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The international situation is becoming ever more complicated. In saying this I have in mind that 

the situation is not tranquil either for capitalism or for the revolutionaries. Capitalism is in a great 

fever, in crisis. 

 

In my opinion, we Marxist-Leninists, the working class, the revolutionaries and ordinary 

progressive people in the world must take greater efforts to increase the superiority of the forces of 

the revolution. Why? Because capitalism, which is experiencing great disturbances at present 

possesses powerful means and has developed diverse modes of government, action, sabotage and 

disruption which hinder the advance of the revolution. 

 

I think that our Marxist-Leninist parties and the progressive elements ought to look at this situation 

realistically and, on the basis of the theory of Marx and Lenin, find such means and forms od 

struggle that will turn the situation in favour of the revolution. This requires the creation of new 

Marxist-Leninist parties and the strengthening of the existing ones, of course, adhering firmly to the 

teachings of Marx and Lenin. They alone are able to make detailed analyses of the situation in the 

country, the ratio of classes, the strength of the working class, its strong and weak points, as well as 

the forms and methods which the bourgeoisie employs to subjugate the workers and the people.  

Such a study will serve each party, in its specific conditions, for struggle, for action, and not for 

sterile discussions which do not bring the liberation of the working class or the country, but, on the 

contrary, bring disruption and subjugation. 

 

Let us not forget that while capitalism and the various parties in its service are in deep crisis, they 

are struggling to find forms, ways and expedients to befuddle and confuse the Marxist-Leninists 

who stand at the head of the working class, so that they will not manage to make the class conscious 

of the need to take action and capitalism and its parties will be able to split it while keeping it under 

their rule. The clear Marxist-Leninist ideas absolutely must be combined with actions, we cannot 

proceed from the idea that actions should be carried out only when the forces of the party are great, 

or capable of confronting the military machine of imperialism. But this should not be taken to mean 

that now the communists must hurl themselves into adventurous actions. Avoiding adventurism 

should not prevent us communists from acting in a Marxist-Leninist way. 

 

Naturally, our actions must be well calculated. We must foresee the dangers threatening us and the 

possibilities of victory and always bear in mind that the revolution will have its zigzags. One thing 

must be clear to all, that the lofty reputation of the communist and the genuine Marxist-Leninist 

party cannot be earned by tailing behind the situation and remaining at the stage of sterile 

discussions, without becoming a real example for the working class and the other revolutionaries 

who want to fight against capital. 

 

In thoughts and in actions, the place of the Marxist-Leninist parties is always in the vanguard. And 

if thoughts are to be combined with actions, we must not go into battle alone, but at the head of the 

working class and its allies. In order to go into battle together with them it is necessary to penetrate 

into the ranks and become one with them. It must be said, however, that in this direction unclear 

views, hesitation, fear and lack of perspective still exists. 

 

Therefore, the task devolves upon us, Marxist-Leninists, to make good these shortcomings. In order 

to achieve this we must have a thorough understanding of the situation, know the forms, methods, 

ways and mechanisms which imperialism and capitalism use today to remain alive. They do not 



readily down the weapons with which they intimidate and oppress the peoples. Then, apart from 

weapons, they also use policy, diplomacy and demagogy. We must cope with all these weapons of 

the enemy without underestimating them, but at the same time, without overestimating them. If we 

can find the weak points in the strength, thought and actions of the enemy, then we shall more easily 

find the course we must pursue in our struggle and the most appropriate forms and methods for this 

struggle. 

 

We have to realize that present-day imperialism and capitalism have adopted new forms of 

oppression and exploitation which, in essence, do not differ from the forms of the old colonialism. 

At present the metropolises are applying these forms, which we call neo-colonialist in all those 

countries which were their colonies in the past, that is, the countries of Africa, Asia, Latin America 

and other countries formerly under their military occupation, in which to this day they continue to 

exploit the sweat and blood of the peoples. 

 

This military occupation had the structure and superstructure of the monopoly capitalism of the 

metropolises, had the same method of exploitation that was used against the people of the 

metropolis, but in a more savage form. The colonies were the prey of capitalism which oppressed 

the peoples in the most merciless ways, without hindrance. 

 

After the Second World War colonialism assumed new forms. Many countries, with the exception 

of the few remaining colonies, are called “free”, “sovereign”, “democratic”, or what you will. 

Naturally, an “independent” capitalist system has been established in those countries, but they are 

always dependent on the big capitalist countries. 

 

Our Party and the Marxist-Leninists everywhere in the world must make clear to the working class 

and the people of their own countries that we ought to exploit the existing revolutionary situation to 

the full, not only by undertaking political and ideological actions, but also by striking blows when 

the conditions have matured and when the oppression has become intolerable, and as the people 

themselves say: “Each must defend himself!” We must explain clearly to people so that they 

understand that neo-colonialism applies the forms of domination, exploitation and oppression which 

it uses today not only in the countries in which colonialism and the capitalist monopolies reigned 

previously, that is in the colonies, but also in the metropolises themselves. 

 

In the metropolises, the working class, students and progressive working people have been and are 

subject to twofold oppression: that of internal capital, on the one hand, and that of foreign 

monopoly capital, on the other; they live under the terrible pressure of local monopolies and 

multinational companies. This is the new characteristic of capitalist society and its highest stage, 

imperialism, which is quite indiscriminate in regard to its oppression of peoples and the extraction 

of huge profits from their sweat and blood, both within the metropolises and outside them. Capital 

has become international, without a homeland. 

