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Chairman Hua Kuo-len? greets merahers of a paecsetiing women^s extraction team.

Chairman Hua in Taching
fyHE TACHING oil field has

long been a model for the way
to build and run industry.
Chairman Mao called on all China's

industry to learn from it. In April
1977 Chairman Hua Kuo-feng ar
rived at the oil field to preside
over the National Conference on

Learning from Taching in Industry.
Before the conference opened he
spent three days touring the field.

April 17. Snow flurries swept
across the far northern oil field.

Red banners flying on top of the

derricks marked this as a special

day.

An auto caravan drew up to the

wells managed by an outstanding
women's extraction team.

"Here comes Chairman Hua!"

As Hua Kuo-feng's tall figure
emerged from the car, the men and
women broke into cheers.

Smiling broadly, Chairman Hua
waved and applauded in a return
salute. "We've come to learn from

Taching," he said, "to learn from

you comrades."

Chairman Hua watched a well in

operation and a demonstration of

a gusher and examined a well

control "Christmas tree" Taching's

workers had built themselves.

Chairman Hua was pleased at the

well-ordered operation. "Very
good work," he said. The words

brought big smiles to the women's

faces.

The next stop was the Taching
Chemical Fertilizer Plant. Its

existence is a victory in the strug

gle against the "gang of four". The
plant utilizes advanced technology
imported from abroad with the
approval of Chairman Mao and
produces one million tons of ferti

lizer a year. The "gang of four"

made a big to-do over the construc

tion of this plant. Declaring that

buying advanced technology abroad

was "slavish worship of every

thing foreign" and tantamount to

national betrayal, they demanded

an investigation of who approved

of the construction and insisted

that the imported equipment be

dismantled. It was an attack on

Chairman Mao and the Party

Central Committee. Hua Kuo-feng

turned a deaf ear.to their outcries

and saw to it that the plant was
completed. It went into production
in June 1976, ahead of schedule.

Chairman Hua now watched the

entire production process, asking
many questions. Then he climbed
the steel ladder in the urea shop

to the platform of the prilling
tower. "That's going to give us
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more grain," he observed as he

watched the liquid urea cool and

form into showers of white gran
ules of fertilizer.

In the synthetic fiber; plant
under the general petrochemical
plant, bales of polyacrylic yarn
were piled up ready for ship
ment. Chairman Hua was told

that 3,000 tons were produced a
year. "Three thousand tons," he
said, calculating swiftly. "That's
equivalent to 60,000 tan of cotton.

That's fine. We should have more

of this thing."

At a warehouse for motor

vehicle and tractor parts

famous for its efficiency, Chairman

Hua watched a demonstration of

the stock clerks' work. In the

diesel engine parts section he was

introduced to Chi Li-li, a 23-year-

At tbe Taching Cbemicat Fertilizer Plant,

v

in her head! Just give her the

specification and shelf number, she

can tell you right away the name,

unit price and number of pieces in
stock."

The leader opened one of the

record books for Chairman Hua to

look into, "4135, No, 57," he said,
picking an item at random.

"That's the valve spring cap lock,
20 cents apiece. We have 532 in
stock," said Chi Li-li.

Chi Li-li was not only a "walk
ing record book", someone else put

in. "If there were a blackout

emergency she'd be able to find

anything." The young woman

blindfolded her eyes and Chairman

Hua asked for 292 on shelf 25. Chi

felt her way to a shelf 20 meters

away and took down a connecting

rod bearing, the right part. Amid

old Mongolian girl who began work
in 1974. Pointing to five record
books, a woman who was one of

the leaders of the warehouse said,

"She is in charge of 520 kinds of
parts which are recorded here,
but she hardly ever has to refer to
the books. There are about 2,400

figures for the parts and their
storage places and she has them all

the applause. Chairman Hua shook
hands with her and said, "That

was very good. We must all learn

from you."

That evening Chairman Hua at

tended a performance of the stage

play The Rising Sun, produced by
the Taching workers and their

families. It tells how in the early

days of the oil field the women got
organized to grow their own' food
and supply the oil field with part
of its grain. '

The news of Chairman Hua's

visit to Taching called up memories

in the pioneers' minds of how

closely the country's leaders had

always kept in touch with the oil

field's progress. Seventeen years
ago people from different parts of
the country came to this wild

prairie and began constructing the
field. In three years it enabled

China to become self-sufficient in

oil. In 1962, 1963 and 1966

Premier Chou En-lai, on behalf of

Chairman Mao," visited Taching.

Every time he was pleased to find

the work being done according to

Chairman Mao's advice that China

should blaze her own trail in

industrialization. Taching, s^d

Premier Chou, was "a good exam

ple in studying and applying Mao
Tsetung Thought".

The "gang of fovur" tried long

and hard to run down Taching, but

the people there resisted the pres
sure and continued along the road

approved by Chairman Mao and
Premier Chou. Then the Party

Central Committee headed by

Chairman Hua overthrew the

gang. And six months later
Chairman Hua was in Taching to

join representatives of industry
from all over the country for a

conference to promote the Taching
experience as a way of speeding
up China's industrialization.

