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.Crititizung Lm Piao and Confucius

The Chinese Working People

Always Fought Confucius

ONFUCIUS was a reactionary

thinker even in his own time,
trying to prop up the collapsing
slave system. In the 2,000-some
years since then he has been rever-
ed by China’s reactionary ruling
classes, especially when in their
decline. They exalted him as a
“sage”, his doctrine as ‘“the way of
the sage”, and used it as an ideo-
logical and theoretical tool for pre-
serving or restoring their reaction-
ary rule,

The working people, however,
recognized the reactionary role of
Contucius and his doctrine. Always
in the forefront of the anti-Confu-
cius struggle, they made it an im-
portant part of the greater struggle
against exploitation and- oppres-
sion. Greater exaltation of Confu-
cius and his doctrine by the ruling
classes only intensified the work-
ing people’s fight against them.
Chinese history is a record of
one wave after another of struggles
against Confucius.

Slave Struggles

Confucius ran into opposition
from the laboring people right
from the beginning of his counter-
revolutionary career. His time, the
end of the Spring and Autumn
period (770-475 B.C.) in China, was
one of transition from slave society
to feudalism. There were frequent
slave uprisings. In a bid to seize
power from the slave-owning aris-
tocrats, the newly-emerging class
of landlords advocated reforms.

+ The old order faced total collapse.

Trying to save it, Confucius
urged the slaveowners to restrain
their words and deeds and make
them conform to the rites of the
earlier Chou dynasty, to thus keep
the slave system from deteriorat-

TIEN KAI

ing. He travelled from state to state  at him for his attempt to hold back
trying to get this idea accepted. progress. In the State of Wei he
The slaves loathed him and jeered was called ‘“despicable, ignorant

Slave uprising leader Liuhsia Chih denounces Confucius as an artful deceiver.
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and out of tune with the times”.
At the gate to the capital of the
State of Lu a guard derided him
as someone ‘“‘who wants to turn
back the trend even though he
knows it is impossible”.

More than once Confucius was
surrounded and ridiculed. Once,
as he passed through a place nam-
ed Kuang preaching a return to
everything ancient, the slaves
grabbed him and berated him for
five days before they let him go.
As soon as he was free Confucius
got his disciple Tzu Lu to go with
troops to suppress the people of
Kuang. They rose in open revolt
and sent Tzu Lu and his men
reeling.

Liuhsia Chih, leader of China’s
first large-scale slave uprising, and
his force of 9,000 struck terror to
the hearts of the slave-owning
aristocrats, who barricaded them-
selves in their city fortresses and
dared not come out. It was Con-
fucius who came forward, bent on
using dissuasion to break up Chih’s
forces. '

Putting on an obsequious man-
ner, he flattered the slave leader
saying he possessed “excellent
virtue”. If Chih would put down
his arms and become a peaceful
subject, he said, “we will build a
big city” and “honor your excel-
lency as the duke”.

Chih scoffed at the toadying man
before him. He called Confucius
an “artful deceiver”, mean and
shameless, a reactionary politician
who “tells lies and uses false pre-
tences to bewitch the rulers in
order to gain wealth and position”,
a “cunning and deceitful person”
“habitually praising people to their
faces . . . also habitually abusing
people behind their backs”.

Confucius, he said, was a par-
asite who ‘“gets his food without
farming and his clothes without
weaving”. Chih listed facts docu-
menting the greed and ruthlessness
of the slave-owning aristocrats.
He exposed Confucius’ talk about
benevolence, filial piety and
brotherly love as sheer lies to fool
the people. He said nothing was
more immoral than for the slave-
owners to gain wealth without
working for it and nothing was
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China’s first peasant uprising led by Chen Sheng and Wu Kuang.

more moral than for the slaves to
rise against their owners and seize
that ill-gotten wealth as their own.

“The things Chiu* talks about are
everything I reject,” Chih declar-
ed. He pointed out that only stupid
submissive persons would fall for
sweet words and give up revolt for
money and position, that nothing
Confucius said could make him
submissive.