 

Thus, the group of international monopolist makes no distinction between peoples and states, 

provided that the profits are great. Thus, the monopolies and the multinational companies recognize 

neither the freedom, independence, nor the sovereignty of the peoples, which for them are only 

formal. In this feverish activity they have made common cause with one another in order to share in 

the profits. But in capitalism the law of the jungle prevails in every direction: the great fish eat the 

small. This law prevails also in the division of profits. 

 

Our Marxist-Leninist parties and revolutionaries are aware that the people living in the developed 

capitalist countries are more favoured than those of the former colonial or neocolonial countries. It 

is an indisputable fact that the people are exploited more in in the neocolonialist countries where the 

big joint companies invest their capital. The actions of capital on the workers in the metropolises 



are somewhat less burdensome than in other countries, but the aim is the same. 

 

Of course, in the various countries of the so-called third world, or non-aligned world, there are very 

weak points for big and local capital, but there are weak points, also, for the working class and the 

revolutionary elements, because of their political and ideological backwardness. Therefore, in order 

to ensure its financial, commercial and military potential, big capital is strengthening the local 

capitalist cliques in power day by day in order to keep their peoples in subjection, darkness and 

ignorance and to drown in blood any attempt at uprising by the people or interference by rival 

foreign capital in those countries. 

 

The time has come when the mentality of the working class in the developed countries, one of the 

main obstacles of the revolution is the trade-unions which have been transformed into tools of the 

bourgeoisie to restrain movements of the working class. The owning class and their agents, one of 

which is the worker aristocracy which is bound to the various parties of social-democracy and 

modern revisionism, make the law in the unions. 

 

The social democratic parties and the parties of modern revisionism are reformist parties, opposed 

to the revolution and for the defence of capital, for reforms of the structure and for a corrupted anti-

proletarian superstructure, in order to undermine any revolutionary sentiment and action. Just like 

the parties of social-democracy which were exposed by Marx and Lenin long ago as lackeys of the 

bourgeoisie and preparers of the terrain for imperialism, the present-day revisionists are precisely 

those elements who come to the direct aid of ageing social-democracy against socialist society, in 

order to quell the uprising of the working class and the peoples, the revolution. 

 

Therefore, the trade-unions in the capitalist countries must be considered as tools of the parties of 

capital and must be fought as such, but without hurting or damaging the unity of the working class.  

 

In my opinion the trade-unions in the capitalist countries will play a major role only if their 

dependence on parties of the bourgeoisie, whether social-democratic or revisionist, is broken and 

only if the influence of the worker aristocracy in them is totally eradicated. In other words, the 

unions will be placed in the service of the working class only if true representatives of that class, 

educated with the Marxist-Leninist ideology, place themselves at the head of them, mobilize them 

and hurl them into struggle against the state power of capital. Hence, it must be understood that this 

power, with all its forms, means, laws and constitution, has nothing democratic and revolutionary 

about it, as those in its service try to make out. They are the same forms and mechanisms of the old 

capitalist state but dressed up with new elements which respond and are adopted to new situations. 

 

Naturally, the development of the economy, the technical progress in the capitalist countries have 

created overproduction, which has caused the present great crisis, which has become a gangrenous 

wound for capitalism and imperialism. The broad working masses are impoverished and their life is 

becoming ever more difficult, while the profits of the capitalists are increasing, but the capitalists 

sense the danger and are striving continually, every day, to create economic, political and military 

forms and structures which will withstand any possible opposition or revolt on the part of the 

oppressed. 

 

For the time being, in the developed capitalist countries we see this revolt expressed in 

demonstrations, but still peaceful and limited to slogans for economic demands. Such 

manifestations serve capital as an expedient, in order to create among its own parties the impression 

that allegedly the working class and the working people of all categories have complete freedom to 

hold strikes and demonstrations, to make complaints and criticisms, etc. However, as I pointed out 

above, in reality these movements do not have the results that the working-class desires and 

demands, irrespective of the fact that now and again, when such manifestations become widespread, 



the bourgeoisie is obliged to part with a few extra crumbs to placate the anger and threat of the 

working people. 

 

Hence, the working class, with its Marxist-Leninist party at the head, must be capable of 

understanding when the suitable national moment exists to organize and proceed towards the 

uprising. In this direction it is precisely the Marxist-Leninists who must be the most capable, the 

most wide-awake, the best organizers in order to become the subjective factor of the leadership of 

the revolution. In no way should we proceed from the idea that the conditions are not yet ripe for 

the revolution, or that the revolution cannot break out in the developed capitalist countries, 

therefore, we have to wait for it to develop in those states or continents in which the oppression, the 

forms and methods of exploitation are allegedly different from those in the metropolises. The 

working class and the Marxist-Leninist parties of the metropolises ought to give the peoples of 

various countries great aid, should assist their revolutionary movements. The greatest support and 

aid is to make life possible for monopoly capitalism and the foreign capital which collaborates with 

the local capital for the oppression of the peoples in the colonial and neocolonial countries. 

 

The situation in many countries of the world today is like that in Albania in the time of the reign of 

Ahmet Zog who formed a comic opera kingdom, with beys, feudal lords and reactionaries in order 

to oppress, bleed and exploit the Albanian people to the bone. Zog, of course, was penniless. He 

made money when sold the assets of the country to foreigners and when he granted them 

concessions in Albania. The Serbs and Wrangel`s white guard army helped Ahmet Zog to return to 

Albania. Subsequently he became a lackey of the Italian imperialists who, before their military 

occupation of Albania, had, in fact, made it a colony of theirs, or a neo-colony, if we can use the 

current term. Although fascist Italy invested little capital in Albania, it seized all the key positions in 

the economy and the strategic points of the country and prepared its occupation. 

