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I- LAC FOREIGN MINISTER SENDS LETTER TO ASEAN_COUNTERPARTS

Hanoi, VNA, September 24 - Phoun SipaSeut, Vice Chairman
of the Council of Ministers and Ministér for Foreign Affairs of
Laos has sent the following letter to his counterparts in the
ASEAN countries

"I have the pleasure té'ihférm you on behalf of the Foreign

‘Ministers of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the People's"

Republic of Kampuchea and in my capacity as Foreign Minister of

- the People's Democratic Republic of Laos that an atmosphere of

dialogue and detente has been setting in the relations between our
countries owing to the efforts of the countries in the area and
many peace-loving nations in the world. The proposals for peace put
forward by the Conference of the Lao, Vietnamese and Kampuchean
Foreign Ministers on July 7, 1982 and the withdrawal of a part of
the Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea are welcomed by world opinion.
What is encouraging us is that the ASEAN countries also find these
new elements and express their intention to carry on studying these
proposals. With the desire to boost conciliation and cooperation
between the two groups of countries, I wish to expatiate on the
recent proposals of the three Indochinese countries.

1- China's policy of hegemony is the najor threat to the three
Indochinese countries,:and'at:the same time, the major threat to
peace and stability in South East Asia. The realities of the past
three years have shown that China strives to oppose dialogue and
conciliation between the ASEAN and Indochinese countries. It is
determined to reszortto military means through the Pol Pot clique
to oppose the revival of the Kampuchean people and at the same time,
it is mustering its.troops_ayong the border to put pressure to
bear upon Vietnam, Laos, nﬁrturing the Vietnamese, Laotian and
Kampuchean reactionary elements for interventionist and subversive
activities with a view to overtﬂ*ow1ng the legal governments of
these three countries, It is urglng_other countries to encircle
and isolate them and striving to maintain tension in South - East
Asia. ' E



The presence of Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea is aimed at
countering this threat by China, 4 number of ASEAN countries also
realise that:tﬁe Kampuchean~pr0blem is esséntially one between
-:.China gnd the Indochlnese countrles and not one between the ASEAN
-and: Indochlnese countrles

.Thetthree Indochinese tountries clearly understand the
concern of the ASEAN countries for the withdrawal of all
Vietnamese troops from Kmqnmhea The concern of the three Indo-
chinese .countries is to end China s threat to them. We hold that
- the three Indochlnese and the flve ASEAN countrles should heed
the concern and 1eg1t1mate 1nte1ests of each other. In the past
three years the ASEAN countrles only asked ‘for the unilateral
withdrawal of Vletnamese troops from Kampuchea w1thout respect1ng
the security. interests of the three Indochinese countries. We are

- ready to meet .the concern of the ASEAN countrles for ‘the

withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from menuche? should ‘the
interests of the three Indochlnese countrles in endlng ‘China's
- threat be met The: three Indochlnese countrles ‘have- proposed.to

- China to sign treaties of non aggress1on and non‘intervention .

However ,there has been no_ pos1tive response on the part of
- China so far. ' -

2- The'Thai side:regards the presence of units of the

. . Vietnamese army near the Kampuchean - Thai border as a threat to

-Thailand's security. Meanwhlle’ Kampuchea Vietnam and Laos
.consider the use of theirvterr1tory by China and the Pol Pot
,;cllqae together w1th other reactlonary Khmer forces against the
revival of the Kampuchean people to be a constant threat to the
securlty of Kampuchea and the other Indoohlnese countrles The
-.-of Vietnamese troops in'Kampuchea does not threaten in any way
+Thailand's security . rmnyzltimethe Tha1 side has stated that
there is no need to sign non —aggression treaties between
~‘Thailand .and the three Indochlnese countries since there is no
- danger of aggression by Vletnam against Thailand. On the
contrary, the act1v1t1es of the Pol Pot clique and other Khmer
reactionaries based in Thalland have serlously thredtened
Kampuchea's security, causing a continually explosive situation




on the Thai - Kampuchean border. The recent founding of a
so-called "tripartite coalition government’ is aimed at helping

the Pol Pot clique and other Khmer reactionaries step up activities
against the People's Republic’ of Kampuchea, undermining the revival
of the Kampuchean people, and aggravating the tension on the
Kampuchean - Thai_border,

