and open short-term training courses for
military and political cadres. In June 1945, a
liberated zone was created which comprised six
srovinees in Viet Bac: Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang
Son, Thai Nguyen, Tuyen Quang and Ha Giang™
Revolutionary people’s committees were established

at all levels, and important Viet Minh policies began
to be carried out. The liberated zone became the
principal revolutionary base for the whole country ;
it was to grow up into the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam.

While cur people were actively preparing for
the general uprising, a terrible famine had broken
out in Bac Bo and the northern part of Trung Bo.

T'wo million people died of starvation. This was the
most disastrous consequence of the poliey of
exploitation and war of the Japanese and French
fascists. The mobilization of the masses for seizing
rice stocks and saving people from starvation, which
responded to the most urgent need of the people,
fanned up the movement of struggle and insurrec-
tion, and prepared the people for rising up in arms
and seizing power. The people’s reveolutionary spirit
was greatly enhanced. The revolutionary movement
hdd. rallied not only workers, peasants, small traders,
small shop-owners, students, state employees but
also members of the national bourgeoisie and a
number of small landowners. National Salvation
organizations, self-defence units sprang up in nearly
all hamlets and even in the cities. An atmosphe
of insurrection prevailed throughout the Coumrv

World War II was drawing to an end. After
annihilating the German and Italian fascists, the
Soviet Union declared war on the Japanese fascists
on August 8, 1945, Within a matter of days, the
Soviet armed forces had crushed the Japanese crack
armies stationed in the three provinces(*) of

(*) Liaoning, Kirin and Heilungkian.
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Northeastern China. On August 15, 1945 Japan
u 141 a1] ] ]
unconditionally surrendered to the Soviet Union and

the other Allied powers.
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The People’s Congress which met at Tan Trao
on August 16, 1945, adopted the Ten Major Policies
:?x',-‘-t forth by the Viet Minh, sanctioned the Order
jor a general uprising and elected the National
Liberation Central Committee, i.e. the Provisional

‘ernment headed by President Ho Chi Minh, At
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French and the Japanese are shooting at each other”,
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Lis
conditions for an uprising as specified in these
instructions, mobilized the masses for an uprising to
soize power immediately after Japan’s surrender.”
The successful uprising in Hanoi on August 19, 1945
had a decisive effect on the situation in the whole
country. A successful uprising took place on August
93, 1945, in Hue, and another on August 25, in
Saigon. Within fifteen days, the general uprising had
succeeded in the whole country. The victory of the
August Revolution resounded both at home and

and especially taking into account the favourable

abroad.

On September 2, 1945, in the capital, Hanoi,
President Ho Chi Minh, on behalf of the Provisional
Government, read the Declaration of Independence,
announcing to the Vietnamese people and to the
world the birth of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam inaugurating a new era in the history of the
Vietnamese people, The Vietnamese people became
the real masters of their country.

The Revclution of August 1945 was a national
liberation revolution, a decisive step in the national
people’s democratic revolution in Viet Nam, made
under the leadership of our Party. It smashed the
French colonialist yoke imposed on our people for
nearly a hundred years and overthrew the feudal
monarchy of several thousand years, founded the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, our people’s
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independent and democratic State, the first worker-
peasant State in Southeast Asia.

The August Revolution was not only the result
of the 1939-1945 struggle for national liberation, but
also the outcome of a revolutionary process which
began with the founding of our Party and passed
through two full-dress rehearsals, the revolutionary
upsurge of 1930-1931 and the 1936-1939 widespread
movement of the Indochinese Democratic Front.
Through fifteen years of continuous struggle, from
1930 to 1945, our Party had mobilized, educated and
organized all strata of the population, mobilized the
great worker-peasant force, realized the worker-
peasant alliance. On the basis of this strong worker-
peasant alliance, the Party had rallied all patriotic
forces into a broad National United Front, the Viet
Minh Front, built up revolutionary forces every-
where, in the mountain regions, in the countryside
and the cities. It had built up people’s armed forces,
combined armed struggle with political struggle,
combined local guerrilla war with local uprising in
the countryside, and when the opportunity came,
had mobilized the masses in time for a general
uprising in the countryside and in the cities, to
overthrow the rule of the imperialists and their
feudal agents and seize power for the people.

The August Revolution had a strong popular
character. It had mobilized the masses throughout
the country for an uprising, paralysed the reaction-
ary elements, raised to a high level our people’s
spirit of self-reliance at a time when our country was
surrounded by imperialist powers, and strictly car-
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ried out the Declaration of the Viet Minh Front that
“our liberation must be our own work”, without
waiting for the proletarian revolution to triumph in
France, without relying on any direct aid from
outside,

The August Revolution is a model national
liberation revolution led by the working class, which
triumphed in a colonial and semi-feudal country,
through e general armed uprising of the masses, a
clever combination of armed struggle with various
forms of political struggle of the masses to seize
power, and establish a popular regime. It disrupted
the colonial system of imperialism at its weakest
point, greatly contributing to breaking up that
system.

\bout the August Revolution, President Ho Chi
Minh wrote :

“Not only the Vietnamese labouring class and
people, but also the labouring class and oppressed
peoples elsewhere, can be proud that for the first
time in the history of colonial and semi-colonial
peoples a party only fifteen years old, has success-
fully led a revolution and seized power in the whole
country.”

(*) Ho Chi Minh, For Independence and Freedom, for
Socialism — Su that Publishing House, Hanoi 1870, p. 101
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PART TWO

I THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE THE PEOPLE’S

POWER. THE PROTRACTED RESISTANCE WAR

AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONJTALIST
AGGRESSORS
(1945-1954)

THE STRUGGLE TO PRESERVE AND
CONSOLIDATE THE PEOPLE’S POWER

The young Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
was contronted with countless difficulties. Hardly had
the terrible famine caused by the French-Japanese
fascist imperialists’ policy of plunder come to an
end when a great flood occurred in Bac Bo, followed
by drought. The rice could not be planted in time,
There was stagnation in all branches of production,
commodities were in short supply and the State
stores left by the Japanese were empty.

At the very moment when our people were fac-
ir_l'g so many difficulties, two hundred thousand

43



Chiang Kai-shek troops penetrated into the North.
Supposedly they were coming on a mission entrusted
by the Allies —to disarm the Japanese troops in
Indochina — but in fact, they were lackeys of the US
imperialists, and were committed to earry out their
evil desighs — to do away with our Party, destroy
the Viet Minh and help the Vietnamese reactionaries
overthrow the people’s power and set up a puppet
administration to work for the US¥, In the South,
British troops, who came also under the pretence of
disarming the Japanese, were actually an expedi-
tionary corps whose task it was to pave the way for
a French comeback.® They helped the French colo-
nialists reconquer Nam Bo and Southern Trung Bo,
and work cut plans for a reconquest of the whole of
Indochina. While the different imperialists colluded
with one another to attack us politically and milita-
rily, their henchmen, the Vietnamese traitors, mul-
tiplied slanders, provocations, divisive schemes. and
instigated and organized rebellions.

These seemingly insuperable difficulties were
an extremely serious trial for our people. Yet, under
the clearsighted leadership of our Party, they main-
tained close unity and firm resolve, were determined
to keep the oath of Independence, and stood ready
“to mobilize all their physical and mental strength
to sacrifice their lives and property in order to safe-
guard their freedom and independence.”

On November 25, 1945, the Party Central Com-
mittee issued a directive on “Resistance war and
national construction”, and pointed out that it was
an urgent task of the Party and the people to “con-
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solidate our political power, fight against the Frenc.h
colonialist aggressors, do away with the domestic
traitors, and improve the people’s livelihood.”

The main problem then was to safeguard the
revolutionary power.

To maintain power, it was necessary to struggle
against the manceuvres of the imperialists and their
henchmen and repress the counter-revolutionaries,
while at the same time stabilizing the people’s life,
building up and consolidating the people’s revolu-
tionary power, :

On September 3, 1945, acting on President Ho
Chi Minh’s _proposal, the Government Council decided
to launch a campaign to increase production and give
relief to the victims of famine. Within a short period
of time subsidiary crops were grown in many
localities. The production of maize, sweet potatoes
and cassava increased several fold, Famine was
driven back. The peasants gradually restored the
acreage under rice.

Other measures designed to improve the people’s
livelihood were actively carried out in the first
months of revolutionary power : confiscation of land
holdings of the French colonialists and the V‘i{}.‘inam:._
ese traitors for distribution to poor peasants; equi-
table and rational redistribution of communal lands
to all citizens, men and women ; a 25 per cent reduc-
tion of 1:—111d—'rent; promulgation of the eight-hour
work day ; protection of the workers’ rights in their
relations with their employers.

Great attention was paid to the cultural, educa-
fional. and health work and especially to the fight
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against illiteracy. By the end of 1946, over two
million people had learnt to read and write.

To defeat all reactionary forces and overcome
every difficulty, it was important to put into effect
and bring into full play the people’s sovereignty.
Implementing the directives laid down by the Party
and President Ho Chi Minh, the Government decided
to organize general elections to elect the National
Assembly and formally set up the Government.

On -January 6, 1946, general elections were
successfully held throughout the country at a time
when the South was being subjected to armed ago-
gression by the French imperialists, and when in the
North, the Chiang Kai-shek troops were resorting
to every evil trick to sabotage the general elections
and overthrow the people’s power. The first general
election in our country had therefore, the character
of a fierce class and national struggle. In Nam Bo
alone, 42 cadres heroically laid down their lives dur-
ing the election campaign. In all localities, the peo-
ple also proceeded with a high sense of urgency to
elect people’s councils at different levels, and these
people’s councils formally elected people’s commit-
tees which replaced the provisional ones set up
during the first days after the general uprising,

With the great success of the elections to the
National Assembly and the people’s councils at all
levels, our people demonstrated the invincible
strength of their national union and their iron will
to govern their own destiny.

Along with the preparation and organization of
the general elections, a Constitution — Drafting
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Committee was set up by virtue of a decree issued
on September 20, 1945. Under the chairmanship of
President Ho Chi Minh, the Committee performed
its work with a high sense of urgency, and on No-
vember 9, 1946 the National Assembly adopted the
first Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, a revolutionary constitution which laid down
the Vietnamese people’s right to be masters of the
land, and their democratic freedoms. The Viet Minh
Front was consolidated and developed. In May 1946,
the Viet Nam National Union Association (Lien Viet)
was founded to rally those parties and individuals
who, for one reason or another, had not yet joined
the Viet Minh. The national union based on the
worker-peasant alliance — foundation of the people’s
power — was steadily consolidated and strengthened.

The Party devoted special care to the building
of the armed forces and urged the entire people to
turn their minds to our kinsfolk in the South who
were heroically fighting against the French colonial-
ist aggressors. The movement of support to the resist-
ance war of our South Vietnamese counirymen be-
came a broad and seething political campaign. “Sup-
port-the-Resistance™ committees were set up every-
where, Within a short period of time, contingent
upon contingent of troops set out from all parts
of the Fatherland, and moved south to join the
fight. Under the Party's leadership, the difficul-
ties due to the French colonialists’ attack in the
South were overcome one after another. In the
military situation, there was a turn for the better.
The South Vietnamese people and armed forces won
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big victories which were a source of encouragement
for our entire people in their patriotic fight against
the enemy.

While in the South, French troops were conduct-
ing a cruel war of aggression, the Chiang Kai-shek
troops and their lackeys in the North ecarried out
all kinds of =§c:‘ne‘ es in attempts to overthrow the
people’s power.” In face of that extremely compli-
cated and difficult situafion, our Party applied most
skilful and flexible tactics with a view to dividing
the enemy’s ranks and isolating him to the highest
degree. The Central Committee pointed out: “Our
main enemy at this time is the French colonialist
aggressors. We must concentrate the fire of our
struggle on them”(*). The Chiang Kai-shek troops
were also a great danger to us, but they dared not
yet overtly attack us as the French colonialists had
done. On the other hand, they were being confronted
with a great threat — the powerfully growing revo-
lutionary struggle of the Chinese people under the
leadership of the Chinegse Communist Party. There-
fore, the policy of the Party at that time was to
show a conciliatory attitude to Chiang Kai-shek
while firmly defending national sovereignty and
independence. Because of the seething revolutionary
spirit of the popular masses in our country and the
firm stand of our Party and Government, the provoc-
ative schemes of the Chiang Kai-shek clique were

”'"_F}Tirectiw: on Resistance War and National Con-

struction issued by the Central Committee on November
25, 1945

foiled and their agents’ acts of betrayal of the nation
duly punished.

After six months’ occupation of North Viet Nam
the Chiang Kai-shek troops still failed to carry theu‘
dark schemes into effect, On FeLrna\"y 28, 1946, in
compliance with the US imp« ists’ order, the
Chiang Kai-shek clique signed with the French colo-
nialists an agreement sllowing French troops to come
to replace Chinese troops in North Viet Nam 3° Thus
the imperialists clearly revealed their sinister design
to arrange a French f‘-c'ionia“’{i reconguest of our
whole country. Our Party was of the view that the
Chinese-French agreement uid not corneern the
French and Chiang Kai-shek alone but rather the
imperialist camp as a whole. It made clear that in
view of this situation, there were only two choices —
first, to take up arms and resolutely oppose the
introduction of French troops into the North, thus
facing the prospect of fighting against several enemies
at a time ; second, to enter into talks with the French
and take advantage of the contradiction between the
imperialist countries to drive out the Chiang Kai-
shek troops and gain e to consclidate and develop
the revolutionary forces in prepa:
wide resistance war. Our Party chose the latter
course. On March 6, 1946, cur Government signed a
preliminary agreement with the French, laying a
basis for formal negotiations. But hardly had the ink
dried on the agreement when the French colonialists

ation for a nation-

reneged their pledge’!. But as a result of the firm
and persistent struggle of our people, formal negotia-
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tions between our Government Delegation headed by
Comrade Pham Van Dong and the French Govern-
ment Delegation opened at Fontainebleau (France)
on July 6, 1946. Our Government’s correct and firm
stand enjoyed the approval and support of the French
people and progressive public opinion in the world.
But the negotiations ended in failure because the
‘rench colonialists had only one desire —1to restore
their rule over our country. The danger of a fierce
and protracted war on a nation-wide scale was im-
minent. To gain more time to prepare for the resist-
ance, President Ho Chi Minh signed the September
14, 1946 Modus Vivendi with the French Government
before leaving France for home.

The conclusion of the preliminary agreement
was a very sound and wise move of our Party. It
made it possible for the Vietnamese revolution to
remove a cruel enemy directed by the US imperial-
ists, and to spearhead the flames of struggle at the
French colonialists, the immediate and most danger-
ous enemy of the Vietnamese people. At the same
time, our people gained precious time to prepare
their foreces for a protracted resistance war.

The difficult and complex situation which pre-
vailed during the period from the triumph of the
August Revolution (1945) to the end of 1946 was a
severe test for our Party and Government. Our
young revolutionary power was like “a thousand-
kilogram weight hanging by a hair.” But our Party
and Government headed by our venerated and belov-
ed President Ho Chi Minh led our people through
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all dangers and managed to safeguard it and develop
our strength.

When the French colonialists deliberately started
a war, our nation-wide resistance hegan.

THE LINE OF CONDUCTING A NATIONAIL,

ALL-SIDED AND PROTRACTED RESISTANCE

WAR AGAINST THE FRENCH COLONIALIST
AGGRESSORS

THE IMPORTANT VICTORIES RECORDED IN THE
FIRST YEARS OF THE RESISTANCE

Just as our Party had anticipated, the French
colonialists carried on the policy of “accomplished
facts” in the hope of reimposing their rule on our
country. Following numerous French provocations,
the war spread to the whole country on December
19, 1946. The period of temporary compromise had
come to an end. Under the leadership of the Party
and President Ho Chi Minh, the entire Vietnamese
people rose up in a resolute fight to preserve national
independence and unity and to defend and develop
the gains of the August Revolution.

On December 20, 1946, President Ho Chi Minh
pointed out :

“As we desire peace we have made concessions.
But the more concessions we make, the more the
French colonialists press on for they are bent on
Teconquering our country,
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“No ! We would rather sacrifice everything than
lose our country., Never shall we be enslaved!” (*)

Following President Ho Chi Minh's appeal, the
Party Central Committee issued on December 22,
1946 a directive about the national resistance war.
The directive pointed out the goals and character of
the stance and laid down a common program of
action for our Party, armed forces and people. It
made clear that this was a resistance war conducted
by the entire people in all fields, during a long
period, and in a self-reliant spirit,

Early in 1947, Comrade Truong Chinh wrote The
Resistance Will Win to explain the Party’s line and
policy in the resistance war. The fundamental prin-
ciples were laid down as follows: our people were
fighting against imperialism—an enemy possessing a
strong army and large quantities of weapons. That
is why we had to fight a protracted war in the course
of which we were to put out of action and destroy
an increasing number of enemy forces while preserv-
ing and developing our own; thus we would grad-
vally turn the table on the enemy, passing from
an inferior position to a superior one, and win final
vietory. To fight a protracted resistance war, we
had to rely on our own forces. Therefore, the general
iy of the resistance against the French colonial-
ressors was that of a protracted war conducted
elf-reliant spirit. To win vietory, it was neces-
sary to unite the entire people, mobilize their man-

"itings — Foreign Lan-

(*y Ho Chi Minh, Selected Wri
73, p. 68.

guages Publishing House, Hanoi, 19
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power, material resources and intellectual capabili-
ties for the resistance, and struggle in all fields —
military, political, economic and cultural. Our peo-
ple’s protracted resistance was to go through three
stages : defensive, active atirition and general coun-
ter-offensive. The idea of a people’s war conducted
by the entire people was affirmed. The armed forces,
with three kinds of troops — main-foree units, re-
gional troops, and militia and guerilla {orces —
to be the core of the resistance waged by the enti
people under the Party’s leadership.

ta

Our resistance war began in extremely difficult
conditions. The terrible famine caused by the French
and the Japanese in 1945 had almost exhausted our
people. The enemy possessed air, naval and land
forces with modern weapons. We had only a newly-
organized infantry with little experience and lacking
everything. Our Party advocated, however, the con-
duect of a resolute resistance in the course of which
we would build up our strength and foster the forces
of the people while fighting against the enemy.

The facts of nearly one year of nation-wide re-
sistance showed that the enemy was unable to wipe
out our main-force units with modern weapons. He
managed to occupy only a few towns at very high
costs to his forees. Our guerilla warfare developed.
The armed forces with three kinds of troops took
shape, Our people displayed a high degree of heroism,
they feared neither hardships nor sacrifices and ably
earried out both production and fighting.

1 oh, the greater the

The more the war dr:
difficulties and embarrassn

it of  the enemy.
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Therefore, he sought every means to bring the war
to an end, while still in a position of strength. On the
one hand, the enemy made frenzied preparations for
a major offensive which was to wipe out our main-
force units and leading bodies of the resistance. On
the other, he rigged up a dummy government with
which he signed a seemingly radical “agreement”
in an attempt to impose his terms upon us.

To this end, the French imperialists mustered in
late 1947 some twenty thousand troops to mount a
large-scale offensive against Viet Bac hoping to de-
stroy the base area of the whole country, annihilate
the main-force units and knock out the leading bodies
of the resistance. The Central Committee of the Par-
ty had anticipated this scheme and directed the Par-
ty’s Committees at all levels to be on guard against
it. On September 13, 1947, it issued the instruction
What did Bollaert say, and what must we do? In
which it made clear that “all forces of the nation
must be mobilized against the French colonialists’
manceuvre of making Vietnamese fight Vietnamese
and preparations must be made to foil all major
offensives bf the enemy in the coming months.” On
October 15, 1947 it issued a new instruction. The
French winter offensive must be smashed. Carrying
out this instruction, our people and armed foreces on
all theatres of operations in the country put up a
valiant fight in close coordination with those of Viet
Bae, and won glorious victories. After over two
months of hard fighting, our people and armed forces
smashed the French plan for a lightning war, preserv-
ed their strength, maintained the base area of the

54

whole country, wiped out large numbers of enemy
troops and captured big quantities of weapons and
military equipment.

After the French defeat in Viet Bac (Winter 1947)
the face of the war changed. The enemy realized
that it was impossible to wipe out our main foreces
by means of large-scale operations, and to win the
war quickly with his own forces. That is why in
1948 there was a shift in his strategy : giving up all
attempts to expand the occupied areas, he tried to
consolidate his rear areas, firmly entrenching himself
in Nam Bo (the South) instead of mounting attacks
in Bac Bo (the North) ; big operations gave way to
smaller ones intended to destroy our economy and
our mass bases rather than to wipe out our main
force units ; at the same time, frenzied efforts were
made to strengthen the puppet administration, press-
gang more men into the puppet army and enlist US
aid.

On the other hand, the Viet Bac victory gave
our people and armed forces increased confidence in
the final victory of the protracted resistance war. As
the resolution of the enlarged session of the Party
Central Committee in January 1948 rightly put if,
“The Viet Bac campaign marked a major turn in our
nation’s protracted resistance war. It pushed us for-
ward, into the second phase, that of atfrition.”

After pointing out that our resistance had enter-
ed the strategic phase of attrition, the enlarged ses-
sion of the Party Central Committee in January
1948 and the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Conferences of



cadres (May 1948, August 1948 and January 1949
respectively) made the following decisions:

In the military field, to smash the enemy offen-
sives against our base areas, to develop guerilla war-
fare with independent platoons and companies, armed
opaganda groups and shock work teams. The gener-

guideline in the attrition phase was to regard
guerrilla actions as the main form of fighting and
mobile warfare as a secondary one, but to attach
great attention to stepping up mobile warfare and
to build up people’s armed forces comprising main
force units, regional troops, and militia and guerilla
forces. ;

In the political field, to strive to strengthen the
union of the entire nation, to broaden the national
united front, to consolidate and strengthen the peo-
ple’s power, to destroy the enemy’s puppet adminis-

tration, to step up agitation work among enemy
troops, to enlist the support of the socialist countries
and peace-loving and progressive foreces in the world.

pr
al

In the economic and financial field, to improve
the material and cultural life of the people with a
view te conducting a protracted resistance war, to
develop the new democratic economy, to de“-.félop
state-run enterprises, to prepare conditions for the
planning of the state sector of the economy, to pro-
mote foreign trade; to carry cut the Party’s land
policy to foster the peasants’ forces and promote
agricultural production; to blockade and destroy
the enemy economy.