 

Therefore, the Marxist-Leninist parties in the capitalist countries will have to work and struggle 

unrelentingly in order to weaken international monopoly capital, the multinational companies which 

oppress and exploit the peoples, and make life difficult for them so that the people attack wherever 

the links in the capitalist chain are weakest, that is they must rise in insurrection to seize power and 

carry out democratic reforms and then to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat, a socialist 

structure and superstructure. 

 

In various undeveloped capitalist countries today the people are rising in insurrection and 

revolution. We see this in Iran, Nicaragua, Central America, in the struggle of the Palestinians 

against the Americans and Israelis, and to a certain extent, we see it in the still disorganized 

resistance of the Arab countries against the superpowers, which manipulate this resistance in their 

own interests. We see people's movements and uprising in Africa, too. But although the peoples in 

those countries are rising, fighting, and making sacrifices, the elements of the bourgeoisie, united 

with the big capital, are still doing everything they can through numerous tricks and intrigues to 

quell the insurrection, or turn it into a movement in their favour, and in that case, such a movement 

serves merely to eliminate this or that clique from the political scene in order to bring to power 

another more moderate but likewise capitalist clique which operates in agreement with big 

monopoly capital. This happens, of course, because of the political unclarity and the lack of 

organization of the working class. Thus, the anger and hatred of this class, its political-economic 

suffering and that of the poor peasantry are thus exploited in favour of the bourgeoisie. 

 

Hence, we communists must analyse this situation in general and in particular, so that we 

understand it and then act. We analyse the situation in order to understand it, so that we know how 

to act, eventually in order to understand it and allow this difficult situation for the people to 

continue as before. We must not underestimate, the fear of war which big capital has created. It is a 

fact that time after time, when the crisis reaches its climax, partial wars, and perhaps even world 



war, could break out. Only the revolution on the Marxist-Leninist road can prevent, avert, or defeat 

world war. Otherwise, the major contradictions that exist between the superpowers, between 

multinational companies may cause it. 

 

Therefore, since we understand this important problem in this way, we must make every effort to 

defeat the plans and actions which the bourgeoisie and its lackeys are making in preparation for a 

bloody, general war. This can be an insurrection which is led only by the working class which has 

the Marxist-Leninist doctrine as its guide. 

 

The renegade of the Spanish Communist Party, Carillo, preaches transition to socialism through 

reforms. He says we should not change the army of the bourgeoisie, should not even alter its 

ideology, but should introduce elements and cadres of the working class into its ranks and make it a 

defender of its order! And according to Carillo, this order in which the bourgeoisie, the priests, the 

police, and so on, are in power, will allegedly be socialist (!). 

 

Hence, if we think as this traitor does, then we will not be able to undermine the attack force of the 

capitalist bourgeoisie. Therefore, we must not think and act as Carillo advocates, but in order to 

oppose the army of the capitalist bourgeoisie we must organize the people's revolutionary forces 

and make them politically conscious of their great role, make clear to them who are those who 

oppose their actions to attack the state and achieve victory. Such a thing is highly possible. 

We saw that the insurgent people in Iran stood up to the heavily armed forces of the Shah and his 

terrible security force SAVAK. Until that time it was unimaginable that the uprising of the people of 

Iran would be able to cope with an army equipped with the most sophisticated weapons and trained 

by the CIA and American officers. But it happened! Therefore, all Carillo's prattle that we must 

infiltrate the ranks of the bourgeois army allegedly to convince the officer caste and the defenders 

of capital in order to bring them to socialism, is unscrupulous deception. 

 

In this direction the bourgeoisie and capitalism are talking savage measures of suppression. One of 

these measures is the use of terrorism. Terrorism is the preliminary preparation for fascist military 

coups of the bourgeoisie, which, at moments of exacerbation of the class-struggle, when it sees that 

it cannot resists the strength and attack of the people goes on the offensive, launches a coup d´état 

and the fascist military junta takes power. But in order to succeed this has to be prepared, and it is 

clear that this preparation is being done through the organization of gangs and gangsters, who are 

armed and operating, to a greater or lesser extent, in every state, disguised under various 

“communist” and “Marxist” labels like “Brigade Rosse”, etc., precisely to intimidate and confuse 

the broad working masses and justify the fascist coup d´état. These gangsters operate by attacking 

banks, killing people, often attacking directors of big enterprises, taking wealthy people hostage and 

demanding colossal sums for their ransom. They do all this, first of all, to deceive, but also to 

terrorize the working class and the broad working masses. We notice that in these disturbances the 

worker aristocracy and all the social-democratic and revisionist parties do not take any active, 

militant action against terrorism. 

 

Hence, terrorism is the preliminary preparation for fascism to come to power. Through the action of 

these gangsters, the bourgeoisie threatens the working class and gives it to understand that the 

existing order which capitalism has established must be protected, otherwise, with the overthrow of 

this capitalist state ( which itself creates the conditions for the terrorists to thrive and is not afraid 

that they will overthrow it) the workers will lose even those very limited “rights” they have won 

through struggle and sacrifices, in the economic field, in social security, etc. Thus, we see that in the 

demonstrations which are held in the capitalist countries, after each terrorist act, the revisionist or 

social-democratic chiefs and the worker aristocracy, which rules in the trade-unions, cry out against 

terrorism, while it continues to develop at the rapid rate. 