To maintain and to give it their support the ASEAN countries
can not avoid running further counter to their objective of
"finding a political solution'" as declared by themselves. This
will create a dangerous antecedent for foreign intervention against
independent and sovereign nations and violate the principles of
the U.N. charter and the non- aligned movement. |

A We deem it necessary to heed the security interests of
‘Thailand and at the same time to heed the security interests of

- Kampuchea . To this end; there should be effective measures to check
the use of the territory of One'C6untry against another., Proceeding
from this basic stand, the People’s;RepUblic of Kampuchea proposed
in July 1980 to establish a demilitarized zone along the

Kampuchean - Thai border. But the Thai side did not agree saying
that it cannot withdraw its troops from a part of its own territory.

At the recent conference of the Lao, Kampuchean and Vietnamese
Foreign Ministers, the three Indochinese countries took notice of
Thailand's stand on a demilitarized zone and put forward a new
proposal to set up a safety ZOnéﬁalong the Kampuchean - Thai border.
This proposal meets Thailand's concern that troops of the Thai
' Kingdom should not withdraw from a part of its territory. The new
brOposal only asks for the withdrawal of forces which do not belong
to Thailand or the People's Republic of Kampuchea from the safety
zone. The three Indochinese countrles voice thelr readiness to
discuss and reach aggreement with the Thai side on such concrete
matters as the width of:thvsaﬂﬁy_zono! the scope of Vietnamese
troops withdrawal from the Kampuchean - Thai border as well as the
agreement on the transfer of the ‘ Peipotist and other Khmer
reactionaries and refugee camps from this border. The three Indo-
chinese countries deem it necessary to agree on a form of 1nter-
national supervision of the safety zone .To show thelr goodw111
the People 's Republlc of Kampuchea ‘and Vletnam have of late made




a first step by unilaterally withdrawing some units of Vietnamese
troops from Kampuchea. If the Thai side gives a“positive,reeponse
‘to this goodwill act: the People's Republic“ofiKampuchea and the

' Socialist Republic of Vietnam will withdraw more units of Vietnamese
troops ‘from Kampuchea. . ‘

In case Thailand refuses to establish'the safety'zone‘the
three Indochinese countries are ready to discuss and reach agree-
ment with the Thai side on any measures to strlctly respect the
‘Kampuchean - Thai border as well as any measures 1nclud1ng a form
of international supervision to ensure peace and stab111ty there.

Many a tlme the People s Republlc of Kampuchea has stated
that the agreement on this questlon is not related to the dejure
recognition of each other. The People's Republic of Kampuchea will
not let the question of mutual recognition hlnder the dlscuss1on
and agreement on the safety zone. The. realities of the past 30

‘“.years have shown that the United States and Thailand have 510ned

with Vietnam and China the 1961 - 1962 Geneve»agreement on Laos,
and the United States and Vietnam has signed the Paris_Agreenent
on Vietham in 1873 without subsequent mutual recognition..

3- The ASEAN countries have stood for the conVening’of an

" ‘jnternational conference in the U.N.O framework to settle the
Kampuchean problem. They have unilaterally convened this conference
in disregard of the three Indochinese countries’ protest This is
an imposition from one side. The three Indochinese countrles have
put forward a proposal to convene 2 regional conference between the
two groups of ASEAN and Indochinese .. countrles. Thls has not been
‘'agreed upon by the ASEAN countries and such a regional conference
has not been convened.

The realltles of the paet three years have Shown that an
international conference 1s frultful only when it is agreed on and
attended by the dlrectly related parties. The Internatlonal
Conference. convened by the U.N.O. in July 1981 only ended in an
impasse. With, the goodw111 to flnd an 1ssue for this abnormal
situation, and. taklnﬂ into con81derat10n the ASEAN dountries'
proposal for an 1nternat10na1 conference and the three Indochi-
nese countries. proposal for a reglonal conference the recent
conference of the Vietnamese, Lao and Kampuchean 1“oreif"n Ministers
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put forwards a proposal for an international conference on South
East Asia with the participation of nine countries inside and six
others outside the area. The nine former are the three Indochinese
countries,. the five ASEAN countries and Burma. The six latter are
the Sov1et Unlon the United States China; France, -Britain, and
India. o

