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PREFACE 

Fundamental Problems of Marxism w a s b r o u g h t o u t b y 
G . P l e k h a n o v i n 1908. T o g e t h e r w i t h h i s w o r k s 7he Develop­
ment of the Monist View of History, Essays on the History 
of Materialism, a n d o t h e r w r i t i n g s , Fundamental Problems 
of Marxism i s t h e finest " e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f 
M a r x i s m " . I n t e r m s o f t i m e , i t w a s P l e k h a n o v ' s l a s t m a j o r 
w o r k d e a l i n g s y s t e m a t i c a l l y w i t h t h e p h i l o s o p h i c o - h i s t o r i c a l 
a s p e c t o f M a r x i s m . I t w a s w r i t t e n f o r t h e s y m p o s i u m The 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Death of Karl Marx, b u t 
P l e k h a n o v r e f u s e d t o h a v e i t p u b l i s h e d t h e r e , s i n c e h e d i d n o t 
w i s h t o a p p e a r i n p r i n t t o g e t h e r w i t h P . Y u s h k e v i c h a n d o t h e r 
r e v i s i o n i s t s , w h o s e v i e w s h e v e r y p r o p e r l y c o n s i d e r e d i n ­
c o m p a t i b l e w i t h M a r x i s m . 

* S ! -

G e o r g i V a l e n t i n o v i c h P l e k h a n o v w a s a n o u t s t a n d i n g d i s ­
c i p l e a n d f o l l o w e r o f K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , t h e 
f o u n d e r s o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m . F o r l o n g y e a r s h e c o n d u c t e d 
f r u i t f u l a c t i v i t i e s i n s p r e a d i n g a n d s u b s t a n t i a t i n g M a r x i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r y , w i n n i n g w i d e s p r e a d r e c o g n i t i o n i n 
R u s s i a a n d e l s e w h e r e a s a l e a d i n g p r o p a g a n d i s t o f M a r x i s m 
a n d a n a u t h o r i t y o n t h e s o c i a l i s t m o v e m e n t . 

T h e first M a r x i s t i n R u s s i a , P l e k h a n o v w a s t h e a u t h o r o f 
a n u m b e r o f o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k s o n p h i l o s o p h y , l i t e r a t u r e , a r t , 
a t h e i s m , a n d t h e h i s t o r y o f s o c i a l t h e o r i e s a n d s o c i a l t h o u g h t . 
I n t h e t w e n t y y e a r s b e t w e e n 1883 a n d 1903, w h e n h e j o i n e d 
t h e M e n s h e v i k s , h e " w r o t e a l a r g e n u m b e r o f s p l e n d i d e s s a y s , 
e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e a g a i n s t t h e o p p o r t u n i s t s , M a c h i s t s a n d 
N a r o d n i k s " . - " ' 

F o l l o w i n g t h e y e a r 1903 P l e k h a n o v v e e r e d t o w a r d s t h e 
R i g h t , w e n t o v e r t o a M e n s h e v i k s t a n d , a n d b e c a m e t h e t h e o ­
r i s t o f t h e R u s s i a n b r a n d o f o p p o r t u n i s m . 

H i s p o l i t i c a l d e f e c t i o n w a s t h e r e s u l t o f h i s f a i l u r e t o 

See V. I . Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 20, p. 358. 



u n d e r s t a n d t h e e s s e n c e o f t h e n e w e p o c h o f i m p e r i a l i s m a n d 
h i s i n a b i l i t y t o c r e a t i v e l y a p p l y M a r x i s m i n t h e n e w c o n d i ­
t i o n s o f p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . A n o t h e r r e a s o n w a s h i s l o n g 
r e s i d e n c e a b r o a d , t h e c o n s e q u e n t i s o l a t i o n f r o m t h e R u s s i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t l e a d i n g t o h i s a b s o r b i n g n o t o n l y 
t h e p o s i t i v e e x p e r i e n c e o f W e s t e r n S o c i a l - D e m o c r a c y ' s r e v ­
o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e , b u t a l s o t h e v i c e s o f t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e 
S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l , w i t h w h o m h e w a s c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d . 
A l l t h e s e f a c t o r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o P l e k h a n o v ' s i n c o n s i s t e n c y , 
a n d w e r e t h e s o u r c e o f h i s e r r o r s , a n d h i s d e p a r t u r e f r o m 
M a r x i s m i n s u c h q u e s t i o n s a s t h o s e o f t h e m o t i v e f o r c e s a n d 
t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n , t h e a l l i a n c e b e ­
t w e e n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d t h e p e a s a n t r y , t h e h e g e m o n y o f 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , t h e S t a t e , a n d s o o n . T h e s a m e c a u s e s l e d t o 
h i s n o n - a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e G r e a t O c t o b e r S o c i a l i s t R e v o l u t i o n ; 
h e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t b a c k w a r d R u s s i a l a c k e d t h e c u l t u r a l 
" l e v e l " r e q u i r e d f o r s o c i a l i s m , a n d t h a t t h e p r o l e t a r i a t c o u l d 
h a r d l y r e l y o n b a c k i n g f r o m t h e p e a s a n t s . T h e e r r o n e o u s n e s s 
o f h i s v i e w s w a s t o b e r e v e a l e d b y t h e c o u r s e o f h i s t o r y . 

T h o u g h h e h e l d a M e n s h e v i k s t a n d o n t h e b a s i c i s s u e s 
o f t h e p o l i t i c s a n d t a c t i c s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , P l e k h a n o v 
n e v e r t h e l e s s w a g e d a r e s o l u t e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t a l l p o s s i b l e 
b o u r g e o i s - i d e a l i s t i c c o n c e p t i o n s i n p h i l o s o p h y a n d s o c i o l o g y , 
a n d c a m e o u t i n d e f e n c e o f t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l f o u n d a t i o n s o f 
M a r x i s m . A f t e r t h e d e f e a t o f t h e 1 9 0 5 R e v o l u t i o n i n R u s s i a , 
a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e y e a r s b e t w e e n 1 9 0 8 a n d 1 9 1 2 , a n e w 
s h a r p n e s s c a m e i n t o t h e s t r u g g l e w a g e d b y M a r x i s m , i n t h e 
field o f s c i e n c e a n d p h i l o s o p h y , a g a i n s t b o u r g e o i s i d e o l o g y , 
M a c h i s m , a n d v u l g a r i s a t i o n o f M a r x i s m . T h e a n t i - M a r x i s t s 
w e r e o u t t o r e v i s e a n d " a n n i h i l a t e " t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f M a r x ­
i s m , s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m , a n d t h e e c o n o m i c t h e o r y o f M a r x . 
T h e s e a t t e m p t s t o r e v i s e M a r x i s m b y m e a n s o f i d e a l i s t i c a n d 
v u l g a r - m a t e r i a l i s t d i s t o r t i o n s w e r e r e f e r r e d t o b y L e n i n , a n d 
c a m e i n f o r a t t e n t i o n f r o m P l e k h a n o v . T h e l a t t e r w a s t h e 
o n l y l e a d e r o f t h e S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l t o d e f e n d t h e p h i l o s ­
o p h y o f M a r x i s m , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n h i s Fundamental Problems 
of Marxism, Materialismus Militans, Utopian Socialism of 
the Nineteenth Century, a n d a n u m b e r o f o t h e r w r i t i n g s o n 
p h i l o s o p h y . I n t h e s e , h e c r i t i c i s e d M a c h i s m a n d t h e R u s s i a n 
a d h e r e n t s o f M a c h , a s w e l l a s o t h e r b r a n d s o f i d e a l i s t s ; h e 
u n m a s k e d t h e S h u l y a t i k o v t y p e o f v u l g a r i s e r s o f M a r x i s m , 
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d e f e n d e d t h e m a t e r i a l i s t a n d l i b e r t a r i a n t r a d i t i o n s o f R u s s i a n 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h o u g h t a g a i n s t a t t a c k s o n t h e p a r t o f t h e Vekhi 
g r o u p a n d t h e " R e l i g i o u s S e e k e r s " , a n d u p h e l d m a t e r i a l i s m 
i n l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t . L e n i n h a d a h i g h o p i n i o n o f P l e k h a n o v ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s , d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s , i n t h e s p h e r e o f t h e o r y . 

* 

T h e p r o p o s i t i o n f r o m w h i c h Fundamental Problems of 
Marxism p r o c e e d s a n d i s c o n s i s t e n t l y m a i n t a i n e d a n d s u p e r b ­
l y d e f e n d e d , i s t h a t M a r x i s m i s a n i n t e g r a l w o r l d - o u t l o o k , 
s i n g l e a n d i n d i v i s i b l e . V a r i o u s i d e o l o g i s t s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 
h a v e t r i e d t o " s u p p l e m e n t " M a r x i s m , n o w w i t h K a n t i a n 
p h i l o s o p h y , n o w w i t h t h a t o f M a c h o r o t h e r r e a c t i o n a r y 
s y s t e m s o f p h i l o s o p h y . P l e k h a n o v r e m a r k e d i r o n i c a l l y t h a t 
M a r x c a n b e s u p p l e m e n t e d e v e n w i t h T h o m a s A q u i n a s , a n d 
t h a t t h e C a t h o l i c w o r l d m a y a t s o m e t i m e p r o d u c e a " t h i n k ­
e r " t o p e r f o r m t h i s " f e a t i n t h e s p h e r e o f t h e o r y " . P l e k h a n o v 
w a s i n d e e d l o o k i n g i n t o t h e f u t u r e , f o r t h e o b s c u r a n t i s t n e o -
T h o m i s t s o f t o d a y a r e d o i n g a l l t h e y c a n t o " s u p p l e m e n t " 
a n d " b l e n d " M a r x w i t h t h e r e a c t i o n a r y p h i l o s o p h y o f T h o m a s 
A q u i n a s , t o find s o m e k i n d o f d e n o m i n a t o r c o m m o n t o t h e m , 
a n d t o a d a p t M a r x i s m t o m y s t i c a l t h e o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s . 

P l e k h a n o v t u r n e d t o L u d w i g F e u e r b a c h , t h e i m m e d i a t e 
p r e c u r s o r o f M a r x i s m i n t h e field o f p h i l o s o p h y , a n d s h o w e d 
t h a t F e u e r b a c h ' s m a t e r i a l i s t s o l u t i o n t o t h e b a s i c p r o b l e m i n 
p h i l o s o p h y w a s a c c e p t e d b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s , a n d " b e c a m e 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y " . L i k e F e u e r b a c h , M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s r e c o g n i s e d t h e u n i t y , b u t n o t i d e n t i t y , o f t h i n k i n g 
a n d b e i n g , o f t h e s u b j e c t a n d t h e o b j e c t . T h e M a r x i s t t h e o r y 
o f c o g n i t i o n , l i k e t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h , i s m a t e r i a l i s t . 

M a r x a n d E n g e l s w e r e c o n s c i o u s m a t e r i a l i s t s , P l e k h a n o v 
w r o t e , t h e r e b y e m p h a s i s i n g t h e g r o u n d l e s s n e s s o f a l l " r e a ­
s o n s " b r o u g h t f o r w a r d t o s h o w t h e n e e d t o s u p p l e m e n t M a r x ­
i s m w i t h a l e a v e n i n g o f i d e a l i s m . P l e k h a n o v ' s c h i e f c o n c e r n 
w a s t o f o l l o w u p t h e k i n s h i p o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s ' s m a t e r i a l ­
i s t v i e w s w i t h t h o s e o f F e u e r b a c h , S p i n o z a a n d o t h e r m a t e r i a l ­
i s t s o f t h e p a s t . W h e n h e c a l l e d M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l i s m a k i n d 
o f S p i n o z i s m , o r e q u a t e d t h e m a t e r i a l i s m o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s 
w i t h t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h ( s e e p p . 1 4 - 1 5 a n d 1 9 - 2 4 i n t h i s b o o k ) , 
P l e k h a n o v w a s o f f t h e m a r k , t h o u g h i t w o u l d n o t b e q u i t e 
l i g h t t o r e g a r d t h i s a s a n e q u a t i n g o f M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l i s m w i t h 
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t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f S p i n o z a o r F e u e r b a c h . C o n s i d e r a b l e s p a c e 
i n F u n d a m e n t a l P r o b l e m s of M a r x i s m i s g i v e n t o a n a n a l y s i s 
o f M a r x ' s 7heses o n F e u e r b a c h , t h i s a n a l y s i s b e i n g u s e d b y 
P l e k h a n o v f o r w h a t i s o n t h e w h o l e a c l o s e l y r e a s o n e d e x p o ­
s i t i o n o f M a r x ' s c r i t i c i s m o f t h e l i m i t e d n e s s o f F e u e r b a c h ' s 
c o n t e m p l a t i v e m a t e r i a l i s m . F l e k h a n o v ' s p u r p o s e i s t o t r a c e 
t h a t w h i c h i n M a r x " w a s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e w o r l d -
o u t l o o k o f F e u e r b a c h " . I t i s f r o m t h i s s t a n d p o i n t t h a t t h e 
v i e w s o f M a r x a n d F e u e r b a c h a r e c o m p a r e d i n t h i s b o o k . 
P l e k h a n o v p o i n t s o u t t h a t M a r x b r o u g h t a n e w e l e r n e n t i n t o 
F e u e r b a c h ' s c o n c e p t o f t h e i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n o b j e c t a n d 
s u b j e c t : w i t h M a r x t h e s u b j e c t i s a b e i n g t h a t a c t s , a n d n o t 
m e r e l y c o n t e m p l a t e s N a t u r e . H o w e v e r P l e k h a n o v i s i n s e r i o u s 
e r r o r i n h i s a n a l y s i s o f M a r x ' s t h e o r y o f c o g n i t i o n , w h o s e 
d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e i s a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e p r o c e s s o f c o g n i ­
t i o n i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h p r a c t i c e , w i t h t h e c o n c r e t e s o c i o -
h i s t o r i c a l a c t i v i t i e s o f p e o p l e e n g a g e d i n p r o d u c t i o n . T h e r e i n 
l i e s t h e p r i m a r y d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e M a r x i s t a n d t h e 
F e u e r b a c h i a n t h e o r i e s o f k n o w l e d g e , b u t P l e k h a n o v s p e a k s 
m e r e l y o f t h e " m a s t e r l y c o r r e c t i o n " m a d e b y M a r x t o F e u e r ­
b a c h ' s e p i s t e m o l o g y , a n d f a i l s t o e m p h a s i s e t h a t i t w a s M a r x 
w h o b r o u g h t i n t o t h e t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e , a s i t s s o u r c e a n d 
f o u n d a t i o n , a d i a l e c t i c a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f s o c i a l m a n ' s r e v ­
o l u t i o n a r y a n d c r i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s , a n d s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l p r a c t i c e . 

P l e k h a n o v s e e s t h e i m p o r t a n t s h o r t c o m i n g i n F e u e r b a c h ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y — t h e l a t t e r ' s i g n o r i n g o f d i a l e c t i c s a n d h i s i d e a l ­
i s t i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f h i s t o r y . P l e k h a n o v r e g a r d s M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s ' s d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c o r r e c t m e t h o d o f c o g n i t i o n o f 
t h e w o r l d a s a s i g n a l a c h i e v e m e n t . H e g e l ' s i d e a l i s t i c d i a l e c ­
t i c s " w a s p l a c e d b y M a r x o n a m a t e r i a l i s t i c f o u n d a t i o n " , 
t h i s b e i n g t h e f u n d a m e n t a l d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n M a r x ' s d i a ­
l e c t i c a n d t h a t o f H e g e l . P l e k h a n o v a l s o s h o w s t h e d i f f e r e n c e 
b e t w e e n M a r x i s t d i a l e c t i c a s a t h e o r y o f d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d 
t h e v u l g a r " t h e o r y o f e v o l u t i o n " , o f g r a d u a l s t a g e s , w h i c h 
d e n i e s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n s i t i o n s a n d l e a p s i n N a t u r e a n d 
h i s t o r y . H e c i t e s H e r z e n ' s w o r d s t h a t d i a l e c t i c i s " t h e g e n u i n e 
a l g e b r a o f r e v o l u t i o n W i t h H e g e l , h o w e v e r , t h i s a l g e b r a 
r e m a i n e d e n t i r e l y u n a p p l i e d t o t h e b u r n i n g p r o b l e m s o f p r a c ­
t i c a l l i f e . . . i t i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t w i t h M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l i s t 
p h i l o s o p h y , i n w h i c h r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' a l g e b r a ' m a n i f e s t s i t s e l f 
w i t h a l l t h e i r r e s i s t i b l e f o r c e o f i t s d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d " . 
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P l e k h a n o v q u o t e s a n u m b e r o f M a r x ' s w e l l - k n o w n s t a t e m e n t s 
o n m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c i n o r d e r t o e m p h a s i s e t h e i m p o r t a n c e 
o f t h e l a t t e r a s t h e m o s t t r u s t w o r t h y w e a p o n i n t h e t h e o r e t ­
i c a l a n d p r a c t i c a l s t r u g g l e . " H e r e w e h a v e b e f o r e u s , " P l e k h a ­
n o v w r i t e s , " a g e n u i n e ' a l g e b r a ' — a n d p u r e l y m a t e r i a l i s t a t 
t h a t — ' o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t ' . . . w h i c h w i l l l e a d t o t h e d o w n ­
f a l l o f t h e o l d m o d e o f p r o d u c t i o n , o r , a s M a r x e x p r e s s e s i t , o f 
t h e o l d s o c i a l o r d e r , a n d t o i t s r e p l a c e m e n t b y a n e w m o d e . " 

I n t h e f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n s o f t h e b o o k , P l e k h a n o v s h o w s 
t h e r e a d e r t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t s o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f h i s t o r y , a n d i n t h e first p l a c e t h e c a u s e s o f 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i a l l i f e , w h i c h c a u s e s h e s e e s i n t h e 
g r o w t h o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d i n t h e c h a n g e s t h e y b r i n g 
a b o u t i n p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s . A t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e a u t h o r i s 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e p a r t p l a y e d b y g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t i n 
s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , s e e i n g i n t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t a n i n d i s ­
p e n s a b l e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e l i f e o f s o c i e t y . H e v e r y p r o p e r l y 
t a k e s a c c o u n t o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s o n t h e 
s o c i a l p r o c e s s , i n w h i c h c o n n e c t i o n h e s p e a k s o f t h e i n d i r e c t 
i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d b y c l i m a t e , a n d s h o w s i n d e t a i l t h a t " t h e 
i n f l u e n c e o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t o n s o c i a l m a n i s a 
v a r i a b l e m a g n i t u d e " , w h i c h c h a n g e s w i t h e a c h n e w s t e p i n 
h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t , t o g e t h e r w i t h m a n ' s g r e a t e r p o w e r 
o v e r N a t u r e . A t t h e s a m e t i m e P l e k h a n o v i s p r o n e t o e x a g ­
g e r a t e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t , c o n s i d e r ­
i n g , a s h e d o e s , t h a t " t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i ­
r o n m e n t d e t e r m i n e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s " T h i s l e d h i m t o u n d e r r a t e t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e 
s t a t e o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s h a s i t s o w n s o u r c e s o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , a n d i s l i n k e d u p w i t h t h e h i s t o r y o f s o c i e t y , s o t h a t i t 
i s m i s t a k e n t o s e e t h e s e s o u r c e s o n l y i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 

M a r x i s m t e a c h e s t h a t a k n o w l e d g e o f t h e e c o n o m y i s n o t 
e n o u g h f o r a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e h i s t o r y o f s o c i e t y ; 
i d e o l o g y a n d s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s t o o m u s t b e s t u d i e d . T o 
m a k e t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n c l e a r e r t o t h e r e a d e r , P l e k h a n o v 
p r o v i d e s h i m w i t h a s c h e m e o f h u m a n s o c i e t y , o f s o c i a l b e i n g 
a n d s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s , s u m m e d u p i n a five-point f o r m u l a 
( s e e p . 7 0 ) . 

T h i s f o r m u l a g r a p h i c a l l y s h o w s t h e p l a c e o f a l l " f o r m s " 
o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d e s p e c i a l l y t h e d e p e n d e n c e o f 
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s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o n s o c i a l b e i n g . Y e t i t h a s t h e d e f e c t o f 
b e i n g s k e t c h y , a n d , w h a t i s m o r e i m p o r t a n t , i t d o e s n o t r e v e a l 
f u l l y e n o u g h t h e i n h e r e n t l i n k s b e t w e e n a n y s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
s t r u c t u r e a n d i d e o l o g y . 

O f g r e a t v a l u e i s P l e k h a n o v ' s d e c i s i v e r e j e c t i o n o f t h e 
a c c u s a t i o n l e v e l l e d b y B e r n s t e i n a n d o t h e r r e v i s i o n i s t s t h a t 
M a r x i s m i s " o n e - s i d e d " a n d i m b u e d w i t h " e c o n o m i c " m a t e ­
r i a l i s m . H e a t t a c k s a n y v u l g a r i s a t i o n o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g o f h i s t o r y , a n d a n y t e n d e n c y t o e x p l a i n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f i d e a s as t h e d i r e c t o u t c o m e o f e c o n o m i c i n f l u e n c e . H e 
s h o w s i n d e t a i l t h a t M a r x a n d E n g e l s w e r e f a r f r o m i g n o r ­
i n g t h e r o l e o f t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e , o f t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d i d e o l o g ­
i c a l f a c t o r s o f s o c i a l l i f e , a n d t h e l a t t e r ' s i n f l u e n c e o n t h e 
b a s i s . M a r x s a y s t h a t a n y s o c i a l m o v e m e n t i s e x p l a i n e d b y 
t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i e t y , b u t o n l y i n t h e final 
a n a l y s i s , t h a t i s t o s a y , i t p r e s u p p o s e s t h e i n t e r m e d i a t e e f f e c t 
o f a n u m b e r o f o t h e r s u p e r s t r u c t u r a l f a c t o r s . 

P r o m i n e n t i n t h e b o o k i s P l e k h a n o v ' s d e f e n c e , a g a i n s t a n y 
d i s t o r t i o n , o f M a r x ' s t e n e t r e g a r d i n g t h e a c t i v e r o l e o f t h e 
m a s s e s i n t h e s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s , a n d f r e e d o m a n d n e c e s ­
s i t y . P l e k h a n o v s h o w s t h a t h i s t o r y i s m a d e b y m e n i n c o n s e ­
q u e n c e o f n e c e s s i t y , a n d t h a t t h e r e f o r e i t i s m i s t a k e n t o c o n -
t r a p o s e o b j e c t i v e n e c e s s i t y a n d t h e s t r i v i n g s o f m e n . 

" O n c e n e c e s s i t y i s g i v e n , b o t h i t s c o n s e q u e n c e s a n d t h o s e 
h u m a n s t r i v i n g s t h a t a r e a n i n e v i t a b l e f a c t o r o f s o c i a l d e v e l ­
o p m e n t a r e g i v e n t o o . " H u m a n s t r i v i n g s d o n o t e x c l u d e 
n e c e s s i t y , b u t a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h a t n e c e s s i t y . H u m a n 
a c t i v i t i e s a n d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a i m s i n s o c i a l m a n s t e m f r o m 
t h e n e c e s s a r y c o u r s e o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , i n w h i c h t h e 
i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d b y m a n p l a y s a n a c t i v e p a r t . 

P l e k h a n o v ' s Fundamental Problems of Marxism p r e s e n t s 
n o t o n l y h i s t o r i c a l b u t t o p i c a l a n d l i v i n g i n t e r e s t . T o d a y t o o 
a t t e m p t s a r e b e i n g m a d e t o " r e f u t e " t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l ­
i s m o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s , a n d t o f a l s i f y h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m 
i n t h e s p i r i t o f " e c o n o m i c " m a t e r i a l i s m ; i d e a l i s t c o n c e p t i o n s 
o f s o c i a l p r o g r e s s a r e b e i n g p r o p a g a t e d . T h o u g h w r i t t e n h a l f 
a c e n t u r y a g o , t h i s b o o k i s r e n d e r i n g s e r v i c e i n u n m a s k i n g 
b o t h p r e s e n t - d a y b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t s a n d p r e s e n t - d a y r e v i ­
s i o n i s t s o f M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y . 

V. Fomina 

FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEMS OF MARXISM 

M a r x i s m i s a n i n t e g r a l w o r l d - o u t l o o k . E x p r e s s e d i n a 
n u t s h e l l , i t i s contemporary materialism, a t p r e s e n t t h e h i g h e s t 
s t a g e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h a t view upon the world w h o s e 
f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e l a i d d o w n i n a n c i e n t G r e e c e b y D e m o c r i -
t u s , a n d i n p a r t b y t h e I o n i a n t h i n k e r s ^ w h o p r e c e d e d t h a t 
p h i l o s o p h e r . W h a t w a s k n o w n as hylozoism' w a s n o t h i n g b u t 
a n a i v e materialism. I t i s t o K a r l M a r x a n d h i s f r i e n d F r e d e ­
r i c k E n | f e l s t h a t t h e m a i n c r e d i t f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
p r e s e n t - d a y m a t e r i a l i s m m u s t n o d o u b t g o . T h e h i s t o r i c a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c a s p e c t s o f t h i s w o r l d - o u t l o o k , i . e . , w h a t i s 
k n o w n as historical materialism a n d t h e c l o s e l y r e l a t e d s u m 
o f v i e w s o n t h e tasks, method, and categories of political 
economy, and on the economic development of society, espe­
cially capitalist society, a r e i n t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l s a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y t h e w o r k o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s . T h a t w h i c h w a s 
i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e s e fields b y t h e i r precursors s h o u l d b e 
r e g a r d e d m e r e l y a s t h e p r e p a r a t o r y w o r k o f a m a s s i n g m a t e ­
r i a l , o f t e n c o p i o u s a n d v a l u a b l e , b u t n o t as y e t s y s t e m a t i s e d 
o r i l l u m i n a t e d b y a s i n g l e f u n d a m e n t a l i d e a , a n d t h e r e f o r e 
n o t a p p r a i s e d o r u t i l i s e d i n i t s r e a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

W h a t M a r x a n d E n g e l s ' s followers i n E u r o p e a n d A m e r i c a 
h a v e d o n e i n t h e s e fields i s m e r e l y a m o r e o r l e s s s u c c e s s f u l 
e l a b o r a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c p r o b l e m s , s o m e t i m e s , i t i s t r u e , o f t h e 
u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e . T h a t i s w h y t h e t e r m " M a r x i s m " i s o f t e n 
u s e d t o s i g n i f y o n l y t h e s e t w o a s p e c t s o f t h e p r e s e n t - d a y 
m a t e r i a l i s t w o r l d - o u t l o o k n o t o n l y a m o n g t h e " g e n e r a l 
p u b l i c " , w h o h a v e n o t y e t a c h i e v e d a d e e p u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h e o r i e s , b u t e v e n a m o n g p e o p l e , b o t h i n R u s s i a 
a n d t h e e n t i r e c i v i l i s e d w o r l d , w h o c o n s i d e r t h e m s e l v e s f a i t h ­
f u l f o l l o w e r s o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s . I n s u c h cases t h e s e t w o 
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a s p e c t s a r e l o o k e d u p o n as s o m e t h i n g i n d e p e n d e n t o f " p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m " , a n d a t t i m e s as s o m e t h i n g a l m o s t 
o p p o s e d t o i t . ' ' " A n d s i n c e t h e s e t w o a s p e c t s c a n n o t b u t h a n g 
i n m i d - a i r w h e n t h e y a r e t o r n o u t o f t h e g e n e r a l c o n t e x t o f 
c o g n a t e v i e w s c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e i r t h e o r e t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n , t h o s e 
w h o p e r f o r m t h a t t e a r i n g - o u t o p e r a t i o n n a t u r a l l y f e e l a n 
u r g e t o " s u b s t a n t i a t e M a r x i s m " a n e w b y j o i n i n g i t — a g a i n 
q u i t e a r b i t r a r i l y a n d m o s t f r e q u e n t l y u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l m o o d s p r e v a l e n t a t t h e t i m e a m o n g i d e o l o g i s t s 
of t h e b o u r g e o i s i e — w i t h s o m e p h i l o s o p h e r o r a n o t h e r : w i t h 
K a n t , M a c h , A v e n a r i u s , o r O s t w a l d , a n d o f l a t e w i t h J o s e p h 
D i e t z g e n . T r u e , t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s o f J . D i e t z g e n h a v e 
a r i s e n q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f b o u r g e o i s i n f l u e n c e s a n d a r e 
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e m e a s u r e r e l a t e d t o t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s o f 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s . T h e l a t t e r v i e w s , h o w e v e r , possess a n 
i n c o m p a r a b l y m o r e c o n s i s t e n t a n d r i c h c o n t e n t , a n d f o r t h a t 
r e a s o n a l o n e c a n n o t b e s u p p l e m e n t e d b y D i e t z g e n ' s t e a c h i n g s 
b u t c a n o n l y b e p o p u l a r i s e d b y t h e m . N o a t t e m p t s h a v e y e t 
b e e n m a d e t o " s u p p l e m e n t M a r x " w i t h T h o m a s A q u i n a s . I t 
i s h o w e v e r q u i t e f e a s i b l e t h a t , d e s p i t e t h e P o p e ' s r e c e n t 
e n c y c l i c a l a g a i n s t t h e M o d e r n i s t s , ^ t h e C a t h o l i c w o r l d w i l l 
a t s o m e t i m e p r o d u c e f r o m i t s m i d s t a t h i n k e r c a p a b l e o f 
p e r f o r m i n g t h i s f e a t i n t h e s p h e r e o f t h e o r y . ^ 

* (Note to the German edition of 1910.) M y friend Viktor Adler was 
perfectly right when, in an article he published on the day of Engels's 
funeral, he observed that socialism, as understood by Marx and Engels, 
is not only an economic but a universal doctrine (I am quoting from 
the Italian edition): Frederico Engels, L ' E c o n o m i a politico. P r i m i 
l i n e a m e n t i di u n a c r i t i c a deU'economia politica. Con inlroduzione e 
notizia h i o - b i b l i o g r a f i c h e di F i l i p p o T u r a t i , V i t t o r i o Adler e C a r l o 
Kaidsky e con appendice. P r i m a edizione i t a l i a n a , p u b l i c a l a i n occasions 
delta morte delVautore ( 5 agosto 1 8 9 5 ) , pp. 12-17, Milano, 18953. 
However, the truer this appraisal of socialism "as understood by Marx 
and Engels", the stranger the impression produced when Adler conceives 
it possible to replace the materialist foundation of this "universal 
doctrine" by a K a n t i a n foundation. What is one to think of a universal 
doctrine whose philosophical foundation is in no way connected with 
its entire structure? Engels wrote: "Marx and I were pretty well the 
only people to rescue conscious dialectics from German idealistic philos­
ophy and apply it in the materialistic conception of nature and 
history" (see the preface to the third edition of A n t i - D u h r i n g , p. xiv).^ 
Thus, despite the assertions of certain of their present-day followers, 
the founders of scientific socialism were conscious materialists, not only 
in the field of history, but in natural science as well. 
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A t t e m p t s t o s h o w t h a t M a r x i s m m u s t b e " s u p p l e m e n t e d " 
b y o n e p h i l o s o p h e r o r a n o t h e r a r e u s u a l l y b a c k e d u p w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e t o t h e f a c t t h a t M a r x a n d E n g e l s d i d n o t a n y w h e r e 
se t f o r t h t h e i r p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s . T h i s r e a s o n i n g i s h a r d l y 
c o n v i n c i n g , h o w e v e r , a p a r t f r o m t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t , e v e n 
i f t h e s e v i e w s w e r e i n d e e d n o t s e t f o r t h a n y w h e r e , t h a t c o u l d 
p r o v i d e n o l o g i c a l r e a s o n t o h a v e t h e m r e p l a c e d b y t h e v i e w s 
o f a n y r a n d o m t h i n k e r w h o , i n t h e m a i n , h o l d s a n e n t i r e l y 
d i f f e r e n t p o i n t o f v i e w . I t s h o u l d b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t w e 
h a v e s u f f i c i e n t l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l a t o u r d i s p o s a l t o f o r m a 
c o r r e c t i d e a o f t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s . 

I n t h e i r final s h a p e , t h e s e v i e w s w e r e f a i r l y fully s e t f o r t h , 
a l t h o u g h i n a p o l e i p i c a l f o r m , i n t h e f i r s t p a r t o f E n g e l s ' s 
b o o k H e r r n E u g e n D i i h r i n g ' s U m w d l z u n g der Wissenschaft 
( o f w h i c h t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l R u s s i a n t r a n s l a t i o n s ) . T h e n t h e r e 
i s a s p l e n d i d b o o k l e t b y t h e s a m e a u t h o r L u d w i g F e u e r b a c h 
u n d der Ausgang der klassischen deutschen Philosophie 
( w h i c h I h a v e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o R u s s i a n a n d s u p p l i e d w i t h a 
p r e f a c e a n d e x p l a n a t o r y n o t e s ; i t h a s b e e n p u b l i s h e d b y 
M r . L v o v i c h ^ ) , i n w h i c h t h e v i e w s c o n s t i t u t i n g t h e p h i l o s o p h ­
i c a l f o u n d a t i o n o f M a r x i s m a r e e x p o u n d e d i n a p o s i t i v e 
f o r m . A b r i e f b u t v i v i d a c c o u n t o f t h e s a m e v i e w s , r e l a t e d t o 
a g n o s t i c i s m , w a s g i v e n b y E n g e l s i n h i s p r e f a c e t o t h e E n g l i s h 
t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e p a m p h l e t 7 h e D e v e l o p m e n t of Scientific 
S o c i a l i s m ^ ( t r a n s l a t e d i n t o G e r m a n , a n d p u b l i s h e d u n d e r t h e 
t i t l e o f Ueber den historischen M a t e r i a l i s m u s i n N e u e Z e i t , ^ 
N o s . 1 a n d 2 , 1 8 9 2 - 9 3 ) . A s f o r M a r x , I w i l l m e n t i o n as 
i m p o r t a n t f o r a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l aspect 
o f h i s t e a c h i n g s , i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n o f 
m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c — a s d i s t i n c t f r o m H e g e l ' s i d e a l i s t d i a ­
l e c t i c — g i v e n i n t h e p r e f a c e t o V o l u m e I o f C a p i t a l , a n d , 
s e c o n d l y , t h e n u m e r o u s r e m a r k s m a d e e n p a s s a n t i n t h e s a m e 
v o l u m e . A l s o s i g n i f i c a n t i n c e r t a i n r e s p e c t s a r e s o m e o f t h e 
p a g e s i n L a M i s e r e de l a philosophic^^ ( w h i c h h a s b e e n 
t r a n s l a t e d i n t o R u s s i a n ) . F i n a l l y , t h e process of t h e d e v e l o p -

The philosophy of Marx and Engels is the subject of W . Weryho's 
book Afarx als Philosoph, Bern und Leipzig, 1894. I t would, however, 
be dilficult to imagine a less satisfactory work. 
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ment o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s ' s p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s i s r e v e a l e d 
w i t h s u f f i c i e n t c l a r i t y i n t h e i r e a r l y w r i t i n g s , r e p u b l i s h e d 
b y F . M e h r i n g u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f Aus dem literarischen Nach-
lass von Karl Marx,^^ e t c . , S t u t t g a r t , 1 9 0 2 . 

I n h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n Differenz der demokritischen und epiku-
reischen Naturphilosophie, as w e l l as i n s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s 
r e p u b l i s h e d b y M e h r i n g i n V o l u m e I o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n j u s t 
m e n t i o n e d , t h e y o u n g M a r x a p p e a r s b e f o r e u s as a n i d e a l i s t 
pur sang o f t h e H e g e l i a n s c h o o l . H o w e v e r , i n t h e a r t i c l e s 
w h i c h h a v e n o w b e e n i n c l u d e d i n t h e s a m e v o l u m e a n d w h i c h 
first a p p e a r e d i n t h e Deutsch-franzosische JahrbucherP 
M a r x — l i k e E n g e l s , w h o a l s o c o l l a b o r a t e d i n t h e Jahrhiicher 
— w a s a firm a d h e r e n t o f F e u e r b a c h i a n "humanism".'^ Die 
heilige Familie, oder Kritik der kritischen Kritik,'^ w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d i n 1 8 4 5 a n d h a s b e e n r e p u b l i s h e d i n V o l u m e I I o f 
t h e M e h r i n g p u b l i c a t i o n , s h o w s u s o u r t w o a u t h o r s , i . e . , b o t h 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s , as h a v i n g m a d e s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t s t e p s i n 
t h e further development o f F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y . T h e 

* (Note to the German edition of 1910.) Of considerable importance 
for a characterisation of the evolution of Marx's philosophical views 
is his letter of October 20, 1843, to Feuerbach. Inviting Feuerbach to 
come out against Schelling, Marx wrote the following: "You are the most 
suitable person for that, since you are the direct opposite of Schelling. 
H i s y o u t h f u l and sincere thought—we must recognise everything that 
is good in our opponent—for the realisation of which he had no abilities 
except imagination, no energy except vanity, no excitants except opium, 
and no organ except an easily aroused feminine receptivity—this 
youthful and sincere thought of Schell ing's, which remained a youthful 
and fantastic dream, has become for you the truth, reality, a serious 
and courageous cause. Schelling is therefore your anticipated c a r i c a t u r e , 
and as soon as reality comes out against a caricature, the latter must 
vanish like a mist. That is why I consider you Schelling's necessary and 
natural opponent, called upon to be so by their majesties Nature and 
History. Your struggle against him is the struggle of philosophy itself 
against imaginary philosophy." K . Gri in, L u d w i g F e u e r b a c h i n seinem 
Briefwechsel und Nachlass, I . Band, S. 361, Leipzig und Heidelberg, 
187413. This seems to show that Marx understood "Schelling's youthful 
thought" in the meaning of a materialist monism. Feuerbach, however, 
did not share this opinion of Marx's, as wi l l be seen from his reply 
to the latter. He considered that already in his first works Schelling 
"merely converts the idealism of thought into the idealism of the 
i m a g i n a t i o n , and attributes just as little reality to things as to the I c h , 
with the only difference that it had a different appearance, and that 
he replaced the determinate ' I c h ' by the non-determinate Absolute, and 
gave idealism a pantheistic^'' colouring" (ibid., p. 402). 
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d i r e c t i o n t h e y g a v e t o t h i s e l a b o r a t i o n c a n b e s e e n f r o m t h e 
e l e v e n Theses on Feuerbach w r i t t e n b y M a r x i n t h e s p r i n g 
o f 1 8 4 5 , a n d p u b l i s h e d b y E n g e l s a s a n a p p e n d i x t o t h e a f o r e ­
m e n t i o n e d p a m p h l e t Ludwig Feuerhach}^ I n s h o r t , t h e r e i s 
n o l a c k o f m a t e r i a l h e r e ; t h e o n l y t h i n g n e e d e d i s t h e a b i l i t y 
t o m a k e u s e o f i t , i . e . , t h e n e e d t o h a v e t h e p r o p e r t r a i n i n g 
f o r i t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . P r e s e n t - d a y r e a d e r s , h o w e v e r , d o n o t 
h a v e t h e t r a i n i n g r e q u i r e d f o r t h a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a n d c o n ­
s e q u e n t l y d o n o t k n o w h o w t o m a k e u s e o f i t . 

W h y i s t h a t s o ? F o r a v a r i e t y o f r e a s o n s . O n e o f t h e p r i n ­
c i p a l r e a s o n s i s t h a t n o w a d a y s t h e r e i s , i n t h e first p l a c e , 
l i t t l e knowledge of Hegelian philosophy, w i t h o u t w h i c h i t i s 
d i f f i c u l t t o l e a r n M a r x ' s m e t h o d , a n d , i n t h e s e c o n d p l a c e , 
l i t t l e knowledge of the history of materialism, t h e a b s e n c e 
o f w h i c h d o e s n o t p e r m i t p r e s e n t - d a y r e a d e r s t o f o r m a 
c l e a r i d e a o f t h e d o c t r i n e o f F e u e r b a c h , w h o w a s M a r x ' s 
i m m e d i a t e p r e c u r s o r i n t h e field o f p h i l o s o p h y , a n d i n 
c o n s i d e r a b l e m e a s u r e w o r k e d o u t t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l f o u n d a ­
t i o n o f w h a t c a n b e c a l l e d t h e w o r l d - o u t l o o k o f M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s . 

N o w a d a y s F e u e r b a c h ' s " h u m a n i s m " i s u s u a l l y d e s c r i b e d as 
s o m e t h i n g v e r y v a g u e a n d i n d e f i n i t e . F . A . L a n g e , w h o h a s 
d o n e s o m u c h t o s p r e a d , b o t h a m o n g t h e " g e n e r a l p u b l i c " 
a n d i n t h e l e a r n e d w o r l d , a n a b s o l u t e l y f a l s e v i e w o f t h e 
e s s e n c e o f m a t e r i a l i s m a n d o f i t s h i s t o r y , r e f u s e d t o r e c o g ­
n i s e F e u e r b a c h ' s " h u m a n i s m " as a m a t e r i a l i s t t e a c h i n g . ^ ' 
F . A . L a n g e ' s e x a m p l e i s b e i n g f o l l o w e d , i n t h i s r e s p e c t , B y 
a l m o s t a l l w h o h a v e w r i t t e n o n F e u e r b a c h i n R u s s i a a n d 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . P . A . B e r l i n t o o s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n a f f e c t e d 
b y t h i s i n f l u e n c e , s i n c e h e d e p i c t s F e u e r b a c h ' s " h u m a n i s m " 
a s a k i n d o f m a t e r i a l i s m t h a t i s n o t q u i t e " p u r e " . ' " ' I m u s t 
a d m i t t h a t I d o n o t k n o w f o r c e r t a i n h o w t h i s q u e s t i o n i s 
r e g a r d e d b y F r a n z M e h r i n g , w h o s e k n o w l e d g e o f p h i l o s o p h y 
i s t h e b e s t , a n d p r o b a b l y u n i q u e , a m o n g G e r m a n S o c i a l -
D e m o c r a t s . B u t i t i s p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t o m e t h a t i t w a s t h e 
m a t e r i a l i s t t h a t M a r x a n d E n g e l s s a w i n F e u e r b a c h . T r u e , 
E n g e l s s p e a k s o f F e u e r b a c h ' s i n c o n s i s t e n c y , b u t t h a t d o e s n o t 
i n t h e l e a s t p r e v e n t h i m f r o m r e c o g n i s i n g t h e fundamental 

See his interesting book Germany on the Eve of the Revolution of 
1 8 4 8 , St. Petersburg, 1906, pp. 228-29. 
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propositions of his philosophy as purely materialist."- But 
then these propositions cannot be viewed otherwise by any­
body who has gone to the trouble of making a study of them. 

I I 

I am well aware that in saying all this I risk surprising 
very many of my readers. I am not afraid to do so; the 
ancient thinker was right in saying that astonishment is the 
mother of philosophy. For the reader not to remain at the 
stage, so to say, of astonishment, I shall first of all recom­
mend that he ask himself what Feuerbach meant when, while 
giving a terse but vivid outline of his philosophical c u r r i c u ­
l u m vitae, he wrote, "God was my first thought. Reason the 
second, and Man the third and last thought." I contend that 
this question is conclusively answered in the following mean­
ingful words of Feuerbach himself, "In the controversy be­
tween materialism and spiritualism . . . the human head 
is under discussion.. . once we have learnt what kind of mat­
ter the brain is made up of, we shall soon arrive at a clear 
view upon all other matter as well, matter in general.'"'"''" 
Elsewhere he says that his "anthropology", i.e., his "human­
ism", merely means that man takes for God that which is his 
own essence, his own spirit."""'""'" He goes on to say that Descar­
tes did not eschew this "anthropological" point of view.''"'""'"'" 

( N o t e t o t h e G e r m a n e d i t i o n o f 1 9 1 0 . ) E n g e l s w r o t e : " T h e c o u r s e 
o f e v o l u t i o n o f F e u e r b a c h i s t h a t o f a H e g e l i a n — a n e v e r q u i t e o r t h o d o x 
H e g e l i a n , i t i s t r u e — i n t o a m a t e r i a l i s t ; a n e v o l u t i o n v i ' h i c h a t a d e f i n i t e 
s t a g e n e c e s s i t a t e s a c o m p l e t e r u p t u r e w i t h t h e i d e a l i s t s y s t e m o f h i s 
p r e d e c e s s o r . " W i t h i r r e s i s t i b l e f o r c e F e u e r b a c h i s finally d r i v e n t o t h e 
r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t t h e H e g e l i a n p r e m u n d a n e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e ' A b s o l u t e 
I d e a ' , t h e ' p r e - e x i s t e n c e o f t h e l o g i c a l c a t e g o r i e s ' b e f o r e t h e w o r l d 
e x i s t e d , i s n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n t h e f a n t a s t i c s u r v i v a l o f t h e b e l i e f i n t h e 
e x i s t e n c e o f a n e x t r a m u n d a n e c r e a t o r ; t h a t t h e m a t e r i a l , s e n s u o u s l y 
p e r c e p t i b l e w o r l d t o w h i c h w e o u r s e l v e s b e l o n g i s t h e o n l y r e a l i t y ; a n d 
t h a t o u r c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d t h i n k i n g , h o w e v e r s u p r a s e n s u o u s t h e y m a y 
s e e m , a r e t h e p r o d u c t o f a m a t e r i a l , b o d i l y o r g a n , t h e b r a i n . M a t t e r i s 
n o t a p r o d u c t o f m i n d , b u t m i n d i t s e l f i s m e r e l y t h e h i g h e s t p r o d u c t o f 
m a t t e r . T h i s i s , o f c o u r s e , p u r e m a t e r i a l i s m . " Ludwig Feuerbach, S t u t t ­
g a r t , 1 9 0 7 , S . 1 7 - 1 8 ' 8 . 

" O b e r S p i r i t u a l i s m u s u n d M a t e r i a l i s m u s " , Werke, X , 1 2 9 . ' ^ 
Werke, I V , 249 . 2« 

*''*'^ I b i d . 
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How is all this to be understood? It means that Feuerbach 
made "Man" the point of departure of his philosophical rea­
soning only because it was from that point of departure that 
he hoped the sooner to achieve his aim—to bring forth a cor­
rect view upon matter in general and its relation to the 
"spirit". Consequently what we have here is a methodological 
device, whose value was conditioned by circumstances of time 
and place, i.e., by the thinking habits of the learned, or simply 
educated, Germans of the time,'-" and not by any specificity of 
world-outlook.'-'' 

The above quotation from Feuerbach regarding the "human 
head" shows that when he wrote these words the problem 
of "the kind of matter the brain is made up of" was solved 
by him in a "purely" materialistic sense. This solution was 
accepted by Marx and Engels. It provided the foundation of 

F e u e r b a c h h i m s e l f h a s v e r y w e l l s a i d t h a t t h e beginnings o f a n y 
p h i l o s o p h y a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e p r i o r s t a t e o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h o u g h t 
{Werke, I I , 1 9 3 ) . 

( N o t e t o t h e G e r m a n e d i t i o n o f 1 9 1 0 . ) F . L a n g e s t a t e s : " A g e n u i n e 
m a t e r i a l i s t w i l l a l w a y s b e p r o n e t o t u r n h i s g l a n c e t o t h e t o t a l i t y o f 
e x t e r n a l N a t u r e a n d c o n s i d e r M a n m e r e l y a s a w a v e l e t i n t h e o c e a n 
o f t h e e t e r n a l m o v e m e n t o f m a t t e r . T o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t M a n ' s n a t u r e i s 
m e r e l y a p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e o f g e n e r a l p h y s i o l o g y , j u s t a s t h i n k i n g i s 
a s p e c i a l i n s t a n c e i n t h e c h a i n o f p h y s i c a l p r o c e s s e s o f l i f e . " Geschichte 
des Materialismus, 2 . B a n d , S . 7 4 , L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 2 . B u t T h e o d o r e D 6 z a m y 
t o o , i n h i s Code de la Communaute ( P a r i s , 1 8 4 3 ) p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e 
n a t u r e o f m a n ( t h e h u m a n o r g a n i s m ) , y e t n o o n e w i l l d o u b t t h a t h e 
s h a r e s t h e v i e w s o f F r e n c h I S t h - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l i s m . I n c i d e n t a l l y , 
L a n g e m a k e s n o m e n t i o n o f D e z a m y , W h i l s t M a r x c o u n t s h i m a m o n g 
t h e F r e n c h C o m m u n i s t s w h o s e c o m m u n i s m w a s m o r e s c i e n t i f i c t h a n t h a t 
o f C a b e t , f o r i n s t a n c e . " L i k e O w e n . . . D e z a m y , G g y a n d o t h e r s , d e v e l ­
o p e d t h e t e a c h i n g o f materialism a s t h e t e a c h i n g o f , real humanism a n d 
t h e l o g i c a l b a s i s o f c o m m u n i s m . " Aus dem literarischen Nachlass von 
Karl Marx, Fricdrich Engels und Ferdinand Lassalle, 2 . B a n d , S . 240 . ^1 
A t t h e t i m e M a r x a n d E n g e l s w e r e w r i t i n g t h e w o r k j u s t q u o t e d {The 
Holy Family), t h e y a s y e t d i f f e r e d i n t h e i r a p p r a i s a l o f F e u e r b a c h ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y . M a r x c a l l e d i t " m a t e r i a l i s m c o i n c i d i n g w i t h h u m a n i s m " : 
" A s Feuerbach r e p r e s e n t e d materialism i n t h e theoretical d o m a i n , 
F r e n c h a n d E n g l i s h socialism a n d c o m m u n i s m i n t h e practical field 
r e p r e s e n t materialism w h i c h n o w coincides w i t h humanism."^^ In 
g e n e r a l M a r x r e g a r d e d m a t e r i a l i s m a s t h e n e c e s s a r y t h e o r e t i c a l f o u n d a ­
t i o n o f c o m m u n i s m a n d s o c i a l i s m . E n g c l s , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , h e l d t h e v i e w 
t h a t F e u e r b a c h h a d o n c e a n d f o r a l l p u t a n e n d t o t h e o l d c o n t r a p o s i n g 
o f s p i r i t u a l i s m ^ ^ a n d m a t e r i a l i s m ( i b i d . , p p . 2 3 2 a n d 1 9 6 ) . * ' A s w e h a v e 
a l r e a d y s e e n , h e , t o o , l a t e r t o o k n o t e o f t h e e v o l u t i o n , i n F e u e r b a c h ' s 
d e v e l o p m e n t , f r o m i d e a l i s m t o m a t e r i a l i s m . 
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t h e i r o w n p h i l o s o p h y , as c a n b e s e e n w i t h t h e u t m o s t c l a r i t y 
f r o m E n g e l s ' s w o r k s , so o f t e n q u o t e d here—Li idwig Feuer-
bach a n d Anti-Diihring. T h a t i s w h y w e m u s t m a k e a c l o s e r 
s t u d y o f t h i s s o l u t i o n ; i n d o i n g s o , w e s h a l l a t t h e s a m e t i m e 
b e s t u d y i n g t h e philosophical aspect of Marxism. 

I n a n a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " V o r l a u f i g e T h e s e n z u r R e f o r m d e r 
P h i l o s o p h i c " , w h i c h c a m e o u t i n 1842 a n d , j u d g i n g b y t h e 
f a c t s , h a d a s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e o n M a r x , F e u e r b a c h s a i d t h a t 
" t h e r e a l r e l a t i o n o f t h i n k i n g t o b e i n g i s o n l y a s f o l l o w s : 
b e i n g i s t h e subject; t h i n k i n g , t h e predicate. T h i n k i n g i s c o n ­
d i t i o n e d b y b e i n g , a n d n o t b e i n g b y t h i n k i n g . B e i n g i s c o n ­
d i t i o n e d b y i t s e l f . . . h a s i t s f o u n d a t i o n i n i t s e l f . " " ' 

T h i s v i e w o n t h e r e l a t i o n o f b e i n g t o t h i n k i n g , w h i c h M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s m a d e t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e materialistic expla­
nation of history, i s a m o s t i m p o r t a n t o u t c o m e o f t h e c r i t i c i s m 
o f H e g e l ' s i d e a l i s m a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e d i n i t s m a i n f e a t u r e s 
b y F e u e r b a c h , a c r i t i c i s m w h o s e c o n c l u s i o n s c a n b e s e t f o r t h 
i n a f e w w o r d s . 