 



The anti-Marxist theoreticians condemn terrorism in the forms in which it manifests itself today, but 

they make no distinction between acts of terrorism and the militant actions towards revolution 

which the working class, led by a Marxist-Leninist party, has to carry out. Being against the 

revolution, they are against any action, and the state power of the bourgeoisie and its social-

democratic and revisionist defenders call any such action, any attempt in this direction, and any 

military organization of the working class, led by the Marxist-Leninist party, a terrorist act. Indeed, 

the revisionists vote in favour of strengthening the police and security organs in order to combat 

terrorism and anarchism. This means allowing the bourgeoisie a free hand to attack any form of 

organization and struggle of the working class and its vanguard to liberate itself from the yoke of 

capitalism. 

 

Therefore, we Marxist-Leninists and the working class must understand this question thoroughly 

and be able to make the distinction, because there is a great difference between Marxist-Leninists 

and anarchists and the terrorists. On the other hand, however, this question should not be taken to 

mean that in order to restrain terrorism, the working class with its vanguard and the progressive 

people should refrain from acting or even from fighting with arms against this state which oppresses 

them, as well as against all terrorist, anarchist and revisionist forms that support this state power of 

the bourgeoisie. If we do not understand this situation correctly, if we equate revolutionary action 

with terrorism and anarchism, then it will be impossible for the revolution, to advance and the 

working class will remain for ever at the mercy of capital, under the oppression of laws of the 

bourgeoisie, and, as a consequence, will tone down all its efforts to liberate itself from bondage. 

Hence, there are certain moments when it is necessary to delve deeper into the meaning which must 

be distinct from the meaning and judgement which the revisionists and the social-democracy want 

to give it in the interests of the monopolies and their state. 

 

At present there are difficulties and dangers for the new Marxist-Leninist parties which emerged 

after the 1960s, and especially for some that were created under the influence of the Chinese 

cultural revolution. In some of these new “Marxist-Leninist” parties, especially in certain countries 

of Europe and Latin-America, their emergence on the scene, the organization and uniting of their 

ranks was done not by sound elements of the working class, but by isolated elements, who had the 

experience of the weak, anti-Marxist, reformist work of revisionist parties. On top of this, these 

parties were formed and developed, so to say, in complete legality, and together with others, many 

elements who posed as Marxist-Leninists but were not such, entered their ranks. 

 

Some leaders of these parties took the problem very lightly, a thing which, naturally, was reflected 

in their work. They considered the breaking away from the revisionist parties as a very important 

act. In fact this really was an important act, but the course they were to follow, the forms and 

methods of organization of their work, especially the political and the organizational line which 

were adopted and applied, were to have greater importance. As was seen, on certain international 

problems and theoretical issues they took more or less correct stands, but still, in some aspects, their 

political line was developed in the same forms as the line of the revisionist parties were unable to 

make a proper judgement of the situations within their own countries and in the international field. 

This was so over major events in the international communist movement, for example, over the 

struggle against Soviet revisionism and, later, in the analyses which should have been made of the 

development of the situation in China, the factional struggle which was developing there and the 

Chinese cultural revolution. In many instances it was clear that they lacked Marxist-Leninist depth 

in their judgements and opinions but had sufficient arrogance to consider their actions as 

indisputable. 

 

In fact, right from the formation of some of these parties it was apparent that among their members 

there were elements who were not properly tempered with the Marxist-Leninist ideas or whose 

mastery of them was superficial and rather for sentimental reasons. For example, many of them 



made no effort to gain a thorough understanding of the major role of the party as the vanguard 

detachment of the working class and of the major difficulties they would encounter in their work 

and struggle in the conditions of savage, oppressive and exploiting capitalist regime, a regime 

hostile, first of all, to Marxist-Leninists. 

 

For these reasons, then, in some of the small parties, right from the start frictions appeared and 

splits occurred, no measures were taken against factionalists, because the leaders and members of 

the party were not properly acquainted with the Leninist-Stalinist organizational forms of the party 

in the dangerous and complicated conditions of their countries. Moreover, they did not foresee that 

reaction would have the activity of the party and its members under permanent surveillance, and 

would infiltrate dubious elements, their agents or wavering sympathizers into their ranks. 

 

Performing our internationalist duty, wherever we had the possibility and contacts with some of 

these parties, we, the Party of Labour of Albania, stressed our experience to them and told them that 

in its whole line, including the problems of its organizational structure, our Party remained loyal to 

Marxism-Leninism, which it did not consider a dogma or a theoretical ornament, but applied it in 

practice with the greatest strictness and seriousness in the difficult conditions of our country, that is, 

in the struggle against the occupiers of the country and the local bourgeoisie which placed itself in 

their service. 

 

Thus, in the organizational field, some of these new Marxist-Leninist parties which broke away 

from the revisionist parties, were organized, so to say, in those same legal forms as the revisionist 

and social-democratic parties, so the entire political and ideological opinion of the country could 

not fail to exert an influence within their ranks. To this day there are members of these parties who 

still think they can militate in legal ways as Marxist-Leninists communists without being disturbed 

by capitalism and its apparatus of oppression. In these circumstances, then, it can hardly be said that 

there exists that sound nucleus, as strong as it could be in conditions of illegality, which is able to 

withstand a sudden attack which reaction is sure to make against the party. 

 

The very dangerous consequences of this work and this practice in some of these parties, especially 

in Europe, became apparent after the exposure of the Communist Party of China and the ideas of 

Mao Zedong. Splits occurred, anti-Marxist ideas and opinions emerged, which in some cases were 

embraced even by their leaders. That explains why some of those small, still unconsolidated parties, 

which began their activity with correct aims on the Marxist-Leninist road and were for 

revolutionary actions, deviated. This is what happened with the Communist (Marxist-Leninist) 

Parties of France, Belgium, Holland, the Scandinavian countries and recently with the Communist 

Party of Italy (Marxist-Leninist), etc. 

