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EDUCATION
IN CHINA TODAY

EDUCATION brought to the
people on an immense scale is
one of the achievements since the
founding of new China. Today the

number of university, middle .and
primary school students is more
than one-fifth of the total popula-
tion. There are 6 times as many

Liu Chia-ming (left), a worker-graduate from the Northeast Institute
of Petroleum Engineering, helps overhaul a drilling machine. Liu, now a
technician, is deputy leader of a drilling team at the Taching oil field.
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primary school students and 24
times as many middle school stu-
dents compared with the highest
number in pre-liberation days.
Around 90 percent of all school-age
children are in school. An even
greater change hag taken place in
the countryside, mountain areas,
borderlands and national minority
areas. Some national minority
areas that formerly did not even
have a written language now have
both primary and middle schools
and students in wuniversities in
other areas.

New China’s universities, by
the end of 1974, had graduated
12.6 times the number in the
20 years before 1949. Apart from
higher educational institutes and
primary and middle schools, there
are a great many workers’ colleges
run by factories, colleges run by
farms, short-term training courses
run by universities, correspondence
courses, vocational schools, part-
work-part-study schools and tech-
nical schools for farming people.

In old China eight out of ten
people were illiterate. This state of
backwardness, the result of ex-
ploitation and oppression by im-
perialism, feudalism and bureau-
crat-capitalism, has been ended.

New China develops education
by “walking on two legs”. This
means that in addition to schools
run by the state, large numbers
of primary and middle schools have
been established by rural com-
munes and production brigades
with some state assistance. Classes
are arranged to suit the character-
istics of life in farming and pastoral
areas to make attendance con-
venient. For example, there are
“mobile schools” with traveling
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A peasant.-student at the Liaoning Agricultural College, Chang Tich-
sheng (third from left) learns veterinary work in the countryside,

teachers who make the rounds of
remote villages composed of only a
few families. There are also
“horseback schools” in which the
teachers move from pasture to
pasture along with the herdsmen
and their children.

Education in China is not con-
fined to schools. Workers, peasants,
office workers, armymen, sales
clerks and people in city neigh-
borhoods are raising their educa-
tional level or studying revolu-
tionary theory in all kinds of spare
time or on-the-job study programs
including short-term study classes
and political night schools. It
would not be an exaggeration to
say the whole of society has become
one big school.

Must Be Revolutionized

The revolution in education was
only really started during the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution
and is still going on. Its essence is
the transformation of the old edu-
cational system, together with its
principles and teaching methods,
in line with Chairman Mao’s teach-
ings, “Education must serve pro-
letarian politics and be combined
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with productive labor” and “Our
educational policy must enable
everyone who receives an educa-
tion to develop morally, intellec-
tually and physically and become a
worker with both socialist con-
sciousness and culture.”

Before the cultural‘revolution,
Liu Shao-chi and his followers, who
usurped the leadership of the
educational department, worked in
opposition to Chairman Mao’s pro-
letarian revolutionary line. The
methods of education were essen-
tially the same as before liberation
or followed those of other coun-
tries. Schools were dominated by
bourgeois intellectuals. The educa-
tional system produced graduates
who were divorced from workers
and peasants, as well as from
reality and productive labor. The
trend was toward the creation of
an intellectual elite, toward mak-
ing education a tool for capitalist
restoration.

During the revolution in educa-
tion the length of schooling, educa-
tional principles, teaching methods
and materials, the enrollment
system and the remolding of the
outlook of teachers, are all being

scrutinized. Priority is given to

the study of revolutionary theory
so that both teachers and students
will have the aim of teaching and
study — wholehearted service to
the revolutionary cause and to the
people — deeply imbedded in their
minds. + ¥

Before the cultural revolution, ‘a
student spent 16 to 20 years from
primary school through middle
school and university. He was shut
up in the classroom and studied by
rote. He had little idea of what
work meant in field and factory.
On graduation, his head was
crammed with formulas and equa-
tions but he could not work with
his hands and understood nothing
of the feelings of workers and
peasants.  Such students were in-
capable of shouldering the tasks of
socialist revolution and socialist
construction. S 1 '

Experiments are now under way
to complete primary school in five
years, middle school in four to five
years, and university in three years.
Even with the shortened courses
students acquire more practical and

‘theoretical knowledge than in the

past because superfluous subjects

and redundant or useless teaching



Teachers from the Szechuan Mining institute do
research and collect teaching material in a mine,

In the “July 21” Workers’ University affiliated to the Shanghai
Machine Tools Plant, a student discusses his design with a teacher.

Tibetan middle school students in Lhasa perform chemical experiments.
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material have been discarded. More
important, ideological education
has been strengthened; book learn-
ing is closely combined with prac-
tical production, and theory with
practice.

