




























































































An agricultural expe1·iment group analyzes insect pests. 

the storeroom-keeper for seeds he 
refused to give them to ti.s. Didn't 
want to waste the team's grain, he 
said. We took some rice grain from 
our own homes for seed. 

Everybody in the village was in
terested in our experiment and we 
were excited too. We tended the 
fire carefully day and night, en
suring an even temperature and 
keeping a close watch on the seeds. 
It was early spring and still cold at 
night. With only the experiment 
on our minds, we sat on straw mat
tresses by the stove and forgot 
everything else. Two days later the 
seeds sprouted, sturdy and even. 

Sixty-year -old poor peasant 
Teng Ta-niu was so excited that 
he walked all around the village 
showing people the sprouts. "I've 
worked in the fields and soaked 
seeds all my life and never saw 
such good sprouts!" he said. 
"Women in the new society are 
really smart !" The storeroom
keeper was also convinced. "Just 
tell me how much seed you used 
for the experiment,'' he told us, 
"and I'll pay it back." 

The commune called an on-the
spot meeting in our team to spread 
the steaming method. Our success 
began to change people's minds 
about women and our self-confi
dence grew. 

OCTOBER 1975 

Not long after this we heard that 
peasants in Chekiang province 
were growing three crops a year, 
one of wheat and two of rice. We 
decided to try. But the growing 
period n eeded for the three crops 
was about 20 days more than . the 
entire year. Somehow the process 
had to be shortened. How? We 
invited some old peasants from 
Chekiang to tell us how they did it. 
We arranged meetings in our team 
to ask for advice. We studied crop 
records in our area in connection 
with local conditions. 

Finally we worked out measures 
that would make the wheat and 
early rice ripen sooner, and this 
would enable us to transplant the 
seedlings of late rice before the 
beginning of autumn. Our experi
ment was a success. We harvested 
5.74 tons of grain on our 0.27-hec
tare experimental plot. Our pro
duction team adopted the method. 
With three crops a year, the team's 
output jumped to 17 tons a hectare 
and our team became an outstand
ing unit in the county. 

Learning While Doing 

I had six years of schooling, the 
other group members four. This 
gave us a lot of trouble in our 
study of science and technology. 
We tried to overcome t his by using 

every opportunity to learn by doing 
and increase our know\edge 
through practice. When I learned 
new things on visits to other com
munes, I taught the others in our 
group. The team has an evening 
technical school and we all go to 
classes three times a week. The 
county Party committee sent Wang 
Tung-wen, one of us, to study new 
farming methods in the county 
town for ·ten months and she be
came the backbone of the group. 

In the daytime we work on our 
experiments and in the fields . In 
the evening we seize every minute 
to finish housework so we can 
study or discuss problems that have 
come up in our experiments. 
During the earing and flowering 
period last September our team's 
late rice was attacked by insects. 
The plants turned red and wither
ed. We caught some of the insects 
and studied some relevant mater
ials. The insects lay their eggs on 
tares and when the larvae come 
out they climb up the rice stalks 
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and destroy the plants. We sug
gested that the team pull up the 
tares at once and spray the rice 
with insecticides. This wiped out 
the pests. "Our scientific experi
ment group has done a good job!" 
our team members remarked. So 
far we have learned how to handle 
nine kinds of insect pests that 
attack paddy rice. 

Learning while doing has greatly 
increased our knowledge of scien
tific farming. We have learned 
how to nurse rice seedlings, breed 
high-quality strains, cultivate three 
crops a year and control rice pests 
and diseases. The team members 
call us their "native experts" and 
the leaders use our advice in pro
duction. Whenever a new tech
nique is introduced to our team it 
is first tried out by our group and 
then adopted in the fields. We 
have also been invited several 
times to other communes to tell 
about our experience. 

New Family Relations 

Taking part in scientific experi
ments has also changed relation
ships in our families. In the old 
society women had no social status 
and had to obey the husband. We 
did all the housework and were not 
allowed to work in the fields. After 
liberation women gained political 
position and were free to work in 
the fields. But the influence of the 
pernicious Confucian idea that 
"men are :superior and women are 
inferior" still remained. So when 
we began to do scientific experi
ments it caused contradictions at 
home. 

My husband Hu Cheng-teh is 
our production team leader. Af
fected by the Confucian idea, he 
at first was indifferent toward our 
scientific work. When we stayed 
up all night in the small room 
working out the steaming method, 
he didn't even bother to come and 
have a look. "If you women do 
scientific experiments, what are 
we men supposed to do?" he said. 