In the cultural and social field, to educate and
mebilize the cultural circles for an active participa-

a6

tion in the resistance work; to pursue the struggle
against illiteracy, to improve the educational system,
to promote a new culture with a national, scientific
and mass character ; to step up the campaign for a
news way of life: to fight against bad customs, to care
for the people’s health,

In March 1948 the Party Ceniral Committee
initiated a big patriotic emulation movement in the
Party, army and people. The patriotic ardour and

W7 o - '

ned forces were
a result, sguerilla warfare

creative spirit of the people and ai
brought into play. As

strongly developed as from 1948, Many enemy rear
¢ ours. National union was broadened.
eurther strengthened and developed.

areas becam
The Party was

Before the August Revolution, our Party had
been an illegal, underground one. But after the
Revolution, it became a party in power, and it led
the sacred resistance war of our people against the
French' colonialist aggressors. The overwhelming
majority of its cadres and members were tested and
tempered in this resistance war. However, because
the Party was in power, a number of them were
likely to indulge in bureaucratism, “commandism”
and aloofness from the masses. In this situation,
some people had joined: the Party with wrong mo-
tives. In October 1947, President Ho Chi Minh wrote
the book Change the Style of Work, in which he set
forth twelve points for Party building. About the
first point, he said:

“The Organization is not one for becoming man-
darins and earning money. It must fulfil its tasks of
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liberating the nation, and ensuring prosperity to the
Fatherland and happiness to the people.”(¥)

President Ho Chi Minh’s March 1947 letter fo
the comrades in Bac Bo and the book Change the
Style of Work became documents for daily study by
cadres and Party members to enhance their virtues
and improve their style of work.

President Ho Chi Minh often said: “We can
liken the Party to a power generator, the resistance
and construction work to electric lights, the more
powerful the generator, the brighter the lights.” He
used to recommend cadres and Party members, to
strive for increased unity and single mindedness
within the Party. On January 18, 1949 in the speech
made at the closing session of the 6th Congress of
Party Cadres, he said :

“Although we may come from different national-
ities and classes, we follow the same doctrine, pur-
sue the same goal, are bound together in life and
death, and share weal and woe. That is why we must
sincerely unite. To reach our destination, to organize
ourselves is not enough: We must, besides, be sin-
cere in our minds.

There are two ways to achieve ideological unity
and inner cohesion: criticism and self-criticism.

(*) Change the Style of Works — Su that Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1955, page 33. Because at the time of writing
the Party was not yet operating in the open, the author
used the word “Organization” for Party,
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Everyone, from the top down, must use Lh_eml 'Lo
achieve ever closer unity and greater progress..” (*)

He also said:

“Though comprising a large number of people
our Party goes to combat united as one man. This
is due to vdiscipline. QOurs is an iron discipline — That
is, a severe and conscious one.

We must strive to maintain this iron discipline
of our Party.”(")

Under the leadership of the Central Committee
and President Ho Chi Minh, by 1949, our Party had
actually been built into a strong mass party. Its forc-
es developed everywhere. Its leading role over the
resistance and construction work was strengthened.

To the vietories of our people and armed forces
were added those of the world revolutionary move-
ment. In October 1949, the Chinese revolution tri-
umphed. In January 1950, the Soviet Union, Chin.a
and the other people’s democracies formally recogni-
zed the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and estab-
lished diplomatic relations with our Government.

At that time there existed some erroneous view
among Party members about the protracted charac-
ter of the resistance and the decision to prepare ac-
tively for the general counter-offensive. In the sum-
mer of 1950, the Party Central Committee rectified
in time those incorrect ideas and actions with a view
to driving home to the cadres and people the neces-

(*) Flo Chi Minh, Selected Writings (1920-1969) — op.
cit, p. 89,
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sity of launching a protracted war of resistance and
being self sufficient.

On the basis of the victories recorded in 1948-
1849 and the important diplomatic successes., the
Central Committee decided in September l“"\) to
launch the Frontier Campaign, which was a resound-

ing victory. Our people and armed forces managed

not only fo wipe out an important part of enemy
troops, to consolidate and expand the Viet Bac hase
area, and to liberate part of our territory, but also

to link our country to those of the socialist camp, and
to break the imperialist encirclement of our CfJ]-_"i..':.'lt.‘-.“%-'.
The frontier victory marked a big leap in 1"7..:?-
growth of our people and armed forces’ fighti
strength, in our Party’s art of directing the war, For
the first time in the history of the war against the
French colonialists, our armed forces mounted a ma-

jor offensive and smashed the enemy’s defence line
along the border. They had grown up rapidly to
include three kinds of forees — main forc&e units
regional troops, and militia and guerilla forces. ,

At the beginning of the war, in view of the
discrepancy between our forces and:the enem

some people had likened our war of resistance to a
fight between “a grasshopper and an elephant.”

Early in 1951, in his Political Report to the
Second National Congress of the Party, President
Ho Chi Minh pointed out: :

“And such a fight it would be if things were
looked at with a narrow mind, solely from the
angle of material strength and in their present
state. Indeed agsinst the enemy’s -'-.I?-_I"Dl?_'.!"1;’_t:«'. ancl

Gl

artillery we had only bamboo sticks. But our Party
is a Marxist-Leninist one. We look not only at the
present but also to the future and have firm confi-
dence in the spirit and strength of the masses, of the
nation. Therefore we resolutely told ‘rho se wavering
and pessimistic people :

Yes, it’s now grasshopper versus elephant,

But tomorrow the elephant will collapse,

Facts have shown that the colonialist “elephant”
is getting out of breath while our army has grown
up into a powerful tiger.”(*)

The vietory of the Frontier Campaign showed
that our resistance forces had grown up in all res-
pects especially in the military fields. Our people and
armed forces made active preparations for the gener-
al counter-offensive.

THE PARTY’S SECOND NATIONAL CONGRESS.
THE PREPARATIONS IN ALL RESPECTS FOR
THE GENERAL COUNTER-OFFENSIVE

Because of the rapidly growing strength of our
people and our armed forces, the Fre 1ch colonialists
found themselves in an ever more difficult situation
in their prolonged war of aggression in Indochina.
In the military field, in spite of a considerable in-
crease in the enemy’s forces in comparison with the

Chi Minh, Selected Writings —p. 11
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beginning of the resistance, his lack of troops grew

more and more serious. In the political field, because
they were conducting an unjust war, the French
aggressors encountered increasing opposition from
the French people and progressive publie opinion in
the world. Their ranks were torn by sharp internal
contradictions and divisions. French eabinets fell one
after another. In the economic field, France was
more and more dependent on the United States and
there was a serious decline in French finances, But
In view of their reactionary nature and of the policy
of increasing dependence on the US imperialists, the
French colonialists stubbornly prolonged the “dirty
war” in Indochina, and strove hard to carry out the
scheme of “making Viethamese fight Vietnamese.
and feeding war by war.”

As far as we were concerned, our people’s resist-
ance and construction was powerfully developing.
The prestige of our Party and Government was being
heightened in the international arena.

The new changes in the international and nation_
al situation required an increase of leadership by
the Party in all fields with a view to pushing ahead
the resistance to victory. For the time being it was
necessary to chart a line for defeating the French
colonialists and the American interventionists while
bringing out the aim, tasks, content and character-
istics of the people’s national demoeratic revolu-
tion in our country; we had to put an end to the
state of semi-clandestinity of a party in power and to
clearly lay down the rules for building the Party in
accordance with the new situation.

62

In this context, the Party’s Second National
Congress played a particularly important role.

The Congress was held from the 11th to the 19th
of February 1951. It was attended by 158 delegates
and 53 alternate delegates representing over 760,600
Party members from central, south and north Viet
Nam and from abroad.

After the opening speech of Comrade Ton Duc
Thang, the Congress heard President Ho Chi Minh’s
Political Report and Comrade Truong Chinh’s Report
on the Vietnamese revolution, then adopted the Ma-
nifesto, Political Programme and Rules of the Party.

President Ho Chi Minh's Political Report was a
document of great theoretical and practical value, in
which he not only summed up our Party’s experiences
of the past 20 years and more, but also pointed gut
the important achievements of the world revolution
during the first half of this twentieth century. He
said :

“In a word, many events of great importance
have occurred in the first half of the Twentieth Cen-
tury, but we can predict that thanks to the efforts of
the revolutionaries, even greater and more glorious
changes will take place in its second half.”(*)

That situation showed even more clearly the
brilliant prospects of the revolution in our _country
under the leadership of the Party. In the Political
Report, President Ho Chi Minh outlined the glorious
stages in the Party's history, and pointed out that

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings —p. 102
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the revolution in our country had gone from victory
to vietory because :

“We have a great, powerful Party. Its greatness
and strength is due to Marxism-Leninism, to the
constant efforts of all our Party members, and to the
love, confidence and support of sur entire army and
people.” (%)

In his Repott on the Vietnamese Revolution,
Comrade Truong Chinh presented to the Congress
the whole line of people’s national demoeratic revolu-
tion in Viet Nam. That was the first time our Pariy
held that the bourgeois demoecratic revolution in a
couniry like ours is a people’s national democratic
revolution,

The Report correctly analyzed the character of
the Vietnamese society and pointed out the enemies
of the Vietnamese revolution, its motive forces, its
leading role, etc. It said that the immediate task of
the people’s national democratic revolution in Viet
Nam was to drive out the French imperialist aggres
sors and overthrow the feudal forces in the pay of
imperialism, regain national independence, and a-
chieve people’s democracy ; then it should proceed to
accomplish the socialist revolution and build soeial-
ism, bypassing the stage of capitalist development.
The Report pointed out: “Under the leadership of
the working class, with the labouring people as the
motive force, this revolution not only fulfils anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal tasks, but also promotes
a powerful development of the people’s demoeratic

(*) Ho Chi Minh, op. cit.,, p. 128,
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regime ; at the same time, it brings about socialism
in embryo, and creates conditions for an advance to
socialism. This revolution accomplishes the bourgeois
demaocratic tasks and grows into a socialist revolu-
tion.”(*)

The Report on the Vietnamese Revolution was
an important document which summed up the Party’s
experiences over more than 20 vears of struggle. It
represented a correct combination of Marxist-Lenin~
ist theory with the practice of the Vietnamese
revolution,

The Political Programme of the Viet Nam Work-
rs’ Party adopted by the Congress on the basis of
the Political Report and the Report on the Vietnam-
ese Revolution was the develepment and comple-
tion of the Party’s general line in the people’s nation-
al democratic revolution. The basic problems of the
people’'s national democratic revolution were ex-
pounded in the Political Programme in a concise but
complete and clear manner, lighting the way for the
Party’s practical activities in the period ahead. The
Political Programme pointed out that:

*The basic task of the Vietnamese revolution
now is to drive out the imperialist aggressors, to
gain genuine independence and unity for the nation,
to remove the -feudal and semi-feudal wvestiges,

(*) Truong Chinh, On the Vietnamese Revolution,
Teport to the Party’s Second National Congress (Feb. 1951).
Documents of the Party's Second National Congress,
bPublished by the Commission for Research on the Party’s
History, Hanoi, 1965, p. 101.
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to give land to the tillers, to develop the people’s
democratic regime to lay foundations for socialism.” (%)

The Congress adopted basic policies on the build-
ing and development of the Party, on the building
and strengthening of the administration, the army,
the national united front, on the economy, finances,
ete., with a view to pushing ahead the resistance war
to vietory. It decided to bring the Party into the
open with the name of Viet Nam Workers' Party.
Comrade Ho Chi Minh was elected President of the
Party, and Comrade Truong Chinh was re-elected
Secretary General,

The Second National Congress marked a big step
forward in the growth of our Party. For the first
time since its founding, the Party was able to hold a
great Congress fully attended by delegates of all its
organizations at home and abroad, democratically
elected from below. Generally speaking, all problems
discussed and decided at the Congress had been dis-
cussed previously in the entire Party. The correct
and clearsighted line of the Congress was a basic on
which to unite the entire Party and people and to
take the revolution forward to new victories.

On March 3, 1951, the Viet Minh and Lien Viet
Fronts merged. The national union based on a solid
worker-peasant alliance under the leadership of the
working class was consolidated and strengthened.
On March 11, 1951, the Conference for a Vietnamese —

(*) Document of the Party’s Second National Congress
published by the Commission for Research on the Party's
History, Hanoi, 1965, p. 117.

Khmer ~— Lao Alliance further strengthened the al-
liance between the three fraternal peoples struggling
against the French colonialist aggressors and the US
interventionists, their common enemies, for national
independence, their common ideal.

In October 1951 the victory won by our army
and people in Hoa Binh frustrated the French colo-
nialists’ attempt to regain the initiative in the Bac
Bo battle-field and to launch attacks on our free
Zohes.

In 1952, the Party Ceniral Committee decided
to launch a campaign for a threefold rectification:
rectification of the Party, Army, and mass work. This
campaign carried out in 1952-1953 resulted in fur-
ther consolidating and strengthening the Party’s lead-
ership and developing the people’'s armed forces to
meet the pressing requirements of the situation at a
time when the resistance war had entered the stage
of fierce battles.

Along with political and military victories, we
had, since 1951, recorded important successes in the
economic field. The movement for increased produc-
tion and self support was stepped up. Not only did
we manage to ensure adequate supplies in foodstuffs
and consumer goods, we also produced weapons. We
set up workshops for the manufacture of grenades,
mines, bombs, mortars, bazookas, recoilless guns, ete.
We built up a wartime economy along new demo-
cratic lines.

The Party paid particular attention to fostering
the people’s potential. While earrying out the resist-
ance war, it put into effect the policy of reduction
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of land rents, interest rates, and other policies design-
ed to gradually limit the exploitation by landlords,
and improve the peasants’ livelihood. But in view
of the development of the resistance, the above steps
were not enough to foster the strength of the peas-
ants and to increase the resistance forces. In 1953,
the Central Committee reviewed the implementation
of the land policy since the August Revolution and
decided to mobilize the masses for sirictly carrying
out the reduction of land rents, including the repay-
ment of surplus rents, and for achieving a land
reform, thus putting into effect the slogan: “Land to
the tillers” even while the resistance was going on.
The campaign for righting the mass work was
integrated into the mass mobilization campaign for
implementing the land policy.

Thanks to this correc policy, the resistance forc-
es of our people grew ever stronger and constantly

recorded big victories.

THE HISTORIC VICTORY OF DIEN BIEN PHU
AND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA

The long-drawn-out Indochina war caused the
French colonialists to suffer increasingly heavier
defeats. Since 1953 virtually the whole of the French
Expeditionary Corps had been bogged down in
“occupation” and “pacification” tasks, and its mobile
forces had been greatly reduced. France's economy
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and finances were in an increasingly eritical situa-
tion. The internal contradictions of the French colo-
nialists became more acute. In the meantime, the US
imperialists, defeated in Korea, were seeking to fur-
ther intervene in Indochina. On the one hand, they
increased aid to the French colonialists and their lac-
keys, on the other, they forced the French to grant
more sham “independence” to their puppets and to
et the Americans control the puppet army and ad-
ministration and directly command the Indochina
war, Thus in mid-1953, with US accord, Navarre was
appointed commander-in-chief of the French expe-
ditionary forces in Indochina. Then the “Navarre
plan” was mapped out which was in fact a US plan
carried out under US direction. Both the French
and the Americans wishfully believed that within
18 months they would regain the strategic initiative
and move from defeat to victory on the Indochina
battlefield.

At the beginning of 1953, on the basis of a scien-
tific analysis of the situation over the whole of Indo-
ehina, our Party Central Committee put forward
directives for the winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign :
to concentrate our forces, launch attacks on places
of strategic importance where the enemy is relative.
ly weak, so as to compel him to scatter his foFces'
thus creating new favourable conditions for us to
gradually annihilate the enemy’s forces and expand
the liberated zone. At the same time, we intensified
guerilla warfare in the enemy’s rear areas, and
defended the free zone, bringing about favourable
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conditions for our main forces to destroy the enemy
in places chosen by us.

Our army’s constant activities in many direc-
tions had foiled Navarre’s plan of concentrating mili-
tary forces in the Bac Bo delta. Half of the enemy’s
mobile forces were pinned down in the mountain
regions ; this situation ecreated very favourable con-
ditions for a vigorous development of guerrilla war-
fare in the enemy’s rear areas. In Binh Tri Thien
and the southernmost part of Central Viet Nam,
regional troops and militiamen foiled enemy mop-
ping-up operations, destroyed important communica-
tion lines and expanded guerrilla bases. All the ene-
my offensives against the free zone were repelled.
In Nam Bo, we intensified guerilla warfare and increa-
sed agitation work among French and puppet troops
and wiped out or forced them to evacuate thousands
of posts and watch-towers. In November 1953, on
being informed of the advance to the North-West of
a part of our main forces, Navarre hastily concen-
trated more than 5,000 paratroops and dropped them
on Dien Bien Phu in order to secure a foothold in
the North-West and to protect Upper Laos. After-
wards, he sent even more forces, determined to build
Dien Bien Phu into the most solid fortifield en-
trenched camp in Indochina.

In December 1953, our Party Central Committee
decided on waging a battle of strategic character in
Dien Bien Phu. Comrade Vo Nguyen Giap, Comman-
der-in-chief of the Viet Nam People’s Army was
entrusted by the Central Committee with the direct
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command of this battlefield. The strategic resolve
of the Party Central Committee was swiftly trans-
lated into the will and action of the entire Party,
army and people. Our artillery and infantry units,
with only rudimentary equipment, built hundreds
of kilometres of roads through forests and mountains
to the battlefield, dug hundreds of kilometres of
communication trenches under intehse enemy fire,
and hauled heavy guns up hill and down dale to the
battlefield.

Putting into effect the slogan “all for the front,
all for victory” 200,000 volunteer carriers provided
more than 3,000,000 work days to serve the Dien
Bien Phu front. Tens of thousands of members of
shock youth brigades together with engineer units
valiantly opened new roads and defused enemy de-
layed-action bombs on communication lines, Tens of
thousands of pack bicycles, buffalo-carts, ox-carts,
horse-carts and boats were used for the transport of
rice, foodstuffs and ammunition to the front.

On the anti-feudal front, land reform was step-
ped up. Roused to action, the peasants rose up to
overthrow the landowner class, bringing about a
leap forward of the resistance forces. The resistance
against the French colonialists had come to a decisive
phase: the slogans “national independence” and
“land to the tillers” could be carried out simulta-
neously, resulting in a combination of armed struggle
with political struggle on a large scale and building
up a great force which contributed to bringing about
the great Dien Bien Phu victory.
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After 55 days and nights of continuous fighting,
on May 7, 1954 our army completely destroyed the
Dien Bien Phu fortified entrenched camp, annihilat-
ing or capturing over 16,000 enemy troops. The entire
French command led by De Castries surrendered
after hoisting a white flag.

The Dien Bien Phu victory was the greatest
victory of our army and people in the protracted
resistance against the French colonialists and Amer-
ican interventionists, one of the greatest battles
in the history of the oppressed peoples’ struggle
against the professional armies of the colonialists.
“The great Dien Bien Phu battle will go down in
national history as a Bach Dang, 32 a Chi Lang, ¥ a
Dong Da 3 of the 20th century” (*)

It was a source of pride and encouragement for
all our army and people, a great inspiration to the
national liberation movement in the countries under
the colonial system of imperialism.

" During the winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign,
which climaxed in the victory of Dien Bien Phu,
112,000 enemy troops had been annihilated and
numerous areas of great strategic importanece
liberated.

The winter 1953-spring 1954 campaign and the
Dien Bien Phu victory smashed the Navarre plan

(*) Le Duan, The Vietnamese Revolution: Fundamen-
tal Problems, Essential Tasks — Foreign Languages Publish-
ing House, Hanoi 1970, p. 63. Those are three of the most

rilliant decisive victories won by the Vietnamese people
over foreign invaders, respectively in the 13th, 15th and
18th centuries (Ed).
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and contributed decisively to our victory at the
Qeneva Conference(¥).

The Geneva Conference on Indochina opened on
April 26, 1954 at a moment when our army was
going to launch the third wave of assaults to decide
the fate of the enemy at Dien Bien Phu, Our
Government’s delegation headed by Comrade Pham
Van Dong came to the conference table as one from
a victorious nation.

(*) Strategically, the protracted resistance war of our
people against the French colonialists’ ageression passed
through 3 stages. At present, there still exist different opin-
jons as regards the name and starting point of the third
stage.

The first opinion holds that the third-stage was the
counter-offensive stage as assessed by the Second Congress
of the Party (Feb. 1951). Beginning in the winter of 1853,
this stage was marked by a series of sirategic offensives
of our army and people in all battlefields, the climax of
which was the decisive offensive on the enemy’s strongest
fortified entrenched camp at Dien Bien Fhu, which compel-
led the enemy to move from a strategic defensive position
to withdrawal and failure.

The second opinion holds that the third stage was
the stage of offensive beginning with the frontier campaign
0). After the frontier campaign, our army and
people having won back and kept the initiative opened
campaign after campaign of strategic significance, driving
the enemy into the defensive and forcing them to gradually
withdraw from important areas in the battlefield. This
form of partial offensive developed info all-round offensive
in winter 1953-spring 1954, the climax of which was the
great Dien Bien Phu victory.

This question is still being studied.
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The great victory of our army and people at
Dien Bien Phu came at just the right moment, thus
effecting a wonderful combination of military and
diplomatic struggle. In the meantime, the Central
Committee of our Party held its Sixth Session
(7-1954). The Central Committee unanimously ap-
proved the Political Bureau’s decision to negotiate
peace in Indochina on the basis of French recognition
of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Viet Nam. The Session made a
decision “to direct the spearhead of our struggle
against the US imperialists and the warlike French
colonialists, to restore peace in Indochina on the
basis of the victories won by our people, to frustrate
the US imperialists’ attempt to prolong and extend
the Indochina war, to consolidate peace and bring
about the reunification of the country, to win com-
plete independence and achieve democracy throughout
the country.”

On July 20, 1954, after 75 days of arduous
struggle, the Geneva Conference came to a success-
ful end. The French government agreed to restore
peace in Indochina on the basis of the recognition
of the independence, sovereignty, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia
by France and other participant countries in the
Geneva Conference on Viet Nam. The Viethamese
people were to carry out free general elections in
July 1956 (*) in order to reunify their country. The
E (*) According to the Final declaration of the Geneva
Conference on July 21, 1954 on Indochina, Cambodia and
Laos were to carry out general elections in 1956.
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French troops were to be withdrawn from Indo-
china.

