"BLACK DWARF" TATKS WIITL TRASH,

Tn its issue of 26 Wovember, 196C "2lack Dwerf" used up two full
rages of space in a vicious, slanderous and non-politicel sttack

o the African National Congress of South Africa. The attack wos ir
i form of a sGatement by ceserters from the ANC, which received
#ide publicity in the white press an’ police literature within
south Africa itself, quite some months azo. It chouls be said that
"3lack Dwarf" mneither bothered to check the validitr of the alle-
zetions contained in the document they heve oublished with the

4XC office in London nor with Ghe cuerrillas who have participated
in the actuasl fighting in Zimbabwe. Some of these heroic fizhters
are available and can be interviewed. he meberial is now publi-
sihed by "Black Dwarf" as reoresentin- their own view of the
“outhern Africa situation. It is not surprising that "Black Dwari"
should have acted in this manner. Cver znd over azain people who
tae up ultre-left '"revolutionary" positions eventually find
themselves teking up right-wing and reactionary attitudes which
were their recl home in the first place. So it is with "Black
Dwarf" . They hove now bscome the vlatform for richt-wing,
reactionary police propaganda smonsored by the South African regime
cud They expect to be regarded as "revolulionaries" .

Lversince the ZAYU-4:C forces jointly launched guerrilla strugole
against the Tan Smith and Vorster regimes of white supremascy, there
has been a steadily mounting propaganda campaisn against these
movenents by the eaemy. The spearhead of the campaien has been
tadio South Africa whose brozdcasts now reach all narts of the
world. But in addition to Radio Zouth Africa theré has boen a spate
of material in the white press in South Africs and in the irperialisy
newspepers in Britein and elsewhere. he object of this greatly
intensified campaign lLas been to nroduce maximum disunity both
withia and between movements; to denisrate the movement; to halt
the steady growth of the guerrilla movement in Southern Africea; to
win African independent states to the viewpoint of the white supre-
macists.

At Tfirst the cempsign took the form of interviews ond stabements

by leading figures in the security police and the South African
government. Such people as liajor Verster(head of the Security
folice), Muller(the [linister of Police) end others geve the Radio
cnd fress informetion allegedly obtained by their intelligence ser-
vices and this was salasaed. Later corresnondents such as Aida

: erker, J.H. Serfontein, Vermask( reporters for the South African
wnite press) and others wrote "exrosures" of the troubles faced by
vhe liberation movemento. Some of these have apncared in lengthy
«rficles in the British press, especieslly this year.

1t soon becuome clear that the people could hordly be expected to
mive any credence to propag«ndc put out by the white press, Radio
wsouth Africa, and the orgsns of the imperialist press overseas. It
is then that cfforts were mude to try and get people from within
she movements to"desert" and then get them to denounce the revo-
lutionury strugzle. Money and scholarshins were offered to in-
cxperienced and youny members of the liberation movements by a



Church orgenisation with CIA links. All deserters were encouraged
Lo proceed to liairobi where they were promised a monthly salary,
frce food <nd accomodation whilst they wuiced for schol. rships to
be arrgnzed. The fact that deserfters were urged to make for airobi
i3, of course, no accident.

=5 &lways happens in these cases the imperialists were not going
t0 Day selaries or arransge scholarships until "deserters" had been
saucezed dry of propagaands notential. Suddenly = series of state-
ments hostile to liberation movements streamed out of Jairobi. In-
variably each statement from some turncoat in Yairobi was promptly
confirmed by Major Verster of the Couth African police as being
"true" . ;

It is one such statement that has now sppeared rather helatedly
in the columns of "Black Dwarf" .

the statement first appeared in the Johannesburg Sundey Times of
6/7/1969 as a report by the notorious J.7. Serfortoin who madc
his usuel check with the security police wiho 2s usual "confirmed"
the"truth" of the allegations. Subsecuently obther enemy newspzpers,
including the o.4.:..7, megezine, which is the officicl orzzn of
the South African police, »ublished the story. Some imperislist
newspapers who would normally love to publisch enythins hostile to
che ANC refrzined from teking up this story becsuse it weas obvi-
ously a crude and lying documeab bthat they feared it would blow up
in their faces.