Tung Tung-chi's baby was only 
one year old when she began work
ing on our experiments. Her hus
band thought he couldn't handle 
the baby at night and brought her 
to our experiment room, com
plaining that Tung-chi was active 
enough in experimenting but 
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neglected the home. People with 
such old-fashioned ideas said. we 
had gone too far. · 

But we didn't quit. We per
sisted in our experiments and at • 
the same time tried to help our 
husbands see the meaning of our 
work. As time went on and we 
achieved some results, they began 
to:change their minds. Last spring 
we tr!ed to shorten the nursing 
time of sweet potato sprouts. We 
had to get up at midnight to light 
a fire in order to keep the seed
beds warm. My husband came 
and worked with us through the 
night. When I was away at 
meetings he showed special con
cern for our group, making sug
gestions or helping to solve prob
lems. Tung Tung-chi's husband 
also changed his attitude. "People 
trust you," he tells her, "and you 
must do your work well." He also 
does housework now so Tung-chi 
can spen~ more time on our 
group's work. 

Since the movement ·to criticize 
Lin Piao and Confucius began we 

have studied, the works of Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Stalin and the 
writings of Chairman Mao with 
other team · members, especially 
criticizing the absurd theories of 
Lin Piao and Confucius such as 
"women are backward" and "lack 
of talent is women's virtue". The 
criticism is helping to smash the 
spiritual chains that shackle us 
women. Our group has grown to 
14 ~embers and our drive for 
scientific experiments has increas
ed. Last year we did 17 experi
ments · on rice and wheat and 
achieved good results. 

The reason we q_rdinary peasant 
women are able to make some 
contributions to the people is that 
we have the leadership of the 
Communist Party and Chairman 
Mao~ In our country, socialism 
has opened a broad road to 
women's liberation. "We have the 
backing of the Communist Party 
and Chairman Mao,'' members of 
our group often say. "We must 
do our work well and live up to 
their expectations. Our every suc
cess is only a new starting point." 
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LANGUAGE CORNER, 

Lesson 10 

~JJtJ_~~~~ 
Canguan Gongye Zhanlanhui 

Visiting an 1'1dustrial Exhibition 

QiAntiin, women qU ciinguinle 

Day before yesterday, we went (to) visit 
WO gu6 

our country's 

gongye jiinshe zhinlanbui. Zhege 

industrial construction exhibition. This 
zhinlanhui 

exhibition 

fiinyingle 

reflected 

wogu6 renmfn di Mao zhilxf . h6 Zhonggu6 

our country's people's, at Mao Chairman and Chinese 

~? 'it ~1 49i ~ T, Ill it -it, 
Gongcb8nd8ng de Ifngdao ~a, tuAnjie yfzhi, 

Communist Party's leadership under, (through) uniting together,(being) 

ziligengsheng, jmnshe shehuizhiiyi de chengjiu. 

seJf-reliant (and) building socialism achievements. 

Jill Zhonggu6 shi yf ge b&niengjian. banzhimfndi de 

Old China was a semi-feudal, semi-colonial 

ml~, rt~T *mI£5l, 
gu6ji8, shoujinle digu6zhiiyi. 

country, (and) suffered (from) imperialist, 

'i1t-W ~£5l ~ ~J j]j1J ~~ 
guiinlh\ozibenzhuyi de boxue he 

bureaucrat capitalist exploitation and 

Nashfhou, Zhonggu6 jlhii . mei you ziji 

fengji&nzhuyi. 

feudal (and) 

Jlii!o 
yiip0. 

oppression. 

de 
At that time China nearly had not (her) own 

gongye, 

industry. 

.:r.~ m £ .i.~ * tr ml 
gongye yongpin zhiiyao kao waigu6 

(For) industrial goods mainly depended (on) foreign countries' 

jinkou. 

imports. 
Yrjiiisijiiinmn 

In 1949 

ZhonghuA Renmfn 

the Chinese People's 

4t-,ff' ml 
Gonghegu6 

Republic 

chengH yihou, 

was founded after, 

women gu6jiii fiishengle genben de 

our country occurred fundamental 

t.1t, ..L~ ::k. 
bmnhua, gongye jianshe 

change, industrial construction 

ye 

also 

you le 

had 
hen 

very 
cl! 

great 

:Jilffe-o 
fiizbin. 

development. 