In face of the unanimity of the participant coun-
tries in the Geneva Conference, the US imperialists,
although adamantly refusing to sign the joint com.
muniqué of the conference, at last had to make a
separate declaration pledging to respect the Geneva
Agreement on Indochina.

The great success of the Geneva Conference
was the fruit of the struggle against imperialism, for
national liberation, waged by the people of Indo-
china for nearly a century, and especially the result
of the heroic armed struggle of the Vietnamese
people during nine years of the holy war of re-
sistance under the leadership of our Party and Pre-
sident Ho Chi Minh, A peaceful settlement of the
Indochina problem in the spirit of the 1954 Geneva
Conference was not only a great victory of the

~ peoples of Indochina; but also a great victory of the

world’s people struggling for peace, national inde-
pendence, democracy and socialism.

*

After nearly nine years of arduous but ex-
tremely heroic resistance, our people completely liber-
ated the North from French colonial rule, bring-
ing about conditions for completing the land reform
throughout the northern part of our country and
leading the North to the stage of socialist revolution.
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In the war of resistance against the French, our
people had to fight not only against aggression by
the French colonialists but also against the attempt
by US-led imperialists to conguer our country, elimi-
nate our Party and the revolutionary movement in
our country, check the revolutionary movement in
the world. By resolutely waging a war of resistance
until final victory, our people fulfilled not only their
national duty but also their duty to the world revo-
lution.

In his article about the war of resistance of our
people against the French colonialists written on
the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the found-
ing of our Party President Ho Chi Minh clearly
pointed out :

“For the first time in history, a small colony
had defeated a big colonial power. This was a vie-
tory not only of the Vietnamese people but also of
the world forces of peace, democracy and socialism.

Once again Marxism-Leninism lit the path for
the Vietnamese working class and people, and led
them to triumph in their struggle to save their coun-
try and safeguard their revolutionary gains.” (*)

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings —p. 236

76

PART THREE

THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN NORTH
VIET NAM AND THE PEOPLE'S NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION IN SOUTH
VIET NAM

(1954-1965)

Nearly nine years of extremely ardu:)us and
heroic war of resistance waged by our peop.ie 1jm~der
the leadership of the Party has led our revolu'ltmn to
great victory. However, in 1954, the revolutionary
forces were not strong enough to liberate the whole
country ; the enemy Wwas defeated, but he was not
completely subdued. Therefore, our country was
temporarily divided into two zones. The N?rth \:;as
completely liberated, but the South was.stﬂl under
the rule of the US imperialists and their ﬂurj.keys.
Confronted with that situation, our entire people h‘ad
to continue the struggle to liberate the South, ‘wrch
a view to fulfilling the task of the people’s national
the whole country and

democratic revolution in : ntry
nification of Viet Nam.

achieving the peaceful reu

a
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The revolution in each zone of our country had
different strategic tasks relevant to the conditions
in the zone, but these tasks are closely inter-related.
The North, completely liberated, moved to the stage
of socialist revolution and entered the period of tran-
sition to socialism, becoming the firm and powerful
base area of the revolution in the whole country.
Meanwhile, our people in the South carried on the
people’s national demoeratic revolution to overthrow
the US imperialists and the clique of henchmen who
represent the pro-American landlords and comprador
bourgeoisie in South VietNam to liberate the South,
defend the North, and advance toward the peaceful
reunification of the country. With the combined
strength of the socialist revolution in North Viet
Nam and the people’s national democratic revolution
in the South, our people are sure to build up a peace-
ful, reunified, independent, democratic and pros-
perous Viet Nam.

TAKING OVER THE NEWLY-LIBERATED AREAS,
COMPLETING THE LAND REFORM AND RE-
HABILITATING THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

In September 1954, a conference of the Political
Bureau of the Party Central Committee set forth the
line and conerete tasks for the new stage of the revo-
lution. The Conference pointed out :

“During a definite period, the general task of our
Party is: to unite and lead the people in the struggle
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for the implementation of the armistice agreement,
forestalling and frustrating all schemes to underm%ne
this agreement so as to consolidate peace; to strive
to complete the land reform, restore and increase
production, accelerate the build-up of the people"s
army in order to strengthen the North ; to maintain
and step up the political struggle of the Southern
people, with a view to consolidating peace, achieving
reunification, completing independence and democra-
ey in the whole country.”

The fulfilment of the above-mentioned tasks is
a process of revolutionary struggle which will be
long, arduous, complex, but certainly victorious. The
Party Central Committee reminded cadres and Par-
ty members that they should heighten revolutionary
vigilance, strengthen their fighting spirit, overcome
wishes for a peaceful, restful, pleasurable and easy-
going life ; when entering the newly liberated cities
to take them over, they should guard against and
oppose all attempts by the bourgeoisie to influence
them.

Although forced to withdraw ifrom the North,
the French imperialists still tried to cause us many
difficulties. They violated the cease-fire order, delay-
ed the regrouping and transferring of troops, refused
to hand over all prisoners of war, coaxed and forced
a number of our Northern compatriots into emigrat-
ing to the South, dismantled and took away or
destroyed thousands of tons of machines, equipment
and public property. Our people valiantly opposed
all that. The enemy schemes to bring about disorder
and tension when we took over the cities were
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frustrated. The takeover of the big cities war car-
ried out swiftly and neatly.

On January 1, 1955, our people held a big
mass rally at Ba Dinh Square to welcome President
Ho Chi Minh, the Party Central Committee and
the Government back to the capital after nearly
nine years of arduous and heroic resistance. This
important historical event made a deep impression
on, had great political significance for, the people
of the whole country. On May 16, 1955 we liberated
the whole of the Hai Phong area. The last soldier
of the expeditionary force of the French colonialists
had left North Viet Nam. Half of our country was
now completely liberated. That marked our peo-
ple’s brilliant victory.

The North, completely liberated, had the neces-
sary conditions to pass on to the stage of socialist
revolution. At that time we met with many diffi-
culties but also had basic advantages. The greatest
difficulty lay in our extremely backward economy
which had been furthermore badly ravaged by fif-
teen years of war, and the fact that our country was
still temporarily divided into two zones, The advan-
tages lay in the fact that our Party had firmly in
hand the leadership of the revolution, that the pres-
tige of our Party had been enhanced, that we had
a State of people’s democratic dictatorship which
began fo assume the historical mission of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat, that our natural riches
were abundant, our people united, patriotic and
industrious. We also enjoyed the wholehearted
assistance of the fraternal socialist countries,

80

Under the leadership of the Party, our people
strove to turn to account the advantages and over-
come the difficulties so as to bring the land reform
to completion and rehabilitate the national economy
with a view to preparing for the transition of the
North to the stage of socialist revolution.

The land reform, a fundamental strategic task
of the people’s national democratic revolution, had
only been carried out to a small extent by this time.
The requirement of the socialist revolution and of
the popular masses was to complete it thoroughly.
The Party urgently mobilized tens of thousands of
cadres and expanded the land reform campaign.

By the summer of 1956, the land reform had
been completed in the lowlands and midlands and
in a number of villages in the highlands of the
North. From August 1959 on, in accordance with
the 16th resolution of the Party Central Committee
(April 1959), the highlands regions and provinces
carried on the land reform through the “campaign
of agricultural cooperation, development of produc-
tion, combined with the completion of demoeratic
reforms”, so as to abolish feudal land ownership,
put into effeet the slogan “land to the tillers”,
ensure the right of the peasants in the highlands
to be masters of the countryside, and strengthen
the unity of the various nationalities.

The land reform and demoecratic reforms
achieved the following results:

— They overthrew the whole class of feudal
landlords, a main target of the people’s national
democratic revolution in the North of our country.
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— They definitively abolished feudal land
ownership, distributed 810,000 hectares of land
appropriated by the landlords te 2,104,100 house-
holds of landless and putting into
effect the slogan “land

o.t‘ years in
.‘-_1"_;. the North
‘J

our country, bringing the peasant
to the position of real mast
both politically and economi

’11}"11 “”‘v’bl

— They streng:
worker-peasant allia
tional united front a

The success of the
fundamental. It assumed a sirs -'-m

ch -.n—“, o,

In the course of the land re we f-o:}'z!'pif"i'cd
a number of serious err
mittee found out those i

lutely redressed them.

Along with the land reform,
people in their eEi‘o*-"'Ls to restore th ational eco-
nomy. Owing to the endeavours of our whole F'HW
and people and thanks to the whol
ance of the fra t;-‘mJ mc':-“"?rt coun
was sticcessfully fulfilled in
of 1957. Total industrial ar =G :
approximated that of 1839. The output of food crops
was more than 4,600,000 tons, surpassing by far the
pre-war level. The state-managed sector of the
economy was consolid:
enjoyed by imperialism

s

dvileges and favours
economy as well as in
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other respects were done away with. All aspects
of economic activities in the country became again
result, we were able fo reduce the
about some initial improve-
living conditions, paving the
£ socialist transformation and

4y

socialist construction.

During the pericd of economic rehabilitation,
our Party put forward correct policies with a view
t6 consolidating the national united front. On Sep-
tember 5, 1955, a Congress of the nat tional united
front held in Hanoi decided to expand and con-
solidate the national union and to found the Viet
Nam Fatherland Front. It elected the Front's Central
Committee w*ih C-:)}.’Ill".‘:'t{{, Ton Duec Thang as Pres
atic dictatorship
e dictatorship

. On September

ident. The Siate of
assuming ‘shrt- histor

of h a proletariat
20, 1955, the fifth session of the 1 11.,1, National As-
sembly ted Comrade Pham Van Dong Prime
Ministe: e resolution of the 12th (enlarged)
Plenum the Party Central Committee (March
1957) laid down the gui
ding up 1l

elines for strengthening the

defence forces and
tlar and modern lines

in the period, our pecple smashed the scheme

ndful of counter-revol utionaries who gvailed

of the opgc,r unity when we were re-
, errors-in land reform and readjustment
on to raise heads and oppose the
of the Party and Governmeni.

leadership o
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE THREE-YEAR PLAN

FOR SOCIALIST TRANSFORMATION AND

INITTAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY
AND CULTURE (1958-1960)

'I"}lfa success of the land reform and economic
1'$hab111'i,at1on brought about major changes in North
‘\-_1et_ Nam’s society. But as a whole the economy
of ?.ne North was still a heterogeneous economy, in
which the individual economy of peasants craftsn;en
small traders and small manufacturers st’ill account:
ed for a large part. Workers in private enterprises
W’i—.‘l‘.e n‘ot yet freed from exploitation by the bour-
8'80.15 .class. Hence the need io earry out large-scale
socialist transformations to take North Viet Nam
to socialism,

; The fact was that after the success of the anti-
French resistance. North Viet Nam, completely lib-
e.rated, had moved from the stage. of peoplt;’s na-
tmpal democratic revolution to that of socialist revo-
lution. But, generally speaking, cadres and Party
members were not yet fully aware of this necessary
development of the revolution. The enemy, further-
more plotted to destroy the national unit;r oppose
the Party’s leadership and hinder the ad\;ance of
the socialist revolution. The Party Central Commit-
tee put forward many important measures to re-
press the counter-revolutionaries, educate cadres
Party members and the people in socialist ideology’
hell.nng everyone to see the difference between thé
socialist path and the eapitalist one, and to réalize
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that the North must necessarily develop along the
former, resolutely opposing all tendencies advocat-
ing free development of capitalism for some time
before advancing to socialism. The Party also strug-
gled to overcome any incorrect understanding of
the close relationship between the task of making
socialist revolution in the North and that of liberat-
ing the South, characterized by the fear that the
advance of the North toward socialism might hinder
the struggle for Viet Nam’s reunification. The
Party pointed out that it was precisely in order to
create favourable conditions for the struggle fo
liberate the South and achieve the reunification of
the country that the North must advance rapidly,
vigorously and steadily toward socialism,.

Under the specific conditions of our country,i. e.
at a time when the North had just been freed from
the colonial and feudal yoke and was going to by-
pass the stage of capitalist development and advance
straight toward socialism while the country was still
divided into two zones, what methods and forms
should we use and what tempo should we adopt to
advance toward socialism? Such were the wvery
complex problems facing our Party. The 14th Plenum
of the Central Committee (Nov. 1958) decided that
“The immediate central task is to step up the so-
cialist transformation of the individual economy
of the peasants and craftsmen and that of the pri-
vately-run capitalist economy, and at the same time
to strive to develop the state-run economy which
is the leading force of the whole national economy.”

g.'l':'—



The main point was the transformation and develop-
ment of agriculture.

The Party’s line in the socialist transformation
of agriculture was to make the peasants working
individually advance gradually from mutual-aid
teams (of an embryonic socialist character) to lower-
level farming co-ops (of a semi-socialist character).
then to higher-level ones (of a socialist character).
That was the line of achieving agricultural co-oper-
ation before mechanization of agriculture, along
with water conservancy and re-organization of the
labour forge. Agricultural co-operation will help
promote socialist industrialization which, in return,
will create conditions for consolidating and develop-
ing the farming co-ops.

With regard to craftsmen, the Party advocated
organizing them into handicraft co-ops, supplying
those co-ops with raw materials, tools and equip-
ment, and helping the handicraft sector gradually
to improve techniques, increase labour productivity,
better the quality of products and contribute to the
fulfilment of the State plan.

With regard to private capitalist industry and
trade, the Party advecated their peaceful transfor-
mation. At this stage of socialist revolution, the
national bourgeoisie continued to recognize the
leadership of our Party, respect the programme of
the National United Front and accept the Party's
education; that was why, economically, the State
did not econfiscate their means of production but
redeemed them ; politically the national bourgeoisie
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Party has to be stronger than ever. It is 1mpos;; o
to transform a soclety if the Party member; T-h:e
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T
- F:inder _ﬂ_’li’: catre {md education of the Party and
. esident Ho Chi Minh the overwhelming majority
of cadres and Party members have kept up the hi }yz
moral standard of Communists when enterin ‘ti
m:jw revolutionary stage. They devotedly mign 1~§
with the masses to educate and mobili?v‘e the g(')
?rder to carry into effect the Party’s lin:e Iof.s.c::liallrj
;;t transf_orrn?tion. By the end of 1960, i.e. within
three yeaf"s, in the North Vietnamese countryside
ti;gtza;)ns:;rgnatio;n of agriculture through the set—’
b Oowex—ﬂ]evel co-ops had been basically
s jomeé t:erllf}a per ?ent of peasant households
e te co-ops with 68.06 per cent of land
joined I;igher—l;ce)ieelsiopj;Ce?t, 111.81 e
-ops. In the cities e
f:ent of bourgeois industrial householcl-:i:e:;ldug}é P;;‘
:;n’i }?j IJOL‘II‘EED%S trading households anc’i 99 per cznt
trans}ériz:- anized means of transport subject to
transformat;on .haci at?tually undergone socialist
b fr;,ed ;ﬁn. Tens (.};f; t.housands of workers had
o rom exploitation by the bourgeoisie. Im-
?Ormatiorfsul.ts had.also been achieved in the trans-
fma Oogt hgn§1craits and small trades. More
oo aécou c:ja-its,men had joined co-ops of various
o ’ nting for 87.9 per cent of those within
1scope of transformation; more than 105,000
s;nal '%raders had joined co-operative organizations
of various forms, accounting for 45.1 per cent of
those within the scope of transformation. 'N:Zarfy

50,000 of them took u i
,_ p productive job i i
agriculture and handicrafts, ; B A
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Together with the successful transformation of
the relafions of production, the targets of the three-
year plan in agricultural and industrial production
and in culture, education and public health were
also fulfilled. Unemployment and other social evils
left over by the old regime were basically done

away with.

The decisive success of the three-year plan of
socialist transformation and initial development ot
the economy and culture consisted in establishing
the socialist relations of production, basically abo-
lishing exploitation of man by man in the North
of our country and tyrning the heterogeneous eco-
nomy of the N orth into a homogeneous ONE, social-
ist and half-socialist.

The major changes in our society were reflected
in the 1959 Constitution. After the success of the
resistance against the French colonialist aggressors,
the North, completely liberated, had moved into the
stage of socialist revolution, while the South was
still under the rule of the imperialists and feudal-
ists. The 1946 Constitution was 1no longer appro-
priate, so it had to he altered so as to accord with
the situation and strategic task of the new stage.
Therefore, on January 93, 1956, the National Assem-
bly of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam passed

a resolution on amending the Constitution and
elected a Committee for Constitutional Amendment
headed by President Ho Chi Minh., After nearly
three years of work, this Committee completed its
task and submitted to the National Assembly the
draft of the amended Constitution,. On December
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3*1, 11‘2259, the new Constitution was adopted by the
Nfitlc_}fqai Assembly. This is the first socialist 9;_:0:5
stztutzo-n‘ of our country. It affirms our pe()piﬂ’s wiil
afld asp;_i'_ation to resolutely build soeialism Lﬂin the
No?f,h and struggle for national reunification, with
ajvlew to building ‘a peaceful, re-unified indppé;ﬁde;‘l;
democratic and prosperous Viet Nam‘, g el

THE THIRD NATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE
PARTY, AND THE FULFILMENT OF THE FIRST
FIVE-YEAR PLAN (1961-1965)

The Partyv'a et ) 1

‘ T_hr_' Party's Third National Congress was held
in Hanoi from September 5 to 12, 1960. After thirty
years of arduous and heroie struggle, it was the
first time our Party was able to hold a C

i rty was able to hold a Congress in
{ our beloved fatherland, The Con-
wii ; ied by over 500 delegates and alter-
otn dalac o -y 3 ; {
late delegates representing over 500,000 Party
mmembers in t wl ' ; ‘
: :_ ;1* 111\ the whole country., In his opening
peech, President Ho Chi Minh pointed out: “The
resent Pa ongress is tl 5 . i
pr s:, t I—‘.’Qrty Congress is the Congress of socialist
construction in the North and of struggle
: : L8 3 L AES, =3
ful national reunificatio

+1- .y
the capital cit

gress was atte

for peace-

n.” The Congre ]

s ioita . e ss  heard

the Political Report of the Party Central Committee
.2-\ TR ] mr = 4

dn.J.nu.,red by Comrade Le Duan. In this report, Com-

rade Le Duan gave a pr s

ity ofound analysis of the great

A LOLL LS a8 ) i Te ti 1 ;

. anges in the international and national situation
s 2 o & ] i : - .

since the Party’s Second National Congress (February

30

1951), drew the basic lessons of the Vietnamese revo-
lution and affirmed: “In the present international
circumstances, a people, however weak, who have
risen up in unity to struggle resolutely under the
leadership of a Marxist-Leninist party to win back
independence and democracy, have sufficient forces
to vanquish any aggressor.” (%)

Together with the Resoluiion of the Congress,
the Political Report was the beacon illuminating the
road to socialism and the struggle of our people for
the reunification of the country. The Political Report
pointed out that since the restoration of peace, the
Vietnamese revolution had moved into a new stage:
the North had entered upon the period of transition
to socialism, the South was carrying on the people’s
national democratic revolution; the general task of
the Vietnamese revolution during this stage is “To
strengthen national unity, resolutely struggle to

he socialist revelution in

safeguard peace, step up the

the North and the people’s na
olution in the South, achieve national reunification

onal democratic rev-

on the basis of independence and democracy, and
build a peaceful, reunified, independent, democratie

and prospercus Viet Nam, thus contributing effee-
tively to the strengthening of the socialist camp and

the safeguarding of peace in Southeast Asia and the
world”. (**) The Political Report also pointed out

(*) Documents of the Congress— published by the

Centiral Committes of the Viet Nam Workers' Party Hanoi
¥

1960, Vol. I, page 23.

(**) Op. cit, page 35.



that the Ib.uilding of socialism in the North was the
most decisive task in the whole development of the

< tl n ; -
3 n

On the basis of the Political Report, the Con-
1%Tress work‘cd out a general line aimed at taking the
orth rapidly, vigorously and steadily to socialisfn

‘To achieve this aim, it is necessary to make
uge of‘ the people’s democratic power assumim_?,j th
hlsf,orlcal mission of the dictatorship of the roi :
tariat to achieve the socialist transformation ofpa ‘%"
cu].t.ure, handicrafts, small trade, and private grf-
talist industry and trade; to d.ew’,relop the statec—a:;"l:;:
isze;;f;:n:‘ o{}the ‘e'(.:onomy, c{arry out socialist industrial-

on by giving priority to the rational develop-
meilzt of heavy industry, while striving to devel
a.gr{cul’t.ure and light industry; to step up th 0
cialist revolution in ideology, culture and t-e;chnol(ao SOT
to turn our country into a socialist country “i};};

modern industry, mod i
: ern agriculture, and a
culture and science. (*) : Wik

o th’l;hzrsioggress adopted the direction and tasks
oF:th ve-year pla.ln for economic and cultural
eve opm.ent along socialist lines, decided polici
on consolidating the Party and passed the new Rcies
of t?’le Party. Comrade Ho Chi Minh was re—ele::lt ec?
Chairman of the Party Central Committee and Cori
rade Le Duan was elected First Secretary of th-
Party Central Committee. -

(*) Op. cit, pages 179-180.
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Since the Third National Congress of the Party,
the North of our country has moved into a period in
which the central task is to build the material and
technical base of socialism, while continuing to com-
plete the socialist transformation and to consolidate
and complete the new relations of production.

To give concrete forms to the line adopted at
the Party Congress on economic development, the
Party Central Commitiee successively held plenary
gessions devoted especially to agricultural develop-
ment (July 1961), industrial development (June
1062), the State plan (April 1963), commodity cir-
culation, distribution and prices (December 1964).
In those plenums, the Party Central Committee
carried out a further analysis of the position, inter-
relationship and effects of the three revolutions:
revolution in relations of production, technical
revolution and ideological and cultural revolution,
stressing that the technical revoluiion was the key
one.

The socialist revolution in the North of our
country is a process of all-round development of
the three above-mentioned revolutions. In the course
of those three revolutions, such important problems
as primary accumulation, relationship between
accumulation and consumption, between economic
construction and strengthening of defence, between
industry and agriculture, between heavy industry
and light industry, between centrally-run industry
and locally-run industry, have been settled by our
Party in a manner which has become more and
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more concrete, correct and suited to the character-
ics of our country.

