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l^^HEN our Premier Ghou En-lai died a year ago,
messages of condolence from all over the world

fell like heavy snowflakes on Peking, merging with
the tears that engulfed China in shared sorrow over
this gigantic loss.

From working class revolutionaries everywhere
came tributes to his great services to the cause of the
Chinese people's liberation and the cause of commu
nism, his consistent defense and faithful, effective

application of Marxism-Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought.

Messages from governments spoke of him as a

remarkable statesman of our time. With particular
warmth, many from the third world hailed him as a

fellow fighter in their own cause, who in a great many
ways encouraged and helped their self-reliant struggle
and development.

Countries want independence, nations want

liberation, peoples want revolution. Wherever this

irresistible tide of our times surges high, there

Premier Chou is remembered as a friend in need, and

in deed.

Always a patriot, always an internationalist, Chou

En-lai was a complete proletarian revolutionary. Be

ginning his political activity in the patriotic anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal awakening of the May 4
Movement of 1919, he came quickly to Marxism and

propagated it among the Chinese students and work
ers abroad. He joined the Communist Party of China
in 1922.

Returning to China in the period of the First
Revolutionary Civil War of 1924-27, when the Chinese
Communist Party entered into revolutionary coopera
tion with the Kuomintang founded and led by Sun
Yat-sen, he became political director of the Whampoa
Military Academy and helped create a vigorous armed
force for the war against imperialist-backed, feudal,
reactionary northern warlords. There I first met him
in the mid-1920s, as a young but already seasoned
and versatile leader, firm and clear-cut in his com
mitment to revolution. Shortly afterwards, in Shang
hai he led the workers' uprising which heroically
wrested that great city from warlord hands.

But Chiang Kai-shek, backed by all the imperi
alist and feudal forces, which feared and hated the
revolution, then betrayed the cause of Sun Yat-sen,

When he was in the Soviet Union in November 1964 for the
ceiebrations marking- the 41Ui anniversary of the October
Socialist Revolution, Comrade Chou En-lai resolutely rebuffed
the Soviet revisionists' vicious attack on the Communist
Party of China and defended Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought. He was welcomed back at the airport in Peking by
Chairman Mao and Comrade Cliu Teh on his return from Moscow.