This conference will be convened only when'aéieenenf“is'““
reached between the directly related countries, -the ASEAN and the
Indoch1nese countrles on the composition of participants, agemda,
place'and time of the conference. |

Regarding the composition of, participants there may be
disagreement on the countries taklng part partlculanbf' on the
representation of Kampuchea. I thlnk that this matter can be’ dls—
‘cussed’ and 2 formula acceptable to all oan be found. ‘It should not
hinder the convening of the conference. The three Indoohinesef'

" ¢ountries welcome the U.N.O contribution to peace, stability in
South East Asia. But the U.N.O maintenance of the Pol Pot gemocidal
clique has inhibited its positive_role,Conoerning the agendd, ‘there
may be also disagreement I think that the conference canﬁdiSCﬂss
a11 the problems in the region raised by each side on the principle
of conplete equallty For us thele are many ways : an agreed ‘
agenda, and open adcnda o;,‘an agenda with agreed - upon problems
and open problems...

About the place, I think that the conference can meet in a
South East ASIAN country, a neutral country in Asia or Europe,
may be Rangoon, New Delhi, Paris, Stockholm, Vienna... as agreed
upon by the two groups of countries.

As for the time of the conference, I think that the problems
of peace and stability in South - East Asia are most urgent and
need to be settled the souner the better. Therefore I think that it
should be convened in the last three months of this year or early
next year.

4- The realities of the past three years have shown that the
ASEAN and Indochinese countries have a great common interest to
maintain peace, stability and cooperatinn in this region. The dis-
agreements between the two groups of countries can perfectly be
settled through dialogue and negotiations oa the following prin-
ciples
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AQAMutual respect for each other's legitimate interests,

B~ Equality and mutual agreement without any impositiOn
what soever and without interference from outside.

I am very glad that a dialogue has now been established
between the two groups of countries in South East Asia, I hopé
that the two sides will further strive to maintain and promote
the present atmosphere of detente and dialogue at least not to do
anything to deteriorate the situation. I also hope all the
countries outside arez which wish to have peace and stability in
Southeast Asia will do likewise so as to create favourable condi-
tions for the exchange of views with a spirit of understanding and
cooperation, and step by step, to settle all problems in the
relatioﬂs between the two groups of countries and regional issues.
It is also our hope that the U.N.O. will make a positive contri-
bution to the cause of peace and stability in South East Asia.

With this spirit I sincerely hope more uﬁderstanding'fOr
the three Indochinese countries' -proposals. I suggest a meeting
‘to exchange views between the COuntrieslin'this area, or between
representatives of the two groups of countfies during the 37th
Session of the U.N.O General Assembly./. |




II- HUN SEN'S INTERVIEW WITH SPX

Question 1 : The Monsoon season in Kampuchea is going

to end soon, Will you please, give a general assessment of the
current situation in Kampuches ?

Answer : In cohperison with'the Momsym  season in 1981,
the Monsoon season 1n 1982 marked a new step of setback on the
part of the Polpot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan and other Khmer
reactionarles supported by Beijing and Washlngton in their
manoervre of sabotage and fomentlng trouble Along the Kampuchea-
Thai border all thelr land - grabblng raids were _repelled.
Inside Kampuchea, a number of underground army" groups planted
by the enemies have been detected and wiped out by the Kampuchean
bRevolutlonary Armed Forces,

‘ With the security and social order being obviously imprcved
the Kampuchean people are enthusiastlcally boosting their pro--
ductlon Due to better distribution of raln crop is expected to
have a better yleld than that of last year. In spite of difficul-
ties still facing Xampuchea, hunger or starvation no longer poses
any threat to our people. More than ever before, the situation
- in Kampuchea is irreversible.