From 1961 onward, in the implementation of
o e e LR g :
the first five-year pl an, our people have had to over-
come numerous d lhrq caused *‘y n—\TbraI c'a‘ am-

‘i;-uyen
pecially in
ur team
thousands of
have been

regularity,

co-op
emulation move
ind W*rv and

94

recogniz
teams and brig

sed by our Government as ;,oc:allsL labour
ands of farming co-oper:
usands of

! Suer
decided

a_u;, the 4th Plenum ol

ing.
1“e roblem

arty, es,,,-x.—

o

ve guidance.

isations in car 31&1{5 out
1

“movement to build

tions”

work.



at the same time, paying great attention to consoli-
dating local Party Commitiees,

Early in 1963, the Political Bureau of the Party
Central Committee pointed out that economic man-
agement was one of our weak points: therefore,
it put forward, and led to success, two great cam-
paigns: the campaign for improvement in co-op
management and technical improvement in agri-
culture, and the campaign for heightened responsi-
bility, better management of economy and finances,
technical improvement, against bureaucracy, waste
and corruption — the so-called “three for and three
against” campaign — in industry and trade. Through
those campaigns of revolutionary significance, we
realized that the tendency to spontaneous capitalist
development in the economy of our North, though
weak, could, however, arise and grow, especially
among those who were still working individually
in the free market. Moreover, the enemy never
ceased attempting to undermine our efforts. There-
fore, in relation to the building of socialism as well
as the socialist transformation, the struggle between
the two paths in the North to settle the guestion
of “who will win” is still going on under the various
forms of the revolution in relations of production,
the technical revolution, and the ideological and
cultural revolution.

In March 1964, President Ho Chi Minh conven-
ed the Special Political Conference with a view to
futher strengthening the unity and single minded-
ness of the entire people in face of the US imperial-
ists’ schemes to intensify and extend the war. The
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Party. The Party severely criticized rightist views
which held that the North of our country had basic-
ally completed the socialist transformation of the
national economy, hence there was no more class
struggle, no more struggle between the two paths,
the socialist and the capitalist; that agricultural
cooperation was premature; such views paid little
attention to the transformation of handicrafts and
small trades, to economic management and market
control. At the same time, the Party also severely
criticized dogmatic views, the lack of the spirit of
independence and sovereignty, the hesitation to cast
off the spirit of dependence on foreign powers left
over by a thousand years of foreign rule.

The fact is, that since its Third National Con-
gress, the Party has paid great attention to educating
cadres and Party members strongly to develop the
spirit of independence and sovereignty, to apply
creatively Marxism-Leninism and the experience of
fraternal countries to the specific conditions of our
country. Thanks to that, the North of our country,
starting from a small-sacle and very backward agri-
cultural economy, has by-passed the stage of capital-
list development and advanced with steady steps
straight toward socialism.

By the end of 1965, 80 per cent of farming co-
operatives had been turned into higher-level ones.
The first bases of engineering, metallurgical and chem-
ical industries had been built and were gradually
coming into operation. New branches of industry
had developed and new items of goods were being
manufactured., Hundreds of loecally-run industrial

[}
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enterprises had been established. In the North, an
industrial economy was gradually taking shape,
which included the extraction of raw materials, their
processing and the development of various branches
of heavy and light industry.

The people’s living conditions improve day after
day. Under French rule, 95 per cent of our people
were illiterate. By 1965, practically everyone in the
North could read and write. As compared with the
day when peace was restored (in 1954 — Ed.), the
number of pupils was three and a half times as many,
that of students of universities and secondary tech-
nical schools 25 times as many (¥). National scripts
were devised for some minority peoples. Many high-
landers had graduated from universities. Epidemics
and social diseases were controlled; the people's
health improved. Better care was given to children.
Literature and art, with socialist content and national
character, were developing vigorously. In March
1964, President Ho Chi Minh said:

“Over the past ten years, the North has made
big strides forward, without precedent in our
national history. The country, society and man have
changed.” (**)

In December 1965, the last year of the five-year
plan, the Party Central Committee asserted that
“After over ten years of socialist revolution and
socialist construction, the North has become the firm

{*) as of 1964.
(**) Ho Chi Minh. Selected Writings, p. 282.
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decadent kind of ecivilization. 3> Ngo Dinh Diém, a
feudalist ringleader who had been a flunkey to both
the French and the Japanese imperialists, was foster-
ed by the Americans and brought back to Saigon to
form a “nationalist” government. The US imperialists
coated this government with a varnish of “republican-
ism”, and “independence” so as to hoodwink the
masses.

Obeying American orders, Ngo Dinh Diem strove
to build an inhuman fascist dictatorial regime in the
South of our country. As early as late 1954, his
clique perpetrated bloody massacres in Ngan Son,
Chi Thanh, Cho Duoc, Mo Cay, Cu Chi, Binh Thanh,
etec. They launched several campaigns for “denounc-
ing and exterminating Communists”, suppressed the
patriotic struggles of our compatriots in the South
with the ferocity of war maniacs and class revanch-
ists. Tens of thousands of communist fighters and
patriots were killed ; hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were detained and tortured in US-Diem jails. On
December 1, 1958, Diem agents killed by food poison-
ing over a thousand revolutionaries at the Phu Loi
concentration camp. In May 1959, they passed law
10-59 providing for the guillotining of patriots and
perpetrated mass massacres with barbarous medige-
val methods.

Our people seethed with extreme anger. From
July 1955 onward, there arose in the South tumul-
tuous and widespread movements of political strug-
gle demanding consultations and general elections
to reunify the country, cpposing the faked “referen-
dum” and the election 'of the puppet * national

102

" serve revelutionary digr

assembly”, and demanding better living cqnditions
and democratic liberties. Those movements 1nv01xfed
millions of people from Quang Tri to Ca Ma:m in-
cluding Cao Dai, Hoa Hao and Christian believers,
members of national minorities and 1‘~Iortherners. va.rho
had been coerced to move to the South, thus giving
rise to concerted action by city people and rural
people undertaking various forms of struggle. Strug-
gles against terrorism, against reprisals uplon. former
resistance fighters, against the “denunciation a%nd
extermination of Communists”, against land grabbing
and house eviction, ete... took place persisi‘.entlj?' and
fiercely everywhere. Revolutionary heroism, grit and
dauntlessness ran high in the masses. '.J."'here were
widespread examples of gallant self-sacrifice to pre-

4

ty by cadres, Party mem-

bers and people of all ages and all nationalities in
the highlands, delta regions and cities. In the hours
of utmost trials, the people of South Viet Nam kept
their absolute confidence in the Party and President
Ho Chi Minh. With selid and --Jell—reasongd argu-
ments. they laid bare the enemy’s distortions and
slandérs_. resolutely defended re-\-f:)'i.utionafy ‘basefs._
end gave protection and shelter to revolutionary
cadres even at the risk of their lives.

In 1959, the South Vietnamese revolution was
faced with extremely grave trials. Newvertheless,
revolutionary bases were preserved anu grew 1§p
rapidly. The leading organs of the '!"\?"\»'0111.1.'-101']. kept L};‘l
close touch with the people and persistently led
the masses in struggle against the US aggressors and
their henchmen.
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enemy's administrative and coercive apparatus in
the villages and hamlets. The people’s armed forces
were built up and developed. People’s committees
for self-governing were set up in newly-liberated
areas. Land belonging to evil landowners was confis-
cated and distributed to poor peasants. From then
on, the tide of concerted uprisings swept over the
provinces of Nam Bo, the Tay Nguyen highlands and
several places in Central Trung Bo.

The concerted uprising movement was success-
ful because it broke out just at the moment when the
enemy had suffered basic politicel failure. In ex-
treme anger, the masses resorted to revolutionary vio
lence, launching repeated and violent surprise attacks
on the enemy’s weakest spot, his lowest-level admin-
istration in the countryside.

The success of the concerted uprising movement
created the basis for pushing forward the nation
wide, all-sided and protracted people’s war against
the aggression of US imperialism, and shaking the
very foundation of the US-controlled puppet regime.
In this revolutionary surge, on December 20, 1960,
in a liberated area of Eastern Nam Bo, representa-
tives of various classes, parties, religious groups and
nationalities coming from all parts of South Viet
Nam held a Congress to found the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation. The Congress adopted
a ten-point Programme of Action, the main content
of which was to overthrow the disguised colonial
regime and the Ngo Dinh Diem dictatorship, with a
view to building an independent, democratic,
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peaceful, and neutral South Viet Nam, and advinc—
ing to the peaceful reunification of the country.

From mid-1061 onward, frightened by the vigor-
ous and repeated struggles of the South Vietnamese
armed forc“es and people, the US-Diemists launched
the “special war” from a position of passivity. It was
a kind of war in which they tried to “use Vietnamese
to fight Vietnamese”, combining the inhuman meth-
ods of aggressive war of the imperialists, who have
modern weapons and technical means, with savage
repressive and terroristic measures of the pro-US
feildal and comprador bourgeois revenchists in South
Viet Nam. The main force of the US and its puppets
in the “special war” was the army of the p.up‘pet
regime. With the “special war”, the US impemal.mts
not only aimed at committing aggression against
South Viet Nam but also attempted to use the South
of our country as a testing-ground to gain experience
in suppressing the national liberation movemer}t:s,
menacing newly-independent countries and forcing
them to accept US neo-colonialist policies.

To wage the “special war”, they worked out the
Staley-Taylor plan. According to this plan, the U‘S
imperialists took a series of steps to increase the%r
war potential, herded the people into “strategic
hamléts” and launched offensives to wrest back the
initiative in an attempt to complete the “pacification”
of South Viet Nam within 18 months. ¥

On January 17, 1962, the provisional Central
Committee of the South Viet Nam National Front
for Liberation issued a statement pointing out the
extremely grave situation arising from the armed
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The fJ'Ej—E'ii-\--'-mist:-; regarded their policy of "“stra-
tegic hamlets” as the basic point of the Staley-Taylor
Therefore,

plan, the back bone of the
they mobilized all forces,
means to mop up and r.‘t‘“m ize 'ﬂe people,
upon anger and hatred”, so as to carry out his “state
policy” at all costs. Tnﬂy estimated that they could
set up 17,000 “girategic hamlets” within a short
period of time, thus turning South Viet Nam into a
r‘n.:_s_:'ﬂ concentration camp. Then they would be in a

s deep thrusts into revolutionary

resorted to every
“trampling

haﬁm F—‘}’ld destroy our forces comple‘i;elv,
But right at the beginning, the “strategic ham-

lets” plan was resolutely opposed by our people. The

erding of people was not so easy as the enemy had

tempo of the plan slowed down day

iR

:-_r_pec";ed.

after day. A number of “strategic hamlets” were
taken down as soon as they were get up, others were
broken up time 'mfi again and the enemy was un able
to consolidate them. Many turned into our people’s
] ill a'f&;ez_ heing broken up.

: 5 1083, a resounding victory was
ac in ’L‘*n Lay (My Tho provinee) which

won at Ap B
inspired our pe ople with still more confidence in
essors. Here,

their ability to defeat the American aggres
for the first time, with forces only one-tenth of
the enemy’s strength, the South Viet Nam army and
people defeated a mopping-up raid by over 2,000
enemy tr oop,: belonging to diffe rent armed services
supported by tens of helicopters and M.113 armoured
cars. The Ap Bac victory highlighted the extx emely

high morale of our Southern people and fighters.
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struggle of the South Vietnamese people the US im-
stage a coup d’état, overthrowing

perialists had to
Nhu like

Diem, and killing him and his brother
hounds that had become useless, putting Duong Van
Minh then Nguyen Khanh in power instead.

Thus after over nine years of resolute, undaunt-
ed, heroic and clever struggle the people of south
Viet Nam had defeated Ngo Dinh Diem’s faseist die-
tatorial administration. Taking advantage of Diem’s
fall, the masses in enemy-held rural areas rose up
and destroyed a larger number of “strategic hamlets”,
thus enlarging the liberated areas. At the same time,
the movement also surged up in the cities; the peace
and neutrality tendencies grew.

In face of such a situation, in March 1964, the

US imperialists worked out a new plan, the Johnson-
McNamara plan, aimed at pacifying the South
within two years (1964-1965). They set up the Viet
Nam-US joint command and proclaimed the so-called
Vung Tau charter. Meanwhile, they introduced 6,000
more US advisers and combat troops, thus raising
the strength of US troops in South Viet Nam to
25,000 by the end of 1964.

The new US schemes met with extremely violent
reactions by the South Viethamese people. The anti-
US-Khanh movement spread quickly from Hue and
Saigon to other cities and towns in the South. On
August 20, 1964, 200,000 people in Saigon encircled
the “Palace of Independence”, demanding the resig-
nation of Nguyen Khanh and the abolition of the
Vung Tau charter. On August 24, 1964, 30,000 people
in Da Nang demonstrated while closing down mar-
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kets and s s. On September 20, 1964, over 100,000
workers i'n Sqr'r m and Gia Dinh went on strike and
demonstrated in p
tary dictatorship,
electrician Nguyen ‘J"an Trm.

ground into a revolutionary cnw‘* to indict the US
aggressors and their | hmen. In L‘»Tovemcs;\r and
December 1964, the people of Hus, Saigon, Da Nang,
Da Lat, etc. demonsirated to demand ‘Lhat the Tran
Van Huong administration be over

L1
the US

- =

196 1

As political and armed struggles grew vigorously
ide, cities and
Ed.), in December 1964, the armed fore-
es and people of South Viet Nam won another great
victory at Binh Gia (Ba Ria provinee), J—Iere, for the
first time, I.l:;eratlon army regulars attacked puppet
army regulars in broad daylight, on their own initia-
tive, and fought for six days running, wiping out
two whole mobile battalions and a squadron of M. 113
armoured cars and shot dow
While Ap:Bac was a coun

in all three sirategic areas {countrs
highlands —

arr

n or damaged 37 aircraft.

sweep battle, a victory
of the Southern armed forces and people over the
enemy’s “heli-borne” tactic, tl

e

2 Binh Gia Visztm'y
was one of great strategic sign ] mark _
bankruptey of the US imperialists’ ~'t1‘i of

i}

“special warfare” in South Viet Nam.

After the great victory of Binh Gia, all the forces
of the Southern army and people grev by leaps
and bounds. The Liberation armed forces went on
wiping out many regular puppet battalions in the
battles of An Lao, Deo Nhong, Pleiku, Dong Xoai,
Ba Gia, ete > first half of 1965, the Southern

army and people put out of action over 99,0060 enemy
troops, including 3,000 US {roops.

Our victories and the enemy’s defeats caused
the balance of foreces to undergo deep chanqes in our
favour, The aress were enla and be-
came the direct and firm rear of t'F*Q Soutn Viet-

liberated

namese revolution. In those areas, the people’s revo-
lutionary power was set up, a new social order arose,
the traitors’ land was coni ted and distributed to
ned forces which

X

cempﬂsea ‘-;nree K.i_nt;is of troops w
ously. Meanwhile, on the
stays of “special warfare”,
and administration, the “str network
and the cities, were shaken to the roots. The 500,000-
strong puppet army, orgamz{ea, equipped, trained
and commanded by the United States had been con-
tinually defeated by the Southern armed forees and
people,

ilure of the
'y introduced

Faced with the danger of complete

special war”, the US imperialists

s and its satel-
ites into South Viet Nam, in an attempt to save from
disintegration and collapse the puppet army and
afh*airumwv n, the mainstay of their neo-colonial
regime. In March 191,3 the C un_vrm Committee of the
South Viet Nam 1 h beration assert-
ed that “The present i sification and widening
of the war of aggression by the US imperialists is in
itself an ighominious failure; it proves that their
aggressive colonial policy in South Viet Nam

(e

ombat i:rr_‘.ops from the United Sta
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during the past 11 years and their so-called ‘special
war’ is bankrupt.”(¥)

The bankruptey of “special warfare® marked a
strategic. failure of the US imperialists in their
scheme to “use Vietnamese to fight Vietnamese.” By
defeating the “special war”, the armed forces and
people of South Viet Nam had built up very great
material and moral forces in order to advance for-
ward and defeat the “limited war". They had foiled
the US imperialists’ scheme to use South Viet Nam
as a testing ground for “special warfare” a kind of
warfare that appealed most to them in their designs
of committing aggression by means of neo-colonial-
ism and suppressing the national-liberation move-
ments of the world. As early as March 1954,
President Ho Chi Minh pointed out -

“The present situation in the South is clear evi
dence of the inevitability of US failure in this
‘special war'. The ’special war’ which the US
imperialists are experimenting within South Viet
Nam has been defeated, and will fail in any other
place. This is the international significance of the
patriotic struggle of our Southern compatriots with
reference to the national liberation movements of
the world.”(*%)

(*) Statementi of the Central Commitiee of the South
Viet Nam National Front for Liberation relative to the
intensi tion and widening of the US imperialists’ war of
aggression in South Viet Nam (March 22, 1965) — Su. That

Publishing House Hanoi, 1965, p. 11

**) Ho Chi Minh: Selected Writings —p. 287,
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PART FOUR

THE NATION-WIDE RESISTANCE AGAINST
U.S. AGGRESSION, FOR NATIONAL SALVATION,
T0 LIBERATE THE SOUTH, DEFEND TH'E
NORTH, AND ADVANCE TO THE PEACEFUL
REUNIFICATION OF THE COUNTRY
(1965-1975)

THE PARTY'S GREAT DETERMINATION TO
FIGHT AND DEFEAT THE AMERICAN
AGGRESSORS

Having failed to put 11e0—colonialis¢ in' pl'act%ge
by means of the Ngo Dinh Diem i‘asmst‘ dlCtEl‘i’OJ:‘Ial
régime and “special warfare”, the US :}}*n.;)eridllst}s
recklessly embarked on a “limited war  in Sogh
Viet NBI:ﬂ and started a fierce war of fiestt'l::ctu;n
against North Viet Nam. By the en@ of .196::, 't. te
strength of US and satellite troops introduced into
the South had reached 200,000 men.
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ween the political aim of saving the neo-colonialist

into practice,

p‘uppet ax-mv.
on two

arl

were ff”:f:a d ‘-;o mllow a

regime and the old colonialist way of introducing an
expeditiona
character of

force of c ssion, The aggressive
i1 i
: he US imperialists and the traitorous
haraeter of 4} S x i
cnaracter of the puppet administration and army
‘radiction between the entire
ne US imperialists and their
arper and fiercer in the whole
countr“‘ Se Ccncfh because of t §
i y Lﬁ_ i Y, JC\.a.u..o. of the unjust nature of
the war of aggression, the US exoﬂ&monary forces
were fighting without motivation and were opposed
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by the people of Viet Nam, progressive Am
and other people in the w orld, hence their ever-sink

ing morale. However modern their equipment might
be, they were in no position to cope with the united

strength of our armed forces and people and to stand
up to our people’s war . Thirdly, though the US impe-
rialists have the most powerful economic and military

HEZs

potential in the imper st camp, world opinion
ad the state of aff in the United States would
not permit the use of a all its pcwnt al. It could not
send to South Viet Nam unlimi ted troop reinforce-

ments and ignore the various diTiLcLh.ies they w ')ulc\

encounter on the Viet Nam theatre of operations, i

the world as well as in the United States itself.

In the .ﬂer*'ime the revolutionary forces of
the Vietnamese people had grown in every field and
urable position. In the Soum, the

were in a. very f'cwo__“
overwhelming majority of the people were united in

the South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation.
he Front had become the organizer and leader of
all patriotic forces in the South. The South Viet Nam
Liberation armed forces had grown tremendously,
b

heir morale was holding their

m
i 4

ground in almost all major strategic positions. The
volutionary movement in t‘w cities was developing
iberated areas,

with ever gre tc:r vigour.
though not form i cont

ulation and were

H i il - 7ot
consolidating with every n:—}.ssmg day. The Viet

Nam People’s Revolutionary
spread and solid bas ic organizat
vanguard, tempered in battle, in close touch with

passed the majo

(5



the 1114888 . E
ses g

ple havin, enjoying great confidence from the peo
- < g COI‘K‘ect i}.l’] - 3 - - 0=

: es and policies : e

experie S e policies and ri

perience in political and armed st it rich
i Struggile,

I govis ;
cleaz;l, i T Kinsfolk in the South underst :
o) fh ;.ie:goj;ﬂ;v of standing shoulder to HhouIZ’{:}:{
it agaimf. L?én_c.ompai_uriots in the patriotic re-
h SOCian;t ..rc;ml ‘{a;sgg:-_’esszon. After over ten years
s :u.,on an_d socialist construction
e bep}:}rng econ.(;}mlc and defence forces. th(;
i = af_.the firm base area for the viet;
0lution in the whole country.

The just struggle of the Vi
i AR ] 1 Vietnamese people in
Vi ot aqdpnif)_yed everw more active and vigomus
S ith .ym_r?athy. irom the brother socialist
Py ]o:,; ne nationalist countries and Dﬁace&ﬂls{
America;l]ng {;)eople in the world, inclilding \:E-Illlh
people. ;

Owing to the ety

great victfries EJ;; 5;1’:11:“:&{;);1{;2:}, dsfea-ts and our
the en Ly : of forces between us

i o ;mi}jﬁ:;:f;;%d‘ uj-bcha.;.;.ged in the main, ;;oigﬁ
thousands n;f s lfts had introduced hundreds of
people had solid l:roops' Into South Viet Nam. Our
Ernensulth Sent t.qumtes for maintaining the ini-
frustrate ail i " ue_ﬁdd and were in a position t
th mmediate and long-term sch 5
the enemy. chemes of

Proceeding froz )

n the abov i
b : e views, the
bi]jzgilh(}ommlttee was strongly determined t{;Pal .
fm.'c he forees of the whole Party, the entire ar moc;
orees and the entire people “resolutely to 'foier}(;é
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of the US imperialisis in any eir-
to defend the North, liberate the
eople’s national democratic
country and advance toward
country” ()

war of aggression
cumstances, SO &as
South, complete the p
revolution in the whole
the peaceful reunification of the

WAR CF DESTRUCTION AGAINST

FIRST U.S.
NAM BROUGHT TO FAILURE

NORTH VIET

9 and 4, 1964, the US imperialists
fabricated the provocative “Tonkin Gulf incident”,
then on August 5, 1964 they sent out their aircraft
to bomb ocur bases on the river Gianh and at Lach
Truong and Bai Chay. From February 1965 onward,
they continually made use of their Air Force and
Navy in intensified and fierce attacks against the
North, with a view to stopping the great support
of the Northern people for the struggle of their
Southern kinsfolk against US aggression ; destroying
socialist construction and impairing the determina-
tion of the Northern people to fight US aggression
and compelling the people of both zones to end the
war of liberation in conditions favourable fo the

US.