F e u e r b a c h c o n s i d e r e d t h a t H e g e l ' s p h i l o s o p h y h a d r e m o v e d 
t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g , a c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n t h a t h a d e x p r e s s e d i t s e l f i n p a r t i c u l a r r e l i e f i n K a n t . 
H o w e v e r , as F e u e r b a c h t h o u g h t , i t r e m o v e d t h a t c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n , while continuing to remain within the latter, i . e . , w i t h i n 
one of its elements, n a m e l y , thinking. W i t h H e g e l , thinking 
is being: " T h i n k i n g i s t h e s u b j e c t ; b e i n g , t h e p r e d i c a t e . 
I t f o l l o w s t h a t H e g e l , a n d i d e a l i s m i n g e n e r a l , e l i m i n a t e d t h e 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n o n l y by removing one of its component ele­
ments, i.e., being, matter, Nature. H o w e v e r , r e m o v i n g o n e 
o f t h e c o m p o n e n t e l e m e n t s i n a c o n t r a d i c t i o n d o e s n o t a t 
a l l m e a n d o i n g a w a y w i t h t h a t c o n t r a d i c t i o n . " H e g e l ' s d o c ­
t r i n e t h a t r e a l i t y i s ' p o s t u l a t e d ' b y t h e I d e a i s m e r e l y a t r a n s ­
l a t i o n i n t o r a t i o n a l i s t i c t e r m s o f t h e t h e o l o g i c a l d o c t r i n e t h a t 
N a t u r e w a s c r e a t e d b y G o d , — a n d r e a l i t y , m a t t e r , b y a n 
a b s t r a c t , n o n - m a t e r i a l being. '"- ' ' ' " '" T h i s d o e s n o t a p p l y o n l y t o 
H e g e l ' s a b s o l u t e i d e a l i s m . K a n t ' s t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i d e a l i s m , 
a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h t h e s u r r o u n d i n g w o r l d r e c e i v e s i t s l a w s 
f r o m R e a s o n i n s t e a d o f R e a s o n r e c e i v i n g t h e m f r o m t h e s u r -

••• W e r k e . I I , 2 6 3 . 
Ibid., 2 6 1 . 
Ibid., 2 6 2 . 
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r o u n d i n g w o r l d , i s c l o s e l y a k i n t o t h e t h e o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t t h a t 
t h e w o r l d ' s l a w s w e r e d i c t a t e d t o i t b y d i v i n e R e a s o n . " ' 
Idealism does not establish the ufiity of being and thinking 
n o r c a n i t d o s o ; it tears that unity asunder. I d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s ­
o p h y ' s p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e — t h e " / " as t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l p r i n c i p l e — i s t o t a l l y e r r o n e o u s . I t i s n o t t h e " / " t h a t 
m u s t b e t h e s t a r t i n g - p o i n t o f g e n u i n e p h i l o s o p h y , b u t t h e " / " 
a n d t h e "you". I t i s s u c h a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e t h a t m a k e s i t 
p o s s i b l e t o a r r i v e a t a p r o p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e r e l a t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , b e t w e e n t h e s u b j e c t a n d t h e 
o b j e c t . I a m " / " t o m y s e l f , a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e I a m "you" 
t o o t h e r s . T h e " / " i s t h e subject, a n d a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e 
object. I t m u s t a t t h e s a m e t i m e b e n o t e d t h a t I a m n o t t h e 
a b s t r a c t b e i n g i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h y o p e r a t e s w i t h . I a m a n 
actual b e i n g ; m y body b e l o n g s t o m y essence; m o r e o v e r , m y 
b o d y , a s a w h o l e , i s m y / , m y g e n u i n e e s s e n c e . I t i s n o t a n 
a b s t r a c t b e i n g t h a t t h i n k s , b u t t h a t a c t u a l b e i n g , t h a t b o d y . 
T h u s , c o n t r a r y t o w h a t t h e i d e a l i s t s a s s e r t , a n a c t u a l a n d 
m a t e r i a l b e i n g p r o v e s t o b e t h e s u b j e c t , a n d t h i n k i n g — t h e 
p r e d i c a t e . H e r e i n l i e s t h e o n l y p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n o f t h e c o n ­
t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g , a c o n t r a d i c t i o n t h a t 
i d e a l i s m s o u g h t so v a i n l y t o r e s o l v e . N o n e o f t h e e l e m e n t s 
i n t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s removed; b o t h a r e preserved, r e v e a l ­
i n g t h e i r r e a l unity. " T h a t w h i c h t o m e , o r s u b j e c t i v e l y , i s a 
p u r e l y s p i r i t u a l , n o n - m a t e r i a l a n d n o n - s e n s u o u s a c t i s i n 
i t s e l f a n o b j e c t i v e , m a t e r i a l a n d s e n s u o u s act ."" '" ' 

N o t e t h a t i n s a y i n g t h i s , Feuerbach stands close to Spinoza, 
w h o s e p h i l o s o p h y h e w a s a l r e a d y s e t t i n g f o r t h w i t h g r e a t 
s y m p a t h y a t t h e t i m e h i s o w n b r e a k a w a y f r o m i d e a l i s m w a s 
t a k i n g s h a p e , i . e . , w h e n h e w a s w r i t i n g h i s h i s t o r y o f m o d e r n 
ph i losophy ." ' ' " ' ' ' ' ' I n 1843 h e m a d e t h e s u b t l e o b s e r v a t i o n , i n h i s 

* Ibid., 295. 
Ibid., 350. 

*** (Note to the German edition of 1910.) By that time Feuerbach 
had already written the following noteworthy lines: "Despite all the 
oppositeness of practical realism in the so-called sensualism and material­
ism of the English and the French—a realism that denies any specula­
tion—and the spirit of a l l of Spinoza, they nevertheless have their 
u l t i m a t e foundation in the viewpoint on matter expressed by Spinoza, 
as a metaphysician, in the celebrated proposition: 'Matter is an Attribute 
of God'." (K. Griin, L . F e u e r b a c h , I , S. 324-25.) 
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Grundsdtze, t h a t pantheism is a theological jriaterialism, a 
n e g a t i o n o f t h e o l o g y b u t as y e t o n a t h e o r e t i c a l s t a n d p o i n t . 
T h i s c o n f u s i o n o f materialism and theology c o n s t i t u t e d S p i ­
n o z a ' s i n c o n s i s t e n c y , w h i c h , h o w e v e r , d i d n o t p r e v e n t h i m 
f r o m p r o v i d i n g a " c o r r e c t — a t l e a s t f o r h i s t i m e — p h i l o s o p h ­
i c a l e x p r e s s i o n f o r t h e m a t e r i a l i s t t r e n d o f m o d e r n t i m e s " . 
T h a t w a s w h y F e u e r b a c h c a l l e d S p i n o z a " t h e M o s e s o f t h e 
m o d e r n f r e e - t h i n k e r s a n d m a t e r i a l i s t s " . ' ' " I n 1 8 4 7 F e u e r b a c h 
a s k e d : " W h a t t h e n , u n d e r c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n , i s t h a t w h i c h 
S p i n o z a c a l l s Substance,^^ i n t e r m s o f l o g i c s o r m e t a p h y s i c s , 
a n d God i n t e r m s o f t h e o l o g y ? " T o t h i s q u e s t i o n h e r e p l i e d 
c a t e g o r i c a l l y , " N o t h i n g e l s e b u t N a t u r e " - * ' . H e s a w S p i n o z -
i s m ' s m a i n s h o r t c o m i n g i n t h e f a c t t h a t " i n i t t h e s e n s i b l e , 
a n t i - t h e o l o g i c a l e s s e n c e o f N a t u r e a s s u m e s t h e a s p e c t o f a n 
a b s t r a c t , m e t a p h y s i c a l b e i n g " . S p i n o z a e l i m i n a t e d t h e d u a l ­
i s m o f G o d a n d N a t u r e , s i n c e h e d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e a c t s o f 
N a t u r e w e r e t h o s e o f G o d . H o w e v e r , i t w a s j u s t b e c a u s e h e 
r e g a r d e d t h e a c t s o f N a t u r e t o b e t h o s e o f G o d , t h a t t h e l a t ­
t e r r e m a i n e d , w i t h S p i n o z a , a b e i n g d i s t i n c t f r o m N a t u r e , 
b u t f o r m i n g i t s f o u n d a t i o n . H e r e g a r d e d G o d as t h e s u b j e c t 
a n d N a t u r e a s t h e p r e d i c a t e . A p h i l o s o p h y t h a t h a s c o m p l e t e ­
l y l i b e r a t e d i t s e l f f r o m t h e o l o g i c a l t r a d i t i o n s m u s t r e m o v e 
t h i s i m p o r t a n t s h o r t c o m i n g i n S p i n o z a ' s p h i l o s o p h y , w h i c h i n 
i t s e s s e n c e i s s o u n d . " A w a y w i t h t h i s c o n t r a d i c t i o n ! " F e u e r ­
b a c h e x c l a i m e d . " N o t Deus sive Natura b u t aut Deus aut 
Natura i s t h e w a t c h w o r d o f T r u t h . " ' ' " ' 

T h u s , F e u e r b a c h ' s " h u m a n i s m " p r o v e d t o b e n o t h i n g e l s e 
b u t S p i n o z i s m d i s e n c u m b e r e d o f i t s t h e o l o g i c a l p e n d a n t . A n d 
i t w a s t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f t h i s k i n d o f S p i n o z i s m , w h i c h F e u e r ­
b a c h h a d f r e e d o f i t s t h e o l o g i c a l p e n d a n t , t h a t M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s a d o p t e d w h e n t h e y b r o k e w i t h i d e a l i s m . 

H o w e v e r , d i s e n c u m b e r i n g S p i n o z i s m o f i t s t h e o l o g i c a l a p ­
p e n d a g e m e a n t r e v e a l i n g i t s r e a l a n d materialist c o n t e n t . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , the Spinozism of Marx and Engels was indeed 
materialisjn brought up-to-date''*'' 

Werke. I I . 291. 
Ibid., 350.2' 
(Note to the German edition of 1910.) I n D i e heilige F a m U i e 

(2. Band des Nachlasses) Marx remarks: "Hegel's History of Philosoj}hy 
represents French materialism as the realisation of the substance of 
Spinoza" (S. 240).28 

20 

F u r t h e r . T h i n k i n g i s n o t t h e cause o f b e i n g , b u t i t s effect, 
o r r a t h e r i t s property. F e u e r b a c h s a y s : Folge und Eigenschaft. 
I f e e l a n d t h i n k , n o t as a s u b j e c t c o n t r a p o s e d t o a n o b j e c t , 
b u t as a subject-object, as a n a c t u a l a n d m a t e r i a l b e i n g . " F o r 
u s t h e o b j e c t i s n o t m e r e l y t h e t h i n g s e n s e d , b u t a l s o t h e 
b a s i s , t h e i n d i s p e n s a b l e c o n d i t i o n o f m y s e n s a t i o n . " T h e 
o b j e c t i v e w o r l d i s n o t o n l y w i t h o u t m e , b u t a l s o w i t h i n m e , 
i n s i d e m y o w n s k i n . " ' M a n i s o n l y a p a r t o f N a t u r e , a p a r t 
o f b e i n g ; t h e r e i s t h e r e f o r e n o r o o m f o r a n y c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
b e t w e e n h i s t h i n k i n g a n d h i s b e i n g . S p a c e a n d t i m e d o n o t 
e x i s t o n l y as f o r m s o f t h i n k i n g . T h e y a r e a l s o f o r m s o f b e i n g , 
f o r m s o f m y c o n t e m p l a t i o n . T h e y a r e s u c h , s o l e l y b e c a u s e I 
m y s e l f a m a c r e a t u r e t h a t l i v e s i n t i m e a n d s p a c e , a n d b e c a u s e 
I s e n s e a n d f e e l as s u c h a c r e a t u r e . I n g e n e r a l , t h e l a w s o f 
b e i n g a r e a t t h e s a m e t i m e l a w s o f t h i n k i n g . 

T h a t i s w h a t F e u e r b a c h said . ' ' ' " ' A n d t h e s a m e t h i n g , t h o u g h 
i n a d i f f e r e n t w o r d i n g , w a s s a i d b y E n g e l s i n h i s p o l e m i c 
w i t h D i i h r i n g . ' ' ' " ' " ' ' T h i s a l r e a d y s h o w s w h a t a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t 
o f F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y b e c a m e a n i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e 
p h i l o s o p h y o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s . 

I f M a r x b e g a n t o e l a b o r a t e h i s m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
h i s t o r y b y c r i t i c i s i n g Hegel's philosophy of Right, h e c o u l d 
d o s o only because F e u e r b a c h h a d c o m p l e t e d h i s c r i t i c i s m o f 
Hegel's speculative philosophyP 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) "How do we cognise the 
external world? How do we cognise the inner world? For ourselves we 
have no other means than we have for others! Do I know anything 
about myself without the medium of my senses? Do I exist if I do not 
exist outside myself, i.e., outside my Vorstellung? But how do I know 
that I exist? How do I know that I exist, not in my Vorstellung, but in 
my sensations, in actual fact, unless I perceive myself through my 
senses?" (Feuerbach's Nachgelassene Aphorismen in Griin's book, I I , 
S. 311.) 

Werke, I I , 334 and X , 186-87. 
=:-=:•=:• (Note to the German edition of 1910.) I particularly recommend 

to the reader's attention the thought expressed by Engels in A n t i - D u h -
ring, that the laws of external Nature and the laws governing man's 
bodily and mental existence are "two classes of laws which we can 
separate from each other at most only in thought but not in reality" 
(S. 157).23 This is the selfsame doctrine of the unity of being and 
thinking, of object and subject. Regarding space and time, see Chapter 5 
of Part I of the work just mentioned. This chapter shows that to Engels, 
just aS'to Feuerbach, space and time are not only forms of contempla­
tion, but also forms of being (S. 41-42). 
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E v e n w h e n criticising F e u e r b a c h i n h i s T h e s e s , M a r x o f t e n 
d e v e l o p s a n d a u g m e n t s t h e f o r m e r ' s i d e a s . H e r e i s a n i n ­
s t a n c e f r o m t h e s p h e r e o f " e p i s t e m o l o g y ' ' . ^ ! B e f o r e thinking 
o f a n o b j e c t , m a n , a c c o r d i n g t o F e u e r b a c h , experiences i t s 
a c t i o n on himself, contemplates a n d senses i t . 

I t w a s t h e s e w o r d s t h a t M a r x h a d i n m i n d w h e n h e w r o t e : 
" T h e c h i e f d e f e c t o f a l l h i t h e r t o e x i s t i n g m a t e r i a l i s m — t h a t 
o f F e u e r b a c h i n c l u d e d — i s t h a t t h e t h i n g (Gegenstand), r e a l ­
i t y , s e n s u o u s n e s s , i s c o n c e i v e d o n l y i n t h e f o r m o f t h e object 
(Objekt) o r o f contemplation (Anschauung), b u t n o t as human 
sensuous activity, practice, n o t s u b j e c t i v e l y . " ^ ^ f h i g s h o r t c o m ­
i n g i n m a t e r i a l i s m , M a r x g o e s o n t o s a y , a c c o u n t s f o r t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t , i n h i s Essence of Christianity, F e u e r b a c h 
r e g a r d s t h e o r e t i c a l a c t i v i t y a s t h e o n l y g e n u i n e h u m a n a c t i v ­
i t y . E x p r e s s e d i n o t h e r w o r d s , t h i s m e a n s t h a t , a c c o r d i n g t o 
F e u e r b a c h , o u r / c o g n i s e s t h e object by coming under its 
action/' M a r x , h o w e v e r , o b j e c t s b y s a y i n g : o u r / c o g n i s e s t h e 
o b j e c t , while at the same time acting upon that object. M a r x ' s 
t h o u g h t i s a p e r f e c t l y c o r r e c t o n e : as Faust already said, 
"Am Anfang war die Tat". I t m a y o f c o u r s e b e o b j e c t e d , i n 
d e f e n c e o f F e u e r b a c h , t h a t , i n t h e p r o c e s s o f our acting u p o n 
o b j e c t s , w e c o g n i s e t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s o n l y i n t h e m e a s u r e i n 
w h i c h t h e y , f o r t h e i r p a r t , a c t u p o n u s . I n b o t h cases sensation 
p r e c e d e s thinking; i n b o t h cases w e first sense t h e i r p r o p e r ­
t i e s , a n d o n l y t h e n think o f t h e m . B u t t h a t i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
M a r x d i d n o t d e n y . F o r h i m t h e g i s t o f t h e m a t t e r w a s n o t 
t h e i n d i s p u t a b l e f a c t t h a t s e n s a t i o n p r e c e d e s t h i n k i n g , b u t t h e 
f a c t t h a t m a n i s i n d u c e d t o t h i n k c h i e f l y b y t h e s e n s a t i o n s h e 
e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e p r o c e s s o f h i s a c t i n g u p o n t h e o u t e r w o r l d . 
S i n c e t h i s a c t i o n o n t h e o u t e r w o r l d i s p r e s c r i b e d t o m a n b y 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r e x i s t e n c e , t h e t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e i s c l o s e l y 
l i n k e d u p b y M a r x w i t h h i s m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w o f t h e h i s t o r y o f 
h u m a n c i v i l i s a t i o n . I t w a s n o t f o r n o t h i n g t h a t t h e t h i n k e r 
w h o d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t F e u e r b a c h t h e t h e s i s w e a r e h e r e d i s ­
c u s s i n g w r o t e i n V o l u m e I o f h i s Capital: " B y t h u s a c t i n g 
o n t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d a n d c h a n g i n g i t , h e a t t h e s a m e t i m e 
c h a n g e s h i s o w n n a t u r e . " T h i s p r o p o s i t i o n f u l l y r e v e a l s i t s 
p r o f o u n d m e a n i n g o n l y i n t h e l i g h t o f M a r x ' s t h e o r y o f k n o w l -

* "Dem Denken," he says, "geht das Sein voran; ehe du die Qualitat 
denkst, fiihlst du die Qualitat" { W e r k e , I I , 253).33 
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e d g e . W e s h a l l see h o w w e l l t h i s t h e o r y i s c o n f i r m e d b y t h e 
h i s t o r y o f c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d , i n c i d e n t a l l y , e v e n b y 
t h e s c i e n c e o f l a n g u a g e . I t m u s t , h o w e v e r , b e a d m i t t e d t h a t 
M a r x ' s e p i s t e m o l o g y s t e m s d i r e c t l y f r o m t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h , 
o r , i f y o u w i l l , i t i s , p r o p e r l y s p e a k i n g , t h e e p i s t e m o l o g y o f 
F e u e r b a c h , o n l y r e n d e r e d m o r e p r o f o u n d b y t h e m a s t e r l y 
c o r r e c t i o n b r o u g h t i n t o i t b y M a r x . 

I s h a l l a d d , i n p a s s i n g , t h a t t h i s m a s t e r l y c o r r e c t i o n w a s 
p r o m p t e d b y t h e " s p i r i t o f t h e t i m e s " . T h e s t r i v i n g t o e x a m i n e 
t h e i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n o b j e c t a n d s u b j e c t p r e c i s e l y f r o m t h e 
p o i n t o f v i e w i n w h i c h t h e s u b j e c t a p p e a r s i n a n active r o l e , 
d e r i v e d f r o m t h e p u b l i c m o o d o f t h e p e r i o d i n w h i c h t h e 
w o r l d - c o n c e p t i o n o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s w a s t a k i n g shape . ' ' ' 
T h e r e v o l u t i o n o f 1 8 4 8 w a s i n t h e o f f i n g 

I I I 

T h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e u n i t y o f s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t , t h i n k i n g 
a n d b e i n g , w h i c h w a s s h a r e d i n e q u a l m e a s u r e b y F e u e r b a c h , 
a n d b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s , w a s a l s o h e l d b y t h e m o s t o u t ­
s t a n d i n g m a t e r i a l i s t s o f t h e 1 7 t h a n d 1 8 t h c e n t u r i e s . 

E l sewhere ' ' " ' " ' ' I h a v e s h o w n t h a t L a M e t t r i e a n d D i d e r o t — 
e a c h a f t e r h i s o w n f a s h i o n — a r r i v e d a t a w o r l d - c o n c e p t i o n 
t h a t w a s a " b r a n d o f S p i n o z i s m " , i . e . , a S p i n o z i s m w i t h o u t 
t h e t h e o l o g i c a l a p p e n d a g e t h a t d i s t o r t e d i t s t r u e c o n t e n t . I t 
w o u l d a l s o b e e a s y t o s h o w t h a t , i n a s m u c h as w e a r e s p e a k ­
i n g o f t h e u n i t y o f s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t , H o b b e s t o o s t o o d v e r y 
c l o s e t o S p i n o z a . T h a t , h o w e v e r , w o u l d b e t a k i n g u s t o o f a r 
a f i e l d , a n d , b e s i d e s , t h e r e i s n o i m m e d i a t e n e e d t o d o t h a t . 
P r o b a b l y o f g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t t o t h e r e a d e r i s t h e f a c t t h a t 
t o d a y a n y n a t u r a l i s t w h o h a s d e l v e d e v e n a l i t t l e i n t o t h e 

* (Note to the German edition of 1910.) Feuerbach said of his 
philosophy: "My philosophy cannot be dealt with exhaustively by the 
pen; it finds no room on paper." This statement, however, was only of 
theoretical significance to him. He went on to say: "Since for it (i.e., his 
philosophy) the truth is not that which has been thought, but that which 
has been not only thought, but seen, heard and felt" { N a c h g e l a s s e n e 
A p h o H s m e n in Griin's book, I I , S. 306). 

* * See my article "Bernstein and Materialism" in the symposium 
A C r i t i q u e of Our C r i t i c s . 
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p r o b l e m o f t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h i n k i n g t o b e i n g a r r i v e s a t t h a t 
d o c t r i n e o f t h e i r u n i t y w h i c h w e h a v e m e t i n F e u e r b a c h . 

W h e n H u x l e y w r o t e t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : " S u r e l y n o o n e 
w h o i s c o g n i s a n t o f t h e f a c t s o f t h e case , n o w a d a y s , d o u b t s 
t h a t t h e r o o t s o f p s y c h o l o g y l i e i n t h e p h y s i o l o g y o f t h e n e r ­
v o u s s y s t e m " , a n d w e n t o n t o s a y t h a t t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e 
m i n d " a r e f u n c t i o n s o f t h e b r a i n " , ' ' ' h e w a s e x p r e s s i n g j u s t 
w h a t F e u e r b a c h h a d s a i d , o n l y w i t h t h e s e w o r d s h e c o n n e c t e d 
c o n c e p t s t h a t w e r e f a r l e s s c l e a r . I t w a s p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e 
c o n c e p t s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e s e w o r d s w e r e f a r l e s s c l e a r t h a n 
w i t h F e u e r b a c h t h a t h e a t t e m p t e d t o l i n k u p t h e v i e w j u s t 
q u o t e d , w i t h H u m e ' s p h i l o s o p h i c a l s c e p t i c i s m . * " ^ 

I n j u s t t h e s a m e w a y , H a e c k e l ' s " m o n i s m " , w h i c h c r e a t e d 
s u c h a s t i r , i s n o t h i n g e l s e b u t a p u r e l y m a t e r i a l i s t d o c t r i n e — 
i n e s s e n c e c l o s e t o t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h — o f t h e u n i t y o f s u b j e c t 
a n d o b j e c t . H a e c k e l , h o w e v e r , i s p o o r l y v e r s e d i n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f m a t e r i a l i s m , w h i c h i s w h y h e c o n s i d e r s i t n e c e s s a r y t o 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t i t s " o n e - s i d e d n e s s " ; h e s h o u l d h a v e g o n e t o 
t h e t r o u b l e o f m a k i n g a s t u d y o f i t s t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e i n 
t h e f o r m i t t o o k w i t h F e u e r b a c h a n d M a r x , s o m e t h i n g t h a t 
w o u l d h a v e p r e s e r v e d h i m f r o m t h e m a n y l a p s e s a n d o n e ­
s i d e d a s s u m p t i o n s t h a t h a v e m a d e i t e a s i e r f o r h i s o p p o n e n t s 
t o w a g e a s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t h i m o n p h i l o s o p h i c a l g r o u n d s . 

A v e r y c l o s e a p p r o a c h t o t h e m o s t m o d e r n m a t e r i a l i s m — 
t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h , M a r x a n d E n g e l s — h a s b e e n m a d e b y 
A u g u s t F o r e l i n v a r i o u s o f h i s w r i t i n g s , f o r i n s t a n c e i n t h e 
p a p e r , Gehirn und Seele, w h i c h h e r e a d t o t h e 6 6 t h C o n g r e s s 
o f G e r m a n N a t u r a l i s t s a n d P h y s i c i a n s h e l d i n V i e n n a ( S e p ­
t e m b e r 2 6 , 1 8 9 4 ) . ' ' " ' ' * I n p l a c e s F o r e l n o t o n l y e x p r e s s e s i d e a s 
r e s e m b l i n g F e u e r b a c h ' s b u t — a n d t h i s i s a m a z i n g — m a r s h a l s 
h i s a r g u m e n t s j u s t a s F e u e r b a c h d i d h i s . A c c o r d i n g t o F o r e l , 
e a c h n e w d a y b r i n g s u s c o n v i n c i n g p r o o f s t h a t t h e p s y c h o l o g y 
a n d t h e p h y s i o l o g y o f t h e b r a i n a r e m e r e l y t w o w a y s o f l o o k ­
i n g a t " o n e a n d t h e s a m e t h i n g " . T h e r e a d e r w i l l n o t h a v e 
f o r g o t t e n F e u e r b a c h ' s i d e n t i c a l v i e w , w h i c h I h a v e q u o t e d 

•'• Plekhatiov is quoting from the French translation of Huxley's 
H u n t e , His L i f e and Philosophy,' i.e., Hume, sa vie, sa philosophie, p. 108. 
W e ai-e quoting from the original, p. 80.—Et/. 

** Ibid., p. 82. 
! *** Gf. also Chapter Three in his book L'dme et le systeme nerveux. 
Hygiene et pathologie.'Pnirh, 190<3. 
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a b o v e a n d w h i c h p e r t a i n s t o t h e s a m e p r o b l e m . T h i s v i e w c a n 
b e s u p p l e m e n t e d h e r e w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t : " I a m t h e 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l o b j e c t t o m y s e l f , " F e u e r b a c h s a y s , " b u t a p h y s ­
i o l o g i c a l o b j e c t t o o t h e r s . " - * I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , F o r e l ' s 
m a i n i d e a b o i l s d o w n t o t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
i s t h e " i n n e r r e f l e x o f c e r e b r a l a c t i v i t y " . * * T h i s v i e w i s 
a l r e a d y m a t e r i a l i s t . 

O b j e c t i n g t o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t s , t h e i d e a l i s t s a n d K a n t i a n s 
o f a l l k i n d s a n d v a r i e t i e s c l a i m t h a t w h a t w e a p p r e h e n d i s 
o n l y t h e mental a s p e c t o f t h e p h e n o m e n a t h a t F o r e l a n d 
F e u e r b a c h d e a l w i t h . T h i s o b j e c t i o n w a s e x c e l l e n t l y f o r ­
m u l a t e d b y S c h e l l i n g , w h o s a i d t h a t " t h e S p i r i t w i l l a l w a y s 
b e a n i s l a n d w h i c h o n e c a n n o t r e a c h f r o m t h e s p h e r e o f m a t ­
t e r , o t h e r w i s e t h a n b y a l e a p " . F o r e l i s w e l l a w a r e o f t h i s , 
b u t h e p r o v i d e s c o n v i n c i n g p r o o f t h a t s c i e n c e w o u l d b e a n 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y i f w e m a d e u p o u r m i n d s i n e a r n e s t n o t t o l e a v e 
t h e b o u n d s o f t h a t i s l a n d . " E v e r y m a n , " h e s a y s , " w o u l d 
h a v e o n l y t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f h i s o w n s u b j e c t i v i s m (hdtte nur 
die Psycholo^ie seines Subjectivismus) . . . a n d w o u l d p o s i ­
t i v e l y b e o b l i g e d t o d o u b t t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d 
a n d o f o t h e r people . " ' " ' ' ** S u c h d o u b t i s a b s u r d , h o w e v e r . * ' * * * 
" C o n c l u s i o n s a r r i v e d a t b y a n a l o g y , n a t u r a l - s c i e n t i f i c i n d u c ­
t i o n , a c o m p a r i s o n o f t h e e v i d e n c e p r o v i d e d b y o u r five s e n s e s , 
p r o v e t o u s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e e x t e r n a l w o r l d , o f o t h e r 
p e o p l e , a n d t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f t h e l a t t e r . L i k e w i s e t h e y p r o v e 
t o u s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f c o m p a r a t i v e p s y c h o l o g y , a n i m a l p s y ­
c h o l o g y . F i n a l l y , o u r o w n p s y c h o l o g y w o u l d b e i n c o m p r e h e n ­
s i b l e a n d f u l l o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i f w e c o n s i d e r e d i t a p a r t f r o m 

Werke, I I , 34S-49. 
D i e psychischcn Fdhigkeitcn der Amcisen,'ttc., Miinchen, 1901, S. 7. 

=••=••"• Ibid., pp. 7-8. 
=.'=.":••;• (Note to the German edition of 1910.) Moreover, on his return 
from exile, Chernyshevsky published an article "The Character of 
Human Knowledge", in which he proves, very wittily, that a person 
who doubts the existence of the external world should also doubt the 
fact of his own existence. Cherriyshevsky was always a faithful adherent 
of Feuerbach.3'' "The fundamental idea of his article can be expressed in 
the following words of Feuerbach-: " I am' not different from things and 
creatures without me, because I distinguish myself from them; I distin­
guish myself because I am different'from theni physically, organically, 
and in fact. Consciousness presupposes being, is merely conscious being, 
that-which-is as realised and jjresented in the mind." {Nachgelifssene 
Aphorismen in Grun's book, I I , S. 306.) 
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t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f o u r b r a i n ; f i r s t a n d f o r e m o s t , i t w o u l d s e e m 
a c o n t r a d i c t i o n o f t h e l a w o f t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f e n e r g y . " " ' 

F e u e r b a c h n o t o n l y r e v e a l s t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s t h a t i n e v i ­
t a b l y b e s e t t h o s e w h o r e j e c t t h e m a t e r i a l i s t s t a n d p o i n t , b u t 
a l s o s h o w s h o w t h e i d e a l i s t s r e a c h t h e i r " i s l a n d " . " I a m / 
t o m y s e l f , " h e s a y s , " a n d you t o a n o t h e r . B u t I a m s u c h a n 
/ o n l y a s a s e n s i b l e ( i . e . , m a t e r i a l — G . P . ) b e i n g - . T h e a b s t r a c t 
i n t e l l e c t i s o l a t e s t h i s b e i n g - f o r - o n e s e l f as S u b s t a n c e , t h e a t o m , 
e g o , G o d ; t h a t i s w h y , t o i t , t h e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n b e i n g -
f o r - o n e s e l f a n d b e i n g - f o r - a n o t h e r , i s a r b i t r a r y . T h a t w h i c h I 
t h i n k o f a s e x t r a - s e n s u o u s (ohne Sinnlichkeit), I t h i n k o f a s 
w i t h o u t a n d o u t s i d e a n y c o n n e c t i o n . " " ' " ' T h i s m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s a c c o m p a n i e d b y a n a n a l y s i s o f t h a t p r o c e s s 
o f a b s t r a c t i o n w h i c h l e d t o t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f H e g e l i a n l o g i c 
a s a n ontological d o c t r i n e . " ' ' " ' * 

H a d F e u e r b a c h p o s s e s s e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d b y 
p r e s e n t - d a y e t h n o l o g y , h e w o u l d h a v e b e e n a b l e t o a d d t h a t 
philosophical idealism d e s c e n d s , i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l s e n s e , f r o m 
t h e animism^ o f p r i m i t i v e p e o p l e s . T h i s w a s a l r e a d y p o i n t e d 
o u t b y E d w a r d T y l o r , " ' ' • ' ' • ' • " a n d c e r t a i n h i s t o r i a n s o f p h i l o s o p h y 
a r e b e g i n n i n g t o t a k e i t , i n p a r t , i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t h o u g h 
f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g m o r e as a c u r i o s i t y t h a n a f a c t f r o m t h e 
h i s t o r y o f c u l t u r e , a n d o f t r e m e n d o u s t h e o r e t i c a l a n d c o g n i ­
t i v e s ign i f i cance . " ' " ' ' ' ' " ' * 

T h e s e i d e a s a n d a r g u m e n t s o f F e u e r b a c h ' s w e r e n o t o n l y 
w e l l k n o w n t o M a r x a n d E n g e l s a n d g i v e n c a r e f u l t h o u g h t b y 

D i e psychischen Fdhigkeiten, same page. 
Werke, I I , 322. I highly recommend these words of Feuerbach's 

to the attention of Mr. Bogdanov. Cf. also p. 263. 
"Der absolute Geist Hegel's ist nichts Anderes als der abstrakte, 

von sich selbst abgesonderte sogenannte endliche Geist, wie das unend-
liche Wesen der Theologie nichts Anderes ist, als das abstrakte endliche 
•Wesen." Werke, I I , 263.35 

L a civilisation primitive. Paris, 1876, tome I I , p. 143. It should, 
however, be observed that Feuerbach made a truly masterly surmise in 
this matter. He said; "Dcv Bcgriff des Objects ist urspriinglich gar nichts 
Anderes als der Begriff eines andern Ich,—so fasst der Mensch in der 
Kindheit alle Dinge als freithatige, willkiirliche Wesen auf, daher ist 
der Begriff des Objects iiberhaupt vermittelt durch den Begriff des Du 
das gegenstandliche Ich." I I , 321-22. 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) Sec Theodore Gomperz, 
Les pemeurs de l a Grece, trad, par. Aug. Reymond, Lausanne, 1905, 
tome I I , pp. 414-15.3' 
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t h e m , b u t i n d u b i t a b l y a n d i n c o n s i d e r a b l e m e a s u r e h e l p e d 
i n t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e i r w o r l d - o u t l o o k . I f E n g e l s l a t e r h a d 
t h e g r e a t e s t c o n t e m p t f o r p o s t - F e u e r b a c h i a n G e r m a n p h i l o s ­
o p h y , i t w a s b e c a u s e t h a t p h i l o s o p h y , i n h i s o p i n i o n , m e r e l y 
r e s u s c i t a t e d t h e o l d p h i l o s o p h i c a l e r r o r s a l r e a d y r e v e a l e d b y 
F e u e r b a c h . T h a t , i n d e e d , w a s t h e case . N o t o n e o f t h e l a t e s t 
c r i t i c s o f m a t e r i a l i s m h a s b r o u g h t f o r w a r d a s i n g l e a r g u m e n t 
t h a t w a s n o t r e f u t e d e i t h e r b y F e u e r b a c h h i m s e l f o r , b e f o r e 
h i m , b y t h e F r e n c h m a t e r i a l i s t s " ' ; b u t t o t h e " c r i t i c s o f M a r x " 
t o E . B e r n s t e i n , C . S c h m i d t , B . C r o c e a n d t h e l i k e — " t h e 
p a u p e r ' s b r o t h o f e c l e c t i c i s m " ^ ^ o f t h e m o s t u p - t o - d a t e G e r ­
m a n s o - c a l l e d p h i l o s o p h y s e e m s a p e r f e c t l y n e w d i s h ; t h e y 
h a v e f e d o n i t , a n d , s e e i n g t h a t E n g e l s d i d n o t see fit t o a d ­
d r e s s h i m s e l f t o i t , t h e y i m a g i n e d t h a t h e w a s "evading' a n y 
a n a l y s i s o f a n a r g u m e n t a t i o n h e h a d l o n g a g o c o n s i d e r e d , 
a n d f o u n d a b s o l u t e l y w o r t h l e s s . T h a t i s a n o l d s t o r y , b u t o n e 
t h a t i s a l w a y s n e w . R a t s w i l l n e v e r s t o p t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e c a t 
i s f a r stronger t h a n t h e l i o n . 

I n r e c o g n i s i n g t h e s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t y — a n d , i n p a r t , a l s o 
t h e i d e n t i t y — i n t h e v i e w s o f F e u e r b a c h a n d A . F o r e l , w e 
s h a l l , h o w e v e r , n o t e t h a t w h i l e t h e l a t t e r i s f a r b e t t e r i n ­
f o r m e d i n n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , F e u e r b a c h h a d t h e a d v a n t a g e o f a 
t h o r o u g h k n o w l e d g e o f p h i l o s o p h y . T h a t i s w h y F o r e l m a k e s 
m i s t a k e s w e d o n o t find I n F e u e r b a c h . F o r e l c a l l s h i s t h e o r y 
t h e psycho-physiological theory of identity''''" T o t h i s n o 
o b j e c t i o n o f a n y s i g n i f i c a n c e c a n b e r a i s e d , b e c a u s e a l l t e r ­
m i n o l o g y i s c o n v e n t i o n a l . H o w e v e r , s i n c e t h e t h e o r y o f i d e n ­
t i t y o n c e f o r m e d t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f a n a b s o l u t e l y d e f i n i t e 
i d e a l i s t p h i l o s o p h y , ' ^ * ' F o r e l w o u l d h a v e d o n e w e l l t o h a v e 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y , b o l d l y a n d s i m p l y d e c l a r e d h i s t h e o r y t o 
b e materialist. H e s e e m s t o h a v e p r e s e r v e d c e r t a i n p r e j u d i c e s 
a g a i n s t m a t e r i a l i s m , a n d t h e r e f o r e c h o s e a n o t h e r n a m e . T h a t 
i s w h y I t h i n k i t n e c e s s a r y t o n o t e t h a t identity in the Forelian 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) Feuerbach called "cud-
chewers" (Wiederkduer) those thinkers who tried to revive an obsolete 
philosophy. Unfortunately, such people are particularly numerous today, 
and have created an extensive literature in Germany, and partly in 
France. They are now beginning to multiply in Russia as well. 

See his article "Die psychophysiologische Identitatstheoric als 
wissenschaftliches Postulat", in the symposium Festschrift I , Rosenthal, 
Leipzig, 1906, erster Teil, S. 119-32.33 
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sense h a s n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n w i t h identity in the idealist 
sense. 

T h e " c r i t i c s o f M a r x " d o n o t k n o w e v e n t h i s . I n h i s p o l e m i c 
w i t h m e , C . S c h m i d t a s c r i b e d t o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t s p r e c i s e l y t h e 
i d e a l i s t d o c t r i n e o f i d e n t i t y . I n a c t u a l f a c t , m a t e r i a l i s m 
r e c o g n i s e s t h e unity o f s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t , n o t t h e i r i d e n t i t y . 
T h i s w a s w e l l s h o w n b y t h e s e l f s a m e F e u e r b a c h . 

A c c o r d i n g t o F e u e r b a c h , t h e u n i t y o f s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t , 
o f t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , m a k e s s e n s e o n l y w h e n m a n i s t a k e n 
as t h e b a s i s o f t h a t u n i t y . T h i s h a s a s p e c i a l k i n d o f " h u m a n ­
i s t " s o u n d t o i t , a n d m o s t s t u d e n t s o f F e u e r b a c h h a v e n o t 
f o u n d i t n e c e s s a r y t o g i v e t h o u g h t t o how m a n s e r v e s as t h e 
b a s i s o f t h e u n i t y o f t h e o p p o s i t e s j u s t m e n t i o n e d . I n a c t u a l 
f a c t , t h i s i s h o w F e u e r b a c h u n d e r s t o o d t h e m a t t e r : " I t i s o n l y 
w h e n t h i n k i n g i s n o t a subject for itself, b u t t h e p r e d i c a t e o f 
a r e a l ( i . e . , m a t e r i a l — G . P . ) b e i n g t h a t t h o u g h t i s n o t s o m e ­
t h i n g s e p a r a t e d f r o m b e i n g . " ' ' " T h e q u e s t i o n n o w i s : w h e r e , i n 
w h i c h p h i l o s o p h i c a l s y s t e m s , i s t h i n k i n g a " s u b j e c t f o r i t s e l f " , 
t h a t i s t o s a y , s o m e t h i n g i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e b o d i l y e x i s t e n c e 
o f a t h i n k i n g i n d i v i d u a l ? T h e a n s w e r i s c l e a r : i n s y s t e m s t h a t 
a r e idealist. T h e i d e a l i s t s first c o n v e r t t h i n k i n g i n t o a s e l f -
c o n t a i n e d e s s e n c e , i n d e p e n d e n t o f m a n ( " t h e s u b j e c t f o r 
i t s e l f " ) , a n d t h e n a s s e r t t h a t i t i s i n t h a t e s s e n c e t h a t t h e 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g i s r e s o l v e d , f o r t h e 
v e r y r e a s o n t h a t s e p a r a t e a n d i n d e p e n d e n t b e i n g i s a p r o p e r t y 
o f t h a t i n d e p e n d e n t - o f - m a t t e r essence.""'' ' I n d e e d , t h e c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n i s r e s o l v e d i n t h a t e s s e n c e . I n t h a t c a se , w h a t i s t h a t 
e s s e n c e ? I t i s thinking, a n d t h i s t h i n k i n g e x i s t s — w — i n d e p e n ­
d e n t l y o f a n y t h i n g e l s e . S u c h a r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e c o n t r a d i c ­
t i o n i s a p u r e l y f o r m a l o n e , w h i c h , as w e h a v e a l r e a d y p o i n t e d 
o u t , i s a c h i e v e d o n l y b y e l i m i n a t i n g o n e o f i t s e l e m e n t s , 
n a m e l y , b e i n g , a s s o m e t h i n g i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h i n k i n g . B e i n g 
p r o v e s t o b e a s i m p l e p r o p e r t y o f t h i n k i n g , so t h a t w h e n 
w e s a y t h a t a g i v e n o b j e c t e x i s t s , w e m e a n t h a t i t e x i s t s o n l y 

* W e r k e , I I , 340.«1 
(Note to the German edition of 1910.) Ernst Mach and his fol­

lowers act in exactly the same way. First they transform sensation into 
an independent essence, non-contingent upon the sensing body—an 
essence which they call an element. Then they declare that this essence 
contains the resolution of the contradiction between being and thinking, 
subject and object. This reveals the grossness of the error committed 
by those who assert that Mach is close to Marx. 
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i n o u r t h i n k i n g . T h a t i s h o w t h e m a t t e r w a s u n d e r s t o o d b y 
S c h e l l i n g , f o r e x a m p l e . T o h i m , t h i n k i n g w a s t h e a b s o l u t e 
p r i n c i p l e f r o m w h i c h t h e r e a l w o r l d , i . e . , N a t u r e a n d t h e 
" f i n i t e " s p i r i t , f o l l o w e d o f n e c e s s i t y . B u t how d i d i t f o l l o w ? 
W h a t w a s m e a n t b y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e r e a l w o r l d ? N o t h i n g 
b u t e x i s t e n c e i n t h i n k i n g . T o S c h e l l i n g , the Universe was 
merely ihe self-contemplation of the Absolute Spirit. W e see 
t h e s a m e t h i n g i n H e g e l . F e u e r b a c h , h o w e v e r , w a s n o t s a t i s ­
fied w i t h s u c h a p u r e l y f o r m a l r e s o l v i n g o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g . H e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e r e i s n o 
— t h e r e c a n b e no—thinking independent of man, i . e . , o f a n 
a c t u a l a n d m a t e r i a l c r e a t u r e . T h i n k i n g i s a c t i v i t y o f t h e b r a i n . 
T o q u o t e F e u e r b a c h : " B u t t h e b r a i n i s t h e o r g a n o f t h i n k i n g 
o n l y a s l o n g as i t i s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e h u m a n h e a d a n d 
b o d y . " * 

W e n o w see i n w h a t s e n s e F e u e r b a c h c o n s i d e r s m a n t h e 
b a s i s o f t h e u n i t y o f b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g . M a n i s t h a t b a s i s i n 
t h e s e n s e t h a t h e i s n o t h i n g b u t a m a t e r i a l b e i n g t h a t p o s ­
sesses t h e a b i l i t y t o t h i n k . I f h e i s s u c h a b e i n g , t h e n i t i s c l e a r 
t h a t n o n e o f t h e e l e m e n t s o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s e l i m i n a t e d — 
n e i t h e r b e i n g n o r t h i n k i n g , " m a t t e r " o r " s p i r i t " , s u b j e c t o r 
o b j e c t . T h e y a r e a l l c o m b i n e d i n h i m as t h e s u b j e c t - o b j e c t . 
" I e x i s t , a n d I t h i n k . . . o n l y a s a s u b j e c t - o b j e c t , " F e u e r b a c h 
s a y s . 

T o b e d o e s n o t m e a n t o e x i s t i n t h o u g h t . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , 
F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y i s f a r c l e a r e r t h a n t h a t o f J . D i e t z g e n . 
A s F e u e r b a c h p u t i t : " T o p r o v e t h a t s o m e t h i n g e x i s t s m e a n s 
t o p r o v e t h a t i t i s n o t s o m e t h i n g t h a t e x i s t s o n l y i n t h o u g h t . ' " ' " " " 
T h i s i s p e r f e c t l y t r u e , b u t i t m e a n s t h a t the unity of thinking 
and being does not and cannot in any way mean their 
identity. 

T h i s i s o n e o f t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e s d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
m a t e r i a l i s m f r o m i d e a l i s m . 

I V 
W h e n p e o p l e s a y t h a t , f o r a c e r t a i n p e r i o d , M a r x a n d 

E n g e l s w e r e f o l l o w e r s o f F e u e r b a c h , i t i s o f t e n i n f e r r e d t h a t , 
w h e n t h a t p e r i o d e n d e d , M a r x a n d E n g e l s ' s w o r l d - o u t l o o k 

••• W e r k e , U, 362-63. 
W e r k e , X , 187." 
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c h a n g e d c o n s i d e r a b l y , a n d b e c a m e q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m F e u e r -
b a c h ' s . T h a t i s h o w t h e m a t t e r i s v i e w e d b y K a r l D i e h l , w h o 
f i n d s t h a t F e u e r b a c h ' s i n f l u e n c e o n M a r x i s u s u a l l y h i g h l y 
e x a g g e r a t e d / ' " T h i s i s a g r o s s m i s t a k e . W h e n t h e y c e a s e d 
b e i n g f o l l o w e r s o f F e u e r b a c h , M a r x a n d E n g e l s d i d n o t a t 
a l l c ea se f r o m s h a r i n g a v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f h i s p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l v i e w s . T h e b e s t p r o o f o f t h i s i s t h e T h e s e s w h i c h 
M a r x w r o t e i n c r i t i c i s m o f Feuerbach . ' ^ -^ T h e T h e s e s i n n o 
w a y e l i m i n a t e t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p r o p o s i t i o n s i n F e u e r b a c h ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y , b u t o n l y c o r r e c t t h e m , a n d — w h a t i s m o s t i m ­
p o r t a n t — c a l l f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n m o r e c o n s i s t e n t ( t h a n F e u e r ­
b a c h ' s ) i n e x p l a i n i n g t h e r e a l i t y t h a t s u r r o u n d s m a n , a n d 
i n p a r t i c u l a r h i s o w n a c t i v i t y . I t i s n o t t h i n k i n g t h a t 
d e t e r m i n e s b e i n g , b u t b e i n g t h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h i n k i n g . T h a t 
i s t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t h o u g h t i n a l l o f F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y . 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s m a d e t h a t t h o u g h t t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e 
m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y . T h e m a t e r i a l i s m o f M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s i s a f a r m o r e d e v e l o p e d d o c t r i n e t h a n F e u e r b a c h ' s . 
T h e m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w s o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s , h o w e v e r , d e v e l ­
o p e d i n t h e d i r e c t i o n i n d i c a t e d b y t h e i n n e r l o g i c o f F e u e r ­
b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y . T h a t i s w h y t h e s e v i e w s w i l l n o t a l w a y s 
b e f u l l y c l e a r — e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e i r p h i l o s o p h i c a l a s p e c t — t o 
t h o s e w h o w i l l n o t g o t o t h e t r o u b l e o f f i n d i n g o u t j u s t w h i c h 
p a r t o f t h e F e u e r b a c h i a n p h i l o s o p h y b e c a m e i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 
t h e w o r l d - o u t l o o k o f t h e f o u n d e r s o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m . A n d 
i f t h e r e a d e r m e e t s a n y o n e w h o i s m u c h t a k e n u p w i t h t h e 
p r o b l e m o f finding " p h i l o s o p h i c a l s u b s t a n t i a t i o n " f o r h i s t o r ­
i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , h e m a y w e l l b e s u r e t h a t t h i s w i s e m o r t a l 
i s v e r y m u c h d e f i c i e n t i n t h e r e s p e c t I h a v e j u s t m e n t i o n e d . 

B u t l e t u s r e t u r n t o t h e s u b j e c t . A l r e a d y i n h i s T h i r d 
T h e s i s o n F e u e r b a c h , M a r x t a c k l e d t h e m o s t d i f f i c u l t o f a l l 
t h e p r o b l e m s h e w a s t o r e s o l v e i n t h e s p h e r e o f s o c i a l m a n ' s 
h i s t o r i c a l " p r a c t i c e " , w i t h t h e a i d o f t h e c o r r e c t c o n c e p t o f t h e 
u n i t y o f s u b j e c t a n d o b j e c t , w h i c h F e u e r b a c h h a d d e v e l o p e d . 
T h e T h e s i s r e a d s : " T h e m a t e r i a l i s t d o c t r i n e t h a t m e n a r e 
p r o d u c t s o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d u p b r i n g i n g . . . f o r g e t s t h a t i t 
i s m e n t h a t c h a n g e c i r c u m s t a n c e s a n d t h a t t h e e d u c a t o r h i m ­
s e l f n e e d s e d u c a t i n g . O n c e t h i s p r o b l e m i s s o l v e d , t h e 
" s e c r e t " o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y h a s b e e n 

H a n d w d r t e r b u c h der Staatswissenschaften, V , S. 708. 
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u n c o v e r e d . B u t F e u e r b a c h w a s u n a b l e t o s o l v e i t . I n h i s t o r y , 
h e — l i k e t h e F r e n c h 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y m a t e r i a l i s t s h e h a d so m u c h 
i n c o m m o n w i t h — r e m a i n e d a n idealist:' H e r e M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s h a d t o s t a r t f r o m s c r a t c h , m a k i n g u s e o f t h e t h e o r e t ­
i c a l m a t e r i a l t h a t h a d b e e n a c c u m u l a t e d b y s o c i a l s c i e n c e , 
c h i e f l y b y t h e F r e n c h h i s t o r i a n s o f t h e R e s t o r a t i o n p e r i o d . B u t 
e v e n h e r e , F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y p r o v i d e d t h e m w i t h s o m e 
v a l u a b l e p o i n t e r s . " A r t , r e l i g i o n , p h i l o s o p h y , a n d s c i e n c e , " 
F e u e r b a c h s a y s , " a r e b u t t h e m a n i f e s t a t i o n o r r e v e l a t i o n o f 
g e n u i n e h u m a n essence.'"'""' H e n c e i t f o l l o w s t h a t t h e " h u m a n 
e s s e n c e " c o n t a i n s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n o f a l l i d e o l o g i e s , i . e . , t h a t 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e l a t t e r i s c o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f t h e " h u m a n e s s e n c e " . W h a t i s t h a t e s s e n c e ? " M a n ' s 
e s s e n c e , " F e u e r b a c h r e p l i e s , " i s o n l y i n c o m m u n i t y , i n M a n ' s 
u n i t y w i t h Man . ' " ' " ' ' " ' ' " T h i s i s v e r y v a g u e , a n d h e r e w e see a 
b o r d e r l i n e t h a t F e u e r b a c h d i d n o t cross."' '" '" ' ' H o w e v e r , i t i s 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) This accounts for the 
reservations always made by Feuerbach when speaking of materialism. 
For instance: "When I go backward from this point, I am in complete 
agreement with the materialists; when I go forward, I differ from them" 
[Nachgelassene Aphorismen in K . Grun's book, I I , S. 308). T h e meaning 
of this statement wil l be seen from the following words, " I , too, recog­
nise the Idea, but only in the sphere of mankind, politics, morals, and 
philosophy" (Griin, I I , S. 307). But whence Idea in politics and morals? 
This question is not answered by our "recognising" the Idea. 

W e r k e , I I , 343. 
=••=••••• W e r k c , I I , 344. 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) Incidentally, Feuerbach too 
thinks that the "human being" is created by history. I'hus he says: " I 
think only as a subject educated by history, generalised, united with 
the whole, with the genus, the spirit of world history. My thoughts do 
not have their beginning and basis directly in my particular subjectivity, 
but are the outcome; their beginning and their basis are those of world 
history itself" (K. Gri in, I I , S. 309). Thus we see in Feuerbach the 
embryo of a materialist understanding of history. I n this respect, how­
ever, he does not go further than Hegel (see my article "For the 
Sixtieth Anniversary of Hegel's Death", N e u e Zeit, 1890), and even 
lags behind him. Together with Hegel, he stresses the significance of 
what the great German idealist called the geographic basis of world 
history. "The course of the history of mankind," he says, "is of course 
prescribed to it, since man follows the course of Nature, the course 
taken by streams. Men go wherever they find room, and the kind of 
place that suits them best. Men settle in a particular locality, and are 
conditioned by the place they live in. The essence of India is the 
essence of the Hindu. What he is, what he has become, is merely the 
product of the East-Indian sun, the East-Indian air, the East-Indian 
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b e y o n d t h a t b o r d e r l i n e t h a t t h e r e g i o n o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t 
e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y , a r e g i o n d i s c o v e r e d b y M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s , b e g i n s ; t h a t e x p l a n t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h e c a u s e s w h i c h 
i n t h e c o u r s e o f h i s t o r y , d e t e r m i n e t h e " c o m m u n i t y , M a n ' s 
u n i t y w i t h M a n " , i . e . , t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s t h a t m e n e n t e r 
i n t o . T h i s b o r d e r l i n e n o t o n l y separates M a r x f r o m F e u e r ­
b a c h , b u t t e s t i f i e s t o h i s closeness t o t h e l a t t e r . 

T h e s i x t h T h e s i s o n F e u e r b a c h s a y s t h a t human essence is 
the ensemble of the social relations. T h i s i s f a r m o r e d e f i n i t e 
t h a n w h a t F e u e r b a c h h i m s e l f s a i d , a n d t h e c l o s e g e n e t i c l i n k 
b e t w e e n M a r x ' s w o r l d - o u t l o o k a n d F e u e r b a c h ' s p h i l o s o p h y 
i s h e r e r e v e a l e d w i t h p r o b a b l y g r e a t e r c l a r i t y t h a n a n y w h e r e 
e l s e . 

W h e n M a r x w r o t e t h i s T h e s i s h e a l r e a d y k n e w , n o t o n l y 
t h e d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h t h e s o l u t i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m s h o u l d b e 
s o u g h t , b u t t h e s o l u t i o n i t s e l f . I n h i s Critique of Hegel's 
Philosophy of Right h e s h o w e d t h a t n o m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s o f 
p e o p l e i n s o c i e t y , " n e i t h e r l e g a l r e l a t i o n s n o r p o l i t i c a l f o r m s 
c o u l d b e c o m p r e h e n d e d w h e t h e r b y t h e m s e l v e s o r o n t h e 
b a s i s o f a s o - c a l l e d g e n e r a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e h u m a n m i n d , 
b u t t h a t , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e y o r i g i n a t e i n t h e m a t e r i a l c o n ­
d i t i o n s o f l i f e , t h e t o t a l i t y o f w h i c h H e g e l , f o l l o w i n g t h e 
e x a m p l e o f E n g l i s h a n d F r e n c h t h i n k e r s o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y , e m b r a c e s w i t h i n t h e t e r m ' c i v i l s o c i e t y ; t h a t t h e 
a n a t o m y o f t h i s c i v i l s o c i e t y , h o w e v e r , h a s t o b e s o u g h t i n 
p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y . " * ^ 

I t n o w r e m a i n e d o n l y t o e x p l a i n t h e o r i g i n a n d d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f t h e economy t o o b t a i n a f u l l s o l u t i o n o f a p r o b l e m 
t h a t m a t e r i a l i s m h a d b e e n u n a b l e t o c o p e w i t h f o r c e n t u r i e s 
o n e n d . T h a t e x p l a n a t i o n w a s p r o v i d e d b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s . 