OCTOBER 19'15 

Ziti 

At 
zhinlanhui de 

exhibition's 

~#~{-f 

zhonggongyegu&nli, 

heavy industry hall in, 
women jiandao 

we saw 

gemonggeyang 

all kinds 
:.cie jlchuang, gingcAi 

'1~ 
he 

and of machine tools, steel products 

lfi. ~-51 ~ 1n ii.~ 21 Jl 
yfqi. Zui xlyin women zhuyi de shl 

instruments. (What) most attracted our attention was (the) 

:k~ idJ \JJ 21 ;fl 12 0 :k~ ~ *- Jl 
Daqing y6utmn de m6xfng. Daqing yuAnlAi shi yf 

Taching oil field model. Taching originally was a 

pmn huangdi, shfy6u gongren yila\o ziji de 

stretch (of) wasteland. The oil workers relying on their own 

llliang, jliinku fendou, zai duinduin 

at a short 
ji niAn Ii 

strength (and) hard struggle, few years in 

J.t 1-\ 1t a1 
jian~hengle 

buiJt up 
xiandaihua de y6utiAn he liany6uchllng. 

modem oil field and oil refinery. 

JJ[, ,ti 1f ml ~ ); itb ~ 1X. ; iif ~~ 
Xianzai Zhonggu6 de shfy6u bujin keyi 

Now China's oil not only can 

ml tr 
hAi kiiishi xmng 

b #;:... 
l=.J .-p' 

ziji, 

supply herself 

ti:: o T ' 
chiikou le, erqie 

but also (has) begun to 
gu6wai 
abroad (to be) exported. 

".1.~ ~ 
"Gongye Daqlng" yijing chengwei qulin 

whole "In industry, learn from Taching" already has become 

gu6 gongching kuang shin de xfngdong 

country's factories' (and) mines' action 

Qlnggongyeguan zbanchiile 

Light industry hall displayed 

tf~, 
zhongbiAo, shouylnjl, 

clocks and watches, radios, 

a m J:z 
zhOng riyongpin 

J.l 
jf 

kinds of daily necessities and 

dmnshijl, 

TV sets, 

~J:zo 
shfpin. 

food. 

~ t)!], 
slch6u, 

silks, 

wain ju 

toys 

it~ 
_ Zhexie 

These 

kouhao. 

slogan. 

~$~, 
miAnbu, 

cotton cloth, 

he ge 

and all 

f-£ 
chanpln 

~roducts 
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i)f)l}J j 'f mi ~ 1. 3k !!. j£ 1J<. f ;;fi:r 
shuiimingle Zhiinggu6 qlnggiingye shengchBn shuipfng h~ 
showed China's light industrial production level and 

A.. ~ a~ !!. ,~ 1J<. + if- 4:- :1' !n- ~ ~ 0 

r6mnfn de shenghu6 shuipfng zhengzai buduan tfgao. 
peopJe's living standard are constantly (being) raised. 

~li i!.+ ,~Jt~ ~ A.. ~ ~j1J ~~ 
Kanguo zh~e zhinJanbui de ren diiu shou_,ao hen 
Saw this exhibition people all 1 got very 

:k. ~ :cf.t 1J o ~ -ft ~ 1f1 j!jJa ~~ i:: ·~ 1fl 
da de jiAoyu. 'Ii sbi women gengjii rem women 

·great education. It made· us more love our 

a~ i!.* .i. SL *11!1, * ll *I~ 
de shehulzhiiyi ziJgu6, bingqie juextn 

· · socialist motherland, · moreover determine 

Jtit ~f £. *.ff 0 

jiinshe de geog meibio. 
to build more beautiful. 

Translation 

;Je, ~ 
bi ti 

it 

The day before yesterday we went to visit an exhibition on China's 
industrial construction~ This exhibition reflected the achievements 
of the Chinese people who, united under the leadership of Chairman 
Mao and the -Chinese Communist Party, are self-reliantly building 
socialism. 

Old China was a semi-feudal, semi-colonial country and suffered 
a great deal under imperialist, feudal and bureaucrat capitalist 
exploitation and oppression. Then China had hardly any industry and 
for industrial goods depended mainly on imports. After the found
ing of the People's Republic of China in 1949, a fundamental change 
occurred· in our country. Industrial construction also underwent 
great development. 

In the heavy industry hall we saw many kinds of machine tools, 
steel products and instruments. What attracted our attention most ~ 
was the model of Taching: oil field. Taching originally was a waste
Jand. Th~ oil workers, relying on their own efforts, built up a modern 
oil fielcl and refinery in a few short years. Now China is not only 
self~sutficient in oil, but has also begun to export some. "In industry, 
learn from Tacbing" has become a call to action in the factories and 
mines of the whole country. 

The light industry hall displayed silks, cotton cloth, clocks and 
watches, radips, TV :sets, toys and many kinds of daily necessities 
and food. These products showed that the level of China's light 
industrial production and the people's living standard keep going up. 

All who saw the exhibition received a great education. It made 
us love our socialist motherland more and determine to build .it into 
a more beautiful one. 