 

In short, some of these Marxist-Leninist parties were split because they did not have a proper 

understanding of their role in the revolution, because they did not organize themselves for a fierce 

struggle with organized and armed reaction and the revisionist and social-democratic parties, which 

have long experience and numerous means to combat any opponents who emerge, to fight and 

undermine their work, as the tools of capital they are. 

 

Proceeding from the experience of our Party and country, as well as from the experience of the 

genuine communist parties of the past, I think that the Marxist-Leninist parties must not isolate 

themselves, that is, they must not stand remote from the broad masses of the people, and especially, 

from the working class. In this question, we Marxist-Leninists reason and judge proceeding from 

the fact that the working class in the capitalist countries, or at least the overwhelming bulk of it 

today, is inspired and organized by the parties of social-democracy, the employers and modern 

revisionism in trade-unions manipulated by them, and that the bourgeois state has set up a broad 

network of informers and has brought out a large number of laws in order to implant the bourgeois 



mentality in this working class, to corrupt it ideologically and politically and intimidate it so that it 

does not undertake actions that are dangerous to the capital. Therefore, if the members of the 

Marxist-Leninist parties want to advance, to continue on the course for which the parties were set 

up, they must get into those big groupings of the proletariat, go among the ranks of the democratic 

progressive elements who are against the capitalist regime, against the constitution of the capitalist 

country and economic oppression and exploitation, and against the reactionary ideology which is 

presented in various forms in order to befuddle the minds of the people. 

 

The new Marxist-Leninist parties cannot content themselves merely with the publication of a 

newspaper or magazine, which, naturally, have very limited circulation. These means of propaganda 

have their own importance, but frequently they fail to produce the desired effect among the masses, 

let alone penetrate and organize the work within big groupings of the masses. Both the Marxist-

Leninists norms which organize, temper and make the party coherent and militant, and its 

penetration, organization and struggle inside the unions or other groupings of the working class, are 

matters of great importance for the revolution. The Marxist-Leninist parties, especially in Europe, 

must not remain onlookers behind the barricade on which the working class is fighting. In Latin 

America, many Marxist-Leninist parties newly formed after 1960 militated in illegality and not only 

operated correctly, in general, for their own development and education with the theory of 

Marxism-Leninism, but also accompanied this activity with concrete actions, with attacks through 

strikes and demonstrations setting their militant example. Of course, they also suffered losses 

during these attacks, but the party cannot be consolidated on the revolutionary road, cannot be the 

vanguard of the proletariat and the progressive and revolutionary elements without losses and 

without setting such a militant example. 

 

Of course, legal work must be carried out, but parallel with this work the party must create its 

clandestine force which will direct the legal work. Precisely this force of the party is the soundest, 

most resolute part which will understand the situation thoroughly and correctly and will direct the 

activities. Some new Marxist-Leninist parties did not bear in mind this teaching of Marxism-

Leninism. With their fraudulent propaganda, with allegedly leftist slogans, which in reality were 

reactionary slogans in the service of capital, the parties of the bourgeoisie deceived the working 

class and the revolutionary elements, because, as we know, in all their activity the revisionist parties 

aim to achieve alliances with the bourgeoisie and its parties, contenting themselves with e few 

concessions granted by the bourgeoisie through reforms. These comrades have been satisfied with 

some successes they achieved through demonstrations in the streets and meetings and speeches in 

the squares. But that is not enough to teach the working class how to fight and mount the steps of 

the revolution one by one until the final step, that is, the decisive attack against the apparatus of 

capitalist oppression. 

 

Thinking that in the countries in which they militate the situations are such as to create the 

possibility for their legalization, some parties which now are in illegality have been faced with the 

question: “How should we act?” I think that the legalization of the party is a two-edged sword: it is 

good if the reason for, the forms and the limitations of this legalization are understood, but it is very 

harmful if elements of the bourgeoisie, wavering elements, revisionist elements and agents of the 

reaction penetrate the ranks of the party in legality. In this way the possibility is created for people 

trained for sabotage to infiltrate from the legal part of the party into the part working in illegality. 

While for illegality to serve the party actively, its members must not merely engage in propaganda 

for parliamentary reforms, as the revisionist parties openly linked with reaction do, but must go 

among the masses, work with them and organize them in a revolutionary way, winning them away 

from the influence of capital and its parties. Otherwise, the desired success cannot be achieved. 

 

It is true that that section of the party which emerge in legality will have possibilities to go among 

the broad masses more easily and to organize joint fronts with them against the power of the 



bourgeoisie, to carry on propaganda and influence them in action. But the party must influence 

them in actions not in the revisionist and social-democratic way, because in that case the working 

class will be unable to distinguish between Marxist-Leninists and revisionists and will not be 

incited to actions more advanced than those which social-democracy and modern revisionism have 

taught it. In the contrary, the creation of fronts and the expansion of the influence of that section of 

the party which is legal, closely linked with the other part which is in illegality, must make the 

revolt of the people greater and in this way the revolutionary situations which are created will be 

turned to advantage. It is necessary to know how to utilize the contradictions which exist between 

the internal capital of the country and foreign capital, between the local bourgeoisie and the 

proletariat. This work will consolidate the existence of the party and its militant line, will 

disseminate genuine Marxism-Leninism and will expose revisionism. 