A PRIL 18. The weather cleared

and the sun shone brightly.

Chairman Hua went first to the

No. 2 pumping station for oil and
gas transport designed and built
by the Taching engineers and
workers themselves. He looked at

the equipment and went up close
and listened to the flow of the

crude oil in the pipes.

At the Vanguard No. 5 worker-
peasant village he met with rep
resentatives from 276 such villages

and heard a report on how workers'
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families got organized in the early

days to grow food. This was done

in the spirit of hard struggle

advocated by Chairman Mao and
in line with the principles outlined

by Premier Chou — that industry

should be combined with agricul

ture, the integration of town and
country, that such efforts should

facilitate production and help im
prove everyday life. Turning to

Hsueh Kuei-fang, now 63, one of
the five women who started it all

with only five shovels, Chairman

Hua said, "I saw you in the docu

mentary film Battle jor Tacking.

There were only five of you then,
and you had to look after two

children too. I was very moved.
That was a good film. And to

women's militia, he was invited

into the adobe home of Chou Teh-

ying and her husband Tsui Ching-

hai, two model workers. Chairman

Hua sat.on the kang bed and chat

ted with them.

Dusk was falling when Chairman

Hua arrived at the scientific ex

periment exhibition hall. He
viewed scale models of the oil-

bearing strata, rock ̂ core speci
mens, drilling equipment and
extraction process charts and

samples of the oil products. The

display showed how well workers,
cadres, scientists and technicians

had applied Chairman Mao's
philosophical works On Practice
and On Contradiction to the open
ing up of a modern oil field.

taneously. I hope you will do some
solid scientific, work, also train

more scientists and engineers."

"We'll go all out to catch up
with advanced world levels, and

try to outstrip them," said Karig
Shih-en, deputy director of the

oil field in its early days and now
Minister of Petroleum and

Chemical Industries.

"That's right," Chairman Hua

said. "That's what we must do.

Whatever the. foreign countries

have achieved, we must achieve

too. Whatever they haven't, we

must achieve and then try to im

prove on it."

"Taching is a red flag in
industry," Chairman Hua con-

An exchange of approving applause
with Chi Li-li, a crack stock clerk.

With Wang Yueh-fu, son of the famous "Iron
Man" Wang Chln-hsi, and now himself a driller.

think the 'gang of four' banned it!
Now the gang has been smashed
and the film is being shown again."

"That was a good step you look,"
Chairman Hua added. "If all the

people in the country work in the
spirit of 'pioneering with five
shovels' we will accomplish a lot

more."

Chairman Hua stopped at the

kindergarten and saw the children
perform songs and dances. After
watching target shooting by the

Chatting with the scientists and
engineers who served as guides to
the exhibition, Chairman Hua
praised their work and encouraged
them to find more big oil fields.

"If we are to modernize our

industry, agriculture, defense, and
science and technology and attain
world levels," he said, "we must

criticize the 'gang of four' and
clear our thinking of the wrong
ideas they spread. We must do
class struggle, production and
scientific experimentation simul-

tinued. "Chairman Mao had high

praise for the way Taching
was developed — through inde

pendence and self-reliance. Ta
ching has played a great role, a

very good role. It blazed a traE
and made our country self-suffi

cient in oil. It should be praised

and encouraged. Taching is a fine

example for industry for the whole
country. All other industries must

learn from it — in practice, not

just in words."

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Posing with Ihe cast of The Rising Sun after a performance.

^ N the third day Chairman Hua
^ rode 50 kilometers across the
sprawling oil field to visit the 1205

and 1202 drilling teams, at work

in a new section. Team 1205 was

originally led by "Iron Man" Wang

Chin-hsi, a vanguard member of ,

China's working class.

In the sixties the two teams had

set records far exceeding those of

top teams in both the Soviet Union

and the United States. In the

seventies the two teams chalked up

new highs to contribute significant

ly to the high-speed development
of China's oil industry and were

cited as revolutionized teams of

the "Iron Man" type. Chairman
Hua shook hands with the paceset

ters of the two teams and was

introduced to Wang Yueh-fu,

youngest son of "Iron Man" Wang.

"How old are you?" asked

Chairman Hua, grasping the young

man's hand tightly.

"Twenty-one," said Wang.

"We've been hoping for a long

time that you'd come, Chairman

Hua."

When young Wang came to

Team 1205 two years earlier he

had pledged to carry on in his

father's footsteps. Later he told
his comrades he had been pre

pared to tell Chairman Hua that he

would carry out Chairman Mao's

wishes, try to emulate his father's

revolutionary spirit and carry the
Taching red flag into communism,

that the new generation of drillers

would follow Chairman Hua and

make new contributions to the

revolution. But he was too excited.

He was only able to take a Taching

souvenir badge from his work

jacket and pin it on Chairman

Hua's coat.

Chairman Hua climbed onto the

drilling platform and watched the
drillers at work. Team leader Yu

Tzu-fu took the brake lever while

several others swung the huge
clamps. The coordination was so

smooth that it took only one

minute to change a drill pipe.
Chairman Hua nodded in ap

proval.