Question'z : Beijing and Bangkok sald that the V1etnamese
w1thdrawa1 of troops in July was a fake ; not a real withdrawal.
Can you give some comments on this ? o ' '

Answer : When the People's Republié of Kampuchea and the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam made public their decision to tale
a first step by withdrawing part of Vietnamese forces in
Kampuchea in order to show their goodwill, they rejected this
gesture even before the withdrawal did take place. Later, when
we really carried out this withdrawal, they, on the one hand,
distorted the truth in the world public opinion by saying thsat
it was 2 false withdrawal with a view to maintaining the Polnot
clique on the international arena. On the other hand; ‘they st.; ;.
up activities of psychologlca; warfare inside Kampuchea alledriuz
that Vietnam was force by international pressure to pull ou*
its troops from Kampuchea. But ac a matter of fact, to millions



of people throughout the world who have seen motion pictures

of this withdrawal and to the Kampuchean people who have emo-
tionally bid goodbye to their Vietnamese brothers, this with-
drawal was 2 demonstration of the strength of militant solida-
rity between the Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples. The Kampu-
chean Revolutionary Army enthusiastically relieved the Vietnam-
ese fighters imn the task of defending their country handed over
by them. This is the truth that no slanderous allegations can
blur. This partial withdrawal of troops also proved that 2all the
attempts to reverse the situation in Kampuchea have failed. But
Beijing and the Polpot clique are trying to distort the truth
and mislead public opinion to the extent that the Polpot

clique is winning victories. This is designed to keep its seat
at the United Nations

Question 3 : the co-called"'coalition government of
Democratic Kampuchea' has come into existence for nearly 3 months

Will you please make some comments on this ''government" ?

Answer : The realities of the past three months, have
proved that our assessment right from the beginning was correct.
1t is nothing but a mask designed to cover up the repugnant face
of the genocidal Polpot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan clique.
Externally, the Beijing rulers, in collusion with the U.S.
imperialists, made use of this '""Government' to beautify the
sanguinary regime of "Democratic Kampuchea in an attempt to
maintain its seat at the United Nations and other international
forums. Internally, the Polpot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan
executionors make use of it to fool the Kampucheans and to
seduce them into restoring the previous genocidal regime. But
the Kampuchean people who were the victims of the genocidal
crimes, and have experienced over 3 years of 1living under the
regime of the People's Republic of Kampuchea can, in no way,
be fooled by them. Now , there are day after day more and
more people who are disillusioned after being misled into
following the Polpot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan clique and
clearly understanding the policy of leniency of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea, have returned to the new regime and

enjoyed full right of citizenship.




To all these people I deem it necessary to reaffirm again
the policy of the People s Republic of Kampuchea as follows : those
Kampucheans who are still in the ranks of the Polpot - Ieng Sary -
Khieu Samphan,'or coliaborating directly or indirectly with them
in opposing the revival of thewKampuchean people and in serving the
schemes of the Chinese_hegemoniéts, if now leave the ranks of the
Polpot - Ieng Sary - Khieu Samphan clique, cease collaborating with
them, respect the constitution of the People's Republic of Kampuchea,
will be entitled to enjoy their right of citizenship, the right to
and stand for election in the Free General Elections.as stipulated
by the constitution. Foreign observers will be invited to witness
the General Elections in Kampuchea.

PENOM PENH, SEPTEMBER 18, 1982

III- A BALANCE SHEET OF OUR ECONCMIC ACTIVITIES

The Fifth Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam drew
an overall balance-sheet of the activities of the party and the
nation, thé‘economy in particular. It stressed the need to make
a close scrﬁfiny of our economic activities and to draw necessary
lessons threfrom. |

In'implementation of the resolutions adopted at the Congress,
the Party Secretariat issued a directive to the various branches
and echelons asking them to review their economic activities,a
retrospective assessment of party policies concerning socialist
transformation and economic building and of the forms of socio-
economic organization and management. The surveys will help guide
the programmes of action of the Central Committee and prepare for
the next (6th) Congress of the Party.

The work will be done in successive stages from now to the
end of 1982 "the following will be examined :

1/ The re-adjustment of the economy in the fields of produc-
tion and investment for both the infrastructure and consumer goods,
the development of agriculture (emphasis being laid on food produc-
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"tion), manpower redistribution and orqanization of'hew economic
zones, the development .of iniustry (sspec1ally consumer- goods '

1ndustry),€3xport trade and transport and communlcations,

. 2- The 1mp1ementat10n of the resolutlons of the 6th plenum

of the(3entra1(3omm1ttee partlcularlv concernlnc the' intensification

- of production, the improvement of management new plannlng methods

at the grassroots 1eve1 the d1v131on of managerlal work between the
centre and the localities, R '

3- The 1mp1ementatlon of resolution No.26 and directive No.lOO
of theP olitical Bureau -on the circulation and distribution of goods,

4- The 3001allst transformation of agriculture, industry and
commerce in South Vietnam -and the strengthening of economic

relations of production in the North,

5. The strengthening of the district as an administrative

echelon,.