Ifhe authors of the documcnt, who are four in number :nd not two

as stated in "Black Dwarf" sisned the2ir nsmes ond thesec appeared

in the story =s publislhed in “he Sundcy Times (Jonennesburz) and
other newspapers. In the circumstznces che reticence of "3lack
Dwarf" to publish the names that appear on the statement ibself

is very peculiar (o say the east. In fact we suspect that "Black
Dwarf" deliberatcly omitted to publish thenemes of: the wuthors

of the document because everyhody would have immedizately recogni-
sod Thav thesc are reunssades .nd cowerdly desersers ‘who had long
-led to the safety of tzirobi ond werc nowhere near the balllefield.

%e heve alrecdy stated that ths document is non-politicasl, that is,
there is not s sinile criticism dircchted at the orogramme, ideo-
logy, milibary concepts or forei~a policy of she AC. The
"eriticism" tekes the foru of & scries of lias end allemations of
& slenderous, versiualised, anC more often then not, of a sweepinz
varievy. -

tormally we would noi bother even o desl with the sewersse
oozing out of the pens of cowardly deserters. 3ut we will examine
some ofthe mein alletavions mcode by these troitors mercly for the
seke of readers of "Black Dwarf" who asincerely wish to kunow the
viewpoint of Gthe African vabtional Congress.
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The stetement claims that "meny of the'leaders' hsve cuite con-
sciously betrsyed this struzgle. For them the libersbion armies
composed of African frezdom fishtcrs have heccme en industry that
sroduces moncy for their private coffers”.

Absolutely no fact is produced o supnort this slleg
nade beczuse it iz easy bo allezge misuse of funds ag

stion which is
) CRAIES
ment znd its lsadership.

2inet =ny move-

According to the statement guerrillas "onposed to the A¥C leaders"
were sent to Zimbabwe where they were avbushaé by the fascist mili-
tia nd wore killed or "surrendered” . The stetenent exnlains that
the guerrillss were ermed with weanons for'"convention:l warfere i.e.
big arms instcad of lizht srms wivich are suitable for muerrillsa
warfare". It is seid that thoy were sent "amonnst & people whose
langueges they haed not been tauzhb to smeak" and so on and so forth.
411 this is czbsolute nonssnse which "3lack Dwarf" did not even necd
to verify. If they cleim 5o be well-informed on Southern Africa
they should heave known all that reelly hanpened two years ago when
the Wenkie campaisas occurred znd not from statements issued by co-
wurdly desertors who not only havs not bsen involved in any fighting
in their lives, but were in bairobi at criticel points in those
svents. we can only sssumz thet "Black Dwarf" wents to belicve any-
thing it is told whose effect iz hostility to the ARC ond ZAPU.

The facts are. that the Wankie campsigns arc the oncs that resulted
in che heaviest casualties suffersd by the white =ettlars in South-
ern Africa sincec 1796. In the Cctober, 196C issuc of the fAmerican
suarterly "Foreirn affairs" Qusscll Werren Howe writegs

"Fizld renorts show that Rhodesisn losscs zgre hi~her

than those of the rucerrillas - althou~i the Smith

rezimc helps to conccal this fact by conducbin-

militery funerwuls at nicht, by cordoning off roads

whzen mortuszry convoys pase ond by the orthodox lies

of war".

Tan Smith and his tobberinz resimz appealed for hzlp to 3outh Africs
‘which resdily iutervened with thoussnds of troops ond plenes. ‘he
campaigas covered miny guerrilla cngagencnts which went on for
months. Some lsading courades in our movements fell in these cam-
poigns but meny continue to firht to this deay; meny ~monr those who
fouzht ere with us und particinated in the recent cultural festival
in Algeria =nd this izcludes commsnders of the campaign.

The rcmarks in the stobtement cbout the equipment carried by the
~ucrrillus cre mceningless. What is meant by "bipg arms" ? Have wea-
pons no names anymore: If the cuthors were enywhere necar the front
they would know what these weapons were. Cr con znybody seriously
cuggest thalb the gucrrilles wsere havineg strapped over their shoulders
such wecpons os howitzors, hoavy mortars, hesvy machine guns? Those
arc the big wecpons. If "Black Dwarf" knew enythirg about ruerrilla
warfsre they would heve scen throuzh this lie. During the Wonkie
onerations, for instence, some of the guerrill~s marched all the

way into 3outh Africa. Could they have done so if they were carrying
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neavy wezpons ? After the fierce fizhiting which raged over aslaree
part of Zimbesbwe sfter Auﬁukb, 1€ o?, the imperizlist press both

in this country cnd in South Africa were compelled to zdmit that
Vh; firhting in Zimbodwe was no mere window-dressin~ or "fiasco" .
Here we shell merely ouote a« few of those statemenbts from nows—
,dﬂ :rs which ere, to say the least, hostile to the armed revolu-
tionary strugssgle of our people led by the AUC,