Combine Theory with Practice

School education is no longer
confined to the classroom. Primary
and middle schools in town and
country have established close links
with nearby factories, people’s
communes and army units,. which
in effect become big classrooms.
Where conditions permit, many
primary and middle schools have
opened small factories and farms
and invited workers, peasants and
armymen in as part-time teachers.
The universities have instituted a
new system of combining teaching,
scientific research and productive
labor. This means that regular con-
tact is established with factories
and people’s communes, and schools
run their own factories and
farms. Students of liberal arts
“take society as their factory”, go-
ing to factories, communes and
trade organizations to make social
surveys and to learn from the
workers, peasants and soldiers. By
taking a direct part in the three
great revolutionary movements —
class struggle, the struggle for pro-
duction and scientific experiment
— they are able to make the liberal
arts play a militant role.

The students, while being edu-
cated, thus do something useful
for society and create wealth for
the state. More important, by work-
ing alongside industrial workers
and peasants, they develop a deep
feeling for the laboring people and
learn what real service to them
means.

To become closer to the workers
and peasants, teachers and students
take part in collective labor for a
given period. At discussion meet-
ings either on the spot or after re-
turning to school, they analyze the
facts they have collected and raise
them to a theoretical level. Instead
of giving lectures to cram the
students’ heads full of information,
the teachers encourage them to
think things out independently. In
universities, lecture notes are cir-
culated to students before the
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lecture is given, also opportunity is
given for students to take the ros-
trum and expound their own
views. A comradely relationship
exists between teachers and
students, who argue and exchange
views freely in a revolutionary and
democratic spirit that strengthens
unity.

Thorough Transformation

_ In line with Chairman Mao’s in-
struction that “the teaching ma-
terial should be thoroughly trans-
formed”, institutions of higher
learning have prepared a great
deal of teaching - material over
the past few years.

omous regions also, new texts
have been written for primary and
middle schools. The new teaching
material embodies Chairman Mao’s
thinking in revolutionizing educa-
tion and the political line that
guides it, and gives prominence to
the ideology of serving proletarian
politics, socialist revolution and
construction, and the training of
successors to the proletarian revo-
lutionary cause.

In the past, examinations were
planned like surprise attacks, and
the questions asked were either
obscure or designed to trap the
students. Now “open-book” ex-
aminations have been introduced
almost universally. , The questions
to be answered are made known
beforehand and ‘during the ex-
amination students may refer to
books and discuss the: questions
with each other. This trains and
tests the students’ ability to analyze
and solve problems. '

A radical change has been made
in the university enrollment sys-
tem. The “book knowledge first”
criterion, which unfairly barred the
working people and their children
from going to university, has been
discarded. Instead of admittance
being open only to graduating
senior middle school students, new
students are generally selected
from among workers, peasants
and soldiers who have done two
or more years of practical work
and have been recommended by
the masses and approved by the
leadership in their locality or unit.
Older workers, peasants and rev-
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In prov-
inces, municipalities and auton-

olutionary cadres, rich in ex-
perience, are also considered even
though they may have passed the
age limit and do not have the re-
quired schooling.

During the cultural revolution,
Mao Tsetung Thought propaganda
teams from the factories went to
the schools, and under the unified
leadership of 'their Party commit-
tees, gave'full play to the leading
role of the .working class and
strengthened political and ideolo-
gical education. The domination of
bourgeois intellectuals was thus
broken. Simultaneously, country
schools were put under the super-
vision of the poor and lower-middle
peasants.*

Today workers and peasants,
together with revolutionary teach-
ers and students, are carrying
out Chairman Mao’s instructions to
transform education to meet the
needs of class struggle and produc-
tion. Lectures are given by
workers, peasants and soldiers.
The mental outlook of teachers,
after tempering in the cultural rev-
olution, has greatly changed and
some are making new contributions
in their fields.

Training Revolutionary
Successors

The first worker-peasant-soldier
university students, enrolled during
the cultural revolution, have
graduated. They have attained a
high level of political consciousness
and learned their vocational skills
far better than graduates from the
old universities. Students from
Tsinghua University, working in
several hundred factories and
mines in a dozen provinces and
municipalities, undertook the con-
struction of more than 360 projects
as pre-graduation practice. On
completion, one-third of the proj-
ects were judged to have reached
advanced standards in the country
and 80 percent of them were
adopted in relevant industries.

Instead of going straight from
middle school to college, students
now go to the rural areas, to the

* This is a political term denoting class
status and not present economic status. In
class struggle the poor and lower-middle
peasants are the most reliable allies of the
proletariat.