 

It is absolutely essential that the exposures of revisionism and its parties, with their forms, methods 

and policies should be done, although the exposure through newspaper articles and speeches, but 

should be accompanied with actions so that the proletariat will clearly see the distinction between 

its Marxist-Leninist party and the revisionist and social-democratic parties, not just because their 

political and ideological objectives differ, but especially because the party of the proletariat 

struggles to put its objectives into practice and thus, it will strengthen its ranks with such elements 

by admitting them as party members. Only through such work can the Marxist-Leninist parties in 

the capitalist countries be sure that their ranks will be increased with convinced and disciplined 

people, loyal to Marxism-Leninism, prepared for the revolution through violence and not through 

reforms. 

 

It is essential that the members of parties that militate in the capitalist countries understand that they 

are in stern struggle with the bourgeoisie and its repressive apparatus, especially with its parties, 

including the revisionist parties. Therefore, they must be clear and always bear in mind that this 

struggle demands efforts and material and moral sacrifices. 

 

If they do not understand their being members of the party and their work and struggle in its ranks 

in this way, then the party in which they militate can hardly be called a genuine revolutionary party 

but is a revolutionary party only in words. Such a party will fall apart at the first difficult moment, 

indeed it is likely to do so even before such a moment is reached. Even at moments which are 

allegedly peaceful, but which are not and never can be peaceful, hangs together simply because it 

presents no moral, political or material threat to anything. 

 

We Marxist-Leninist parties must work to create the means of propaganda and struggle ourselves, 

without the material aid of anyone, because there is no one who will help is seriously and without 

destructive political motives. 

 

It is impermissible for us Marxist-Leninists to work with the forms and methods of work of the 

permanent bureaucrats of revisionist parties who engage in commercial deals instead of 

revolutionary work. It is our duty to teach the members of the party and the elements of the working 

class they mobilize around themselves to make small sacrifices, while preparing themselves for 

greater sacrifices, up to giving their lives on the fronts of struggle against the bourgeoisie which are 

being waged and will be waged in the future. 

 

In this sense, the objective of the Marxist-Leninist parties which militate in the capitalist countries 

is to be parties of the barricades, parties of the capture of factories, of clashes with the forces of the 

order, and not parties which submit to the laws, regulations and formulas that reaction has created. 

This is logical and lawful, because all the creations of reaction and capital have the objective of the 

suppression of the revolution and the genuine parties have the duty not to obey them, but to attack 

them. In saying this I am not advocating operating in adventurous ways. As I stressed above, we 



must consider where the weak spots are, although, once again, without ideo-politically sound 

organizational activity they cannot be exploited. 

 

The important moments through which the capitalist world is passing at present, the moments of the 

great crisis, are objectively very suitable for launching attacks on capital at its weak points. It is up 

to us Marxist-Leninists to understand these weaknesses thoroughly so that the struggle and the 

resistance are developed both in the developed capitalist countries and in the backward countries. 

The responsibility devolves on the Marxist-Leninist parties of the developed countries to prove 

themselves up to their tasks and set the example for the Marxist-Leninist parties or the 

revolutionary elements of the backward countries. 

 

At present we can say that the working masses and progressive elements in the economically 

backward countries, who suffer the oppression of capital, are more in the forefront, more active, 

more militant than those in the developed capitalist countries and although there are no Marxist-

Leninist parties there, they have proved their superiority by carrying out militant activities against 

the internal oppression and external interference. This shows that the capitalist bourgeoisie in the 

metropolises has great experience in oppression and exploitation and, apparently, even though there 

are Marxist-Leninist parties, people have become accustomed to enduring this oppression and to 

being mislead by the false democracy and freedom advocated by the allegedly democratic parties. 

 

The conclusion emerges that the metropolises continue to oppress the undeveloped, neocolonial 

countries and, logically, that the Marxist-Leninist parties in some oppressor countries are not 

reacting with the revolutionary force required to prevent this oppression. It can be seen that the 

necessary internationalist solidarity with the progressive peoples of continents which are in revolt 

against the double yoke of foreign and local capital does not exist in these countries. This is a major 

problem of capital importance, which must concern all Marxist-Leninists, and in the first place, the 

Marxist-Leninist parties in the countries ruled by capital. 

 

Our party is aware of these problems, has them on the agenda, makes every effort and has 

orientated its whole policy, propaganda and agitation, as well as its own actions, towards 

internationalist aid for the Marxist-Leninist parties and the people's national liberation struggle. At 

this stage, the national liberation struggles of the peoples of the undeveloped countries have 

extraordinary importance, because they weaken the capitalist order, in general and facilitate the 

development of bourgeois democratic revolutions and their transformation into proletarian 

revolutions. Hence, it is up to the communist forces wherever they are, to reflect on their actions 

and activities and be guided by our great revolutionary theory, Marxism-Leninism, to assimilate it 

thoroughly and accurately and. through the practical actions, to incite and lead the masses in 

revolution. 

 

We notice with regret that some Marxist-Leninist parties do not understand this question properly, 

do not operate actively, that is, they do not accompany their propaganda, however weak, with 

concrete actions, which they can do only if the militant spirit exists in their ranks. Indeed, in some 

countries there are occasions when we do not see Marxist-Leninist groups or parties which 

distinguish themselves with their political actions and give fire to the demonstrations, opposition 

and protests which the working class makes on the urging of social-democracy or modern 

revisionism- Such actions would really arouse interest among the workers who would see that the 

actions of Marxist-Leninists come into conflict with the slogans chanted by the revisionists and 

social-democracy in strikes and demonstrations. Tens of thousands of workers rally in the squares of 

various cities, and the Marxist-Leninist parties will strengthen and assert themselves if their 

representatives take the courage to come out with their own microphones, addressing the masses of 

the people with their line in order to explain to them how they should turn the strikes and 

demonstrations they hold into political strikes and demonstrations, and not limited themselves to 



economic strikes or “peaceful” strikes. 