I t s t a n d s t o r e a s o n t h a t , w h e n I s p e a k o f t h e full solution 
o f t h a t g r e a t p r o b l e m , I a m r e f e r r i n g o n l y t o i t s g e n e r a l o r 
algebraic solution, w h i c h m a t e r i a l i s m c o u l d n o t find i n t h e 
c o u r s e o f c e n t u r i e s . I t s t a n d s t o r e a s o n t h a t , w h e n I s p e a k 
o f a full s o l u t i o n , I a m r e f e r r i n g , n o t t o t h e arithmetic o f 
s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , b u t t o i t s algebra; not to the causes of 
individual phenomena, but to how the discovery of those 

water, the East-Indian animals and plants. H o w could man originally 
appear if not out of Nature? Men, who become acclimatised to any 
kind of nature, have sprung from Nature, which tolerates no extremes" 
[Nachgelassene Aphorismen, K. Griin, II, S. 330). 
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causes should be approached. A n d t h a t m e a n s t h a t t h e m a t e ­
r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y w a s p r i m a r i l y o f methodological 
significance. E n g e l s w a s f u l l y a w a r e o f t h i s w h e n h e w r o t e : 
" W h a t w e n e e d i s n o t s o m u c h c r u d e r e s u l t s a s s t u d i e s [das 
Studium); r e s u l t s a r e m e a n i n g l e s s i f t h e y a r e t a k e n a p a r t 
f r o m t h e d e v e l o p m e n t t h a t l e a d s u p t o t h e m . " " ' T h i s , h o w e v e r , 
i s s o m e t i m e s n o t u n d e r s t o o d e i t h e r b y " c r i t i c s " o f M a r x , w h o m , 
a s t h e y s a y , m a y G o d f o r g i v e , o r b y s o m e o f h i s " f o l l o w e r s " , 
w h i c h i s m u c h w o r s e . M i c h e l a n g e l o o n c e s a i d o f h i m s e l f , 
" M y k n o w l e d g e w i l l e n g e n d e r a m u l t i t u d e o f i g n o r a m u s e s . " 
T h e s e w o r d s h a v e r e g r e t t a b l y p r o v e d p r o p h e t i c . T o d a y 
Marx's knowledge i s e n g e n d e r i n g i g n o r a m u s e s . T h e f a u l t 
l i e s , n o t w i t h M a r x , b u t w i t h t h o s e w h o t a l k r u b b i s h w h i l e 
i n v o k i n g h i s n a m e . F o r s u c h r u b b i s h t o b e a v o i d e d , a n u n ­
d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e methodological significance of historical 
materialism i s n e c e s s a r y . 

V 

I n g e n e r a l , o n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t s e r v i c e s r e n d e r e d t o m a t e ­
r i a l i s m b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s l i e s i n t h e i r e l a b o r a t i o n o f a 
correct method. F e u e r b a c h , w h o c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s e f f o r t s o n 
t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e j / > e c u Z a i i u e e l e m e n t i n H e g e l ' s p h i l o s ­
o p h y , h a d l i t t l e a p p r e c i a t i o n o f i t s dialectical e l e m e n t , a n d 
m a d e l i t t l e u s e o f i t . " T r u e d i a l e c t i c , " h e s a i d , " i s n o m o n o ­
l o g u e b y a s o l i t a r y t h i n k e r w i t h h i m s e l f ; i t i s a d i a l o g u e 
b e t w e e n t h e ego a n d t h e tu.''"'* I n t h e first p l a c e , h o w e v e r , 
H e g e l ' s d i a l e c t i c d i d n o t s i g n i f y a " m o n o l o g u e b y a s o l i t a r y 
t h i n k e r w i t h h i m s e l f " ; a n d , s e c o n d l y , F e u e r b a c h ' s r e m a r k g i v e s 
a c o r r e c t d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e starting-point of philosophy, but 
not of its method. T h i s g a p w a s filled b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s , 
w h o u n d e r s t o o d t h a t i t w o u l d b e m i s t a k e n , i n w a g i n g a s t r u g ­
g l e a g a i n s t H e g e l ' s s p e c u l a t i v e p h i l o s o p h y , t o i g n o r e h i s d i a ­
l e c t i c . S o m e c r i t i c s h a v e d e c l a r e d t h a t , d u r i n g t h e y e a r s i m ­
m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g h i s b r e a k w i t h i d e a l i s m , M a r x w a s h i g h l y 
i n d i f f e r e n t t o d i a l e c t i c t o o . T h o u g h t h i s o p i n i o n m a y s e e m 
t o h a v e s o m e s e m b l a n c e o f p l a u s i b i l i t y , i t i s c o n t r o v e r t e d b y 
t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d f a c t t h a t , i n t h e Deutsch-Franzdsischen 

" Nachlass, I, 477.«6 
Werke, II, 345. 
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Jahrhiichern, E n g e l s w a s a l r e a d y s p e a k i n g o f t h e m e t h o d 
a s t h e s o u l o f t h e n e w s y s t e m o f v i e w s . ' ' " 

I n a n y c a s e , t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f La Misere de la philosophie 
l e a v e s n o r o o m f o r d o u b t t h a t , a t t h e t i m e o f h i s p o l e m i c w i t h 
P r o u d h o n , M a r x w a s v e r y w e l l a w a r e o f t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e 
o f t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d a n d k n e w h o w t o m a k e g o o d u s e 
o f i t . M a r x ' s v i c t o r y i n t h i s c o n t r o v e r s y w a s o n e b y a m a n 
a b l e t o t h i n k d i a l e c t i c a l l y , o v e r o n e w h o h a d n e v e r b e e n a b l e 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e n a t u r e o f d i a l e c t i c , b u t w a s t r y i n g t o a p p l y 
i t s m e t h o d t o a n a n a l y s i s o f c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . T h i s s a m e 
s e c o n d p a r t o f La Misere de la philosophie s h o w s t h a t d i a l e c ­
t i c , w h i c h w i t h H e g e l w a s o f a p u r e l y i d e a l i s t n a t u r e a n d h a d 
r e m a i n e d s o w i t h P r o u d h o n ( s o f a r a s h e h a d a s s i m i l a t e d i t ) , 
w a s p l a c e d o n a materialist foundation b y M a r x . " " ' " ' 

" T o H e g e l , " M a r x w r o t e s u b s e q u e n t l y , d e s c r i b i n g h i s 
m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c , " t h e l i f e - p r o c e s s o f t h e h u m a n b r a i n , i . e . , 
t h e p r o c e s s o f t h i n k i n g , w h i c h , u n d e r t h e n a m e o f ' t h e i d e a ' 
h e e v e n t r a n s f o r m s i n t o a n i n d e p e n d e n t s u b j e c t , i s t h e d e m i -
u r g o s o f t h e r e a l w o r l d , a n d t h e r e a l w o r l d i s o n l y t h e e x t e r ­
n a l , p h e n o m e n a l f o r m o f ' t h e I d e a ' . W i t h m e , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , 
t h e i d e a l i s n o t h i n g e l s e t h a n t h e m a t e r i a l w o r l d r e f l e c t e d b y 
t h e h u m a n m i n d , a n d t r a n s l a t e d i n t o f o r m s o f t h o u g h t . ' " ^ ^ 
T h i s d e s c r i p t i o n i m p l i e s f u l l a g r e e m e n t w i t h F e u e r b a c h , 
f i r s t l y i n t h e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s H e g e l ' s " I d e a " , a n d , s e c o n d l y , 
i n t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h i n k i n g t o b e i n g . T h e H e g e l i a n d i a l e c t i c 
c o u l d b e " t u r n e d r i g h t s i d e u p " only b y o n e w h o w a s c o n ­
v i n c e d o f t h e s o u n d n e s s o f t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e o f F e u e r b a c h ' s 

Engels was not referring to himself but to al l who shared his 
views. " W i r bediirfen. . . , " he said; there can be no doubt that Marx 
was one of those who shared his views. 

See Part I I of L a M i s e r e de l a p h i l o s o p h i e . Notes I and 2 " 
(Addendum to the German edition of 1910.) It should however be 
noted that Feuerbach too criticised Hegelian dialectic from the mate­
rialist viewpoint. " W h a t kind of dialectic is it ," he asked, "that con­
tradicts natural origin and development? How do matters stand with 
its 'necessity'? Where is the 'objectivity' of a psychology, of a philos­
ophy in general, which abstracts itself from the only categorical and 
imperative, fundamental and solid objectivity, that of physical Nature, 
a philosophy which considers that its ultimate aim, absolute truth and 
fulfilment of the spirit lie in a full departure from that Nature, and in 
an absolute subjectivcness, unrestricted by any Fichteian non-ego, or 
Kantian thing-in-itself" (K. Grijn, I , S. 399). 
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p h i l o s o p h y , v i z . , t h a t i t i s n o t t h i n k i n g t h a t d e t e r m i n e s b e i n g , 
b u t b e i n g t h a t d e t e r m i n e s t h i n k i n g . 

M a n y p e o p l e c o n f u s e d i a l e c t i c w i t h t h e d o c t r i n e o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t ; d i a l e c t i c i s , i n f a c t , s u c h a d o c t r i n e . H o w e v e r , i t d i f ­
f e r s s u b s t a n t i a l l y f r o m t h e v u l g a r " t h e o r y o f e v o l u t i o n " , 
w h i c h i s c o m p l e t e l y b a s e d o n t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t neither 
Nature nor history proceeds in leaps and that all changes in 
the world take place by degrees. H e g e l h a d a l r e a d y s h o w n 
t h a t , u n d e r s t o o d i n s u c h a w a y , t h e d o c t r i n e o f d e v e l o p m e n t 
w a s u n s o u n d a n d r i d i c u l o u s . 

" W h e n p e o p l e w a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e rise o r disappear­
ance o f a n y t h i n g , " h e s a y s i n V o l u m e I o f h i s Wissenschaft 
der Logik, " t h e y u s u a l l y i m a g i n e t h a t t h e y a c h i e v e c o m p r e ­
h e n s i o n t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m o f a c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e gradual 
character o f t h a t r i s e o r d i s a p p e a r a n c e . H o w e v e r , c h a n g e s 
i n b e i n g t a k e p l a c e , n o t o n l y b y a t r a n s i t i o n o f o n e q u a n t i t y 
i n t o a n o t h e r , b u t a l s o b y a t r a n s i t i o n o f q u a l i t a t i v e d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n t o q u a n t i t a t i v e , a n d , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , b y a t r a n s i t i o n t h a t 
interrupts gradualness, a n d s u b s t i t u t e s o n e p h e n o m e n o n f o r 
a n o t h e r " . " " A n d e v e r y t i m e gradualness is interrupted, a leap 
t a k e s p l a c e . H e g e l g o e s o n t o s h o w b y a n u m b e r o f e x a m p l e s 
h o w o f t e n leaps take place both in Nature and in history, 
a n d h e e x p o s e s t h e r i d i c u l o u s l o g i c a l e r r o r u n d e r l y i n g t h e 
v u l g a r " t h e o r y o f e v o l u t i o n " . " U n d e r l y i n g t h e d o c t r i n e o f 
g r a d u a l n e s s , " h e r e m a r k s , " i s t h e c o n c e p t i o n t h a t w h a t i s 
a r i s i n g a l r e a d y e x i s t s i n r e a l i t y , a n d r e m a i n s u n o b s e r v e d o n l y 
b e c a u s e o f i t s s m a l l d i m e n s i o n s . I n l i k e m a n n e r , p e o p l e , w h e n 
t h e y s p e a k o f g r a d u a l d e s t r u c t i o n , i m a g i n e t h a t t h e n o n - e x i s ­
t e n c e o f t h e p h e n o m e n o n i n q u e s t i o n , o r t h e p h e n o m e n o n 
t h a t i s t o t a k e i t s p l a c e , i s a n a c c o m p l i s h e d f a c t , a l t h o u g h i t 
i s a s y e t i m p e r c e p t i b l e . . . . B u t t h i s c a n o n l y s u p p r e s s a n y 
n o t i o n o f a r i s i n g a n d d e s t r u c t i o n . . . . T o e x p l a i n a p p e a r a n c e 
o r d e s t r u c t i o n b y t h e g r a d u a l n e s s o f t h e c h a n g e m e a n s r e d u c ­
i n g t h e w h o l e m a t t e r t o a b s u r d t a u t o l o g y a n d t o i m a g i n i n g 
i n a n a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e s t a t e ( i . e . , a s a l r e a d y a r i s e n o r a l r e a d y 
d e s t r o y e d . — G . P . ) t h a t w h i c h i s i n t h e c o u r s e o f a p p e a r i n g 
o r b e i n g d e s t r o y e d . " ' • " ' ' " 

W i s s e n s c h a f t dcr L o g i k , erster Band, Nuremberg, 1812, S. 313-14. 
Regarding the matter of "leaps" see my pamphlet M r . T i k h o m i r o v ' s 

G r i e f , St. Petersburg, M . Malykh's Publishing House, pp. C - H . ^ " 
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T h i s d i a l e c t i c a l v i e w o f H e g e l ' s as t o t h e i n c v i l a b i l i t y of 
leaps i n the process of development w a s a d o p t e d i n f u l l b y 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s . I t w a s d e v e l o p e d i n d e t a i l e d f a s h i o n b y 
E n g e l s i n h i s p o l e m i c w i t h D i i h r i n g , a n d h e r e h e " t u r n e d i t 
r i g h t s i d e u p " , t h a t i s t o s a y , o n a m a t e r i a l i s t f o u n d a t i o n . 

T h u s h e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e t r a n s i t i o n f r o m o n e f o r m o f 
e n e r g y t o a n o t h e r c a n n o t t a k e p l a c e o t h e r w i s e t h a n b y m e a n s 
o f a l e a p ' ' T h u s h e s o u g h t , i n m o d e r n c h e m i s t r y , a c o n f i r ­
m a t i o n o f t h e d i a l e c t i c a l t h e o r e m o f t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f 
q u a n t i t y i n t o q u a l i t y . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , h e f o u n d t h a t t h e 
r i g h t s o f dialectical thinking a r e c o n f i r m e d b y t h e dialectical 
p r o p e r t i e s of b e i n g . H e r e , t o o , b e i n g c o n d i t i o n s t h i n k i n g . 

W i t h o u t u n d e r t a k i n g a m o r e d e t a i l e d c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n o f 
m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c ( i t s r e l a t i o n t o w h a t , b y a p a r a l l e l w i t h 
e l e m e n t a r y m a t h e m a t i c s , m a y b e c a l l e d e l e m e n t a r y l o g i c -
see m y p r e f a c e t o m y t r a n s l a t i o n o f L u d w i g FeuerhacM'^), I 
s h a l l r e m i n d t h e r e a d e r t h a t , d u r i n g t h e l a s t t w o d e c a d e s , t h e 
t h e o r y t h a t sees o n l y g r a d u a l c h a n g e s i n t h e p r o c e s s o f d e ­
v e l o p m e n t h a s b e g u n t o l o s e g r o u n d e v e n i n b i o l o g y , w h e r e 
i t u s e d t o b e r e c o g n i s e d a l m o s t u n i v e r s a l l y . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , 
t h e w o r k o f A r m a n d G a u t i e r a n d t h a t o f H u g o d e V r i e s s e e m 
t o s h o w p r o m i s e o f e p o c h - m a k i n g i m p o r t a n c e . S u f f i c e i t t o 
s a y t h a t d e V r i e s ' s theory of mutations i s a dottrine that the 
development of species takes places by leaps ( see h i s t w o -
v o l u m e D i e M u t a t i o n s - 7 h e o r i e , L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 1 - 0 3 , h i s p a p e r 
D i e M u t a t i o n e n und die Mutations-Perioden bei der Entste-
h u n g d e r A r t e n , L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 1 , a n d t h e l e c t u r e s h e d e l i v e r e d 
a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a , w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e G e r ­
m a n t r a n s l a t i o n u n d e r t h e t i t l e o f A r t e n u n d V a r i e t d t e n u n d 
i h r e Entstehung durch die M u t a t i o n , B e r l i n , 1906 .^2 

I n t h e o p i n i o n o f t h i s o u t s t a n d i n g n a t u r a l i s t , t h e w e a k 
point i n Darwin's theory of the origin of species is that this 
origin can be explained by gradual changes.''''' A l s o o f i n t e r e s t . 

* "Bei der Allmiihlichkeit bleibt der Ubergang von einer Bewe-
gungsform zur anderen immer ein Sprung, eine entscheidende Wendung. 
So der Ubergang von der Mechanik der Weltkorper zu der klemeren 
Massen auf einem einzelnen Weltkorper; ebenso von der Mechanik der 
Massen zu der Mechanik der Molekiile—die Bewegungen umfassend, 
die wir in der eigentlich sogenannten Physik untersuchen", etc., A n t i -
D i i h r i n g , S. 57.=̂ " 

** D i e M u t a t i o n e n , S. 7-8. 
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a n d m o s t a p t , i s d e V r i e s ' s r e m a r k t h a t t h e d o m i n a n c e o f t h e 
t h e o r y o f g r a d u a l c h a n g e s i n t h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e o r i g i n o f 
s p e c i e s h a s h a d a n u n f a v o u r a b l e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e e x p e r i m e n ­
t a l s t u d y o f r e l e v a n t p r o b l e m s . ' ' " 

I m a y a d d t h a t , i n p r e s e n t - d a y n a t u r a l s c i e n c e a n d e s p e ­
c i a l l y a m o n g t h e n e o - L a m a r c k i a n s , t h e r e h a s b e e n a f a i r l y 
r a p i d s p r e a d o f t h e t h e o r y o f t h e s o - c a l l e d a n i m i s m of m a t ­
t e r , i . e . , t h a t m a t t e r i n g e n e r a l , a n d e s p e c i a l l y a n y o r g a n i s e d 
m a t t e r , possesses a c e r t a i n d e g r e e o f s e n s i b i l i t y . T h i s t h e o r y , 
w h i c h m a n y r e g a r d a s b e i n g d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d t o m a t e ­
r i a l i s m ( see , f o r i n s t a n c e , Der heutige Stand der D a r w i n -
s c h e n F r a g e n , b y R . H . F r a n e e , L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 7 ) , i s i n f a c t , 
w h e n p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d , o n l y a t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o t h e l a n ­
g u a g e o f p r e s e n t - d a y n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , o f F e u e r b a c h ' s m a t : " -
r i a l i s t d o c t r i n e o f t h e u n i t y o f b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g , o f o b j e c t 
a n d subjec t . ' - ' - ' I t m a y b e c o n f i d e n t l y s t a t e d t h a t , h a d t h e y 
k n o w n o f t h i s t h e o r y , M a r x a n d E n g e l s w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
k e e n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s t r e n d i n n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , t r u e far t o o 
little elaborated as yet. 

H e r z e n w a s r i g h t i n s a y i n g t h a t H e g e l ' s p h i l o s o p h y , w h i c h 
m a n y c o n s i d e r e d c o n s e r v a t i v e i n t h e m a i n , w a s a g e n u i n e 
a l g e b r a o f r e v o l u t i o n . ' ' " ' ' " " - W i t h H e g e l , h o w e v e r , t h i s a l g e b r a 
r e m a i n e d w h o l l y u n a p p l i e d t o t h e b u r n i n g p r o b l e m s o f p r a c ­
t i c a l l i f e . O f n e c e s s i t y , t h e s p e c u l a t i v e e l e m e n t b r o u g h t a 
spirit^ of c o n s e r v a t i s m i n t o t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f t h i s g r e a t a b s o ­
l u t e i d e a l i s t . I t i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t w i t h M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l i s t 
p h i l o s o p h y , i n w h i c h r e v o l u t i o n a r y " a l g e b r a " m a n i f e s t s i t s e l f 
w i t h a l l t h e i r r e s i s t i b l e f o r c e o f i t s d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d . " I n i t s 
m y s t i f i e d f o r m , " M a r x s a y s , " d i a l e c t i c b e c a m e t h e f a s h i o n 
i n G e r m a n y , b e c a u s e i t s e e m e d t o t r a n s f i g u r e a n d t o g l o r i f y 
t h e e x i s t i n g s t a t e o f t h i n g s . I n i t s r a t i o n a l f o r m i t i s a s c a n d a l 
a n d a b o m i n a t i o n t o b o u r g e o i s d o m a n d i t s d o c t r i n a i r e p r o ­
f e s s o r s , b e c a u s e i t i n c l u d e s i n i t s c o m p r e h e n s i o n a n d a f f i r ­
m a t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e e x i s t i n g s t a t e o f t h i n g s , a t t h e s a m e 
t i m e a l s o , t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e g a t i o n o f t h a t s t a t e , o f i t s 

* A r t e n , etc., S. 421. 
T o say nothing of Spinoza, it should not be forgotten that many 

French 18th-century materialists were favourably inclined towards the 
theory of the "animism of matter". 

(Note to the German edition of 1910). See Engels, L t i d w i g F e n c r -
h a c h , pp. \ - 5 P 
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i n e v i t a b l e b r e a k i n g u p ; b e c a u s e i t r e g a r d s e v e r y h i s t o r i c a l l y 
d e v e l o p e d s o c i a l f o r m a s i n fluid m o v e m e n t , a n d t h e r e f o r e 
t a k e s i n t o a c c o u n t i t s t r a n s i e n t n a t u r e n o t l e s s t h a n i t s 
m o m e n t a r y e x i s t e n c e ; b e c a u s e i t l e t s n o t h i n g i m p o s e u p o n i t , 
a n d i s i n i t s e s s e n c e c r i t i c a l a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y . " ^ ' ^ 

I f w e r e g a r d m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c f r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f 
R u s s i a n l i t e r a t u r e , w e m a y s a y t h a t t h i s d i a l e c t i c w a s t h e 
f i r s t t o s u p p l y a m e t h o d n e c e s s a r y a n d c o m p e t e n t t o s o l v e 
t h e p r o b l e m o f the rational causes of all that exists, a p r o b ­
l e m t h a t so g r e a t l y t r o u b l e d o u r b r i l l i a n t t h i n k e r B e l i n s k y . ' ' " 
I t w a s o n l y M a r x ' s d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d , as a p p l i e d t o t h e 
s t u d y o f R u s s i a n l i f e , t h a t h a s s h o w n u s h o w m u c h reality 
a n d h o w m u c h semblance o f r e a l i t y there was in it. 

IV 

W h e n w e s e t o u t t o e x p l a i n history f r o m t h e m a t e r i a l i s t 
s t a n d p o i n t , o u r f i r s t d i f f i c u l t y i s , as w e h a v e s e e n , t h e q u e s ­
t i o n o f t h e a c t u a l c a u s e s o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s . W e a l r e a d y k n o w t h a t t h e " a n a t o m y o f c i v i l 
s o c i e t y " i s d e t e r m i n e d b y i t s e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e . B u t w h a t 
i s t h e l a t t e r i t s e l f d e t e r m i n e d b y ? 

M a r x ' s a n s w e r i s as f o l l o w s : " I n t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n o f 
t h e i r e x i s t e n c e , m e n i n e v i t a b l y e n t e r i n t o d e f i n i t e r e l a t i o n s , 
w h i c h a r e i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e i r w i l l , n a m e l y , relations of 
production a p p r o p r i a t e t o a g i v e n s t a g e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e i r m a t e r i a l f o r c e s o f p r o d u c t i o n . T h e t o t a l i t y o f t h e s e 
r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n c o n s t i t u t e s t h e economic structure o f 
s o c i e t y , t h e r e a l f o u n d a t i o n o n w h i c h a r i s e s a l e g a l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . ' 

M a r x ' s r e p l y t h u s r e d u c e s t h e w h o l e q u e s t i o n o f t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m y t o t h a t o f t h e c a u s e s d e t e r m i n ­
i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a t t h e d i s p o s a l 
o f s o c i e t y . I n t h i s , i t s final f o r m , i t i s s o l v e d first and fore­
most by the reference to the nature of the geographic 
environment. 

S e e m y a r t i c l e " B e l i n s k y a n d R a t i o n a l R e a l i t y " i n t h e s y m p o s i u m 
Twenty Years. 

'"' S e c t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o 7,ilr Kritik der polilischcn OekonomicF' 

3,S 

I n h i s p h i l o s o p h y o f h i s t o r y H e g e l a l r e a d y s p e a k s o f t h e 
i m p o r t a n t r o l e o f "the geographic foundation of world 
history". B u t s i n c e , i n h i s v i e w , t h e Idea i s t h e u l t i m a t e 
c a u s e o f a l l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d s i n c e i t w a s o n l y en passant 
a n d i n i n s t a n c e s o f s e c o n d a r y i m p o r t a n c e , a g a i n s t h i s w i l l 
a s i t w e r e , t h a t h e h a d r e c o u r s e t o a materialist explanation 
of phenomena, t h e t h o r o u g h l y s o u n d v i e w h e e x p r e s s e d 
r e g a r d i n g t h e h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e o f g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n ­
m e n t c o u l d n o t l e a d h i m t o a l l t h e f r u i t f u l c o n c l u s i o n s t h a t 
f o l l o w t h e r e f r o m . I t w a s o n l y b y t h e m a t e r i a l i s t M a r x t h a t 
t h e s e c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e d r a w n i n t h e i r f u l l n e s s . * 

T h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t d e t e r m i n e 
t h e c h a r a c t e r b o t h o f t h e n a t u r a l p r o d u c t s t h a t s e r v e t o 
s a t i s f y m a n ' s w a n t s , a n d o f t h o s e o b j e c t s he himself produces 
w i t h t h e s a m e p u r p o s e . W h e r e t h e r e w e r e n o m e t a l s , a b o r i g i ­
n a l t r i b e s c o u l d n o t , u n a i d e d , e m e r g e f r o m w h a t w e c a l l t h e 
Stone Age. I n e x a c t l y t h e s a m e w a y , f o r primitive fishers 
and hunters t o g o o v e r to cattle-breeding and agriculture, 
t h e a p p r o p r i a t e c o n d i t i o n s o f g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t w e r e 
n e e d e d , i . e . , i n t h i s i n s t a n c e , s u i t a b l e f a u n a a n d f l o r a . L e w i s 
H e n r y M o r g a n h a s s h o w n t h a t t h e a b s e n c e , i n t h e N e w 
W o r l d , o f a n i m a l s c a p a b l e o f b e i n g d o m e s t i c a t e d , a n d t h e 
s p e c i f i c d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n t h e flora o f t h e t w o h e m i s p h e r e s 
b r o u g h t a b o u t t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e c o u r s e o f 
t h e i r i n h a b i t a n t s ' s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . * ' ' " O f t h e r e d s k i n s o f 
N o r t h A m e r i c a W a i t z s a y s : ". . . t h e y h a v e n o d o m e s t i c a t e d 
a n i m a l s . T h i s i s h i g h l y i m p o r t a n t , f o r i n t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e 
l i e s t h e p r i n c i p a l r e a s o n t h a t f o r c e d t h e m t o r e m a i n a t a l o w 
s t a g e o f d e v e l o p m e n t . " * ' - ' ' ' S c h w e i n f u r t h r e p o r t s t h a t i n A f r i c a , 
w h e n a g i v e n l o c a l i t y i s o v e r p o p u l a t e d , p a r t o f t h e i n h a b i ­
t a n t s e m i g r a t e a n d t h e r e u p o n c h a n g e t h e i r m o d e o f l i f e in 
accordance with the new geographic environment. " T r i b e s 
h i t h e r t o a g r i c u l t u r a l b e c o m e h u n t e r s , w h i l e t r i b e s t h a t h a v e 
l i v e d f r o m t h e i r flocks w i l l t u r n t o a g r i c u l t u r e . ' " ' * ^ " ^ H e a l s o 
p o i n t s o u t t h a t t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f a n a r e a r i c h i n i r o n , w h i c h 

* ( N o t e t o t h e G e r m a n e d i t i o n o f 1 9 1 0 . ) I n t h i s c a s e , F c u c r h a c h , as 
I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d , d i d n o t g o f u r t h e r t h a n H e g e l . 

Die Urgesellschaft, S t u t t g a r t , 1 8 9 1 , S . 2 0 - 2 1 . 
Die Indianer Nordamerikas, L e i p z i g , 1 8 6 5 , S . 9 1 . 
All cocur de I'Alrique, P a r i s , 1 8 7 5 , I , p . 1 9 9 . 
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s e e m s t o o c c u p y a c o n s i d e r a b l e p a r t o f C e n t r a l A f r i c a , 
" n a t u r a l l y b e g a n t o s m e l t i r o n . " * 

N o r i s t h a t a l l . A l r e a d y a t t h e l o w e r s t a g e s o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , t r i b e s e n t e r i n t o m u t u a l i n t e r c o u r s e a n d e x c h a n g e s o m e 
o f t h e i r p r o d u c t s . T h i s e x p a n d s t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e 
g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t , i n f l u e n c i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s o f e a c h o f t h e s e t r i b e s a n d a c c e l e r a t i n g t h e 
course o f t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t . I t i s c l e a r , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e 
g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r e a s e w i t h w h i c h s u c h i n t e r c o u r s e a r i s e s a n d 
i s m a i n t a i n e d a l s o d e p e n d s o n t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e 
g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t . H e g e l s a i d t h a t seas a n d r i v e r s 
b r i n g m e n c l o s e r t o g e t h e r , w h e r e a s m o u n t a i n s k e e p t h e m 
a p a r t . I n c i d e n t a l l y , seas b r i n g m e n c l o s e r t o g e t h e r w h e n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s h a s r e a c h e d a r e l a t i v e ­
l y h i g h l e v e l ; a t l o w e r l e v e l s , a s R a t z e l r i g h t l y p o i n t s o u t , 
t h e s e a i s a g r e a t hindrance t o i n t e r c o u r s e b e t w e e n t h e t r i b e s 
i t separates. '" '" ' ' H o w e v e r t h a t m a y b e , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t t h e 
m o r e v a r i e d t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t , 
t h e m o r e t h e y f a v o u r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s . M a r x w r i t e s : " I t i s n o t t h e m e r e f e r t i l i t y o f t h e s o i l , 
b u t t h e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n o f t h e s o i l , t h e v a r i e t y o f i t s n a t u r a l 
p r o d u c t s , t h e c h a n g e s o f t h e s e a s o n s , w h i c h f o r m t h e p h y s i c a l 
b a s i s f o r t h e s o c i a l d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r , a n d w h i c h , b y c h a n g e s 
i n t h e n a t u r a l s u r r o u n d i n g s , s p u r m a n o n t o t h e m u l t i p l i c a ­
t i o n o f h i s w a n t s , h i s c a p a b i l i t i e s , h i s m e a n s a n d m o d e s o f 
l a b o u r U s i n g a l m o s t t h e s a m e t e r m s as M a r x , R a t z e l s a y s : 
" T h e m a i n t h i n g i s , n o t t h a t t h e r e i s t h e g r e a t e s t e a s e i n 
p r o c u r i n g f o o d , b u t t h a t c e r t a i n i n c l i n a t i o n s , h a b i t s a n d 
f i n a l l y w a n t s a r e a r o u s e d i n m a n . " " " ' ^ * * 

T h u s , t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t 
d e t e r m i n e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , w h i c h , 
i n i t s t u r n , d e t e r m i n e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m i c 
f o r c e s , a n d t h e r e f o r e o f a l l o t h e r s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . M a r x 
e x p l a i n s t h i s i n t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : " T h e s e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s 
i n t o w h i c h t h e p r o d u c e r s e n t e r w i t h o n e a n o t h e r , t h e c o n -

A u coeur dc I ' A f r i q u e , Paris, 1875, t. I I , p. 94. Concerning tlic in­
fluence of climate on a g r i c u l t u r e , see also Ratzel, D i e E r d e und das L e h e n , 
Leipzig und Wien, 1902, I I . Band, S. 540-41. 

Antkropogeographie, Stuttgart, 1882, p, 92. 
=••=•-•• Das K a p i t a l , I . Band, I I I . Auflage, S. 524-26.^ 

V d l k c r k u n d e , I . Band, Leipzig, 1887, S. 56. 
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d i t i o n s u n d e r w h i c h t h e y e x c h a n g e t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s a n d 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e w h o l e a c t o f p r o d u c t i o n , w i l l n a t u r a l l y 
v a r y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n . 
W i t h t h e i n v e n t i o n o f a n e w i n s t r u m e n t o f w a r f a r e , fire­
a r m s , t h e w h o l e i n t e r n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n o f t h e a r m y n e c e s s a r ­
i l y c h a n g e d ; t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s c a n 
c o n s t i t u t e a n a r m y a n d a c t as a n a r m y w e r e t r a n s f o r m e d a n d 
t h e r e l a t i o n s o f d i f f e r e n t a r m i e s t o o n e a n o t h e r a l s o 
changed."'>'57 

T o m a k e t h i s e x p l a n a t i o n s t i l l m o r e g r a p h i c , I s h a l l c i t e 
a n i n s t a n c e . T h e Masai o f E a s t A f r i c a g i v e t h e i r c a p t i v e s n o 
q u a r t e r , t h e r e a s o n b e i n g , as R a t z e l p o i n t s o u t , t h a t t h i s 
p a s t o r a l p e o p l e h a v e n o technical possibility o f m a k i n g u s e 
o f s l a v e l a b o u r . B u t t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g Wakamba, w h o a r e 
agriculturists, a r e a b l e t o m a k e u s e o f t h a t l a b o u r , a n d 
t h e r e f o r e s p a r e t h e i r c a p t i v e s ' l i v e s a n d turn them into slaves. 
T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f s l a v e r y t h e r e f o r e p r e s u p p o s e s t h e a c h i e v e ­
m e n t o f a d e f i n i t e d e g r e e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e s o c i a l 
f o r c e s , a d e g r e e t h a t p e r m i t s t h e exploitation o f s l a v e 
l a b o u r . ' ' ' " ' B u t s l a v e r y i s a production relation w h o s e a p ­
p e a r a n c e i n d i c a t e s t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a d i v i s i o n i n t o classes i n 
a s o c i e t y w h i c h h a s h i t h e r t o k n o w n n o o t h e r d i v i s i o n s b u t 
t h o s e o f sex a n d age. W h e n s l a v e r y r e a c h e s f u l l d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , i t p u t s i t s s t a m p o n t h e e n t i r e e c o n o m y o f s o c i e t y , a n d , 
t h r o u g h t h e e c o n o m y , o n a l l o t h e r s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , i n t h e first 
p l a c e o f t h e political structure. H o w e v e r m u c h t h e s t a t e s o f 
a n t i q u i t y d i f f e r e d i n p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e , t h e i r c h i e f d i s t i n c t i v e 
f e a t u r e w a s t h a t e v e r y o n e o f t h e m w a s a p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n e x p r e s s i n g a n d p r o t e c t i n g t h e i n t e r e s t s o f f r e e m e n a l o n e . 

'•" Napoleon I said: " L a nature des armes decide de la composition 
des armees, des places de campagne, des marches, des positions, des 
ordres de bataille, du trace et des profils des places fortes; ce que met 
une opposition constante entre le systeme de guerre des anciens et celui 
des modernes." Precis des gucrres de Cesar, Paris, 1836, pp. 87-88. 

V d l k e r k u n d e , I , 83. It must be noted that at the early stages of 
developtnent the enslavement of captives is sometimes nothing more 
than their forcible incorporation i n the conquerors' social organisation, 
with equal rights being granted. H e r e there is no use of the surplus 
labour of the captive, but only the common advantage derived f r o m 
collaboration with h i m . However, even this form of slavery presupposes 
the existence of definite productive forces and a definite organisation 
of production. 
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V I I 

W e n o w k n o w t h a t t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s , w h i c h i n t h e final a n a l y s i s d e t e r m i n e s t h e d e v e l o p ­
m e n t o f a l l s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , i s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e properties 
of the g,eographic environment. B u t a s s o o n a s t h e y h a v e 
a r i s e n , t h e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s themselves exercise a marked 
influence on the development of the productive forces. T h u s 
that which is initially an effect becomes in its turn a cause; 
b e t w e e n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d t h e 
s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e t h e r e a r i s e s a n interaction w h i c h a s s u m e s t h e 
m o s t v a r i e d f o r m s i n v a r i o u s e p o c h s . 

I t s h o u l d a l s o b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t w h i l e t h e internal 
relations e x i s t i n g i n a g i v e n s o c i e t y a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y a 
g i v e n s t a t e o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , i t i s o n t h e l a t t e r t h a t , 
i n t h e final a n a l y s i s , t h a t s o c i e t y ' s external relations depend. 
T o e v e r y s t a g e i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 
t h e r e c o r r e s p o n d s a d e f i n i t e c h a r a c t e r o f armaments, the art 
of war, a n d , finally, o f international l a w , o r , t o b e m o r e 
p r e c i s e , o f inter-social, i . e . , inter alia, o f inter-tribal l a w . 
Hunting tribes c a n n o t f o r m l a r g e p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e t h e l o w l e v e l o f t h e i r p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 
c o m p e l s t h e m to scatter i n s m a l l s o c i a l g r o u p s , i n s e a r c h o f 
m e a n s o f s u b s i s t e n c e . B u t t h e m o r e t h e s e s o c i a l g r o u p s a r e 
s c a t t e r e d , t h e m o r e i n e v i t a b l e i t i s t h a t e v e n s u c h d i s p u t e s 
t h a t , i n a c i v i l i s e d s o c i e t y , c o u l d e a s i l y b e s e t t l e d i n a 
m a g i s t r a t e ' s c o u r t , a r e s e t t l e d b y m e a n s o f m o r e o r l e s s 
s a n g u i n a r y c o m b a t s . E y r e s a y s t h a t w h e n s e v e r a l A u s t r a l i a n 
t r i b e s j o i n f o r c e s f o r c e r t a i n p u r p o s e s i n a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e 
s u c h c o n t a c t s a r e n e v e r l e n g t h y ; e v e n b e f o r e a s h o r t a g e o f 
f o o d o r t h e n e e d t o h u n t g a m e h a s o b l i g e d t h e A u s t r a l i a n s 
t o p a r t c o m p a n y , h o s t i l e c l a s h e s f l a r e u p a m o n g t h e m , w h i c h 
v e r y s o o n l e a d , as i s w e l l k n o w n , t o p i t c h e d b a t t l e s . " " 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t s u c h c l a s h e s m a y a r i s e f r o m a w i d e 
v a r i e t y o f c a u s e s . I t i s , h o w e v e r , n o t e w o r t h y t h a t m o s t 
t r a v e l l e r s a s c r i b e t h e m t o economic causes. W h e n S t a n l e y 
a s k e d s e v e r a l n a t i v e s o f E q u a t o r i a l A f r i c a h o w t h e i r ^ w a r s 
a g a i n s t n e i g h b o u r i n g t r i b e s a r o s e , t h e a n s w e r w a s : " S o m e 

=• E d . J . Eyre , M a n n e r s a n d Customs of the Aborigines of A u s t r a l i a , 
London, i'847, p. 243. 
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o f o u r y o u n g m e n g o i n t o t h e w o o d s t o h u n t g a m e a n d t h e y 
a r e s u r p r i s e d b y o u r n e i g h b o u r s ; t h e n w e g o t o t h e m , a n d 
t h e y c o m e t o fight u s u n t i l o n e p a r t y i s t i r e d , o r o n e i s 
b e a t e n . ' " ' ' I n m u c h t h e s a m e w a y B u r t o n s a y s , " A l l A f r i c a n 
w a r s . . . a r e f o r o n e o f t w o o b j e c t s , c a t t l e - l i f t i n g o r k i d n a p ­
p i n g . " " " ' R a t z e l c o n s i d e r s i t p r o b a b l e t h a t i n N e w Z e a l a n d 
w a r s a m o n g t h e n a t i v e s w e r e f r e q u e n t l y c a u s e d s i m p l y b y 
t h e d e s i r e t o e n j o y h u m a n flesh."'"'"'' T h e n a t i v e s ' i n c l i n a t i o n 
t o w a r d s c a n n i b a l i s m i s i t s e l f t o b e e x p l a i n e d b y t h e p a u c i t y 
o f t h e N e w Z e a l a n d f a u n a . 

A l l k n o w t o w h a t g r e a t e x t e n t t h e o u t c o m e o f a w a r 
d e p e n d s o n t h e w e a p o n s u s e d b y e a c h o f t h e b e l l i g e r e n t s . 
B u t t h o s e w e a p o n s a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e s t a t e o f t h e i r 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , b y t h e i r e c o n o m y , a n d b y t h e i r s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s , w h i c h h a v e a r i s e n o n t h e b a s i s o f t h a t economy." '""""" ' 

Plekhanov is quoting from the French translation of H . Stanley's 
I n D a r k e s t A f r i c a , i.e., JDans I c s tvnebres dc I ' A f r i q u c , Paris, 1S90, 
tome I I , p. 91. W e are quoting from the original, 1890, Vol . I I , p. 92. 
— E d . 

Plekhanov is quoting from the French translation of R. Burton's 
T h e L a k e Regions of C e n t r a l A f r i c a , i.e., Voyage a u x grands lacs de 
I ' A f r i q u e o r i e n t a l e , Paris, 1862, p. 666. "We are quoting from the 
original, London, 1860, Vol . I I , p. m^.—Ed. 

V d l k e r k u n d e , I , S. 93. 
"•"•** This is admirably explained by Engels in the chapters of his 
A n t i - D u h r i n g that deal with an analysis of the "force theory". See also 
the book Les maitres de l a g u e r r e by Lieutenant-Colonel Rousset, profes­
sor at the E c o l e superieure de g u e r r e , Paris^s, 1901. Setting forth the 
views of General Bonnal, the author of this book writes: "The social 
conditions obtaining in each epoch of history exert a preponderant 
influence, not only on the military organisation of a nation but also 
on the character, the abilities, and the trends of its military men. 
Generals of the ordinary stamp make use of the familiar and accepted 
methods, and march on towards successes or reverses according to 
whether attendant circumstances are more or less favourable to t h e m . . . . 
As for the great captains, these subordinate to their genius the means 
and procedures of warfare" (p. 20). How do they do it? That is the 
most interesting part of the matter. It appears that, "guided by a kind 
of divinatory instinct, they transform the means and procedures in 
accordance with the parallel laws of a social evolution whose decisive 
effect (and repercussion) on the technique of their art they alone under­
stand in their day" (ibid.). Consequently, it remains for us to discover 
the causal link between "social evolution" and society's economic devel­
opment for a materialist explanation to be given to the most unexpected 
successes in warfare. Roussct is himself very close to giving such an 
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T o s a y t h a t c e r t a i n p e o p l e s o r t r i b e s h a v e b e e n subjugaled 
b y o t h e r p e o p l e s d o e s n o t y e t m e a n e x p l a i n i n g w h y t h e 
s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h a t s u b j u g a t i o n h a v e b e e n e x a c t l y 
w h a t t h e y a r e , a n d n o o t h e r . T h e s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e 
R o m a n c o n q u e s t o f G a u l w e r e n o t a t a l l t h e s a m e as t h o s e 
o f t h e c o n q u e s t o f t h a t c o u n t r y b y t h e G e r m a n s . T h e s o c i a l 
c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e N o r m a n c o n q u e s t o f E n g l a n d w e r e v e r y 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h o s e t h a t r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e M o n g o l c o n q u e s t 
o f R u s s i a . I n a l l t h e s e cases , t h e d i f f e r e n c e d e p e n d e d u l t i ­
m a t e l y o n t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e economic structure o f 
t h e s u b j u g a t e d s o c i e t y o n t h e o n e h a n d , a n d t h a t o f t h e 
c o n q u e r i n g s o c i e t y o n t h e o t h e r . T h e m o r e t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s o f a g i v e n t r i b e o r p e o p l e a r e d e v e l o p e d , t h e g r e a t e r 
a r e a t l e a s t i t s opportunities t o a r m i t s e l f b e t t e r t o c a r r y o n 
t h e s t r u g g l e f o r e x i s t e n c e . 

T h e r e m a y , h o w e v e r , b e m a n y n o t e w o r t h y e x c e p t i o n s t o 
t h i s g e n e r a l r u l e . A t l o w e r l e v e l s o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e w e a p o n s o f t r i b e s 
t h a t a r e a t v e r y d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t — 
f o r i n s t a n c e , n o m a d i c s h e p h e r d s a n d s e t t l e d a g r i c u l t u r i s t s — 
c a n n o t b e so g r e a t as i t s u b s e q u e n t l y b e c o m e s . B e s i d e s , a n 
a d v a n c e i n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h e x e r t s a c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e o n t h e c h a r a c t e r o f a g i v e n p e o p l e , s o m e ­
t i m e s r e d u c e s i t s w a r l i k e n e s s t o s u c h a d e g r e e t h a t i t p r o v e s 
i n c a p a b l e o f r e s i s t i n g a n e n e m y e c o n o m i c a l l y m o r e b a c k ­
w a r d b u t m o r e a c c u s t o m e d t o w a r f a r e . T h a t i s w h y peaceable 
tribes of agriculturists a r e n o t i n f r e q u e n t l y c o n q u e r e d b y 
warrior peoples. R a t z e l r e m a r k s t h a t t h e m o s t s o l i d s t a t e 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s a r e f o r m e d b y " s e m i - c i v i l i s e d p e o p l e s " a s a 
r e s u l t o f t h e u n i f y i n g — b y m e a n s o f c o n q u e s t — o f b o t h 
e l e m e n t s , t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d t h e p a s t o r a l . ' ' ' H o w e v e r 
c o r r e c t t h i s r e m a r l c m a y b e o n t h e w h o l e , i t s h o u l d , h o w e v e r , 
b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t e v e n i n s u c h cases {China i s a g o o d 
e x a m p l e ) e c o n o m i c a l l y b a c k w a r d conquerors g r a d u a l l y f i n d 
t h e m s e l v e s c o m p l e t e l y s u b j e c t e d t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a con­
quered b u t e c o n o m i c a l l y m o r e a d v a n c e d p e o p l e . 

explanation. His historical outline of the latest in the military art, 
based on General Bonnal's unpublished papers, closely resembles what 
we find set forth by Engels in the analysis mentioned above. A t places 
the resemblance approaches complete identity. 

Vdlkerkunde, S. 19. 
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T h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t e x e r t s a c o n s i d e r a b l e i n ­
f l u e n c e , n o t o n l y o n p r i m i t i v e t r i b e s , b u t a l s o o n s o - c a l l e d 
civilised peoples. A s M a r x w r o t e : " I t i s t h e n e c e s s i t y o f 
b r i n g i n g a n a t u r a l f o r c e u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f s o c i e t y , o f 
e c o n o m i s i n g , o f a p p r o p r i a t i n g o r s u b d u i n g i t o n a l a r g e s c a l e 
b y t h e w o r k o f m a n ' s h a n d , t h a t f i r s t p l a y s t h e d e c i s i v e p a r t 
i n t h e h i s t o r y o f i n d u s t r y . E x a m p l e s a r e t h e i r r i g a t i o n w o r k s 
i n E g y p t , L o m b a r d y , H o l l a n d , o r i n I n d i a a n d P e r s i a w h e r e 
i r r i g a t i o n b y m e a n s o f a r t i f i c i a l c a n a l s , n o t o n l y s u p p l i e s t h e 
s o i l w i t h t h e w a t e r i n d i s p e n s a b l e t o i t , b u t a l s o c a r r i e s d o w n 
t o i t , i n t h e s h a p e o f s e d i m e n t f r o m t h e h i l l s , m i n e r a l f e r t i l i s ­
e r s . T h e s e c r e t o f t h e f l o u r i s h i n g s t a t e o f i n d u s t r y i n S p a i n 
a n d S i c i l y u n d e r t h e d o m i n i o n o f t h e A r a b s l a y i n t h e i r 
i r r i g a t i o n w o r k s . " " " 

T h e d o c t r i n e o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n ­
m e n t o n m a n k i n d ' s h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t h a s o f t e n b e e n 
r e d u c e d t o a r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e direct i n f l u e n c e o f " c l i m a t e " 
o n s o c i a l m a n : i t h a s b e e n s u p p o s e d t h a t u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e 
o f " c l i m a t e " o n e " r a c e " b e c o m e s f r e e d o m - l o v i n g , a n o t h e r 
b e c o m e s i n c l i n e d t o s u b m i t p a t i e n t l y t o t h e r u l e o f a m o r e 
o r l e s s d e s p o t i c m o n a r c h , a n d y e t a n o t h e r r a c e b e c o m e s 
s u p e r s t i t i o u s a n d t h e r e f o r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n a c l e r g y , e t c . 
T h i s v i e w a l r e a d y p r e d o m i n a t e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , w i t h B u c k l e . ' ' ' " ' 
A c c o r d i n g t o M a r x , t h e g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t a f f e c t s m a n 
through the medium of relations of production, which arise 
in a given area on the basis of definite productive forces. 

Das Kapital, S. 524-26.59 
See his History of Civilisation i n England, Vol . I , Leipzig, 1865, 

pp. 36-37. According to Buckle, one of the four causes influencing the 
character of a people, viz., the general aspect of N a t u r e , acts chiefly on 
the imagination, a highly-developed imagination engendering supersti­
tions, vk-hich, in their turn, retard the development of knowledge. By 
acting on the imagination of the natives, the frequent earthquakes in 
Peru exercised an influence on the political structure. I f Spaniards and 
Italians are superstitious, that too is the result of earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions (ibid., pp. 112-13). This direct psychological influence 
is particular y strong at the early stages of the development of civilisa­
tion. Modern science, however, has, on the contrary, shown the striking 
similarity of the religious beliefs of primitive tribes standing at the 
same level of economic development. Buckle's view, borrowed by him 
from 18th-century writers, dates back to Hippocrates. (See the latter's 
On Airs, Waters and Places in the translation of the Works, by Francis 
Adams, brought out by the Syndenham Society, London, 1849, Vol . I , 
pp. 205-22.) 
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whose primary condition of development lies in the prop­
erties of that environincnt. M o d e r n e t h n o l o g y i s m o r e a n d 
m o r e g o i n g o v e r t o t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y 
a t t r i b u t e s e v e r l e s s i m p o r t a n c e t o " r a c e " i n t h e h i s t o r y o f 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . " R a c e h a s n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h c u l t u r a l a c h i e v e ­
m e n t , " s a y s R a t z e l . " " 

B u t as s o o n a s a c e r t a i n c u l t u r a l l e v e l h a s b e e n r e a c h e d , 
i t i n d u b i t a b l y i n f l u e n c e s t h e b o d i l y a n d m e n t a l q u a l i t i e s o f 
t h e " r a c e " / ' " ' -

T h e i n f l u e n c e o f g e o g r a p h i c e n v i r o n m e n t o n s o c i a l m a n 
i s a variable magnitude. C o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f 
t h a t e n v i r o n m e n t , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 
i n c r e a s e s m a n ' s p o w e r o v e r N a t u r e , and thereby places him 
in a new relation towards the geographic environment that 
surrounds him; t h u s , t h e E n g l i s h o f t o d a y r e a c t t o t h a t 
e n v i r o n m e n t i n a m a n n e r w h i c h i s n o t q u i t e t h e s a m e a s 
t h a t i n w h i c h t h e t r i b e s t h a t i n h a b i t e d E n g l a n d i n J u l i u s 
C a e s a r ' s d a y r e a c t e d t o i t . T h i s f i n a l l y r e m o v e s t h e o b j e c t i o n 
t h a t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f a g i v e n a r e a c a n b e 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y m o d i f i e d , a l t h o u g h t h e g e o g r a p h i c p r o p e r t i e s 
o f t h a t a r e a r e m a i n u n c h a n g e d . 

V I I I 

T h e l e g a l a n d p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s * " * e n g e n d e r e d b y a g i v e n 
e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e e x e r t a d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e o n s o c i a l m a n ' s 
e n t i r e mentality. " U p o n t h e d i f f e r e n t f o r m s o f p r o p e r t y , u p o n 

* V b l k e r k u n d e , I , S. 10. John Stuart Mi l l , repeating the words of 
"one of the greatest thinkers of our time", said, "Of al l vulgar modes 
of escaping from the consideration of the effect of social and moral 
influences on the human mind, the most vulgar is that of attributing 
the diversities of conduct and character to inherent natural differences." 
Principles of P o l i t i c a l Economy, Vol . I , p. 390. 

** Regarding race, see J . Finot's interesting work L e prejiige des 
races, Paris, 1905. (Addendum to the German edition of 1910.) Waitz 
writes: "Certain Negro tribes are striking examples of the link between 
the main occupation and the national character." Anthropologie der 
N a t u r v o l k e r , I I , S. 107. 

*** Regarding the influence of the economy on the nature of the 
social relations, see Engels, D e r U r s p r u n g der F a m i l i e , des Privatei-
genthums und des Staats, 8. Auflage, Stuttgart, 1900; also R. Hilde-
brand, Recht und Sitte a u f den verschiedenen ( w i r t s c h a j t l i c h e n ) K u l t u r -
stufen, I . T e i l , Jena, 1896. Unfortunately, Hildebrand makes poor use 
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t h e s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f e x i s t e n c e , " s a y s M a r x , " r i s e s a n e n t i r e 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e o f d i s t i n c t a n d p e c u l i a r l y f o r m e d s e n t i m e n t s , 
i l l u s i o n s , m o d e s o f t h o u g h t a n d v i e w s o f l i f e . " ' ^ " Being d e t e r ­
m i n e s thinking. I t m a y b e s a i d t h a t e a c h s t e p m a d e b y 
s c i e n c e i n e x p l a i n i n g t h e p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t 
i s a f r e s h a r g u m e n t i n f a v o u r o f t h i s f u n d a m e n t a l t h e s i s o f 
c o n t e m p o r a r y m a t e r i a l i s m . 