In 1983, other economic problems invol?ing greétef‘diificulties

w111 be examlned and summeo up.

_ This review will be conducted on the basis of the ge eral line
and the economic ‘line of the Party as embodled in the resolutlons

of the Fourth and Fifth Congresses.

Esch branch and each echelon will review the problems under
thelr Jurldlction This ecrutiny will bring out the strengths and
weeknesses of our ‘economic work and will assist in overcomlng the
present’diflcultles,'stablllzlng the 51tuat10n, and pushing forward

our socio-economic activities. .

iV- NEW RULES IN FOREIGN TRADE

In implementation of resolutions taken at the 6th plenum of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Vietnam, the Council
of Ministers issued in 1980 and 1981 decisions No. 40- CP and 200-CP
which authorlzed certain branches, provinces, c1t1es and production
units to engage in Lorelgn trade. poSitive:results have been obtained

but,some_abuses.have been axnntﬁxi ‘‘hence some modifications pro-

P )
ki
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mulgated by decision No. 113-CF taken in July this year by the
Council of Ministers.

As the Vietnamese economy advances from small-scale proﬂﬁdtion
to large-scale socialist production, an extension of the rightto
engage in foreign trade has proved judicious., It makes it possible
to take account of the country's economic potentials and to step up
exports. The principle remains', however, that the socialist state
holds the monopcoly of foreign trade : the central administration
controls foreign trade operations on the planes of both policy and
organization. ' '

The new rules'provide for a division of work between the centre
and the localities.'They contain a list of 25 products whose export
is exclusively reserved for the central administration. these are
major products which represent a high export value. So, whatever their
origins, their export is in the hands of central authorities.' They
are to be delivered to'the latter by the localities according tc’ pre-
fixed quotas. If these quotas are over-fulfilled, the sdrplus is still
to be exported by the central authorities but is credited to the
localities concerned, Only when the central administration rcfuses
to take care of their export will the localities be authorized to do
‘it themselves, after obtaining a permit from the Ministry of Foreign
Trade. Products which are not on the above list can be freely exported
by the localities, which may co- -operate with each other in tho con-
duct of such operations. But 211 attempts to purchase products Irom
another province or city with a view to export are orohlblted without
prior authorization of the People's Committee of that province or

city. All unfair competition to obtain products for export is banned.

The rules also contain a list of banned imports. The import of
some products is either encouraged or discouraged by means of a
system of taxes.

On the organizational plane, state control over foreign trade
is ensured through the exclusive right giﬁen to the Ministry of
Foreign Trade to deliver import and export permits. The permit system
is flexible enough to avoid creating hindrances for the localities,
branches of production units.
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V- LAND DISTRIBUTION:IN NAM BO READJUSTED:

In late 1981 a survey was conducted on land distributiou'in
Nam Bo (Formerly Cochin-China). It covered 60 villages in 13 provinces,
including those growing subsidiary food crops or industrialﬂorops as
well as those growing rice. Some were possessed of large areas of'
fields, others were much less richly endowed with land

. The survey yielded the folloWing results

In 68.25% ~of the households, land per capita is averaged
2,000-3,600 square metres, in 29.32% of the households, it was only
275-658 square metres. This average differed from one province to
another, and within any giVeu province, from one district or even one
village to another. o o

Iu the period since the August Revolution (1245) the number of
H‘landless households nad greatly decreased : at the time of the survey
only 5% of the pecasant households (9.5% if households with occupations
other than farming ure included) had no land. However, members of
24.5% of the households had to hire themselves out because they had

~ not enough land. ' o

Since early 1982, land distribution has been readgusted 1n\
various ways in almost all provinces cf Nam Bo, in the Nekong delta
in particular,. The basic principle is the free oonsent of owners of
toc much land to cede the surplus to other farmers At the same tlme
“there has been a redistribution of manpower, and productlon colletives
have been organized.