“There is no bigger robber than
you!” he said, adding that Con-
fucius deserved death for his
crimes. He ordered the man to
leave. Stunned and white as death,
Confucius slipped away without a
word.

The very fact that slaves dared
to confront Confucius showed that
they were ready to overthrow the
system that was holding them in
bondage. Their struggle shook the
slaveowners’ rule to the founda-
tions and propelled society forward
from slavery to feudalism.

Attacked by Peasant
Uprisings

As feudalism emerged the intel-
lectuals of the landlord class took
over Confucius’ idea of a social
hierarchy and his patriarchal
ethics and modified them to create
a theoretical basis for the feudal
system and an ideological weapon

* The man known to the world as Confu-
cius bore the family name of Kung and
given name of Chiu.

for the landlord class to use in
ruling over the peasants. This ex-
plains why Confucius and his
thinking was attacked in every
revolutionary peasant struggle in

China’s 2,000 years of feudal
history.
Declaring “It cannot be that

princes and earls, generals and
ministers are of a special pedigree,”
and denying point-blank that the
king’s authority was bestowed by
divine right, Chen Sheng and Wu
Kuang, leaders of China’s first
uprising of peasants toward the
end of the Chin dynasty (221-207
B.C)), were in essence repudiating
the Confucian idea that “a king is
a king and a subject a subject” and
the Confucian theory of ‘“fate”,
which is an idealist conception.

One of the precepts of the Con-
fucian school was that “Heaven
changeth not, likewise the Way
changeth not”, a bit of idealist
metaphysics which makes it look
like the reactionary rule is un-
changeable. But toward the end of
the Eastern Han dynasty (A.D. 25-
220) the Yellow Turban rebels
declared they were going to change
“heaven” for the landlords into
“heaven” for the peasants.

Many ideas put forward by re-
belling peasants in their struggle
against the feudal system were a
direct refutation of the Confucian
idea of a rigid hierarchy based on
an ancestral relationship. The
slogan of equalitarianism was used
for the first time in a_ peasant
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uprising at the end of the Tang
dynasty (618-907). “Eliminate the
differences between high and low,
between rich and poor” was a
slogan of a peasant uprising in the
Sung dynasty (960-1279). “Wipe
out injustice” was the declared aim
of the insurgents who called them-
selves the Red Turbans at the end
of the Yuan dynasty (1271-1368).
Equal distribution of land and no
taxation were demands of the re-
volt led by Li Tzu-cheng that end-
ed the Ming dynasty (1368-1644).

Peasants in revolt also defied
the “sage” of the feudal ruling
class with direct action. The 13th-
century Red Jackets burned down
the Confucian temple when they
captured Confucius’ birthplace,
Chufu in today’s Shantung prov-
ince. In the Ming dynasty its re-
placement was broken into and the
Confucian classics dumped into a
cesspool by peasant insurgents. In
the Ching dynasty (1644-1911) the
Nien peasant army four times laid
siege to Chufu and finally, to vent
their hatred for the “sage” and his
reactionary thinking, broke into
an academy where he had once
lectured and smashed the sacrifi-
cial tablet and vessels,

. The Taipings Against
Confucianism

The Taiping re;iolution was a
gigantic campaign against Con-
fucianism. Largest peasant upris-

ing in Chinese history, it set up

the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom in

the mid-19th century.

In 1843 Hung Hsiu-chuan, who
was to become its leader, issued an
open challenge to Confucianism
and the entire feudal system by
smashing a tablet reading “Con-

fucius, Great Perfection, Ultimate
Sage and Foremost Teacher” in the
school where he taught.

A story
later made up by Hung has a “God-

- king” denounce the books of Con-

fucius for being “full of misleading

and wrong ideas” that had led the

people astray. In a fury this “god-
king” — a personification of the
revolutionary peasants.fighting for
liberation — orders a divine mes-
senger to flog Confucius.