That night the team decided to

name the weU Chairman Hua had

inspected "Happiness Well".

Chairman Hua moved on to the

construction site of pumping sta

tion No. 13, then to another

women's extraction team. Kuan

Hsiao-hung, its political director,
told him how her team had been

criticizing the "gang of fdur".

"We will try and find more

Tachings, right here and elsewhere,
so we can produce more oil for

the country," she said.

"That's the spirit," said Chair
man Hua.

Chairman Hua then visited the

team's dining room, kitchen and
dormitory. When he finished

watching a demonstration of

construction machinery equipment
in operation it was after six, but

Chairman Hua still insisted on go
ing to the sewing and mending
factoi-y. "It represents the Taching
spirit," he said.

This factory had been set up
very early in the oil field's hisxory,
Lu Feng-chen, its deputy political
director, told Chairman Hua. It

takes old work clothes, washes and

takes them apart and remakes them
into still-usable work suits and

protective clothing. Since its birth

it has produced 3,920,000 such

pieces, at a tremendous saving in

cloth and cotton padding.

"What you are doing is a great

inspiration to the rest of the
country," Chairman Hua told her.

He watched each work procedure

and asked many questions. In the

laundry he took a piece of freshly
washed old cloth from the hands

of a worker and examined it. "You

got all the oil out and got this very
clean," he said. "People throughout

the country can learn a great deal
from seeing in the film how your
factory does things. You're doing
very important work, work serving
the people, and you're doing it the
way Chairman Mao urged, with
diligence and thrift. The whole
country should learn from you."

It was dark when Chairman Hua

finished his tour. Everywhere in

the oil field people were writing
letters with pledges and revising

work plans in order to live up to
his expectations.
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The Railroads
»

—From

Disorder

to

Order

Staff Reporter

■j^INETEEN seventy-seven will
be a year in which we shall

go toward great order after smash
ing the 'gang of four', a year of
united struggle and triumphant
advance."

China's railroad workers have
already confirmed this prediction
of Chairman Hua made at the
Conference on Learning from
Tachai in Agriculture last Decem
ber. They have overcome the
effects of the "gang of four's" in
terference and sabotage, put the
railroads back on smooth, safe,
on-time schedules, and hauled more
freight faster, contributing much
toward a leap forward in the na
tional economy.

In April they set a new record in
the average number of cars loaded
per day. Nineteen of the country's
20 railroad divisions fulfilled their
transport plans ahead of schedule,
11 of them at record levels. Weight
pulled per engine was the highest

ever, and circulation time for
freight cars was greatly shortened.
Transport of key materials such as
coal, oil, ore and chemical ferti
lizer all surpassed the state plan
for the month.

Railroads, as arteries of the na
tional economy, are important to
China. Chang Chun-chiao, one of
the four, repeatedly said, "Rail
roads are vital. We must control
them." Over the past few years,
as part of their scheme to wreck
the economy and seize power
amidst disorder, they put their own
people in railroad units around the
country and ordered them to make
trouble whenever they could in
order to cut these transport
arteries.

The Chengchow Railroad Divi
sion in Hohan province in the
central plains was one of the most
seriously affected. It is the junc
tion of three trunk lines — Peking-
Kwangchow, Chiaotso-Chihchiang

and Lienyunkang-Lanchow. Fre
quent blockages led to failure to
fulfill car-loading plans for 19
months in succession, and in coal-
loading for 53 months in a row.
Trains were rarely on time and
stations were in a mess.

Immediately after the "gang of
four" was overthrown last October,
Chairman Hua took up the problem
of the Chengchow division and gave
important instructions. He reor
ganized and strengthened its lead
ing group.

The line's 100,000 workers and
staff members erupted with ex
posures and criticism of the gang
and its hatchetman in the division.
Long-suppressed socialist enthusi
asm burst forth to boost work. In
a few short months order was
restored and a leap forward start
ed. What happened in Chengchow
was in fact typical of the railroads
throughout the country.

6
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Sinister Hand

Being on the spot helps a re
porter realize even more keenly
the importance of Chengchow as a
railroad center. The division con

trols 2,300 kilometers of railroads
linking up with the provinces of
Kiangsu to the east, Hupeh to the
southwest, Shensi to the west,
Shansi to the northwest and Hopei

to the north. The Chengchow
junction is composed of freight and
passenger stations and engine, car,
maintenance and signal sections,
handling hundreds of freight and
passenger trains daily. At the hub
of the country's rail network,
whether it runs smoothly or not

directly affects economic construc
tion and people's livelihood all
along the line.

That was exactly why the "gang
of four" chose as their hatchetmsin

to control the Chengchow division
somebody with much authority —
a member of the Party Central
Committee who was also a standing

committee member of the Honan

" Provincial Party Committee, sec
retary of the Chengchow Municipal
Party Committee, and secretary of
the Chengchow Raih'oad Division
Party Committee. He had been
called in by Wang Hung-wen for
several meetings to receive instruc
tions and was received alone by

Chiang Ching, who promised him
an even higher official position.