1) ZLondon Sundey lelezrzph of the 22/7/1962:

"They(zuerrillas) are well-zrmzd with such we apons
as the highly efficient Chinesc hal(ShnlkOV

A.X. 47 automatic rifle. They carry modecrn sre-
nades ¢né lsnd nmines, snd arc "1ulpp.d w1th
powerful redios ... "

o
~—

"The Russica gnti-tank zun is onc: of thc most
powerful wcepons captured ... . The sun cean be
cerried by omnz man and is ceneble of pene-
treting c¢ight inches of steel".

Z) Johznnesburg sundey Times of the 28/8/1977:

"Phey(guerrilles) éerried the bust cnuiamant
and show:d The presbest fighting obility of
any Gerrorists who h-v. crossed the border™.

It is true that most of bthae suthors of the docum:nt do not spcak
the African lan~uages spotecn in Zimbebwe or zny iAfrican longuage
for thot watter. Pubt we can essure the editors of "3liock Dwarf!
that Ghe mejority of Africens iu South ifrica do not nzed to be
teuzht the lanzuages spoken in the terrsin of the Wankie camnalgns.
LHSY AlllesaDY 08 TN, If "Bleck Dwarf" knew cnything sbout the
situetion in Southern Afpics, they would have Ynown that ths lan-
[Uese noppa in this &rgs/"Sindcbale" which is directly rclated to
Lthe iguni lenguzze-groups of Jouth ifrica, such ws Zulu, Xhosa,
owezi, Shangauc cbc. 4As eve roody knows somcthing likse ninenty ncer
ceat of the ifricens in th. urben .erccs of South Africa speak Zulu.

Instecad of givine space to ill-informed slandcrs sboubt the Wankie
opcrations, "lack Dworf" ouzht to have given space to those who
quUdlly fought in the tlrrlxz battles in Zimbabwe to decscribe
what happened. If you mnpt the men who fouxht in thess battles -
«end there vre quitve a fow battle-seasoncd who heve survived so
thot they can fight agein - you arc sbsolutely impress:d by their
hish morile and bnc deteruinction to go bock to the front. In an
lnt crview in the "Guardizn' of the 10/7/1¢TJ =n unidentified AIC
sucrrill: who had bccn involved in the firhtinzg recalls:

"Morzle is very hizh in my plstoon. We have scen that

white soldizrs arc daesperate men".

Tz euthors of this Cocument cl:im thot "Ghe .ntire lezdership of

the A7C is ibsclf not prepared to ot back to Southern Africe end pe
~mongst the fighting mosses .. "
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'hc-whole world knmows tThat some of the very top lecders of the
ifricun liational Congress came out for military treining end went
oack to South ALfrica. There is Telson Mandela wuo, in the Rivonie
trial, stetced that he hod undergone militery treining. 'le went back
and is now on itobben Island. There is Raymond Thlaba, Wilton lMkwayi,
Jo¢ {rgabi, Andrew Mlan=ini =znd m-ny others who traincd outside
south aAfrica, weat back cud worked zmong the messes. Unfortunately
ost of these werce later arrested :nd now serving loag-term
scunbences on iobbeon I sland.

buring the Wenkie campaizn somc of the top militory commanders of
AU and AnC scbuelly »orbticipated in the fichting. The Wankie cam-
naign guerrilla detachmint was led by John Dube of ZAFU who is a
mcmber of the militery hoadruertors of ZAPU sucrrillas. John Dube
wns chosen to lecad the group beccuse he wes born nd brought up in
the area of thc WJenkie onerations. Trom ths AEC side, ths Chief of
Staff of Umkhonto #e 3Bizwe(thce AYC military wing), Mngarwona lijojo
“ought in thcse operacions.

5 in Zimbabwe, we
omredc Fatrick Molwo,
t of the APMPC Youth

In the Xastern l'ront of our gucrrilla operet
resret to sey that onc of our top leaders, C
nopularly known os Fat, who weas the Fresi
Lhoague, died heroically in cebion.

ccording to the statcment, the AiC received both mneterinl and fi-
noncial zid the world over. This is indeed news to the AMC. The
truth of the matter is thet in the whole universc therc are less
than & dozen countries giving moncy :néd material aid to the growinzy
struggle in Southern Africa. Like all guerrilla movements, ZAPU and
£:C are strugzling under very difficult conditions to conduct a
fizht ageinst highly armed «nd ccuipped =zovernments with vest re-
sources. If "Black Dwarf" and thosc who wrote this statcment know
of countrics or orgcnisations which have given aid to the ANC they
are at libcrty to neamc chem. We do not know of =ny that gave .id

a5 a result of the Wenkic cempai~ns.