Hung Hsiu-chuan held that the
.Confucian doctrine was the ideo-

logical root of all the evils of the
feudal rule. The Taipings first
banned the Confucian classics, and
called them “sorcerer’s books”.
After making Nanking their cap-
ital, they set up an “office to ex-
punge books” under the personal
supervision of Hung Hsiu-chuan.
It examined and revised the Con-
fucian Four Books and Five Clas-
sics, cutting out all “false talk” and
“evil words”.

The Taiping revolutionary lit-
erature, their “four equalities” —
political, economie, social and
equality between men and women
—and their revolutionary policies
and measures were a break with
Confucianism both in theory and
in practice and struck a heavy
blow to feudalism.

The Taiping regime was out-
standing for its uncompromising
criticism of the Confucian idea
that “men are superior and women
inferior”.
authority of the husband which
kept women in bondage, and raised
the emancipation of women as a
revolutionary task.

The stipulation in writing that
“land will be distributed to every-
one, regardless of sex” gave women
economic equality with men.
Women in the revolutionary ranks
were free to take part in political
activities and combat duty, take
civil service examinations and hold
official posts. The Taiping regime
banned buy-and-sell marriage,
prohibited prostitution and the
keeping of bondmaids and abolish-
ed foot-binding and other customs
that humiliated women. This
movement for the liberation of
women under the Taipings showed
that the peasantry’s struggle to
break away from patriarchal rule
had advanced to a new stage.

Each time the working people’s
revolutionary struggles battered at
Confucius their = denunciations
went deeper. Yet their struggle
was limited by the nature of their
class and the time in which they
lived. Although their uprising
dealt blows fo the old order and
helped promote the development
of the social productive forces,
neither the slaves nor the peasants
were the class that represented a
new mode of production. There-

It attacked the feudal .

fore they were unable to advance a
new social system Jto replace the
old. Nor did they have a scientific
theory of revolution which could
thoroughly defeat Confucianism.
This task can be accomplished only
by the proletariat. Representing
the new socialist mode of produc-
tion, the.proletariat is the greatest
revolutionary class in history. It
carries out “the communist rev-
olution which is the most radical
rupture with traditional property
relations; no wonder that its devel-
opment involves the most radical
rupture with traditional ideas”.
(Manifesto of the Communist
Party.)

The May 4th Movement

With the May 4th Movement of
1919 the Chinese proletariat step-
ped onto the historical stage and
began to lead the Chinese revolu-
tion. It was the beginning of a
thoroughly anti-imperialist, anti-
feudal new democratic revolution
and marked a new page in the
working people’s struggle against
Confucianism.

The imperialists as well as the
feudal class found the Confucian
doctrine of restoration and retro-
gression of use to them. After the
Opium War of 1840, as imperialist
encroachment proceeded, Chinese -
society was transformed from a
feudal one into a semi-colonial and
semi-feudal one. The imperialists
used the feudal-comprador class as
the social prop for their domina-
tion of China, and the doctrines of
Confucius and Mencius* as an
ideological tool for enslaving the
people.

Servants of U.S. imperialism like
Gilbert Reid** spared no effort to
promote Confucianism. To prevent
“the rise of social unrest”, he said,
Confucianism and Christianity
should respect each other, exhort
each other, complement each other
and be harmonized. Hermann

* Mencius (390-305 B.C.), pmncxpal repre-
sentative of Confucian thought in mid-
Warring States period (475-221 B.C.), took
over and developed the thinking of Con-
fucius. The doctrine of Confucius and
Mencius means the entire system of
thought represented by these two people.

** Gilbert Reid was an American mission-
ary in China’s Shantung province in the
latter half of the 19th century.
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The Taiping revolutionary army sets fire to
a tablet reading “Confucius, Great Perfec-
tion, Ultimate Sage and Foremost Teacher”.

The Tai Ping Tien Jih (Taiping Heavenly
Days), a chronicle of events published by the
Taipings, points oui, “Kung Chiu’s books
used for teaching contain many things that
are wrong.”

-
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Keyserling,* an agent of Czarist
Russia in the cultural field, said
that only by worshipping Confu-
cius could China realize “a renais-
sance of the ancient principles”
and  prevent “the  people’s
hearts from being captured by
revolution”.