A l r e a d y i n 1 8 7 7 , L u d w i g N o i r e w r o t e : " I t w a s j o i n t 
a c t i v i t y d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f a c o m m o n a i m , 
i t w a s t h e p r i m o r d i a l l a b o u r o f o u r a n c e s t o r s , t h a t p r o d u c e d 
l a n g u a g e a n d t h e r e a s o n i n g . " * D e v e l o p i n g t h i s n o t a b l e 
t h o u g h t , L . N o i r e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t l a n g u a g e o r i g i n a l l y 
i n d i c a t e d t h e t h i n g s o f t h e o b j e c t i v e w o r l d , n o t a s possessing 
a c e r t a i n form, b u t a s having received t h a t f o r m , ( n i c h t a l s 
"Gestalten", s o n d e r n a l s "gestaltete"); n o t as active and 
exerting a d e f i n i t e action b u t a s p a s s i v e a n d subjected to 
that action^"' H e w e n t o n t o e x p l a i n t h i s w i t h t h e s o u n d 
r e m a r k t h a t " a l l t h i n g s e n t e r m a n ' s field o f v i s i o n , i . e . , 
b e c o m e things t o h i m , s o l e l y i n t h e m e a s u r e i n w h i c h t h e y 
a r e subjected t o h i s a c t i o n , a n d i t i s i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h i s 
t h a t t h e y g e t t h e i r d e s i g n a t i o n s , i . e . , n a m e s . " * * * I n s h o r t , i t 
i s human activity t h a t , i n N o i r e ' s o p i n i o n , g i v e s m e a n i n g t o 
t h e i n i t i a l r o o t s o f l a n g u a g e . * * * * I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t N o i r e 
f o u n d t h e first e m b r y o o f h i s t h e o r y i n F e u e r b a c h ' s i d e a t h a t 
m a n ' s e s s e n c e l i e s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y , i n m a n ' s u n i t y w i t h 
m a n . H e a p p a r e n t l y k n e w n o t h i n g o f M a r x , f o r o t h e r w i s e 
h e w o u l d h a v e s e e n t h a t h i s v i e w o n t h e r o l e o f activity i n 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f l a n g u a g e w a s c l o s e r t o M a r x , w h o , i n h i s 
e p i s t e m o l o g y , l a i d s t r e s s o n h u m a n a c t i v i t y , u n l i k e F e u e r -
b a c h , w h o s p o k e m o s t l y o f " c o n t e m p l a t i o n " . 

of his economic data. Rechtsentstehung und Rechtsgeschichte, an interest­
ing pamphlet by T . Achelis (Leipzig, 1904), considers law as a product 
of the development of social life, without going deeply into the question 
of what the latter's development is conditioned by. I n M . A . Vaccaro's 
book, Les bases sociologiques du droit et de I ' e t a t , Paris, 1898, many 
individual remarks are scattered which throw light on certain aspects 
of the subject; on the whole, however, Vaccaro himself does not seem 
fully at home in the problem. See also Teresa Labriola's Revisione 
c r i t i c a delle piu recenti teoriche sulle o r i g i n i del d i r i t t o , Rome, 1901. 

D e r U r s p r u n g der Sprache, Mainz, 1877, S. 331. 
Ibid., S. 341. 
Ibid., S. 347. 
Ibid., S. 369. 
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I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , i t i s h a r d l y n e c e s s a r y t o r e m i n d t h e 
r e a d e r , w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o N o i r e ' s t h e o r y , t h a t t h e n a t u r e o f 
m a n ' s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e p r o c e s s o f p r o d u c t i o n i s d e t e r m i n e d 
b y t h e s t a t e o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . T h a t i s o b v i o u s . I t w i l l 
b e m o r e u s e f u l t o n o t e t h a t t h e d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e o f being 
u p o n thinking i s s e e n w i t h p a r t i c u l a r c l a r i t y i n p r i m i t i v e 
t r i b e s , w h o s e s o c i a l a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e i s i n c o m p a r a b l y 
s i m p l e r t h a n t h a t o f c i v i l i s e d p e o p l e s . K a r l v o n d e n S t e i n e n 
w r i t e s o f t h e n a t i v e s o f C e n t r a l B r a z i l t h a t w e s h a l l u n d e r ­
s t a n d t h e m o n l y w h e n w e c o n s i d e r t h e m a s t h e o u t c o m e 
{Erzeugnis) o f t h e i r life as hunters. " A n i m a l s h a v e b e e n t h e 
c h i e f s o u r c e o f t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e , " h e g o e s o n t o s a y , " a n d i t 
i s m a i n l y w i t h t h e a i d o f t h a t e x p e r i e n c e t h a t t h e y h a v e i n ­
t e r p r e t e d N a t u r e a n d f o r m e d t h e i r w o r l d - o u t l o o k . ' " ' ' T h e 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e i r l i f e a s h u n t e r s h a v e d e t e r m i n e d n o t o n l y 
t h e w o r l d - o u t l o o k o f t h e s e t r i b e s b u t a l s o t h e i r m o r a l c o n ­
c e p t s , t h e i r s e n t i m e n t s , a n d e v e n , t h e w r i t e r g o e s o n t o s a y , 
t h e i r a e s t h e t i c t a s t e s . W e s ee e x a c t l y t h e s a m e t h i n g i n 
pastoral t r i b e s . A m o n g t h o s e w h o m R a t z e l t e r m s exclusively 
herdsmen " t h e s u b j e c t o f a t l e a s t 9 9 p e r c e n t o f a l l c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n s i s c a t t l e , t h e i r o r i g i n , h a b i t s , m e r i t s a n d d e f e c t s " . ' ' " ' 
F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e u n f o r t u n a t e Hereros,^^ w h o m t h e " c i v i l i ­
s e d " G e r m a n s r e c e n t l y " p a c i f i e d " w i t h s u c h b r u t a l i t y , w e r e 
s u c h " e x c l u s i v e l y herdsmen" . ' ' ' " ' " ' ' ' 

I f beasts a r e t h e p r i m i t i v e h u n t e r ' s f o r e m o s t s o u r c e o f 
e x p e r i e n c e , a n d i f h i s w h o l e w o r l d - o u t l o o k w a s b a s e d o n 
t h a t e x p e r i e n c e , t h e n i t i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e mythology 
o f h u n t i n g t r i b e s , w h i c h a t t h a t s t a g e t a k e s t h e p l a c e o f 
p h i l o s o p h y , t h e o l o g y a n d s c i e n c e , d r a w s a l l i t s c o n t e n t f r o m 

* V n t e r den N a t u r v o l k e r n Z e n t r a l - B r a s i l i e n s , Berlin, 1S94, S. 201. 
Ibid., S. 205-06. 

*** Regarding such "exclusively herdsmen" see Gustav Fritscli's book 
D i e Eingeborenen S M - A f r i k a s , Breslau, 1872. "The Kaffir's ideal," 
Fritsch saŷ s, "the object of his dreams, and that which he loves to 
sing of, is his cattle, the most valuable of his property. Songs lauding 
cattle alternate with songs in honour of tribal chiefs, in which the 
latter's cattle again play an important part" (I, 50). With the Kaffirs, 
cattle-tending is the most honourable of occupations (I, 85), and even 
war pleases the Kaffir chiefly because it holds the promise of booty in 
the shape of cattle (I, 79). "Lawsuits among the Kaffirs are the result 
of conflicts over cattle" (I, 322). Fritsch gives a highly interesting 
description of the life of Bushman hunters (I, 424 et seq.). 
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t h e s a m e s o u r c e . " T h e p e c u l i a r i t y o f B u s h m a n m y t h o l o g y , " 
A n d r e w L a n g w r i t e s , " i s t h e a l m o s t a b s o l u t e p r e d o m i n a n c e 
o f a n i m a l s . E x c e p t ' a n o l d w o m a n ' w h o a p p e a r s n o w a n d 
t h e n i n t h e s e i n c o h e r e n t l e g e n d s , t h e i r m y t h s h a v e s c a r c e l y 
o n e h u m a n figure t o s h o w . ' " ' ' A c c o r d i n g t o B r o u g h S m i t h , 
t h e A u s t r a l i a n a b o r i g i n e s , — l i k e t h e B u s h m e n , w h o h a v e n o t 
y e t e m e r g e d f r o m t h e hunting stage—have as t h e i r g o d s 
m o s t l y b i r d s a n d beas t s . ' " ' ' 

T h e r e l i g i o n o f p r i m i t i v e t r i b e s h a s n o t y e t b e e n a d e q u a t e l y 
s t u d i e d . H o w e v e r , w h a t w e a l r e a d y k n o w f u l l y c o n f i r m s t h e 
c o r r e c t n e s s o f t h e b r i e f t h e s i s o f F e u e r b a c h a n d M a r x t h a t 
" i t i s n o t r e l i g i o n t h a t m a k e s m a n , b u t m a n w h o m a k e s 
r e l i g i o n " . A s E d . T y l o r s a y s , " A m o n g n a t i o n a f t e r n a t i o n i t 
i s s t i l l c l e a r h o w , m a n b e i n g t h e t y p e o f d e i t y , h u m a n s o c i e ­
t y a n d g o v e r n m e n t b e c a m e t h e m o d e l o n w h i c h d i v i n e s o c i e t y 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t w e r e shaped."""•''''"• T h i s i s u n q u e s t i o n a b l y a 
m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w o n r e l i g i o n : i t i s k n o w n t h a t S a i n t - S i m o n 
h e l d t h e o p p o s i t e v i e w , e x p l a i n i n g t h e s o c i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l 
s y s t e m o f t h e a n c i e n t G r e e k s t h r o u g h t h e i r r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s . 
I t i s , h o w e v e r , f a r m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a t s c i e n c e h a s a l r e a d y 
b e g u n t o d i s c o v e r t h e c a u s a l l i n k b e t w e e n t h e t e c h ­
n i c a l l e v e l o f p r i m i t i v e p e o p l e s a n d t h e i r w o r l d - o u t -
look.' '"' ' '^' '"' I n t h i s r e s p e c t v a l u a b l e d i s c o v e r i e s e v i d e n t l y 
a w a i t science.''''''''''"^'''' 

* Plekhanov is quoting from the French translation of Lang's M y t h , 
R i t u a l , and R e l i g i o n , i.e., Mythes, cultes et r e l i g i o n , trad, par L . Ma-
rillier, Paris, 1896, p. 332. We are quoting from the original, London, 
1887, VoL IT, p. 15.—£rf. 

** Worth recalling in this connection is R. Andrea's remark that man 
originally imagined his gods in the shape of animals. "When man later 
anthropomorphised animals, there arose the mythical transformation 
of men into animals." {Ethnographische P a r a l l e l e n und Vergleiche, neue 
Folge, Leipzig, 1889, S. 116.) The anthropomorphisation of animals 
presupposes a relatively high level of the development of the productive 
forces. Cf. also, Leo Frobenius, D i e Weltanschauung der N a t u r v o l k e r , 
Weimar, 1898, S. 24. 

*** L a civilisation primitive, Paris, 1876, tome I I , p. 322. 
**** Gf. H . Schurtz, Vorgeschichte der K u l t u r , Leipzig und Wien, 1900, 

S. 559-64. I shall return to this matter later, apropos of another question. 
(Note to the German edition of 1910.) I shall permit myself to 

refer the reader to my article in the journal Sovremenny M i r {'I he 
Contemporary W o r l d . — T r . ) entitled "On the So-called Religious 
Seekings in Russia" (1909, September). In it, I also discussed the signif­
icance of the mechanical arts for the development of religious concepts. 
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I n t h e s p h e r e o f t h e ideology o f p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y , art h a s 
b e e n s t u d i e d b e t t e r t h a n a n y o t h e r b r a n c h : a n a b u n d a n c e o f 
m a t e r i a l h a s b e e n c o l l e c t e d , t e s t i f y i n g i n t h e m o s t u n a m ­
b i g u o u s a n d c o n v i n c i n g m a n n e r t o t h e s o u n d n e s s a n d , o n e 
m i g h t s a y , t h e inevitability o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
h i s t o r y . S o c o p i o u s i s t h i s m a t e r i a l t h a t I c a n h e r e e n u m e r a t e 
o n l y t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f t h e w o r k s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 
s u b j e c t : S c h w e i n f u r t h , Artes Africanae, L e i p z i g , 1 8 7 5 ; 
R . A n d r e e , Ethnographische Parallelen, t h e a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d 
" D a s Z e i c h n e n b e i d e n N a t U r v o l k e r n " ; V o n d e n S t e i n e n , 
Unter den Naturvolkern Zentral-Brasiliens, B e r l i n , 1 8 9 4 ; 
G . M a l l e r y , Picture Writing of the American Indians, 
X A n n u a l R e p o r t o f t h e B u r e a u o f E t h n o l o g y , W a s h i n g t o n , 
1 8 9 3 ( r e p o r t s f o r o t h e r y e a r s c o n t a i n v a l u a b l e m a t e r i a l o n 
t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e m e c h a n i c a l a r t s , e s p e c i a l l y w e a v i n g , o n 
o r n a m e n t a l d e s i g n ) ; H o m e s , Urgeschichte der bildenden 
Kunst in Europa, W i e n , 1 8 9 8 ; E r n s t G r o s s e , Die Anfdnge der 
Kunst, a l s o Kunstwissenschaftliche Studien, T i i b i n g e n , 1 9 0 0 ; 
Y r j o H i r n , Der Ursprung der Kunst, L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 4 ; K a r l 
B u c h e r , Arbeit und Rhythmus, 3 . A u f l a g e , 1 9 0 2 ; G a b r i e l e t 
A d r i e n d e M o r t i l l e t , Le prehistorique, P a r i s , 1 9 0 0 , p p . 2 1 7 -
3 0 ; H o m e s , Der diluviale MenscfiP'^ in Europa, B r a u n s c h ­
w e i g , 1 9 0 3 ; S o p h u s M u l l e r , L'Europe prehistorique, t r a d , d u 
d a n o i s p a r E . P h i l i p p o t , P a r i s , 1 9 0 7 ; R i c h . W a l l a s c h e k , An­
fdnge der Tonkunst, L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 3 . 

T h e c o n c l u s i o n s a r r i v e d a t b y m o d e r n s c i e n c e as r e g a r d s 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f a r t w i l l b e s h o w n b y t h e 
f o l l o w i n g q u o t a t i o n s f r o m t h e a u t h o r s e n u m e r a t e d a b o v e . 

" D e c o r a t i v e d e s i g n , " s a y s H o m e s , * " c a n d e v e l o p o n l y 
f r o m i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y , w h i c h i s i t s m a t e r i a l p r e c o n d i t i o n 
P e o p l e s w i t h o u t a n y i n d u s t r y . . . h a v e n o o r n a m e n t a l d e s i g n 
e i t h e r . " 

V o n d e n S t e i n e n t h i n k s t h a t drawing {Zeichnen) d e v e l ­
o p e d f r o m "Zeichen" {making signs), used with the practical 
aim of indicating objects. 

B i i c h e r h a s f o r m e d t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t " a t t h e p r i m i t i v e 
s t a g e o f t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t , w o r k , m u s i c a n d p o e t r y w e r e a 
f u s e d w h o l e , w o r k b e i n g t h e c h i e f e l e m e n t i n t h i s t r i n i t y , 
a n d m u s i c a n d p o e t r y o f s e c o n d a r y i m p o r t a n c e " . I n h i s 

Urgeschichte, etc., S. 38. 
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O p i n i o n , " t h e o r i g i n o f p o e t r y i s t o b e s o u g h t i n l a b o u r " , a n d 
g o e s o n t o r e m a r k t h a t n o l a n g u a g e a r r a n g e s w o r d s m a k i n g 
u p a s e n t e n c e i n o r d i n a r y s p e e c h , i n a r h y t h m i c a l p a t t e r n . 
I t i s t h e r e f o r e i m p r o b a b l e t h a t m e n a r r i v e d a t m e a s u r e d 
p o e t i c a l s p e e c h t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f t h e i r e v e r y d a y l a n g u a g e 
— t h e i n n e r l o g i c o f t h a t l a n g u a g e o p e r a t e s a g a i n s t t h a t . 
H o w , t h e n , i s o n e t o e x p l a i n t h e o r i g i n o f m e a s u r e d , p o e t i c a l 
s p e e c h ? B i i c h e r i s o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e m e a s u r e d a n d 
r h y t h m i c a l m o v e m e n t s o f t h e b o d y t r a n s m i t t e d t h e l a w s o f 
t h e i r c o - o r d i n a t i o n t o f i g u r a t i v e , p o e t i c a l s p e e c h . T h i s i s a l l 
t h e m o r e p r o b a b l e i f o n e r e c a l l s t h a t , a t t h e l o w e r s t a g e s o f 
d e v e l o p m e n t , r h y t h m i c a l movements o f t h e b o d y a r e u s u a l l y 
a c c o m p a n i e d b y singing. B u t w h a t i s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f b o d i l y m o v e m e n t s ? I t l i e s in the nature of 
the processes of production. T h u s , "the origin of poetry is 
to be sought in productive a c t i v i t i e s " . * 

R . W a l l a s c h e k f o r m u l a t e s h i s v i e w o n t h e o r i g i n o f 
dramatic performances a m o n g p r i m i t i v e t r i b e s i n t h e f o l ­
l o w i n g w a y : * * " T h e s u b j e c t s o f t h e s e d r a m a t i c p e r f o r m a n c e s 
w e r e : 

1 . T h e c h a s e , w a r , p a d d l i n g ( a m o n g h u n t e r s — t h e l i f e a n d 
h a b i t s o f a n i m a l s ; a n i m a l p a n t o m i m e s ; m a s k s * * * ) . 

2 . T h e l i f e a n d h a b i t s o f c a t t l e ( a m o n g p a s t o r a l p e o p l e s ) . 
3 . W o r k ( a m o n g a g r i c u l t u r i s t s : s o w i n g , t h r e s h i n g , v i n e -

d r e s s i n g ) . 
T h e e n t i r e t r i b e t o o k p a r t i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e , a l l o f t h e m 

s i n g i n g ( i n c h o r u s ) . T h e w o r d s s u n g w e r e m e a n i n g l e s s , t h e 
c o n t e n t b e i n g p r o v i d e d b y t h e p e r f o r m a n c e i t s e l f ( p a n t o ­
m i m e ) . O n l y a c t i o n s o f e v e r y d a y l i f e w e r e r e p r e s e n t e d , s u c h a s 
w e r e a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o r e x i s t e n c e . " 
W a l l a s c h e k s a y s t h a t i n m a n y p r i m i t i v e t r i b e s , d u r i n g s u c h 
p e r f o r m a n c e s , t h e c h o r u s s p l i t i n t o t w o o p p o s i t e p a r t s . 
" S u c h , " h e a d d s , " w a s t h e o r i g i n o f G r e e k d r a m a , w h i c h w a s 
a l s o a n a n i m a l p a n t o m i m e a t t h e o u t s e t . T h e g o a t w a s t h e 
a n i m a l t h a t p l a y e d t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e e c o n o m y 
o f t h e G r e e k s , w h i c h a c c o u n t s f o r t h e w o r d ' t r a g e d y ' b e i n g 
d e r i v e d f r o m ' t r a g o s ' , t h e G r e e k f o r ' g o a t ' . " 

* Arbeit u. Rhythmus, S. 342. 
** Anfdnge derTonkunst, S. 257. 

Usually depicting animals too.—G.P. 
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I t w o u l d b e d i f f i c u l t t o g i v e a m o r e s t r i k i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n 
o f t h e p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t i t i s n o t b e i n g t h a t i s d e t e r m i n e d b y 
t h i n k i n g , b u t t h i n k i n g t h a t i s d e t e r m i n e d b y b e i n g . 

I X 

B u t e c o n o m i c l i f e d e v e l o p s u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a g r o w t h 
i n t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . T h e r e f o r e t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s o f 
p e o p l e e n g a g e d i n t h e p r o c e s s o f p r o d u c t i o n u n d e r g o c h a n g e s , 
a n d , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e m , c h a n g e s t a k e p l a c e i n h u m a n 
m e n t a l i t y . A s M a r x p u t s i t : " A t a c e r t a i n s t a g e o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t , t h e m a t e r i a l productive forces o f s o c i e t y c o m e i n t o 
c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n o r — t h i s 
m e r e l y e x p r e s s e s t h e s a m e t h i n g i n l e g a l t e r m s — w i t h t h e 
p r o p e r t y r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f w h i c h t h e y h a v e 
o p e r a t e d h i t h e r t o . F r o m f o r m s o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o ­
d u c t i v e f o r c e s t h e s e r e l a t i o n s t u r n i n t o t h e i r f e t t e r s . T h e n 
b e g i n s a n e r a o f s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n . T h e c h a n g e s i n t h e 
e c o n o m i c f o u n d a t i o n l e a d s o o n e r o r l a t e r t o t h e t r a n s f o r m a ­
t i o n o f t h e w h o l e i m m e n s e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . . . . N o s o c i a l o r d e r 
i s e v e r d e s t r o y e d b e f o r e a l l t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s f o r w h i c h 
i t i s s u f f i c i e n t h a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d , a n d n e w s u p e r i o r r e l a ­
t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n n e v e r r e p l a c e o l d e r o n e s b e f o r e t h e 
m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e h a v e m a t u r e d w i t h i n 
t h e f r a m e w o r k o f t h e o l d s o c i e t y . * T h e r e f o r e m a n k i n d a l w a y s 
se t s i t s e l f o n l y s u c h t a s k s as i t c a n s o l v e , s i n c e , l o o k i n g a t 
t h e m a t t e r m o r e c l o s e l y , i t w i l l a l w a y s b e f o u n d t h a t t h e t a s k 
i t s e l f a r i s e s o n l y w h e n t h e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f i t s s o l u t i o n 
a l r e a d y e x i s t o r a r e a t l e a s t i n t h e p r o c e s s o f f o r m a t i o n . " ^ ^ 

H e r e w e h a v e b e f o r e u s a g e n u i n e " a l g e b r a " — a n d purely 
materialist a t t h a t — o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s a l g e b r a h a s 
r o o m b o t h f o r "leaps" ( o f t h e e p o c h o f s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n s ) 
a n d f o r gradual changes. G r a d u a l q u a n t i t a t i v e c h a n g e s i n 
t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f a g i v e n o r d e r o f t h i n g s l e a d u l t i m a t e l y t o a 
change in quality, i . e . , t o t h e d o w n f a l l o f the old mode of 

* (Note to the German edition of 1910.) Certain Marxists in our 
country are known to have thought otherwise in the autumn of 1905. 
They considered a socialist revolution possible in Russia, since, they 
claimed, the country's productive forces were sufficiently developed for 
such a revolution.^^ 
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production—or, a s M a r x e x p r e s s e s i t h e r e , o f t h e o l d s o c i a l 
o r d e r — a n d t o i t s r e p l a c e m e n t b y a n e w m o d e . A s M a r x 
r e m a r k s , i n b r o a d o u t l i n e , t h e A s i a t i c , a n c i e n t , f e u d a l , a n d 
m o d e r n b o u r g e o i s m o d e s o f p r o d u c t i o n m a y b e d e s i g n a t e d , 
a s s u c c e s s i v e e p o c h s ( " m a r k i n g p r o g r e s s " ) i n t h e e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i e t y . ^ ^ T h e r e i s h o w e v e r r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e 
t h a t l a t e r , w h e n h e h a d r e a d M o r g a n ' s b o o k o n a n c i e n t 
s o c i e t y , h e m o d i f i e d h i s v i e w as t o t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e m o d e 
o f p r o d u c t i o n i n antiquity t o t h a t o f t h e East. I n d e e d , t h e 
l o g i c o f t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e feudal m o d e o f 
p r o d u c t i o n l e d t o a s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n t h a t m a r k e d t h e 
t r i u m p h o f capitalism. B u t t h e l o g i c o f t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f China o r ancient Egypt, f o r e x a m p l e , d i d n o t a t 
a i l l e a d t o t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e antique m o d e o f p r o d u c ­
t i o n . I n t h e f o r m e r i n s t a n c e w e a r e s p e a k i n g o f t w o p h a s e s 
o f d e v e l o p m e n t , one o f w h i c h follows the other, a n d i s 
engendered by it. T h e s e c o n d i n s t a n c e , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 
r e p r e s e n t s r a t h e r t w o coexisting types o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l ­
o p m e n t . T h e society of antiquity t o o k t h e p l a c e o f t h e clan 
social organisation, t h e l a t t e r a l s o p r e c e d i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e 
o f t h e o r i e n t a l social system. E a c h o f t h e s e t w o t y p e s o f 
e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e w a s t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e g r o w t h i n t h e 
p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s w i t h i n t h e c l a n o r g a n i s a t i o n , a p r o c e s s t h a t 
i n e v i t a b l y l e d t o t h e l a t t e r ' s u l t i m a t e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . I f t h e s e 
t w o t y p e s d i f f e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m e a c h o t h e r , t h e i r c h i e f 
d i s t i n c t i v e f e a t u r e s w e r e e v o l v e d under the influence of the 
geographic environment, w h i c h in one case p r e s c r i b e d one 
kind o f a g g r e g a t e p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s t o a s o c i e t y t h a t h a d 
a c h i e v e d a c e r t a i n d e g r e e o f g r o w t h i n t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , 
a n d i n t h e o t h e r case , another kind, g r e a t l y d i f f e r i n g f r o m 
t h e first. 

T h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e clan type o f s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i s 
e v i d e n t l y d e s t i n e d t o p l a y t h e s a m e p a r t i n s o c i a l s c i e n c e as 
w a s p l a y e d i n b i o l o g y b y t h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e cell. W h i l e 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s w e r e u n f a m i l i a r w i t h t h i s t y p e o f o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n , t h e r e c o u l d n o t b u t b e c o n s i d e r a b l e g a p s i n t h e i r 
t h e o r y o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , as E n g e l s h i m s e l f s u b s e q u e n t l y 
a c k n o w l e d g e d . ^ ^ 

B u t t h e d i s c o v e r y o f t h e c l a n t y p e o f o r g a n i s a t i o n , w h i c h 
f o r t h e first t i m e p r o v i d e d a k e y t o a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 
l o w e r s t a g e s o f s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , w a s b u t a n e w a n d 
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powerful argument in favour of the materialist explanation 
of history, not against that concept. It provided a closer 
insight into the way in which the first phases of social being 
take shape, and social being then determines social thinking. 
The discovery thereby gave amazing clarity to the truth that 
social thinking is determined by social being. 

I mention all this only in passing. The main thing 
deserving of attention is Marx's remark that the property 
relations existing when the productive forces reach a certain 
level encourage the further growth of those forces for a time, 
and then begin to hamper that growth."' This is a reminder 
of the fact that, though a certain state of the productive 
forces is the cause of the given production relations, and in 
particular of the property relations, the latter (once they have 
arisen as a consequence of the aforementioned cause) begin 
themselves to influence that cause. Thus there arises an 
interaction between the productive forces and the social 
economy. Since a whole superstructure of social relations, 
sentiments and concepts grows on the economic basis, that 
superstructure first fostering and then hindering the econom­
ic development, there arises between the superstructure and 
the basis an interaction which provides the key to an un­
derstanding of all those phenomena which at first glance 
seem to contradict the fundamental thesis of historical 
materialism. 

Everything hitherto said by "critics" of Marx concerning 
the supposed one-sidedness of Marxism and its alleged 
disregard of all other "factors" of social development but 
the economic, has been prompted by a failure to understand 
the role assigned by Marx and Engels to the interaction he-

* Let us take slavery as an instance. At a certain level of devel­
opment it fosters the growth of the productive forces, and then begins 
to hamper that growth. Its disappearance among the civilised peoples 
of the West was due to their economic development. (Concerning 
slavery in the ancient world, see Professor Et. Ciccotti's interesting 
work II tramonto della schiavitu, Turin, 1899.) In his book J o u r n a l of 
the Discovery of the Sources of the N i l e , 1863, J . H. Speke says that, 
among the Negroes, slaves consider it dishonest and disgraceful to run 
away from a master who has paid money for them. To this it might be 
added that these same slaves consider their condition more honourable 
than that of the h i r e d labourer. Such an outlook corresponds to the 
phase "when slavery is still a progressive phenomenon". 
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tween "basis" and "superstructure". To realise, for instance, 
how little Marx and Engels ignored the significance of the 
political factor, it is sufficient to read those pages of the 
Communist Manifesto which make reference to the libera­
tion movement of the bourgeoisie. There we are told: 

"An oppressed class under the sway of the feudal nobility, 
an armed and self-governing association in the medieval 
commune; here independent urban republic (as in Italy and 
Germany), there taxable 'third estate' of the monarchy (as in 
France), afterwards, in the period of manufacture proper, 
serving either the semi-feudal or the absolute monarchy as 
a counterpoise against the nobility, and, in fact, corner-stone 
of the great monarchies in general, the bourgeoisie has at 
last, since the establishment of Modern Industry and of the 
world-market, conquered for itself, in the modern repre­
sentative State, exclusive political sway. The executive of 
the modern State is but a committee for managing the 
common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie." '̂' 

The importance of the political "factor" is so clearly 
revealed here that some "critics" consider it even unduly 
stressed. But the influence and the force of this "factor", as 
well as the mode of its operation in each given period of the 
bourgeoisie's development, are theniselves explained in the 
Manifesto by the course of economic development, in con­
sequence of which the variety of "factors" in no way disturbs 
the unity of the fundamental cause. 

Political relations indubitably influence the econoniic 
movement, but it is also indisputable that before they in­
fluence that movement they are created by it. 

The same must be said of the mentality of man as a social 
being, of that which Stamiiiler has somewhat one-sidedly 
called social concepts. The Manifesto gives convincing proof 
that its authors were well aware of the importance of the 
ideological "factor". However, in the same Manifesto we 
see that, even if the ideological "factor" plays an important 
part in the development of society, it is itself previously 
created by that development. 

"When the ancient world was in its last throes, the 
ancient religions were overcome by Christianity. When 
Christian ideas succumbed in the eighteenth century to 
rationalist ideas, feudal society fought its death battle with 
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t h e t h e n r e v o l u t i o n a r y b o u r g e o i s i e . " ^ ^ I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , 
h o w e v e r , t h e c o n c l u d i n g c h a p t e r o f t h e Manifesto i s e v e n 
m o r e c o n v i n c i n g . I t s a u t h o r s t e l l u s t h a t t h e C o m m u n i s t s 
n e v e r c e a s e t o i n s t i l i n t o t h e m i n d s o f t h e w o r k e r s t h e 
c l e a r e s t p o s s i b l e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e h o s t i l e a n t a g o n i s m b e ­
t w e e n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e a n d o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . 
I t i s e a s y t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t o n e w h o a t t a c h e s n o i m p o r t a n c e 
t o t h e i d e o l o g i c a l " f a c t o r " h a s n o l o g i c a l g r o u n d f o r t r y i n g 
t o i n s t i l a n y s u c h r e c o g n i t i o n w h a t s o e v e r i n t h e m i n d s o f 
a n y s o c i a l g r o u p . 

X 

I h a v e q u o t e d f r o m t h e Manifesto, i n p r e f e r e n c e t o o t h e r 
w o r k s b y M a r x a n d E n g e l s , b e c a u s e i t b e l o n g s t o t h e e a r l y 
p e r i o d o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s w h e n — a s s o m e o f t h e i r c r i t i c s 
a s s u r e u s — t h e y w e r e e s p e c i a l l y " o n e - s i d e d " i n t h e i r u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g o f t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e " f a c t o r s " o f s o c i a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t . W e see c l e a r l y , h o w e v e r , t h a t i n t h a t p e r i o d 
t o o t h e y w e r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d , n o t b y a n y "one-sidedness", b u t 
o n l y b y a s t r i v i n g t o w a r d s monism, a n a v e r s i o n f o r t h e 
eclecticism s o m a n i f e s t i n t h e r e m a r k s o f t h e i r " c r i t i c s " . 

R e f e r e n c e i s n o t i n f r e q u e n t l y m a d e t o t w o o f E n g e l s ' s 
l e t t e r s , b o t h p u b l i s h e d i n Sozialistischer Akademiker. O n e 
w a s w r i t t e n i n 1 8 9 0 , t h e o t h e r i n 1 8 9 4 . T h e r e w a s a t i m e 
w h e n H e r r B e r n s t e i n m a d e m u c h o f t h e s e l e t t e r s ^ ^ w h i c h , 
h e t h o u g h t , c o n t a i n e d p l a i n t e s t i m o n y o f t h e e v o l u t i o n t h a t 
h a d t a k e n p l a c e i n t h e c o u r s e o f t i m e i n t h e v i e w s o f M a r x ' s 
f r i e n d a n d c o l l a b o r a t o r . H e m a d e t w o e x t r a c t s f r o m t h e m , 
w h i c h h e t h o u g h t m o s t c o n v i n c i n g i n t h i s r e s p e c t , a n d w h i c h 
I c o n s i d e r n e c e s s a r y t o r e p r o d u c e h e r e , i n a s m u c h a s t h e y 
p r o v e t h e r e v e r s e o f w h a t H e r r B e r n s t e i n w a s o u t t o p r o v e . 

H e r e i s t h e f i r s t o f t h e s e e x t r a c t s : " T h u s t h e r e a r e i n n u m e r ­
a b l e i n t e r s e c t i n g f o r c e s , a n i n f i n i t e g r o u p o f p a r a l l e l o g r a m s 
o f f o r c e s w h i c h g i v e r i s e t o a resultant—the h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t . 
T h i s m a y a g a i n i t s e l f b e v i e w e d a s t h e p r o d u c t o f a p o w e r 
w h i c h w o r k s as a w h o l e u n c o n s c i o u s l y a n d w i t h o u t v o l i t i o n . 
F o r w h a t e a c h i n d i v i d u a l w i l l s i s o b s t r u c t e d b y e v e r y o n e 
e l s e , a n d w h a t e m e r g e s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t n o o n e willed."™ 
( L e t t e r o f 1 8 9 0 . ) 
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H e r e i s t h e s e c o n d e x t r a c t : " P o l i t i c a l , j u r i d i c a l , p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l , r e l i g i o u s , l i t e r a r y , a r t i s t i c , e t c . , d e v e l o p m e n t i s 
b a s e d o n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . B u t a l l t h e s e r e a c t u p o n o n e 
a n o t h e r a n d a l s o o n t h e e c o n o m i c b a s i s . " ^ ^ ( L e t t e r o f 1 8 9 4 . ) 
H e r r B e r n s t e i n finds t h a t " t h i s s o u n d s s o m e w h a t d i f f e r e n t " 
t h a n t h e p r e f a c e t o Zur Kritik der politischen Oekonomie, 
w h i c h s p e a k s o f t h e l i n k b e t w e e n t h e e c o n o m i c " b a s i s " a n d 
t h e " s u p e r s t r u c t u r e " t h a t r i s e s a b o v e i t . B u t i n w h a t w a y 
d o e s i t s o u n d d i f f e r e n t ? P r e c i s e l y w h a t i s s a i d i n t h e p r e f a c e , 
i s r e p e a t e d , v i z . , p o l i t i c a l a n d a l l o t h e r k i n d s o f d e v e l o p ­
m e n t r e s t o n e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . H e r r B e r n s t e i n s e e m s 
t o h a v e b e e n m i s l e d b y t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s , " b u t a l l t h e s e 
r e a c t u p o n o n e a n o t h e r a n d a l s o o n t h e e c o n o m i c b a s i s " . 
H e r r B e r n s t e i n h i m s e l f s e e m s t o h a v e u n d e r s t o o d t h e p r e ­
f a c e t o Zur Kritik d i f f e r e n t l y , i . e . , i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h e s o c i a l 
a n d i d e o l o g i c a l " s u p e r s t r u c t u r e " t h a t g r o w s o n t h e e c o n o m i c 
" b a s i s " e x e r t s n o i n f l u e n c e , i n i t s t u r n , o n t h a t " b a s i s " . W e 
a l r e a d y k n o w , h o w e v e r , t h a t n o t h i n g c a n b e m o r e m i s t a k e n 
t h a n s u c h a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f M a r x ' s t h o u g h t . T h o s e w h o 
h a v e o b s e r v e d H e r r B e r n s t e i n ' s " c r i t i c a l " e x e r c i s e s c a n o n l y 
s h r u g t h e i r s h o u l d e r s w h e n t h e y see a m a n w h o o n c e u n d e r ­
t o o k t o p o p u l a r i s e M a r x i s m f a i l i n g t o g o t o t h e t r o u b l e — o r , 
t o b e m o r e a c c u r a t e , p r o v i n g i n c a p a b l e — o f f i r s t g e t t i n g a n 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h a t d o c t r i n e . 

T h e s e c o n d o f t h e l e t t e r s q u o t e d b y H e r r B e r n s t e i n 
c o n t a i n s p a s s a g e s t h a t a r e p r o b a b l y o f g r e a t e r i m p o r t a n c e 
f o r a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e c a u s a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e h i s t o r ­
i c a l t h e o r y o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s , t h j u i t h e l i n e s I h a v e 
q u o t e d , w h i c h h a v e b e e n so p o o r l y u n d e r s t o o d b y H e r r 
B e r n s t e i n . O n e o f t h e s e p a s s a g e s r e a d s as f o l l o w s : " S o i t i s 
n o t , a s p e o p l e t r y h e r e a n d t h e r e c o n v e n i e n t l y t o i m a g i n e , 
t h a t t h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n p r o d u c e s a n a u t o m a t i c e f f e c t . N o . 
M e n m a k e t h e i r h i s t o r y t h e m s e l v e s , o n l y t h e y d o s o i n a 
g i v e n e n v i r o n m e n t , w h i c h c o n d i t i o n s i t (in einem gegebenen, 
sie bedingenden Milieu), a n d o n t h e b a s i s o f a c t u a l r e l a t i o n s 
a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g , a m o n g w h i c h t h e e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s , h o w ­
e v e r m u c h t h e y m a y b e i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e o t h e r — t h e p o l i t i c a l 
a n d i d e o l o g i c a l r e l a t i o n s , a r e s t i l l u l t i m a t e l y t h e d e c i s i v e 
o n e s , f o r m i n g t h e k e y n o t e w h i c h r u n s t h r o u g h t h e m a n d 
a l o n e l e a d s t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g . " ^ ^ 

A s w e see , H e r r B e r n s t e i n h i m s e l f , i n t h e d a y s o f h i s 



" o r t h o d o x " m o o d , w a s a m o n g t h e p e o p l e " h e r e a n d t h e r e " , 
w h o i n t e r p r e t t h e h i s t o r i c a l d o c t r i n e o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s i n 
t h e s e n s e t h a t i n h i s t o r y " t h e e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n p r o d u c e s 
a n a u t o m a t i c e f f e c t " . T h e s e a l s o i n c l u d e v e r y m a n y " c r i t i c s " 
o f M a r x w h o h a v e s w i t c h e d i n t o r e v e r s e " / r o w Marxism to 
idealism'. T h e s e p r o f o u n d t h i n k e r s r e v e a l g r e a t s e l f - s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n w h e n t h e y c o n f r o n t a n d r e p r o a c h t h e " o n e - s i d e d " 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s w i t h t h e f o r m u l a t h a t h i s t o r y i s m a d e b y 
m e n a n d n o t b y t h e a u t o m a t i c m o v e m e n t o f t h e e c o n o m y . I n 
q u o t i n g M a r x , t h e y a r e a c t u a l l y m i s q u o t i n g h i m , a n d i n t h e i r 
b o u n d l e s s s i m p l i c i t y o f m i n d , d o n o t e v e n s u s p e c t t h a t the 
"Marx" they are "criticising" h a s n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n w i t h 
t h e r e a l M a r x , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e n a m e , s i n c e h e i s 
t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e i r o w n a n d r e a l l y m a n y - s i d e d n o n -
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s u b j e c t . I t i s n a t u r a l t h a t " c r i t i c s " o f 
s u c h c a l i b r e a r e u t t e r l y i n c a p a b l e o f " s u p p l e m e n t i n g " o r 
" a m e n d i n g " a n y t h i n g i n h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . C o n s e q u e n t ­
l y , I s h a l l n o t d e a l w i t h t h e m a n y l o n g e r , a n d s h a l l g o o v e r 
t o t h e " f o u n d e r s " o f t h a t t h e o r y . 

I t i s o f t h e u t m o s t i m p o r t a n c e t o n o t e t h a t w h e n E n g e l s , 
s h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s d e a t h , d e n i e d t h e " a u t o m a t i c " u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l o p e r a t i o n o f t h e e c o n o m y , he was only 
repealing ( a l m o s t i n t h e s a m e w o r d s ) and explaining what 
Marx had written as far back as 1845, in the third Thesis 
on Feuerbach, quoted above. T h e r e M a r x r e p r o a c h e d t h e 
e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l i s t s w i t h h a v i n g f o r g o t t e n t h a t i f " m e n a r e 
p r o d u c t s o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s . . . i t i s m e n t h a t c h a n g e c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s " . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e t a s k o f m a t e r i a l i s m i n t h e s p h e r e 
o f h i s t o r y l a y , as M a r x u n d e r s t o o d i t , p r e c i s e l y i n e x p l a i n i n g 
in what manner "circumstances" can be changed by those 
who are themselves created by them. T h i s p r o b l e m w a s 
s o l v e d b y t h e r e f e r e n c e t o t h e r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n t h a t 
d e v e l o p u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f c o n d i t i o n s i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e 
h u m a n w i l l . P r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s a r e t h e relations among 
human beings i n t h e s o c i a l p r o c e s s o f p r o d u c t i o n . S a y i n g 
t h a t production relations have changed m e a n s s a y i n g t h a t 
the mutual relations have changed among people e n g a g e d 
i n t h a t p r o c e s s . A c h a n g e i n t h e s e r e l a t i o n s c a n n o t t a k e p l a c e 
" a u t o m a t i c a l l y " , i . e . , independently of human activity, 
b e c a u s e t h e y a r e relations established among men in the 
process of their activities. 
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B u t t h e s e r e l a t i o n s m a y u n d e r g o c h a n g e s — a n d i n d e e d 
o f t e n d o u n d e r g o c h a n g e s — i n a d i r e c t i o n f a r f r o m t h a t i n 
w h i c h p e o p l e would like t h e m t o c h a n g e . T h e c h a r a c t e r o f 
t h e " e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e " a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n i n w h i c h t h a t 
c h a r a c t e r c h a n g e s d e p e n d , n o t u p o n h u m a n w i l l b u t o n t h e 
s t a t e o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d o n t h e s p e c i f i c c h a n g e s i n 
p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s w h i c h t a k e p l a c e a n d b e c o m e n e c e s s a r y 
t o s o c i e t y a s a r e s u l t o f t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h o s e 
f o r c e s . E n g e l s e x p l a i n s t h i s i n t h e f o l l o w i n g w o r d s : " M e n 
m a k e t h e i r h i s t o r y t h e m s e l v e s , b u t n o t a s y e t w i t h a c o l l e c t i v e 
w i l l a c c o r d i n g t o a c o l l e c t i v e p l a n o r e v e n i n a d e f i n i t e , 
d e l i m i t e d g i v e n s o c i e t y . T h e i r a s p i r a t i o n s c l a s h , a n d f o r t h a t 
v e r y r e a s o n a l l s u c h s o c i e t i e s a r e g o v e r n e d b y necessity, t h e 
c o m p l e m e n t a n d f o r m o f a p p e a r a n c e o f w h i c h i s accident.""^^ 
H e r e h u m a n a c t i v i t y i s i t s e l f d e f i n e d as b e i n g n o t f r e e , b u t 
necessary, i . e . , a s b e i n g in conformity with a law, a n d 
t h e r e f o r e capable of becoming an object of scientific study. 
T h u s , w h i l e a l w a y s p o i n t i n g o u t t h a t c i r c u m s t a n c e s a r e 
c h a n g e d b y m e n , h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m a t t h e s a m e t i m e 
e n a b l e s u s , f o r t h e first t i m e , to examine the process of this 
change from the standpoint of science. T h a t i s w h y w e h a v e 
e v e r y r i g h t t o s a y t h a t t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y 
p r o v i d e s t h e n e c e s s a r y prolegomena to any doctrine on 
human society claiming to be a science?^ 

T h i s i s s o t r u e t h a t a t p r e s e n t t h e s t u d y o f a n y a s p e c t o f 
s o c i a l l i f e a c q u i r e s scientific significance o n l y i n t h e m e a s u r e 
i n w h i c h i t d r a w s c l o s e r t o a materialist e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h a t 
l i f e . D e s p i t e t h e s o v a u n t e d " r e v i v a l o f i d e a l i s m " i n t h e 
s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n i s b e c o m i n g m o r e a n d m o r e 
c o m m o n w h e r e v e r r e s e a r c h e r s r e f r a i n f r o m i n d u l g i n g i n 
e d i f y i n g m e d i t a t i o n a n d v e r b i a g e o n t h e " i d e a l " , b u t s e t 
t h e m s e l v e s t h e s c i e n t i f i c t a s k o f d i s c o v e r i n g t h e c a u s a l l i n k s 
b e t w e e n p h e n o m e n a . T o d a y e v e n p e o p l e w h o n o t o n l y d o 
n o t a d h e r e t o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w o n h i s t o r y , b u t h a v e n o t 
t h e s l i g h t e s t i d e a o f i t , a r e p r o v i n g m a t e r i a l i s t s i n t h e i r 
h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h e s . I t i s h e r e t h a t t h e i r i g n o r a n c e o f t h i s 
v i e w , o r t h e i r p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t i t , w h i c h h i n d e r s a n u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g o f a l l i t s a s p e c t s , d o e s i n d e e d l e a d t o o n e - s i d e d n e s s 
a n d n a r r o w n e s s o f c o n c e p t s . 
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H e r e i s a g o o d i l l u s t r a t i o n . T e n y e a r s a g o A l f r e d E s p i n a s , 
t h e F r e n c h s c h o l a r ( a n d i n c i d e n t a l l y a b i t t e r e n e m y o f t h e 
p r e s e n t - d a y s o c i a l i s t s ) , p u b l i s h e d a h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g — a t 
l e a s t i n c o n c e p t i o n — " s o c i o l o g i c a l s t u d y " e n t i t l e d Les origines 
de la technologie. I n t h i s b o o k , t h e a u t h o r , p r o c e e d i n g f r o m 
t h e p u r e l y m a t e r i a l i s t p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t practice a l w a y s p r e ­
c ed es theory i n t h e h i s t o r y o f m a n k i n d , e x a m i n e s t h e i n f l u ­
e n c e o f technology o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f ideology, o r t o b e 
m o r e p r e c i s e , o n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f r e l i g i o n a n d p h i l o s o p h y 
i n a n c i e n t G r e e c e . H e a r r i v e s a t t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t , i n e a c h 
p e r i o d o f t h a t d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e a n c i e n t G r e e k s ' w o r l d -
o u t l o o k w a s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e s t a t e o f t h e i r p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s . T h i s i s , o f c o u r s e , a h i g h l y i n t e r e s t i n g a n d i m p o r t a n t 
c o n c l u s i o n , b u t a n y o n e a c c u s t o m e d c o n s c i o u s l y t o a p p l y i n g 
m a t e r i a l i s m t o a n e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s w i l l , o n 
r e a d i n g E s p i n a s ' s " s t u d y " , find t h a t t h e v i e w e x p r e s s e d 
t h e r e i n i s o n e - s i d e d . T h a t i s s o f o r t h e s i m p l e r e a s o n t h a t 
t h e F r e n c h s c h o l a r h a s p a i d p r a c t i c a l l y n o a t t e n t i o n t o o t h e r 
" f a c t o r s " i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i d e o l o g y , s u c h a s , f o r 
e x a m p l e , t h e class struggle. Y e t t h e l a t t e r " f a c t o r " i s o f 
r e a l l y e x c e p t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e . 

I n p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y , w h i c h k n o w s n o d i v i s i o n i n t o c l a s s e s , 
m a n ' s p r o d u c t i v e a c t i v i t i e s e x e r t a direct i n f l u e n c e o n h i s 
w o r l d - o u t l o o k a n d h i s a e s t h e t i c t a s t e s . D e c o r a t i v e d e s i g n 
d r a w s i t s m o t i f s f r o m t e c h n o l o g y , a n d d a n c i n g — p r o b a b l y t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t o f t h e a r t s i n s u c h a s o c i e t y — o f t e n m e r e l y 
i m i t a t e s t h e p r o c e s s o f p r o d u c t i o n . T h a t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t o b e 
s e e n i n hunting t r i b e s , w h i c h s t a n d a t t h e l o w e s t k n o w n l e v e l 
o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . * T h a t i s w h y I r e f e r r e d c h i e f l y t o 
t h e m w h e n I w a s d i s c u s s i n g t h e d e p e n d e n c e o f p r i m i t i v e m a n ' s 
mentality o n h i s activities in the economy h e c o n d u c t s . H o w ­
e v e r , i n a s o c i e t y t h a t i s d i v i d e d I n t o c l a s s e s t h e direct i m p a c t 

* The hunters were preceded by the gatherers (of fruits and roots— 
Tr.) or Sammelvolker, as German scholars now term them. But all the 
savage tribes we know have already passed that stage. 

(Note to the German edition of 1910.) In his work on the origin of 
the family, Engels says that purely hunting peoples exist only in the 
imagination of scholars. Hunting tribes are "gatherers" at the same 
time. However, as we have seen, hunting has a most profound influence 
on the development of the views and tastes of such peoples. 
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o f t h o s e a c t i v i t i e s o n i d e o l o g y b e c o m e s f a r l e s s d i s c e r n i b l e . 
T h a t i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . I f , f o r i n s t a n c e , o n e o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
a b o r i g i n a l w o m e n ' s d a n c e s r e p r o d u c e s t h e work of root-
gathering, i t g o e s w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t n o n e o f t h e g r a c e f u l 
d a n c e s w i t h w h i c h , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e f i n e l a d i e s o f 1 8 t h -
c e n t u r y F r a n c e a m u s e d t h e m s e l v e s c o u l d d e p i c t t h o s e l a d i e s ' 
p r o d u c t i v e w o r k , s i n c e t h e y d i d n o t e n g a g e i n s u c h w o r k , 
p r e f e r r i n g i n t h e m a i n t o d e v o t e t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e " s c i e n c e 
o f t e n d e r p a s s i o n " . T o u n d e r s t a n d t h e A u s t r a l i a n n a t i v e 
w o m e n ' s d a n c e i t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o k n o w t h e p a r t p l a y e d i n t h e 
l i f e o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n t r i b e b y t h e g a t h e r i n g o f w i l d r o o t s 
b y t h e w o m e n f o l k . B u t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e m i n u e t , f o r i n ­
s t a n c e , i t i s a b s o l u t e l y i n s u f f i c i e n t t o h a v e a k n o w l e d g e o f 
t h e e c o n o m y o f 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y F r a n c e . H e r e w e h a v e t o d o 
w i t h a d a n c e e x p r e s s i v e o f the psychology of a non-produc­
tive class. A p s y c h o l o g y o f this kind a c c o u n t s f o r t h e v a s t 
m a i o r i t y o f t h e " c u s t o m s a n d c o n v e n t i o n s " o f s o - c a l l e d g o o d 
s o c i e t y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , i n t h i s c a se t h e economic " f a c t o r " i s 
s e c o n d t o t h e psychological. I t s h o u l d , h o w e v e r , n o t b e f o r ­
g o t t e n t h a t t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f n o n - p r o d u c t i v e c l a s s e s i n a 
s o c i e t y i s a p r o d u c t o f t h e l a t t e r ' s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 
H e n c e , t h e e c o n o m i c " f a c t o r " p r e s e r v e s i t s p r e d o m i n a n t 
s i g n i f i c a n c e e v e n w h e n i t i s s e c o n d t o o t h e r s . M o r e o v e r , i t i s 
t h e n t h a t t h i s s i g n i f i c a n c e m a k e s i t s e l f f e l t , f o r i t i s t h e n 
t h a t i t d e t e r m i n e s t h e possibility and the limits of the influ­
ence of other "factors":' 

N o r i s t h a t a l l . E v e n w h e n i t p a r t i c i p a t e s i n t h e p r o d u c t i v e 
p r o c e s s i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f l e a d e r , t h e u p p e r c l a s s l o o k s u p o n 
t h e l o w e r c l a s s w i t h a d i s d a i n t h e y d o n o t t r o u b l e t o c o n c e a l . 
T h i s , t o o , i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i d e o l o g i e s o f t h e t w o c l a s s e s . 

* Here is an example from another field. The "population factor", 
as it is called by A. Coste (see his Les facteurs de population dans devo­
l u t i o n sociale, Paris, 1901), undoubtedly h ŝ a very big influence on 
social development. But Marx is absolutely right in saying that the 
abstract laws of propagation exist only for animals and plants. In human 
society the increase or decline of population depends on that society's 
organisation, which is determined by its economic structure. No abstract 
"law of propagation" will explain anything in the fact that the popula­
tion of present-day France hardly grows at all. Those sociologists and 
economists who see in the growth of population the primary cause of 
social development are profoundly mistaken (see A. Loria, L a legge di 
popolazione ed i l sistema sociale, Siena, 1882). 
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T h e F r e n c h m e d i e v a l fabliaux, a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e chan­
sons de gestes"^^ d e p i c t t h e p e a s a n t o f t h e t i m e i n a m o s t 
u n a t t r a c t i v e w a y . I f w e a r e t o b e l i e v e t h e m , t h e n : 

L i vilains sont de laide forme 
A i n c si tres laide ne vit home; 
Chaucuns a X V piez de granz; 
E n auques ressemblent jdianz, 
M a i s trap sont de laide m a n i i r e 
B o ( u sont devant et derriere* 

T h e p e a s a n t s , o f c o u r s e , s a w t h e m s e l v e s i n a d i f f e r e n t 
l i g h t . I n d i g n a n t a t t h e a r r o g a n c e o f t h e f e u d a l s e i g n e u r s , 
t h e y s a n g : 

Nous sommes des hommes, tons comme eux, 
E t capable de souffrir, tout a u t a n t qu'eux.** 

A n d t h e y a s k e d : 

W h e n Adam delved and Eve span. 
W h o was then the gentleman? 