Confronied with such a situation, the Party
pointed out that the pressing task of the revolution
in the North was to make a timely shift in ideolog-

On August

(*) Resolution of the 12th Plenum of the Party Central

Committee, December 1963,
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Thai uyen, Vi
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bombed ; 25
moed ; 2o out of i 2
i % ‘J m of the 30 provineial capitals of t
. were attacked again and again ; of the
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works, schools,

also bombed dikes and irrigation
churches and

medical establishments, sanatoriums,

pagodas.

Nevertheless, the US imperialists
minious failures in both zones, North and South.
On March 31, 1968, the US governmeni was com-
pelled fo de-escalate the war, by announcing the
yf the North and on November 1,
1968 it had to end unconditionally the bombing and
shelling over the whole territory of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam and had to hold talks with
representatives of our Government and those of the
South Viet Nam N ational Front' for Liberation at

the four-party conference in Paris.

Thus, after four years of heroic struggle, the

people of the North achieved glorious vigtory. Ac-

cording to incomplete statistics, up to November i
1968, we had shot down 3,243 US aireraft, includ-
ing' 6 B.52 strategic bombers, two F.111A swing-
aireraft, the most up-to date aircraft of the
US, killed and captured thousands of pilots, hit and
set ablaze hundreds of warships of various sizes,

1S apar of destruction to complete

wing

driving the US wa?
failure.
Right at the beginning of the war of destruc-

tion waged by the US imperialists over the North
Party had correctly aggessed the
ties for aclion,
both political

weak-

of our country, our rar
ny’s strategic designs and capabili

ener
weaknesses,

his strong points and
and military, and particularly his basic

ness in this war strategy. The war of destruction

against the North was par t of the US, strategy Ol
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aggressive war in Viet Nam ai ' ievi
- Vit imed at retrievin
m;;re{};nt;ne “Sow.:h. It depended on the devgeglcg)s-
L et g\-m;ji‘n the South and it would end
s i ed S aggressive war in the South
S ever.utiy efealted. On the basis of this assess-
i ;EVOl _ty;mel- a great victory was recorded by
ution in the South, we would work ou::,

pldl’l. tO fI‘L S 1.. 2 : 6 4
2o L scne 25 : L3 }
. \c; % 1 I rate [..I': ; NeMmes Of d Stl LlCthIl agd’ st

o gi;reent;re 1Party, our entire armed forces and
i Soop;e were dej:ermined to defeat the US
otz ) dﬂ?p etely: This great determination was
o _17 lgzb .uiriljzesﬂent Ho Chi Minh’s Appeal on
i mlomlyearq : i .e. WaI" may last five, ten, twenty
i n; : anoi, ngphong and other cities and
o) ay l:\}@ .cTeSItroyed, but the Vietnamese
By {ha. nc:t be intimidated ! Nothing is mare
Lot Wmn independence and freedom. Onece vic-
oy o l}-rt ,evtzur people will rebuild our country
3 1n more 'prusperous and beautiful.”(¥)
il ﬁae;r ea(}ilershlp of the Party, the people of
et i rae~-s own the absolute superiority of
sion of labotlrbilllrge; i;?icjsdlmg s e
of 1onal use of all for
;szzbu;}ng th.ose forces closely so as to achif.\is iﬁf
;. ects in performing their task g
Opposeoﬁi?e{j:swf‘th'the people’s war in the South to
et 14nuted war, the people’s war in. the
i ppolse uhg US war of destruction is a new
and original development of our theory anci

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings — p. 308
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a very important basis
in still greater victories
ssion

practice of people’s war. It is
on which for our people to W
and furstrate any schemes and forms of aggre
devised by the US imperialists.

With the failure of the US war of destruction,
we have smashed part of the cruel war of aggression
of the US imperialists in Viet Nam, dealing a heavy
blow at their aggressive intention.

In his Appeal of November 3, 1968, President
Ho Chi Minh pointed out : «Our victory can be aserib-
ed to our Party’s sound revolutionary line, our
people’s fervent patriotism, the strength of their
single mindedness and determination to win, and
our fine socialist regime. 1t goes to the credit of all

our armed forces and people in both zones, South
and North. It is also a victory won by the people of
the fraternal socialist countries and our friends on

the five continents.” (")

Facts have proved that the
could not stop the great support of the people of the
North to their Southern kinsfolk, could not shake the

n of our whole pecple to fight US aggres-
not hinder

US war of destruction

determinatio
sion, for national salvation, and could

the socialist construction in the North. On the eon-
trary, in many respects, our socialist regime has
been strengthened. The socialist economy has been
maintained in the main and some branches have
developed even further. In the flames of war the
co-operativized agriculture continued to prove the
strength and superiority of the collective way. By

i
347,

(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings, p. &
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1967, the number of peasant households in farming
Co-0ops accounted for 93.7 per cent of the total of
working peasant households; in the North, there
were 18,098 higher-level farming co-ops, accounting
for 88.8% per cent of pbeasant households in the co-
operative sector; 4,655 farming co-ops had bheen
equipped with small machines including 6,350 en-
gines and 9,362 working machines (*) ; 2551 C0-0ps
had reached an average yield of five tons of paddy
or more per hectare. Industrial production was main-
tained in the main, with decreases in some respects
and increases in others : locally-run industry devel-
oped stror T1

= 35,

5 percentage of industry in the
national economy which was only 1

2 per cent in
1955, grew to 49.5 per cent in 1967. Regional econo-
mies began to take shape within major strategic
areas. The most essential needs were met for pro-
duction and combat ; meanwhile, the people’s life in
war time was basically stabilized. Cultural, educa-
tional and health work, far from being hindered,
developed vigorously even in war time and achieved
fairly good results.

B

Communications and transport, one of the main
targets of US bombings in the North were considered
a strategic task and were given especial attention
by the Party Central Comz ttee, the Government,
the related branches and the local Party committees.
Thanks to this, on all communication lines in our

(*) By working machines, we
bumps, threshing-machines, husking-s
and chopping machines, ete.

mean mechanical
grinding
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tens of thousands of scient
s (mnhou.bdnds of scientific and technical workers
2CONomic managers : i L F ; o
‘ agers ; perfecting 1 2
s - ‘ I ting loeal Party com-
ey :,} .a'nd basic Party organizations T‘mp.rmding
ership : ; i o e
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opposed ine Mficient management, educated and raised

ollective mastery of the people.
of the 50th anniversary of the
Great October Socialist Revolution (1917-1967): Pres-

ident Ho Chi Minh wrote an article entitled The

Great October Revolution Opened the Way to Liber-
Duan, First Se-

ation for the People ; Comrade Le
of the Party Central Committee, wrote an
husiastically Advance
October Revolution.”

the sense cof ¢
On the occasion

cretary
article with the title “Let us Ent
under the Great Banner of the
On the oceasion of the 150th birthday of Karl Marx
(1818-1968), Comrade Truong Chinh, member of the
Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee,
read a report entitled “Rternal Gratitude to Karl
Marx and Faithfulness to the Road Charted by
Him.” These documents summed up 2 number of
theoretical problems arising from revolutionary
our country and from important events

practice in
the end of the Second

in world revolution irom
World War up to now. They helped shed light on
the revolutionary line and methods of our Party,
which are full of the spirit of independence, sover-
eignty and creativeness, and reflect our people’s
determination, undauntedness, gallantry and intelli-
gence.
Under the leadership of the Party and President
Ho Chi Minh our people in the North have started
a high tide of struggle against US aggression for
national salvation, producing and fighting at the

same time, surging ahead with extremely vigorous
uld not be done

enthusiasm, doing things that co
in ordinary circumstances. The people’s armed
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iorces pushed forwar
US aggressors”

| the “detevimined
lL tne “determined to defeat the
i emulation moveme i
e o nulatic ovement, holding higl
he ;loman Aim straight at the enen“’v" Th b hf?"-
ers held firm b : : il ]
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save the country de i , ok i
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Tovernents ; improv ke
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i g Ir organization, im-
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“three peaks” (hi b i
; peaks (higher productivity, better o it
substantial economies 3 ; Aok
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consiruction sites and state f: By dii

: rms. Members of far

g : : . ; i ACINOETS o farm-
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fought against nati
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ever tivate ect i . g
; ¥ cultivated hectare. The intellectuals "mu? ted
one another to car ¢ et
oy carry out “three det inati
ANOER A It “three determinations” :
determination to serve producti ey
s 've production and combat well :
termination to push forward the te ,

’ : e des by chnical revo-
lution, and the ideologic e i

L3 : 14
S ogical and cultural revolution ;
detsn) ation to build up and develop a sociali f
: eh) evelop a socialist
nielligentsia. Among the youth, the “three d ’(%‘
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¥
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g0 anywhere and do any w
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of the young generation. Among the women, the
movement' raised the revo-
Jutionary zeal and the boundless spirit of sacrifice
of Vietnamese women who overcame all difficulties
in production and combat. Besides, such other emu-
lation drives as the “two good”® movement among
teachers and school students, the “three improve-
ments”® among cadres and employees, the “two
excellent” movement in some regions and the “thou-
among young pioneers and children

“three responsibilities”

sand good deeds”
merged with the above-mentioned movemenis into a
surging, widespread emulation high tide, unprece-
dented in our country.

The emulation movement to fight US aggression
and save the country is of very profound signifi-
cance. Here, our people’s patriotism and prolelarian
internationalism reach great heights for, as President
Ho Chi Minh said, “our people fight and make
sacrifices not anly for the cause of their own freedom
and independence, but also for the common freedom
and independence of all nations and for peace in the

world.”®

1. Responsibility in production and work ; responsibil-
ity in f: responsibility in serving the fight-
ing and in fighting.
5 CGood study and goocd teachi
3, Improvement in work, in orga

ration and in work-

ing style.
4. B ent in production,

5. Ho Chi Minh, On the Task of Fighting US Aggres-

.
sion and Saving the Country — Su That Publishing House,

1967, p. o7

1

lient in fighting, ¢
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hat is why progressive mankind not only
watches our people’s struggle with admiration and

whole-hearted support, but also recognizes that “the

struggle of the Vietnamese people is the vanguard
banner, the centre and the apex of the revolutionary
struggle of the labouring people and oppressed
peoples in the world against US imperialism.” (*}u

; The fight against US aggz:'essio.n for natioﬁal
Saixlfa’-:i-_on has proved the great vitality of the fine
socialist regime and of the people’s demofzratié diﬂ;
tatorship in the North of our country. i

JEFEATING THE US STRATEGY OF
LIMITED WAR IN SOUTH VIET NAM

; The landing of ever more US expeditionary
troops in our country caused the contradiction be-
tween the Vietnamese nation and US imperialism
to become most acute in the whole count-rg:f and set
the task of fighting US aggression and saving the
gount’ry as the sacred duty of our entire people
from North to South. Our people have fought unéeﬂr
the slogan “All for victory over the U & J-'I-e::mrc‘-—”
: In March 1965, the South Viet Nalﬂ r—ie‘:tioi;\l
Ejmnt J_O" Liberation issued a statement pointing a}l‘l"i
that “The people of South Viet Nam and their armeai

on on Viet Nam by the World Cultural
svana, January 14, 1968, Nhon Dan daily

acken their hold on their weapons

forces will never slac
fundamental goals of the South Viet-

namese people, namely independence, democracy,
hieved. The

peace and neutrality, have not been ac
South Vietnamese people will resolutely continue
+t the US aggressors and

to deal thunderous blows at

their henchmen, and are sure 0 win final vietory.” (%)
s to the second session of the Third
Democratic Republic of
5, President Ho Chi Minh

In his addres

National Assembly of the
Viet Nam, on April 10, 196
affirmed :

“Wyen though they may pring in hundreds of
thousands more of US troops, and strive to drag more
troops of their satellites into this criminal war, our
army and people are resolved to fight and defeat

them.

The statem
Front for Liberatio
spirit. The Appeal of the Viet Na
has also stressed this iron resolve...

The Government of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam once again solemnly declares that its
rving stand is resolutely to defend Viet Nam's
unity and territorial

ent of the South Viet Nam National
n has highlighted this heroic
m Fatherland Front

unswe
independence, sovereignty,
Viet Nam is one country, the Vietnamese

integrity.
dy is allowed to infringe this

are one nation; nobo
sacred right.(*9) "

(*) Main Documents of the South Viet Nem National
Front for Liberation (from Nov. 1064 to Dec. 1065), Su
That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1968, p. 12.

(**y Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings — p. 3
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In response to President Ho Chi Minh's Appeal
and under the leadership of the National Front for
Liberation, the heroic South Vietnamese people
maintained the initiative and attacked continually,
not only wiping out puppet troops in big battles
but also defeating US troops themselves in major
battles.

The US imperialists believed that they were
defeated in the “special war” because of the poor
quality of their puppet troops, which prevented
their advantages in armaments from being brought
into play. When the US expeditionary force was
directly engaged in combat against the Vietnamese
people and US modern weapons were used by the
US troops for shooting at and massacring Vietnamese
they thought nothing would be able to resist them.
Such a situation posed a vital problem to the Viet-
namese people: our people must necessarily defeat
the US expeditionary force. With the determination
which President He Chi Minh had instilled into our
people since the resistance against French aggres-
sion — “we would rather sacrifice everything than
lose our country, and be enslaved” — the Southern
armed forces and people brilliantly overcame the
first trial in an engagement with US {roops at Van
Tuong (Quang Ngai) in August 1965. Here, a unit
of Liberation troops together with local guerillas
valiantly foiled the first large-scale mopping-up
operation by 8,000 US troops with air and naval
cover. In the same way as the Ap Bac battle in
January 1963 had started the upsurge to wipe out
puppet troops organized, {rained, equipped and
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the Van Tuong battle

ande mericans,
commanded by A L o v

started a sweeping movement to S
gressors. The Van Tuong victory proved that the
i and people were fully able
4 s K . - E" .._
to defeat the US aggressors militarily in thexw
it though they had to fight both the
and their puppet troops.
The possibility of defeating the US aggressors

NS it
militarily in the «ljmited war’’ became a 1.real v
i 1965 and the spring of

throughout the winter of Rt
1966 with the glorious vietory of the Soutl ¢§.Ln arn ,.;l
9 hed the first <7 Seass
forces and people, who amashed the first dry st 5
- : L . ] e zateliile
counter-offensive(*) by 900,000 US and satelile

illi ot iroops. The second
troops and half a million puppet treops. 1f !
: ; offensive in the winter

Southern armed forces

“limited war”,
US aggressors directly

strategic dry season counte‘t‘--- i i
of 1966 and spring of 1987 11nﬁ<arL.al?ep by ]m
400,000 US troops and over half a mllh(r)x:‘ gj:ummd
troops was also defeated by the armcd OCiO (lr
people of the South. The 1*eSL'-.TL"t: in _thqs;ezégoo Uq
éeasons 290,000 enemy {roops, including 1 Th;
and satellite troops Were put ou't of dctl;m O.ﬂie
victory of the Liberation armed io‘r-:?es ane k‘_;\,toific
of the South in the two above-ment}on(id 5‘%1.{:‘ &,_i .
dry season counter-offensives smashed 1m'e_ an;_m d
“gaarch and destroy” an
morale and

two-pronged strategy of 1 :

ification’ y ¥ enemy’s
“pac111cat10n.’, lowered ftne : .y ‘ "
within his ranis.

sharpened the contradictions

S : h o
* W Viet Nam, the dry season las
{* outh Viet Nam, ) g .
Wi and ending in April the

.

ts seven
months, beginning in October
{following year.
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Political struggle was maintainad
c s maintained and developed
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i 1B b2 M i

On the basis of + :
Congress ..,abfs of those victories, the Extraordinar
“ongress of the South Viet N : s st
v o Z it 12l MNam Nation:
for Liberatios el m Nationzl Front
Sl F eration held in August 1967 adopted a P (Z)n_
wal Programm : e Ry adopted a Polit-
i 1,,' mme aimed at further broadening tl
al united fro . = ening the
nt against US :
national salvatio e S aggression, for
gl lvation, and leading the ""QVOIU‘tio,na
€L = L e
Aft Oh the Southern people to complete vict .
Jdter the COT} g A R R 01 cie VICLOTY
4 ~ongress, the Cent : i
e By ntral Commi i T
South Viet Nam National F\' “t fl Committee of the
A dvlonal P ron 'QT L_:-J . t %
G i At for Liberation decid-
i sxtremely important strategic directio
general fer?m@ a new jront in the cities ﬂrl h
2ral a S e i 3 ATrou
a mobil tacks by the armed forces combined , '%}
mobilization of ti 2 i TR Ak
3 it T the masses in all eiti ;
and seize power 3 all cities to rise up

Carryin t thi isi

i 1968,31_}15 ;:«l:;p?]fso-i?msw? on January 30 and
Simu“am} q J forces anc people in the Soutk
i ru;glujiq:ﬁe:fp i:f1 64 cities, towns and :t‘:
il itae o ; actu.rc.x.cc-rm to the cities. Revolution-
il ‘J.j L%a.lo?s were established in Hue and
i Aabm;;f\;}]gml;iae‘*r‘{ 1‘@:31 areas, The Allz'm;ce
% Sa;_f_;;,-_.} e CII;M\C c*\ncl Peace Forces was form-
e An..i;u .Du _u?l. On April 20, 1968 the Viﬂ

nce of National, Democratic and Peace
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nited front against

Forces was founded. The national u
on was broaden-

US aggression, for national salvati

ed.?

The genera prisings in the
1068 were powerful blows dealt at the us
they not only wiped
out considerable enemy forces, destroyed a gigantic
teriel, but also upset his stra-
e up the “gearch and

1 offensives and u

spring of

aggressors and the puppets;

amount of his war ma
tegic position, forced him to giv
destroy”’ and "'pa-.:iiica'i;lon” plan hastily, and turn
to the passive detence strategy of “clear and hold”
With over a million US and puppet troops, the lead-
ars of the White House and the Pentagon still
complained of ghortage of 1roops; the rural areas
were left uncontrolled ; the «pacification” plan went
bankrupt. The eneiny had to fall back to defensive
positions in the cities, where, though surrounded by
multiple defence lines, he lived in constant fear of
e Liberation army.

Southern army and
war situation been

surprise attacks by ih

On the other hand for the
before had the
ategic situation so firm
and uprisings in

pecple, never
so favourable and the str
as after the genex 1 offensives
early Spring 1068. In South Viet Nam, the revolu-
tion not only had a firm hold on the highlands and
countryside but also had new fronts in the cities.
The Southern army and people have thrust the
revolutionary war into the very lairs of the US
aopressors and the puppets. The enemy’s headguar-
ters and key posl ior e dealt telling blows and
were paralysed and disrupted. In 1968 as a whole,
the Southern army and people put ocut of action
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630,000 en t
y =nemy troops, including
o EEASY = C 2 .
Wikt ling 230,000 US and
The vict ;i }
S ].‘(..01‘.‘?7‘\&-0.11 Dy our people in 1968 and
greét ¥y at Tet of the year Mau Than was of
ire : and all-embracing strategic significance Al
. We wined out Rad :
s v‘\ipeu out large enemy forces and a great
sgaks I ial
. pio oTl. v;?lr materials,  liberated one million
0re ple, thus shaking t ¢ i :
i king the aggressive will of
2. We drove the US
S »{i ?csrr:w. .th;\ US strategy of limited war to
s .lp..l‘), torcing the US government to admit
ts failus ot i i -
Sl ’Lm to win its aggressive war in Viet Nam
3 }sn‘;t‘g; the US expeditionary corps W
3. We { L , '
g o:lt‘c‘:'ed the US to de-escalate its war of
1on against the North and to enter int R
party talks in Paris, Uit o
With the 1 i
o le. 'tne Mau Than victory and the ensuing
successes 968, w ‘ ade o whith
peg es in 1968, we successfully made q shift z’;
= j’ 2 } " i : A ' 4 I
againsgigz r_m.%qg]_ng our people’s patriotie struggle
; % : - s 4wl
i merican aggression to a new stage, openin
: I €W prospects for the war, creating a r; t i
iy : - : T, ting €W Sstra-
8 gic posture for our forces and in the mai 3
ing the enemy’s strategy Y
From Januarv : g
January 1969 onward
¥ 1969 onward, the US i iali
Wit B . : , the imperialist
e .r_ﬁp_lled to hold official talks with ¢ Y
legation of the South Viet Nam o
;u‘ | Liberation at the J.'our—pérty
aris. The ' 501 ‘
sy J;lher:, the Southern people opened a
. . 2 I C e g Sht g
. , the diplomatic front. On all three f tm-“
militar ipl i e
1I.y, gjohnca] and diplomatic — the Soutt
beople made continucus attacks on th e
: . i ] A1e
scored great victories: the liberated

National Front
Conference in

enemy and
areas were

reaching the cities
administrations
nd district

enlarged, in some places
outskirts. People's revolutionary
were established, not only at village &
levels but also at provincial and city levels.

On June 6, 1969, the South Viet Nam National
jon, the WViet Nam Alliance of

Front for Liberat
ces in the South

National, Democratic and Peace For
together with other patriotic forces held a Congress
of Representatives of the People of South Viet Nam
and unanimously elected the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government of the Republic of South Viet
Nam and the Advisory Council to the Govern-
ment. ¥ The formation of the PBrovisional Revolu-
tionary Government was a vietory of decisive cha-
racter in the process of perfecting the system of
nistration in South Viet Nam,

revolutionary admi
administration.

a really national and democratic
The establishment of the revolutionary administra-
tion shook the very foundation of the US-control-
led puppet administration.