Between 1975 and 1981,\there had already been one such read-
justment drive, in which 213,000 hectares of land had been allocated
to peasants with no land or too little land. ThlS drive was resumed
in early 1982 and within six months 39,000 hectares of land have
been redistributed.

VI- CHINA'S OIL CONTRACTS'IN EASTERN TONKIN. GULF PROTESTED

Hanoi - VNA, Sept, 25 - According. to forelgn sources the Chinese
authorities have made contracts with forelgn 011 companles for the
prospection and extraction of oil and gas in the ‘Eastern part of the
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Bac Bo (Tonkin) gulf and will conduct geological surveys
around the Vietnamese Archipelagoes of Hoang Sa and Truong sa.

Vietnam News Agency is authorized to declare the following
"The Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam , basing on
valid historicazl and legal grounds?as many times affirmed its
sovereignty over Hoang Sa and Truong Sa and the entire territo-
rial waters and continental shelf of Vietnam.

Vietnam will firmly defend its sacred sovereignty, and
will not tolerate any encroachment on the resources held in
its territorial waters and continental shelf.

Those foreign companies prospecting for oil in Vietnam's
territorial waters and'continental shelf without rermission
from the Vietnamese Government will have to bear full responsi-
bility for all consequences arising = from their illegal
activities.

VII- ‘VNA REJECTS FABRICATION

Hanoi, VNA Sept, 25 - Radio Beijing yesterday quoted an
allegation by the Ti2 i Supreme C ommand that Vietnamese Armed
Forces in Kampuchea recently killed more than 10C (one hundred)
Khmers at a village in the province of Prey Veng.

Vietnam News Agency is authorized to reject this as 2
mere fabrication designed to serve the Beijing expansionists'
vicious scheme of sowing distrust between the Kampuchean people
and the Vietnamese people and undermining the militant solidarity
and special relations between Vietnam and Kampuchea.

VIII- FOREICGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH HOLDS PRESS
CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK

Hanoi, VNA, October 1 - "Democratic Kampuchea Coalition
is only cheap cosmetic', remarked Foreign Minister Nguyen Co
Thach at a Press Conference he held in New York on September 29.

Answering questions on the irreversibility of the situation
in Kampuchea, he pointed out that "irreversibility means that
Polpot or Polpot with some cosmetics cannot come back to
Kampuchea' .
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Answering a Kyodo_correspondent guestion on the partial
withdrawal of Vietnamese Armed Forces from'Kampuchea, Nguyen Co
Thach said : ' '

"On July 7, when the ‘Indochinese Foreign Ministerial
Conference in Ho Chi Minh City made public the decision on troop
. withdrawal some ASEAN countries rejected our proposals and
‘afterward when we had withdrawn part of our troops, they szid
that the Wlthdrawal was a rotation. .So you can see that fror the
beginning they want to discredit our proposals because thev want
~to..avoid taking the next step, that is, to have no more
sanctuaries for the Polpot . in Thai territory.

"1f the ASEAN countrles are serious in this matter we can
talk and we can agree on the problem of whether it is nossible
to withdraw or not'" He further said.

Replying to the '"New York Times'" question concerning
"a neutralized Cambodia" Nguyen Co Thach said :

" Wé are for the neutralization of all Southeast Asia,
including Kampuchea. We have proposed to the ASEAN countries
the same thing they had put forward in the Kuala Lumpur decla-
ration in 1971. They proposed the neﬁtralization’of Southeast
Asiza and now We have proposed the same thing. But the ASEAN
countrles are not eager to cons1der 1t ¥hy vou only like to
neutralize only Kampuchea and not the whole Southeast Asla ‘s

On the question of Sino-Vietnamese relations raised by the
"Black American' magazine, he said : "our door is always open
and I wish that the other also open its door. I am very '
optimistic™. ' '

Asked about the allegation that Vietnamese Armed Forces
had used toxin chemicals in Xampuchea, he stressed :

" I can officially affirm that there are no such use. It
is a pure fabrication just like the Pentagon papers, just like
the incident of the gulf of Tonkin.
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On relations with the ASEAN countries, Nguyen Co Thach
said :v”there is now an dtmosphere for the dialogue between
Indochina and ASEAN couﬁtfies”. He recalled the contents of the
recent letter of the Lao Foreign Minister to ASEAN.

