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A heavy summer wheat crop on the outskirts of Peking.

HINA is self-sufficient in grain. remained stable. The state, the  yield per hectare of land was only

In the past quarter-century,
led by Chairman Mao and the Chi-
nese Communist Party, our people
have self-reliantly solved the long-
standing historical problem of
grain shortages.

On the eve of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China in
1949, the imperialists declared
that China’s increasing population
created “an unbearable pressure
upon the land” and predicted that
the new China would not be able
to feed her several hundred mil-
lion people. According to impe-
rialist logic, China could survive
only by importing rice and flour
and becoming their colony.

In the 25 years since that predic-
tion, China’s population has grown
from 500 million to nearly 800
million, an increase of nearly 60
percent. Her grain production in
the same period has more than
doubled from 110 million to over
250 million tons, outstripping her
population growth.

Though the per capita consump-
tion of grain is still not very high,
it is guaranteed by a system of
planned supply. Grain prices have
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people’s communes as collectives,
and their member-households sep-
arately, all store reserves. This
guarantees the grain needs of the
people, in good years or bad. Every
one of China’s nearly 800 million
people has food to eat.

Having achieved self-sufficiency
in grain, and in fact a surplus,
China is free from foreign control,
able to export and import very
small amounts of grain —on the
basis of equality and mutual ben-
efit — to provide the people with
a more varied diet and to suit cer-
tain needs of foreign trade. The
imperialist prediction has been
exploded.

Grain is a basic necessity of life.
The imperialists and colonialists,
both old and new, often use con-
trol of grain markets as a means of
meddling in other countries’ af-
fairs. In semi-feudal, semi-colonial
China, imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism worked hand
in glove to exploit and oppress the
Chinese people so that the masses,
especially the peasants, became
impoverished. Farm production
was severely impaired or ruined.
Just before the liberation, the grain

about a ton.

The imperialists carried out a
twofold exploitation. On the one
hand they plundered China’s farm
and auxiliary products and her
natural resources. On the other,
they dumped their surplus rice and
flour in a show of “philanthropy”,
but actually to increase China’s
dependence on them. The old
China had to import grain almost
every year to supply the big coast-
al cities. In the vast countryside
and inland towns, a bad year
always meant famine, begging for
food and death by starvation.
After the big drought in 1920, 20
million people in five northern
provinces became refugees and
500,000 perished from hunger.

How did China solve the food
problem left behind- by the old
society? The answer lies in what
Chairman Mao said, in rebuttal of
the dire prediction of the imperial-
ists, “Revolution plus production
can solve the problem of feeding
the population.”

And that is how the new China,
where the people are their own
masters, has solved it in the last
25 years. A series of social rev-
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olutions has taken place in the
countryside — land reform, agri-
cultural cooperation and the form-
ing of the people’s communes.
Production has been developed by
relying on the superior system of
socialism, giving full scope to the
collective strength of hundreds of
millions of peasants, adhering to
the national economic policy which
takes agriculture as the foundation
and industry as the leading factor,
and ensuring increased support for
agriculture by all other branches
of the economy.

Destroying Shackles

In old China 70 to 80 percent of
the farmland was owned by land-
lords and rich peasants. The
masses of poor peasants were
tenants, who had to pay 60 to 70
percent of their harvests in rent.
Farming individually with crude
tools on small plots, and subjected
to this relentless exploitation, they
could hardly maintain production,

Storing the bumper summer harvest in east China.

let alone develop it. Grain output
was extremely low.

The land reform carried out
under Communist Party leadership
soon after the liberation destroyed
the system of feudal land owner-
ship, broke the shackles that had
fettered rural productive forces for
many centuries, and aroused the
peasants’ enthusiasm for produc-
tion. Immediately afterwards, the
Party led the peasants in moving
forward along the road of collec-
tivization pointed out by Chairman
Mao — first to mutual-aid teams
which had the rudiments of social-

_ ism, then to semi-socialist coopera-
‘tives in which land was pooled,

then to fully-socialist cooperatives
in which land was collectivized,
and draft animals and farm tools
were bought by the collective.
Thus the labor power, land, draft
animals and farm tools in the rural
areas all came under unified man-
agement, helping production to
expand.




In 1958 the fully-socialist co-ops
amalgamated into people’s com-
munes. With greater collective
economic strength, the communes
were able to organize both work
force and means of production on
a still larger scale and apply them
still more effectively. The produc-
tive forces in the countryside ex-
panded greatly. Being both eco-
nomic units and basic units of
political power in the countryside,
the communes are better able to fit
agricultural production into the
national economic plan.