The May 4th Movement slogan,
“Down with the Confucius Shop”,
was aimed at smashing this ide-
ological weapon in the hands of
imperialism and feudalism and
freeing the people from its spir-
itual shackles. Showing the Con-
fucian “benevolence, righteousness
and virtue” to be sheer hypocrisy
and exposing the true man-eat-
man nature of the Confucian code
of ethics, the movement toppled
idols long held sacred by the reac-
tionaries. It shook the political and
ideological foundation of reaction-
ary rule and pushed forward the
movement for new culture and the
revolution against imperialism and
feudalism.

By emancipating the people’s
minds the May 4th Movement

*In 1912 Hermann Keyserling, a member
of the feudal aristocracy in Czarist Russia,
travelled through China making speeches
in Tsingtao, Peking and Shanghai lauding
Confucius and his thinking. Coming at a
time when the warlord Yuan Shih-kai was
conspiring to restore the monarchy and
when the feudal forces of the Ching dynas-
ty, just overthrown in the 1911 Revolution
led by Sun Yat-sen, were also agitating for
restoration, Keyserling’s activities to exalt
Confucius and revive everything old were
a direct support to the restoration forces.
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broke down the tendency to un-
thinkingly carry out Confucian
and- Mencian precepts and stimu-
lated them to seek answers in rev-
olutionary theory. Thus it paved
the way for the spread of Marx-
ism-Leninism in China.

Chairman Mao stood at the fore-
front of the May 4th Movement’s
anti-Confucius struggle. He was
active in introducing Marxism-
Leninism through the famous
Hsiangchiang Review and other
revolutionary publications which
he edited, the Cultural Society
and the Marxist Study Society,
both founded by him.

Speaking from the Marxist-
Leninist viewpoint he showed that
the doctrines of Confucius and
Mencius were an autocratic ide-
ology which reactionary ruling
classes had used for 2,000 years to
oppress and enslave the people,
and a tool for imperialists and their
lackeys and the feudal warlords to
do the same. The people had to
break with the Confucian ethical
code, he said, if they were to win
complete emancipation. Though
since the Russian October Revolu-
tion Marxism-Leninism had be-
come an irresistible force in China,
it could be disseminated widely
only after the ideological rule of
Confucianism was thrown off.
Chairman Mao’s approach of close-
ly relating the criticism of Con-

fucianism with the struggle against
imperialism and feudalism and in

its course promoting the wide
spread of Marxism-Leninism rep-
resented the correct line and
orientation for the anti-Confucian
struggle at the time.

Today’s nationwide criticism of
Lin Piao and Confucius by China’s
workers, peasants, soldiers and
revolutionary intellectuals is car-
rying on this struggle started by
the working people of the past and
a continuation and development of
the proletarian-led anti-Confucian
struggle since the May 4th
Movement.

The bourgeois careerist and con-
spirator Lin Piao, like all reaction-
aries in Chinese history, revered
Confucius and his doctrine. He
too wanted to restore the old
system and turn back the wheel of
history. The doctrine of Confucius

~and Mencius was, an ideological

weapon for his attempt to push his
counter-revolutionary revisionist
line, subvert the dictatorship of the
proletariat and restore capitalism.
Combining criticism of Confucius
with the criticism of Lin Piao will
enable the Chinese people to better
uphold Marxism, oppose revision-
ism, thoroughly wipe out the influ-
ence of Lin Piao’s revisionist line,
strengthen the dictatorship of the
proletariat and prevent capitalist

" restoration.
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AFTER . 9%
AN e
EARTHQUAKE

KAO SHANG

The message of sympathy from the Communist Party
Central Committee urging the people to rebuild through

A STRONG EARTHQUAKE of

7.1 magnitude struck the high
mountains and deep valleys in
southwest China at 03.25 hours on
May 11, 1974. Five counties,
Yungshan, Takuan, Yenchin and
Suichiang in Yunnan province and
Leipo county in Szechuan province,
were affected.