To a question put by the American correspondent, Gabriel
Alexander, concerning the U.N role in a solution to the Kampuchean
issue, he said : "We appreciate very highly the godd offices of
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar for peace and stability in Southeast
Asia and between China and Vietnam. We welcome his offer and his
contribution to the cause of peace and stability. But we cannot
~accept his role as Secretary General of the U.N. while the Polpot
- still have their seat in this orgahization”.

IX- FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CC THACE'S INTERVIEW WITH N.B.C.

Hanoi, VNA, September 28.5 Foreign Minister Ngqyen Co Thach
‘has clarified certain points in Vietnam's foreign'policy to T V.
viewers in the United States on September 27, 1982,

Asked in an N.RB.C interview in New York yesterday if there
was any relationship at all between EHanoi and Washington'right now,
Nguyen Co Thach said : "I hope it will be better. Now we think we
can make very short steps, gradual steps'.

On the plan to withdraw Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea,
He said : "As you see, our troops in Kampuchea are - to cope with
the danger of invasion from China against the three Indochinese
states, against my country, and of subversion against my country,
Kampuchea and Laos. :

It is the third time that we are there. The first time was
during the war against the French, and we withdrew after the
French had gdne. The second time was during the Nixon war, and
we withdrew after that. Now we will withdraw when the danger from
China is removed".

Néuyen Co Thach added : "We are withdrawing‘part’of our
forces from Kampuchea, and we will withdraw more if the other side
Thailand nvstops providing the Polpot cliaue with sanctuaries in
Thailand for use against Kampuchea'. |




Asked about the search for remaining MIAS, Nguyen Co Thach
said : "We have done our best for many years to investigate and
to give the American government new.information and return to it
remains of MIAS. And we have not asked any thing -in return from
the United States, because this is a humanitarian issue".

Asked whether the offspring of Americdn servicemen in
Vietnam will be allowed to be adoptéd by American parents, Nguyen
Co Thach said : "Yes, because this is another humanitarian issue.
We would like to see them cared for by their fathers, because it
is normal.

These children are unhappy because they are fatherless. So
if any Americans wish to have them we are ready to let them go'".

Nguyen Co Thach rejected 2n allegatioh of U.S. Defence
Secretary, Caspar Weinberger, that "there have been as many as
half a million Vietnamese operating as slave labour on the
pipeline'. He said : '"Why slave lapour ? our workers there ére
paid as much as Soviet work:rs, and are prcotected by agreerents
reached between the two governments. They are not discriminated
against as in the case of foreign workers in Western Europe. As
for the workers themselves, it is something like 2 privilege to

go to the Soviet Unicn, because they are paid in foreign currency'.

X- COALITIOW GCVERNWMENT OF KAMPUCHEA "DOES NOT EXIST"

‘Fblléwing is a2 news despatch from A.P dated September 27,
1982 and was also published on ‘the Mamichi Shimbun on thé same
date.

Tokyo - The anti-Vietnamese coalition' government in
Kampuchea is "illusory" and exists only on paper, a Japanese
journalist who recehtly visited rebel strongholds inside the
Kampuchean border has reported. '

Mamichi Shimbun correspondent, Isao bgiso, said to be the
first Western journalist to visit the 'ecapital” of the coalition
government, reported in an article appearing in Mainichi:Daily
News'yesterdﬁy'thaf”there was no communication among forces
backing Norodom Sihanouk, Son' Sann ané Polpot.
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"The coalition government is nowhere to be seen. It only
exists on paper. To say it exists is illusory", he said.

Ogiso quoted the Deputy Chairman of Sihanouk's Adminis-
trative Council as saying : '""there isn't any such thing as an
anti-Vietnamese coalition government. We are acting independently.
The only thing we have for the Polpotians (Khmer Rouge Forces)
is antipathy and hatred".

The Chairman of the Administrative Council in Son Sann's
base camp, about an hour's drive from that of Sihanouk's jungle
stronghold, said "The only instructions we get here are from
Son Sann'", Ogiso reported
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