I n a w o r d , e a c h o f t h e s e t w o c l a s s e s l o o k e d u p o n t h i n g s 
f r o m i t s o w n p o i n t o f v i e w , w h i c h w a s d e t e r m i n e d by i t s 
p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y . The p s y c h o l o g y o f t h e c o n t e n d i n g s i d e s 
w a s c o l o u r e d by t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . S u c h , o f c o u r s e , w a s t h e 
case , n o t o n l y i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s a n d n o t o n l y i n F r a n c e . 
T h e m o r e a c u t e t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e g r e w i n a g i v e n c o u n t r y 
a n d a t a g i v e n t i m e , t h e s t r o n g e r w a s i t s i n f l u e n c e o n t h e 
p s y c h o l o g y o f t h e c o n f l i c t i n g c l a s s e s . H e w h o w o u l d s t u d y 
t h e h i s t o r y o f i d e o l o g i e s i n a s o c i e t y d i v i d e d i n t o c l a s s e s 
m u s t g i v e c l o s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o t h i s i n f l u e n c e ; o t h e r w i s e h e 
w i l l be a l l a t s e a . Try t o g i v e a bluntly economic e x p l a n a t i o n 
o f t h e f a c t o f t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e D a v i d ' ' ^ s c h o o l o f 
p a i n t i n g i n 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y F r a n c e : n o t h i n g w i l l c o m e o f y o u r 

* T h e villeins a r e ugly i n shape. 
N o m a n has seen uglier. 
E a c h of them is 1 5 feet i n stature. 
Some resemble giants. 
B u t much too ugly. 
W i t h humps both i n f r o n t and behind. { T r . ) 

Cf. Les classes rurales et le regime d o m a n i a l en F r a n c e au moyen 
age, par Henri Sde, Paris, 1901, p. 554. Cf. also Fr. Meyer, D i e Stdnde, 
i h r Lehen und T r e i b e n , S. 8, Marburg, 1882. 

** W e a r e men, just as they a r e . 
A n d capable of suffering, just l i k e they. ( T r . ) 
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a t t e m p t e x c e p t r i d i c u l o u s a n d d u l l n o n s e n s e . B u t i f y o u 
r e g a r d t h a t s c h o o l as a n i d e o l o g i c a l r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e i n F r e n c h s o c i e t y o n t h e e v e o f t h e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n , 
t h e m a t t e r w i l l a t o n c e a s s u m e a n e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t : 
e v e n s u c h q u a l i t i e s i n D a v i d ' s a r t w h i c h , i t w o u l d s e e m , 
w e r e so f a r r e m o v e d f r o m t h e s o c i a l e c o n o m y t h a t t h e y c a n 
i n n o w a y b e l i n k e d u p w i t h i t , w i l l b e c o m e f u l l y c o m p r e ­
h e n s i b l e . 

T h e s a m e h a s a l s o t o b e s a i d o f t h e h i s t o r y o f i d e o l o g i e s 
i n a n c i e n t G r e e c e , a h i s t o r y t h a t m o s t p r o f o u n d l y e x p e r i ­
e n c e d t h e i m p a c t o f t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . T h a t i m p a c t w a s 
i n s u f f i c i e n t l y s h o w n i n E s p i n a s ' s i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y , i n c o n ­
s e q u e n c e o f w h i c h h i s i m p o r t a n t c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e m a r k e d 
b y a c e r t a i n b i a s . S u c h i n s t a n c e s m i g h t b e q u o t e d t o d a y i n 
n o s m a l l n u m b e r , a n d t h e y w o u l d a l l s h o w t h a t t h e i n f l u e n c e 
o f M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l i s m o n m a n y p r e s e n t - d a y e x p e r t s w o u l d 
b e o f t h e u t m o s t v a l u e i n t h e s e n s e t h a t it would teach them 
also to take into account "factors" other than the technical 
and the economic. T h a t s o u n d s p a r a d o x i c a l , y e t i t i s a n 
u n d e n i a b l e t r u t h , w h i c h w i l l n o l o n g e r s u r p r i s e u s i f w e 
r e m e m b e r t h a t , t h o u g h h e e x p l a i n s a n y s o c i a l m o v e m e n t a s 
t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f s o c i e t y , M a r x 
v e r y o f t e n t h u s e x p l a i n s t h a t m o v e m e n t o n l y as t h e ultimate 
outcome, i . e . , h e t a k e s i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t a n u m b e r o f 
v a r i o u s o t h e r " f a c t o r s " w i l l o p e r a t e i n t h e i n t e r i m . 

X I I 

A n o t h e r t r e n d , d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d t o t h a t w h i c h w e 
h a v e i u s t s e e n i n E s p i n a s , i s b e g i n n i n g t o r e v e a l i t s e l f i n 
p r e s e n t - d a y s c i e n c e — a t e n d e n c y t o e x p l a i n t h e h i s t o r y o f 
i d e a s e x c l u s i v e l y b y t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . T h i s 
p e r f e c t l y n e w a n d as y e t i n c o n s p i c u o u s t r e n d h a s a r i s e n 
u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e o f M a r x i s t h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . 
W e see i t i n t h e w r i t i n g s o f t h e G r e e k a u t h o r A . E l e u t h e r o -
p o u l o s , w h o s e p r i n c i p a l w o r k Wirtschaft und Philosophie. 
1 . Die Philosophie und die Lebensauffassung des Griechen-
tums auf Grund der gesellschaftlichen Zustande; a n d I I . Die 
Philosophie und die Lebensauffassung der germanisck-
romanischen Vdlker w a s p u b l i s h e d i n B e r l i n i n 1 9 0 0 . 
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E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s i s c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f a n y . 
g i v e n p e r i o d e x p r e s s e s t h e l a t t e r ' s s p e c i f i c " w o r l d - o u t l o o k 
a n d v i e w s o n l i f e " {Lebens- und Weltanschauung). P r o p e r l y 
s p e a k i n g , t h e r e i s n o t h i n g n e w a b o u t t h i s . H e g e l a l r e a d y s a i d 
t h a t e v e r y p h i l o s o p h y i s m e r e l y t h e i d e o l o g i c a l e x p r e s s i o n 
o f i t s t i m e . W i t h H e g e l , h o w e v e r , t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e v a r i o u s 
e p o c h s , a n d , c o n s e q u e n t l y , o f t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p h a s e s i n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f p h i l o s o p h y , w e r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e m o v e ­
m e n t o f A b s o l u t e I d e a , w h e r e a s w i t h E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s a n y 
g i v e n e p o c h i s c h a r a c t e r i s e d p r i m a r i l y b y i t s e c o n o m i c c o n ­
d i t i o n . T h e e c o n o m y o f a n y p a r t i c u l a r p e o p l e d e t e r m i n e s i t s 
" l i f e - a n d w o r l d - u n d e r s t a n d i n g " , w h i c h i s e x p r e s s e d , a m o n g 
o t h e r t h i n g s , i n i t s p h i l o s o p h y . W i t h a c h a n g e i n t h e 
e c o n o m i c b a s i s o f s o c i e t y , t h e i d e o l o g i c a l s u p e r s t r u c t u r e 
c h a n g e s t o o . I n a s m u c h a s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t l e a d s t o t h e 
d i v i s i o n o f s o c i e t y i n t o c l a s s e s , a n d t o a s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e 
l a t t e r , t h e " l i f e - a n d w o r l d - u n d e r s t a n d i n g " p e c u l i a r t o a 
p a r t i c u l a r p e r i o d i s n o t u n i f o r m i n c h a r a c t e r . I t v a r i e s i n t h e 
d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s a n d u n d e r g o e s m o d i f i c a t i o n i n a c c o r d a n c e 
w i t h t h e i r p o s i t i o n , t h e i r n e e d s a n d a s p i r a t i o n s , a n d t h e 
c o u r s e o f t h e i r m u t u a l s t r u g g l e . 

S u c h i s t h e v i e w p o i n t f r o m w h i c h E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s r e g a r d s 
t h e e n t i r e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y . I t i s s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s 
p o i n t o f v i e w d e s e r v e s t h e c l o s e s t a t t e n t i o n a n d t h e u t m o s t 
a p p r o v a l . F o r q u i t e a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d t h e r e h a s b e e n 
d i s c e r n i b l e i n p h i l o s o p h i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h 
t h e u s u a l v i e w o n t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y as m e r e l y a 
f i l i a t i o n o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l s y s t e m s . I n a p a m p h l e t p u b l i s h e d 
i n t h e l a t e e i g h t i e s a n d d e a l i n g w i t h w a y s o f s t u d y i n g t h e 
h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y , t h e w e l l - k n o w n F r e n c h w r i t e r P i c a v e t 
d e c l a r e d t h a t , t a k e n b y i t s e l f , filiation o f t h i s k i n d c a n 
e x p l a i n v e r y l i t t l e . " " " T h e a p p e a r a n c e o f E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s ' s 
w o r k m i g h t h a v e b e e n w e l c o m e d a s a n e w s t e p i n t h e s t u d y 
o f t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y , a n d a s a v i c t o r y o f h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m i n i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o a n i d e o l o g y f a r r e m o v e d 
f r o m e c o n o m i c s . A l a s , E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s h a s n o t d i s p l a y e d 
m u c h s k i l l i n m a k i n g u s e o f t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d o f t h a t 
m a t e r i a l i s m . H e h a s oversimplified t h e p r o b l e m s c o n f r o n t i n g 

* L ' h i s t o i r e de l a philosophie, ce qu'elle a etc, ce quelle beut elre. 
Paris, 1888. 
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i i i m , a n d f o r t h a t r e a s o n a l o n e h a s f a i l e d t o b r i n g f o r w a r d 
a n y s o l u t i o n s o t h e r t h a n t h e v e r y o n e - s i d e d a n d t h e r e f o r e 
m o s t u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . L e t u s c i t e h i s a p p r a i s a l o f X e n o p h a n e s . 
A c c o r d i n g t o E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s , X e n o p h a n e s e x p r e s s e d , i n t h e 
r e a l m o f p h i l o s o p h y , t h e a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e G r e e k p r o l e t a r ­
i a t . H e w a s t h e R o u s s e a u o f h i s t i m e . " ' H e w a n t e d s o c i a l 
r e f o r m i n t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e e q u a l i t y a n d u n i t y o f a l l 
c i t i z e n s , a n d h i s d o c t r i n e o f t h e unity of being w a s m e r e l y 
t h e t h e o r e t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n o f h i s p l a n s f o r re form. ' " ' " ' ' ' I t w a s 
f r o m t h i s t h e o r e t i c a l f o u n d a t i o n o f X e n o p h a n e s ' s r e f o r m a -
t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s t h a t a l l t h e d e t a i l s o f h i s p h i l o s o p h y d e v e l ­
o p e d , b e g i n n i n g w i t h h i s v i e w o n G o d , a n d e n d i n g w i t h h i s 
d o c t r i n e o f t h e i l l u s o r i n e s s o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s r e c e i v e d 
t h r o u g h o u r senses."' ' '" ' 

T h e p h i l o s o p h y o f H e r a c l i t u s , t h e " D a r k P h i l o s o p h e r " , 
s a y s E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s , w a s e n g e n d e r e d b y t h e r e a c t i o n o f t h e 
a r i s t o c r a c y a g a i n s t t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e G r e e k 
p r o l e t a r i a t . A c c o r d i n g t o t h a t p h i l o s o p h y , u n i v e r s a l e q u a l i t y 
i s i m p o s s i b l e , f o r N a t u r e h e r s e l f h a s m a d e m e n u n e q u a l . 
E a c h m a n s h o u l d b e c o n t e n t w i t h h i s l o t . I t i s n o t t h e o v e r ­
t h r o w o f t h e e x i s t i n g o r d e r t h a t s h o u l d b e a s p i r e d t o w a r d s 
i n t h e S t a t e , b u t t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h e a r b i t r a r y u s e o f 
p o w e r , w h i c h i s p o s s i b l e b o t h u n d e r t h e r u l e o f a few a n d 
u n d e r t h e r u l e o f t h e masses. P o w e r s h o u l d b e l o n g t o Law, 
w h i c h i s a n e x p r e s s i o n o f divine law. Unity i s n o t p r e c l u d e d 
b y d i v i n e l a w b u t u n i t y t h a t i s i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e l a t t e r i s a 
unity of opposites. T h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f X e n o p h a n e s ' s 
p l a n s w o u l d b e a b r e a c h o f t h e d i v i n e l a w . D e v e l o p i n g a n d 
s u b s t a n t i a t i n g t h i s i d e a , H e r a c l i t u s c r e a t e d h i s d i a l e c t i c a l 
d o c t r i n e o f B e c o m i n g {Werden). 

T h a t i s w h a t E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s s a y s . L a c k o f s p a c e p r e v e n t s 
m e f r o m q u o t i n g m o r e s a m p l e s o f h i s a n a l y s i s o f t h e c a u s e s 
d e t e r m i n i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f p h i l o s o p h y . T h e r e i s h a r d l y 
a n y n e e d t o d o s o . T h e r e a d e r , I h o p e , w i l l s ee f o r h i m s e l f 
t h a t t h i s a n a l y s i s m u s t b e f o u n d u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . T h e p r o c e s s 
o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i d e o l o g i e s i s , i n g e n e r a l , i n c o m p a r a b l y 

W i r t s c h a f t und Philosophie, I , S. 98. 
Ibid., S. 99. 
Ibid., S. 99-101. 
Ibid., S. 103-07. 
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m o r e c o m p l e x t h a n E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s i m a g i n e s . ' ' " W h e n y o u 
r e a d h i s o v e r s i m p l i f i e d n o t i o n s o n t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e o n t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y , y o u b e g i n t o r e g r e t 
t h a t h e s e e m s q u i t e i g n o r a n t o f t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d b o o k b y 
E s p i n a s : t h e o n e - s i d e d n e s s i n h e r e n t i n t h e l a t t e r w o r k , i f 
s u p e r i m p o s e d o n h i s o w n o n e - s i d e d n e s s , m i g h t p e r h a p s h a v e 
c o r r e c t e d a g o o d d e a l i n h i s a n a l y s i s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s ' s u n s u c c e s s f u l a t t e m p t t o s h e d 
l i g h t o n t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y t e s t i f i e s a n e w t o t h e p r o p ­
o s i t i o n — u n e x p e c t e d t o m a n y — t h a t a m o r e t h o r o u g h 
a s s i m i l a t i o n o f M a r x ' s h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m w o u l d b e u s e f u l 
t o m a n y c o n t e m p o r a r y i n v e s t i g a t o r s , p r e c i s e l y b e c a u s e it 
will save them from one-sidedness. E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s i s a c ­
q u a i n t e d w i t h t h a t m a t e r i a l i s m , b u t poorly s o . T h a t i s b o r n e 
o u t b y t h e "correction" h e h a s t h o u g h t fit t o i n t r o d u c e i n t o i t . 

H e r e m a r k s t h a t t h e e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s o f a g i v e n p e o p l e 
d e t e r m i n e o n l y "the necessity of its development". T h e l a t t e r 
i t s e l f i s a m a t t e r o f i n d i v i d u a l i t y , so t h a t t h i s p e o p l e ' s " l i f e -
a n d w o r l d - u n d e r s t a n d i n g " i s d e t e r m i n e d i n i t s c o n t e n t , first, 
b y i t s c h a r a c t e r a n d t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e c o u n t r y i t i n h a b i t s ; 
s e c o n d l y , b y i t s n e e d s ; a n d t h i r d l y , b y t h e p e r s o n a l q u a l i t i e s 
o f t h o s e w h o c o m e f o r w a r d f r o m i t s m i d s t as r e f o r m e r s . I t 
i s o n l y i n t h i s s e n s e , a c c o r d i n g t o E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s , t h a t w e 
c a n s p e a k o f t h e r e l a t i o n o f p h i l o s o p h y t o w a r d s t h e e c o n o m y . 
P h i l o s o p h y f u l f i l s t h e d e m a n d s o f i t s t i m e , a n d d o e s so i n 
c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h e p e r s o n a l i t y o f t h e p h i l o s o p h e r . " " ' 

E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s p r o b a b l y t h i n k s t h a t t h i s v i e w o n t h e 
r e l a t i o n o f p h i l o s o p h y t o t h e e c o n o m y d i f f e r s f r o m t h e 
m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s . H e d e e m s i t n e c e s s a r y 
t o g i v e a n e w n a m e t o h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f h i s t o r y , c a l l i n g i t 
the Greek theory of Becoming [griechische Theorie des Wer-
dens""''"). T h i s i s s i m p l y r i d i c u l o u s , a n d a l l o n e c a n s a y i n t h i s 
c o n n e c t i o n i s t h a t " t h e G r e e k t h e o r y o f B e c o m i n g " , w h i c h 
i n f a c t i s n o t h i n g b u t r a t h e r p o o r l y d i g e s t e d a n d c l u m s i l y 
e x p o u n d e d h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , n e v e r t h e l e s s promises f a r 

• To say nothing of the fact that, in his references to the economy 
ot ancient Greece, Eleutheropoulos gives no concrete presentation of it, 
conhning himself to general statements which here, as everywhere else, 
explain nothing. 

Ibid., I , S. 16-17. 
Ibid., I , S. 17. 
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m o r e t h a n i s a c t u a l l y given b y E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s w h e n h e 
p r o c e e d s f r o m d e s c r i b i n g h i s m e t h o d t o a p p l y i n g i t , f o r t h e n 
h e d e p a r t s c o m p l e t e l y f r o m M a r x . 

A s f o r t h e " p e r s o n a l i t y o f t h e p h i l o s o p h e r " a n d , i n 
g e n e r a l , o f a n y p e r s o n w h o l e a v e s a n i m p r e s s o n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f m a n k i n d , t h o s e w h o i m a g i n e t h a t t h e t h e o r y o f M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s h a s n o r o o m f o r i t a r e i n g r o s s e r r o r . I t h a s l e f t r o o m 
f o r t h a t , b u t a t t h e s a m e t i m e i t h a s b e e n a b l e t o a v o i d t h e 
i m p e r m i s s i b l e contraposing of the activities of any "person­
ality" to the course of events, which is determined by 
economic necessity. A n y b o d y w h o r e s o r t s t o s u c h c o n t r a p o s ­
i n g t h e r e b y p r o v e s t h a t h e h a s u n d e r s t o o d v e r y l i t t l e o f t h e 
m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y . T h e f u n d a m e n t a l t h e s i s 
o f h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , as I h a v e r e p e a t e d m o r e t h a n o n c e , 
i s t h a t history is made by men. T h a t b e i n g so , i t i s m a n i f e s t 
t h a t i t i s m a d e a l s o b y " g r e a t m e n " . I t o n l y r e m a i n s t o 
e s t a b l i s h w h a t t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f s u c h m e n a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y . 
H e r e i s w h a t E n g e l s w r i t e s i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , i n o n e o f t h e 
t w o l e t t e r s q u o t e d a b o v e : 

" T h a t s u c h - a n d - s u c h a m a n a n d p r e c i s e l y t h a t m a n a r i s e s 
a t a p a r t i c u l a r t i m e i n a p a r t i c u l a r c o u n t r y i s , o f c o u r s e , p u r e 
c h a n c e . B u t c u t h i m o u t a n d t h e r e w i l l b e a d e m a n d f o r a 
s u b s t i t u t e , a n d t h i s s u b s t i t u t e w i l l b e f o u n d , g o o d o r b a d , b u t 
i n a l o n g r u n h e w i l l b e f o u n d . T h a t N a p o l e o n , j u s t t h a t 
p a r t i c u l a r C o r s i c a n , s h o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e m i l i t a r y d i c t a t o r 
w h o m t h e F r e n c h R e p u b l i c , e x h a u s t e d b y i t s o w n w a r f a r e , 
h a d r e n d e r e d n e c e s s a r y , w a s c h a n c e ; b u t t h a t , i f a N a p o l e o n 
h a d b e e n l a c k i n g , a n o t h e r w o u l d h a v e filled t h e p l a c e , i s 
p r o v e d b y t h e f a c t t h a t t h e m a n w a s a l w a y s f o u n d as s o o n 
a s h e b e c a m e n e c e s s a r y : C a e s a r , A u g u s t u s , C r o m w e l l , e t c . 
W h i l e M a r x d i s c o v e r e d t h e m a t e r i a l i s t c o n c e p t i o n o f h i s t o r y , 
T h i e r r y , M i g n e t , G u i z o t a n d a l l t h e E n g l i s h h i s t o r i a n s u p 
t o 1 8 5 0 a r e e v i d e n c e t h a t i t w a s b e i n g s t r i v e n f o r , a n d t h e 
d i s c o v e r y o f t h e s a m e c o n c e p t i o n b y M o r g a n p r o v e s t h a t t h e 
t i m e w a s r i p e f o r i t a n d t h a t i t s i m p l y had t o b e d i s c o v e r e d . 
S o w i t h a l l t h e o t h e r a c c i d e n t s , a n d a p p a r e n t a c c i d e n t s , o f 
h i s t o r y . T h e f u r t h e r t h e p a r t i c u l a r s p h e r e w h i c h w e a r e 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g i s r e m o v e d f r o m t h e e c o n o m i c s p h e r e a n d 
a p p r o a c h e s t h a t o f p u r e a b s t r a c t i d e o l o g y , t h e m o r e s h a l l w e 
find i t e x h i b i t i n g a c c i d e n t s i n i t s d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e m o r e w i l l 
i t s c u r v e r u n z i g z a g . B u t i f y o u p l o t t h e a v e r a g e a x i s o f t h e 
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c u r v e , y o u w i l l find t h a t t h i s a x i s w i l l r u n m o r e a n d m o r e 
n e a r l y p a r a l l e l t o t h e a x i s o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e 
l o n g e r t h e p e r i o d c o n s i d e r e d a n d t h e w i d e r t h e field d e a l t 
with."==-

T h e " p e r s o n a l i t y " o f a n y o n e w h o h a s w o n d i s t i n c t i o n i n 
t h e s p i r i t u a l o r s o c i a l s p h e r e i s a m o n g t h o s e i n s t a n c e s o f 
accident w h o s e a p p e a r a n c e d o e s n o t p r e v e n t t h e " a v e r a g e " 
a x i s o f m a n k i n d ' s intellectual d e v e l o p m e n t r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l 
t o t h a t o f i t s economic d e v e l o p m e n t . ' ' " ' E l e u t h e r o p o u l o s 
w o u l d h a v e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t b e t t e r h a d h e g i v e n m o r e c a r e ­
f u l t h o u g h t t o M a r x ' s h i s t o r i c a l t h e o r y a n d b e e n l e s s c o n ­
c e r n e d w i t h p r o d u c i n g h i s own " G r e e k t h e o r y " . * * ' ^ 

I t n e e d h a r d l y b e a d d e d t h a t w e a r e s t i l l f a r f r o m b e i n g 
a l w a y s c a p a b l e o f d i s c o v e r i n g t h e c a u s a l l i n k b e t w e e n t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e o f a g i v e n p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w a n d t h e e c o n o m i c 
s i t u a t i o n o f t h e p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n . T h e r e a s o n i s t h a t w e a r e 
o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o w o r k i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n ; w e r e w e i n a p o s i ­
t i o n a l r e a d y t o a n s w e r a l l t h e q u e s t i o n s — o r a t l e a s t m o s t o f 
t h e q u e s t i o n s — t h a t a r i s e i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , t h a t w o u l d m e a n 
t h a t o u r w o r k w a s a l r e a d y c o m p l e t e d , o r a p p r o a c h i n g 
c o m p l e t i o n . W h a t i s o f d e c i s i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t h i s case i s 
n o t t h e f a c t t h a t we cannot yet cope with all t h e d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s f a c i n g u s i n t h i s field; t h e r e i s n o t , n e i t h e r c a n t h e r e b e , 
s u c h a m e t h o d t h a t c a n r e m o v e a t o n e s t r o k e a l l t h e d i f ­
ficulties a p p e a r i n g i n a s c i e n c e . T h e i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s t h a t 
i t i s i n c o m p a r a b l y e a s i e r f o r t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
h i s t o r y t o c o p e w i t h t h e m t h a n i t i s f o r t h e i d e a l i s t o r t h e 
e c l e c t i c e x p l a n a t i o n s . T h a t i s b o r n e o u t b y t h e f a c t t h a t 
s c i e n t i f i c t h o u g h t i n t h e s p h e r e o f h i s t o r y h a s b e e n m o s t 
s t r o n g l y a t t r a c t e d t o w a r d s t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
e v e n t s , h a s , so t o s a y , b e e n p e r s i s t e n t l y s e e k i n g f o r i t , s i n c e 
t h e R e s t o r a t i o n per iod ." ' ' " "^* T o t h i s d a y , i t h a s n o t c e a s e d f r o m 
g r a v i t a t i n g t o w a r d s i t a n d s e e k i n g i t , d e s p i t e t h e fine i n d i g -

D e r sozialistische Akademiker, Berlin, 1895, No. 20, S. 374." 
See my article "On the Role of Personality in History" in my book 

Twenty Years. 
*** He called it Greek because, as he put it, "its fundamental theses 

had been expressed by the Greek Thales, and later further developed by 
another Greek" (op. cit., p. 17), i.e., by Eleutheropoulos. 
**** See my preface to the second edition of my Russian translation of 
the Communist M a n i f e s t o . 
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n a t i o n t h a t c o m e s o v e r a n y s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g i d e o l o g i s t o f t h e 
b o u r g e o i s i e w h e n e v e r h e h e a r s t h e w o r d materialism. 

A t h i r d i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t inevitability of attempts 
to find a materialist explanation of all aspects of human cul­
ture i s p r o v i d e d b y F r a n z F e u e r h e r d ' s b o o k Die Entstehung 
der Stile aus der politischen Oekonomie, P a r t 1 , B r u n s w i c k 
a n d L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 2 ^ ^ . " I n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h e d o m i n a n t m o d e 
o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e f o r m o f S t a t e t h e r e b y c o n d i t i o n e d , " 
s a y s F e u e r h e r d , " t h e h u m a n i n t e l l i g e n c e m o v e s i n c e r t a i n 
d i r e c t i o n s , a n d i s e x c l u d e d f r o m o t h e r s . T h e r e f o r e t h e e x i s ­
t e n c e o f a n y s t y l e ( i n art—G.P.) p r e s u p p o s e s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 
p e o p l e w h o l i v e i n q u i t e d e f i n i t e p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , a r e 
e n g a g e d i n p r o d u c t i o n u n d e r q u i t e d e f i n i t e p r o d u c t i o n r e l a ­
t i o n s , a n d h a v e q u i t e d e f i n i t e i d e a l s . G i v e n t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s , 
m e n c r e a t e t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s t y l e w i t h t h e s a m e n a t u r a l n e c e s ­
s i t y a n d i n e v i t a b i l i t y as t h e w a y l i n e n b l e a c h e s , a s b r o m i d e 
o f s i l v e r t u r n s b l a c k , a n d a r a i n b o w a p p e a r s i n t h e c l o u d s a s 
s o o n as t h e s u n , a s t h e c a u s e , b r i n g s a b o u t a l l t h e s e e f f e c t s " . * 
A l l t h i s i s t r u e , o f c o u r s e , a n d t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t t h i s i s 
a c k n o w l e d g e d b y a historian of art i s o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t . 
W h e n , h o w e v e r , F e u e r h e r d g o e s o n t o a s c r i b e t h e o r i g i n s o f 
t h e v a r i o u s G r e e k s t y l e s t o e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s i n a n c i e n t 
G r e e c e , w h a t h e p r o d u c e s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t i s t o o s c h e m a t i c . 
I d o n o t k n o w w h e t h e r t h e s e c o n d p a r t o f h i s b o o k h a s c o m e 
o u t ; I h a v e n o t b e e n i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e m a t t e r , b e c a u s e i t i s 
c l e a r t o m e h o w p o o r l y h e h a s l e a r n t t h e m o d e r n m a t e r i a l i s t 
m e t h o d . I n t h e i r s c h e m a t i s m , h i s a r g u m e n t s a r e r e m i n i s c e n t 
o f t h o s e o f o u r n a t i v e - b r e d b u t s e c o n d - r a t e F r i c h e s a n d 
R o z h k o v s , w h o , l i k e F e u e r h e r d , m a y b e w e l l a d v i s e d , first 
a n d f o r e m o s t , t o make a study of modern materialism. O n l y 
Marxism c a n s a v e a l l o f t h e m f r o m f a l l i n g i n t o schematism. 

X I I I 

I n a c o n t r o v e r s y w i t h m e , t h e l a t e N i k o l a i M i k h a i l o v s k y 
o n c e d e c l a r e d t h a t M a r x ' s h i s t o r i c a l t h e o r y w o u l d n e v e r g a i n 
m u c h a c c e p t a n c e i n t h e s c h o l a r l y w o r l d . We h a v e j u s t s e e n , 
a n d w i l l a g a i n see f r o m w h a t f o l l o w s b e l o w , t h a t t h i s s t a t e ­
m e n t i s n o t q u i t e c o r r e c t . B u t first w e m u s t r e m o v e c e r t a i n 

* Ibid., pp. 19-20. 
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o t h e r m i s c o n c e p t i o n s w h i c h p r e v e n t a p r o p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . 

I f w e w a n t e d t o e x p r e s s i n a n u t s h e l l t h e v i e w h e l d b y 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 
n o w c e l e b r a t e d ''basis' a n d t h e n o l e s s c e l e b r a t e d "super­
structure", w e w o u l d g e t s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1) the state of the productive forces; 
2 ) t h e economic relations t h e s e f o r c e s c o n d i t i o n ; 
3 ) t h e socio-political system t h a t h a s d e v e l o p e d o n t h e 

g i v e n e c o n o m i c " b a s i s " ; 
4 ) t h e mentality of men living in society, w h i c h ( t h e 

m e n t a l i t y — T r . ) i s d e t e r m i n e d i n p a r t d i r e c t l y b y t h e e c o n o m i c 
c o n d i t i o n s o b t a i n i n g , a n d i n p a r t b y t h e e n t i r e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
s y s t e m t h a t h a s a r i s e n o n t h a t f o u n d a t i o n ; 

5 ) t h e various ideologies t h a t r e f l e c t t h e p r o p e r t i e s o f t h a t 
m e n t a l i t y . 

T h i s f o r m u l a i s c o m p r e h e n s i v e e n o u g h t o p r o v i d e p r o p e r 
r o o m f o r a l l "forms"™ o f h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d a t t h e 
s a m e t i m e i t c o n t a i n s a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g o f t h e e c l e c t i c i s m 
t h a t i s i n c a p a b l e o f g o i n g b e y o n d t h e interaction b e t w e e n t h e 
v a r i o u s s o c i a l f o r c e s , a n d d o e s n o t e v e n s u s p e c t t h a t the fact 
t h a t t h e s e f o r c e s do interact h a s p r o v i d e d n o s o l u t i o n o f the 
problem of their origin. T h i s f o r m u l a i s a monist o n e , a n d 
t h i s monist f o r m u l a i s t h o r o u g h l y i m b u e d w i t h materialism. 
I n h i s Philosophy of the Spirit, H e g e l s a i d t h a t t h e S p i r i t i s 
h i s t o r y ' s o n l y m o t i v e p r i n c i p l e . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o t h i n k 
o t h e r w i s e , i f o n e a c c e p t s t h e v i e w p o i n t o f t h e idealism w h i c h 
c l a i m s t h a t being i s d e t e r m i n e d b y thinking. M a r x ' s m a t e r i a l ­
i s m s h o w s i n w h a t w a y t h e history of thinking i s d e t e r m i n e d 
b y the history of being. H e g e l ' s i d e a l i s m , h o w e v e r , d i d n o t 
p r e v e n t h i m f r o m r e c o g n i s i n g e c o n o m i c f a c t o r s as a c a u s e 
" c o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e S p i r i t " . I n e x a c t l y 
t h e s a m e w a y , m a t e r i a l i s m d i d n o t p r e v e n t M a r x f r o m r e c o g ­
n i s i n g t h e a c t i o n , i n h i s t o r y , o f t h e " S p i r i t " as a f o r c e w h o s e 
d i r e c t i o n i s d e t e r m i n e d a t a n y g i v e n t i m e a n d i n t h e final 
a n a l y s i s b y t h e c o u r s e o f economic d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h a t a l l i d e o l o g i e s h a v e o n e c o m m o n roo t— t he psychology 
of the epoch in question—is n o t h a r d t o u n d e r s t a n d ; a n y o n e 
w h o m a k e s e v e n t h e s l i g h t e s t s t u d y o f t h e f a c t s w i l l r e a l i s e 
t h a t . A s a n e x a m p l e , w e m i g h t m a k e r e f e r e n c e t o F r e n c h 
r o m a n t i c i s m . V i c t o r H u g o , E u g e n e D e l a c r o i x , a n d H e c t o r 
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B e r l i o z w o r k e d i n t h r e e e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t s p h e r e s o f a r t . A l l 
t h r e e d i f f e r e d g r e a t l y f r o m o n e a n o t h e r . H u g o , a t l e a s t , d i d 
n o t l i k e m u s i c , w h i l e D e l a c r o i x h a d l i t t l e r e g a r d f o r r o m a n ­
t i c i s t m u s i c i a n s . Y e t i t i s w i t h g o o d r e a s o n t h a t t h e s e t h r e e 
o u t s t a n d i n g m e n h a v e b e e n c a l l e d the trinity of romanticism; 
t h e i r w o r k s a r e a r e f l e c t i o n o f o n e a n d t h e s a m e p s y c h o l o g y . 
I t c a n b e s a i d t h a t D e l a c r o i x ' s p a i n t i n g " D a n t e a n d V e r g i l " 
e x p r e s s e s t h e s a m e t e m p e r a s t h a t w h i c h d i c t a t e d h i s Hernani 
t o V i c t o r H u g o , a n d h i s Symphonic fantastique t o B e r l i o z . 
T h i s w a s s e n s e d b y t h e i r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , i . e . , b y t h o s e o f 
t h e m w h o i n g e n e r a l w e r e n o t i n d i f f e r e n t t o l i t e r a t u r e a n d 
a r t . A c l a s s i c i s t i n h i s t a s t e s , I n g r e s c a l l e d B e r l i o z " t h e 
a b o m i n a b l e m u s i c i a n , m o n s t e r , b a n d i t , a n d a n t i c h r i s t " . " ' T h i s 
i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f t h e flattering o p i n i o n s v o i c e d b y t h e c l a s s i ­
c i s t s r e g a r d i n g D e l a c r o i x , w h o s e b r u s h t h e y c o m p a r e d t o a 
drunken b e s o m . L i k e H u g o , B e r l i o z w a s t h e o b j e c t o f f i e r c e 
a t t a c k s . " ' * I t i s c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e , t o o , t h a t h e a c h i e v e d 
v i c t o r y w i t h i n c o m p a r a b l y m o r e e f f o r t a n d f a r l a t e r t h a n 
H u g o d i d . W h y w a s t h a t s o , d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t h i s m u s i c 
e x p r e s s e d t h e s a m e p s y c h o l o g y as d i d r o m a n t i c i s t p o e t r y a n d 
d r a m a ? T o a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n , i t w o u l d b e n e c e s s a r y t o 
u n d e r s t a n d m a n y d e t a i l s i n t h e c o m p a r a t i v e h i s t o r y o f F r e n c h 
m u s i c a n d l i t e r a t u r e , " ' " ^ " ' d e t a i l s w h i c h m a y r e m a i n u n i n t e r ­
p r e t e d f o r l o n g , if not for always. W h a t i s b e y o n d d o u b t , 
h o w e v e r , i s t h a t t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f F r e n c h r o m a n t i c i s m w i l l 
b e u n d e r s t o o d b y u s o n l y i f w e c o m e t o r e g a r d i t as t h e 
p s y c h o l o g y o f a d e f i n i t e c l a s s t h a t l i v e s i n d e f i n i t e s o c i a l a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s . ' ' ' " ' ' ' " ' " T h e m o v e m e n t o f t h e t h i r t i e s i n 

See Souvenirs d'un hugoldtre by Augustin Challamel, Paris, 1885, 
p. 259. In this case, Ingres revealed more consistency than Delacroix, 
who, while he was a romanticist in painting, retained a predilection 
for classical music. 

Ibid., p. 258. 
*** A n d especially i n the history of the part each of them played 

therein, in expressing the temper of the times. As we know, various 
ideologies and various branches of ideology come to the fore at various 
times. For instance, in the Middle Ages theology played far more 
important a part than at present; in primitive society dancing is the 
most important art, whilst it is far from that nowadays, and so on. 

E . Chesneau's book Les chefs d'ecole, Paris, 1883, pp. 378 -798f" 
contains the following subtle observation regarding the romanticists' 
psychology. The author points out that romanticism made its appearance 
after the Revolution and the Empire. " I n literature and in art, there 
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literature and art," Jean-Baptiste Tiersot says, "was far from 
having the character of a people's revolution."* That is 
perfectly true. The movement referred to was bourgeois in 
its essence. But that is not all. The movement did not enjoy 
universal sympathy among the bourgeoisie itself. In Tiersot's 
opinion, it expressed the strivings of a small "elite" suffi­
ciently far-sighted to be able to discern genius wherever it 
lay in hiding."'''" These words are a superficial, i.e., idealist, 
expression of the fact that the French bourgeoisie of the 
time did not understand much of what its own ideologists 
then aspired towards and felt in the sphere of literature and 
art. Such dissonance between ideologists and the class whose 
aspirations and tastes they express is by no means rare in 
history, and explains the highly numerous specific features in 
the intellectual and artistic development of mankind. In the 
case we are discussing, this dissonance was the cause, among 
other things, of the contemptuous attitude of the "refined" 
elite towards the "obtuse bourgeois"—an attitude which still 
misleads naive people, and wholly prevents them from realis­
ing the arch-bourgeois character of romanticism.*** But here, 
as everywhere, the origin and the character of this dissonance 
can be ultimately explained only by the economic position, 
the economic role, of the social class in whose midst it has 
appeared. Here, as everywhere, only being sheds light on 
the "secrets" of thinking. And that is why here—again as 
everywhere—it is only materialism that is capable of giving 
a scientific explanation of the "course of ideas". 

was a crisis similar to that which occurred in morals after the Terror— a veritable orgy of the senses. People had been living in fear, and that fear had gone. They gave themselves up to the pleasures of life. Their attention was taken up exclusively with external appearances and forms. Blue skies, brilliant lights, the beauty of women, sumptuous velvet, iridescent silk, the sheen of gold, and the sparkle of diamonds filled them with delight. People lived only with the eyes . . . they had ceased from thinking." This has much in common with the psychology of the times we are living through in Russia. In both cases, however, the course of events leading up to this state of mind was itself the outcome of the course of economic development. 
* Hector Berlioz et la societe de son temps, Paris, 1904, p. 190. ** Ibid. 

*** Here we have the same qui pro quo as that which makes the adherents of the arch-bourgeois Nietzsche look truly ridiculous when they attack the bourgeoisie. 
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X I V 
In their efforts to explain that course, the idealists have 

never proved able to watch from the standpoint of the 
"course of things". Thus, Taine thinks that it is the properties 
of the artist's environment that account for a work of art. 
But what properties is he referring to? To the psychological, 
that is to say, the general psychology of the period in ques­
tion, whose properties themselves require explanation.* When 
it explains the psychology of a particular society or a partic­
ular class, materialism addresses itself to the social structure 
created by the economic development, and so on. But Taine, 
who was an idealist, attempted to explain the origin of a 
social system through the medium of social psychology, 
thereby getting himself entangled in irresolvable contradic­
tions. Idealists in all lands show little liking for Taine 
nowadays. The reason is obvious: by environment he under­
stood the general psychology of the masses, the psychology 
of the "man in the street" at a particular time and in a par­
ticular class. To him, this psychology was the court of last 
instance to which the researcher could appeal. Consequently, 
he thought that a "great" man always thinks and feels at 
the behest of the "man in the street", at dictation from 
"mediocrities". Now this is wrong in point of fact, and, be­
sides, offends bourgeois "intellectuals", who are always prone, 
at least in some small measure, to count themselves in the 
category of great men. Taine was a man who, after saying 
"A", was unable to carry on and say "B", thus ruining his 
own case. The only escape from the contradictions he got 
entangled in is through historical materialism, which finds the 
right place for both the "individual" and the "environment'\ 
for both "the man in the street" and "the man of destiny". 

It is noteworthy that, in France, where, from the Middle 
Ages right down to 1871, the socio-political development 
and the struggle between social classes assumed a form most 
typical of Western Europe, it is easier than anywhere else 
to discover the causal nexus between that development and 
that struggle, on the one hand, and the history of ideologies 
on the other. 

* "L'oeuvre d'art," he writes, "est determinee par un ensemble qui 
est 1 etat general de I'esprit et des mceurs environnantes.''^! 
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S p e a k i n g o f t h e r e a s o n w h y , d u r i n g t h e R e s t o r a t i o n i n 
F r a n c e , t h e i d e a s o f t h e t h e o c r a t i c s c h o o l o f p h i l o s o p h y o f 
h i s t o r y w e r e s o w i d e s p r e a d , R o b e r t F l i n t h a s h a d t h e f o l l o w ­
i n g t o s a y : " T h e success o f s u c h a t h e o r y , i n d e e d , w o u l d h a v e 
b e e n i n e x p l i c a b l e , h a d n o t t h e w a y f o r i t b e e n p r e p a r e d b y 
t h e s e n s a t i o n a l i s m o f C o n d i l l a c , a n d h a d i t n o t b e e n so 
o b v i o u s l v f i t t e d t o s e r v e t h e i n t e r e s t s o f a p a r t y w h i c h r e p r e ­
s e n t e d t h e o p i n i o n s o f l a r g e c l a s s e s o f F r e n c h s o c i e t y b e f o r e 
a n d a f t e r t h e R e s t o r a t i o n . " * T h i s i s t r u e , o f c o u r s e , a n d i t i s 
e a s y t o r e a l i s e w h i c h c l a s s i t w a s w h o s e i n t e r e s t s f o u n d i d e o ­
l o g i c a l e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e t h e o c r a t i c s c h o o l . L e t u s , h o w e v e r , 
d e l v e f u r t h e r i n t o F r e n c h h i s t o r y a n d a s k o u r s e l v e s : i s i t 
n o t a l s o p o s s i b l e t o d i s c o v e r t h e s o c i a l c a u s e s o f t h e success 
a c h i e v e d b y s e n s a t i o n a l i s m i n pre-revolutionary France? W a s 
n o t t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l m o v e m e n t t h a t p r o d u c e d t h e t h e o r e t i c i a n s 
o f s e n s a t i o n a l i s m i n i t s t u r n a n e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e a s p i r a t i o n s 
o f a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i a l c l a s s ? I t i s k n o w n t h a t t h i s w a s t h e c a s e : 
t h i s m o v e m e n t e x p r e s s e d t h e e m a n c i p a t o r y a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e 
F r e n c h tiers Hat''"* W e r e w e t o p r o c e e d i n t h e s a m e d i r e c t i o n 
w e w o u l d see t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f D e s c a r t e s 
g a v e a c l e a r r e f l e c t i o n o f t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e e c o n o m i c 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d t h e a l i g n m e n t o f s o c i a l f o r c e s o f h i s time.""-' '"" 
F i n a l l y , i f w e w e n t b a c k as f a r as t h e f o u r t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
a n d t u r n e d o u r a t t e n t i o n , f o r i n s t a n c e , t o t h e r o m a n c e s 
o f c h i v a l r y , w h i c h e n j o y e d s u c h p o p u l a r i t y a t t h e F r e n c h 
c o u r t a n d a m o n g t h e F r e n c h a r i s t o c r a c y o f t h e p e r i o d , w e 
w o u l d h a v e n o d i f f i c u l t y i n d i s c o v e r i n g t h a t t h e s e r o m a n ­
ces m i r r o r e d t h e l i f e a n d t h e t a s t e s o f t h e etat r e f e r r e d 

T h e Philosophy of History i n F r a n c e and Germany, Edinburgh 
and London, 1874, p. 149. 

~* (Note to the German edition of 1910.) I n his polemic against the 
Bauer brothers, Marx wrote: "The French Enlightenment of the 18th 
century, in particular F r e n c h m a t e r i a l i s m , was not only a struggle 
against the existing political institutions and the existing religion and 
theology; it was just as much an open clearly expressed struggle against 
metaphysics of the seventeenth century, and against al l metaphysics, in 
particular that of Descartes, M a l e h r a n c h e , Spinoza and Leibnitz" 
(Nachlass, 2. Band, S. 232).®^ This is now common knowledge. 

*** See G . Lanson's H i s t o i r e de l a l i t t e r a l u r e f r a n ^ a i s e , Paris, 1896, 
pp. 394-97, which gives a lucid explanation of the links between certain 
aspects of Descartes's philosophy and the psychology of the ruling class 
in France during the first half of the seventeenth century. 
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to ."" I n a w o r d , t h e c u r v e o f t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l m o v e m e n t i n t h i s 
r e m a r k a b l e c o u n t r y , w h i c h b u t r e c e n t l y h a d e v e r y r i g h t 
t o c l a i m t h a t i t " m a r c h e d a t t h e h e a d o f t h e n a t i o n s " , r u n s 
p a r a l l e l t o t h e c u r v e o f e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d t h a t o f 
t h e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t c o n d i t i o n e d b y t h e l a t t e r . 
I n v i e w o f t h i s , t h e h i s t o r y o f i d e o l o g y i n F r a n c e i s o f p a r t i ­
c u l a r i n t e r e s t t o s o c i o l o g y . 

T h i s i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t t h o s e w h o h a v e " c r i t i c i s e d " M a r x 
i n v a r i o u s t o n e s a n d k e y s h a v e n o t h a d t h e l e a s t i d e a o f . 
T h e y h a v e n e v e r u n d e r s t o o d t h a t , t h o u g h c r i t i c i s m i s o f 
c o u r s e a s p l e n d i d t h i n g , a c e r t a i n p r e r e q u i s i t e i s n e e d e d w h e n 
y o u u n d e r t a k e t o c r i t i c i s e , i . e . , an understanding of what you 
are criticising. C r i t i c i s i n g a g i v e n m e t h o d o f s c i e n t i f i c i n v e s ­
t i g a t i o n m e a n s d e t e r m i n i n g i n w h a t m e a s u r e i t c a n h e l p d i s ­
c o v e r t h e c a u s a l l i n k s e x i s t i n g b e t w e e n p h e n o m e n a . T h a t i s 
s o m e t h i n g t h a t c a n b e a s c e r t a i n e d o n l y t h r o u g h e x p e r i e n c e , 
i . e . , t h r o u g h t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h a t m e t h o d . C r i t i c i s i n g h i s ­
t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m m e a n s m a k i n g a t r i a l o f t h e m e t h o d o f 
M a r x a n d E n g e l s i n a s t u d y o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l m o v e m e n t o f 
m a n k i n d . O n l y t h e n c a n t h e s t r o n g a n d t h e w e a k p o i n t s o f 
t h e m e t h o d b e a s c e r t a i n e d . " T h e p r o o f o f t h e p u d d i n g i s i n 
t h e e a t i n g , " as E n g e l s s a i d w h e n e x p l a i n i n g h i s t h e o r y o f 
c o g n i t i o n . ^ 3 T h i s a p p l i e s i n f u l l t o h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m 
a s w e l l . T o criticise t h i s d i s h , y o u m u s t first h a v e a t a s t e 
o f i t . T o t a s t e t h e m e t h o d o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s , y o u m u s t 
first b e a b l e t o u s e i t . T o u s e i t p r o p e r l y p r e s u p p o s e s a 
f a r h i g h e r d e g r e e o f s c i e n t i f i c g r o u n d i n g a n d f a r m o r e s u s ­
t a i n e d i n t e l l e c t u a l e f f o r t t h a n a r e r e v e a l e d i n p s e u d o -
c r i t i c a l v e r b i a g e o n t h e t h e m e o f t h e " o n e - s i d e d n e s s " o f 
M a r x i s m . 

T h e " c r i t i c s " o f M a r x d e c l a r e , s o m e w i t h r e g r e t , s o m e i n 
r e p r o a c h , a n d s o m e w i t h m a l i c e , t h a t t o t h i s d a y n o book h a s 
a p p e a r e d , c o n t a i n i n g a t h e o r e t i c a l s u b s t a n t i a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m . B y a " b o o k " t h e y u s u a l l y u n d e r s t a n d s o m e t h i n g 
l i k e a b r i e f m a n u a l o n w o r l d h i s t o r y w r i t t e n f r o m t h e m a t e ­
r i a l i s t v i e w p o i n t . A t p r e s e n t , h o w e v e r , n o s u c h g u i d e c a n b e 
w r i t t e n e i t h e r b y a n i n d i v i d u a l s c h o l a r , h o w e v e r e x t e n s i v e 

Sismondi { H i s t o i r e des F r a n ( a i s , t. X , p. 59) has voiced an in­
teresting opinion of the significance of these romances, an opinion that 
provides material for a sociological study of i m i t a t i o n . 
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his knowledge, or by a whole group of scholars. A sufficiency 
of material for that does not yet exist, nor will it exist for 
a long time. Such material can be accumulated only by means 
of a lengthy series of investigations carried out in the re­
spective fields of science, with the aid of the Marxist method. 
In other words, those "critics" who demand a "book" would 
like to have matters started from the end, i.e., they want a 
preliminary explanation, from the materialist viewpoint, of 
that very historical process which is to be explained. In actual 
fact, a "book" in defence of historical materialism is being 
written in the measure in which contemporary scholars— 
mostly, as I have said, without realising that they are doing 
so—are forced by the present-day state of social science to 
furnish a materialist explanation of the phenomena they are 
studying. That such scholars are not so few in number is 
shown convincingly enough by the examples I have quoted 
above. 

It has been said by Laplace that fifty years elapsed before 
Newton's great discovery was supplemented in any significant 
degree. So long a period was required for this great truth 
to be generally understood and for those obstacles to be over­
come which were placed in its way by the vortex [Cartesian— 
Tr] theory and also perhaps by the wounded pride of mathe­
maticians of Newton's* times. 

The obstacles met by present-day materialism as a har­
monious and consistent theory are incomparably greater than 
those that Newton's theory came up against on its appear­
ance. Against it are directly and decisively ranged the 
interests of the class now in power, to whose influence most 
scholars subordinate themselves of necessity. Materialist 
dialectic, "which regards every historically developed social 
form as in fluid movement and . . . lets nothing impose upon 
it", cannot have the sympathy of the conservative class that 
the Western bourgeoisie today is. It stands in such contra­
diction to that class's frame of mind that ideologists of that 
class naturally tend to look upon it as something impermis­
sible, improper, and unworthy of the attention both of "re­
spectable" people in general, and of "esteemed" men of learn-

* Exposition du systeme dii monde, Paris. L'an IV, t. II, pp. 291-92. 
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ing in particular.* It is not surprising that each of these 
pundits considers himself morally obliged to avert from 
himself any suspicion of sympathy with materialism. Often 
enough such pundits denounce materialism the more emphat­
ically, the more insistently they adhere to a materialist view­
point in their special research.''"" The result is a kind of semi-
subconscious "conventional lie", which, of course, can have 
only a most injurious effect on theoretical thinking. 

X V 
The "conventional lie" of a society divided into classes 

becomes ever more enhanced, the more the existing order of 
things is shaken by the impact of the economic development 
and the class struggle caused thereby. Marx very truly said 
that the greater the development of the contradiction be­
tween the growing productive forces and the existing social 
order, the more does the ideology of the master class become 
imbued with hypocrisy. The more the falseness of this 
ideology is revealed by life, the more elevated and virtuous 
does the languag,e of that class become {Sankt Max. Doku-
mente des Sozialismus, August 1904, S. 370-371).8'' The truth 
of this remark is being brought home with particular force 
today, when, for instance, the spread of loose morals in Ger­
many, as revealed by the Harden-Moltke tr ial ,^ goes hand in 

* Regarding this, see, inter alia, Engels's above-mentioned article "Ober den historischen Materialismus". 
** The reader will remember how vehemently Lamprecht justified himself when he was accused of materialism, and also how Ratzel defended himself against the same accusation, in his Die Erde und das Leben, II, S. 631. Nevertheless, he wrote the following words, "The sum total of the cultural acquirements of each people at every stage of its development is made up of material and spiritual elements.. . . They are acquired, not with identical means, or with equal facility, or simulta­neously Spiritual acquirements are based on the material. Spiritual 

activity appears as a luxury only after material needs have been satisfied. Therefore all questions of the origin of culture boil down to the question of what it is that promotes the development of the material foundations of culture" {Vdlkerkunde, I. Band, I. Auflage, S. 17). This is unmitigated historical materialism, only far less considered, and therefore not of such sterling quality as the materialism of Marx and Engels. 
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hand with a "renascence of idealism" in social science. In 
our country, even among "theorists of the proletariat", people 
are to be found who do not understand the social cause of 
this "renascence", and have themselves succumbed to its 
influence, such as the Bogdanovs, the Bazarovs, and their 
like. . . . 

Incidentally, so immensely great are the advantages any 
researcher is provided with by the Marxist method that even 
those who have willingly submitted to the "conventional lie" 
of our time are beginning to publicly recognise them. Among 
such people, for instance, is the American Edwin Seligman, 
author of a book published in 1902 under the title of The 
Economic Interpretation of History. Seligman frankly admits 
that scholars have shied away from the theory of historical 
materialism because of the socialist conclusions drawn from 
it by Marx. However, he thinks that you can eat your cake 
and yet have it: "one can be an economic materialist" and 
yet remain hostile to socialism. As he puts it, "The fact that 
Marx's economics may be defective has no bearing on the 
truth or falsity of his philosophy of history.""' In actual fact, 
Marx's economic views were intimately bound up with his 
political views. A proper understanding of Capital absolutely 
implies the necessity of previous and careful thought on the 
celebrated preface to Zur Kritik der politischen Oekonomie. 
However, we are unable here either to set forth Marx's eco­
nomic views or to demonstrate the incontrovertible fact that 
they form merely an indispensable component of the doctrine 
known as historical materialism.''''"' I shall add only that Selig­
man is sufficiently a "pundit" also to be scared of materialism. 
This economic "materialist" thinks it is going to intolerable 
extremes "to make religion itself depend on economic forces" 
or to "seek the explanation of Christianity itself in economic 

T h e E c o n o m i c I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of H i s t o r y , pp. 24 and 109. ** A few incidental words in explanation of what has been said. According to Marx, "economic categories are merely the theoretical expressions, the abstractions of the social relations of production" [ T t i e 
P o v e r t y of P h i l o s o p h y , Chapter II, Second Observation).86 This ^eans that Marx regards the categories of p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m y likewise from the viewpoint of the mutual relations among men in the social process of production, relations whose development provides him with the basic explanation of mankind's h i s t o r i c a l movement. 
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facts alone".''" All this goes to show clearly how deep are 
the roots of those prejudices—and consequently of the obsta­
cles—that Marxist theory has to fight against. Yet the very 
fact of the appearance of Seligman's book and even the very 
nature of the reservations he makes give some reason to hope 
that historical materialism—even in a truncated or "purified" 
form—will in the end achieve recognition by those ideologists 
of the bourgeoisie who have not given up the idea of bringing 
order into their historical views.''"'' 