The post of "Vice-Przsident" does nobt cxist in the A¥C and therefor.
it is not clcor who was televised in somc country in Zurope skiing
and eddressing student rallics.

0
The next serics of allegations rclate/ "asscults, maiminz, murders
:nd repes" practiscd by the AC lcadership agoinst guerrillas. It
is not clear what the purmosc of zll this would be for any move-
ment cndeavouring to orgonise a revolutionary strugzglas. One after
cnothcr the szllegations follow without a tittle of cVvidence being
yroduced in support. For instance, thc stotemcnt talks of & "strong-
crm group" composod of Lumumbe Instibute zroductes who are o
"breek others spiritually, mentally and physiczlly". Therc are lecss
then half-a-dozen graductcs of Lumumba Institute among the guerri-
1lss @nd these have never met or seen any of the cuthors of this
document. Ilow this hendful could ill-trest regiments of trazined
ruerrillas is beyond comprchension.

I'n any evenbt the effecet of these @llegations would be that the
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tNC guerrillcs consist of battalions of starved, rtocd, phjSlpalAJ ,
nd mbntally wrecked men and wonmen: The rema 1ndur arc those who
iove been murdered! Arc the authors of this document gnd thosc who
iblish it as represcnting the truth really scricus? We wc11ld state

tegorically that thce ANC guerrillas arc among the most highly
trcincd and the toughest fighkters you can get anywhere. This hss

¢n proved on tuce field. And it is as wcll To corrcct ouc othe
~LGotenent by the wuthors of this document. Mo AUC guerrilla has
¢rer surrendcrced to the white soldicrs! Some have becn captured
after their ammunition ron out, during bsttle.

This slandcrous decument ref'“° to rzlatives of "leaders" zmong

the gucrrillas onc of whom has been identificd z2s the son of the
Trcasurcr-General of the ANC. wc are now surpr riscd that for once
the authors gave us some nccons of identifying tha subjcct of their
2lle vaulon The truth is thot this heppens to be the only relative
of a top lucdgr of the AUC who was & member of the gucrrillas. It
ig th srefore not understood who the nirces, nephews, sons and

doughters referrcd to are?

uite rightly the document spezks of the children of somc of the
lecaders who are gencrally boelow the aze of twelve end c-n hardly
b found in universitics all over the world. Thore is a limit o
the number of children whom cven leaders con have. Wiy docs the
cocument identify once rclative and then make a sweepingg allegation
suguesting widospread ncpotism? It can only be malice.

Tor a moment it scemed that th. document woull berin, at least, to
discuss politics when referrinz to the so-celled "Moscow Line". It
sas not to be. This has also been pulled in to find some mcans to
ittack and discredit the lccodership. The cuthors clso hope oppor-
tunistically, like meny others, to exnloit the difficultics thet
ve arisen in the znti-imperialist movement os 2 result of dif-
.rences between China and the Sovigt Union, The African Natio nal
regs 1s a nationsl movement of the oppresazcd peopl: of South
ifrica having within its ranks peoplc of diffcring ideologicel
stands. The ANC has hod long links with China and many of the suer-
“LLlm and their lecuding cadres wore trained in China. The allcga-
ion of discrimination cgeinst comradcs trained in China is «
b'l tent 1ic. But the purposg,is plain., It is to try ond gain the
support for this docuncnt of those who support the vicwnoint of
the Chinzse in the so-c=lled Sino-Soviet disputc. Is this not per-
“_-s the trap into which "Black Dwarf" fcll in so rcadily acce-
ting the rele of platform for this document? Why should the leader-
hlp scénd any of its supportcers for traininm to China and Then
discrimin.te against thom when they return? The thing just docs
not meke sensc,

4s fer as the imperielist are ccnc"rncd cheir propag.nda for at
lcast twenty yzars hes becn thet the AFC is 2'"tool of Moscow'.
Many of our people have suffoercd imprisonmcnt on the besis of this
allegation. In thoe current propagands compairn ~gainst the ANC
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th¥s hoary o0ld wives telc is being utiliscd a great desl, Fow it is
beiug dragged out by descrters and traitors vo the movement on the

ordcrs of their masters in the West.