This person posed as a rebel at
the beginning of the cultural
revolution and for a time made

people think he was a genuine
revolutionary. But he had already
degenerated into a new bourgeois
element like Wang Hung-wen.
After throwing in his lot with the
"gang of four", step by step he
became a power-hungry careerist.
Using his power he got his own
people (even some local thugs) into
the Party and put them in leading
groups at all levels in place of
good cadres. Slowly he turned the
Chengchow division into his
kingdom.

In line with the "gang of four's"
tactic of "disrupting the whole
coimtry and seizing power in the

disorder", he and his accomplices
adopted the method of "stirring
up trouble until the division col
lapses and then seizing power".
They blocked Party leadership
over the railroads and sabotaged
rail transport. Chengchow was the
heart of China's rail system — give

the system a heart attack. "Pro
duction went up fast — we'll pull
it down fast!" "Pulling transport
down means victory!"

Denunciation

All along the railroads exposure
and criticism of the "gang of four"
and their Chengchow hatchetmah
turned into great forces promoting
aU work. Even a small station

with only a dozen staff members
had its walls covered with big-
character posters and held heated
criticism meetings. For the mass
meeting to denounce the hatch-
etman face to face, 100,000 workers
and staff members and their fami

lies along the lines listened in
by closed-circuit broadcast.

A vicious method by the "gang
of four" and their henchmen was

to use revolutionary-sounding

slogans to spread wrong ideas and
cause confusion in people's minds.
Under the pretext of "opposing
capitalist readers" they attacked
hard-working leading cadres who
stuck to the correct line. They

said that "there is a whole stratum

of capitalist readers" and they
: should be "pulled out at every
level". They fooled workers and
staff members into leaving their
posts and "rebelling" along with
them. Those who stuck to their

posts were labeled as "grasping
production to the neglect of revolu
tion", "only leaning into the traces
without looking up to see where
they're going" and "working for
the wrong line".

They spread the idea that
"socialist trains late are better than

capitalist trains on time" and
called rational management sys

tems "control, restriction and sup
pression of the workers". They
intimidated people with the slogan,
"Don't produce for the wrong line
and m^e the capitalist readers

look good", inciting them to stop
work. ' ■ -

Railroads are run efficiently only
under a centralized, unified lead

ership. But the gang's followers
trampled on the basic principles of
transport and said there was no

need to follow regulations for
transferring trains with neighbor
ing divisions. This kind of sab

otage caused transport volume in

the division to drop sharply after
1973.

After the Party Central Commit
tee's decision on strengthening
railroad work approved by Chair
man Mao was implemented in
March 1975, the Chengchow divi
sion's workers and staff members

went to work with great enthu
siasm and production started to
recover. Trying to counter the
upward trend, the "gang of four"
stepped up their maneuvers to
usurp Party and state power. They
openly criticized this Central Com

mittee decision as a "program for
capitalist restoration", and once

more sabotaged rail transport.
Production in 1976 slipped by an
even bigger margin.

In that year there were 12

division-wide blockages. At the
worst times there were trains

waiting to pass through Chengchow
stranded all along the line from
the Great Wall's first pass at
Shanhaikuan in the north to

Kwangchow in the south, and the
Peking-Kwangchow line was semi-
paralyzed. Coal shipments piled up
and along the lines many power
plants shut down, steel and ferti
lizer plants were idle, steam
engines had no fuel and markets
were sold out. Socialist construc

tion was being seriously blocked.
"It's a crime the way they messed
up the railroads," an old worker
said furiously.

Struggle

Chengchow was gne of the start
ing points of the big February 7
railroad workers' strike back in

1923 against imperialism and feudal
warlords. It has a fine revolu

tionary tradition of daring to fight

AUGUST 1977



Chengchow railroad workers denounce the
lour" and Ihcir followers for sabotaging rail

against what is bad and wrong.
The four's hatchetman might have

held sway over the Chengchow
division, posed as a "workers'

leader representing the correct

line" and shouted revolutionary

slogans, still there were plenty of
people who saw through him and

fought against him and his under

lings. These fearless revolu

tionaries were feared, hated and

persecuted by the gang's people.

Liu Tung-chou, a young worker,

wrote to Chairman Mao charging

the "gang of four" with conspir
acies and wrongdoings. He was

slandered as a "counter-revolu

tionary" and threatened with

arrest. {See p. 10.)

The Kaifeng signal section,

learning from Taching, created the

"250-kilometer spirit" symbolizing

a high sense of responsibility and

meticulous work. Its cadres were

attacked and persecuted for having

made an "error of line".

The Kaifeng signal section is in

charge of commimications, signals

and electrical equipment along

250 km. of line. Sabotage by fol

lowers of the "gang of four"

resulted in splits in the workers'

ranks and messed-up management.
Equipment fell into disrepair, ac
cidents increased and trains could

not run on schedule.