But the struggle against socialism, materialism, and other 
unpleasant extremes presupposes possession of a "spiritual 
weapon". What is known as subjective political economy, 
and more or less adroitly falsified statistics at present con­
stitute the spiritual weapon mainly used in the struggle against 
socialism. All possible brands of Kantianism form the main 
bulwark in the struggle against materialism. In the field of 
social science, Kantianism is utilised for this purpose as a 
dualist doctrine which tears asunder the tie between being 
and thinking. Since consideration of economic questions does 
not come within the province of this book, I shall confine 
myself to an appraisal of the philosophical spiritual weapon 
employed by bourgeois reaction in the ideological sphere. 

Concluding his booklet. Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, 
Engels remarks that when the mighty means of production 
created by the capitalist epoch have become the property of 
society, and when production is organised in conformity with 
social needs, men will at last become masters of their social 
relations, and hence lords over Nature, and their own mas-

7he E c o n o m i c I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of H i s t o r y , p. 137. (Note to the Ger­man edition of 1910.) Kautsky's O r i g i n of C h r i s t i a n i t y , as an "extremist" book, is of course reprehensible from Seligman's point of view. 
The following parallel is highly instructive. M a r x says that mate­rialist dialectic, while explaining that which exists, at the same time explains its i n e v i t a b l e d e s t r u c t i o n . In this, he saw its value, its progres­sive significance. But here is what Seligman says: "Socialism is a theory of what ought to be; historical materialism is a theory of what has been ' (ibid., p. 108). For that reason alone, he considers it possible for himself to defend historical materialism. This means, in other words, that this materialism may be ignored when it comes to explaining the inevitable destruction of t h a t w h i c h i s and may be used to explain t h a t w h i c h h a s 

been i n t h e p a s t . This is one of the numerous instances of the use of a double standard in the field of ideology, a phenomenon also engen­
dered by e c o n o m i c causes. 
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t e r s . O n l y t h e n w i l l t h e y b e g i n consciously t o m a k e t h e i r o w n 
h i s t o r y ; o n l y t h e n w i l l t h e s o c i a l c a u s e s t h e y b r i n g i n t o p l a y 
p r o d u c e , i n e v e r g r e a t e r m e a s u r e , e f f e c t s t h a t a r e d e s i r a b l e 
t o t h e m . " T h i s w i l l b e m a n k i n d ' s l e a p f r o m t h e k i n g d o m o f 
n e c e s s i t y i n t o t h e k i n g d o m o f f r e e d o m . " ^ ^ 

T h e s e w o r d s o f E n g e l s ' s h a v e e v o k e d o b j e c t i o n s f r o m t h o s e 
w h o , u n a b l e i n g e n e r a l t o s t o m a c h t h e i d e a o f " l e a p s " , h a v e 
b e e n e i t h e r u n a b l e o r u n w i l l i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d a n y s u c h " l e a p " 
f r o m t h e k i n g d o m o f n e c e s s i t y i n t o t h e k i n g d o m o f f r e e d o m . 
S u c h a " l e a p " s e e m e d t o t h e m t o c o n t r a d i c t t h a t v i e w o n 
f r e e d o m w h i c h E n g e l s h i m s e l f v o i c e d i n t h e f i r s t p a r t o f h i s 
Anti-DUhring. T h e r e f o r e , i f w e w o u l d s e e o u r w a y t h r o u g h 
t h e c o n f u s i o n i n t h e m i n d s o f s u c h p e o p l e , w e m u s t r e c a l l 
e x a c t l y w h a t E n g e l s s a i d i n t h e b o o k m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . 

A n d h e r e i s w h a t h e s a i d . E x p l a i n i n g H e g e l ' s w o r d s t h a t 
" N e c e s s i t y i s b l i n d o n l y i n s o f a r a s i t i s n o t u n d e r s t o o d " , 
E n g e l s s t a t e d t h a t f r e e d o m c o n s i s t s i n e x e r c i s i n g " c o n t r o l 
o v e r o u r s e l v e s a n d o v e r e x t e r n a l n a t u r e , a c o n t r o l f o u n d e d 
o n k n o w l e d g e o f n a t u r a l n e c e s s i t y " . * T h i s i d e a i s s e t f o r t h b y 
E n g e l s w i t h a c l a r i t y q u i t e s u f f i c i e n t f o r p e o p l e f a m i l i a r w i t h 
t h e H e g e l i a n d o c t r i n e r e f e r r e d t o . T h e t r o u b l e i s t h a t p r e s e n t -
d a y K a n t i a n s o n l y " c r i t i c i s e " H e g e l , b u t d o n o t s t u d y h i m . 
S i n c e t h e y h a v e n o k n o w l e d g e o f H e g e l , t h e y h a v e b e e n u n a b l e 
t o u n d e r s t a n d E n g e l s . T o t h e a u t h o r o f Anti-Diihring t h e y 
h a v e m a d e t h e o b j e c t i o n t h a t w h e r e t h e r e i s s u b m i s s i o n t o 
n e c e s s i t y , t h e r e i s n o f r e e d o m . T h i s i s q u i t e c o n s i s t e n t o n t h e 
p a r t o f p e o p l e w h o s e p h i l o s o p h i c a l v i e w s a r e i m b u e d w i t h a 
dualism t h a t i s i n c a p a b l e o f u n i t i n g t h i n k i n g w i t h b e i n g . 
F r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f t h i s d u a l i s m , t h e " l e a p " f r o m n e c e s s i t y 
t o f r e e d o m r e m a i n s a b s o l u t e l y i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . B u t M a r x ' s 
p h i l o s o p h y , l i k e t h a t o f F e u e r b a c h , p r o c l a i m s t h e u n i t y o f 
b e i n g a n d t h i n k i n g . A l t h o u g h , a s w e h a v e a l r e a d y s e e n 
a b o v e , i n t h e s e c t i o n o n F e u e r b a c h , M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y u n ­
d e r s t a n d s t h a t u n i t y q u i t e d i f f e r e n t l y f r o m t h e s e n s e i n w h i c h 
i t i s u n d e r s t o o d b y a b s o l u t e i d e a l i s m , i t [ M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y ] 
d o e s n o t a t a l l d i s a g r e e w i t h H e g e l i a n d o c t r i n e i n t h e q u e s ­
t i o n w e a r e c o n c e r n e d w i t h , v i z . , t h e r e l a t i o n o f f r e e d o m t o 
n e c e s s i t y . 

* H e r r n Eugen D i i h r i n g s U m w a l z u n g der Wissenschaft, 5 . A u f l a g e , 
S . 1 1 3 . 8 8 

80 

T h e g i s t o f t h e w h o l e m a t t e r i s : p r e c i s e l y w h a t s h o u l d b e 
u n d e r s t o o d b y necessity. Aristotle'" a l r e a d y p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
t h e c o n c e p t o f n e c e s s i t y c o n t a i n s m a n y s h a d e s o f m e a n i n g : 
m e d i c i n e i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a c u r e t o b e e f f e c t e d ; b r e a t h i n g i s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r l i f e ; a t r i p t o A e g i n a i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a d e b t t o 
b e c o l l e c t e d . A l l t h e s e a r e , s o t o s a y , conditional n e c e s s i t i e s ; 
w e must b r e a t h e if w e w a n t t o l i v e ; w e must t a k e m e d i c i n e 
if w e w a n t t o g e t r i d o f a n i l l n e s s , a n d s o o n . I n t h e p r o c e s s 
o f a c t i n g o n t h e w o r l d a b o u t h i m , m a n h a s c o n s t a n t l y t o d o 
w i t h n e c e s s i t y o f t h i s k i n d : h e m u s t of necessity s o w if h e 
w o u l d r e a p , s h o o t a n a r r o w if h e w o u l d k i l l g a m e , s t o c k f u e l 
if h e w o u l d g e t a s t e a m - e n g i n e o p e r a t i n g , a n d s o o n . F r o m 
t h e v i e w p o i n t o f t h e n e o - K a n t i a n " c r i t i c i s m o f M a r x " , i t h a s 
t o b e a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a n e l e m e n t o f submission i n t h i s 
c o n d i t i o n a l n e c e s s i t y . M a n w o u l d b e freer i f h e w e r e a b l e t o 
s a t i s f y h i s w a n t s w i t h o u t e x p e n d i n g a n y l a b o u r a t a l l . H e 
a l w a y s submits t o N a t u r e , e v e n when he forces her to serve 
him. T h i s s u b m i s s i o n , h o w e v e r , i s a c o n d i t i o n o f h i s b e c o m ­
i n g f r e e : b y s u b m i t t i n g t o N a t u r e , h e t h e r e b y i n c r e a s e s his 
power over her, i . e . his freedom. I t w o u l d b e t h e s a m e u n d e r 
t h e p l a n n e d o r g a n i s a t i o n o f s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n . B y submitting 
t o c e r t a i n d e m a n d s o f t e c h n i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c n e c e s s i t y , m e n 
w o u l d p u t a n e n d t o t h a t p r e p o s t e r o u s o r d e r o f t h i n g s u n d e r 
w h i c h t h e y a r e d o m i n a t e d b y t h e p r o d u c t s o f t h e i r o w n a c t i v ­
i t i e s , t h a t i s t o s a y , t h e y w o u l d i n c r e a s e t h e i r freedom t o a 
t r e m e n d o u s d e g r e e . H e r e , t o o , t h e i r s u b m i s s i o n w o u l d b e c o m e 
a s o u r c e o f l i b e r a t i o n t o t h e m . 

N o r i s t h a t a l l . " C r i t i c s " o f M a r x , w h o h a v e b e c o m e u s e d 
t o c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t a g u l f s e p a r a t e s t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , k n o w 
o f o n l y o n e s h a d e o f n e c e s s i t y ; t o u s e A r i s t o t l e ' s w o r d i n g , 
t h e y i m a g i n e n e c e s s i t y o n l y as a f o r c e t h a t prevents u s f r o m 
a c t i n g according to o u r d e s i r e s , a n d compels u s t o d o t h a t 
w h i c h is contrary t o t h e m . N e c e s s i t y o f this k i n d i s i n d e e d 
t h e o p p o s i t e o f f r e e d o m , a n d c a n n o t b u t b e i r k s o m e i n g r e a t e r 
o r l e s s e r d e g r e e . B u t w e m u s t n o t f o r g e t t h a t a f o r c e s e e n 
b y m a n as e x t e r n a l c o e r c i o n w h i c h i s i n c o n f l i c t w i t h h i s 
w i s h e s m a y , i n o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , b e s e e n b y h i m i n a n 
e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t l i g h t . A s a n i l l u s t r a t i o n , l e t u s t a k e t h e 
a g r a r i a n q u e s t i o n i n R u s s i a t o d a y . T o t h e i n t e l l i g e n t land-

M e t a p h y s i c s , B o o k V , C h a p t e r 5 . 
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owner w h o i s a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l - D e m o c r a t , t h e " f o r c i b l e a l i e n ­
a t i o n o f t h e l a n d " ^ 9 m a y s e e m m o r e o r l e s s s a d h i s t o r i c a l 
n e c e s s i t y — s a d , t h a t i s t o s a y , i n r e v e r s e p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e s i z e 
o f t h e " f a i r c o m p e n s a t i o n " g i v e n . B u t t o t h e peasant w h o 
y e a r n s f o r l a n d , t h e r e v e r s e i s t r u e : t h e " f a i r c o m p e n s a t i o n " 
w i l l p r e s e n t i t s e l f as a m o r e o r l e s s s a d n e c e s s i t y , w h i l e " f o r c ­
i b l e a l i e n a t i o n " i s b o u n d t o b e s e e n a s a n e x p r e s s i o n o f h i s 
o w n u n f e t t e r e d w i l l , a n d t h e m o s t p r e c i o u s s e c u r i t y o f h i s 
f r e e d o m . 

I n s a y i n g t h i s , I a m t o u c h i n g u p o n w h a t i s p e r h a p s t h e 
m o s t i m p o r t a n t p o i n t i n t h e d o c t r i n e o f f r e e d o m — a p o i n t 
n o t m e n t i o n e d b y E n g e l s o n l y , o f c o u r s e , f o r i t s b e i n g s e l f -
e v i d e n t t o o n e w h o h a s g o n e t h r o u g h t h e H e g e l i a n s c h o o l . 

I n h i s p h i l o s o p h y o f r e l i g i o n H e g e l s a y s , "Die Freiheit ist 
dies: nichts zu wollen als sich";' i . e . , " F r e e d o m l i e s i n w i l l i n g 
n o t h i n g b u t o n e s e l f " . * * T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s h e d s a s t r o n g l i g h t 
o n t h e e n t i r e q u e s t i o n o f f r e e d o m , i n s o f a r a s t h a t q u e s t i o n 
b e a r s u p o n s o c i a l p s y c h o l o g y . T h e p e a s a n t w h o d e m a n d s 
t h a t t h e l a n d l o r d ' s l a n d s h o u l d b e t r a n s f e r r e d t o h i m w a n t s 
" n o t h i n g b u t h i m s e l f " ; t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l - D e m o c r a t i c l a n d ­
l o r d w h o a g r e e s t o g i v e h i m l a n d n o l o n g e r w a n t s " h i m s e l f " 
b u t t h a t w h i c h h i s t o r y compels h i m t o w a n t . T h e f o r m e r i s 
free, w h i l e t h e l a t t e r w i s e l y submits to necessity. 

I t w o u l d b e t h e s a m e , a s w i t h t h e p e a s a n t , f o r t h e p r o l e ­
t a r i a t , w h i c h c o n v e r t s t h e m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n i n t o s o c i a l 
p r o p e r t y a n d o r g a n i s e s s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n o n a n e w f o u n d a ­
t i o n . I t w o u l d w i s h n o t h i n g " b u t i t s e l f " , a n d w o u l d f e e l quite 
free. A s f o r t h e c a p i t a l i s t s , t h e y w o u l d , o f c o u r s e , a t b e s t f e e l 
t h a t t h e y w e r e i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e l a n d o w n e r w h o h a s 
a c c e p t e d t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a l - D e m o c r a t i c a g r a r i a n p r o g r a m ­
m e ^ , - t h e y c o u l d n o t b u t t h i n k t h a t freedom i s o n e t h i n g , a n d 
historical necessity, a n o t h e r . 

* Hegel's W e r k e , 1 2 . Band, S. 98. 
** (Note to the German edition of 1 9 1 0 . ) Spinoza already said 

( E t h i c s , Part I I I , Proposition 2 , S c h o l i u m ) that many people think they 
act freely because they know their actions but not the causes of those 
actions. "Thus an infant thinks that it freely desires milk, an angry child 
thinks that it freely desires vengeance, or a timid child thinks it freely 
chooses flight." The same idea was expressed by Diderot, whose materialist 
doctrine was, on the whole, Spinozism liberated from its theological 
setting. 
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A s i t s e e m s t o m e , t h o s e " c r i t i c s " w h o h a v e o b j e c t e d t o 
E n g e l s ' s s t a n d h a v e f a i l e d t o u n d e r s t a n d h i m a l s o , i n c i d e n ­
t a l l y , f o r t h e r e a s o n o f t h e i r b e i n g a b l e t o i m a g i n e t h e m ­
s e l v e s i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t , b u t b e i n g t o t a l l y u n a b l e 
t o i m a g i n e t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e p r o l e t a r i a n ' s s h o e s . I h o l d t h e 
o p i n i o n t h a t t h i s , t o o , h a s i t s social—and u l t i m a t e l y economic 
— c a u s e . 

X V I 

D u a l i s m , t o w h i c h i d e o l o g i s t s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e a r e n o w 
so p r o n e , h a s a n o t h e r c h a r g e t o m a k e a g a i n s t h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m . T h r o u g h S t a m m l e r , i t i m p u t e s t h a t h i s t o r i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m f a i l s t o t a k e social teleology i n t o a c c o u n t . T h i s 
s e c o n d i m p u t a t i o n , w h i c h i n c i d e n t a l l y i s h i g h l y a k i n t o t h e 
first, i s e q u a l l y g r o u n d l e s s . 

M a r x s a y s , " I n t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e i r l i f e , m e n e n t e r 
i n t o d e f i n i t e r e l a t i o n s . " ^ ^ S t a m m l e r m a k e s r e f e r e n c e t o t h i s 
f o r m u l a a s p r o o f t h a t , d e s p i t e h i s t h e o r y , M a r x w a s u n a b l e 
t o a v o i d t e l e o l o g i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ; M a r x ' s w o r d s , i n S t a m m -
l e r ' s o p i n i o n , m e a n t h a t m e n coiisciously e n t e r i n t o t h e m u t u a l 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h o u t w h i c h p r o d u c t i o n i s i m p o s s i b l e . C o n s e ­
q u e n t l y t h e s e r e l a t i o n s a r e t h e o u t c o m e o f expedient action.'' 

I t i s e a s y t o see i n w h i c h p a r t o f t h i s a r g u m e n t S t a m m l e r 
m a k e s a l o g i c a l e r r o r w h i c h l e a v e s i t s i m p r e s s o n a l l h i s 
f u r t h e r c r i t i c a l r e m a r k s . 

L e t u s t a k e a n e x a m p l e . S a v a g e s w h o l i v e b y h u n t i n g a r e 
p u r s u i n g a q u a r r y , a n e l e p h a n t , l e t u s s a y . F o r t h i s t h e y g a t h e r 
t o g e t h e r a n d o r g a n i s e t h e i r f o r c e s i n a d e f i n i t e w a y . W h a t i s 
t h e aim o f t h i s , a n d t h e means? T h e a i m i s o b v i o u s l y t o c a t c h 
o r t o k i l l t h e e l e p h a n t , a n d t h e m e a n s i s , t o j o i n f o r c e s t o 
p u r s u e t h e a n i m a l . By what i s t h e a i m p r o m p t e d ? B y t h e 
wants o f t h e h u m a n organism. N o w by what a r e t h e m e a n s 
d e t e r m i n e d ? By the conditions of the chase. D o t h e w a n t s o f 
t h e h u m a n b o d y d e p e n d o n m a n ' s w i l l ? N o , t h e y d o n o t ; i n 
g e n e r a l , t h a t i s t h e d e p a r t m e n t o f physiology, n o t o f sociology. 
W h a t t h e n c a n w e a t p r e s e n t d e m a n d o f s o c i o l o g y , i n t h i s 
c o n n e c t i o n ? W e c a n d e m a n d a n e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e r e a s o n 

* W i r t s c h a f t u n d Recht, zweite Auflage, S. 4 2 1 . 
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why m e n , i n s e e k i n g t o s a t i s f y t h e i r w a n t s — f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e 
n e e d f o r f o o d — s o m e t i m e s e n t e r i n t o c e r t a i n k i n d s o f m u t u a l 
r e l a t i o n s , a n d s o m e t i m e s i n t o q u i t e o t h e r k i n d s . Sociology— 
i n t h e p e r s o n o f Marx—explains this circumstance as the 
outcome of the state of their productive forces. N o w t h e q u e s ­
t i o n i s : d o e s t h e s t a t e o f t h e s e f o r c e s d e p e n d o n h u m a n w i l l , 
o r o n t h e aims p u r s u e d b y m e n ? T o t h i s , s o c i o l o g y , a g a i n i n 
t h e p e r s o n o f M a r x , r e p l i e s t h a t i t d o e s n o t . I f t h e r e i s n o 
s u c h d e p e n d e n c e , t h e n t h a t s i g n i f i e s t h a t t h e s e f o r c e s a r e 
b r o u g h t i n t o b e i n g b y v i r t u e o f a d e f i n i t e n e c e s s i t y , o n e t h a t 
i s d e t e r m i n e d b y g i v e n c o n d i t i o n s e x t e r n a l t o m a n . 

W h a t i s t h e i n f e r e n c e t o b e m a d e ? I t i s t h a t i f h u n t i n g i s 
a n expedient activity o n t h e p a r t o f t h e s a v a g e , t h e n t h i s 
f a c t i n n o w a y d e t r a c t s f r o m t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f M a r x ' s 
o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t the production relations arising among 
savages who are hunters c o m e i n t o b e i n g b y v i r t u e o f c o n ­
d i t i o n s that do not fully depend on that expedient activity. 
I n o t h e r w o r d s , i f t h e p r i m i t i v e h u n t e r consciously s t r i v e s t o 
k i l l a s m u c h g a m e a s p o s s i b l e , i t d o e s n o t f o l l o w t h e r e f r o m 
t h a t t h e c o m m u n i s m c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h a t h u n t e r ' s e v e r y d a y 
l i f e h a s e v o l v e d a s the expedient outcome of his activities. 
N o , t h i s c o m m u n i s m h a s a r i s e n , o r r a t h e r h a s b e e n preserved 
o f i t s e l f ( s e e i n g t h a t i t c a m e i n t o b e i n g l o n g a g o ) a s t h e un­
conscious, i . e . , necessary, r e s u l t o f a n o r g a n i s a t i o n o f l a b o u r 
i n a w a y q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e w i l l o f m e n . ' ' ' I t i s t h i s t h a t 
t h e K a n t i a n S t a m m l e r h a s f a i l e d t o g r a s p ; i t i s h e r e t h a t h e 
h a s l o s t h i s b e a r i n g s , a n d l e d a s t r a y o u r S t r u v e s , B u l g a k o v s 
a n d o t h e r temporary M a r x i s t s , w h o s e n a m e s a r e k n o w n t o 
t h e L o r d a l o n e . ' ^ " ' 

C o n t i n u i n g h i s c r i t i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s , S t a m m l e r s a y s , t h a t i f 
s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t w e r e t o t a k e p l a c e e x c l u s i v e l y i n v i r t u e 
o f catisal necessity, i t w o u l d b e p a t e n t l y s e n s e l e s s t o c o n ­
s c i o u s l y t r y t o f u r t h e r i t . T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e a l t e r n a t i v e , i n 
h i s o p i n i o n : e i t h e r I c o n s i d e r a g i v e n p h e n o m e n o n a neces­
sity, i . e . , i n e v i t a b l e , i n w h i c h ca se t h e r e i s n o n e e d f o r m e t o 
h e l p f u r t h e r i t , o r else m y a c t i v i t y i s e s s e n t i a l f o r t h a t p h e n o m -

"Necessity, in its contraposition to liberty, is nothing else but 
the unconscious." Schelling, System des transzendentalen Idealismus, 
1800, S. 424. 

** This aspect of the matter is discussed in fairly great detail in 
various parts of my book on historical monism?'-
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e n o n to take place, i n w h i c h c a s e i t c a n n o t b e t e r m e d a 
n e c e s s i t y . W h o w o u l d a t t e m p t t o a s s i s t t h e n e c e s s a r y , i . e . , 
i n e v i t a b l e , r i s i n g o f t h e s u n ? * 

T h i s i s a n a m a z i n g l y v i v i d r e v e l a t i o n o f d u a l i s m c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c o f p e o p l e s t e e p e d i n K a n t i a n i s m : with them, thinking 
is always divorced from being. 

T h e r i s i n g o f t h e s u n i s i n n o w a y c o n n e c t e d w i t h m e n ' s 
s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s , e i t h e r as c a u s e o r a s e f f e c t . A s a n a t u r a l 
p h e n o m e n o n , i t c a n t h e r e f o r e b e c o n t r a p o s e d t o m e n ' s c o n s ­
c i o u s a s p i r a t i o n s , w h i c h , t o o , h a v e n o c a u s a l t i e w i t h i t . B u t 
i t i s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t w h e n w e h a v e t o d e a l w i t h 5oda^ p h e n o m ­
e n a , w i t h h i s t o r y . W e a l r e a d y k n o w t h a t h i s t o r y i s m a d e 
b y m e n ; t h e r e f o r e , h u m a n a s p i r a t i o n s c a n n o t b u t b e a f a c t o r 
o f t h e m o v e m e n t o f h i s t o r y . B u t m e n m a k e h i s t o r y i n o n e 
w a y a n d n o t i n a n o t h e r , i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f a p a r t i c u l a r n e c e s ­
s i t y w h i c h w e h a v e a l r e a d y d e a l t w i t h a b o v e . O n c e t h i s n e c e s ­
s i t y i s g i v e n , then given too, as its effect, are those human 
aspirations which are an inevitable factor of social develop­
ment. Mens aspirations do not exclude necessity, but are 
themselves determined by it. I t i s t h e r e f o r e a g r a v e l o g i c a l 
e r r o r t o c o n t r a p o s e t h e m t o n e c e s s i t y . 

W T i e n a s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n i s b r o u g h t a b o u t b y a c l a s s s t r i v ­
i n g f o r i t s l i b e r a t i o n , t h a t c l a s s a c t s i n a w a y t h a t i s m o r e o r 
l e s s e x p e d i e n t i n a c h i e v i n g t h e a i m d e s i r e d ; i n a n y ca se i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s a r e t h e cause o f t h a t r e v o l u t i o n . H o w e v e r , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a l l t h e a s p i r a t i o n s t h a t h a v e b r o u g h t t h e m a b o u t , t h e s e 
a c t i v i t i e s a r e t h e m s e l v e s a consequence o f a d e f i n i t e c o u r s e o f 
t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d a r e t h e r e f o r e t h e m s e l v e s 
d e t e r m i n e d b y necessity. 

S o c i o l o g y b e c o m e s a s c i e n c e o n l y i n t h e m e a s u r e i n w h i c h 
i t s u c c e e d s i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f a i m s i n s o c i a l 
m a n ( s o c i a l " t e l e o l o g y " ) , as a n e c e s s a r y c o n s e q u e n c e o f a 
s o c i a l p r o c e s s u l t i m a t e l y d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e c o u r s e o f e c o ­
n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . 

H i g h l y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t c o n s i s t e n t 
a n t a g o n i s t s o f t h e m a t e r i a l i s t e x p l a n a t i o n o f h i s t o r y see t h e m ­
s e l v e s f o r c e d t o p r o v e t h e impossibility o f s o c i o l o g y as a 

* W i r t s c h a f t und Recht, p. 421 et seq. Cf. also Stammler's article 
entitled "Materialistische Geschichtsauffassung" in H a n d w d r t e r b u c h der 
Staatswissenschaften, 2. Auflage, V. Band, S, 735-37. 
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science P T h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e "critical approach" is now 
becoming a n o b s t a c l e to the further scientific development of 
o u r t i m e s . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , a n i n t e r e s t i n g p r o b l e m a r i s e s 
f o r t h o s e w h o a r e t r y i n g t o find a s c i e n t i f i c e x p l a n a t i o n o f 
t h e h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h e o r i e s . T h a t p r o b l e m i s : t o 
d e t e r m i n e i n w h a t w a y t h i s r o l e o f t h e " c r i t i c a l a p p r o a c h " i s 
l i n k e d u p w i t h t h e s t r u g g l e o f t h e c l a s se s i n p r e s e n t - d a y 
s o c i e t y . 

I f I e n d e a v o u r t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n a m o v e m e n t w h o s e t r i u m p h 
I c o n s i d e r a h i s t o r i c a l n e c e s s i t y , t h e n t h a t m e a n s t h a t I l o o k 
u p o n m y o w n a c t i v i t i e s a s a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e l i n k i n t h e c h a i n 
o f c o n d i t i o n s w h o s e s u m w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y e n s u r e t h e t r i u m p h 
o f a m o v e m e n t t h a t I h o l d d e a r . I t m e a n s n o t h i n g m o r e n o r 
l e s s t h a n t h a t . A d u a l i s t w i l l f a i l t o u n d e r s t a n d , b u t a l l t h i s 
w i l l b e p e r f e c t l y c l e a r t o a n y b o d y w h o h a s a s s i m i l a t e d t h e 
t h e o r y o f the unity of subject and object, a n d h a s u n d e r s t o o d 
h o w t h a t u n i t y r e v e a l s i t s e l f i n s o c i a l p h e n o m e n a . 

H i g h l y n o t e w o r t h y i s t h e f a c t t h a t t h e o r e t i c i a n s o f P r o t e s ­
t a n t i s m i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e r i c a s e e m u n a b l e t o 
u n d e r s t a n d t h e c o n t r a p o s i t i o n o f f r e e d o m a n d n e c e s s i t y t h a t 
h a s b e e n e x e r c i s i n g t h e m i n d s o f s o m a n y i d e o l o g i s t s o f t h e 
E u r o p e a n b o u r g e o i s i e . H . B a r g y s a y s t h a t " i n A m e r i c a t h e 
m o s t p o s i t i v e i n s t r u c t o r s i n t h e f i e l d o f e n e r g y (professeurs 
d'energie) a r e l i t t l e p r o n e t o r e c o g n i s e f r e e d o m o f t h e w i l l " . * 
H e a s c r i b e s t h i s t o t h e i r p r e f e r e n c e , as m e n o f a c t i o n , f o r 
" f a t a l i s t s o l u t i o n s " . H e i s w r o n g , h o w e v e r , s i n c e f a t a l i s m h a s 
n o t h i n g t o d o w i t h t h e m a t t e r . T h i s i s t o b e s e e n i n h i s o w n 
r e m a r k a b o u t t h e m o r a l i s t J o n a t h a n E d w a r d s : " E d w a r d s ' s 
p o i n t o f v i e w . . . i s t h a t o f a n y m a n o f a c t i o n . T o a n y o n e 
w h o h a s h a d a n a i m o n c e i n h i s l i f e t i m e f r e e d o m i s t h e f a c ­
u l t y o f p u t t i n g a l l h i s s o u l i n t h e s e r v i c e o f t h a t a i m . " " * T h i s 
i s w e l l p u t , a n d c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e s H e g e l ' s " w i l l i n g n o t h i n g 
b u t o n e s e l f " . B u t w h e n a m a n " w i l l s n o t h i n g b u t h i m s e l f " , 
h e i s i n n o w a y a f a t a l i s t : i t i s t h e n t h a t h e i s p r e c i s e l y a 
man of action. 

K a n t i a n i s m i s n o t a p h i l o s o p h y o f s t r u g g l e , o r a p h i l o s o p h y 
o f m e n o f a c t i o n . I t i s a p h i l o s o p h y o f h a l f - h e a r t e d p e o p l e , 
a p h i l o s o p h y o f c o m p r o m i s e . 

* H. Bargy, L a r e l i g i o n dans l a societe aux £tats-Unis, Paris, 1902, 
pp. 88-89. 

** Ibid., pp. 97-98. 
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T h e m e a n s o f r e m o v i n g t h e e x i s t i n g s o c i a l e v i l , E n g e l s 
s a y s , m u s t b e discovered i n t h e e x i s t i n g m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n , n o t invented b y o n e s o c i a l r e f o r m e r o r a n o t h e r . ^ ^ 
S t a m m l e r i s i n a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h i s , b u t a c c u s e s E n g e l s o f 
u n c l e a r t h i n k i n g , s i n c e i n h i s ( S t a m m l e r ' s ) o p i n i o n t h e g i s t 
o f t h e m a t t e r l i e s i n a s c e r t a i n i n g "the method with the aid of 
which t h i s d i s c o v e r y m u s t b e m a d e " . " " T h i s o b j e c t i o n , w h i c h 
m e r e l y r e v e a l s S t a m m l e r ' s v a g u e t h i n k i n g , i s e l i m i n a t e d b y 
s i m p l y m e n t i o n i n g t h e f a c t t h a t t h o u g h t h e n a t u r e o f t h e 
" m e t h o d " i s i n s u c h cases d e t e r m i n e d b y a g r e a t v a r i e t y 
o f " f a c t o r s " , t h e l a t t e r c a n a l l b e u l t i m a t e l y r e f e r r e d t o t h e 
c o u r s e o f t h e e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t . T h e v e r y f a c t o f t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e o f Marx's theory w a s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e d e v e l ­
o p m e n t o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t m o d e o f p r o d u c t i o n , w h e r e a s t h e 
p r e d o m i n a n c e o f u t o p i a n i s m i n p r e - M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m i s q u i t e 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e i n a s o c i e t y s u f f e r i n g n o t o n l y f r o m t h e d e ­
v e l o p m e n t o f t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d m o d e o f p r o d u c t i o n , b u t a l s o 
( a n d i n g r e a t e r d e g r e e ) f r o m t h e insufficiency of that devel­
opment. 

I t w o u l d b e s u p e r f l u o u s t o d i l a t e o n t h e m a t t e r . T h e r e a d e r 
w i l l p e r h a p s n o t c o m p l a i n i f , i n c o n c l u d i n g t h i s a r t i c l e , I w i l l 
d r a w h i s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e m e a s u r e i n w h i c h the tactical 
"method" o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s i s i n t i m a t e l y b o u n d u p w i t h 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l t h e s e s o f t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l t h e o r y . 

T h i s t h e o r y t e l l s u s , as w e a l r e a d y k n o w , t h a t m a n k i n d 
a l w a y s s e t s i t s e l f o n l y s u c h t a s k s t h a t i t c a n s o l v e , f o r " t h e 
p r o b l e m i t s e l f a r i s e s o n l y w h e n t h e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r 
i t s s o l u t i o n a r e a l r e a d y p r e s e n t o r a t l e a s t i n t h e c o u r s e o f 
f o r m a t i o n " . ^ ^ W h e r e t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s already exist, t h e s t a t e 
o f t h i n g s i s n o t q u i t e t h e s a m e a s i t i s w h e r e t h e y a r e s t i l l 
"in the process of formation". I n t h e f o r m e r i n s t a n c e t h e t i m e 
f o r a " l e a p " has already arrived; i n t h e l a t t e r i n s t a n c e t h e 
"leap" i s , f o r t h e t i m e b e i n g , a matter o f t h e m o r e o r l e s s 
d i s t a n t future, " a n u l t i m a t e a i m " w h o s e a p p r o a c h is prepared 
by a series of "gradual changes" i n t h e m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n s o c i a l c l a s s e s . W h a t r o l e s h o u l d b e p l a y e d b y i n n o ­
v a t o r s d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d i n w h i c h a " l e a p " i s still impossible? 
I t e v i d e n t l y r e m a i n s f o r t h e m t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e " g r a d u a l 
c h a n g e s " , i . e . , t h e y m u s t , i n o t h e r w o r d s , t r y t o b r i n g a b o u t 

Handwthterbtich, V. Band, S. 736. 
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reforms. I n t h i s w a y , b o t h t h e "ultimate aim" a n d reforms 
find t h e i r p l a c e , a n d t h e v e r y c o n t r a p o s i t i o n o f r e f o r m a n d 
" u l t i m a t e a i m " l o s e s a l l meaning-, i s r e l e g a t e d t o t h e s p h e r e 
o f Utopian l e g e n d s . T h o s e w h o w o u l d m a k e s u c h a c o n t r a ­
p o s i t i o n — w h e t h e r t h e y a r e G e r m a n " r e v i s i o n i s t s " l i k e E d u a r d 
B e r n s t e i n , o r I t a l i a n " r e v o l u t i o n a r y s y n d i c a l i s t s " l i k e t h o s e 
w h o t o o k p a r t i n t h e l a t e s t s y n d i c a l i s t c o n g r e s s i n F e r r a r a — 
w i l l s h o w t h e m s e l v e s e q u a l l y i n c a p a b l e o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e 
s p i r i t a n d t h e m e t h o d o f m o d e r n s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m . T h i s i s 
a g o o d t h i n g t o r e m e m b e r a t p r e s e n t , w h e n r e f o r m i s m a n d 
s y n d i c a l i s m p e r m i t t h e m s e l v e s t o s p e a k f o r M a r x . 

A n d w h a t h e a l t h y o p t i m i s m b r e a t h e s i n t h e w o r d s t h a t 
m a n k i n d a l w a y s s e t s i t s e l f o n l y s u c h t a s k s t h a t i t c a n s o l v e . 
T h e y d o n o t , o f c o u r s e , m e a n t h a t a n y s o l u t i o n o f m a n k i n d ' s 
g r e a t p r o b l e m s , as s u g g e s t e d b y t h e first U t o p i a n o n e m e e t s , 
i s a g o o d o n e . A U t o p i a n i s o n e t h i n g ; m a n k i n d , o r , m o r e 
p r e c i s e l y , a s o c i a l c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f m a n k i n d ' s h i g h e s t 
i n t e r e s t s i n a g i v e n p e r i o d , i s s o m e t h i n g e l s e . A s M a r x h a s 
v e r y w e l l s a i d , "With the thoroughness of the historical 
action, the size of the mass w h o s e a c t i o n i t i s will therefore 
increase."^ T h i s i s c o n c l u s i v e c o n d e m n a t i o n o f a U t o p i a n 
a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s g r e a t h i s t o r i c a l p r o b l e m s . I f M a r x n e v e r ­
t h e l e s s t h o u g h t t h a t m a n k i n d n e v e r se t s i t s e l f u n a c h i e v a b l e 
t a s k s , t h e n h i s w o r d s a r e , f r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f t h e o r y , o n l y 
a n e w w a y o f e x p r e s s i n g t h e i d e a o f t h e u n i t y o f s u b j e c t a n d 
o b i e c t i n i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e p r o c e s s o f h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p ­
m e n t ; f r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f p r a c t i c e t h e y e x p r e s s t h a t c a l m 
a n d c o u r a g e o u s f a i t h i n t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e " u l t i m a t e a i m " 
w h i c h o n c e p r o m p t e d o u r u n f o r g e t t a b l e N . G . C h e r n y s h e v s k y 
t o e x c l a i m f e r v e n t l y , " C o m e w h a t m a y , w e s h a l l win".97 

APPENDIX^ 

T h e p h i l o s o p h y o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s i s n o t o n l y a mate­
rialist philosophy; i t i s dialectical materialism. O b j e c t i o n s a r e 
b r o u g h t f o r w a r d a g a i n s t t h i s d o c t r i n e — f i r s t o f a l l , t o t h e 
e f f e c t t h a t d i a l e c t i c c a n n o t s t a n d u p t o c r i t i c i s m , a n d s e c o n d l y , 
t h a t m a t e r i a l i s m i s i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h d i a l e c t i c . L e t u s e x a m i n e 
t h e s e o b j e c t i o n s . 

T h e r e a d e r p r o b a b l y r e m e m b e r s t h a t H e r r B e r n s t e i n 
a t t r i b u t e d w h a t h e c a l l e d t h e e r r o r s o f M a r x a n d E n g e l s t o 
t h e i n j u r i o u s i n f l u e n c e o f d i a l e c t i c . C u s t o m a r y l o g i c a d h e r e s 
t o t h e f o r m u l a " Y e s i s y e s , a n d n o i s n o " , w h i l e d i a l e c t i c 
t u r n s t h i s f o r m u l a i n t o i t s o p p o s i t e , v i z . , " Y e s i s n o , a n d n o 
i s y e s . " I n h i s a v e r s i o n f o r t h i s l a t t e r " f o r m u l a " , H e r r B e r n ­
s t e i n d e c l a r e d i t c a p a b l e o f l e a d i n g m a n i n t o t h e m o s t d a n ­
g e r o u s l o g i c a l t e m p t a t i o n s a n d e r r o r s . T h e v a s t m a j o r i t y o f 
r e a d e r s w h o a r e c o n s i d e r e d e d u c a t e d h a v e p r o b a b l y a g r e e d 
w i t h h i m , f o r t h e r e a s o n t h a t t h e f o r m u l a " Y e s i s n o , a n d n o 
i s y e s " s e e m s t o flatly c o n t r a d i c t t h e f u n d a m e n t a l a n d e s t a b ­
l i s h e d l a w s o f t h i n k i n g . I t i s t h i s a s p e c t o f t h e m a t t e r t h a t w e 
m u s t n o w c o n s i d e r . 

T h e " f u n d a m e n t a l l a w s o f t h i n k i n g " a r e c o n s i d e r e d t o b e 
t h r e e i n n u m b e r : 1 ) T h e l a w o f i d e n t i t y ; 2 ) t h e l a w o f c o n ­
t r a d i c t i o n , a n d 3 ) t h e l a w o f t h e e x c l u d e d n i i d d l e . 

The law of identity (principium identitatis) s t a t e s t h a t " A 
i s A " (omne subjectum est praedicatum sui) o r A = A . 

T h e l a w o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n (principium contradictionis)—"A 
i s n o t A " — i s m e r e l y t h e n e g a t i v e f o r m o f t h e first l a w . 

A c c o r d i n g t o the law of the excluded middle (principium 
exclusi tertii), t w o o p p o s i n g j u d g e m e n t s t h a t a r e m u t u a l l y 
e x c l u s i v e c a n n o t b o t h b e w r o n g . I n d e e d , " A i s e i t h e r B o r 
n o n - B " . T h e t r u t h o f e i t h e r o f t h e s e t w o j u d g e m e n t s n e c e s -
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s a r i l y m e a n s t h e f a l s e n e s s o f t h e o t h e r , a n d v i c e v e r s a . T h e r e 
i s n o t , n e i t h e r c a n t h e r e b e , a n y m i d d l e . 

O b e r w e g h a s p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e l a w o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n a n d 
t h e l a w o f t h e e x c l u d e d m i d d l e c a n b e u n i t e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 
l o g i c a l r u l e : " T o every definite question, understood in the 
direct sense, as to whether a definite predicate attaches to a 
definite subject, we must reply either 'Yes' or 'No'."-' W e 
c a n n o t r e p l y b o t h " Y e s " a n d " N o " . 

I t i s h a r d t o r a i s e a n y o b j e c t i o n t o t h e c o r r e c t n e s s o f t h i s 
r u l e . I f , h o w e v e r , i t i s t r u e , t h e n t h e f o r m u l a "Yes is no, a n d 
no is yes" m u s t b e r e c o g n i s e d as u n s o u n d , a n d t h e o n l y t h i n g 
w e c a n d o i s t o l a u g h i t t o s c o r n , f o l l o w i n g t h e e x a m p l e o f 
H e r r B e r n s t e i n , a n d c o n f e s s o u r s e l v e s a t a l o s s i f w e a r e 
a s k e d h o w s u c h i n d u b i t a b l y p r o f o u n d t h i n k e r s as H e r a c l i t u s , 
H e g e l a n d M a r x c o u l d h a v e f o u n d i t m o r e s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a n 
t h e f o r m u l a "Yes is yes, a n d no is no", w h i c h i s so s o l i d l y 
g r o u n d e d i n t h e b a s i c r u l e s o f t h i n k i n g m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . 

T h i s c o n c l u s i o n , w h i c h i s f a t a l t o d i a l e c t i c , m a y s e e m i n ­
c o n t e s t a b l e ; h o w e v e r , b e f o r e a c c e p t i n g i t , l e t u s e x a m i n e t h e 
m a t t e r f r o m a n o t h e r a n g l e . 

T h e m o t i o n o f m a t t e r l i e s a t t h e r o o t o f a l l n a t u r a l p h e ­
n o m e n a . ' ' * B u t w h a t i s m o t i o n ? H e r e w e h a v e w h a t s e e m s t o 
b e a c o n t r a d i c t i o n . I f y o u a r e a s k e d w h e t h e r a b o d y t h a t i s 
i n m o t i o n i s l o c a t e d a t a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e a t a p a r t i c u l a r 
m o m e n t , y o u w i l l b e u n a b l e , h o w e v e r h a r d y o u t r y , t o g i v e 
a n a n s w e r u s i n g U b e r w e g ' s r u l e , i . e . , t h e f o r m u l a "Yes is yes, 
a n d no is no." A m o v i n g b o d y i s a t a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e , a n d 
at the same time it is not there*'''"' 

T h e o n l y w a y i n w h i c h a j u d g e m e n t o f t h a t b o d y c a n b e 

System der Logik, Bonn, 1874, S. 219. 
** I am referring to the objective aspect of phenomena. "Une volition 

eŝ t, pour le cerveau, un mouvement d'un certain systeme de fibres. Dans 
lame c'est ce qu'elle eprouve en consequence du mouvement des fibres." 
Robinet, D e l a n a t u r e , t. I , Ch. X X I I I , partie IV, p. 440. Cf. Feuerbach's 
"Was fur mich oder subjektiv ein rein geistiger Akt, ist an sich oder 
objektiv ein materieller, sinnlicher." W e r k e , I I , S. 3,60. 

*** This is something that even the most resolute opponents of the 
dialectical method cannot but accept. "Die Bewegung," says A. Tren­
delenburg, "die vermoge ihres Begriffs an demselben Punkte zugleich ist 
und nicht ist", etc. {Logische Vntersuchungen, Leipzig, 1870, I , S. 189). 
It is almost superfluous to repeat here the remark, already made by 
Oberweg, to the effect that Trendelenburg should have said "a body in 
motion", and not "motion". 
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f o r m e d i s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e f o r m u l a " Y e s i s n o , a n d 
n o i s y e s " . I t t h u s t e s t i f i e s i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l y i n f a v o u r o f "the 
logic of contradiction". W h o e v e r i s u n w i l l i n g t o r e c o n c i l e 
h i m s e l f t o t h i s l o g i c w i l l h a v e t o p r o c l a i m , t o g e t h e r w i t h 
Z e n o o f E l e a , t h a t m o t i o n i s n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n a n i l l u s i o n 
o f t h e s enses . O u r c o m p a t r i o t M r . N . G . , ^ a l s o a v e r y r e s o l u t e 
e n e m y o f d i a l e c t i c b u t n o t a v e r y s e r i o u s o n e , d o e s n o t s e e m 
t o u n d e r s t a n d t h i s . H e s a y s t h a t i f a b o d y i n m o t i o n , w i t h all 
i t s p a r t s , " i s l o c a t e d i n o n e p l a c e , t h e n i t s s i m u l t a n e o u s l o c a ­
t i o n i n a n o t h e r p l a c e p r e s e n t s a n i n d i s p u t a b l e e m e r g e n c e f r o m 
n o t h i n g , f o r w h e n c e c a n i t g e t t o a n o t h e r p l a c e ? I s i t f r o m 
t h e f o r m e r ? B u t t h e b o d y h a s n o t y e t l e f t i t s f o r m e r p l a c e " . 
A n d i f w e a s s u m e , h e g o e s o n t o s a y , t h a t a b o d y i s l o c a t e d 
a t a p a r t i c u l a r m o m e n t a n d a t a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e , b u t not 
with all i t s p a r t s , w e m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t e v e n i n a s t a t e o f 
r e s t t h e v a r i o u s p a r t s o f a b o d y o c c u p y d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s i n 
s p a c e . * 

A l l t h i s i s v e r y g o o d , t h o u g h s t a l e . W h a t , h o w e v e r , d o t h e 
a r g u m e n t s b r o u g h t f o r w a r d b y M r . N . G . p r o v e ? They prove 
that motion is impossible. E x c e l l e n t , t h i s i s s o m e t h i n g I s h a l l 
n o t a r g u e a g a i n s t ; I s h a l l , h o w e v e r , a s k M r . N . G . t o c a l l t o 
m i n d A r i s t o t l e ' s r e m a r k , d a y b y d a y i n v a r i a b l y b o r n e o u t b y 
n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , t h a t b y d e n y i n g m o t i o n w e i m m e d i a t e l y 
m a k e a n y s t u d y o f N a t u r e i m p o s s i b l e . * * I s i t t h i s t h a t M r . N . G . 
w a s a f t e r ? W a s t h i s t h e a i m o f t h e " a u t h o r i t a t i v e j o u r n a l " 
t h a t p u b l i s h e d h i s p r o f o u n d l y s c h o l a r l y e s s a y ? I f n e i t h e r o f 
t h e m w a s b o l d e n o u g h t o d e n y m o t i o n , t h e y s h o u l d b o t h h a v e 
r e a l i s e d t h a t Z e n o ' s " a p o r i a " , ^ ^ ' a s r d c h a u f f ^ e b y M r . N . G . , 
h a s l e f t t h e m n o c o n c l u s i o n b u t r e c o g n i t i o n o f m o t i o n , as a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n a c t i o n , i . e . , r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t w h i c h M r . 
N . G . s e t o u t t o d i s p r o v e . H e r e a r e " c r i t i c s " f o r y o u ! 

I w o u l d l i k e t o a s k a l l t h o s e w h o d o n o t d e n y m o t i o n : w h a t 
a r e w e t o t h i n k o f a "fundamental law" of thinking w h i c h 
c o n t r a d i c t s a fundamental fact of being? S h o u l d w e n o t 
r e g a r d s u c h a " l a w " w i t h a c e r t a i n c i r c u m s p e c t i o n ? 

W e s e e m t o h a v e f o u n d o u r s e l v e s c o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h e 
a l t e r n a t i v e o f either r e c o g n i s i n g t h e " f u n d a m e n t a l l a w s " o f 

* "Materialism and Dialectical Logic", Russkoye Bogatstvo, July 
1898, pp. 94 and 96. 

=••'•• Metaphysics, I , V I I , 59. 
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f o r m a l l o g i c a n d d e n y i n g m o t i o n , or, o n t h e c o n t r a r y , r e c o g ­
n i s i n g m o t i o n a n d d e n y i n g t h o s e l a w s . A n a l t e r n a t i v e l i k e 
t h i s i s , t o s a y t h e l e a s t , a n u n p l e a s a n t o n e . L e t u s see w h e t h e r 
i t c a n s o m e h o w b e a v o i d e d . 

T h e m o t i o n o f m a t t e r l i e s a t t h e r o o t o f a l l n a t u r a l 
p h e n o m e n a . B u t m o t i o n i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n . I t s h o u l d b e j u d g e d 
i n a d i a l e c t i c a l m a n n e r , i . e . , as H e r r B e r n s t e i n w o u l d 
s a y , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e f o r m u l a "Yes is no, a n d no is yes". W e 
m u s t t h e r e f o r e a d m i t t h a t , as l o n g as w e a r e r e f e r r i n g t o 
t h i s b a s i s o f a l l p h e n o m e n a , w e a r e i n t h e d o m a i n o f t h e 
" / o g i c of contradiction". B u t m o l e c u l e s o f m a t t e r t h a t i s i n 
m o t i o n j o i n t o f o r m c e r t a i n combinations—things a n d o b j e c t s . 
S u c h c o m b i n a t i o n s posses s a g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r d e g r e e o f 
s t r e n g t h , e x i s t f o r a m o r e o r l e s s l e n g t h y p e r i o d o f t i m e , a n d 
t h e n d i s a p p e a r t o b e r e p l a c e d b y o t h e r s . O n l y t h e m o t i o n o f 
m a t t e r i s e t e r n a l , a n d m a t t e r i t s e l f i s i n d e s t r u c t i b l e s u b s t a n c e . 
B u t o n c e a c e r t a i n t e m p o r a r y c o m b i n a t i o n o f m a t t e r h a s c o m e 
i n t o b e i n g a s a r e s u l t o f t h e e t e r n a l m o t i o n o f m a t t e r , a n d 
u n t i l t h a t c o m b i n a t i o n h a s d i s a p p e a r e d a s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f 
t h a t m o t i o n , t h e q u e s t i o n o f i t s e x i s t e n c e m u s t o f n e c e s s i t y b e 
a n s w e r e d i n t h e p o s i t i v e . T h e r e f o r e , i f a n y o n e w i l l p o i n t t o 
t h e p l a n e t o f V e n u s a n d a s k u s w h e t h e r i t a c t u a l l y e x i s t s , w e 
s h a l l r e p l y w i t h o u t a n y h e s i t a t i o n t h a t i t does. B u t i f w e a r e 
a s k e d w h e t h e r w i t c h e s e x i s t , w e s h a l l r e p l y j u s t a s d e c i s i v e l y 
t h a t t h e y do not. H o w i s t h i s t o b e u n d e r s t o o d ? I t s h o u l d b e 
u n d e r s t o o d as m e a n i n g t h a t w h e n w e a r e d e a l i n g w i t h i n d i ­
v i d u a l o b j e c t s w e m u s t , i n o u r j u d g e m e n t s a b o u t t h e m , f o l l o w 
t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d r u l e o f U b e r w e g , a n d i n g e n e r a l b e 
g u i d e d b y t h e " f u n d a m e n t a l r u l e s o f t h i n k i n g " . I n this field 
p r e d o m i n a n c e b e l o n g s t o t h e " f o r m u l a " , s o d e a r t o H e r r 
B e r n s t e i n : "Yes is yes, a n d no is no"."' 

* This formula also covers the historical judgements, referred to by 
Oberweg ( L o g i k , 196), as to, for instance, whether Plato was born in 
429, 428, or 427 B.C., and the like. I would like here to recall the amus­
ing reply made by a young Russian revolutionary, who came to Geneva 
in 1882, I think it was. He had been requested by the police to reply 
to several questions regarding his identity. "Where were you born?" he 
was asked by N. I . Zhukovsky, now deceased, who had arranged for 
his coming there. "Oh, in a number of gubernias," the over-cautious 
"conspirator" replied evasively. At this, Zhukovsky, flaring up, exclaimed, 
"Who's going to believe that?" This would be agreed to by the most 
zealous defenders of the dialectical method. 
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H e r e t o o , i n c i d e n t a l l y , t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h i s e s t i m a b l e f o r ­
m u l a i s n o t u n l i m i t e d . A n a f f i r m a t i v e r e p l y m u s t b e f o r t h ­
c o m i n g t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e r e a l i t y o f a n o b j e c t that has 
already come into existence. B u t w h e n a n o b j e c t i s j u s t in the 
process of coming, into existence, w e m a y h a v e g o o d r e a s o n 
t o b e h e s i t a n t i n r e p l y i n g . W h e n a m a n h a s l o s t h a l f t h e h a i r 
o n h i s h e a d w e s a y h e i s v e r y b a l d , b u t h o w a r e w e t o d e t e r ­
m i n e a t w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r s t a g e t h e l o s s o f h a i r j u s t i f i e s t h e 
u s e o f t h e e p i t h e t . 