In leading the peasants along the
road of collectivization, the Chi-
nese Communist Party constantly
educates them in socialism. It
helps them to free themselves
gradually from the idea of private
ownership, rooted in thousands of
years of individual farming, and
build up the idea of farming for
the revolution. It leads the peas-
ants in criticizing capitalist tend-

encies, resisting the interference
and sabotage by revisionist lines,
keeping to the socialist road, and
consolidating and developing . the
socialist collective economy.

After taking part in collective
productive labor, the peasants have
plenty of time for study, which is
one of their rights. They study
the works of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stalin and the writings of
Chairman Mao, and the Party’s
guiding principles and policies.
They discuss national affairs and
take part in political activities.

Because their political perspec-
tive is constantly widening and
their socialist consciousness grow-
ing, China’s hundreds of millions
of peasants are able to tell right
from wrong and keep to the social-
ist road in the thick of the sharp
class struggles in the countryside.

They have taken an active part
in the Great Proletarian Cultural

A reservoir built by the people of Linchu county,
Shantung province, irrigates large tracts of dry land.

Revolution and the movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius.
They have been criticizing Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao for pushing
a counter-revolutionary revisionist
line and examining and repudiat-
ing the schemes of these two rene-
gades to sabotage socialism. They
are criticizing the doctrines of
Confucius and Mencius which Lin
Piao used as an ideological weapon
for restoring capitalism. They see
that the Confucian ideas that
“those above are wise and those
below stupid” and “fate decides”
were actually spiritual shackles
fastened on them for centuries by
the reactionary ruling classes.
They have a better understanding
of Chairman Mao’s historical ma-
terialist concept, “The people, and
the people alone, are the motive
force in the making of world his-
tory”, and amply recognize their
own vital role in building social-
ism. As their spiritual outlook
broadens and deepens, farm pro-
duction too grows with great vigor.
Aim High

When Chairman Mao issued the
call, “In agriculture, learn from
Tachai”* China’s new-type peas-
ants, equipped with socialist con-
sciousness, launched a mass move-
ment to do so. They turned their
own spirit of self-reliance and
hard work into enormous strength
for changing the face of nature,
pushing socialist agriculture for-
ward and transforming low-yield
areas into high. Typical of this
determination and drive is the way
the peasants of the three northern
provinces of Hopei, Shantung and
Honan changed theirs from disas-
ter-prone and grain-deficient areas
into grain-sufficient ones. This
they did by relying on the strength
of the collective socialist economy
and their own all-out effort.

These three provinces lie in the
valleys of the Yellow, Huai and
Haiho rivers. In China’s past his-
tory, droughts often turned their
land into a parched desert and
floods left it a watery waste. In
famine years the toll of life ran
into tens or even hundreds of
thousands. Farm production was
further disrupted through exorbi-
tant taxes and exploitation of all

* The Tachai production brigade is a na-
tional pacesetter in agriculture. See the
November 1974 issue of China Reconstructs.
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The Chiangtu water control junction on the lower Yangtze River has greatly aided farming in northern Kiangsu province.

kinds by the reactionary ruling
classes, and in modern history by
imperialist plunder.

To maintain their rule, the feu-
dal dynasties for many centuries
and the Kuomintang reactionary
government in more recent times
used to grab huge quantities of
grain each year in the areas south
of the Yangtze and the Huai rivers,
then shipped them north to supply
their officialdom and soldiery.
The Grand Canal linking north and
south was built mainly for this
purpose. The calamity-ridden peo-
ple of the three northern provinces
had always longed to overthrow
the reactionary rule, conquer both
droughts and flood and free them-
selves from poverty.

After the birth of the new China,
Chairman Mao and the Party Cen-
tral Committee concerned them-
selves with the plight of the people
of these provinces. Chairman Mao
made frequent visits of inspection
and gave important instructions on
harnessing the Huai, Yellow and
Haiho rivers, calling on the people
to “change the situation in which
grain had to be shipped north from
the south”.

The people of the three prov-
inces responded by building a
series of large-scale water-control
projects over a period of years.
Since the cultural revolution be-
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gan, their peasants’ enthusiasm for
learning from Tachai and building
a socialist countryside has mount-
ed all the higher. Every winter
and spring now tens of millions of
people turn out to work on water-
control projects. More than a
thousand kilometers of the Yellow
River Dyke in Honan and Shan-
tung provinces have been raised
and reinforced, ending the old pat-
tern of “two breaches every three
years”. Several thousand water-
ways in the Huai and Haiho basins
have been dug or dredged. All
this has freed some seven million
hectares of land from flood and
waterlogging.

Besides harnessing rivers, the
people of these three provinces
have made basic improvements
of their farmland, centering on
drought prevention. In the moun-
tains they have built reservoirs,
terraced the slopes and planted
trees to control erosion. In the
plains they have dug wells and
canals, opened up sources of fer-
tilizer and improved alkaline soils.
To increase yields, they have in-
troduced superior seed strains, ra-
tional close-planting and inter-
cropping, and increased the multi-
crop area.