Fired by a sense of responsi

bility, the section's general. Party
branch was determined to change

S

"ganff of
Iransporf.

all this. Learning from the way
the Taching .oil field integrated a
highly revolutionary spirit with a
strictly scientific attitude, in 1975
it organized several groups,with a
total of 42 leaders, workers and

engineers which went to work all

along the line to explain the Party
Central Committee's decision on

strengthening railroad work and to
inspect and repaii* equipment.

Carrying their own bedrolls,
tools and food in the Long March
spirit, they covered the 250-km, on

foot in under a month, checking
every line on every pole anH every
connection at each, of the 26 sta

tions, making all necessary repairs.
More than getting the equipment
back in shape, the experience
strengthened political unity among

the workers and heightened their

socialist consciousness. People
came to call this the "250-kra.

spirit" and said it should be

promoted throughout the Cheng
chow division.

But the four's hatchetman called

the "250-km. spirit" a typical
example of all production and no

revolution and tried to get the

workers and staff members of the

section to criticize it. He never

dreamed that all 440 of the sec

tion's men and women concluded

through discussion that there was

nothing-wi-ong with it. Furious, he

ordered the entire general Party

branch of the section to come to

Chengchow for a "study class" in

which his minions attacked them

and tried to make them admit that

they had "worked for the wrong
line". No one in the Party branch

bowed to the pressure.

The switchyard In Chengchow's north station.
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The struggle finally ended in
victory for the "250-km. spirit"
last October with the fall of the

"gang of four". "Tears filled our

eyes when we heard the news,"

Party secretary Chou Chung-hsu

recalled. "At the celebration meet

ing a worker spoke for all of us

when he said, 'With the overthrow

of the four the ropes that bound
us have been loosened and a weight
has been lifted from our hearts.

Now we can spill out our bellyful

of gripes and put our pent-up
energy to use. We can stand up

straight, stick out our chests and

go all out to make socialismi"

Toward Order

That was exactly what people at
the Chengchow Railroad Division

did. Chairman Hua's strategic

policy of grasping the key link —

exposure and criticism of the

"gang of. four"—and restoring

Leaders of the Hsinyane subdivision gather in the dis
patcher's office to discuss and guarantee smooth operation.

order is a lively reality there.. The
handful of bad people have been
dealt with severely, those perse
cuted by them have been liberated,

the rights and wrongs have been
clarified, the confusion in people's
thinking cleared up. Full of drive,
the people pledged, "The four
are out, the railroads wiU get going.

We'll make up for the losses!"

Disorder has been replaced by a

leap forward. The percentage of
trains on time has greatly increased
and the stations are in good order.

Socialist labor emulation is being
carried out between subdivisions,

stations, sections, shops, groups
and individuals. Posters containing
challenges give concrete norms and

measures, and so do those accepting

them. Red honor rolls list the

names of pacesetters. Many depart

ments have called on the masses

to surpass the highest levels ever

achieved for their various norms.

Leaders at all levels work tirelessly

at their posts, many of them

frequently joining the weak groups

to help them catch up with the rest.

In the first quarter of this year,

the division's basic units praised

1,480 collectives and 6,380 individ

uals. At the division's conference

to learn from Taching in industry,

858 advanced collectives and in

dividuals were singled out.

Compared with last December,

the average number of cars loaded
daily rose 3.4 percent in January,
13 percent in February, 26.6
percent in March and 35.3 percent
in April. The figure for coal,
crucial for developing the national
economy, was up 58.8 percent in
April, reaching a new high for the
month,

This March the Chengchow

Railroad Division started a nation

wide upsurge of socialist labor
emulation by presenting the
advanced Peking Railroad Division

with a friendly challenge. The
advanced keep moving forward and
those behind are catching up.

Socialism is going full steam ahead.



Liu Tung-chou denounces the "gang of four".

I Fought for

the Truth
LIU TUNG-CHOU

On October 5, 1976 Liu Tung-chou, SS-year-old
railroad worker in Chengchow and a Communist
Party member, was charged with "viciously attack
ing Vice-Premier Chang Chun-chiao and trying to
split the Party Central Committee" and branded a
counter-revolutionary by the followers of the "gang
of four" in the Chengchow Railroad Division. He
was "to be expelled from the Party and his work
unit, arrested and punished according to law." On

October 6 the "gang of four" was overthrown. Liu
Tung-chou remained free and was praised for daring
to go against the tide.

Why did he oppose Chang Chun-chiao? How
did he dare oppose someone so powerful? This
article is his answer.

WHY did I oppose Chang
Chun-chiao? It's simple. I

discovered that he was the backer

of the bad people in our railroad
division, the source of many bad
things that were harming our
country. I am a Communist Party
member. It was my duty to fight
against him.