Under the leadership of the South Viet Nam
National Front for Liberation and under the revolu-
tionary administration of the Southern people,
democratic reforms have been effected in the liber-
ated areas, especially with the implementation of
the agrarian policy. The slogan “Land to the til-
lers” has become a reality. The great majority of
South Vietnamese peasants have been given land
to work on. Agriculture and handicrafts develop.
Important achievements have been recorded in the
fields of culture, education and public health. The
democratic reforms initially carried out in the
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liberated areas have brought out the sharp contra-
dictions between the

two regimes in fierce opposition
in the South of our country : the peoples’
ic regime and the heo-colonial regime. The revo-
lution of the Southern people origin

es from the
forces of a regime full of vitality and growing vigor-
ously, and is o

pposed to declining and decaying
forces, originating from a decadent
offspring of US neo-colonialism.

demoerat-

regime, the

The process of historical development of the
revolution in South Viet Nam since the general
offensives and uprisings (January 1958) foretold the
inevitable ultimate failure of the US imperialists
and their henchmen, exactly as President Ho Chi
Minh affirmed in his message to
compatriots on February 4, 1968 :

“The Spring victory of the Southern army and
people has brought about 2 new, very favourable,
situation in the resistance : Jainst US aggression. for
national salvation of our

our Southern

tire people. Nothing ean
save the US aggressors and their flunkeys from total
collapse |7

The enemy was, however, very stubborn. That
is why we had to bersevere in our resistance till
complete victory. In his Appeal of July 20, 1989,
President Ho Chi Minh said :

“The defeat of the US imperialists is already
evident, yet they have not given up their evil

design of elinging to the southern partof o

Our armed forces and people throughout the coun-
try, millions

as one man, upholding revolutionary
heroism and fearless of sacrifices and hardships, are

ur country.
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determined to carry on and step u;).. ‘hr‘;e QE,?IW?IE_
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till the cdnmplete withdrawal of US trog.});mﬁistm:
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(*y Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings, p. 30_,-. LR
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cratic Republic of Vi

153 £ $lven

1. Recognitien of ine .

Vietnamese people: peace, InGepenaence,

and territorial integrity. : &

2. Pending the peaceful reuniii

1) gtk bt i

srovisions of the 1954 C

n of Viet Nam,
eneva Agreements

the military

Ffaire of Seuth Viet Nam must
The infternal affairs of Scuin

L1 «rxlxr, =
seople of South Viet Nam themseives.
s R ificati f Wiet Nam iz to be
4. T peaceful reunification of Viet NN
4, The peacefu S
f 1 fietnamese people Zones. it
settled by the Vietnamese peof .
(=+) The ten points of the South Vi N e
; By Provisional Reveolutionary

L 4
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Front for Liberati ; o] S N
Government of the Republic of South Viet Nam ca
i aa 0 WSt > : i
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: I Spec o ne i S :
ramese people: independence, sovereignty, unity and te
s wust withdraw all troops,
UsS Government must withdraw al e
: he US Governme i i o
A nnel, weapons and war material ol the Unite
el Wice v

military pe
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Nam National Front for Liberation and the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Viet Nam, with their shining
justness, cornered the US imperialists and their
henchmen into a very awkward and passive position.

Our people’s confidence in the final vietory of the
resistance against US aggression, for national salva-
tion, in the inevitable success of the people’s national
democratic revelution in the South and in the
peaceful reunification of the country was based
on real scientific foundations.

States and its satellites from South Viet Nam w ithout any
conditions whatscever,

3. The right of the Vietnamese people to fight in
defence of their Fatherland is a sacred and inviolable right
of self-defence, The questions of Vietnamese arrmed forces

in South Viet Nam Iz fo be settled by the Vietnamese
parties.

4. The people of South Viet Nam settle themselves
their own internal affairs, without foreign interference.

5. During the interval between the restoration of peace
and the general elections, neither side shall force the South
Vietnamese people to accept its political regime.

The political forces representating wvarious sections of
the people and various political tendencies in South Viet
Nam — including those forced, for political reasons, to take
asylum abroad — and advocating peace, independence and
neutrality will discuss together the formation of a Provi-
sional Coalition Government on the principle of equality,
democracy and mutual respect in order to achieve a peace-
ful, independent, democratic and neutral South Viet Nam,

6. South Viet Nam shall carry out

a foreign policy
of peace and neutrality,
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assistance from the socialist camp
peoples in the world, such s
able to defeat any im

the ring-lea

and revolutionary
1on will certainly be

: 1yl Perialist aggressor, including
der, US Imperialism, (*)

*

+ At a time when our entire people fr
N TOug PETEE, o i sl
Nerth were pushing

Uus aggression, for national

victory, P

om South to

‘orward the resis

e agdainst
b salvation ever nearer to
Tesident Ho Chi Minh, the

& boundlessly
respected and be .

o ; ;
| loved leader of our w
and people, of the whole
outstanding fighter of
movement

orking elass
Vietnamese Nation, an
o the international communist
8na the national liberation movement
passed away. On September 3, 1989 President IL'\"b:
Chi Minh departed # om us. Z"':"rm WI;OM };'L'*rf“ 1 4
entire armed forces and the Bl G
zones, South and North, felt
regret,

entire people in hoth
boundless grief

The whole progressive s
G ~1© Progressive mankind shared our
pPeople’s utmost sorrow. Our Party, National
Assembly and Government hav o i
i xovernment have received over
23,000 messages and letters of condolence from 121
A1 ies. Forty foraioes H :
‘LQL,ntrJ(.si. ~OrLy Ioreign delegations came to Hanoi
to attend the funeral of our leader. In many couz;
tries mourning i : i
}vr, = ‘mou.mng and memorial ceremonies were
1eld in honour of President Ho Chj Minh ‘
President Ho Chi Minh’s demise was 5

e : great los
to our entire Party ; -

and people. But he loft us an

o Rl Y .
(*) Ho Chi Minh, Selected Writings — ¢ 335

. That is his great cause

extremely precious herite
and his brilliant example.
Parting from us, President Ho Chi Minh left a
historic Testament to our entire Party and people.
First of all he spoke about the Party because it
is the main factor deciding every victory of the
revolution of our country: “Thanks to its close

working class,

unity -and total dedication L
the people and the Fatherland, our Party has been
able. since its founding, to unite, organize and lead
out 'people from success to sucess in a resolute

struggle.

Unity is an extremely precious tradition of our
Party and people. All comrades, from the Central
Committee down o the cell, must preserve the
unity and single mindedness in the Party like the
apple of their eye. Within the Party, to establish
broad democracy and to practise self-criticism and
criticism regularly and seriously is the hest way
to consolidate and develop solidarity and unity.
Comradely affection should prevail.

Ours is a party in power. Each Party member,
each cadre must be deeply imbued with revolu
tionary morality, and show industry, thrift, in"-:.eg-
rity, uprightness, total dedication to the public
interest and complete selilessness. Qur Parj;y sh?gld
preserve absolute purity and prove worthy 0“1 its
s the leader and very loyal servant ol the

role a
people.”

He reminded our
Vouth Union members and young people to be our

successors. both “red” and “expert”, in the building

Party to irain the Working
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of socialism, to pay the greatest attention to edu-
cating the future revolutionary generations. Presi-
dent Ho Chi Minh recommended us to pay great
attention to the livelihood of the labouring people,
to work out effective plans for economie and cul-
tural development so as constantly to improve the
life of our people,

He pointed out: “The war of resistance against
US aggression may drag on. Our people may have
to face new sacrifices of life and property. Whatever
happens, we must keep firm our resolve to fight the
US aggressors till total victory.” He believed that:
“No matter what difficulties and hardships lie
ahead, our people are sure of total victory. The US
imperialists will certainly have to quit. Our Father-
land will certainly be reunified. Our fellow-coun-
trymen in the South and the North will certainly
be re-united under the same roof.”

About the international communist and workers’
movement, he said: “Being a man who has devoted
his whole life to the revolution, the more proud
I am of the growth of the international communist
and workers’ movement, the more pained I am by
the current discord among the fraternal parties.”
He hoped that: “Our Party will do its best to
contribute effectively to the restoration of unity
among the fraternal parties on the basis of
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism
in a way which conforms to both reason and sen
timent.”

In the last part of his Testament he spoke of
his ultimate wish: “Our entire Party and people,
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closely joining their efforts, will build a peaceful,
reunified, independent, democratic and prosperous
Viet Nam, and make a worthy contribution to the
world revolution.”

President He Chi Minh's Testament is a great
document, reflecting his thorough-going I'(;’Vi.:)luti(}n—'
ary spirit, his pure thinking, virtues and sentiments ;
itlis a beacon illuminating the road of unity a.md
struggle of our entire Party and people advancing
toward the fulfilment of the heaviest and most
glorious tasks: completion of national Iibemtion,‘
-;ealizatim: of peopie’s democracy, building of
socialism and communism in our country.

After President Ho's death, the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee started a vigorous and
widespread political campaign in the whole Party,
the entire armed forces and the entire people withr
a view to “turning grief into revolutionary deeds»(*)
and resolutely carrying into effect President Ho
Chi Minh's Testament by living up to the oaths
made by Comrade Le Duan, First Secretary of the
Party Central Committee, on behalf of our entire
Party, armed forces and people, at the solemn
ceremony in memory of President Ho Chi Minh at
Ba Dinh Square on September 9, 1969:

“We will for ever carry aloft the banner of na-
tional independence, resolved to fight and defeat the
US aggressors, liberate the South, defend the
North, and reunify the country in fulfilment of
his wish.

i {*; "_F:i-_(e .I-‘n:m'-‘u Central Committee’s Appeal — September
3, 1969,
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We will go on devoting all our strength to
realize the lofty ideal of socialism and communism
that he has set for our working class and people so
as to achieve prosperity for our land and happiness
for our countrymen.

We will preserve with all our strength the unity
ci the Party as we would the apple of our eye,
increase the fighting strensth of the Party, the
nucleus of national unity, and ensure total victory
for the revolutionary cause of the Vietnamese work-
ing class and nation

We will constantly enhance the pure interna-
tionalist sentiments shown by President Ho Chi Minh,
do our utmost to contribute to the restoration and
development of solidarity and unity in the socialist
camp and among the fraternal parties on the basis
of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian international-
ism ; to strengthen solidarity and friendship among
the Indochinese peoples; to extend wholehearted
support to the revolutionary movement of other
peoples ; to make an active contribution to the strug-
gle of the world’s peoples for peace, national inde-
pendence, dermnocracy and socialism.

We will all our life learn from his virtues and
style of work, foster revolutionary virtues, fearless-
ly face hardships and sacrifices, temper ourselves
into fighters loyal to the Party and the people,
worthy of being his comrades, his disciples. Follow-
ing his example, our entire people and youth
pledge to do their best to steel themsel
men, masters of their country, masters of the new

=

'eq into new
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society, and fo carry his ever-victorious banner 10
the final goal.”

On September 23, 1969, in its fifth session,
the Third National Assembly held a solemn cere-
mony in memory of President Ho Chi Minh and
unanimously elected Comrade Ton Duc Thang,
President and Comrade Nguyen Luong Bang, Vice-
President of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.

AN IMPORTANT STEP IN FRUSTRATING THE

«JIETNAMIZATION OF THE WAR” STRATEGY

OF US IMPERIALISM. THE PARIS AGREEMENT
ON VIET NAM

The aggressive war in Viet Nam had seriously
weakened US imperialism in all fields: political,
military and economic. The American people
repeatedly demonstrated against the dirty war in
Viet Nam. The prestige of the Democratic Party,
the party in power, was going downhill. Johnson
had to withdraw from the political arena. Nixon, a
representative of the most obdurate and warlike
forces of US monopoly capitalism, was elected US
President in late 1968 for having promised to end
the war within six months. Once in the White House
he readjusted US world sirategy, and proclaimed
the so-called “Nixon doctrine” based on three main
principles: 1. US power; 9 Sharing of respon-
sibility ; 3. Readiness to negotiate from a position
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of strength. These were also the basis of the stra-
tggy of “Vietnamization of the war”, which was
allmed at prolonging and expanding the war pit:
ting Vietnamese against Vietnamese, Indoc};inese
against Indochinese, using US weapons and dollars
and under US command, .

"I‘htj “ Nixon doctrine " was first put to intensive
test in Viet Nam with a view to achieving the target
of the US aggressive war. While formerly J::-hnscn;
had ”resorted to two prongs — “ search and destroy ”
e»r?d “pacification” — in his strategic counter-offensive
Nixon carried out three different kinds of war
at the same time: a war to seize hold of the
pe.ople, a war of strangulation and a war of exter-
mination. The © pacification ” policy became the cc:re
of this strategy.

01.1.1- Party held that “Vietnamization of the
W.M: " was an extremely perfidious strategic design
of the .US imperialists aimed at prolonging their
aggre‘ssws;‘ war, withdrawing step by step part of the
American troops from Indochina while reinforcing
the puppe.t army and administration. In this poliey.
the American and puppet armies were at first the
two strategic forces. The American army served as
the. prop of the puppet army and the * Vietnami-
zation of the war " policy. The puppet army was
the r{lain instrument to carry out this “ Vietnami-
zation ” and would gradually replace the American
army.

~Our Party predicted that the situation would
evolve in either of these directions: if the American
army was to suffer heavy losses and meet with great
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difficulties, the White House would be forced to put
an early end to the war by means of a political solu-
tion ; on the other hand, if our army did not attack
hard enough and the American troops were able in
some measure to overcome their difficulties, then
they would seek to prolong the war, try to de-esca-
late from a position of strength, carry out “Vietnami-
sation ” and give the war a see-saw pattern before
resigning themselves to defeat and accepting a po-
litical solution.

In either situation, especially in case of pro-
longed de-escalation, the US imperialists could resume
the bombing of the North for some time and on a
certain scale, or extend the war in Laos and Cam-
bodia so as to bring pressure to bear upon us.

Relying on this analysis of the situation. our
Party put forward the following tasks:

To take full advantage of the victories womn,
persist in and step up the war of resistance, continue
to develop the offensive strategy in an all-sided,
continuous and powerful way, intensify military
and political attacks, in combination with diplomatic
offensives ; while attacking the enemy, try to build
up ever stronger political and military forces, foil
the US imperialists’ © Vietnamization ” plan and the

scheme to de-escalate step by step while prolonging
the war and creating o position of strength from
which to maintain their neo-colonial war in South
Viet Nam : foil the enemy’s defensive strategy, bring
about a shift in the war situation, win partial suc-
cesses leading eventually to a decisive victory ; fight
#11 the Americans withdraw all their troops and the
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puppets collupse, create the fundamental conditions
for an independent, democratic, peaceful and neutral
South, and advance toward peaceful national reuni-
fication.,

To fulfil the above tasks, the South was to play
the direct role, but the role played by the North as
the great rear area and rear base of the whole country
was still the decisive factor. Although the American
imperialists still nurtured many dark designs against
the North, at a time when the war of destruction
had ended in the main, our Party decided to bring
favourable factors into full play, strive hard to
overcome the aftermath of war, rehabilitate the
national economy and push it one step forward.

Early in 1970, the Party decided to launch three
great campaigns : one to intensify production work,
one to promote demoeracy and strengthen the col-
lective mastery of farming cooperative members :
and one to raise the quality of Party members and
admit more recruits info the Ho Chi Minh batch.
The launching of these three campaigns clearly
displayed our Party’s determination tc seize the
opportune moment, resolutely rectify mistakes and
weaknesses in order to develop production, intensify
the economic and defence potential of the North,
step up support to the revolution in the South, and
fulfil our internationalist duty toward the Lao and
Cambodian revolutions.

The problem of rehabilitating and further devel-
oping North Viet Nam’s economy was solved at the
19th plenum of the Party Central Committee held
in early 1971. While affirming that the patriotic
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resistance against American aggression was l.h_{}
foremost tasks of the whole Party and Ithe entnei

) - solved a number of problems
people, the plenum solved a o i
concerning the Party's line, policies and?_orgamz.i\\
tion, with a view fo taking the North‘ *\fle-i.?ame:‘f\
economy forward in the direction of large-scale
socialist production.

Relying on the theoretical analyses t,mderiﬂ.ak.en
in the book Under the Glorious Ba.imef' of Lfﬁ,fi
Party, for the Sake of Independence, ¥ reec‘iom {lﬁ*
Socialism, Let US Advance toward New Successes(*)

byv Le Duan, First Secretary of the Party Central

Oy iv = Bﬂd on the ba 8 DI SEr1o pr crica
(_( 1L t_.l:,’, I 51 { 10US8 a t L
SUIrveys, i:} 1e pi enum Sl CS.:ECI Lh_e lO].A.OW g ]30 S

¥ H 111 §!

In application of the general line of the Ffrtjr
in the initial stage of the transition .t? soc;an:.:n‘
and in the conditions of the resistance war
the orientation of economic deveiopme-.nt mast -re}?ecﬁ
this line : giving priority to the rational d-eve_uop}
ment of heavy industry I;-a:;:ed: c;.n _the | grow.th_u?,-
agriculture and Light industry ; c‘»u@.ldﬁ.zg'u centra ,y'
rum economy while devieloping tshe 're?w.z.fml. gc_qnoe
mijes, co-ordinuting ecoromies Wwith nationgl defénc

The task of economic rehahilitation and cflevelop;
ment and cultural development must be z‘:\';mic;jt.u
satisfying the requirements of the patriotic resit

i iabhad 1 477 7 1972 b
(*) English translation published 11 1971 and _1_‘1._.:. th}(;
the Hanoi Foreign Languages Publishing House ‘Lﬂ‘:def b
‘r;ﬁe- The Vie.t'n.amese Revalution — Fundamental Prob-

lems, Essential Tasks.
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ance against US aggression, meeting the needs of
the people, building and safeguarding the material
and technical basis of socialism, step by step set-
ting up the structure of large-scale socialist produc-
tion, and preparing for future economic development.

Important results were obtained in economic
rehabilitation. In agriculture rice production in
1970 increased by nearly half a million tons com-
pared with 1969. In 1971 while the task of ensuring
support to the South was even heavier and more
urgent than in the previous years, the people in
the North still had to grapple with the aftermath
of the August floods, the most serious in 100 years.
Yet, in the year 1971, overall food production
reached the equivalent of 5.6 million tons of paddy
(nearly 5 million tons for paddy alone), a greater
figure than the usual yearly average. Most of the
industrial establishments destroyed by enemy bombs
were restored. In the first quarter of 1972 industrial
production increased by 169% over the same period
in 1971. In such important branches as electricity,
coal and mechanical engineering the value of output
increased by nearly 30% ; that of building materials
grew by over 50% when the first US war of de-
struction ended, all-communication lines were re-
opened to traffic within a short time.

In South Viet Nam, in view of some results
obtained in fierce “pacification” campaigns in the
rural areas, the US imperialists thought the time
had come for their war of strangulation. In March
1970 they staged a coup d’état to overthrow the
Royal Government of Cambodia and sent tens of
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thousands of troops to invade this cour.ltry, In so
doing the US imperialists asimed at turning neutral
Cambodia into a US military base and new-type
colonv, encircling and wiping out important bases
of the(.z. South Viet Nam liberation forces along the
Viet Nam-Cambodia border, thus cutting off qur
supply line to the Southern battlefislds. F é.xced with
such a situation, the Cambodian patriotic forces,
with the great and timely support of the V‘iet.namese
people, dealt vital blows at the US imperialists arfd
their henchmen. The people’s war in Cambofil.a
developed vigorously and the Cambodian revolution
advanced by leaps and bounds.

On the Lao battlefield ,in 1970 the Lao liber-
ation forces twice thwarted the Americans’ schemes
to recapture the Plain of Jars in northern.. Laos and
seize control of large areas in the strategic Boloven
High Plateau in southern l.aos.

In early 1971 the South Viet Nam army and
people together with the brotherly Lao arnEly anc}
people again won resounding vietory on. ﬁlgh“ra}
9 in southern Laos. Here, the US imperialists had
decided to launch a large-scale operation to block
the Ho Chi Minh “trail” and compleir,ely Ct}t E;t
supply from the North to the South, Formerly McC
Namara had failed in his attempt to set up ap
electronic barrier close to the 17th para.lll.el. This
time Nixon decided to field the bestﬂun.lts of the
Saigon puppet army with powerful US air support,
thus earrying into effect the fundamental formula
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of “Vietnamization”: puppet regulars-~US fire
power = victory. But having correctly anticipated
the enemy’s schemes, we decided to fight him and
completely defeated his plans. 40

The heavy setbacks suffered by the US o¢on
Highway 9 and southern Laos once again shattered
Nixon’s strategy of winning by military means. In
face of this situation, the White House tried to
compromise with the great powers, hoping that
these would put pressure on the Vietnamese pcople
into accepting Washington’s diktat. The US impe-
rialists thought they could in this way divert the
struggle directed at them by the revolutionary forces.
But the Vietnamese people’s great war of resistance
against US aggression for national salvation, and
the world wide movement of support for Viet N am's
resistance to American force brought out this hard
truth: nowadays “the spearhead of the world
revolution must be directed at the US imperialists
and no one else.”’(*)

The aggressive war in Viet Nam deeply affected
the American people and all aspects of life in the
US, constituting a handicap for Nixon in the 1972
presidential campaign. Therefore, the Nixon,. ruling
cligue tried, on the one hand, to retrieve the situa-
tion through a perfidious diplomatic poliey aimed at

(*) Truong Chinh, On Front Work at Present — speech

delivered at the 3rd Congress of the Viet Nam Fatherland
Front, December 1971, :
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preventing our strategic offensive which it predicted
for early 1972, and on the other, to consolidate its
defensive position and prepare to counter our
people’s war of resistance.

But in the spring of 1972, Tet passed without
the Southern army and people taking any large-
scale action. The Americans and their puppets
thought that our people had lost all capacity for
offensive. But suddenly, on March 30, 1972 the
strategic offensive of the Southern attacks were laun-
ched with overwhelming strength by main forece
units of the liberation army in coordination with
regional armed forces and political forces of the
masses against the enemy’s external defence lines
simultaneously in Quang Tri, Cong Tum and Binh
Long. This was followed by repeated attacks on the
enemy’s internal defence lines in northern Binh
Dinh and other places.

By its scope, this strategic offensive was without
precedent in the history of people’s war in Viet
Nam. Within a short period of time, half of the 13
divisions of Saigon regulars, many regiments and
battalions of infantry, artillery; and armour vehicles
were destroyed or heavily damaged. Whole regi-
ments mutinied and surrendered. The enemy’s secu-
rity forces, civil guard and civil defence forces were
destroyed or broken up by mass desertions. Very
strong enemy defence lines from Quang Tri to Tay
Nguyen and eastern Nam Bo were breached, Newly
liberated 7ones were set up in the highlands, the
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plains and along the coast. Strategic fields of action
were enlarged, in many important directions and
areas, creating great possibility of development for
the revolution in the South.