 

The enemy in power is afraid of such political strikes, therefore he calls them ferocious strikes. The 

question here is not that we should come out with weapons or fire them, but we must stand up to the 

repressive organs of the order, the police, the carabinieri, the army and, at the same time, expose the 

evils of capitalism and the revisionist parties among the people gather in the streets and in squares. 

This, for example, is a field in which Marxist-Leninists can mobilize the working masses. But there 

are other fields and forms of work like this, which prepare public opinion for sterner actions against 

the wretched existing state of affairs, so the people see more clearly the crisis of the regime, the 

great economic financial crisis, the great energy crisis, all of which, in the final analysis, are loaded 

on to the backs of the working class. 

 

The working class cannot follow our people, our Marxist-Leninist groups or parties, if it does not 

see us in action, because in regard to the means of propaganda which the capitalist bourgeoisie and 

its parties possess, they are far more powerful than ours. Therefore, the masses of the people have to 

see us the communists and men of action in concrete actions against the imposed order, against the 

status quo, against the flabby activity which the propaganda of the bourgeoisie creates. 

 

The purpose of the propaganda of the bourgeoisie is to retain its electorate. By saying that voting 

for this or that party of the bourgeoisie will alter the situation, each bourgeois party tries to arouse 

vain hopes among the working class and the working masses, hence, it canvasses for votes. The 

only result of such propaganda is to lull the revolutionary energies of the masses to sleep, whereas 

we Marxist-Leninists face the task that we must involve the masses in concrete actions. 

 

Wherever the capitalist bourgeoisie operates, it is striving with all its might to cope with the terrible 

economic crisis which has gripped it, and which, far from diminishing is becoming deeper, by 

shifting its consequences on to the shoulders of the masses. The energy crisis, the financial crisis, 

the mounting prices, inflation, unemployment and terrorism which day by day is assuming alarming 

proportions, are arousing the distrust of the broad masses of the people towards the regimes ruling 

them, but at the same time, they frighten the middle strata of the people, obscure their view of the 

future, of the ways and means to escape from the crisis, that is, from the regime which has given 

birth to all these evils. Precisely here and in opposition to this situation, the burden falls on us 

Marxist-Leninists and our parties to fight the opposing current, to find the ways, means and forms 

to mobilize the masses. 

 

On many capitalist countries the crisis is great, terrorism, which is supported by capital, is assuming 

major proportions. In order to emerge from the crisis and crush any possibility of insurrection and 

revolution by the working class and the people, the reactionary forces in these countries are 

preparing the terrain for an authoritarian state, for the fascist dictatorship. If the working masses, we 

Marxist-Leninist parties and the progressive peoples fail to understand that the fascist dictatorship 

comes as a result of the difficult situation which the power of the capital is experiencing and do not 

fight it, then, sooner or later fascism will be established, because the crisis will continue, since 

capitalism will strive to protect its income at the expense of the working masses who will become 

more and more impoverished. Being unarmed, because they do not understand why such a thing is 

occurring and do not fight against it and the other actions of the capital, these masses will accept the 

bondage of a fascist circle, thinking that it will be a way out of the crisis. In fact it is not a way out 

for the working class and the working people, because fascism represents the most ferocious 

dictatorship of capital, which will oppress the masses of the peoples even more than it is doing 

today. It is the last resort of exploiting capital. 

 

In all the capitalist countries, separately or jointly, in the political, military and economic organism 

in which they have assembled, there exists a situation of terrible crisis, which has brought about 



consequences in the economy and in all the other sectors of the life of the country and has aroused 

the sentiments of the internal disintegration of the capitalist state and nationalism. Thus, in the 

capitalist and revisionist countries we see the development of profound contradictions, not only 

between states combined in blocs, but also between individual states. Even in the so-called socialist 

community at present there is a very great crisis, caused by the relations of dependence on the 

Soviet Union which is in a major economic-financial crisis itself. The other countries, satellites of 

the Soviet Union, likewise, are suffering the consequences of the world capitalist crisis. Thus, 

recently we see a great rise of prices of every sort in those countries, a rise which amounts to 50 per 

cent. This has already stirred the broad masses of the people to silent revolt, and in some cases, as in 

the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and Poland, to open clashes. 

 

The foreign debts of these countries are colossal. They amount to billions of dollars. These states 

are facing bankruptcy, because they are unable to further develop their economies, or even to pay 

their existing debts to the Soviet Union and the other capitalist countries. Hence, there is great 

discontent within this bloc. Wherever ethnic unity does not exist, nationalist groupings have begun 

to emerge. 

 

I have said on other occasions that modern revisionism created difficult and complicated economic, 

political, and ideological situations. It disrupts the political unity of the country and incites 

desperate nationalism. In other words, modern revisionism incites the most reactionary, fascist 

nationalist elements to create those situations which are in the interest of world capital. Therefore, 

both in the capitalist countries and in the countries ruled by revisionists, the revolutionary situation, 

as an objective condition for the triumph of the revolution, has matured. The only thing lacking is 

the spark to kindle a revolt, organized and led, for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie, whether of the 

capitalist West or the revisionist East. 