.and on labor.
gradually to eliminate the dif-

factories ‘or to join the army, to. -

work as ordinary peasants, workers
or soldiers. About ten million
middle-school  graduates have
already gone to the countryside
since the beginning of the cultural
revolution and have become a
new generation of educated peas-
ants imbued with socialist con-
sciousness. Their contribution to
the building of a new socialist
countryside is a significant one.
They are playing an important
part in helping to sweep away
centuries-old exploiting class ideas
and customs — ideas which made
people look down on the peasants
-This is helping

ferences between workers and
peasants, between town and coun-
try, and between mental and phys-
ical labor.

The revolution in education,
despite its many successes, is still
in the experimental stage. Its pur-
pose is to prevent and fight against
revisionism, train millions of suc-
cessors to the proletarian revolu-
tionary cause, speed up socialist
revolution and construction, and
ensure that socialist China will not
change its political color. As the
movement to criticize Lin Piao and
Confucius continues to eliminate
reactionary influences in the ideo-
logical field, the revolution in
education is also becoming deeper.
New things are emerging. An
outstanding example is Chaoyang
Agricultural College located in a
mountain village in Liaoning prov-
ince. Following the principle “from
the commune to the commune”,
the college enrolls students from
rural people’s communes and
assigns graduates back to their
communes to work as peasants in
brigades or teams. The aim is to
train new-type peasants with both
socialist consciousness and a 'good
grasp of agricultural science and
technique. The college’s achieve-
ments have provided new ex-
perience of strategic significance
in running schools and especially
colleges which meet the needs of
the socialist economic base.
Schools and colleges throughout
the country are now learning from

this experience, thus pushing

forward the revolution in educa-

tion. ' Y
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Peasant students from Chaoyang college have both socialist conscious-
ness and a good grounding in modern agricultural science and technology.

A NEW TYPE

FIVE years ago the then Shen-

yang Agricultural College left
its scenic campus in the industrial
city of Shenyang and relocated as
five different colleges throughout
the northeastern province of Liao-
ning. One of these, now the Chao-
yang Agricultural College, settled
in the mountainous, perennially
drought-stricken Chaoyang area,
poorest in the province. The school
has taken “from the communes to
the communes” as the guiding
principle and devoted itself to
training students selected from

OF COLLEGE

HSIN HSUEH-WEN

among the peasants of the local
people’s communes. Its students
return to their communes after
graduation and continue to work
as peasants, but they are a new
type of peasant with both socialist
consciousness and a good ground-
ing in agricultural science and
technology.

Known locally as “the peasants’
university”, the Chaoyang college’s
pioneering experiment is being
studied by many other institutes of
higher learning as part of their

effort to further the revolution in
education.

Yesterday and Today

The college offers six majors:
agronomy, orchards, water conser-
vation, water project construction,
hydrology and stockbreeding and
veterinary science. The 320 faculty
members include both full-time
teachers and part-time ones chosen
from among poor and lower-middle
peasants and state farm workers
with advanced production knowl-
edge. The school’s 1,200 students
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are young peasants from communes
in the six counties of the Chaoyang
area. After graduation from the
three-year course, while continuing
to work as peasants in their com-
munes they will form the backbone
for building Chaoyang’s socialist
countryside.

In the old Shenyang Agricultural
College everything went to impress
the newcomers that they were to
become high-level specialists and
make a name for themselves. New
students were greeted at the gate
by a huge bunting with the words,
“We warmly welcome our future
agricultural specialists.” At the
first assembly they were told how
many first-rate professors the
school had.

Because of the influence of Liu
Shao-chi’s revisionist line in educa-
tion, all courses were taught on
the campus. Crops were grown on
blackboards, what was taught was
divorced from the peasants and
production. Some research was
done on small plots: farm workers
employed by the school did the
actual labor, the professors did the
talking and the students just stood
around and listened. At the end of
such training most of the 7,000
graduates since the college’s in-
ception did not want fo go and
work in the countryside where life
was hard. A few accepted posts as
agricultural technicians in county
towns, the rest sought other jobs.
The very few who did go to the
grassroots were more often than
not unable to solve problems in
production.

Eighty percent of China’s nearly
800 million people live in the coun-
tryside. Agriculture is the founda-
tion of the nation’s economy. What
use is an agricultural college to a
socialist society if its graduates are
unwilling to go to the countryside
and help develop agriculture?

Chairman Mao had long ago
criticized this state of affairs, but
a change was possible only when
his revolutionary line for education
won out over Liu Shao-chi’s re-
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visionist line as a result of the cul-
tural revolution.