Strategically taken by surprise, Nixon rashly
escalated the war, mobilizing a considerable US
aero-naval force for participation in the war in
South Viet Nam and resuming the war of destruction
against the North, using nearly half of the B352
strategic bomber force of the USA for bombing
raids deep into DRVN territory and mining her
ports and rivers. ¥ The June 1, 1972 resolution of
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Commit-
tee said: “The Nixon administration is trying hard
to earry out its design. This is due on the one hand
to its extremely warlike and stubborn imperialist
nature. On the other hand this is by reason of the
complicated evolution of the world situation. Our
people must stand firm, highten their vigilance, be
ready to face any eventuality, and continue to fight
and win in all circumstances.”

The US imperialists schemed to isolate and
encircle our resistance by means of extremely
savage military actions combined with perfidious
political and diplomatic manceuvres aimed at hold-
ing in check and sowing division among ecertain
socialist countries. In August 1972 in Georgetown,
capital of the Republic of Guyana, the Conference
of 59 non-aligned countries laid bare that design of
Washington. It solemnly recognized the legitimate
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place of the Provisional Revulutionary Goverr:m-:—n;
of the Republic of South Viet Nam and t}?e I Ofﬁ
Government of National Union of. Cambodia md te;
great family of non-aligned countries and r.e‘fusen .
recognize the 1‘epresentatives of‘ +the Saigon an
Phnom Penh puppet administrations. .

The heavy military and political se'tl:tac'l{‘s it s‘lUi-
tered in Viet Nam and Indochina and ’1ts 130112%1:.1.0-1:1
in the international arena drove tl;‘;e an.on 1( mm:E
istration into an extremely Cl‘it?cal. sxt'uatlon a
home : devaluation of the dollar, u}cr‘easmg une;i—l
ployment, aggravation of drug addiction anc?t otd(l,x
Soc;al evi.ls, The US ruling circles were pro_ioun .ry
divided. The prestige of the US in the world was
going downhill.

At this juncture, the draft armi:stice agreemeﬂr‘lt
proposed by our government delegation at the i—’\?ni
Conterence on October 20, 1972 was a suddefm ) o}z\
to the White House. To gain more ‘votes 101 b 9
conming presidential elections, the Nn?on—Kms,r?gc;
group could not but agree to ﬂ}e bas1_? cogtgnt.;b
the draft agreement which was 1r.1 conformity “rn )
sentiment and reason. But they still nurtured I\’I‘?dl‘l}:
perfidious schemes. On the one hand, the.y pizl;n
ised to sign the Agreement on QOctober 31,. F.I‘;:J_.
but on the other, they resorted fo prucr'etstl.namv(,n\
and delaying tactics, with a view to crealing SOL[;*.-.
tavourable conditions which would help cafry ont ;e“
«Yietnamization of the war program once [.éeligea:};
fire agreement was signed.. They set up}a?l .alr.%l t, Le
greatest in the history of the Indochina war, 10
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12 Oyer a period of twelve days —
December 18-29, 1972 — the US imperialist drop-

ped 100,000 tons of bombs (40,000 tons on Hanoi)
the equivalent of five atomic bombs of the kind
dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. By so doing the
White House leaders hoped to strike terror into the
Vietnamese people, bring pressure to bear upon
them and create a position of strength on the battle-
field and at the conference table,

Under the firm and timely leadership of our
Party-and Government, the armed forces and people
of the North and especially of Hanoi meted out due
nt to the US imperialists. In those twelve
days and nights we shot down 81 US planes among
them 34 B52s and 5 F.1lls. Hanoi alone brought
down 30 aireraft among them 23 B52s and 2 BkLle.
Many aireraft were downed on the spot. During the
second ‘US war of destruction — from April to
December 1972 — the armed forces and people of
the North had shot down nearly 700 US aircraft
including 54 B.52s and 10 F.111s, and had sunk and
set afire many US war vessels. ()

the history of war.

punishme

(*) “Never has the US B.52 force met with such an
effective air-defence system and lost such a great number
of aircraft in such a ghort period of time." (AFP,
31-12-1972).

«The USAF possesses 200
ational. Military wbservers in Washington e
the present tempo, the US will have lost
(Reuter, 29-12-72).
anti-aircraft network has
hich could not be
of raids

B 52s but only 140 are oper-
stimated that at
all its B52s in

thres months’ time .
sNorth Viet Nam's terrible
compelled the US to pay high price, W
: 1f B52s were sent into a series

paid indzfinitely.
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The great victories of our armed foreces and
people throughout the country in 1972, the heavy
defeats suffered by the US imperialists in its “Viet-
namization of the war” policy in the South and the
destructive war against the North along with their
setbacks on the Cambodian and Lao battlefields -—
all these, in the end, compelled the US government
to sign in Paris, an Agreement on Ending the War
and Restoring Peace in Viet Nam on January 27
1973.

The Paris Agreement stipulates that the US
imperialists must end its aggressive war in Viet Nam,
withdraw all the troops of the US and its satellite
countries from South Viet Nam, undertake to res-
pect the Vietnamese people’s fundamental national
rights namely independence, sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity ; as well as the South Vietname
people’s right to self-determination ; put an end
to its military involvement and intervention in the
internal affairs of South Viet Nam, recognize the
existence in South Viet Nam of two administrations,
two armies, two zones of control and three polit-
ical forces,

Then on March 2, 1973 an International Confer-
ence on Viet Nam was held in Paris by twelve
over North Viet Nam and suffered each time losses at that
rate, one need not be a mathematical genius to calculate
that in the end the US would lose ail of its B52g”
(Newsweelk, 8-1-1973).

“The victory of Viet Nam is an incomparable example
of the victory of the human intellect over machines” {The
Air War, Cornell University Press, 1972)
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government delegations from the E_%o\fiet ‘.U%uon,
China, the United States, Great Britain, branc.e,
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the.]giepub.hc
of South Viet Nam, the Republic of Viet Nam (i.e.
the Saigon puppet administration) ancl_ the.f(?ur
member countries of the International Commisspn
of Control and Supervision of the implementation
of the Paris Agreement namely Hungary, Poland,
Indonesia, and Canada. The Conference appr;“oved
an Act téking note of the Agreement and ‘Protom
cols on Viet Namn and guaranteeing their strict and
thorough implementation. % ‘
On March 29, 1973 the US Command in Sa'lg?n
held a flag-furling ceremony. The last u_nit of t1ne
US expeditionary corps left South Viet .Na‘m unu_(?r
the control of officers of the Democratic Eepubhc
of Viet Nam and the Republic of South Viet Nam
in the Four party Joint Military Commission. Op 'f;he
same day, Colonel Audel, the last of the two r‘nﬂ]mn
and a half US militarymen having come to 1.nva<;l.e
South Viet Nam silently left Tan Son Nhut Ell]‘p(;)‘f‘f,
with his head bent, thus putting an end fo the

presence of foreign invaders on our soil for 115
years since the French began their conquest of our
1 OEG

country in 1858. ;

The victory of our resistance against LS aggrmheis-.—
sion marked an extremely important turning _po_l.m
in our history. In its January 28, 1973 appeal the
Central Committee of our Party pointed out :

“This is the wvery great victory of the “most
glorious war of resistance in the 'nisto"fy of our
people’s struggle against foreign aggression.
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... This is also the victory of the peoples of the
Indochinese countries united in the struggle against
the common enemy.

This victory of the Vietnamese people is also one
of epochal significance for the forces of socialism,
national independence, democracy and peace, for
the freedom- and justice-loving people all over the
world.”

In late January 1973, the Party Central Com-
mittee and the Government received numerous
messages of greetings from all over the world. The
world’s people highly praised the heroic Vietnamese
people for having defeated US imperialism, the
world gendarme and the common enemy of mankind.

The great victory of our people’s resistance
against US aggression are due to the following
factors :

1. First of all, the Vietnamese revolution is
led by our Party, a Marxist-Leninist Party, united,
of one mind and steeled in revolutionary struggle.
Qur Party knows how to fost
victory and bring into play national, democratic and
socialist forces ; it has a firm grasp of revolutionary
violence, possesses a correct line and methods of
revolutionary offensive, firmly maintains its inde-
pendence and sovereignty and unceasingly strength-
ens international solidarity.

er every factor of
¥

2. The victory of our resistance against US
aggression is a victory of the patriotism, indomi-
table fighting spirit, glorious tradition of struggle
against foreign aggression of a nation deeply imbued
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with this truth “Nething is more precious than
independence and freedom.”

3. The victory of our patriotic war of resistance
originates from the strength of the socialist regime
of the North. This is the strength of a new social
regime which, having sbolished oppression and
exploitation, is building a happy free-from-want life,
ceaselessly strengthening its economic and defence
potential, creating conditions for the North to fulfil
its role as the common base of the revolution in the
whole country and the great rear area for the great
fighting front in the South.

4. The victory of our resistance is a victory for
the militant solidarity of the people of the three
Indochinese countries. This solidarity is a firm
support for the people of each country in the
struggle to win back and consolidate national inde-
pendence and to contribute to the revolutionary
cause of the peoples of all countries and to the
safeguarding of peace in Indochina, Scoutheast Asia
and the world. ;

9. The victory of our people is inseparable from
the international sympathy, support and assistance
for our just cause. Thanks to our independence in
line and policy and our efforts to achieve the utmost
international solidarity, we have in all circum-
stances, favourable and unfavourable, benefited from
the support and help of the brotherly socialist coun-
tries, the international communist and workers’
movements, the national liberation movement, peace-
and justice-loving people all over the world including

|
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progressive Americans. In this support and help,
the part of the Soviet Union, China and the other
brother socialist countries is of extreme importance.

§

NEW STAGE OF THE VIETNAMESE PECPLE'S
REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE: TO COMPLETE
THE PEOPLE'S NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVO-
LUTION IN THE SOUTH, TO STRIVE TO CARRY
OUT SOCIALIST INDUSTRIALIZATION
IN THE NORTH

The victory of our patriotic struggle against US
aggression ushers in a new period in the history
of our revolution, For the first time in 115 years no
aggressive foreign troops remain on our soil,

Since our country was invaded by the French
colonialists, the Vietnamese revolution has known
great developments: 1. The August 1945 Revolution
gave power to the people in all the country; 2. The
protracted war of resistance defeated the French
colonialist aggressors, and French old-type colonial-
ism; 3. The land reform overthrew the feudal
landlord class which had ruled for centuries and
carried into effect the slogan: “Land to the tillers” ;
4, The socialist revolution and the building of social-
ism abolished the exploitation of man by man in the
North; 5. The patriotic war of resistance against
American aggression defeated the US imperialists’
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neo-colonialism thus contributing to the opening of
a period of disintegration of neo-colonialism in the
world.

The long resistance against American aggression
was the most arduous and complicated stage of the
people’s national democratic revolution in Viet Nam.
In the past whenever the imperialists were driven
out of our country, their henchmen would collapse.
This time though the Americans have got out of
our country, the puppets have not yet been toppled.
The American imperialists have had to withdraw
from our country, but national liberation and the
people’s national democratic revolution in the South
have not yet been completed. However we can say
that after driving out half a million US and satel-
lite troops, the Vietnamese revolution in general
and the South Vietnamese revolution in particular
have grown up in strength and prestige and now
benefit from more favourable conditions for ful-
filling the task of completing the people’s national
democratic revolution in all the country and achiev-
ing peaceful national reunification.

After the signing of the Paris Agreement on Viet
Nam the US policy in Viet Nam consisted mainly
in “Vietnamizing the war” in the new circumstances,
practising the “Nixon doctrine”, continuing to use
the Saigon puppet administration as the instrument
of neo-colonialism in South Viet Nam, and pro-
longing the division of our country. The US impe-
rialists strove to build up the puppet administration
and army and hoped to win victory through applying
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this formula: puppet army plus US advisers
and aid. :

Of course, they could not realize their scheme.
In South Viet Nam there exist two zones of control,
two armies, two administrations and three polj.ticai
forces. The prestige of the South Viet Nam Provi-
sional Revolutionary Government has not ceased
growing in the world. * The summit Conference
of about 80 non-gligned countries held in Algiers in
September 1973 recognized the Republic of South
Viet Nam as an official member of the movement
of non-aligned countries, and the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government as the only genuine repre-
sentative of the South Vietnamese people. After the
Paris Agreement the Vietnamese, Lao and Cambo-
dian revolutions have developed in a favourable
way. The liberated areas of the three Indochinese
countries lean on one another, forming a single
large area favourable to the revolution in all three
countries.

Our Party's view is that the principal enemy of
the South Vietnamese revolution in this new stage
is US imperialism and the ruling clique of bureau-
cratic, militarist and fascist comprador bourgeois
who are zealous henchmen of the Americans and
represent the interests of the most reactionary pro-
American comprador bourgeois and _'Een.daluland—
owners in South Viet Nam. US imperialism is the
mastermind and the prop of the puppet adminis-
tration. The ruling clique of bureaueratic, militarist
and {fascist comprador bourgeois is the effective
instrument for the US imperialists to implant their
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neo-colonialism, the direct enemy that the South
Vietnamese revolution has to overthrow.

The fundamental task of the revolution in the
South is to carry on the people’s national democrat-
ic revolution, unite the entire people in the struggle
against US imperialism, the comprador bourgeoisie
and the feudal landlord class, bring to completion
the people’s national democratic revolution, direct
the spearhead of struggle at IS imperialism and its
zealous lackey, the bureaucratic, militarist and
fascist comprador bourgeois in power in the enemy
controlled areas, repel and defeat the enemy step
by step, with a view to eventually abolishing the
puppet administration and the neo-colonialist
regime, establishing a¢ genuine national and demo-
cratic power, achieving national concord completely
breaking free of dependence on the United States,
building a peaceful, independent, democratic, neutral
and prosperous South Viet Nam, and advancing
toward peaceful national reunification.

The immediate task of the South Vietnamese
revolution is to unite the entire people, carry out
the struggle on three fronts — political, military
and diplomatic — with initiative and flexibility,
combine these three aspects of the struggle accord-
ing to place and circumstance so as to force the
enemy to strictly implement the Paris Agreement on
Viet Nam, ceaselessly maintain and develop the
revolutionary forces in all aspects, defeat the enemy
stepby step, keep the initiative in all circumstances,
and cause the South Vietnamese revolution to forge
ahead.
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Since the signing of the Paris Agreement the
S}]Uth has not known a single day of peace. The
US and Thieu have concentrated their forces and
resorted to all military, political, economic and
Psycho war schemes and manoeuvres. Relying on
“pacification” and encroachment as their foremost
strategic measures they hope to destroy the liberated
zones, the people’s liberation armed forces and the
people’ power, consolidate their administration and
army, finally to destroy the fruits of the revolutioﬁ
as well as the Paris Agreement on Viet Nam and
place the whole of South Viet Nam under the yoke
of US neo-colonialism.

Facing this situation the South Vietnamese people
reserve for tl’_lemselves the right to fight for self-
defence, safeguard the fruits of the revolution and
protect the liberated zone, while foreing the adver-
sary to implement the Paris Agreement. On October
15, 1973 the Command of the Liberation Armed
I':orces (LAF) ordered the liberation armed forces
throughout South Viet Nam to resolutely counte;:
all acts of war of the Saigon administration, at any
place and using all appropriate measures. II; imple-
mentation of this order, the LAF not only inter-
cepted enemy “pacification” and encroachment
operations in a resolute way but also attacked
e.nemy troops right at their starting bases. The
fighting efficiency of the three categories of ‘;roops
was raised. The liberation regulars fully played
their role as a strike force in counter-pacification
aI.‘ld counter-encroachment campaigns, closely coor-
dinating their actions with those of the 1°eqion.;l
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revolutionary forces and created favourable condi-
tions for them to liberate more people and win
sovereignty for them.

The liberated zone Wwas firmly maintained,
consolidated and expanded. Production developed
and the people’s life was gradually improved, In the
plains, in many places the people’s living standard
was higher than in areas gtill under Saigon control.
In regions inhabited by minority nationalities, the
living standard was visibly raised. There was an
adequate supply of necessities such as salt, fabric
and medicines. Traffic was ensured on strategic
communication lines and travel time was greatly
reduced. .

In the liberated zone, under people's power
national democratic politics, economy and culture
developed. The three categories of liberation armed
forces did not cease growing Up; they stood firm
in all important strategic areas and firmly maintain-
ed the initiative. Our Southern compatriots’ spiritual
and political unity was ever greater.

Starting from early 1974, the movement in the
cities has known important developments. Towns-
people and, in general, people in enemy-controlled
areas have become ever more aware of the enemy’s
new schemes and have heightened their vigilance
accordingly. They demand the immediate overthrow
of the Thieu administration as well as the whole
bellicose, dictatorial and fascist regime subservient
1o the US.

The Thieu administration’s repeated military set-
backs, economic difficulties, and policy of subjection



to the United States, as well asits attempts to sabo-
tage the Paris Agreement, prolong the war, intensify
its fascist oppression, plunder and exploitation of
the people... have led this tool of neo-colonialism
into an all-embracing and deep erisis. On December
18, 1974 an enlarged session of the Presidium of the
Central Committee of the South Viet Nam National
Front for Liberation thus assessed the situation:
“The just struggle of our people has achieved ever
greater successes and will certainly win final victory,
This is an ineluctable trend which no reactionary
scheme or force could reserve.”

Though military clashes are still going on in the
South, in the North peace has been restored. This
peace has been made possible after the North,
together with the people in all the country, had
broken the aggressive will of the United States.
This is a very important fact. Nowadays the US
imperialists and their agent have not yet renounced
their design of aggression against the North, yet the
setbacks suffered by the US in Viet Nam and the
weakening of the US after its aggressive war there
have driven it one step further towards bankruptey.
In the new stage, we are able to rebuild our country
and make it more prosperous and beautiful.

By 1974, 20 years have passed since the North
entered the period of transition to socialism. But
the time spent on peaceful construction only totals
about eight years. As the North is advancing directly
to socialism by — passing the stage of capitalist devel-
opment, and her economy, characterized mainly by
small production, has been heavily ravaged by war,
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difficulties are inevitably numercus, the greatest
being the weakness of the material and technical
basis and the low labour productivily. The rate of
population growth is fairly high whereas total social
production has increased but slowly: The national
income is almost stationary and there is no internal
accumulation. However, we have fundamental fa-
vourable factors: our people are industrious, cou-
rageous, intelligent, inventive, devoted body and
soul to the Party, and inspired by great revolution-
ary enthusiasm after the victory of the patriotic
resistance against US aggression, for national salya-
{ion. We possess abundant manpower and a fair

contingent of scientific and technical cadres. We
possess a wide range of mnatural resources and

immense areas of land have remained untilled. We
receive help in many fields from the Soviet Union,
China and the other brother socialist countries, We
are in a position to intensify economie, scientific
and technical cooperation with the brother socialist
countries and extend economic and technical rela-
tions with other couniries. Our Party has been
steeled in struggle and has a sound revolutionary
line. Under the leadership of our Party, our people
have defeated US imperialism and will no doubt
succeed in building socialism.

The tasks and orientation for post-war economic
rehabilitation and development were worked out at
the 22nd Plenum of the Party Central Committee
in late 1973. The Plenum made a thorough analysis
of the serious effects of the US aggressive war on
our country and pointed out that they were the
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main cause of the low level of production, the slow
development of our economy, and the difficulties in
our people’s life. It also pointed out the shortcom-
ings in leadership, guidance and management. The
slowness in rectifying these shorfcomings was at
the origin of the slackness in economic and social
management, which engendered negative aspects in
social life.

The plenum concluded: “In the new stage, the
general task of the North is to unite the entire
people, struggle for the maintenance of peace, strive
to carry on socialist industrialization, give a sirong
impetus to the triple revolution, take the North
quickly, vigorously and firmly to sccialism ; closely
combine economy with national defence, heighten
vigilance, stand ready to foil every scheme of the
US imperialists and their puppets; exer: every
effort to fulfil its duty in the struggle to complet:e
independence and democracy in the South and
advance toward peaceful national reunification:
fulfil its internationalist duty to the Lao and Cam-
bodian revolutions.”

To carry this task into effect, the Party Central
Committee approved a plan for economic rehabili-
tation and development in 1974-1975. The tfasks to
be fulfilled in these two years are part of the initial
stage of socialist industrialization in the North and
are aimed at the following :

1. Mobilize and organize the social labour force
in production and construction, take full advantage
of the economic potentialities, boost production 'md
practise thrift. Make the level of production of every

economic branch and unit at least equal to the highest
level reached in 1965 and 1071, Strive to increase
quickly the gross national product and national
income. See to it that by 1975 national income will
be sufficient to cover social expenditure and by 1976
accumulation will begin. Satisfactorily ensure assist-
ance to the revolution in the South.

9 Further consolidate and perfect the socialist
relations of production in both the State and collee-
tive sectors; do away with the negative aspects in
economice and social life.

3. Strengthen Party leadership in State manage-
ment, rectify managerial work from central to
grass-roots levels, solve immediate problems while
preparing for long-term economic and cultural
development.

The rehabilitation and development of our social-
ist economy are being carried out while a fierce
national and class struggle is proceeding in the
South. The impact of this bitter struggle on the
North is felt in many aspects. Therefore, in the spirit
of the resolution of the plenum, the whole Party
and the entire people must heighten their revolu-
tionary vigilant and stand ready id cope with any
eventuality. However, construction must not be
neglected. On the contrary, the people in the North
must avail themselves of peace to engage vigorously
in economic rehabilitation, heal the wounds of war,
develop economy and culiure, build the material
and technical basis of socialism, combine economy
and national defence, strengthen the economic and
military potentialities of our couniry, stabilize the

"
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people’s life, give adequate assistance to the revolu-
tion in the South, while fulfilling their internation-
alist duty to the Lao and Cambodian revolutions.

In the light of the Resolution of the 22nd ple-
num of the Party Central Committee, the working
class, collective peasantry, socialist intelligentsia all
over North Viet Nam have worked hard to liquidate
the aftermath of war, restore and develop agricul-
ture, industry, communications and iransport, eapital
construetion, ete,

In 1973, though the gross national product was
a bit higher than in 1965, the number of State
employees had greatly increase, the consumption of
raw materials was high, labour productivity was
about two-thirds that in 1965, and the gross national
income was lower than the 1965 figure.

