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25 April, 1984

“PRESS RELEAuE

MEMORANDUM ON- THAILAND'S COLLUSION WITF |
POL POT AND ACCOMFLICES

Eanoi, VNA Apr11 21 .= The.Foreign ‘Ministry of”theJPeople s
Repub11C~oi Kampuchea has denounced Thailand for -using its territory
as "sanctuary” f6r the Pol Pot remnants to oppose the Kampuchean
people repdrts&the Kampuchean'News Agency SPK. /In. a memorandum ... .
issued on Aprll 19, the Minisfry sajd : "Pr two months now
remnants of Pol Pot's forces from "sanctuaries" on Thai territory,
assisted by Thai forces, have many times intruded into border areas
of the People's Republic 01 Kampuchean commlttlnp utter atrocities.
The armed forces of the :eople s Republlc of Kampuchea with the
assistance of Vietnamese arny volunteers and 100«1 populations, have
meted out fitting punlshment to the enemy at many places. The autho-
rities in Thailand, in an effort to divert the attention of the
world public from this reality, have wounted a slander campaign,
charging the Vietnarese volunteer army with "attacks on refugee camps' .
‘The memorandum says !

."Fellowing the Kampucheaﬁrﬁeeﬁie's Victery’on Janudry 7, 1979
in overthrowing the genoc1dal regime of Pol Pot the Thai authoritiec
took advantage of the problem of refugees to receive Pol Pot remnants
-on Thai soil,. harbourlng them, enabling them to recoup for long-terr

~-cpposition %o, Kampuchea... Most of the refugee camps have: been turned
into bases for Pclpotist remnants and their ‘associates. Evidence of
the existance cf barracks, comwand posts and arms caches inside these
‘camps for Pol Pot remnants and their assoc1ates has been given by
many U.N, officials and by journalists from different countries.
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At many camps thelr troop strength runs into the thousands i

and they exert complete control con every aspect of- life there.

The fact is that as early as 1980, a task force codenamed

"task force 80" was formed by the Thai authorities to take

direct control cof refugee camps and to assist Pol Pct remrnants and
their associates in supplies, conscription and training (sud-est
Asie, December 1980).-1It should be ncted that "task force 0"

is directly attached tc the suprere cpmmand of the Thai armecd
forces. Thus, refugee camps on Thai soil clese te Karpuchea's
border have been furned inte "sancruarles” for Pol Pct remnants .and
their asscciates. For many years now these forces have used these
"sanctuaries" as staging bases for incursicns into the territory,
of the People's Republic of KaMﬁuchea More serious still is that
berbings, shellings and 1nfantry attacks by Thailand were “announced
by Thai armed forces Supreme Commander Arthit Kamleng=Ek himself

in tHe last cdays of March. An official of the Thai Foreign . . ,
Ministry even openly declared that Thailand was within her right,
to do so (Bangkok Post, Aprii 5,). This was a new escalation in .
the Thal authorltles hostile policy regarding the Peonle's Republic
of Kampuchea. : : ot ' '

The use of ‘Kampuchean refuyee camrs as "sanctuarles ' for
Pol Pot remnants and their ass001ates hqs in practice formed a
‘military line along the whcole border, rosing a permanent threat
tc the .People's. Republic cf Kampuchea, This is the cause’ of the
.explosive situation alcng the Thai- Kampuchean boraer At its peak,
this military line cons1sted of 21 camps w1th:a total of 140 000

A,(..

. refupees,

The Thai authorities have been moving these refuyée’ camrs
to and fro according tc seasons with the alm cf backing intrusions
into Kampuchea by Pcl Fot remnants and their associates, Every
year when comes the wet seascn, they help the Pcl Pct move these
camps deep into Kampuchean terr;torles to shield hostile acts
against Kampuchea, comes the dry season and they will open the
‘border .to allow Polpotists to flee back into Thgllapd together with
these . camps. o o o ‘
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The Thai authorities divert humanltarlan ald from Kampuchean
.refugees to Pol Pot remnants and line thelr rockets by suprlylng
arns to. the latter. As early as 1979 it was p01nted out by AF.P
that most of the re11ef yoods had been transnorted across the
‘Thai boxder to areas controlled by,Pol Potlsts and Khmer Serei
forces. The French paper "Liberation" on March 25, 1980, reporting
on the distribution of relief at camp chlmun said thetfaccording
to figures released by the Internatlonal Pea Cross only lé'her
.cent of the humanitarian aid allcted to th1c camp really reached
the hands of refugees... ‘

. Tc-disguise arms and food supplies to Pol Fot remnants it
' s agreed between Beljlnf and Bangkck that' Chinesé arms supplies
;“ould be packed as c1v1lian goods for refugees and would be -
-transported by Chinesc rerchant ships to the commercial harbour in
Bangkck from where they would be roved by Thai armed forces to
Pol Pct remnqnts in refupee carps. The monthly volune was:set
up 51x receptlon points on rcads, at harbcurs and airfields, It
has alsc built new rcads and helicopter pads close to the:Thai-
Kampuchean bcrder and built .pany nore l(clstlc bases 1nc1ud1nf
staticn 1002 in peak petun and staticn 1003 1n Danﬁac which consists
of big depots and a system cf hundreds of ‘ware’ houses west of
Tasanh, four kllometres 1n81de Th ailand.’ InternatlonQI law strictly
rrohibdits the use of refuyces. Ir January ana February 1983 alocne

Thailand delivered tc Pcl Pct remnants 16 471 cases of weapons anc
munitions from China.- These included AK-47 assault- piflas and other

1n£cntry gans, land mines, hand grenades mortar ammun1t1on of the
120mm: and other calibres, and other kinds of munitions.