Scientists for the Farms

Since liberation the 3,200,000
people of Chaoyang, 88 percent of
whom live on the farms, have
worked tirelessly to build socialism
and prosperity in their area. A
program to modernize its agricul-
ture estimated that 100,000 scien-
tific and technical personnel were
needed there alone. But where
would they come from? This had
been a problem for years. Thus

when the local people heard that .
~ for several courses on cotton. He

an agricultural college had relocat-
ed right at their doorstep, they
were very happy. .

The college’s teachers and cadres,
on their part, were much moved
by what the people had already
achieved. They wanted to do all
they could to speed progress in the
area. They did not put up school
and residential buildings im-
mediately. First they lived in the
homes of commune members,
joined them in collective labor and
from them got a re-education in
order to find the best method of
training.

During this period they offered
a number of short courses of three
months to a year in water conser-
vation, veterinary science, and the
cultivation of sorghum, corn, cot-
ton and fruit trees. Later teachers
and students put up classrooms,
worked on experimental plots and
designed small reservoirs. Every-
thing they taught was related
closely to production in the com-
mune teams. More than 10,000
people received some kind of train-
ing in these short courses.

Wang Kuei-pin, 52, an ex-
perienced cotton grower, signed up

returned to his production team
often during the period of his
studies and was able to apply the
theories he was learning to im-
proving cultivation of his team’s
50 mu of cotton. Their record of
107 jin of ginned cotton per mu
was big news in this area of short
summers. Wang himself was so
pleased with the results of his
study that wherever he went he
passed on his knowledge and laud-
ed the college. People began call-
ing him “College” Wang.

After finishing the one-year
course, Wang was made cotton con-

Teachers and students criticize the Confucian idea that “those
who learn well will become officials” advocated by Lin Piao.




“College” Wang (center), combining his college-acquired theory wiith long prac-
tical experience, has produced unprecedentedly high cotton yields for his area.

sultant for the whole of Chienping
county. In 1973 when a hailstorm
stripped the county’s cotton College
Wang put his knowledge to work
on the ravaged plants, which re-
tained an average of less than one
boll each. He got them to yield
30 jin per mu, an achievement
that astonished even agricultural
specialists.

All the graduates of the short
courses, whether or not of Wang’s
years, share the aim of studying
to build up the socialist countryside
and have been able to use their
learning to develop collective
production.

Deep-going Changes

The results of the trial courses
proved the correctness of Chairman
Mao’s admonition that in a school
to serve the development of a so-
cialist economy, “students should
be selected from among workers

and peasants with practical ex-

. perience, and they should return

to production after a few years’
study”, and that teaching should be
linked closely with the three rev-
olutionary movements — the class
struggle, the struggle for produc-
tion and scientific experimentation.
They decided it was right to have
the school there in that valley 20
kilometers from the town of Chao-
yang and began offering three-year
courses which carried out these
principles.

The students are rural young
people with middle school educa-
tion or its equivalent and two or
more years of experience in pro-
duction. When they Ileave the
college they are a new type of
college trainee — farming people
with a good knowledge of advanced
agricultural science and technology
as well as socialist consciousness, a
love for agriculture and determina-

tion to stay in the country'side' and
serve the poor and lower-middle
peasants. "

This is a radical departure from
the Confucian idea that had per-
meated Chinese society for 2,000
years, that “those who study well
will become officials”. It is also a
refutation of the revisionist line in
education which trained spiritual
aristocrats divorced from labor
who actually served the bourgeoisie.

Reaction to the college was
varied. People steeped in the old
thinking said, “All that college and
they’ll still be peasants? Who'll
want to go?’ The poor and lower-
middle peasants reacted different-
ly. “A college for crop growers is
just what we want,” they said. “In
the past,” recalled a brigade Com-
munist Party secretary, “we’d send
one of our young people to college
in the city and he’d never come
back. We'd send another and we'd
never see him again either. I
couldn’t understand it. Doesn’t the
countryside need young people
with both socialist consciousness
and higher learning? Now with
this ‘from the communes to the
communes’ principle, the young
people we choose will be serving
the countryside.”

Far from having no applicants,
the college was besieged with
applications, even from communes
in neighboring provinces. Students
kept coming long after the school
term had begun. Last year the
leader of the Hsipeikou production
team came over with three young
women and begged the school to
take them. When told that there
was really no more space in the
dormitory, he asked that since the
team was only several kilometers
away, they be admitted as day
students. Told that the classrooms
were filled to capacity, he said,
“They can bring their own stools
and sit outside the window.” The
young women were finally allowed
to stay.

Politics in Command

Although this is a school for agri-
cultural technicians, it is the
students’ political consciousness
which is given first place. On the
first day they study Chairman
Mao’s teachings on education and
each receives a shovel and a hoe,
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