After eight years of service in
the People's Liberation Army, I
came to work at the engine sec
tion of the Chengchow Railroad
Division in 1970.1 had thought that
in a socialist enterprise all I had
to do was work hard. But things
were not as simple as that. Strange
happenings in our work place in
recent years raised many questions
in my mind. A lot of people
worked hard to see that trains ran

smoothly, safely and on time, yet
they were discriminated against
and suppressed, and were called
people "only leaning into the traces
without looking up to see where
they're going". Many leading
cadres who have been doing
revolutionary work for several
decades and were still giving their
all to fulfilling the transport plans
were smeared as "capitalist
readers" and were attacked and
removed from their posts. In
contrast, the people who shouted

revolutionary slogans but actually
did aU kinds of bad things were
admitted into the Party and
promoted to leading positions for
having "a high consciousness in
the two-line struggle". We all felt
this was wrong but whoever
criticized the situation would

meet with reprisals. Why had
things come to this?

Chairman Mao told us that when

we made observations we must go
beyond external appearances to
grasp the essence. I discovered
that all the strange happenings
could be traced to that person who
had climbed to high positions and
was styling himself as "a repre
sentative of the correct line" and "a
workers' leader". He had an honest

appearance but was actually full of
cunning and deceit. Ignoring Party
principles, he appointed people by
favoritism and set up cliques to
boost his own personal power. By
supporting one faction and sup
pressing the other, he split the
ranks of the working class. He
incited the masses to attack
leaders and the Party committees,
so as to seize power at evei*y level.
In the spring of 1975, when the
Party Central Committee's decision
to strengthen railroad work ap
proved by Chairman Mao was an

nounced, he supported it in public
but privately called it "a program
for restoring capitalism" and
obstructed its implementation.

People reacted strongly to all
these abnormal goings-on, because
they were obviously no longer
matters of work style but of po
litical line. I was determined to

dig to the bottom of it.

While in the army I had de
veloped a habit of always going to
the works of great proletarian
writers to look for ways to solve
problems. I spent several evenings
using Chairman Mao's teachings
on class struggle to analyze the
situation in our division and wrote

an article entitled "The Right and
Wrong in Class Struggle".

I showed it to my good friend
Fang who worked in the political
office of our section and asked him
if there was a chance of getting it
published in the' newspaper. He
agreed with my viewpoints. "But
the papers won't publish it," he
said, "because this is not the kind
of thing they want at the moment."
I took it to Wang, a veteran worker
and .the leader of my Party group,
and asked him what he thought of
putting it up in the form of a wall
poster. "Your viewpoints are cor-
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rect and the majority of the people
will support you," Wang said. "But
there will be people who are
against them. They may even
incite attacks on you. Of course
we shouldn't be afraid of attacks

when upholding the truth, but we
would get better results if we use

better tactics."

He was right so I wrote a letter
to Chairman Mao and the Party
Central Committee directly about
what had happened in our division
and what I thought about it. I felt
this was my duty as a member of
the Communist Party.

I sent one letter after another

but the leader of our division con

tinued to attack the good people
and treat bad people well and put
them in important positions. After
the death of Premier Chou En-lai

in January last year,-he went so
far as to spread political rumors
and tried to incite the masses to

attack central and local leaders.

He boasted of how Chiang Ching
had clapped him on his shoulder
and promised that he would be the
first secretary of the Honan Prov
incial Party Committee and also
supervise the affairs of Hupeh
province. At the same time posters
appeared in the streets of Cheng-
chow and outside the provincial
Party committee building demand
ing that this person preside over
the work of the provincial Party
committee.

Clearly a political conspiracy was
brewing. I told Wang what I
thought and he agreed. "In-
Shanghai there are posters de
manding that Chang Chun-chiao be
appointed premier," he said. "It's
not a coincidence."

This division leader was also

spreading the word that everything
he did was based on the theory
that "present class relationships
have changed", an idea preached
by Chang Chun-chiao, the self-
styled Marxist theorist.

I carefully reread Chang Chun-
chiao's article and compared his
arguments against the theories of
Lenin and Chairman Mao. I found

that aU his revolutionary phrases
about "changes in class relation
ships" were only an attempt to
prove that "80 percent of the

veteran cadres are bourgeois
democrats", that "the democrats
are capitalist roaders" and "targets
of the revolution". Small wonder

that our division leader dared to

say that veteran cadres should be
"criticized, struggled against and
shot" — and these were men who

had eaten bran in the old society,
canned rifles in the anti-Japanese
war, and been wounded in the
liberation war! Viewed together
with the political rumors slander
ing leaders in the Party Central
Committee, I found this a grave
political matter. In great anger I
wrote to Chairman Mao again
repudiating Chang Chun-chiao's
thesis. "Out of my firm faith in
Chairman Mao," concluded my
letter, "I think someone in the
Central Committee is hatching
some kind of conspiracy. These
political rumors were probably
spread by that ambitious careerist
who did not get to be premier,"
i.e., Chang Chun-chiao.

I felt that with the letter I had

fired a broadside against the ca
reerists and conspirators. But I also
knew that those people still held
power, and if they found out about
my letter, they would make me
pay hard for it. But I wasn't
afraid and I didn't regret what I
did. I was ready for any conse
quence. I was ready to go to jail
or die to uphold Marxism-Leninism
and defend the hard-won prole
tarian revolutionary cause. I left

a letter to my wife at the bottom
of a trunk. "This is a matter

involving political line and the
whole situation," I wrote. "I am

a member of the Communist

Party. I must come foinvard in the
interest of the people. If we don't
do the right thing with regard to
political line and power, our young
er generation wiU suffer. The con
sequences will be unimaginable.
.  . . You must be firm in po
litical stand and study Chairman
Mao's works carefully. If the
worst comes to the worst, please

look after the children well and

bring them up to be worthy suc
cessors to the revolutionary cause."