Thc document specks of tribalism ond tho authors pretend they know
something about this subject. What they have produced iz nothing

but a story acimed agoinst the leadcrship. There are fow movements
who have fought tribclism os hzrd as the AC and we do not necd
lessons from enyong. o doubt this is the problem that faces znd is
soing to facc our moviments cnd countrics for z long timc. The cnc-
my has rcaliscd the potuncy of cncourcging tribalism as a means

cf brcaking down unity emong the oppresscd pecople. The record of the

~

£°C in this pecrticuler issuc is o mabtter of pridc in our country.

In their "story" the zuthors of this document obviously are confu-
s2d about the stete of effairs bubt then for them it does not matter
whcther the feets are corrcet. The mein thing is So get some alle-
tetion in, The mejority of the pcoplc in the camp tThe zuthors

st.-ok of were ncever from the Cape Provincc, It is interestingthat
th. only ncmes mcntionced in the documcat of leaders allegedly re-
sponsible for the numcrous allegations arc nol from the Cape
Province cithesr. We arc not ~oings Lo conduct 2 tribal count for

the bencfit of the cnemics. But ong thing is clesr. Somaone who

ig ccrtoinly non-African must have tricd to tell the authors of this
dccument somcthing about tribzlism in the AVC and they hove Just
taken it over parrot-fashion, for purposcs of slonderous allegations.

The authors of thie document left fHairobi on Belgisn trovel Gocu-
im:nts and procecdzd to 2Prussels. There they drafted this document
with the help of certain groups. Cnc of them arrived in London and
made straight for the housc of a well-known journclist with anti-
ABC vicws. The journcliab concerncd susrastced that the document be
duplicoted in large numbers ond distributed but wos not preperzd to
usc it for his ncwspapcr! Th. ideca was thet this document was usc--
ful only in that it threw a lot of mud against the ANC =nd some of
it would stick, especially in the minds of thosc who for som.
rcason disliked the liberation movement in JSouth Africa.

At the Morogoro confcrence of the ANC in April this ycar, meny of
the problems nd difficultics confrontiag the liberation movement
in Southern Africa werce discusscd scriously and with responeibility.
Many of the particip:nts were men who h.d fought ot Wenkic in Zim-
bebwe 2nd clscwhere. Others woere veterins of the strusgle in South
ATrica for the last forty years and whom suddenly the authors of
this document want to cover with dirt #nd slonder, The confercace
analysed snd sumncd up the tesks facing the movemont in the era of
asrimed revolution and laid bthe bosis for the intencificotion of the
armcd sbrugglce. The African Yationcl Congrees, like any serious
rcvolutionary organisation, hrs problems but thec. cre tackled in &
responcible, serious ~nd heonest manner. This wes the prcctice when
the movement opereted lemelly in Bouth Africa ¢cnd continues to be
the case even when we face the scrious problem of operating under-
~round.,
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The African National Congress and its leadership has been truly
tried and tested in the struggle., Our organisation has an un-
impeachable record of struggle of over 5 decades against the racist
tyranny and oppression of our pconle by successive South African
white governmments. Our organisation fearlessly wielded all possible
weapons of peaceful struggle and forged unity among the African
people as well as other revolutionaries belonging o the national
minorities,

And when the time arrived to meet brute force of the present

south African police state, our organisation ncither hesitated nor
shacked ivs duty. Some of our best cadres have already sacrificed
Ttheir lives in the course of the struggle. We arc truly proud of
the heroic exploits of our young guerrilla army.

In the tough, hard and titanic armed revolution we have cmbarked
upon, we know that the enemy is pledged ©to use the foulest of
tactics against our movement. In his arsenal of psychological
warfare, the enemy scrapes the bottom of the barrel to hurl filth,
slander and lies at us.

The aim of the capitalist ane imperialist ncwspapers such as the
Johannesburg Sunday Times and scores of others in publishing all

manner of slander against the African National Congress is obvious

o

they seek to sabotaze our revolution.

x s
By publishing the testimony of cowardly deserters ""Black Dwarf"
cast itself in a miserable role of being a fading carbon copy of
the propagonda tracts of the enemy. They can only win the doubt-
ful honour of being & small, junior and dwarfish partner in a
counter-revolutionary conspiracy that is doomed to failure.

Issved by: ATRICAN NATIONAL CQNGRESS YOUTH & STUD.NTS CECTION,
49 Rathbone Street, London, W. 1. (December 1, 1969.
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