By 1970 Hopei, Shantung and
Honan had become basically self-
sufficient in grain. By 1973 their

total grain production was 2.5
times that of 1949. After putting
aside enough for food grain, seed,
collective reserves, and consump-
tion in their own cities and towns,
the three provinces sold a total of
500,000 tons of surplus grain to
the state. This not only turned
their dream of self-sufficiency into
a reality, it was a big step toward
self-sufficiency in grain for all of
north China and an important
one in solving the food problem
nationally.

In south China where natural
conditions are more favorable and
yields generally higher, the peas-
ants are applying the spirit of con-
tinuing the revolution they have
learned from Tachai to raise yields
still higher and change over from
two crops a year to three. Relying
on the strength of the collective,
and with help from the state, they
work constantly to improve soils,
water conservation and fertilizer
supply, increase mechanization
and farm more scientifically.
Through many years of effort,
China has built up several bases
for the supply of market grain —
among them are the Yangtze River
delta, the Pearl River delta, the
Tungting Lake area and Chiang-
han plain. These places, where
high yields are now guaranteed in
all weathers, play an important
role in feeding the nation and
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Two leaders of the Tachai production
brigade join the scientific farming group
in studying a superior strain of wheat.

meeting the needs for socialist
construction.

China’s countryside today is bet-
ter able to withstand drought and
prevent flood and waterlogging.
Close to 17,000,000 hectares of
low-lying fields have been freed
from waterlogging. The irrigated
area has increased notably. There
are extensive tracts of all-weather
fields in every province, munic-
ipality and autonomous region.
More than 200 counties and cities
supply commodity grain every
year in amounts ranging from
50,000 to 350,000 tons.

All-out Support for Agriculture

All the departments of China’s
economy are guided, in their plans
and measures, by Chairman Mao’s
general policy, “Take agriculture
as the foundation and industry as
the leading factor”. All do their
utmost to support agriculture. The
heavy industries exercise their
leading role to the full by supply-
ing more and better farm ma-
chinery, chemical fertilizer, pesti-
cides, fuel and trucks every year,
thus helping agriculture to mech-
anize on the basis of collectivi-
zation and increasing its labor
productivity.

The farm machinery industry
was non-existent in old China. To-
day more than 20 provinces, munic-
ipalities and autonomous regions
manufacture their own tractors,
walking tractors, diesel engines
and pumps for farm use. The rural
areas, devoid of industry through-
out their long past, are now dotted
with small hydroelectric power
stations and small factories pro-

Loading chemical fertilizer made by a county synthetic ammonia plant.

ducing steel, farm machinery,
chemical fertilizer and cement.
Ninety-six percent of the counties
have their own factories making
and repairing farm machines.

In 1973 the country produced six
times as many tractors and 32
times as many walking tractors as
in 1965, the year before the cul-
tural revolution, and the tractor-
plowed area almost doubled in
that same interval. Pumps with a
capacity of 30 million horsepower
have greatly expanded the areas
irrigated and drained by ma-
chinery.

When north China was hit by
severe droughts in 1971-73, indus-
try speeded the production of drill
rigs. Such help was an important
factor in ensuring good crops in
each of the three dry years. Some
330,000 wells were dug there in
1973 alone.

The finance departments, too,
went all out to aid agriculture.
While the self-reliant development
of farm production by the people’s
communes is the foundation of
advance, the state appropriates
certain funds every year to assist
large-scale water-control projects
and other measures for increasing
farm output. The state fiscal
policy is not to increase the agri-
cultural tax when production in-
creases. In the period soon after
China’s liberation, the agricultural
tax amounted to 12 percent of an-
nual farm production. Now it
takes up only 5 percent.

The government also takes
measures to narrow the ‘“scissors”
gap between industrial and farm

prices. While retail prices for grain
and principal non-staple foods
paid by the consumer have re-
mained the same, the prices at
which farm and sideline products
are bought by the state have been
repeatedly raised, and those charg-
ed for agricultural means of pro-
duction (machinery, fertilizers, etc.)
repeatedly cut during the last 25
years. Purchasing prices for prin-
cipal farm and sideline products
today are more than 90 percent
higher than in 1950, prices for
chemical fertilizer, pesticide, and
diesel o0il are one-third to two-
thirds lower than in 1950. In this
situation, while ensuring that their
members’ incomes increase from
year to year, the people’s com-
munes also amass more funds to
spend on mechanization, diversify-
ing their economy and setting up
small industries serving agricul-
ture, thus speeding its over-all
development.

But even though China’s devel-
oping agriculture is supplying the
country with the necessary food
grain, production has yet to catch
up with the increasing demands of
the people’s everyday life, econom-
ic construction and aid to other
countries. The yield per unit area
is still not very high; the ability
to fight natural disasters still not
very strong and the level of mech-
anization still low. Viewed from
any angle, there is a great poten-
tial for further increases in grain
production. The Chinese people
are working self-reliantly to build,
before too long, a modern socialist
agriculture with high and stable
yields.
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What Do We Mean by...