T o e v e r y d e f i n i t e q u e s t i o n a s t o w h e t h e r a p a r t i c u l a r o b j e c t 
possesses a p a r t i c u l a r p r o p e r t y , t h e a n s w e r m u s t b e e i t h e r yes 
o r no. T h e r e c a n b e n o d o u b t a b o u t t h a t . B u t w h a t a n s w e r 
c a n b e e x p e c t e d w h e n a n o b j e c t i s in the process of change, 
is losing a g i v e n p r o p e r t y , o r i s o n l y in the process of acquir­
ing it? I t g o e s w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t i n t h i s c a se t o o a d e f i n i t e 
a n s w e r i s o b l i g a t o r y : t h e g i s t o f t h e m a t t e r i s t h a t o n l y t h a t 
a n s w e r w i l l b e d e f i n i t e w h i c h i s b a s e d o n t h e f o r m u l a "Yes is 
no, a n d no is yes". N o a n s w e r i s p o s s i b l e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e "Either-yes-or-no" f o r m u l a r e c o m m e n d e d b y U b e r w e g . 

I t m a y , o f c o u r s e , b e o b j e c t e d t h a t a p r o p e r t y t h a t is being 
lost h a s n o t yet c e a s e d t o e x i s t , a n d o n e t h a t is being acquired 
already e x i s t s , s o t h a t a d e f i n i t e a n s w e r i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
t h e f o r m u l a "Either yes or no" i s p o s s i b l e a n d o b l i g a t o r y 
e v e n w h e n t h e o b j e c t u n d e r e x a m i n a t i o n i s in a state of 
change. T h i s o b j e c t i o n i s e r r o n e o u s , h o w e v e r . A y o u t h o n 
w h o s e c h i n d o w n i s b e g i n n i n g t o a p p e a r i s n o d o u b t g r o w i n g 
a b e a r d , b u t t h i s i s as y e t i n s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n t o c a l l h i m 
b e a r d e d . D o w n o n t h e c h i n i s n o t y e t a b e a r d , t h o u g h i t i s 
turning i n t o a b e a r d . T o b e c o m e qualitative, a c h a n g e m u s t 
a c h i e v e a c e r t a i n quantitative limit. H e w h o f o r g e t s t h i s f o r ­
f e i t s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x p r e s s i n g a n y definite j u d g e m e n t 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r o p e r t i e s p o s s e s s e d b y o b j e c t s . 

" A l l i s flux, n o t h i n g i s s t a t i o n a r y , " s a i d t h e a n c i e n t t h i n k e r 
f r o m E p h e s u s . ^ * ^ T h e c o m b i n a t i o n s w e c a l l o b j e c t s a r e i n a 
s t a t e o f c o n s t a n t a n d m o r e o r l e s s r a p i d change. I n a s m u c h a s 
g i v e n c o m b i n a t i o n s r e m a i n given combinations, w e a r e 
o b l i g e d t o j u d g e o f t h e m i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e f o r m u l a "Yes 
is yes, a n d no is no". I n a s m u c h a s t h e y change and cease to 
exist as s u c h , w e m u s t a d d r e s s o u r s e l v e s t o t h e logic of con­
tradiction; e v e n a t t h e r i s k o f i n c u r r i n g t h e d i s p l e a s u r e o f 
M e s s r s . t h e B e r n s t e i n s , t h e N . G . ' s a n d t h e e n t i r e m e t a p h y s i c a l 
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f r a t e r n i t y , w e m u s t s a y , "Both yes and no; they both do and 
do not exist." 

Just as a state of rest is a particular instance of motion, 
thinking in accordance with the rules of formal logic (i.e., the 
"fundamental laws" of thinking) is a particular instance of 
dialectical thinking. 

I t w a s s a i d o f C r a t y l u s , o n e o f P l a t o ' s t e a c h e r s , t h a t h e 
w a s n o t i n a g r e e m e n t e v e n w i t h H e r a c l i t u s , w h o h a d s a i d , 
" W e c a n n o t g o d o w n o n e a n d t h e s a m e r i v e r t w i c e . " C r a t y ­
l u s a s s e r t e d t h a t i t c o u l d n o t b e d o n e e v e n o n c e : w h i l s t w e 
a r e g o i n g d o w n a r i v e r i t i s u n d e r g o i n g c h a n g e a n d b e c o m i n g 
a different r i v e r . I n s u c h j u d g e m e n t s , t h e e l e m e n t o f extant 
being (Dasein) i s , as i t w e r e , c a n c e l l e d b y t h e e l e m e n t o f 
becoming (Werden). T h i s i s a n a b u s e o f d i a l e c t i c , a n d n o t 
p r o p e r u s e o f t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d . A s H e g e l h a s r e m a r k e d , 
"Das Etwas ist die erste Negation der Negation." ( " T h e 
S o m e t h i n g i s t h e f i r s t n e g a t i o n o f t h e n e g a t i o n " ) . * 

T h o s e o f o u r c r i t i c s w h o a r e n o t e n t i r e l y u n f a m i l i a r w i t h 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l l i t e r a t u r e a r e g i v e n t o r e f e r r i n g t o T r e n d e l e n ­
b u r g , w h o i s a l l e g e d t o h a v e c o n f u t e d a l l a r g u m e n t s i n f a v o u r 
o f d i a l e c t i c . T h e s e g e n t l e m e n , h o w e v e r , h a v e o b v i o u s l y m i s ­
r e a d T r e n d e l e n b u r g — i f t h e y h a v e r e a d h i m a t a l l . T h e y 
h a v e f o r g o t t e n ( i f e v e r t h e y k n e w , o f w h i c h I a m n o t a t a l l 
s u r e ) t h e f o l l o w i n g t r i f l e . T r e n d e l e n b u r g c o n s i d e r s t h e "prin-
cipium contradictionis" applicable, not to motion, but only 
to those objects that it creates'^'^ T h a t i s t r u e , b u t m o t i o n d o e s 
n o t o n l y make o b j e c t s ; as I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d , it is constantly 
changing them. I t i s f o r t h a t r e a s o n t h a t t h e logic of motion 
( t h e " l o g i c o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n " ) n e v e r r e l i n q u i s h e s i t s r i g h t s 
o y e r t h e o b j e c t s c r e a t e d b y m o t i o n . T h a t i s w h y , e v e n w h e n 
g i v i n g t h e i r d u e t o t h e " f u n d a m e n t a l l a w s " o f f o r m a l l o g i c , 
w e m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e y a r e s i g n i f i c a n t o n l y w i t h i n c e r ­
t a i n l i m i t s , o n l y i n t h e m e a s u r e i n w h i c h t h e y d o n o t p r e v e n t 
u s f r o m g i v i n g d i a l e c t i c i t s d u e t o o . T h a t i s h o w T r e n d e l e n ­
b u r g p r e s e n t s t h e case , t h o u g h h e d i d n o t h i m s e l f d r a w t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n s f r o m t h e p r i n c i p l e h e h a d 
e x p r e s s e d — o n e of the greatest importance to the scientific 
theory of knowledge. 

W e r k e , I I I , S. 114. 
** Trendelenburg, Logische Untersuchuneen, dritte Auflage, Leipzig-, 

1870, I I . Band, S. 175. s . i s, 
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I s h a l l a d d , i n p a s s i n g , t h a t v e r y m a n y s o u n d o b s e r v a t i o n s , 
w h i c h s p e a k i n m y f a v o u r , n o t a g a i n s t m e , a r e s c a t t e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t Logische Untersuchungen. S t r a n g e as t h a t m a y 
s e e m , i t i s v e r y s i m p l y a c c o u n t e d f o r b y t h e v e r y s i m p l e c i r ­
c u m s t a n c e t h a t a c t u a l l y T r e n d e l e n b u r g w a s w a r r i n g a g a i n s t 
idealist d i a l e c t i c . T h u s , f o r e x a m p l e , h e s a w d i a l e c t i c ' s s h o r t ­
c o m i n g i n i t s " a s s e r t i n g t h e s e l f - m o v e m e n t o f p u r e t h o u g h t , a 
m o v e m e n t w h i c h i s a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e s e l f - c r e a t i o n o f b e ­
i n g " (behauptet .. . eine Selbstbewegung des reinen Gedan-
kens, die zugleich die Selbsterzeugung des Seins sei).* 

T h i s i s i n d e e d a b i g m i s t a k e , b u t a n y o n e w i l l u n d e r s t a n d 
t h a t t h i s s h o r t c o m i n g i s i n h e r e n t p r e c i s e l y i n i d e a l i s t d i a l e c ­
t i c . I t i s c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e t h a t w h e n M a r x w a n t e d t o p u t 
d i a l e c t i c " r i g h t s i d e u p " h e b e g a n b y r e c t i f y i n g t h i s b a s i c 
e r r o r , w h i c h s t e m m e d f r o m i t s o l d i d e a l i s t f o u n d a t i o n . A n ­
o t h e r e x a m p l e : T r e n d e l e n b u r g s a y s t h a t , i n a c t u a l f a c t , 
m o t i o n i n H e g e l ' s s y s t e m i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f a l o g i c w h i c h 
s e e m s t o n e e d n o p r e m i s e s f o r i t s s u b s t a n t i a t i o n . * ' ' ' T h i s a g a i n 
i s q u i t e t r u e , b u t a g a i n i t i s a n a r g u m e n t i n f a v o u r o f mate­
rialist d i a l e c t i c . A t h i r d e x a m p l e , a n d t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g 
o f t h e t h r e e : a c c o r d i n g t o T r e n d e l e n b u r g , i t i s m i s t a k e n t o 
t h i n k t h a t w i t h H e g e l N a t u r e i s m e r e l y a p p l i e d l o g i c . T h e 
r e v e r s e i s t r u e . H e g e l ' s l o g i c i s n o t a t a l l t h e c r e a t i o n o f p u r e 
t h o u g h t ; i t i s t h e o u t c o m e o f a n t i c i p a t o r y a b s t r a c t i o n f r o m 
N a t u r e (eine antizipierte Abstraktion der Natur). I n H e g e l ' s 
d i a l e c t i c , a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g i s d e r i v e d f r o m e x p e r i e n c e , so 
t h a t w e r e e x p e r i e n c e t o t a k e a w a y f r o m d i a l e c t i c a l l t h a t t h e 
l a t t e r h a d b o r r o w e d f r o m i t , d i a l e c t i c w o u l d b e r e d u c e d t o 
p e n u r y . ' ' " ' " ' ' T h a t i s p r e c i s e l y t h e case , b u t i t i s e x a c t l y w h a t 
w a s s a i d b y t h o s e p u p i l s o f H e g e l w h o r e v o l t e d a g a i n s t t h e i r 
t e a c h e r ' s i d e a l i s m a n d w e n t o v e r t o t h e c a m p o f materialism. 

M a n y m o r e s u c h e x a m p l e s m i g h t b e g i v e n , b u t t h e y w o u l d 
d i s t r a c t m e f r o m m y s u b j e c t . I h a v e m e r e l y w a n t e d t o s h o w 
m y c r i t i c s t h a t , i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t m e , t h e y s h o u l d 
r e f r a i n f r o m q u o t i n g T r e n d e l e n b u r g . 

T o c o n t i n u e . I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d t h a t m o t i o n i s a c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n i n a c t i o n , a n d t h a t c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e " f u n d a m e n t a l 

* Ibid., I , 36. 
Ibid., I , 42. 

*** Ibid., I , 78 and 79. 
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l a w s " o f f o r m a l l o g i c a r e i n a p p l i c a b l e t o i t . I m u s t q u a l i f y 
t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n so as t o a v o i d g i v i n g g r o u n d f o r m i s u n d e r ­
s t a n d i n g s . W h e n w e a r e c o n f r o n t e d b y t h e p r o b l e m o f a t r a n ­
s i t i o n f r o m o n e k i n d o f m o t i o n t o a n o t h e r — l e t u s s a y , f r o m 
m e c h a n i c a l m o t i o n t o h e a t — w e t o o h a v e t o r e a s o n i n a c c o r ­
d a n c e w i t h U b e r w e g ' s f u n d a m e n t a l r u l e . T h i s k i n d o f m o t i o n 
i s either h e a t , or m e c h a n i c a l m o t i o n , or e l s e . . . e t c . T h a t i s 
c l e a r . B u t i f s o , t h e n t h e f u n d a m e n t a l l a w s o f f o r m a l l o g i c 
a r e , w i t h i n c e r t a i n l i m i t s , applicable to motion as well. H e n c e 
i t a g a i n f o l l o w s t h a t d i a l e c t i c d o e s n o t a b o l i s h f o r m a l l o g i c , 
b u t o n l y s t r i p s i t s l a w s o f t h e absolute value t h a t t h e m e t a ­
p h y s i c i a n s h a v e a s c r i b e d t o t h e m . 

I f t h e r e a d e r h a s p a i d d u e a t t e n t i o n t o w h a t h a s b e e n s e t 
f o r t h a b o v e , h e w i l l e a s i l y u n d e r s t a n d w h a t l i t t l e " v a l u e " 
a t t a c h e s t o t h e i d e a a t p r e s e n t s o f r e q u e n t l y r e p e a t e d t h a t 
dialectic is incompatible with materialism.'^ T h e r e v e r s e i s 
t r u e ; our dialectic is based on the materialist understanding 
of Nature, i s u p h e l d b y t h a t u n d e r s t a n d i n g , a n d w o u l d f a l l 
t o t h e g r o u n d w e r e m a t e r i a l i s m f a t e d t o f a l l . C o n v e r s e l y , 
w i t h o u t d i a l e c t i c , the materialist theory of knowledge w o u l d 
b e i n c o m p l e t e , w a r p e d , a n d e v e n impossible. 

W i t h H e g e l , dialectic c o i n c i d e s w i t h metaphysics. F o r u s , 
dialectic i s b u i l t o n t h e doctrine of Nature. 

W i t h H e g e l , t h e Absolute Idea w a s , t o u s e M a r x ' s e x p r e s ­
s i o n , t h e d e m i u r g e o f r e a l i t y . F o r u s , t h e a b s o l u t e i d e a i s 
m e r e l y a n abstraction of motion, w h i c h l a t t e r i s t h e c a u s e o f 
a l l combinations and states of matter. 

W i t h H e g e l , t h i n k i n g p r o g r e s s e s i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e 
u n c o v e r i n g a n d r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e contradictions i n c l o s e d i n 
concepts. A c c o r d i n g t o o u r d o c t r i n e — t h e materialist—the 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s e m b o d i e d i n c o n c e p t s a r e m e r e l y r e f l e c t i o n s , 
translations into the language of thought, o f t h o s e c o n t r a ­
d i c t i o n s t h a t a r e e m b o d i e d i n phenomena o w i n g t o t h e c o n t r a ­
d i c t o r y n a t u r e o f t h e i r c o m m o n b a s i s , i . e . , motion. 

W i t h H e g e l , t h e c o u r s e o f t h i n g s i s d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e 
c o u r s e o f i d e a s . F o r u s , t h e c o u r s e o f ideas i s e x p l a i n e d b y 
t h e c o u r s e o f things, a n d the course of thought, by the course 
of life. 

* " I think," says the sapient Mr. N . G . "that materialism and dialec­
tical logic are elements which, philosophically speaking, may be consid­
ered incompatible" {Russkoye Bogatstvo, June, p. 59).'"^ 
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M a t e r i a l i s m p l a c e s d i a l e c t i c " r i g h t s i d e u p " , t h e r e b y s t r i p ­
p i n g f r o m i t t h e v e i l o f m y s t e r y t h a t H e g e l e n s h r o u d e d i t i n . 
B y d o i n g s o , m a t e r i a l i s m r e v e a l s t h e revolutionary character 
o f d i a l e c t i c . 

" I n i t s m y s t i f i e d f o r m , " M a r x s a y s , " d i a l e c t i c b e c a m e t h e 
f a s h i o n i n G e r m a n y , b e c a u s e i t s e e m e d t o t r a n s f i g u r e a n d t o 
g l o r i f y t h e e x i s t i n g s t a t e o f t h i n g s . I n i t s r a t i o n a l f o r m , 
i t i s a s c a n d a l a n d a n a b o m i n a t i o n t o b o u r g e o i s d o m a n d i t s 
d o c t r i n a i r e p r o f e s s o r s , b e c a u s e i t i n c l u d e s i n i t s c o m p r e h e n ­
s i o n a n d a f f i r m a t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e e x i s t i n g o r d e r o f 
t h i n g s , a t t h e s a m e t i m e a l s o , t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e n e g a t i o n 
o f t h a t s t a t e , a n d o f i t s i n e v i t a b l e b r e a k i n g u p ; b e c a u s e i t 
r e g a r d s e v e r y h i s t o r i c a l l y d e v e l o p e d (gewordene—G.P.) 
s o c i a l f o r m as i n fluid m o v e m e n t , a n d t h e r e f o r e t a k e s i n t o 
a c c o u n t i t s t r a n s i e n t n a t u r e n o t l e s s t h a n i t s m o m e n t a r y e x i s ­
t e n c e ; b e c a u s e i t l e t s n o t h i n g i m p o s e u p o n i t , a n d i s i n i t s 
e s s e n c e c r i t i c a l a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y . " " ' 

I t i s q u i t e i n t h e o r d e r o f t h i n g s t h a t m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c 
i s a s c a n d a l a n d a n a b o m i n a t i o n t o t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , w h i c h i s 
i m b u e d w i t h t h e s p i r i t o f r e a c t i o n ; b u t t h e f a c t t h a t e v e n 
p e o p l e w h o a r e i n s i n c e r e s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s o c i a l i s m s o m e t i m e s t u r n a w a y f r o m m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c i s 
r i d i c u l o u s a n d v e r y s a d . I t i s t h e h e i g h t o f a b s u r d i t y . 

A f t e r e v e r y t h i n g I h a v e s a i d , I c a n , I t h i n k , m e r e l y s h r u g 
m y s h o u l d e r s i n c o n t e m p t w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e a m a z i n g f a b r i ­
c a t i o n c o n c o c t e d b y M r . N . G . , w h o h a s a s c r i b e d t o m e t h e 
p r i n c i p l e o f "the double organisation of the intellect", a 
p r i n c i p l e a l l e g e d t o c o n s t i t u t e t h e " p r e m i s e " w h i c h a l o n e 
c a n m a k e o u r " d i a l e c t i c a l l o g i c a t l e a s t a l i t t l e v e r i s i m i l a r " . ' ' ' ' ' 
I n d e e d , h o w v e r y w i d e o f t h e m a r k i s o u r u n v e r i s i m i l a r c r i t i c . 

O n e m o r e p o i n t d e s e r v e s o u r a t t e n t i o n . W e a l r e a d y k n o w 
t h a t U b e r w e g w a s r i g h t — a n d a l s o i n w h a t m e a s u r e h e w a s 
r i g h t — i n d e m a n d i n g o f t h o s e w h o t h i n k l o g i c a l l y d e f i n i t e 

See the preface to the second German edition of Volume I of 
C a p i t a l . i 0 3 

Russkoye Bogatstvo, June, p. 64.'*'* In his polemic with the disciples 
of Heraclitus, Parmenides called them "two-headed" philosophers, who 
saw things simultaneously in a double aspect—as existent and raora-
existent.''*5 N . G . has brought forward as a philosophical proposition 
sornething that with Parmenides was merely a piece of whimsical but 
biting polemic. What progress, "with the aid of God", in the understand­
ing of "prime problems" in philosophy! 
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a n s w e r s t o d e f i n i t e q u e s t i o n s a s t o w h e t h e r a g i v e n o b j e c t 
p o s s e s s e s a g i v e n p r o p e r t y . B u t s u p p o s e t h a t w e h a v e t o d o , 
n o t w i t h a s i m p l e o b j e c t b u t w i t h a c o m p l e x o n e , w h i c h u n i t e s 
d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e p h e n o m e n a w i t h i n i t s e l f , a n d t h e r e ­
f o r e c o m b i n e s t h e r e i n p r o p e r t i e s t h a t a r e d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p ­
p o s e d t o o n e a n o t h e r . I s t h e d e m a n d m a d e b y U b e r w e g a p p l i ­
c a b l e t o j u d g e m e n t s o n s u c h a n o b j e c t ? N o , i t i s n o t . t F b e r -
w e g , w h o w a s o p p o s e d t o H e g e l i a n d i a l e c t i c j u s t a s r e s o l u t e l y 
a s T r e n d e l e n b u r g w a s , h e l d t h a t i n s u c h c a s e s t h e n e c e s s a r y 
r e a s o n i n g s h o u l d a c c o r d w i t h a n o t h e r r u l e , v i z . , t h a t o f 
t h e coincidence of o p p o s i t e s ( p r i n c i p i u m c o i n c i d e n t i a e o p p o -
s i t o r u m ) . B u t t h e o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y o f p h e n o m e n a t h a t 
c o m e w i t h i n t h e c o m p a s s o f t h e n a t u r a l a n d s o c i a l s c i e n c e s 
a r e a m o n g " o b j e c t s " o f t h i s k i n d . D i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e 
p h e n o m e n a a r e u n i t e d i n t h e s i m p l e s t g l o b u l e o f p r o t o p l a s m , 
a n d i n t h e l i f e o f t h e m o s t u n d e v e l o p e d s o c i e t y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
a n i m p o r t a n t p l a c e m u s t g o t o t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d i n t h e 
field o f t h e n a t u r a l a n d s o c i a l s c i e n c e s . I n d e e d , t h e s e s c i e n c e s 
h a v e m a d e t r e m e n d o u s s t r i d e s s i n c e t h e t i m e w h e n s u c h 
a n i m p o r t a n t p l a c e w a s g i v e n i n t h e m t o t h e d i a l e c t i c a l 
m e t h o d . 

P e r h a p s t h e r e a d e r w o u l d l i k e t o l e a r n h o w d i a l e c t i c h a s 
w o n i t s p o s i t i o n i n b i o l o g y . I n t h a t c a s e , h e s h o u l d r e c a l l 
t h e c o n t r o v e r s y a s t o t h e n a t u r e o f species, a c o n t r o v e r s y t h a t 
w a s e n g e n d e r e d b y t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e t h e o r y o f t r a n s -
f o r m i s m . D a r w i n a n d h i s a d h e r e n t s w e r e o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t 
t h e v a r i o u s s p e c i e s o f o n e a n d t h e s a m e g e n u s o f a n i m a l s o r 
p l a n t s a r e n o t h i n g e l s e b u t d i f f e r e n t l y d e v e l o p e d o f f s p r i n g 
o f o n e a n d t h e s a m e p r i m i t i v e f o r m . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e d o c ­
t r i n e o f e v o l u t i o n , m o r e o v e r , a l l g e n e r a o f o n e a n d t h e s a m e 
o r d e r a l s o d e r i v e f r o m o n e c o m m o n f o r m ; t h e s a m e a p p l i e s 
t o a l l o r d e r s o f o n e a n d t h e s a m e c l a s s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
o p p o s i t e v i e w h e l d b y D a r w i n ' s o p p o n e n t s , a l l a n i m a l a n d 
v e g e t a b l e s p e c i e s a r e w h o l l y i n d e p e n d e n t o f o n e a n o t h e r , 
a n d o n l y i n d i v i d u a l s b e l o n g i n g t o o n e a n d t h e s a m e s p e c i e s 
d e r i v e f r o m o n e c o m m o n f o r m . T h e s a m e c o n c e p t o f s p e c i e s 
w a s f o r m u l a t e d b y L i n n a e u s , w h o s a i d , " T h e r e a r e a s m a n y 
s p e c i e s a s t h e S u p r e m e B e i n g o r i g i n a l l y c r e a t e d . " T h i s i s a 
p u r e l y m e t a p h y s i c a l v i e w , b e c a u s e , i n t h e m e t a p h y s i c i a n ' s 
v i e w , t h i n g s a n d c o n c e p t s " a r c i s o l a t e d , a r e t o b e c o n s i d e r e d 
o n e a f t e r t h e o t h e r a n d a p a r t f r o m e a c h o t h e r , a r e o b j e c t s o f 
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n fixed, r i g i d , g i v e n o n c e f o r a l l " ( E n g e l s * ) . T h e 
d i a l e c t i c i a n , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , r e g a r d s t h i n g s a n d c o n c e p t s 
" i n t h e i r e s s e n t i a l c o n n e c t i o n , c o n c a t e n a t i o n , m o t i o n , o r i g i n , 
a n d e n d i n g " , t o q u o t e E n g e l s a g a i n . ^ * ' ^ S i n c e D a r w i n ' s t i m e , 
t h i s v i e w h a s p e n e t r a t e d i n t o b i o l o g y , a n d w i l l a l w a y s r e m a i n 
t h e r e , w h a t e v e r a m e n d m e n t s t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
s c i e n c e m a y b r i n g i n t o t h e t h e o r y o f t r a n s f o r m i s m . 

T o a p p r e c i a t e t h e g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e t h a t d i a l e c t i c h a s i n 
s o c i o l o g y , i t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o r e c a l l t h e w a y i n w h i c h s o c i a l i s m 
h a s d e v e l o p e d f r o m u t o p i a n i s m i n t o a science. 

T h e U t o p i a n s o c i a l i s t s h e l d a n a b s t r a c t p o i n t o f v i e w 
t o w a r d s h u m a n n a t u r e , a n d u s e d t h e f o r m u l a " Y e s i s y e s , a n d 
n o i s n o " , i n j u d g i n g o f s o c i a l p h e n o m e n a . O w n e r s h i p o f 
p r o p e r t y i s e i t h e r i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h h u m a n n a t u r e o r i t i s 
n o t ; t h e m o n o g a m i c f a m i l y i s e i t h e r i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h 
h u m a n n a t u r e o r i t i s n o t , a n d s o o n a n d s o f o r t h . S i n c e 
h u m a n n a t u r e w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e i m m u t a b l e , s o c i a l i s t s w e r e 
e n t i t l e d t o e x p e c t t h a t , a m o n g t h e m a n y p o s s i b l e s y s t e m s o f 
s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , t h e r e m u s t b e o n e m o r e i n k e e p i n g w i t h 
t h a t n a t u r e t h a n a l l o t h e r s . H e n c e t h e s t r i v i n g t o find t h a t 
best of a l l s y s t e m s , i . e . , t h e one m o s t i n k e e p i n g w i t h h u m a n 
n a t u r e . E v e r y f o u n d e r o f a s c h o o l t h o u g h t that he h a d f o u n d 
such a s y s t e m ; e v e r y f o u n d e r o f a s c h o o l p r o p o s e d h i s o w n 
U t o p i a . M a r x b r o u g h t t h e d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d i n t o s o c i a l i s m , 
t h e r e b y t u r n i n g i t i n t o a science a n d d e a l i n g u t o p i a n i s m i t s 
d e a t h - b l o w . M a r x m a k e s n o a p p e a l t o h u m a n n a t u r e ; h e 
k n o w s o f n o s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t either do o r do n o t c o n ­
f o r m t o i t . A l r e a d y i n h i s Misere de l a philosophic w e m e e t 
w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g s i g n i f i c a n t a n d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c r e p r o a c h 
a d d r e s s e d t o P r o u d h o n , " M . P r o u d h o n d o e s n o t k n o w t h a t 
a l l h i s t o r y i s n o t h i n g b u t a c o n t i n u o u s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f 
h u m a n n a t u r e " . ' ' " ' ' ' I n Capital, M a r x s a y s t h a t m a n , b y a c t i n g 
o n t h e w o r l d a n d c h a n g i n g i t , a t t h e s a m e t i m e c h a n g e s h i s 
o w n n a t u r e . ' ' ' " ' " ' ' " T h i s i s a d i a l e c t i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w , w h i c h s h e d s 
n e w l i g h t o n p r o b l e m s o f s o c i a l l i f e . L e t u s t a k e , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
t h e q u e s t i o n s o f p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y . T h e U t o p i a n s w r o t e a g r e a t 
d e a l a n d a r g u e d w i t h o n e a n o t h e r a n d w i t h t h e e c o n o m i s t s 

A n t i - D u k r i n g , Moscow, 1969, p. 31. 
L a M i s e r e de l a p h i l o s o p h i e , nouvelle Edition, Paris, 1896, p. 204."" 
D a s K a p i t a l , I I I . Auflage, S. 155-56.108 
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as to whether it should exist, i.e., whether it is in conformity 
with human nature. Marx gave this question a concrete 
character. According to his doctrine, the forms of owner­
ship, and property relations, a r e determined by the develop­
ment of the productive forces. A specific form corresponds to 
one stage of the development of these forces, while another 
form corresponds to another stage. There is not, there can­
not be, any absolute solution, for everything is in a state of 
flux, of change; "wisdom becomes madness, and bliss an­
guish". 

"Contradiction leads onward," Hegel said. Science finds 
striking confirmation of this in the class struggle, forgetful-
ness of which precludes any understanding of the develop­
ment of social and spiritual life in a society divided into 
classes. 

But why is the "logic of contradiction", which, as we have 
seen, is the reflection in the human brain of the eternal proc­
ess of motion, called dialectic? I will not engage in a lengthy 
disquisition, but rather will quote Kuno Fischer: 

"Human life can be compared with a dialogue in the sense 
that, with age and experience, our views upon people and 
things gradually change, like the opinions of speakers en­
gaged in a conversation that is fruitful and rich in ideas. E x ­
perience consists precisely in such involuntary and necessary 
transformation of our views upon life and the wor ld . . . . That 
is why, when he compared the course of the development of 
consciousness with that of a philosophical discourse, Hegel has 
called it dialectic, or dialectical movement. This term was 
used by Plato, Aristotle, and Kant in a sense that with each 
of them was important h u i different. In no system, however, 
has the term received so extensive a significance as in the 
Hegelian."'--

* K u n o F i s c h e r , Hegels Leben, Werke und Lehre, Geschkhtc dcr 
neuern Philosophic, B d . V I I I , H e i d e l b e r g , 1 9 0 1 , S . 3 0 3 . 

1 0 0 

N O T E S 

T h e r e f e r e n c e i s t o t h e s c h o o l o f p h i l o s o p h y t h a t a r o s e i n A s i a M i n o r 
i n t h e s i x t h c e n t u r y B . C . a n d a d h e r e d t o a n a i v e m a t e r i a l i s m a n d 
s p o n t a n e o u s d i a l e c t i c . P h i l o s o p h e r s o f t h i s s c h o o l h e l d t h a t v a r i o u s 
k i n d s o f m a t t e r f o r m e d t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e u n i v e r s e . T h u s , T h a l e s 
c o n s i d e r e d w a t e r t o b e t h a t f o u n d a t i o n , A n a x i m e n e s — a i r , a n d 
H e r a c l i t u s — f i r e , e t c . T h e v a r i o u s p h e n o m e n a o f N a t u r e w e r e t h e 
r e s u l t o f c h a n g e s o r m o d i f i c a t i o n s o f t h a t u n d e r l y i n g p r i n c i p l e . 

p . 1 1 
- Hylozoism—the p h i l o s o p h i c a l d o c t r i n e t h a t a t t r i b u t e s t o m a t t e r a 

s p e c i e s o f l i f e o r s e n s a t i o n , a n d d r a w s n o d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n l i v i n g 
a n d n o n - l i v i n g m a t t e r . 

T h i s d o c t r i n e s o m e t i m e s ( a s w i t h S p i n o z a , f o r i n s t a n c e ) s e r v e s t o 
e x p r e s s m a t e r i a l i s t v i e w s . 

p . 1 1 
' T h e c o p y o f t h i s b o o k , p r e s e r v e d i n P l e k h a n o v ' s l i b r a r y , h a s t h e 

f o l l o w i n g m a r g i n a l r e m a r k , i n P l e k h a n o v ' s h a n d , s t a n d i n g a g a i n s t 
t h e q u o t a t i o n f r o m A d l e r : " A d l e r h a s f o r g o t t e n t h i s . " 

p . 1 2 
E n g e l s , Anti-Diihring, M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 5 . 

p . 1 2 
Modernism—a t r e n d i n R o m a n C a t h o l i c t h e o l o g y a t t h e c l o s e o f t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . I t c o m p r i s e d 
a s y s t e m o f v i e w s a i m e d a t r e c o n c i l i n g C a t h o l i c t e n e t s a n d c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y s c i e n c e . I n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 0 7 t h i s t r e n d w a s c o n d e m n e d i n 
a n e n c y c l i c a l i s s u e d b y P o p e P i u s X . 

p . 1 2 
P l e k h a n o v ' s w o r d s r e g a r d i n g t h e p r o b a b i l i t y o f a t t e m p t s t o " s u p p l e ­
m e n t M a r x " b y T h o m a s A q u i n a s h a v e p r o v e d p r o p h e t i c . T h e n e o -
T h o m i s t s , t h e p r e s e n t - d a y f o l l o w e r s o f T h o m a s A q u i n a s ( n e o -
T h o m i s m i s t h e V a t i c a n ' s o f f i c i a l p h i l o s o p h y ) , h a v e o f t e n m a d e s u c h 
a t t e m p t s t o " s u p p l e m e n t M a r x " w i t h t h e p u r p o s e o f h o o d w i n k i n g 
t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e . O n e s u c h a t t e m p t w a s m a d e b y t h e n e o - T h o m i s t 
M a r c e l R e d i n g i n h i s b o o k St. Thomas Aquinas and Karl Marx, 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1 9 5 3 , i n w h i c h a n a t t e m p t i s m a d e t o s h o w t h a t b o t h 
K a r l M a r x a n d T h o m a s A q u i n a s h a d o n e a n d t h e s a m e t e a c h e r — 
A r i s t o t l e , a n d t h a t t h e r e i s m u c h i n c o m m o n i n t h e i r p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
v i e w s . R e d i n g sees t h i s c o m m o n f e a t u r e i n " t h e s t r u g g l e f o r t h e 

1 0 1 



r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . . . o f t h e m a t e r i a l w o r l d " , i n t h e e m p h a s i s l a i d o n t h e 
s u b o r d i n a t i o n o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r t o t h e g e n e r a l , a n d s o o n a n d s o f o r t h . 

p . 1 2 
S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , 
p p . 3 3 5 - 7 6 . F o r P l e k h a n o v ' s p r e f a c e a n d n o t e s t o t h i s w o r k s ee h i s 
Selected Philosophical Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , p p . 4 8 4 - 5 3 8 . 

p . 1 3 
S e e t h e a r t i c l e " S o c i a l i s m : U t o p i a n a n d S c i e n t i f i c " , M a r x a n d E n g e l s , 
Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p p . 9 5 - 1 5 1 . 

p . 1 3 
Die Neue Zeit—organ o f t h e G e r m a n S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y , 
w h i c h w a s p u b l i s h e d i n S t u t t g a r t b e t w e e n t h e y e a r s 1 8 8 3 a n d 1 9 2 3 . 
I t c a r r i e d a n u m b e r o f a r t i c l e s b y F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , b e t w e e n 1 8 8 5 
a n d 1 8 9 5 . E n g e l s o f t e n g a v e a d v i c e t o t h e e d i t o r i a l b o a r d a n d 
s h a r p l y c r i t i c i s e d i t f o r i t s d e p a r t u r e s f r o m M a r x i s m . I n t h e l a t t e r 
p a r t o f t h e n i n e t i e s , f o l l o w i n g t h e d e a t h o f E n g e l s , t h e j o u r n a l 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s w r i t t e n b y r e v i s i o n i s t s o f M a r x i s m . 
D u r i n g W o r l d W a r I , i t h e l d a C e n t r i s t , K a u t s k i a n s t a n d a n d s u p ­
p o r t e d t h e s o c i a l - c h a u v i n i s t s . 

p . 1 3 
T h e r e f e r e n c e i s t o K a r l M a r x ' s Poverty of Philosophy. 

p . 1 3 
T h e f u l l t i t l e o f t h e first t h r e e v o l u m e s o f t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n i s : Aus 
dem literarischen Nachlass von Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels und 
Ferdinand Lassalle, H r s g . v o n F r a n z M e h r i n g , S t u t t g a r t , 1 9 0 2 , B d . I , 
I I , I I I . Gesammelte Schriften von Karl Marx und Friedrich Engels 
von Mdrz 1841 bis Oktober 1850. 

p . 1 4 
The Deutsch-Framosische Jahrbiicher w a s p u b l i s h e d i n G e r m a n i n 
P a r i s , w i t h K a r l M a r x a n d A r n o l d R u g e a s e d i t o r s . O n l y t h e first 
i s s u e , a d o u b l e n u m b e r , a p p e a r e d i n 1 8 4 4 , w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e s 
b y M a r x : " O n t h e J e w i s h Q u e s t i o n " ( M a r x , E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 1 , 
S . 3 7 8 ) ; " C o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e C r i t i q u e o f H e g e l ' s P h i l o s o p h y o f R i g h t " 
( M a r x , E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 1 , S . 3 7 8 ) ; a n d t h e f o l l o w i n g w r i t i n g s 
b y E n g e l s : " O u t l i n e s o f a C r i t i q u e o f P o l i t i c a l E c o n o m y " ( M a r x , 
E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 1 , S . 4 9 9 ) a n d " T h e C o n d i t i o n o f E n g l a n d . Past 
and Present b y T h o m a s C a r l y l e " ( M a r x , E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 1 , 
S . 5 2 5 - 4 9 ) . 

p . 1 4 
M a r x , E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 2 7 , S . 4 1 9 - 2 1 . 

p . 1 4 
Pantheism—A p h i l o s o p h i c a l d o c t r i n e t h a t i d e n t i f i e s G o d a n d N a t u r e , 
c o n s i d e r i n g t h e l a t t e r a s t h e m a t e r i a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f G o d . I n t h e 
s i x t e e n t h a n d t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s p a n t h e i s m w a s s o m e t i m e s t h e 
v e h i c l e o f m a t e r i a l i s t a n d a t h e i s t i d e a s , a s f o r i n s t a n c e w i t h G i o r d a n o 
B r u n o a n d B e n e d i c t S p i n o z a . 

p . 1 4 

15 K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 1 9 5 6 . 
p . 1 4 

18 S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p p . I S ­
I S . P l e k h a n o v h a d n o k n o w l e d g e o f t h e o t h e r w o r k s o f M a r x a n d 
E n g e l s d e a l i n g w i t h p r o b l e m s o f p h i l o s o p h y , s u c h a s t h e i r German 
Ideology, M a r x ' s Economics and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844, 
a n d E n g e l s ' s Dialectics of Nature. 

p . 1 5 

" P l e k h a n o v i s r e f e r r i n g t o a b o o k b y t h e n e o - K a n t i a n F . L a n g e , 
A History of Materialism and a Critique of Its Significance Today. 

p . 1 5 
18 M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 3 4 8 . 

p . 1 6 
1 ' ' H e r e , a s f u r t h e r , P l e k h a n o v i s q u o t i n g F e u e r b a c h f r o m Samtliche 

Werke, L e i p z i g , 0 . W i g a n d , B d . 1 - X , 1 8 4 6 - 1 8 6 6 . 
p . 1 6 

P l e k h a n o v i s q u o t i n g F e u e r b a c h ' s Geschichte der neuern Philosophie 
von Bacon von Verulam bis Benedict Spinoza. 

p . 1 6 
^1 K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 1 9 5 6 , 

p . 1 7 7 . 
p . 1 7 

22 K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 1 9 5 6 , 
p p . 1 6 8 - 6 9 . 

p . 1 7 
23 Spiritualism—a r e l i g i o u s - i d e a l i s t i c d o c t r i n e i n p h i l o s o p h y t h a t 

c o n s i d e r s t h e s p i r i t {spiritualis) a s t h e e s s e n c e a n d f o u n d a t i o n o f 
t h e w o r l d . I n t h e p r e s e n t c o n t e x t , i t i s s y n o n y m o u s w i t h i d e a l i s m . 

p . 17 

2'» K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 1 9 5 6 , 
p p . 1 6 8 - 6 9 a n d 1 2 6 . 

p . 17 

25 Substance—the u n m o d i f i a b l e f o u n d a t i o n a n d e s s e n c e o f a l l t h i n g s 
a n d p h e n o m e n a . T o t h e i d e a l i s t , t h e s u b s t a n c e i s t h e s p i r i t , t h e i d e a , 
G o d , w h i l e t o t h e m a t e r i a l i s t i t i s m a t t e r . D i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m 
d e n i e s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f u n m o d i f i a b l e s u b s t a n c e , a n d c o n s i d e r s m a t t e r 
a s b e i n g i n a s t a t e o f c o n s t a n t d e v e l o p m e n t a n d c h a n g e . 

p . 2 0 

28 T h e q u o t a t i o n i s f r o m F e u e r b a c h ' s " G e s c h i c h t e d e r n e u e r n P h i l o s o ­
p h i e " , Werke, I V , 3 8 0 . 

p . 2 0 

2' T h e r e f e r e n c e i s e r r o n e o u s . I t s h o u l d b e Werke, I V , 3 9 2 . T h e q u o t a ­
t i o n i s f r o m t h e s a m e b o o k . 

p . 2 0 
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^ K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 1 9 5 6 , 
p . 1 7 7 . 

p . 2 0 
29 E n g e l s , Anti-Diihring, M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 3 7 . 

p . 2 1 
3" Speculative philosophy—the g e n e r a l t e r m u s e d t o s i g n i f y i d e a l i s t 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l s y s t e m s b a s e d o n c o n t e m p l a t i v e r e a s o n i n g w h i c h i s 
d i v o r c e d f r o m p r a c t i c e a n d e x p e r i e n c e . 

p . 2 1 
^' Epistemology—the t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e : t h a t d e p a r t m e n t o f p h i ­

l o s o p h y t h a t s t u d i e s t h e s o u r c e s , m e a n s a n d c o n d i t i o n s o f c o g n i t i o n . 
p . 2 2 

32 M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 3 , 
p . 2 2 

T h e q u o t a t i o n i s i n a c c u r a t e : Sein ( B e i n g ) h a s b e e n u s e d i n s t e a d o f 
Leiden ( S u f f e r i n g ) , a n d t h e s e n t e n c e o r d e r h a s b e e n c h a n g e d . F e u e r -
b a c h ' s w o r d i n g i s : " E h e d u d i e Q u a l i t a t d e n k s t , fiihlst d u d i e O u a l i t i i t . 
D e m D c n k e n g e h t d a s Leiden v o r a n . " 

p . 2 2 

I n r e f e r r i n g t o t h e R u s s i a n p h i l o s o p h e r s , i n c l u d i n g — i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
i n s t a n c e — C h e r n y s h e v s k y , P l e k h a n o v l a i d u n d u e s t r e s s o n t h e i n f l u ­
e n c e e x e r t e d o n t h e m b y W e s t - E u r o p e a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f p r e - M a r x i s t 
m a t e r i a l i s m . T h i s i n f l u e n c e w a s p a t e n t l y e x a g g e r a t e d , t h e m o r e s o 
t h a t t h e o t h e r a s p e c t o f t h e m a t t e r — t h e o r i g i n a l a n d c r e a t i v e n a t u r e 
o f R u s s i a n p h i l o s o p h y — w a s p a s s e d o v e r i n s i l e n c e . T h u s , P l e k h a n o v 
c o n s i d e r e d C h e r n y s h e v s k y a f a i t h f u l d i s c i p l e a n d f o l l o w e r o f F e u e r -
b a c h . I n i d e n t i f y i n g t h e m a t e r i a l i s m o f C h e r n y s h e v s k y a n d F e u e r b a c h , 
h e t h e r e b y d e n i e d t h e i n d e p e n d e n t a n d c r e a t i v e c h a r a c t e r o f C h e r -
n y s h e v s k y ' s v i e w s , a n d b e l i t t l e d t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f h i s p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
m a t e r i a l i s m . 

p . 2 5 
35 T h e r e f e r e n c e i s i n a c c u r a t e . T h e p a g e s h o u l d b e 2 4 9 , n o t 2 6 3 . 

p . 2 6 
Animism—the b e l i e f , w h i c h a r o s e a s f a r b a c k as p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y , 
t h a t t h e f o r c e s a n d p h e n o m e n a o f N a t u r e a r e e n d o w e d w i t h s o u l s . 

p . 2 6 
3' I n t h e p a g e s r e f e r r e d t o b y P l e k h a n o v , G o m p e r z s p e a k s o f t h e f a c t 

t h a t t h e n e c e s s i t y o f f i n d i n g a n e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a 
m u l t i t u d e o f c l o s e l y r e l a t e d o b j e c t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y o f s p e c i e s o f 
a n i m a l s a n d p l a n t s , l e a d s m a n t o a b e l i e f i n p r i m o r d i a l c r e a t u r e s 
t h a t d w e l l i n t h e l a n d o f s p i r i t s a n d a r e t h e p r o t o t y p e s o f t h i n g s . 
T h i s t e n d e n c y o f t h e h u m a n m i n d , G o m p e r z w r i t e s , i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n 
o f P l a t o ' s d o c t r i n e . 

p . 2 6 
38 "The pauper's broth of eclecticism"—an e x p r e s s i o n u s e d b y E n g e l s 

i n t h e p r e f a c e t o t h e b o o k Ludwig Feucrbach and the End of Clas-
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steal German Philosophy. E n g e l s i s c h a r a c t e r i s i n g t h e G e r m a n 
p h i l o s o p h y t a u g h t a t G e r m a n u n i v e r s i t i e s a t t h e c l o s e o f t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

p . 2 7 
3'-' T h e f u l l t i t l e i s : Festschrift L Rosenthal zur Vollenclung seines 70. 

Lcbcnsjahres gcwidmct, L e i p z i g , 1 9 0 6 . 

p . 2 7 
T h e r e f e r e n c e i s t o w h a t i s k n o w n a s t h e p h i l o s o p h y o f i d e n t i t y . I t s 
p r i n c i p a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w e r e S c h e l l i n g a n d H e g e l . 

p . 2 7 
T h e r e f e r e n c e i n t h e t e x t i s i n a c c u r a t e . I n s t e a d o f I I , 3 4 0 , r e a d I I , 2 3 9 . 

p . 2 8 
'''•̂  E r r o n e o u s . T h e v o l u m e a n d p a g e s h o u l d r e a d I I , 3 0 8 , n o t X , 1 8 7 . 

p . 2 9 
S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p p . 1 3 - 1 5 . 

p . 3 0 
'''' S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 3 . 

p . 3 0 
'''' S e e K a r l M a r x , A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy 

( M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 2 0 ) . E x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e m a n u s c r i p t o f t h e f i r s t 
v e r s i o n o f t h e a r t i c l e s h o w s t h a t , a f t e r w r i t i n g t h e w o r d s , " I n h i s 
Critique of the Hegelian Philosophy of Right h e s h o w e d t h a t t h e 
m u t u a l r e l a t i o n s i n s o c i e t y . . .", h e i n t e n d e d t o c o n t i n u e h i s t h o u g h t , 
b u t t h e n c r o s s e d o u t t h e w o r d s h e h a d p u t d o w n , a n d i n t h e i r s t e a d 
g a v e t h e q u o t a t i o n b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e w o r d s " l e g a l r e l a t i o n s " a n d 
i n s e r t e d t h e w o r d s " h e w r o t e t h e r e " . T h e e r r o n e o u s i m p r e s s i o n i s 
c r e a t e d t h a t t h e q u o t a t i o n r e f e r s t o t h e Critique of the Hegelian 
Philosophy of Right. 

p . 3 2 
P l e k h a n o v i s q u o t i n g f r o m E n g e l s ' s " T h e C o n d i t i o n o f E n g l a n d . Past 
and Present b y T h o m a s C a r l y l e " ( s e e M a r x , E n g e l s , Werke, B d . 1 , 
S . 5 2 5 - 4 9 ) . 

p . 3 3 
''' S e e K a r l M a r x . The Poverty of Philisophy. M o s c o w , p i> . 1 1 6 - 2 1 . 

p . 3 4 
«8 S e c K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 , p . 2 9 . 

p . 3 4 
S e e S e c t i o n 2 o f t h e a r t i c l e " A N e w C h a m p i o n o f A u t o c r a c y " i n 
G . P l e k h a n o v ' s Selected Philosophical Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , p p . 
4 1 3 - 2 1 . 

p . 3 5 
™ E n g e l s Anti-Diihring, M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 8 3 . 

p . 3 6 



°' S e e A p p e n d i x . 
p . 3 6 

P l e k h a n o v o v e r r a t e s t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e w o r k s o f d o V r i e s . T i m i -
r y a z e v , i n h i s a r t i c l e " T h e B a s i c F e a t u r e s o f t h e H i s t o r y o t t h e 
D e v e l o p m e n t o f B i o l o g y i n t h e 1 9 t h C e n t u r y " , w r o t e t h e f o l l o w i n g : 
" T h e a t t e m p t m a d e b y d e V r i e s . . . h a s c h a n g e d n o t h i n g i n p r i n c i p l e , 
a n d h a s a d d e d n o t h i n g t o D a r w i n ' s p r o p o s i t i o n s , e v e n i n t h e s p e c i f i c 
p r o b l e m o f m u t a t i o n . D a r w i n , t o o , a l l o w e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f b o t h 
s u d d e n c h a n g e s , m a d e i n l e a p s , a n d o f m o r e g r a d u a l a n d g e n e r a l 
c h a n g e s . T h e r e i s n o t h i n g t h a t e v e n a t p r e s e n t m a k e s i t i m p e r a t i v e t o 
a s c r i b e t o t h e f o r m e r , n o t o n l y e x c l u s i v e b u t e v e n p r e d o m i n a n t 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . ' ' 

p . 3 6 
5̂  T h e r e f e r e n c e t o H e g e l ' s p h i l o s o p h y a s " a g e n u i n e a l g e b r a o f r e v o l u ­

t i o n " w a s m a d e b y H e r z e n i n C h a p t e r 2 5 , P a r t 4 , o f My Life and 
Thoughts. 