It turned out my letters to
Chairman Mao actually fell into
their hands. They knew that what
I  said represented the masses'
views and feelings. As a warning

to the masses, they branded me a
counter-revolutionary, started ,an
investigation into my "case" and
duped people into persecuting me.

Chah-man Mao said, "Thousands
upon thousands of martyrs have
heroically laid down their lives for
the people; let us hold their banner
high and march ahead along the
path crimson with their blood!"

These words sustained me during
these attacks. When they asked
me who I was refemng to when I
said "the careerist who did not get
to be premier", I said, "That's
clear. I was referring to Chang
Chun-chiao." They ordered me to
write an examination on why I
opposed Chang Chun-chiao. I took
this opportunity to write another
repudiation of Chang's reactionary
thesis.

The pressure mounted. But I
also received sympathy and
encouragement from many com
rades. Many refused to "expose
my mistakes" when they were
asked to. While held under

investigation I wrote to the
provincial Party committee to
express my determination to
struggle against the wrong line to
the end. "This is not a personal
matter," I wrote. "It is a matter
concerning the interest of the
Party and the state. I am ready to
go to jail and die. I am ready to
go through anything for victory."

History is ruthless to all kinds
of reactionaries. The usurper in
our division had signed a warrant

to arrest me, but before it could
be carried out, the Party Central
Committee under Chairman Hua

Kuo-feng smashed the "gang of
four" and their followers in our

railroad division. Our revolution

and our Party were saved. I was
freed too. The great news brought
tears to my eyes. I joined the
demonstration to celebrate the

victory. I, the son of a poor
family, had been liberated a
second time. I thank Chairman

Hua and our great Party.

Today, filled with a great faith
in the victory of the proletarian
revolutionary cause under the
leadership of the Communist
Party, I am determined to fight
for communism all my life.

AUGUST 197? 11



Chairman Hua and the People

g TORIES of Chairman Hua Kuo-
feng's earlier activities have

inspired a number of works of art.

On the following pages are some

from the 1977 National Art Ex

hibition. (A selection of other

works from the exhibition ap

peared in our July issue.)

The Parents' Meeting

On the evening of March 21, 1974

Middle School No. 166 in Peking

was holding a meeting for parents

of young people who were graduat

ing from senior middle school.
They were to talk about the grad

uates signing up to go and settle

in the countryside. A tall, broad-

shouldered man wearing an army

coat arrived on foot and sat down

in the back row. It was Hua Kuo-

feng, then a member of the Polit

ical Bureau of the Communist

Party Central Committee.

After several other parents had

spoken, Comrade Hua stood up

(see painting p. 14) and said,

"Chairman Mao wants our children

to go to the coimtryside after

graduation. As revolutionary

parents we should gladly let them.

Young people with some education

are needed in the countryside and

they need to go to the vast coun

tryside for a period to mature and

be steeled."

Parents may keep one child

with them if all other children

go away. Comrade Hua continued,

"Hsiao-li is my youngest daughter,

the only one still with me. But I

am glad she too has decided to go

to the countryside as Chairman

Mao has urged."

His example was an inspiration

to the parents and that year every

member of the graduating class

went to the countryside.

Visit to an Eartliquake Area

Among the art works are His

Concern Brings Warmth to Ten

Thousand Families and the oil Are

You Warm Enough? picturing

Comrade Hua Kuo-feng visiting

the people after the devastating

earthquake on February 4, 1975 in

the Haicheng-Yingkou area in the

northeastern province of Liaoning.

After the quake the people

wondered whether they would

ever be able to overcome the

damage.

The following day Comrade Hua

Kuo-feng representing Chairman

Mao and the Party Central Com

mittee arrived heading a delega

tion. He pointed out the direction.

The people had Chairman Mao and

the Party Central Committee to

lead them, he said, they were

living under the socialist system

with all its advantages, they

would have assistance from China's

800 million people. They would be

able to overcome their difficulties.

His first concern was the safety

and living conditions of the people,

and to get them organized to re

build their homes. At the Kan-

wang commune he entered a

twisted building sheltering some

of the injured. Aftershocks were

still going on and the people in

charge urged him to leave, but he

continued to ask about the injured.

He urged the medical personnel to

exert their utmost efforts. He

visited the hardest-hit communes

and brigades near the epicenter to

discuss how to organize the people

for relief and rehabilitation and to

restore production.

On the third day Comrade Hua

went to the city of Yingkou. As

soon as he got out of the car he

began inspecting the shelters built

after the quake. He asked whether

they kept out the cold and told the

local leaders that they must be

sure that grain processing went on

regularly and that damaged ma

chines be repaired quickly so that

the food supply would not be in

terrupted. He said that the shelters

should be reinforced against the

cold and that special attention

must be paid to the needs of

children and elderly people.