 

We find the most concrete example of this situation in Yugoslavia, where the national question has 

become as acute as it was at the time of the Second World War. The situation has not yet reached the 

stage where it bursts into flames, but the fire may break out due to the Titoite regime, which, 

contrary to its propaganda about “unity and fraternity”, is splitting the nations and nationalities 

more and more in Yugoslavia. The reactionary circles of the most powerful “krals” are operating for 

division, fragmentation and domination in Yugoslavia. These circles are the offspring of the anti-

Marxist, capitalist-revisionist regime, which is arousing feuds, divisions and enmities among the 

peoples. 

 

Our people have a wise saying: “Poverty breeds discord”, and this poverty is an outcome of 

capitalist regimes. The peoples in those countries are impoverished, therefore, in order to escape 

from poverty, the wretched absolutely must be made conscious and understand the situations, must 

organize themselves and strive to organize the resistance against oppression, to organize that 

popular striking force which gradually becomes a terrible force against the rotten capitalist regime, 

where the situation is ripe for revolutionary activity. 

 

Our Marxist-Leninist theory teaches us: Every revolutionary activity must be guided by the 

Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory which the Marxist-Leninist party masters, defends and 

faithfully applies. The objective of every genuine revolutionary movement must be to establish the 

hegemony of the working class. This hegemony does not in any way imply that the working class 

and its Marxist-Leninist party should not link up with all those classes and strata of the population 

which are very interested in opposing the oppressive capitalist and revisionist order. On the 

contrary, the hegemony of the working class presupposes alliance with the working peasantry, the 

progressive intellectuals, etc. 

 

In the ranks of the unemployed in the capitalist-revisionist countries there is a great spiritual force 



of people revolted because they are short of food. In those countries there is a great force of people 

revolted because the prospects for a decent life have been closed to them. They cannot find jobs, 

and made desperate by this situation, they are easily corrupted and misled by the special intensive 

preparation of the regime to involve them in acts of terrorism. This is the source of the participation 

of young people in the terrorist “red brigades”. Many of these young people do not see any way out 

other than through terrorist acts. We Marxist-Leninists must show them that the isolated terrorist 

acts and gangsterism, in which the capitalist regime has involved them and is trying to involve them 

ever more deeply, do not bring any improvement of the situation for the people, the youth, or the 

unemployed, but, on the contrary, bring about the fascist coup of the reactionary bourgeoisie. These 

groups of youths are nothing but the vanguard detachments of fascism. In the face of these capitalist 

phenomena, we Marxist-Leninists must not sit idle. We must not permit the masses of the people, to 

be intimidated by the acts of terrorists, anarchists, on the contrary, we should work so that the 

people of this or that capitalist country are not afraid of them. 

 

When the Marxists act against terrorism, it is likely that the class enemies will tax them with 

“taking part in the activity of elements who support the capitalist regime”, but the slanders of 

enemies must not inhibit the revolutionary activity. The Marxist-Leninists act in two parallel 

directions: both against the regime in power, against the bourgeois parties, whether social-

democratic, socialist or revisionist, and at the same time, also, against terrorism. The revolutionaries 

cannot wage this struggle, simply by issuing a newspaper, but by carrying out extensive political, 

ideological propaganda and by acting together with the masses in order to make the truth clear to 

them and convince them in concrete actions, against the evils of the old society. The enemies must 

be attacked on all fronts in unity with the masses, otherwise, success cannot be achieved. To do this 

requires strong organization, courage and many sacrifices from our Marxist-Leninist parties. 

 

At these difficult moments, when capitalism in crisis is seeking to establish its savage dictatorship, 

sacrifices on the part of Marxist-Leninists, the working class and progressive elements are 

indispensable, but every revolutionary action requires courage, intelligence and vigorous actions. 

There must be no retreat in the face of this situation. 

 

The just and heroic struggle of the Palestinian people for the liberation of their territories seized and 

occupied by Israel is a fine example. Despite the fact that it is not led by Marxist-Leninists we 

support it. We support it since it is a national liberation, anti-imperialist struggle. In assessing their 

struggle we must appreciate their bravery in coping with countless difficulties against extremely 

strong powers, armed to the teeth, such as the American imperialists and the Israeli Zionists. We 

must also bear in mind the fact that, at the same time, the Palestinians have to fight the reactionary 

Arab forces, too. They are left without a homeland, but they have the strength of their spirit and the 

strength of their arms, their courage and honest aims to have their homeland liberated, which keep 

them alive. They are fighting tooth and nail against the Israeli Zionists, fighting for their existence 

as a people and for their right to have their own homeland. It is useful for the Marxist-Leninist 

parties of the capitalist countries to bear in mind this wonderful experience for the organization of 

their struggle, to draw inspiration from the example of the resistance of this small people who, 

although displaced and scattered, have been able to rally their energies for a great purpose. They are 

fighting in the ways which the conditions of bourgeois domination have allowed them for the 

creation of a Palestinian state in opposition to the great forces of capitalism and imperialism. 

 

Despite some activities of a terrorist character by some groups, an activity which we Marxist-

Leninists do not support, the struggle of the Palestinian people, in general, is a liberation struggle 

and should be assisted. 

 

The tasks which emerge for us Marxist-Leninists in these situations are certainly very great and 

very difficult, because our enemies are numerous, highly organized and very powerful. These tasks 



become still greater and more difficult for the Marxist-Leninist parties which militate in the 

capitalist countries. But profound and correct understanding of Marxism-Leninism, that unerring 

guide which leads and directs us in every step of our life and ideological line, as well as in the 

organizational field, the effective co-ordination of illegal with legal activity, the selection of reliable 

allies and alliances, etc. will make our struggle and the overcoming of difficulties easier and will 

lead us to victory over the bourgeois-revisionist enemies. 

 