‘Take Grain as the Key Link and
Ensure All-round Development”?

(' HINA is a socialist country and
her agricultural development
is aimed at consolidating' the na-
tional economic base and meeting
the needs of socialist construction
and her people’s livelihocod. As in
industry, production in agriculture
is not for profit, nor is it governed
by the capitalist law of value.
China’s economy is planned and
develops proportionately. Agricul-
tural production is part of the na-
tional economic plan and serves
the needs of the state. °
“Take grain as the key link and
ensure an all-round development”
is an important policy formulated
by Chairman Mao to guide the
development of the country’s agri-
culture. It reflects the law of
China’s economy which develops
according to plan and propor-
tionately. Under this policy, grain
production comes first, but at the
same time a proper ratio is main-
tained between grain and other
crops, and between field cultiva-
tion, forestry, animal husbandry,
side-occupations.and fishery. The
aim is to ensure an all-round
development of farm economy.

Over the past 25° years, the
Chinese people, under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist
Party, not only have solved the
problem of feeding themselves by
following the policy of self-reliance
but have also produced a grain
surplus. Surplus grain goes to feed
the industrial cities, and to support
industrial crop areas and those
engaged in forestry, animal hus-
bandry and fishery, and sideline
production units. With their sup-
ply of grain guaranteed, everyone
can engage in production with-
out worry. Thus, an increase in
grain production also promotes
the over-all development of agri-
culture, forestry, animal hus-
bandry, sidelines and fishery. This
contributes to the accumulation of
funds and the provision of raw
materials and markets for industry.
An expanding industry and agri-
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culture enables China to continue

building socialism on an independ- ,

ent basis.

In drafting the annual plan for
agriculture, the planning depart-

provinces (or autonomous regions),
administrative areas, counties and
people’s communes repeatedly .dis-
cuss and study what measures will
be needed at each level to imple-
ment the basic policy. When fixing

the area to be planted with various

crops, the planning. departments
first make sure that the acreage
allocated for grain will be sufficient
to guarantee the required output.
A number of bases for the supply
of market grain have been built up.
They produce high yields even in
years of drought or waterlogging
and play an important role in feed-
ing the nation. Every sector of the
national economy serves agricul-
ture, which is the base. Finance
departments allot funds; the state
invests in large projects for irriga-
tion and flood .control; factories
produce farm machinery to ac-
celerate mechanization. The un-
derlying consideration of all is to
implement the policy of taking
grain as the key link and ensuring
an all-round development. -

As the grain supply increases,
the state gradually carries out
plans for the extension of in-
dustrial crops, forestry, animal
husbandry, side-occupations and
fishery. The policy is applied on
a nationwide basis. Staple crops
vary in accordance with regional
conditions and are fixed under the
unified state plan. In general, the
main work of production teams in
people’s communes is.grain grow-
ing. It is on this basis that they
cultivate other crops, develop
forestry, animal husbandry, side-
lines or fishery. In those areas
mainly cultivating economic crops
or engaging in forestry, animal
husbandry or fishery, grain and
other crops are also grown on a
subsidiary basis wherever possible.

The principle is that every area
has its main emphasis while also
shouldering other tasks. Only thus
can an all-round socialist agricul-

- tural economy be developed.
ments of the Central Government,

In China, implementation of the
agricultural policy can be roughly
divided into two stages. The first
stage began in 1956 with the
setting up of agricultural pro-
ducers’ cooperatives throughout
the country. The scattered small
peasant economy turned collective.
Manpower, land, farm tools and
other means of production came
under unified management. This
created the conditions for increas-
ing grain production and, at the
same time, developing a diver-
sified economy. But each co-op
had only about 100 households and
70 hectares of farmland. Their
small scale limited all-round devel-
opment.

Co-ops amalgamating into peo-
ple’s communes in 1958 initiated
the second stage. A commune
generally has several thousand
households with a population of
around 10,000 and many more
thousands of hectares of land. It

‘has much more manpower, ma-
‘terials and funds than a co-op.

Therefore, formation of people’s
communes paved the way for
further implementation of the
policy — “Take grain as the key
link and ensure an all-round
development”.

Guided by this policy, China has
been constantly raising .agricul-
tural production. Since 1962 — for
twelve years running —she has
had good harvests. In 1973, the
yields of grain and cotton surpass-
ed all previous levels and there was
an all-round development of farm-
ing, forestry, animal husbandry,
sidelines and fishery. The summer
harvest in 1974 showed a substan-
tial increase over the previous
year, and although figures: for the
autumn crops are not yet available,
forecasts are good.