I n q u o t i n g f r o m E n g e l s ' s Litdwig Feuerbach, P l e k h a n o v h a s i n v i e w 
t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f H e g e l i a n p h i l o s o p h y m a d e b v E n g e l s . S e e M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p p . 3 7 - 4 2 . 

p . 3 7 
" K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 , p . 2 9 . 

p . 3 8 
^ S e e K a r l M a r x , A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, 

M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 2 0 . 
p . 3 8 

^ S e e K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 , p . 4 8 1 . 
p . 4 0 

" S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 5 9 . 
p . 4 1 

T h e y e a r o f p u b l i c a t i o n i s e r r o n e o u s . T h e f u l l t i t l e o f R o u s s e t ' s b o o k 
i s : Les maitres de la guerre: Frederik U, Napoleon, Moltke. Essai 
critique d'apres les travaux inedits de M. le general Bonnal, P a r i s , 
1 8 9 9 . 

p . 4 3 
5f S e e K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 , p . 4 8 1 . 

p . 4 5 
c» S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 4 2 1 . 

p . 4 7 

T h e Hereros—the n a m e o f a t r i b e i n S o u t h - W e s t A f r i c a . I n 1 8 S 4 , 
t h e y c a m e u n d e r t h e r u l e o f t h e G e r m a n i m p e r i a l i s t s , w h o i n s t i t u t e d 
a r e g i m e o f b r u t a l t e r r o r w i t h t h e a i m o f e n s l a v i n g t h e H e r e r o s . 
T h e y r a z e d v i l l a g e s t o t h e g r o u n d , p u t m e n , w o m e n a n d c h i l d r e n 
t o t h e s w o r d , a n d d r o v e t h e s u r v i v o r s i n t o t h e d e s e r t a r e a s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y . I t t o o k t h e G e r m a n s o v e r t w e n t y y e a r s t o o v e r c o m e t h e 
h e r o i c r e s i s t a n c e o f f e r e d b y t h i s t r i b e . T h e s t r u g g l e r e a c h e d i t s c l i m a x 
i n t h e u p r i s i n g t h a t s t a r t e d i n J a n u a r y 1 9 0 4 . I n t h e A u g u s t o f t h a t 
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y e a r , t h e H e r e r o f o r c e s w e r e d e f e a t e d a n d t h e p u r s u i t o f t h e i n s u r ­
g e n t s w a s b e g u n , e n d i n g i n t h e i r s a v a g e a n n i h i l a t i o n i n 1 9 0 7 , i n 
t h e w a t e r l e s s d e s e r t o f O m a h e k e . L e n i n i n c l u d e d t h e H e r e r o r i s i n g 
i n h i s " E s s a y e d S u m m a r y o f W o r l d H i s t o r y D a t a A f t e r 1 8 7 0 . W a r 
A g a i n s t t h e H e r e r o s " ( V . I . L e n i n , Collected Works, V o l . 3 9 , 
p p . 6 8 8 , 7 0 0 ) . 

p . 4 S 
Diluvial man—a g e n e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n o f e x t i n c t h u m a n r a c e s t h a t 
e x i s t e d b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h e p o s t - g l a c i a l e p o c h . 

p . 5 0 
*̂  T h i s a s s e r t i o n o f P l e k h a n o v ' s i s t y p i c a l o f h i s M e n s h e v i k c o n c e p t 

i n t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e a n d t h e m o t i v e f o r c e s o f t h e R u s s i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n . S i n c e h e t h o u g h t t h a t , i n R u s s i a , t h e r e v o l u t i o n w o u l d 
f o l l o w t h e p a t t e r n o f b o u r g e o i s r e v o l u t i o n s i n t h e W e s t , P l e k h a n o v , 
l i k e m o s t l e a d e r s o f t h e S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l , h e l d t h e m i s t a k e n v i e w 
t h a t a n e n t i r e p e r i o d o f h i s t o r y m u s t a l w a y s s e p a r a t e t h e b o u r g e o i s 
r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n . L a c k i n g a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e n e w e p o c h — t h a t o f i m p e r i a l i s m — P l e k h a n o v 
t h o u g h t t h a t , i n R u s s i a , a p r e d o m i n a n t l y p e a s a n t c o u n t r y , w h o s e 
i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t c a m e l a t e r t h a n e l s e w h e r e , t h e t i m e w a s n o t 
y e t r i p e f o r a c l a s h b e t w e e n t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s . H e t h e r e f o r e a l l e g e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e n o o b j e c ­
t i v e c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n i n R u s s i a . 

p . 5 2 
^ S e e K a r l M a r x , A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, 

M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 2 1 . 
p . 5 2 

I b i d . , p p . 2 1 - 2 2 . 
p . 5 3 

P l e k h a n o v i s e v i d e n t l y r e f e r r i n g t o E n g e l s ' s n o t e t o t h e t h i r d ( 1 8 S 3 ) 
e d i t i o n o f Capital, w h i c h r e a d s : " S u b s e q u e n t v e r y s e a r c h i n g s t u d y o f 
t h e p r i m i t i v e c o n d i t i o n o f m a n , l e d t h e a u t h o r [ i . e . , M a r x — E d . ] t o 
t h e c o n c l u s i o n , t h a t i t w a s n o t t h e f a m i l y t h a t o r i g i n a l l y d e v e l o p e d 
i n t o t h e t r i b e , b u t t h a t , o n t h e c o n t r a r y , t h e t r i b e w a s t h e p r i m i t i v e 
a n d s p o n t a n e o u s l y d e v e l o p e d f o r m o f h u m a n a s s o c i a t i o n , o n t h e 
b a s i s o f b l o o d r e l a t i o n s h i p , a n d t h a t o u t o f t h e first i n c i p i e n t 
l o o s e n i n g o f t h e t r i b a l b o n d s , t h e m a n y a n d v a r i o u s f o r m s o f t h e 
f a m i l y w e r e a f t e r w a r d s d e v e l o p e d . " ( S e e K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , 
M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 , f o o t n o t e o n p . 3 2 ) . S e e a l s o E n g e l s ' s p r e f a c e t o t h e 
first e d i t i o n ( 1 8 8 4 ) o f h i s Origin of the Family, Private Properly 
and the State, M a r x a n d R n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 
1 9 7 0 , p p . 1 9 1 - 9 2 . 

p . 5 3 
S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , 
p p . 1 1 0 - n . 

p . 5 5 
"8 S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 1 , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 1 2 5 . :i>. 

p . 5 & 
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'̂•> P l e k h a n o v i s r e f e r r i n g t o t h e p a m p h l e t b y B e r n s t e i n D i e V o r a u s s c t -
zungen des Sozialismus u n d die A u f g a b e n der S o c i a l d e m o k i i d i c , 
w h i c h c a m e o u t i n M a r c h 1 8 8 9 . I n p a r t i c u l a r , B e r n s t e i n a s s e r t e d 
t h a t ". . . a t f i r s t M a r x a n d E n g e l s a s c r i b e d a f a r s m a l l e r s h a r e o f 
i n f l u e n c e t o n o n - e c o n o m i c f a c t o r s . . . t h a n i n t h e i r l a t e r w o r k s . " 

p . 5 6 

^" Q u o t e d f r o m E n g e l s ' s l e t t e r t o J . B l o c h , d a t e d S e p t e m b e r 2 1 - 2 2 , 
1 8 9 0 . S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 5 , 
P - 1 8 . 

p . 5o 
Q u o t e d f r o m E n g e l s ' s l e t t e r t o W . B o r g i u s , d a t e d J a n u a r y 2 5 , 1 8 9 4 . 
S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d W o r k s , V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 5 0 2 . 

p . 5 7 

2̂ Q u o t e d f r o m E n g e l s ' s l e t t e r t o W. B o r g i u s , d a t e d J a n u a r y 2 5 , 1 8 9 4 . 
S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d W o r k s , V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 5 0 2 . 

p . 5 7 

" S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 5 , p . 4 6 7 . 
p . 5 9 

T h e c o n c l u d i n g w o r d s a r e o p p o s e d t o t h e t i t l e o f K a n t ' s P r o l e g o m e n a 
to Any F u t u r e Metaphysics ' T h a t M a y A r i s e i n the Capacity of a 
Science. 

p . 5 9 

^5 F a b l i a u — o n e o f t h e s h o r t m e t r i c a l t a l e s o f t h e m e d i a e v a l F r e n c h 
p o e t s , u s u a l l y r o u g h a n d h u m o r o u s . T h e y w e r e w r i t t e n i n l i n e s o f 
e i g h t s y l l a b l e s , u s u a l l y r h y m i n g i n p a i r s . 

C h a n s o n de geste { F r e n c h : l i t e r a l l y a song about exploits)—one o f 
a c l a s s o f o l d F r e n c h e p i c p o e m s . 

p . 6 2 

7S 7 h e D a v i d s c h o o l . P l e k h a n o v d e v e l o p e d t h i s t h o u g h t i n g r e a t e r 
d e t a i l i n a n a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d " F r e n c h D r a m a t i c L i t e r a t u r e a n d F r e n c h 
P a i n t i n g o f t h e E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y f r o m t h e V i e w p o i n t o f S o c i o l o g y " , 
i n w h i c h h e a l s o d i s c u s s e d t h e s o c i a l c a u s e s g i v i n g r i s e t o t h e s c h o o l 
o f D a v i d . 

p . 6 2 

" S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d C o r r e s p o n d e n c e , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 5 , 
p p . 4 6 7 - 6 8 . p 

8̂ T h e f u l l t i t l e o f F e u e r h e r d ' s b o o k i s : D i e E n t s t e h u n g d e r S t i l e a u s 
der politischen U k o n o m i e . E i n e Kunstgeschichte von F r a n z F e u e r -
herd, E r s t e r T e i l . D e r bildende K u n s t der G r i e c h e n u n d Romer. 
B r a u n s c h w e i g u n d L e i p z i g , V e r l a g v o n R . S a t t l e r , 1 9 0 2 . 

p . 6 9 

T h e m a n u s c r i p t o f t h e e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f t h e a r t i c l e h a s " f a c t o r s " 
i n s t e a d o f " f o r m s " . P -

1 0 8 

^ T h e f u l l t i t l e o f t h e b o o k b y C h e s n e a u i s : E r n e s t C h e s n e a u , L a 
p e i n t u r e f r a n g a i s e a n X l X e siecle. Les chefs d'ecole: L . D a v i d , G r o s , 
G e r i c a u l t , Decamps, I n g r e s , E . D e l a c r o i x . 3 e e d i t i o n , P a r i s , 1 8 8 3 . 

p . 7 1 
8' H i p p o l y t e T a i n e , P h i l o s o p h i e d e I ' a r t , 5 e e d i t i o n , P a r i s , 1 8 9 0 . I , 

p . 1 1 6 . p . 7 3 
82 S e e K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , T h e H o l y F a m i l y , M o s c o w , 

1 9 5 6 , p . 1 6 8 . 
p . 7 4 

83 M a r x a n d E n g e l s , S e l e c t e d W o r k s , V o l . 2 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 1 0 1 . 
p . 7 5 

8'' S a n k t M a x — a c h a p t e r f r o m G e r m a n I d e o l o g y b y K a r l M a r x a n d 
F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s . P l e k h a n o v i s q u o t i n g f r o m t h e j o u r n a l D o c u m e n t s 
of S o c i a l i s m . 

p . 7 7 

85 T h e I l a r d e n - M o l t k e t r i a l — i n 1 9 0 7 , M a x i m i l i a n H a r d e n , t h e w e l l -
k n o w n p u b l i c i s t ( H a r d e n w a s t h e p e n - n a m e o f W i t k o w s k i ) p u b l i s h e d 
a n u m b e r o f s e n s a t i o n a l a r t i c l e s o n t h e c o r r u p t i o n a n d v i c e a m o n g 
t h e e n t o u r a g e o f K a i s e r W i l h e l m I I ( L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l M o l t k e , 
F . E i l e n b u r g , e t c . ) . T h i s r e s u l t e d i n a c a u s e c e l e b r e w h i c h d i d m u c h 
t o e x p o s e t h e K a i s e r ' s c l i q u e . 

p . 7 7 
8" S e e K a r l M a r x , T h e P o v e r t y of P h i l o s o p h y , M o s c o w , p p . 1 2 2 - 2 3 . 

p . 7 8 

S e e E n g e l s , A n t i - D i i h r i n g , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p . 3 3 6 . 
p . 8 0 

88 S e e E n g e l s , A n t i - D i i h r i n g , M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p p . 1 3 6 , 1 3 7 . 
p . 8 0 

89 S e e N o t e 9 0 . 
p . 8 2 

T h e C a d e t s ' a g r a r i a n p r o g r a m m e w a s a d o p t e d a t t h e p a r t y ' s 
i n a u g u r a l c o n g r e s s i n O c t o b e r 1 9 0 5 . I n a n a t t e m p t t o w i n t h e 
p e a s a n t r y ' s s u p p o r t t h e C a d e t s i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e i r p r o g r a m m e a 
c l a u s e o n t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x t e n d i n g p e a s a n t l a n d o w n e r s h i p a t 
t h e e x p e n s e o f s t a t e , m o n a s t e r i a l a n d p r i v a t e l a n d s r e d e e m e d a t a 
" j u s t " p r i c e . T h e p r o g r a m m e e v e n s p o k e o f " f o r c i b l e a l i e n a t i o n " o f 
l a n d o w n e r s ' l a n d , w i t h t h i s e n d i n v i e w . H o w e v e r , t h e C a d e t s w e r e 
t h e p r i n c i p a l p a r t y o f t h e l i b e r a l b o u r g e o i s i e , a n d t h e i r a g r a r i a n 
p o l i c y w a s d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s p r e s e r v i n g l a n d p r o p r i e t o r s h i p a n d 
d e v e l o p i n g c a p i t a l i s t r e l a t i o n s i n a g r i c u l t u r e . " T h e C a d e t s , " L e n i n 
w r o t e , " w a n t t o p r e s e r v e t h e l a n d l o r d s y s t e m o f a g r i c u l t u r e b y m e a n s 
o f c o n c e s s i o n s . T h e y p r o p o s e r e d e m p t i o n p a y m e n t s b y t h e p e a s a n t s 
w h i c h a l r e a d y o n c e b e f o r e i n 1 8 6 1 r u i n e d t h e p e a s a n t s " . [ C o l l e c t e d 
W o r k s , V o l . 1 1 , p . 3 2 8 . ) . 

p . 8 2 

1 0 9 



K a r l M a r x , A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, 
M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 2 0 . 

p . 8 3 
^2 S e e G . P l e k h a n o v , The Development of the Monist View of History, 

M o s c o w , 1 9 7 2 . 
p . 8 4 

T h e r e f e r e n c e i s t o v a r i o u s c u r r e n t s i n n e o - K a n t i a n p h i l o s o p h y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n i t s B a d e n s c h o o l . R i c k e r t , W i n d e l b a n d a n d o t h e r o f 
i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t r i e d t o p r o v e t h a t t h e r e a r e n o o b j e c t i v e l a w s o f 
s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t , s o t h a t t h e v e r y s c i e n c e o f s o c i e t y c a n n o t e x i s t . 
U n l i k e n a t u r a l s c i e n c e , w h i c h , a s t h e y c l a i m e d , o p e r a t e s o n l y w i t h 
g e n e r a l c o n c e p t s a n d i g n o r e s t h e p a r t i c u l a r , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h i s 
p h i l o s o p h y a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e s o c i a l s c i e n c e s d e a l o n l y w i t h i n d i v i d ­
u a l , n o n - r e p e t i t i v e e v e n t s , a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y a r e d o o m e d t o g i v e 
m e r e l y e x t e r n a l d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e p h e n o m e n a o f s o c i a l l i f e . T h e 
n e o - K a n t i a n s c a m e o u t u n d e r t h e s l o g a n o f " c r i t i c i s m " ( t h e t e r m 
u s e d b y K a n t t o c h a r a c t e r i s e h i s p h i l o s o p h y ) , a n d d e v e l o p e d t h e 
r e a c t i o n a r y a n d i d e a l i s t a s p e c t s o f K a n t ' s d o c t r i n e . 

T h e s e i d e a s i n n e o - K a n t i a n i s m w e r e w i d e l y u s e d b y e n e m i e s o f 
M a r x i s m i n t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m . 

p . 8 6 
8'' S e e M a r x a n d E n g e l s , Selected Works, V o l . 3 , M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , 

p p . 1 3 3 - 3 4 . 
p . 8 7 

"5 K a r l M a r x , A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, 
M o s c o w , 1 9 7 0 , p . 2 1 . 

p . 8 7 
S e e K a r l M a r x a n d F r e d e r i c k E n g e l s , The Holy Family, M o s c o w , 
1 9 5 6 , p . 1 1 0 . 

p . 8 8 
T h e s e w o r d s a r e t o b e f o u n d i n C h e r n y s h e v s k y ' s Critique of Philo­
sophical Prejudices Against Communal Ownership. 

p . 8 8 

^ T h i s a p p e n d i x i s a n e x t r a c t f r o m P l e k h a n o v ' s p r e f a c e t o F r e d e r i c k 
E n g e l s ' s Ludwig Feuerhach and the End of Classical German Philos­
ophy. T h e s e n o t e s o n d i a l e c t i c a n d l o g i c w e r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e 
G e r m a n e d i t i o n o f t h e b o o k i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h P l e k h a n o v ' s w i s h . 

p . 8 9 

^ N . G . — p e n - n a m e o f K . Z h i t l o v s k y , a u t h o r o f t h e a r t i c l e " M a t e r i a l i s m 
a n d D i a l e c t i c a l L o g i c " p u b l i s h e d i n t h e m a g a z i n e Russkoye Bogatslvo, 
N o s . 6 , 7 ( J u n e , J u l y ) , 1 8 9 8 . 

p . 9 1 

100 Aporia—a l o g i c a l d i f f i c u l t y t h a t s e e m s i n s u r m o u n t a b l e . F o r i n s t a n c e , 
t h e r e w a s Z e n o ' s a p o r i a , t h e d i c h o t o m y t h a t , t o w a l k a c e r t a i n 
d i s t a n c e h a l f o f t h a t d i s t a n c e m u s t first b e c o v e r e d , b u t , p r e v i o u s t o 
t h a t , a q u a r t e r , a n e i g h t h , e t c . I n v i e w o f t h e i n f i n i t e d i v i s i b i l i t y o f 

1 1 0 

s p a c e , a g i v e n d i s t a n c e c a n n o t b e c o v e r e d . Z e n o r e v e a l e d t h e o b j e c t i v e 
c o n t r a d i c t o r i n e s s o f m o t i o n , t i m e a n d s p a c e , b u t f r o m t h i s h e d e d u c e d 
e r r o n e o u s c o n c l u s i o n s " d i s p r o v i n g " m o t i o n . 

p . 9 1 
10' T h e r e f e r e n c e i s t o H e r a c l i t u s . 

p . 9 3 
102 P l e k h a n o v i s q u o t i n g f r o m t h e a r t i c l e m e n t i o n e d i n N o t e 9 8 . 

p . 9 6 
10' K a r l M a r x , Capital, Vol I , M o s c o w , p . 2 9 . 

p . 9 7 
101 P l e k h a n o v i s a g a i n q u o t i n g f r o m t h e a r t i c l e n a m e d i n N o t e 9 8 . 

p . 9 7 
105 Q u o t e d f r o m t h e p o e m b y P a r m e n i d e s , e n t i t l e d Of Nature. 

p . 9 7 
100 S e e E n g e l s , Anli-DUhring, M o s c o w , 1 9 6 9 , p p . 3 1 , 3 3 . 

p . 9 9 
107 K a r l M a r x , The Poverty of Philosophy, M o s c o w , p . 1 6 5 . 

p . 9 9 
108 K a r l M a r x , Capital, V o l . I , M o s c o w , p . 1 7 3 . 

p . 9 9 



N A M E I N D E X 

A 

Achelis, Thomas ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 0 9 ) : 
G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h e r a n d e t h ­
n o g r a p h e r — 4 7 

Adler, Viktor ( 1 8 5 2 - 1 9 1 8 ) : r e ­
f o r m i s t , l e a d e r o f t h e A u s t r i a n 
S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y , p r o ­
m i n e n t i n t h e S e c o n d I n t e r n a ­
t i o n a l — 1 2 

Andree, Richard ( 1 8 3 5 - 1 9 1 8 ) : 
G e r m a n e t h n o g r a p h e r , a u t h o r 
o f w o r k s o n c o m p a r a t i v e 
e t h n o g r a p h y a n d t h e e t h n o ­
g r a p h y o f t h e C z e c h s a n d t h e 
S e r b s — 4 9 , 5 0 

Aristotle ( 3 8 4 - 3 2 2 B . C . ) — 8 1 , 9 1 , 
1 0 0 

Augustus Gains Julius Caesar 
Octavianus ( 6 3 B . C . - 1 4 A . D . ) : 
f i r s t R o m a n e m p e r o r ( 2 7 B . C . -
1 4 A . D . ) — 6 7 

Avenarius, Richard ( 1 8 4 3 - 1 8 9 6 ) : 
G e r m a n r e a c t i o n a r y i d e a l i s t i c 
p h i l o s o p h e r , o n e o f t h e f o u n ­
d e r s o f t h e s c h o o l o f e m p i r i o -
c r i t i c i s m — 1 2 

B 

Bauer—t\i£ b r o t h e r s B r u n o ( 1 8 0 9 -
1 8 8 2 ) G e r m a n Y o u n g H e g e ­
l i a n , a n d E d g a r ( 1 8 2 0 - 1 8 8 6 ) , 
p u b l i c i s t a n d Y o u n g H e g e l i a n 
— 7 4 

Bazarov, Vladimir Alexandro-
vich ( p e n - n a m e o f R u d n e v , 

1 1 2 

V . A . [ 1 8 7 4 - 1 9 3 9 ] ) : p h i l o s o p h e r 
a n d e c o n o m i s t ; f r o m 1 8 9 6 p a r ­
t i c i p a t e d i n S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
m o v e m e n t . D u r i n g t h e y e a r s o f 
r e a c t i o n a b a n d o n e d B o l s h e ­
v i s m , p r o p a g a t e d " G o d - b u i l d ­
i n g " a n d e m p i r i o - c r i t i c i s m , w a s 
o n e o f t h e m a i n M a c h i a n r e ­
v i s i o n i s t s o f M a r x i s m — 7 8 

Belinsky, Vissarion Grigoryevich 
( 1 8 1 1 - 1 8 4 8 ) : t h e g r e a t R u s s i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e m o c r a t , l i t e ­
r a r y c r i t i c , p u b l i c i s t , a n d m a t e ­
r i a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r — 3 8 

Berlin, Pavel Abramovich ( 1 8 7 7 -
? ) : M e n s h e v i k S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t , 

m a n o f l e t t e r s , e m i g r e f o l l o w ­
i n g 1 9 1 7 — 1 5 

Berlioz, Hector ( 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 6 9 ) : t h e 
g r e a t F r e n c h c o m p o s e r — 7 1 

Bernstein, Eduard ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 3 2 ) : 
r e v i s i o n i s t , l e a d e r o f t h e e x ­
t r e m e o p p o r t u n i s t w i n g o f G e r ­
m a n S o c i a l - D e m o c r a c y a n d t h e 
S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l — 2 7 , 5 G , 
5 7 , 8 8 , 8 9 , 9 0 

Bogdanov ( p e n - n a m e o f Mali-
novsky, Alexander Alexandro-
vich [ 1 8 7 3 - 1 9 2 8 ] ) : S o c i a l - D e m ­
o c r a t , r e v i s i o n i s t i n p h i l o ­
s o p h y , i n s p i r e r o f t h e P r o l e t -
k u l t t r e n d i n a r t f o l l o w i n g 
1 9 1 7 — 2 6 , 7 8 

Bonnal, Guillaume ( 1 8 4 4 - 1 9 1 7 ) : 
F r e n c h g e n e r a l , t h e o r e t i c i a n 
a n d h i s t o r i a n o f m i l i t a r y a r t — 
4 3 

Biicher, Karl ( 1 8 4 7 - 1 9 3 0 ) : G e r ­
m a n b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m i s t , h i s ­
t o r i a n o f n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , 
a n d s t a t i s t i c i a n — 5 0 , 5 1 

Buckle, Henry Thomas ( 1 8 2 1 -
1 8 6 2 ) : B r i t i s h h i s t o r i a n a n d p o -
s i t i v i s t s o c i o l o g i s t — 4 5 

Bulgakov, Sergei Nikolayevich 
( 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 4 4 ) : b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m ­
i s t , i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r . I n 
t h e n i n e t i e s w a s a " l e g a l M a r x ­
i s t " . A f t e r t h e 1 9 0 5 - 0 7 R e v o ­
l u t i o n j o i n e d t h e C a d e t s , t o o k 
p a r t i n p u b l i s h i n g a c o u n t e r ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s y m p o s i u m 
Vekhi. I n 1 9 2 2 w a s b a n i s h e d 
f r o m t h e c o u n t r y f o r c o u n t e r ­
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s — 8 4 

Burton, Richard Francis ( 1 8 2 1 -
1 8 9 0 ) : B r i t i s h g e o g r a p h e r a n d 
t r a v e l l e r — 4 3 

C 

Cabet, Etienne ( 1 7 8 8 - 1 8 5 6 ) : 
F r e n c h U t o p i a n c o m m u n i s t , 
a u t h o r o f Voyage to Icaria— 
17 

Caesar, Gains Julius ( c . 1 0 0 - 4 4 
B . C . ) : R o m a n g e n e r a l , s t a t e s ­
m a n a n d h i s t o r i a n — 4 6 , 6 7 

Challamel, Augustin ( 1 8 1 8 - 1 8 9 4 ) : 
F r e n c h m a n o f l e t t e r s , a u t h o r 
o f b o o k s o n t h e h i s t o r y o f a r t 
— 7 1 

Chernyshevsky, Nikolai Gavrilo-
vich ( 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 8 9 ) : g r e a t R u s s i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e m o c r a t , m a t e ­
r i a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r , s c h o l a r , 
c r i t i c , w r i t e r ; l e a d e r o f t h e r e ­
v o l u t i o n a r y - d e m o c r a t i c m o v e ­
m e n t o f t h e s i x t i e s o f t h e 1 9 t h 
c e n t u r y i n R u s s i a — 2 5 , 8 8 

Chesneau, Ernest ( 1 8 3 3 - 1 8 9 0 ) : 
F r e n c h a r t c r i t i c — 7 1 

Ciccotti, Ettore ( 1 8 6 3 - 1 9 3 9 ) : I t a ­
l i a n b o u r g e o i s p o l i t i c i a n , p r o ­
f e s s o r o f R o m a n h i s t o r y , f o r a 
t i m e h e l d s t a n d o f v u l g a r e c o ­
n o m i c m a t e r i a l i s m — 5 4 

Condillac, Elienne Bonnot de 
( 1 7 1 5 - 1 7 8 0 ) : F r e n c h E n l i g l i t e -
n e r , d e i s t p h i l o s o p h e r , a n d 
s u p p o r t e r o f s e n s u a l i s m — 7 4 

Coste, Adolphe ( 1 8 4 2 - 1 9 0 1 ) : 
F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t 
a n d e c o n o m i s t — 6 1 

Cratylus ( f i f t h c e n t u r y B . C . ) : a n ­
c i e n t Greek i d e a l i s t p h i l o s o ­
p h e r , a t first f o l l o w e r o f H e r a c -
l i t u s , a n d l a t e r a s o p h i s t — 9 4 

Croce, Benedetto ( 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 5 2 ) : 
I t a l i a n b o u r g e o i s n e o - H e g e l i a n 
p h i l o s o p h e r , h i s t o r i a n , l i t e r a r y 
c r i t i c , a n d o p p o n e n t o f M a r x ­
i s m — 2 7 

Cromwell, Oliver ( 1 5 9 9 - 1 6 5 8 ) : 
l e a d e r o f t h e E n g l i s h b o u r ­
g e o i s r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e 1 7 t h 
c e n t u r y — 6 7 

D 

Bar-win, Charles Robert ( 1 8 0 9 -
1 8 8 2 ) : t h e g r e a t B r i t i s h s c i e n t ­

i s t , f o u n d e r o f t h e t h e o r y o f t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e o r g a n i c 
w o r l d — 3 6 , 9 8 , 9 9 

David, Jacques Louis ( 1 7 4 8 -
1 8 2 5 ) : F r e n c h p a i n t e r , f o u n d e r 
o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s i c i s m — 6 3 

Delacroix, Eugene ( 1 7 9 8 - 1 8 6 3 ) : 
F r e n c h r o m a n t i c i s t p a i n t e r — 
7 0 , 7 1 

Democritus ( c . 4 6 0 - c . 3 7 0 B . C . ) : 
g r e a t m a t e r i a l i s t o f a n c i e n t 
G r e e c e , o n e o f t h e f o u n d e r s o f 
a t o m i s t i c s — 1 1 

Descartes, Rene ( 1 5 9 6 - 1 6 5 0 ) : o u t ­
s t a n d i n g F r e n c h p h i l o s o p h e r , 
p h y s i c i s t , m a t h e m a t i c i a n a n d 
p h y s i o l o g i s t — 1 6 , 7 4 

De Vries, Hugo ( 1 8 4 S - 1 9 3 5 ) : 
D u t c h b o t a n i s t , a u t h o r o f t h e 
t h e o r y o f m u t a t i o n — 3 6 . 3 7 

Dezamy, Theodore ( 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 5 0 ) : 
F r e n c h p u b l i c i s t , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r e n d i n 
U t o p i a n c o m m u n i s m — 1 7 

Diderot, Denis ( 1 7 1 3 - 1 7 8 4 ) : o u t -
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s t a n d i n g F r e n c h m a t e r i a l i s t i c 
p h i l o s o p h e r a n d w r i t e r , f o u n ­
d e r a n d e d i t o r o f t h e Encyclo­
paedia—23, S 2 

Diekl, Karl ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 9 4 3 ) : G e r m a n 
b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m i s t a n d s o c i o ­
l o g i s t — 3 0 

Dictxgen, Joseph ( 1 8 2 8 - 1 8 8 8 ) : 
G e r m a n w o r k i n g m a n , S o c i a l -
D e m o c r a t , p h i l o s o p h e r , w h o i n ­
d e p e n d e n t l y a r r i v e d a t t h e f u n ­
d a m e n t a l s o f d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e ­
r i a l i s m — 1 2 , 2 9 

Duhring, Eugen ( 1 8 3 3 - 1 9 2 1 ) : 
G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h e r a n d e c o ­
n o m i s t , p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s i d e o ­
l o g i s t , e n e m y o f M a r x i s m , w a s 
s c a t h i n g l y c r i t i c i s e d b y E n g e l s 
i n Anti-Diihring—'il 

E 

Edzuards, Jonathan ( 1 7 0 3 - 1 7 5 8 ) : 
U . S . t h e o l o g i s t , w h o s e d o c t r i n e 
b e c a m e t h e o f f i c i a l p h i l o s o p h y 
o f A m e r i c a n p u r i t a n i s m — 8 6 

Eleutheropoulos, Abroteles ( 1 8 7 3 -
? ) : G r e e k b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t , 
d e c e n t i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Z u ­
r i c h — 6 3 - 6 8 

Engcls, Frederick ( 1 8 2 0 - 1 8 9 5 ) — 
1 1 - 1 8 , 2 0 - 2 4 , 2 6 - 2 7 , 3 0 - 3 4 , 3 6 -
4 4 , 4 6 , 5 3 - 6 0 , 6 6 - 6 7 , 7 0 , 7 5 , 7 7 , 
7 9 - 8 0 , 8 2 - 8 3 , 8 7 , 8 9 , 9 8 - 9 9 

Espinas, Alfred ( 1 8 4 4 - 1 9 2 2 ) . 
F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t 
a n d p s y c h o l o g i s t — 6 0 , 6 3 , 6 6 

Eyre,^ Edward John ( 1 8 1 5 - 1 9 0 1 ) : 
B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r 
a n d e x p l o r e r o f A u s t r a l i a — 4 2 

F 

Feuerhach, Ludwig Andreas 
( 1 8 0 4 - 1 8 7 2 ) : G e r m a n m a t e r i a l ­
i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r a n d a t h e i s t — 
1 4 - 3 4 , 3 6 , 4 7 , 4 9 , 5 8 , 8 0 , 9 0 

Fischer, Kuno ( 1 8 2 4 - 1 9 0 7 ) . G e r ­
m a n H e g e l i a n , a u t h o r o f w e l l -

k n o w n History of Modern Phi­
losophy—\W 

Finot, Jean ( 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 2 2 ) : F r e n c h 
b o u r g e o i s p u b l i c i s t — 4 6 

Flint, Robert ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 9 1 0 ) : B r i t i s h 
b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t — 7 4 

Forel, August ( 1 8 4 8 - 1 9 3 1 ) : S w i s s 
p s y c h i a t r i s t a n d e t h n o l o g i s t o f 
p r o g r e s s i v e v i e w s — 2 4 , 2 7 

France, Raoul Heinrich ( 1 8 7 4 -
1 9 4 3 ) : G e r m a n b o t a n i s t a n d 
p o p u l a r i s e r o f b i o l o g y , a d h e ­
r e n t t o p s y c h o - L a m a r c k i s m — 
3 7 

Friche, Vladimir Maximovich 
( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 2 9 ) : S o v i e t h i s t o r i a n o f 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d a r t ; r e p r e s e n t e d 
v u l g a r - s o c i o l o g i c a l t r e n d i n l i ­
t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m — 6 9 

Fritsch, Gustav ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 9 2 7 ) : G e r ­
m a n t r a v e l l e r a n d s c h o l a r , a u ­
t h o r o f w o r k s o n v a r i o u s fields 
o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y — 4 8 

Frobenius, Leo ( 1 8 7 3 - 1 9 3 8 ) : G e r ­
m a n e t h n o g r a p h e r a n d a r c h a e o ­
l o g i s t , e x p l o r e r o f A f r i c a . 
S t o o d c l o s e t o t h e c u l t u r a l - h i s ­
t o r i c a l s c h o o l — 4 9 

G 

Gay, Jules ( 1 8 0 7 - 1 8 7 6 ) : F r e n c h 
U t o p i a n c o m m u n i s t — 1 7 

Gomperz, Theodore ( 1 8 3 2 - 1 9 1 2 ) : 
G e r m a n h i s t o r i a n o f p h i l o ­
s o p h y , p o s i t i v i s t , a n d p h i l o l o g ­
i s t — 2 6 

Grosse, Ernst ( 1 8 6 2 - 1 9 2 7 ) : G e r ­
m a n b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l o g i s t , 
e t h n o g r a p h e r , a n d h i s t o r i a n o f 
a r t ; h e l d s t a n d o f v u l g a r " e c o ­
n o m i c m a t e r i a l i s m " — 5 0 

Griin, Karl ( 1 8 1 7 - 1 8 8 7 ) : G e r m a n 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s p u b l i c i s t , t h e o ­
r i s t o f " t r u e s o c i a l i s m " — 1 4 , 2 1 , 
2 3 , 3 1 , 3 4 

Guizot, Francois Pierre Guillau-
me ( 1 7 8 7 - 1 8 7 4 ) : F r e n c h b o u r ­
g e o i s h i s t o r i a n a n d s t a t e s m a n — 
6 7 
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H 

Haeckel, Ernst Heinrich ( 1 8 3 4 -
1 9 1 9 ) : G e r m a n n a t u r a l i s t a n d 

• D a r w i n i s t — 2 4 
Harden, Maximilian ( p e n - n a m e 

o f W i t k o w s k i [ 1 8 6 1 - 1 9 2 7 ] ) : 
G e r m a n p u b l i c i s t , w h o b e c a m e 
w e l l k n o w n t h r o u g h h i s a r t i c l e s 
o n t h e c o r r u p t i o n i n t h e c l i q u e 
s u r r o u n d i n g W i l h e l m I I — 7 7 

Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 
( 1 7 7 0 - 1 8 3 1 ) : G e r m a n p h i l o ­
s o p h e r , o b j e c t i v e i d e a l i s t — 1 8 , 
2 0 , 2 1 , 2 6 , 2 9 , 3 1 - 3 7 , 4 0 , 6 4 , 
7 0 , 8 0 , 8 2 , 9 0 , 9 4 - 9 7 , 1 0 0 

Heraclitus of Ephesus ( c . 5 3 0 - 4 7 0 
B . C . ) : A n c i e n t G r e e l ? m a t e r i a l ­
i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r a n d d i a l e c t i ­
c i a n — 6 5 , 9 0 , 9 4 , 9 7 

Herzen, Alexander Ivanovich 
( 1 8 1 2 - 1 8 7 0 ) : R u s s i a n r e v o l u t i o ­
n a r y d e m o c r a t , m a t e r i a l i s t i c 
p h i l o s o p h e r , w r i t e r a n d p u b l i c ­
i s t — 3 7 

Hildebrand, Richard ( 1 8 4 0 - ? ) : 
G e r m a n b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m i s t 
a n d t h e o r e t i c i a n o f m o n e t a r y 
c i r c u l a t i o n — 4 6 

Hippocrates ( c . 4 6 0 - 3 7 7 B . C . ) : 
a n c i e n t G r e e k p h y s i c i a n , c a l l e d 
" t h e f a t h e r o f m e d i c i n e " — 4 5 

Him, Yrjo ( 1 8 7 0 - ? ) : F i n n i s h h i s ­
t o r i a n o f l i t e r a t u r e a n d a e s t h e ­
t i c s — 5 0 

Hobbes. Thomas ( 1 5 8 8 - 1 6 7 9 ) : 
E n g l i s h m a t e r i a l i s t i c p h i l o s o ­
p h e r — 2 3 

Homes, Moritz ( 1 8 5 2 - 1 9 1 7 ) : 
A u s t r i a n a r c h a e o l o g i s t a n d 
h i s t o r i a n o f p r i m i t i v e c u l ­
t u r e — 5 0 

Hugo, Victor ( 1 8 0 2 - 1 8 8 5 ) : F r e n c h 
w r i t e r — 7 1 

Hume, David ( 1 7 1 1 - 1 7 7 6 ) : B r i ­
t i s h b o u r g e o i s a g n o s t i c p h i l o s ­
o p h e r , h i s t o r i a n a n d e c o n o ­
m i s t — 2 4 

Huxley, Thomas Henry ( 1 8 2 5 -
1 8 9 5 ) : B r i t i s h n a t u r a l i s t a n d 
s u p p o r t e r o f D a r w i n — 2 4 

I 

Ingres, Jean-Auguste Domiiiique 
( 1 7 8 0 - 1 8 6 7 ) : F r e n c h p a i n t e r , 
p u p i l a n d f o l l o w e r o f I D a v i d — 
7 1 

K 

Kant, Immanuel ( 1 7 2 4 - 1 8 0 4 ) : 
G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h e r , s u b j e c t i v e 
i d e a l i s t a n d a g n o s t i c , f o u n d e r 
o f G e r m a n i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s ­
o p h y o f t h e l a t e 1 8 t h a n d 
e a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r i e s — 1 2 

Kautsky, Karl ( 1 8 5 4 - 1 9 3 8 ) : o n e 
o f t h e l e a d e r s o f G e r m a n S o ­
c i a l - D e m o c r a c y a n d t h e S e c o n d 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l , i d e o l o g i s t o f c e n -
t r i s m — 1 2 , 7 9 

L 

Labriola, Teresa ( ? ) : d a u g h t e r o f 
A n t o n i o L a b r i o l a , s t u d i e d p h i ­
l o s o p h y a n d l a w . P r o f e s s o r o f 
p h i l o s o p h y o f l a w a t U n i v e r ­
s i t y o f R o m e i n 1 9 0 0 — 4 7 

La Mettrie, Julien Offray de 
( 1 7 0 9 - 1 7 5 1 ) : F r e n c h m a t e r i a l i s ­
t i c p h i l o s o p h e r a n d a t h e i s t — 2 3 

Lamprecht, Karl ( 1 8 5 6 - 1 9 1 5 ) : 
G e r m a n l i b e r a l b o u r g e o i s h i s ­
t o r i a n , h e l d p o s i t i v i s t v i e w s i n 
p h i l o s o p h y — 7 7 

Lang, Andrew ( 1 8 4 4 - 1 9 1 2 ) : S c o t ­
t i s h s c h o l a r w h o m a d e a s t u d y 
o f t h e o r i g i n o f r e l i g i o n , m y t h ­
o l o g y , t h e h i s t o r y o f l i t e r a ­
t u r e : a s c e p t i c a n d a g n o s t i c i n 
p h i l o s o p h y — 4 9 

Lange, Friedrich Albert ( 1 8 2 8 -
1 8 7 5 ) : G e r m a n n e o - K a n t i a n 
p h i l o s o p h e r — 1 5 - 1 7 

Lanson, Gustave ( 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 3 4 ) : 
F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s h i s t o r i a n o f 
l i t e r a t u r e — 7 4 

Laplace, Pierre Simon de ( 1 7 4 9 -
1 8 2 7 ) : F r e n c h a s t r o n o m e r , 
m a t h e m a t i c i a n , a n d p h y s i c i s t — 
7 6 
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Lassalle, Ferdinand ( 1 8 2 5 - 1 8 6 4 ) : 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s s o c i a l i s t , o p ­
p o r t u n i s t l e a d e r o f G e r m a n l a ­
b o u r m o v e m e n t — 1 7 

Leibnitz, Gottfried Wilhelm 
( 1 6 4 6 - 1 7 1 6 ) : G e r m a n s c h o l a r , 
m a t h e m a t i c i a n , a n d i d e a l i s t 
p h i l o s o p h e r — 7 4 

Linnaeus, Caroliis (Linne, Carl) 
( 1 7 0 7 - 1 7 7 8 ) : S w e d i s h n a t u r a l ­
i s t w h o c r e a t e d a n a r t i f i c i a l s y s ­
t e m o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f t h e v e ­
g e t a b l e a n d a n i m a l w o r l d ; h o s ­
t i l e t o t h e i d e a s o f t h e h i s t o r i ­
c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e o r g a n i c 
w o r l d — 9 8 

Loria, Achille ( 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 4 5 ) : 
r e a c t i o n a r y I t a l i a n s o c i o l o g i s t 
a n d e c o n o m i s t , c a l u m n i a t o r o f 
M a r x i s m — 6 1 

M 

Much, Ernst ( 1 8 3 8 - 1 9 1 6 ) : A u s ­
t r i a n p h y s i c i s t , i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o ­
s o p h e r , o n e o f t h e f o u n d e r s o f 
e m p i r i o - c r i t i c i s m — 1 2 , 2 8 

Malcbranche, Nicolas de ( 1 6 3 8 -
1 7 1 5 ) : F r e n c h i d e a l i s t p h i l o s ­
o p h e r — 7 4 

Mailery, Garrick ( 1 8 3 1 - 1 8 9 4 ) : 
U . S . e t h n o g r a p h e r a n d h i s t o ­
r i a n — 5 0 

Marx, Karl ( 1 8 1 8 - 1 8 8 3 ) — 1 1 - 1 8 , 
2 0 - 2 4 , 2 6 - 3 4 , 3 6 - 4 0 , 4 4 - 4 7 , 4 9 , 
5 2 - 5 8 , 6 1 - 6 3 , 6 6 - 7 0 , 7 5 , 7 7 - 8 1 , 
8 3 - 8 4 , 8 7 - 9 0 , 9 5 - 1 0 0 

Mehring, Franz ( 1 8 4 6 - 1 9 1 9 ) : r e ­
p r e s e n t a t i v e o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
M a r x i s m i n G e r m a n y , m e m b e r 
o f t h e S p a r t a c u s L e a g u e , l i t e r ­
a r y c r i t i c , a n d h i s t o r i a n o f t h e 
S o c i a l D e m o c r a t i c m o v e m e n t i n 
G e r m a n y — 1 4 , 1 5 

Meyer, Fritz ( 1 8 6 4 - ? ) : G e r m a n 
h i s t o r i a n a n d e t h n o g r a p h e r — 6 2 

Michelangelo Buonarroti ( 1 4 7 5 -
1 5 6 4 ) — 3 3 

Mignet, Frangois Auguste Marie 
( 1 7 9 6 - 1 8 8 4 ) : F r e n c h l i b e r a l -

b o u r g e o i s h i s t o r i a n o f t h e 
R e s t o r a t i o n p e r i o d — 6 7 

Mikhailovsky, Nikolai Konstanti-
novich ( 1 8 4 2 - 1 9 0 4 ) : R u s s i a n s o ­
c i o l o g i s t a n d p u b l i c i s t , l e a d e r 
o f l i b e r a l N a r o d i s m . W a g e d 
f u r i o u s s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t M a r x ­
i s m i n t h e l e g a l j o u r n a l s h e 
e d i t e d — 6 9 

Mill, John Stuart ( 1 8 0 6 - 1 8 7 3 ) : 
B r i t i s h b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m i s t , 
p r o m i n e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f p o ­
s i t i v i s m i n p h i l o s o p h y — 4 6 

Morgan, Lewis Henry ( 1 8 1 8 -
1 8 8 1 ) : U . S . a r c h a e o l o g i s t , , 
e t h n o g r a p h e r a n d s t u d e n t 
o f p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y — 3 9 , 5 3 , 
6 7 

Mortillet, Gabriel de ( 1 8 2 1 - 1 8 9 8 ) : 
F r e n c h a n t h r o p o l o g i s t a n d a r ­
c h a e o l o g i s t — 5 0 

Muller, Sophus ( 1 8 4 6 - 1 9 3 4 ) : D a n ­
i s h a r c h a e o l o g i s t — 5 0 

N 

Napoleon 1 (Bonaparte) ( 1 7 6 9 -
1 8 2 1 ) : F r e n c h g e n e r a l . E m p e r o r 
o f F r a n c e ( 1 8 0 4 - 1 8 1 4 a n d 1 8 1 5 ) 
— 4 1 , 6 7 

Newton, Isaac ( 1 6 4 2 - 1 7 2 7 ) : g r e a t 
B r i t i s h p h y s i c i s t , m a t h e m a t i ­
c i a n a n d a s t r o n o m e r — 7 6 

Nietzsche, Friedrich Wilhelm 
( 1 8 4 4 - 1 9 0 0 ) : G e r m a n r e a c t i o n ­
a r y i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r , i d e ­
o l o g i c a l f o r e r u n n e r o f f a s c i s m 
— 7 2 

N. G. S e e Zhitlovsky, C. L 
Noire, Ludwig ( 1 8 2 9 - 1 8 8 9 ) : 

G e r m a n b o u r g e o i s p h i l o s ­
o p h e r — 4 7 

o 
Ostwald, Wilhelm ( 1 8 5 3 - 1 9 3 2 ) : 

G e r m a n c h e m i s t a n d i d e a l i s t i c 
p h i l o s o p h e r — 1 2 
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Owen, Robert ( 1 7 7 1 - 1 8 5 8 ) : B r i t i s h 
Utopian s o c i a l i s t a n d o n e of t h e 
f o r e r u n n e r s o f scientific social­
i s m — 1 7 

P 

Parmenides ( 5 t h c e n t . B . C . ) : 
G r e e k E l e a t i c p h i l o s o p h e r — 9 7 

Picavct, Francois Joseph ( 1 8 5 1 -
1 9 2 1 ) : F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s h i s t o ­
r i a n o f p h i l o s o p h y — 6 4 

Plato ( c . 4 2 7 - c . 3 4 7 B . C . ) : G r e e k 
i d e a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r — 9 4 , 1 0 0 

Proudhon, Pierre-Joseph ( 1 8 0 9 -
1 8 6 5 ) : F r e n c h p u b l i c i s t , e c o ­
n o m i s t a n d s o c i o l o g i s t ; o n e o f 
t h e l e a d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
U t o p i a n s o c i a l i s m — 3 4 , 9 9 

R 

Ratzel, Friedrich ( 1 8 4 4 - 1 9 0 4 ) : 
G e r m a n g e o g r a p h e r a n d e t h n o g ­
r a p h e r , f o u n d e r o f s o - c a l l e d 
a n t h r o p o - g e o g r a p h i c a l s c h o o l , 
w h i c h c o n s i d e r e d t h e g e o ­
g r a p h i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t t h e 
m a i n f a c t o r i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f h u m a n s o c i e t y — 4 0 , 4 3 , 4 6 , 
4 8 , 7 7 

Robinet, Jean-Baptistc-Rene 
( 1 7 3 5 - 1 8 2 0 ) : F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s 
p h i l o s o p h e r , i n c o n s i s t e n t m a t e ­
r i a l i s t — 9 0 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques ( 1 7 1 2 -
1 7 7 8 ) ; F r e n c h t h i n k e r , E n l i g h t -
e n e r , p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s d e m o c r a t 
— 6 5 

Rousset, Leonce ( 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 3 8 ) : 
L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l i n t h e 
F r e n c h a r m y , p r o f e s s o r i n t h e 
E c o l e M i l i t a i r e S u p e r i e u r e , 
a u t h o r o f w o r k s i n t h e h i s t o r y 
o f m i l i t a r y s c i e n c e — 4 3 

Rozhkov, Nikolai Alexandrovich 
( 1 8 6 8 - 1 9 2 7 ) : R u s s i a n h i s t o r i a n 
w h o h e l d v i e w s o f " e c o n o m i c 
m a t e r i a l i s m " — 6 9 

S 

Sainl-Simon, Claude-Henri 
( 1 7 6 0 - 1 8 2 5 ) : F r e n c h t h i n k e r , 
l e a d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f U t o ­
p i a n s o c i a l i s m — 4 9 

Schelling, Friedrich Wilhclm 
( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 5 4 ) : G e r m a n o b j e c t i v e -
i d e a l i s t p h i l o s o p h e r , l e a d i n g 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 1 9 t h - c e n t u r y 
Naturphilosophie—l4, 2 5 , 2 9 , 
8 4 

Schmidt, Conrad ( 1 8 6 3 - 1 9 3 2 ) : 
G e r m a n S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t , r e v i ­
s i o n i s t a n d n e o - K a n t i a n — 2 7 , 
2 8 

Schurtz, Heinrich ( 1 8 6 3 - 1 9 0 3 ) : 
G e r m a n h i s t o r i a n o f c u l t u r e , 
d i s c i p l e o f R a t z e l — 4 9 

Schweinfurth, Georg August 
( 1 8 3 6 - 1 9 2 5 ) ; G e r m a n e t h n o g ­
r a p h e r a n d n a t u r a l i s t , e x p l o ­
r e r o f A f r i c a — 3 9 , 5 0 

See. Henri ( 1 8 6 4 - 1 9 3 6 ) : F r e n c h 
b o u r g e o i s h i s t o r i a n — 6 2 

Seligman, Edwin ( 1 8 6 1 - 1 9 3 9 ) : 
U . S . b o u r g e o i s e c o n o m i s t , p r o ­
f e s s o r a t C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y 
— 7 8 , 7 9 

Sismondi, Jean Charles ( 1 7 7 3 -
1 8 4 2 ) : S w i s s e c o n o m i s t , p e t t y -
b o u r g e o i s c r i t i c o f c a p i t a l i s m 
— 7 5 

Speke, John Hanning ( 1 8 2 7 -
1 8 4 6 ) : B r i t i s h t r a v e l l e r , e x ­
p l o r e r o f A f r i c a — 5 4 

Spinoza, Baruch (Benedict [ 1 6 3 2 -
1 6 7 7 ] ) : D u t c h p h i l o s o p h e r , 
l e a d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f m e t a ­
p h y s i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m — 1 9 , 2 0 , 
2 1 , 2 3 , 3 7 , 7 4 , 8 2 

Stammler, Rudolf ( 1 8 5 6 - 1 9 3 9 ) ; 
G e r m a n j u r i s t a n d n e o - K a n t i a n 
— 5 5 , 8 3 - 8 5 , 87 

Stanley, Henry Morton ( o r i g . 
John Rowlands [ 1 8 4 1 - 1 9 0 4 ] ) ; 
B r i t i s h g e o g r a p h e r a n d t r a v e l ­
l e r , e x p l o r e r o f A f r i c a — 4 3 

Steinen, Karl von den ( 1 8 5 5 -

1 1 7 



1 9 2 9 ) : G e r m a n e t h n o g r a p h e r 
a n d t r a v e l l e r — 4 8 , 5 0 , 5 1 

Struve, Pyotr Bernhardovich 
( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 4 4 ) : R u s s i a n b o u r g e o i s 
e c o n o m i s t a n d p u b l i c i s t ; 
" l e g a l " M a r x i s t i n t h e n i n e t i e s , 
t h e n C a d e t , a n d , a f t e r t h e O c ­
t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n , m o n a r c h i s t 
e m i g r e — 8 4 

T 
T a i n e , Hippolyte Adolphe ( 1 8 2 8 -

1 8 9 3 ) : F r e n c h l i t e r a r y a n d a r t 
c r i t i c , p h i l o s o p h e r a n d h i s t o ­
r i a n — 7 3 

7 h a l e s ( c . 6 4 0 - c . 5 4 6 B . C . ) : G r e e k 
m a t e r i a l i s t p h i l o s o p h e r , b o r n i n 
M i l e t u s — 6 8 

T h i e r r y , Augustin ( 1 7 9 5 - 1 8 5 6 ) : 
F r e n c h b o u r g e o i s h i s t o r i a n , 
i d e o l o g i s t o f t h e l i b e r a l b o u r ­
g e o i s i e — 6 7 

Thomas Aquinas ( 1 2 2 5 - 1 2 7 4 ) : 
i m p o r t a n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f 
m e d i a e v a l s c h o l a s t i c i s m — 1 2 

Tiersot, Jean-Baptiste J u l i e n 
( 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 3 6 ) : F r e n c h m u s i c o l o g ­
i s t o f d e m o c r a t i c t r e n d , a u t h o r 
o f w o r k s o n B e r l i o z , G l u c k , 
e t c . — 7 2 

Trendelenburg, F r i e d r i c h A d o l f 
( 1 8 0 2 - 1 8 7 2 ) : G e r m a n i d e a l i s t 
a n d e c l e c t i c p h i l o s o p h e r , w h o 
s h a r p l y c r i t i c i s e d H e g e l ' s d i a ­
l e c t i c a l m e t h o d — 9 0 

T u r a t i , F i l i p p o ( 1 8 5 7 - 1 9 3 2 ) : I t a ­
l i a n s o c i a l - r e f o r m i s t p o l i t i c i a n 
— 12 

Tylor, E d w a r d B u r n e t t ( 1 8 3 2 -
1 9 1 7 ) : B r i t i s h i n v e s t i g a t o r o f 
p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y — 2 6 

U 

Vberweg, F r i e d r i c h ( 1 8 2 6 - 1 8 7 1 ) : 
G e r m a n b o u r g e o i s h i s t o r i a n o f 

p h i l o s o p h y a n d p s y c h o l o g i s t — 
9 0 , 9 1 , 9 2 , 9 3 , 9 6 , 9 7 , 9 8 

V 

V a c c a r o , M i c h e l a n g e l o ( 1 8 5 4 -
1 9 3 7 ) : I t a l i a n b o u r g e o i s s o c i o l ­
o g i s t — 4 6 

W 

W a i l z , Theodor ( 1 8 2 1 - 1 8 6 4 ) : 
G e r m a n a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , p h i l o s ­
o p h e r a n d t e a c h e r — 3 9 , 4 3 

Wallaschek, R i c h a r d ( 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 1 7 ) : 
A u s t r i a n e x p e r t o n l i n g u i s ­
t i c s a n d m u s i c a l e t h n o l o g y , 
i n v e s t i g a t o r o f p r i m i t i v e 
a r t — 5 0 , 5 1 

X 

X e n o p h a n e s ( c . 5 7 0 - c . 4 8 0 B . C . ) : 
G r e e k p h i l o s o p h e r a n d p o e t — 
6 5 

Z 

Zeno of E l e a ( f l . c. 4 7 5 B . C . ) : 
G r e e k p h i l o s o p h e r o f E l e a n 
s c h o o l — 9 1 

Zhitlovsky, C h a i m losifovick 
( w r o t e u n d e r p e n - n a m e o f N . G . 
[ 1 8 6 5 - 1 9 4 3 ] ) : N a r o d n i k , a c t i v e 
i n t h e J e w i s h n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e ­
m e n t , t h e o r e t i c i a n o f S o c i a l i s t -
R e v o l u t i o n a r y P a r t y — 9 1 , 9 3 , 
9 6 , 9 7 

Zhukovsky, N i k o l a i I v a n o v i c k 
( 1 8 3 3 - 1 8 9 5 ) : R u s s i a n r e v o l u ­
t i o n a r y s u p p o r t e r o f B a k u n i n , . 
i d e o l o g i s t o f a n a r c h i s m — 9 2 

T O T H E R E A D E R 

P r o g r e s s P u b l i s h e r s w o u l d b e g l a d t o h a v e 
y o u r o p i n i o n o f t h e t r a n s l a t i o n a n d t h e d e s i g n 
o f t h i s b o o k . 

P l e a s e s e n d a l l y o u r c o m m e n t s t o 2 1 , 
Z u b o v s k y B o u l e v a r d , M o s c o w , U . S . S . R . 





Plekhonov • 
Fundomentol Problems 
of Morxism ^op 

85315 317 5 


	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf
	img020.pdf
	img021.pdf
	img022.pdf
	img023.pdf
	img024.pdf
	img025.pdf
	img026.pdf
	img027.pdf
	img028.pdf
	img029.pdf
	img030.pdf
	img031.pdf
	img032.pdf
	img033.pdf
	img034.pdf
	img035.pdf
	img036.pdf
	img037.pdf
	img038.pdf
	img039.pdf
	img040.pdf
	img041.pdf
	img042.pdf
	img043.pdf
	img044.pdf
	img045.pdf
	img046.pdf
	img047.pdf
	img048.pdf
	img049.pdf
	img050.pdf
	img051.pdf
	img052.pdf
	img053.pdf
	img054.pdf
	img055.pdf
	img056.pdf
	img057.pdf
	img058.pdf
	img059.pdf
	img060.pdf
	img061.pdf
	img062.pdf
	img063.pdf