For political ends and contrary to 'Humanitarian purposes, the
1951 ccnvention on the status of refugees provides for guarantees
cf security anc against abuses on the part-of ccuntries of residence,
‘even cof temporary residence. Internatlonal law 21sc strictly prohi-

.bits the use of refugees, elther by hersuatlon or by coerc1on in

.- mikitary or polltlcal act1v1t1es. The f%ct however is that in

recent months as well as in all the five years since 1979 Kamruchean
refugees living in camps alonp the Thai- Kampuchean bcrder have
repeatedly been used as an instrument to further w111tﬁry and

polrtlcal designs: by the ruling circles in Beijjing anc Bangkck.

It is prohlblted by the‘l907 The Ha”ue Conventlcn the 1949

Geneva Convention and the 1977 complementary Protocol to set up
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‘refugee camps near scenes of host111t1es and the use of such

camps for purposes contrary to the status of refugees. The Kanila
Conference in Jan. 1981 alsc strlctly prchibits the use of"
refugees 1n act1v1t1es agalnst other countries including the
countrles of orlrln and denmands that refugees be moved' far frorm
the borders of their countries of origin. Put Theiland has run
counter tc all these provisions of . international legal dccuments
by using refupee camps "sanccuarles" for Pcl Pot remnants, by
setting up legistic and tralniny fac111t1es inside such camps,

anc by building refugee camps alonr the Thai-Kampuchean berder intc
a military line tc threaten the People s Pepublic of Kampuchea.
Moreover, by causing the ”seesonal excduses' and staglnr what they
call "voluntary repatriations"” the Thai authorities over the past
five years have rany tires moved refugece camps cr pushcd refurees
clcse to or 1nto .areas where flrhtlny was taking place, thus
causing many people, first of all wcmen and children, "to be killed
or wocunded, these acts are utterly irhuman they are flouting tc
international law.

./-

- The Pecrle's Republic cof Kampuchea w1sh1np to see the ear.y
return cf thcse citizens who have been forced tc leave their
horeland, again calls upon Thailand to ‘enter into nerctiations,
under any forms and at any places, directly or through a third
_party, including reetings between the Kampuchean and Thai Red
Cross -erganizaticns, sO thut a’ mutually agreeable humanltarlan
solutian ray be found at an early date to the probler of refurees
The People's Republic of Kampuchea rclterates that negotiations
between the two parties, either direct or through a third party
would absolutely nct be construed as 2 recongnition, either cde
jure or de facto ...

Pendlng a satlsfactory solution to ensure the repatriation
of hampucheans the safety of Kampuchean refufees and the strict
observance of the status of these refuyees as recognized by inter-

_natlonal 1aw the P R K governwent pgcposes that the Thai
government

1- Move refugee canips far away from the Thai-Kampuchean N
border where sabotage act1v1t1es by Pcl Pct remnants and other

i

Khmer reactlonarles are dally occurences.



2- Restrain from using Kampuchean refugee camps on Thai terri-
tory as "sanctuaries'" for Pcl Fot rennants and other Khrer reacticn-

naries to uncerrine the reraissance of the Kampuchean reorle .

3- Stor staging "veoluntary repatriation' which, in fact,
are the herding of refugees in mass back to Kampuchea to act as
bullet shielcds fcr Pocl Pot remnants and cother Khmer reactionaries,

anc

4- See to it that Kampuchean fefurees can live safely in

their canmps or joir third countries if and when they are accerted,

The P.R.K. government reaffirms that while resclutely punish-

~ing Fol Pot rernants- in their intrusicns mrade with the assistance

cf Thai armed-forces, the arrmed forces of Karpuchea have always
acted with self-restraint and scrupulously respected-Thailand's
sovereignty and territorial integrity,

The P.E.K. government cdemancs that the Thai government,
in return, respect Karpruchea's scvereignty and territorial integ-
rity and act with respcnsibility regarding the safety of civilians.
If they continué tc take advantagre of the refugee probler to
further inhuman ends anc¢ to serve China's expansicnist and herenon-
istic policy against the Pecorle's Republic of Karpuchea, the Thai
authorities will cnly increase their involvement in the crimrinal
ccurse against the Kampuchean peorle and will thus cause the situa-
tiog along the Thai-Kampuchean berder-to.become more -explosive, to

an uncoentrcl - lable point, an¢ they will have to acccunt for a11“~\&w\\

the conseguences ¢f their acts.
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