In the yard of Guest House No. 1

in Yingkou he heard reports and

took notes on relief work. -The

earthquake was a bad thing, he
observed, but it could be turned

into a good thing. He urged them
to overcome this natural disaster

with the same spirit that the peo

ple of Tachai, the national model
brigade, had overcome theirs.
Their homes had been destroyed

by a flood but they had built
a new socialist village. These

instructions guided the Yingkou
Municipal Revolutionary Com

mittee in leading' the area's 2.4

million townspeople and peasants

to rebuild.

With the Steel Workers

The painting The Steel Workers'
Hearts Are with Chairman Hua re

calls Comrade Hua Kuo-feng's visit
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with the 1975 earthquake delega
tion to the Anshan Iron and Steel

Company. Aftershocks of the

quake were still going on. At blast

furnace No. 9, his first stop, the

workers were cleaning up after

tapping a heat of iron. The place

was filled with fumes. Comrade

Hua went up and shook hands

with members of the team.

"Chairman Mao and the Party

Central Committee sent us to see

you," he said. "You're doing a

good job!"

Near the tap hole of the furnace

Kuan En-yuan, a young worker,

was picking up his tools. "This is

Comrade Kuan," one of the plant

leaders told Hua Kuo-feng. "He's

known as 'Little Tiger'. He stayed

on the job even though his

family's house was damaged by

the quake."

"You're living up to your

name," said Hua Kuo-feng, shak

ing his hand. "On behalf of Chair

man Mao and the Party Central

Committee, I thank you."

This encouragement prompted

Kuan to take an application for

membership in the Communist

Party from his pocket and hand it

to a member of the plant Party

committee who was there. Com

rade Hua asked to read it. When

he came to the words, "Even if

mountains fall and the earth splits

I'll still make revolution with the

Party. We must not stop produc

tion during the quake, and after it

we must overfulfill our plan to

make up for losses."

"Good for you, Comrade Kuan,"

said Hua Kuo-feng. "I know you

are speaking not only for yourself

but for the 200,000 workers of this

company." He folded the paper

and put it in his overcoat pocket.

"I'm going to take this back to

Chairman Mao and the Party Cen

tral Committee. We'll be waiting

for news of your victories."

At Steel Mill No. 1, Comrade

Hua came upon Nieh Wen-hou, a

veteran cadre and a vice-secretary

of the Anshan Steel Party com

mittee, wearing a helmet and hard

at work. "Good!" he said. "That's

the way to be close to the masses!

All our Communist Party cadres

should be like this."

The steel was ready to be

poured at open-hearth furnace

No. 8. Standing beside the work

ers, obviously pleased, Hua Kuo-

feng watched the steel pour out.

The scene later became the sub

ject of the painting on p. 16.

At furnace No. 6 a plant leader

told him that on October 14, 1952

when this furnace had produced

its first heat of high-quality steel.

Chairman Mao had sent the work

ers a letter of congratulation. "I

hope you'll continue this revolu

tionary tradition," Hua Kuo-feng

said, "and make still greater con

tributions to developing the steel

industry."

With the Emancipated Serfs
When the Tibet Autonomous

Region celebrated the tenth an

niversary of its founding on

September 9, 1975, the Party Cen

tral Committee sent a delegation

headed by Comrade Hua Kuo-feng

to Lhasa to join the festivities.

Wanting to know more about the

emancipated serfs, Comrade Hua

spent most of his brief stay there

with them. He went to many

places and was welcomed with

heartfelt greetings.

At the Fanti People's Commune

outside Lhasa commune members

served him a cup of butter tea. He

insisted that they all drink

together. The incident later be

came the subject of the painting

Emancipated Serfs Love Chairman
Hua on p. 17.

He visited the home of Kalzang
Chhoidron, a commune member

who had worked as a slave for

years before she was freed. In

those days the old woman's only
possession was a threadbare

sheepskin coat. Emancipation

brought a new life for her family
and warm clothing, new mat

tresses and quilts. She showed

Comrade Hua her storeroom with

1.5 tons of grain and her bankbook

with over 300 yuan in savings.

Among the Peasants

During the Second National Con

ference on Learning from Tachai

in Agriculture held in Peking last

December, Chairman Hua received

the delegates. When he heard that

someone was there from the

Shangwang production brigade in

Shaohsing county, Chekiang prov

ince, he said, "Shangwang brigade?

I've been there."

"You were there on July 18,

1971," Wang Chin-yu, secretary of

the brigade Party branch told

him.

Chairman Hua had toured,

among other things, the brigade's

tea garden and talked with com

mune members there. The scene

was recently recreated in the

painting A Close Friend on p. 17.

Later this brigade refused to go

along with the "gang of four" and

its ideas which would have wreck

ed agriculture. Because of this it

was attacked and its people were

persecuted.

"How are things there now?"

asked Chairman Hua.

Wang Chin-yu was beaming so

broadly all he could say was,

"Fine, fine."
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