Notes 

1. The particle guo it. Guo it after a 
verb shows past experience or action. 'fa quguo 
~honggu6 -ftk,~Jt t ml (He has been to China). Wo 
kanguo nage gongye zhanianhui ~ ~ it ~ + :r.. ~ 
Jffe_ 'Jt ~ (I have seen that industrial exhibition). For 
the negative form, meiyou· is added before the verb :. · · 
while the particle guo it remains. Ti meiyou . quguo 
Zhonggu6 -ft!, it ~ -k lt t ml (He has not been to 
China). Jiu Zhonggu6 meiyou chiikouguo shfy6u 1a t . 
ml it~ th o· it b idl (Old China had not exported. 
petrole~). 

2. Nouns of location. Monosyllabic nouns· of 
location in9lude: shang J:. (up), xia r, (down), Ii 
1l. (in), wM 'tr (out), zuo lr.. (left), you t; (right), qian 
lit (front), hou ~ (back), pang f"' (side), zhong t 
(middle). They are generally not used alone ·but as noun . 
suffixes show location, as zhuozishang -! i-J:. (on the 
table), shinxia ~ r (below the mountain), zhinlinguinli 
Jffe_ 1i. t& J[ (in the exhibition hall), and menwai n '~ 
(out the door). - -

Some nouns of location are disyllabic. These 
are formed by adding biin i!J.., mian diJ or t6u ~ to 
other nouns of location: shangbiin J:.i!J.. (above), 
xiabiin r itJ.. _(beneath), libiin .£. liL (inside), waibiin 'r 
it!.. (outside), zuobiin J;_i!J.. (left), youbiin ti'lil. (right), 
qianbiin $ill (before), houbiinJ&; ltl.(behind). We can 
only say · pangbiin ~ lfL (beside) and zhongjiin ~ thl 
(between) but not zuotou J;_ ~ or yout6u ii"~. Disyl
labic nouns of location can be used alone or after 
other nouns, with or without de 6~ : shingdian 
(de) houbiin iBj" A ( ~ ) Jf2 itJ.. (behind the store), wo (de) 
pangbiin ~ ( 6~) ~lil. (beside me). But de~ cannot 
be used with a monosyllabic noun of location. We 
cannot say zhuozi (de) shang -! i- 6~ J:. or zhaminguan 
{de) Ii Jk '.ft 1t 6~ Jl.o 

Unlike some languages, in Chinese nouns of 
location can serve . as subject, object or attributive 
(modifier of a noun, see Lesson 6) just as other nouns. 
In the sentence Libiin hen ginjing 1l. itJ..~tl -f ;t (The 
inside is very clean), Jl. lil. is the subject. In Women zai 

. wtibiin ~ 1r1 Ii 'r it!.. (We are outside), 'r lil. is the object 
(note that here Chinese differs from English). In 
Shangbiin de z8zhi shl xin de J:. lil. ~ th,~ Jt. fJi" 6~ (The 
top magazines are the latest), J:. itL is the attributive. 

Libiin 1l. it!.. is not used after place names. Tai 
shin zai Shindongsheng ~~Ii~ $ .ili1 (Mount Tai 
is in Shantung province), but not ~~Ii~ $ .ilil Jl. ;JL. 
Wo gege zai Beijing xuexi ~~-if Ii ~t. '* ~ >J (My 
elder brother studies in Peking), but not ~ ~-jf Ii.~~ 
"* 1l. itL ef:;; .o 

Exercise 

Fill in the blanks with the particles 1, t or it. 

~~ f.~11.fi~t,~' {!!.;}lit~ *--*~~ml' it iff 
~~-*~~~~o~~~~a,~J:.,~~~+M 

~ *-· _,q,. ;fJiJ ~Jt. ;fp Pt 6~ $ dfJ, ~ J:. a -tt + ;;x. t1: ~ r o ~ 

1fl~~~Mi, -itl.k._, -lil.it_, .R·llt--+ 
? 1l" Bt:iit.i•J 1 o .f-~ ~ l8l J'A. ~ ~tl-l, -i-JJC. JL ~ A.Jtl? o 

~1fl~,tk_-~JL, tf.7f-Mi~ ~o ~Jl.~ ~~tli!j, ~ 

J:.~~#oi!~M~~~~k,~00~,-~~~' itK. 

'.ltJ:.1 o ~~~*' ~f.r.~-Jt' *•k Io Pt_+ 
tn.. J-::< lf2 , ~ 1n :7.t r ~ r , i! ~ ~ 1n ,q,._· -~&.? ~ ;fJ1J Jt , 
r .!f-7' ,/! .. +I' t ~ .i•J ~Jl.o 

(Answers bn p. 45) 
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