In 1974 things were better. There were two
successive bumper rice crops. The production of
paddy surpassed the State plan target by 8%; and
the 1973 figure by 21.4%. Thai Binh province obtain-
ed 7 tons of paddy per hectare. Many other prov-
inces in the plain obtained high yields. Many more
cities, towns, districts and cooperatives reaped 5 tons
per hectare. A number of cooperatives attained
10 tons/ha,

New progress was made in building the material
and technical basis of agriculture. The collective
peasantry exerted every effort to restore and im-
brove the water control network, fill up bomb craters
in ricefields, restore and build more seed-supplying
and animal breeding stations and farms, reclaim
virgin land, build new economic areas, carry out
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afforestation and so on. Attention was given to the
consolidation of agricultural cooperatives. In many
cooperatives land was better managed, illegally used
land retrieved, and an end put to wasteful use of
land. The campaign to reorganize agricultural pro-
duction and improve agricultural management in
the direction of large-scale production was launched
in a number of districts and cooperatives. Congresses
of collective peasantry were held in many localities.
Millions of co-op peasants enthusiastically contri-
buted precious ideas about agricultural production
and the (detailed) draft rules concerning higher-level
agricultural cooperatives.

As regards industrial production, in 1974, the
total value ol industrial and handicraft output
exceeded the State plan target by 4% and the 1973
figure by 15%.

Coal mining, though failing to reach the pre-
war production level, sur sassed the State plan target
by 12% in production and 8% in earth-moving
work. The quantity of coal supplied to industry,
agriculture and export considerably increased over
the previous years. The production_ of electricity
exceeded the State plan target by 2%p and the 1965
figure by 66%). The mechanical engineering branch
saw the value of its output doubled compared with
the pre-war period. There was a considerable in-
crease in the production of such important items as
metal-cutting machines, electric motors, small trac-
tors and others. Six new mechanical engineering
plants were put into operation. A number of large
mechanical engineering plants, nitrogenous fertilizer
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plants and textile mills were being built. Small
industry and handicrafts with great possibilities in
producing consumer goods were restored and deve-
loped to a higher level than before the war.

With regard to communications and transport,
the total volume of transported goods in 1974 rose
by 30% over 1973 and 60% over 1974. Many ports
and roads were restored rapidly. May bridges which
had been destroyed by the enemy were repaired.
Construction was started of some important bridges.
Workers and soldiers joined forces in clearing mines
and dredging channels leading into ports; high-
tonnage vessels can now sail in and out easily.

However, shortcomings and weaknesses were
committed in economic rehabilitation and develop-
ment. The results obtained in the execution of our
plans failed to meet the increasing demands of the
national economy. The needs for many kinds of
materials and commodities were not fully met where-
as great potentialities were not exploited. Economic
management improved but slowly. The State plan
failed to reflect a good application in the North of
the economic law of socialism which is to progress
from small production to large-scale socialist pro-
duction. In some places, there were still manifes-
tations of a lack in the sense of responsibility,
discipline and organization in implementing direc-
tives, resolutions, rules and regulations and siriving
for State plan targets. There were even cases of
violation of the law and infringing State and col-
lective property. Bureaucracy, lack of democracy,
and slackness in economic management and in the
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maintenance of order and security were not reso-
lutely overcome.

Generally speaking, agricultural and industrial
production in 1974, in some important aspect,
reached and even surpassed the figures of 1965 and
1971, the two peak years of economic development
in twenty years of socialist construction in North
Viet Nam. The people’s life was stabilized and
gradually improved. The progress made by the
North proved the soundness of the resolution of
the 22nd plenum of the Party Central Committee,
the first important resolution concerning the rebuild-
ing of our country after our victory over US
aggression (%,

(*) In the South, countering the policy of war which
the US imperialists and their henchmen continued to prac-
tise in flagrant viclation of the Paris Agreement, the peaple
and liberation armed forces, combining armed struggle
with political struggle, dealt ssvere blows at the puppet
military and police machine in 1973 and 1974. The Nguyen
Van Thieu regime was bogged down in a political and eco-
nomic guagmire while its armed forces were demoralized.
But instigated by ington, Thieu pursued his policy
of war and repression against the people. In early 1875 fired
by their victories, the people and liberation armed forces
of the South, launched a military offensive in concert with
popular uprisings which, in less than two months, led to
spectacular successes ; liberaftion of Tay Nguyen, then of
Hue and Da Nang, finally of Saigon and the whole of South
Viet Nam. On May 1, 1875 the entire Vietnamese nation,
from North to South, celebrated its complete liberation. The
whole neocclonialist structure built by the USA more than
twenty years had collapsed. For the first time since 1858
national independence was tot: ained,

(Translator)
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President Ho Chi Minh said: “Once victory 1s
won, our people will rebuild their country and make
it ten times more prosperous and beautiful.” Our
people have fulfilled President Ho Chi Minh's recom-~
mendation concerning the defeat of US imperialism.
We are convinced that our people will certainly
carry into effect his behest on national reconstruc-
i.ion.“ Our Party which has led the war of resistance
against US aggression o victory in very n’iifficglt
and complex conditions will no doubt satisfactorily
lead our people in economic rehabilitation and
- development, cultural growth and national recon-
struction.
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CONCLUSION

On February 3, 1975, our Party is exactly forty-
live years old. Tremendous changes have taken
place in the world and in our country over the past
forty-five years. Our Party and people have also
grown up tremendously. Forty-five years ago, our
people were suffering under the colonial and feudal
voke of slavery, leading a life of humiliation and
obscurity. President Ho Chi Minh said:

“With the TFrench invasion, our country
became a colonial country, our people became
slaves without a nationality, our fatherland was
trampled under the iron heel of the cruel enemy.
During the decades when the Party had not yet
been i’ouhded, the situation was gloomy and seemed
quite hopeless,” *}

Our party, headed by respected and heloved
comrade Ho Chi Minh, has pointed out to our work-
ing class and people a bright and glorious way out,

(*) Ho Chi Minh. Opening Address at the Ceremony

Marking the Party’s 30th Anniversary, Selected Works —
Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 764
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and has become the firm leader of the extremely
arduous and extremely heroic revolutionary fight
of our people and the sole organizer of all successes
of the revolution in our country. This is due to the
following essential achievements of our Party:

1. OQur Party has always taken a firm working
class stand and shown absolute loyalty to the inter-
ests of the class and the nation; it has creatively
epplied Marxism-Leninism te the specific conditions
of our country and worked out correct lines and
policies so as to lead the Vietnamese revolution
from victory to victory. It has ceaselessly combated
the reformist tendencies of the bourgeoisie and the
adventurism of the petty bourgeocisie in the national
movement : the “Jeft’” phraseology of the Trotskyi-
tes in the workers’ movement; and the right and
“laft” deviations within the Party at each stage.
The Party’s lines and policies embody the basie
interests of the broad masses, hence they are ac-
tively supported by the masses. This has enabled our
Party to win and hold leadership of the revolution
in the whole country and to crush all attempts by
the national bourgeoisie to contend with it for
leadership.

9. Guided by Marxist-Leninist theory, our Party
has' realized that in an agrarian country such as
ours, the peasants are not only a great revolutionary
torce in the people’s national democratic revolution
but also a great force in the socialist revolution.
Peasants and workers form the main force of the
revolution. Therefore, at each stage of the revolution,
our Party has on the whole, firmly grasped and
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correctly solved the peasant guestion, and constantly
strengthened the worker-peasant alliance. Our Party's
activities and the revolutionary movement in our
country have proved that “Only the Worker-peasant
alliance led by the working class can resolutely
and thoroughly overthrow the counter-revolutionary
forces, seize and consolidate power for the toiling
people, fulfil the historical mission of the national
democratic revolution and advance to socialism” {*)

3. In each of the revolutionary stages, our Party
has been able to rally all patriotic gand progressive
forces into a broad national united front based on a
firm worker-peasant alliance, under the Party’s lead-
ership, achieving united action by those forces to
oppose the common enemy, the imperialists and their
henchmen, and earry out the programme of the
front. In the process of building and sfrengthening
the national united front, our Party has carried
on a constant struggle on two fronts: against the
tendency to isolationism and sectarianism, not trying
to win over all forces that can be won over ; at the
same time against the tendency to lay stress solely
on unity, unity without struggle within the front,
without resolutely opposing attempts to belittle the
Party’s leading role, to belittle the position of work-
ers and peasants, the foundation of the national
united front. et 0

-4, In the struggle against the enemy of the
class and the nation, our Party has made use of
revolutionary violence to meet counter-revolutionary
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violence, and has mobilized the masses In
uprising and revolutionary war to seize power and
defend the people’s power. At each stage, our Party
has based itself on concrete situations to work out
appropriate forms of struggle; it has made use of
and cleverly combined wvarious forms of armed
struggle and political struggle to overthrow the
enemy and win victories for the revolution. Our
Party pays great attention to the building of the
people’s armed forces which consist of three kinds
of troops: the regulars, the regional troops and the
guerilla militia or self-defence militia. Those forces,
together with the political forces of the masses (ie.
the political organizations in the national united
front) closely combine armed struggle with political
struggle to overthrow all enemies.

5. After winning power for the people, our Party
constantly concerns itself with the strengthening
and consolidation of political power, making use of
it, on the one hand, to repress the counter-revolu-
tionaries, maintain public order and security, mobi-
lize and organize the masses in the resistance against
foreign aggressors, safeguard independence and
national unity ; on the other, to enhance the demo-
cratie rights of the people, mobilize and educate them
in striving to build up a new life, develop the
economy and culture, and constantly improve their
livelihood. The Party realizes that this power must
be a people’s democratic dictatorship performing
the historical mission of the worker-peasant dicta-
torship in the stage of people’s national democratic
revolution and fulfilling the historical mission of the
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dictatorship of the proletariat in the period of
transition to socialism and communism.

6. The revolution in our country is part and
parcel of the world revolution. All successes of our
revolution are inseparable from the wholehearted
support of the fraternal socialist countries, of the
international communist and workers’ movement,
of the national liberation movement and the peace
and democratic movement in the world. That is
why our Party constontly strives to strengthen
internationel solidarity. It is precisely because it
knows how to link the revolutionary movement in
the countiry to the revolutionary movement of the
international working class (including the movement
of struggle of the working class and labouring people
in the imperialist country that is committing aggres-
sion against our country) and the liberation move-
ment of the oppressed people that our Party has
won overseas allies for the Vietnamese revolution,
creating more strength for our revolution to win
stceesses and making a worthy contribution to the
world revolutionary movement.

+

In short, the history of forty-five years of
activities of our Party — President Ho Chi Minh's
Party —is one full of sacrifices and hardships but
also full of glory. It is the history of the vanguard
and staff of the Vietnhamese working class who
have led the entire Vietnamese people in the strug-
gle to fight the Japanese fascists and overthrow the
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pro-Japanese puppet administration, to carry out
the August Revolution successfully and establish
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, the first
people's democracy in Southeast Asia, to wage a
long resistance war and defeat the French colonialist
aggressors, to bring to our people the honour of
having defeated old-style colonialism, to complete
the people’s national democratic revolution and
proceed to the socialist revolution and the building
of socialism in the North, and at the same time it
has been leading the entire people in the resistance
to defeat US imperialism, the world’s gendarme,
the common enemy of our people and mankind,
bringing to our people the honour of defeating the
neo-colonial aggressive war of American imperial-
ism,

How many communist and petriotic’ martyrs
have “braved death so that the Fatherland may
live ! (*) How many communist fighters have sacri-
ficed their lives for the lofty ideal of the Party!
When one fell, others advanced, wave upon wave,
regardless of risks and perils — that made what we
have today.

Such was the road we have travelled, But the
road ahead is not clear of dangers yet. Great and
difficult tasks are awaiting us. Our Party still has
to-lead the entire people in the fight to win total
vietory over the US aggressors, to overthrow the

-
(*) Ho Chi Minh ; “Letter to Death-braving Squads
of the Capital”, January 1, 1847, in  Selected Works,

‘Su That Publishing House, Hanoi, 1960, p. 234
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ruling clique of bureaueratic, militarist, and fascist
comprador bourgeoisie, devoted henchmen of
American imperialism, fulfil the task of national
liberation, complete the people’s national democratic
revolution in the South and bring about the peaceful
reunification of the country. At the same time, our
Party has to lead our working class and people to
build socialism sucecessfully in a backward agricul-
tural country, by-passing the stage of capitalist
development, On the basis of those achievements,
the Party will lead the entire people to build suc-
cegsfully a peaceful, reunified, independent, demo-
cratic and prosperous Viet Nam,

With full confidence and pride, let our whole
Party, our entire army and our entire people close
their ranks, bring into full play the revolutionary
heroism and the fine traditions of our nation, over-
come all hardships and sacrifices, resolutely carry
into effect the correct lines and policies of the
Party, and take the ever-victorious banner of
President Ho Chi Minh {o the final goal !



PUBLISHER’S NOTES

1. Most represent

tative were the insurrections in Nam
Ky, the part of the country which was first occupied by
the French and where the people ja':
rections against the
Cong Dinh (1859-1864)
Truong Cong Quycn

hed the first insur-
as those led by Truong
Cong- /

e
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1868) ] g i Insur-
rection by Nguyen Trung Truc (1867-1868) in Hon Chong
(Rach Gia province), etc.

2, For example :

a) The Can Vuong movement lsd by p-:tri_otic scholars

sprung from the fe

Huong Son insurrection in Nghe 'lm_h (F’u.,—18
Duy Tan with the Ba Dinh surrection

(1885-1892), Nguyen Thien Thuat with

rection in I-xunf_z Yen (1855-1889).

idal class;

movement of which the most out-
the ¥en The insurrection led by

in the early 20th
century mearked by Do Jast) and Dong Kinh
Nghia Thuc movements ] Ngal movement against
taxation... were launched b people with bourgeois demo-
cratic tendenc such as Phan Bol Chau, Luong Van Can,
Tran Qui Cap and others. The 1823-1926 pafriotic movement
the core of which was made

intellectuals active in such

;yuurw‘ petty bourgeois
g as Phuc Viet
(Restoration of Viet Nam) {(1923); Thanh Nien (Youth)..
d) The Workers' struggle movement (1925-1929).
3. Nam Ky was a colony, Bac Ky, half colony and
half protectorate, and Trung Ky, a * protectorate ”
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4. Before that date, in March 1929, the Bac Ky Party
Committee had founded a T-member party cell
the first to be set up.

5. Mainly active in Trung Ky.

in Hanoi,

6, In 1929, the total number of workers in wvarious
branches of activity in Viet Nam was about 220,000.

7. The uprising broke out in the small hours of
February 9, 1930. Its failure led to the breaking up of the
Nationalist Party, which had launched it, and af the same
time, ended the role of the petty bourgeoisie and bourgeoi-
sie as leaders of the revolution in Viet Nam.

8. The Congress was held from March 27 fo 31, 1935
with the nparticipation of representatives from North,
Central and South Viet Nam and from Laos. It elected a
9-member Central Committee with Comrade Le Hong
Phong as Secretary General,

9. There were L'Avant-garde, Le Peuple, Viet Dan,
Pho Thong, Lao Dong Moi, Dan Chung in Nam Ky ;
Nhanh Lua, Kinh Te, Dan in Trung Ky; Le Travail,
Rassemblement, En Awvant, Notre Voixz, Ha Thanh Thoi
Bao, Doi Nay, Ban Dan, Tin Tuc, Nguoi Moi, The Gioi
in Bac Ky.

10. Communist groups working in the open such as
Tin Tuc (in Hanoi), Dan Chung (in Saigon) were arrested.
All progressive pericdicals and books were banned. Friend-
ship associations were closed down and their property
confiscated.

11. The Conference was held in Hoc Mon — Ba Dien
in Gia Dinh (Nam Ky).

12. Led by the Lang Son Provincial Committee of the
Indochinese Communist Party.

13, Advocated by the Nam Ky Regional Party
Committee.

14. This mutiny was commanded by Sergeant Nguyen
Van Cung and was neither led by the Party nor supported
by the masses.

15, The Conference was held in Yen Vien and Dinh
Bang (Bac Ninh province).



16, The first platoon of the National Salvation Armgy
formed on February 14, 1941 in Khuoli Noi forest
(Lang Son province! ; the second, on September 15, 1941, in
Khuon Manh forest (Thai Nguyen) and the third, on
February 25, 1944, in Khuoi Lich forest (Tuyen Quang).

17. This was the first time our Party's leader person-
ally presided over a conference of the Party Central
Commitiee held in the territory of our country.

18. At that time, although in these three provinces
preparations for insurrection had already been made, con-
ditions were not yet ripe for a nation-wide insurrection.
Therefore, if the insurrection was launched prematurely,
the French colonialists would be able to concentrate their
fr_\rce" +o suppress it.

. Because of its failure to grasp the general situa-
tion in the country, the local Party Committee launched
the insurrection prematurely and it was fiercely suppressed
by the enemy.

20, The brigade was founded on the personal instruc-
tions of Comrade Ho Chi Minh, with the motto:
“ Political struggle is more important than military action ”,
according to which various forms of armed struggle were
used to prepare for the general insurrectio

21. For example in Ban Yen Nhan (Hung Yen), Bac
Giang, Hoa Binh, Thai Nguyen, Nghia Lo, Son La, Quang
Ngai, Buon Me Thuot, ete.,

22. Owing to favourable topographical conditions
anti-Japanese bases were developed in Bac Ky and Quanff
Ngal (Trung Ky). Besides already mustfng resgistance zones
such as Cao Bac Lang, Thai Nguyen, Tuyen Quang, new
ones were set up like Hien Ijong in Phu Tho, Van Hoi in
Yen Bai (June 1945), Quynh Luu in Ninh Binh = (June
1945), the Fourth Resistance Zone in Dong Trieu and Chi
Linh in Hai Duong (June 1845), Ba To (March 1945) and
Vinh Son, Nui Lon (May 1945), in Quang Ngai. There were
also resistance zones in the plain which rested on firm
popular support, like Kim Son in Kien Thuy district (Kien
An province), Bai Song in Van Lam, Yen My and Yen
Hao districts (Hung Yen province).. 5

was
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It was held in Hiep Hoa (Bac Giang) with the
n of representatives from the Viet Baec and Hoa
hanh resistance zones. This was the first major

military conference of the Party.

24, It aleo includes parts of Bac Giang, Vinh Yen,
Phu Tho and Yen Bai provinces

25, Seeing that conditions were ripe for the general
insurrection, Comrade Ho Chi Minh recommended that a
national conference of the Party be convened on August
13-15, 1945,

96, Prior to the insurrection in Hanoi (August 18,
1945), there had been uprisings to seize power in Tuyen
Quang, Quang Nam, Bac CGiang and Ha Tinh on August

angd 18, 1945,

27. Gangs belonging to the Viet Nam Nationalist Party
and the Viet Nam Revolutionary League with such ring-
leaders as Nguyen Tuong Tam, Vu Hong Khanh, Nguyen
Hai Than.. quickly returned fo the country in the wake
of the Chiang Kai-shek troops and with their help occupied
many places in Viet Tei, Phu Tho, Vinh Yen, Yen Bai, Lao
Kai, Quang Yen, Hon Gai and Mong Cai.

28. There were then in Viet Nam about 300,000 Chiang
Kai-shek, British, Indian, Japanese and French troops. For
a century up to that time, Viet Nam had never been

ccupied by so many foreign a“med forces.

29. Besides plundering our people’s property by every
possible means: forcing our people to supply them with
foodstuffs, and use their currency , they demanded that our
government reserve 80 se in the National Assembly to
the Nationalist Party (V Quoce) and the Revolutionary
League (Viet Cach) and replace Communist ministers with
their henchmen. They schemed to overthrow the revolu-
the North of Indochina into a

tionary power, and furn
“poplony © of the Chiang Kai-shek cligue.

30, According to this treaty, the Americans and
Kai-shek recognized French sovereignty in Indo-

Chiang




china while France yielded some econoemic concessions to
Chiang Kai-shek.

31. Typical was the French colonialists' scheme to
have Viet Quoc and Viet Cach agents throw bombs into a
French military parade scheduled for July 14, 1948. This
would be used by th
provocations as

e French as a pretext for engaging in
1inst the revolutiohary power. But on July
12 the revolutionary power arrested almost all the reae
tionary ringleaders and refused to give permission for the
parade,

32. In 938 Ngo Quyen routed the Southern Han army
by having pointed stakes planted in the bed of the Bach
Dang river against their war boats. This wvictory not only
completely foiled the aggressive scheme of the Southern
Han dynasty but also ushered in an era of lasting independ-
ence for Viet Nam. In 1288 also on this river Ngo Quyen’s
tactic was again applied by Tran Hung Dao in a creative
manner in the resistance against the Yuan army. Within
a single day (April 9 our army annihilated the whole
enemy fleet, contributing to the defeat of the third inva-
sion by the Yuan army and basically destroying the ene-

my’'s aggressive will. This wvictory not only safeguarded
the independence of our country but also foiled the Yuan-
Mongol imperizalists’ attempt to turn our country into a
springboard for attacking other Southeast Asian countries.

33. The great victory over 100,000 Ming troops com-
manded by Lieu Thang at the Chi Lang pass (1427) forced
the enemy to sue for peace and restored our country's
national independence.

34. On January 5 of the lunar vear Ky Dau (1789)
King Quang Trung defeated the Ching aggressors’ troops
in Ngoc Hoi, Dong Da (in the area of present day Hanoi),
winning national independence and reunification.

35, See Vietnamese Studies No 31

36, ~id- it LR i
87. -id- Ne 11
36, ~id- No 23
39. ~icl - Ne 23
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40. The Americans and their puppets concentrated

45,000 troops along Eighway 9, turning it into a spring-
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board to launch Operation
thern Laos. In 60 days and
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See From Khe Sanh to
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the US imperialists

mustere

— 200 B.52s (nearly hall bomber force
of the USA),
— 1,400 tactical
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(mearly cone-third of the fotal

kinds of the %th

— over B0 war wves
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that this time the Americans used
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targets.

42. On Nixon's orders on the Americans

e
B.52 sorties, this massive assault

flew az many

S

being combins abaut swing-
wing airer and from 500 fto fighter
aircraft.

43. See Vietnamese N® 39.
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44, By October 41 countries had recognized
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