At the epicenter the shock dis-
rupted communications, blocked
up ‘rivers and caused landslides,
rock-falls and varying degrees of
damage to buildings and loss of life
and livestock.

Shortly after the quake, Chair-
man Mao Tsetung and the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China sent a message of
sympathy to the people of the
affected areas and dispatched a
delegation led by Minister of Com-
merce Fan Tzu-yu.

Travelling with the delegation, I
arrived at the Unity People’s Com-
mune in Yungshan county, the
most heavily-hit area, early on the
morning of May 14. The mountain
slopes were strewn with boulders.
We saw places where the earth had
split open, irrigation ditches had
collapsed and fields sunk. But
militant slogans were already writ-
ten in big characters on the broken

Air-drops of food and materials.

self-reliance is read by Party Secretary Lo An-tai. Medical teams were brought in to help in emergency tent-hospitals.




walls: We'll Never Bow Befere - e o it ki
Natural Calamities! Rebuild Our ‘ ' b
Homes Through  Self-reliance!
Makeshift shelters and temporary
canteens had been put up and
medical teams had begun work.
Commune members, members of
the militia and PLA men brought
in to help were already rebuilding
houses that had collapsed. Irriga-
tion ditches were being repaired
and, despite the calamity, wheat
and maize were being harvested
and the second crops sown on time.

HE commune members showed

heroism in the face of disaster.
Although four of his family of
seven were killed in the quake, Lo
An-tai, secretary of the Hsiang-
yang production brigade, was on
the job mobilizing his brigade’s
Party, Communist Youth League
and militia members into 16 teams
for the rescue work while stones
dislodged by aftershocks were still
rolling down the slopes. “A Com-
munist must always think of the
people’s interests,” he said to the
teams. “Time means lives. Let’s
get to work and let nothing stand
in our way!” That night they
rescued over 200 people from the
crumbling houses. Lo himself
saved 14.

Rapeseed is harvested on a field which

New houses being built. had sunk over 100 meters in the quake.




The night of the earthquake, the
Party secretary of the Hsinching
brigade of the Kaochiao commune
was staying at a production team
where he had participated in a
meeting criticizing Lin Piao and
Confucius. His foot was injured as
a result of the first shock, but he
did not stop to have it bandaged.
He went from one production team
to another organizing rescue and
relief work, helped bury the dead
the next morning and did every-
thing he could to see that the sur-
vivors could carry on with their
everyday life and work.

Lo Chien-hsiu, who is in charge
of women’s work at the Hsiang-
yang brigade, helped militia. mem-
bers rescue seven commune mem-
bers and move them to safety.
After the air-dropped message
from the Party Central Committee
arrived, she went from place to
place reading it, urging them to
turn grief into strength. .

When Kung Fan-lien and her
brother, members of the Changshih
brigade militia unit, crawled out
of their damaged house, their first
thought was for some elderly
neighbors. After digging them out
they went back to bring out the
rest of the members of their own
family.

As soon as the quake was over,
Lin Ju-chuan, an accountant, rush-
ed into the ruins of the production
team office and brought out the
team’s account books.

Although his house collapsed
and his children were injured, Wu
‘Ting-hsiang, a “barefoot doctor”,*
_ travelled to two neighboring pro-
duction teams to treat the injured.

A week after the quake, on a
mountain slope, the Hsiangyang
brigade Party branch held a cere-
mony admitting three people who
had distinguished themselves for

*The term “barefoot doctors” refers to
medical workers trained from among com-
mune members who continue to engage in
farm work. As they first appeared in
south China where the commune members
work barefoot in the paddy fields, these
new-type medical workers are called
“barefoot doctors”. For details, see
“Barefoot Doctors” in China Reconstructs,

April 1974
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their selfless spirit in the rescue
work.

ARMY personnel, medical work-

ers, construction workers, com-
mune members and seismologists
were rushed to the area from Pe-
king and from other parts of
Yunnan and Szechuan. A dozen
times’ a day the airmen flew
over the area dropping tents, food,
medicines and other supplies.
To make their drops accurate,

they often flew down into deep-

ravines to release their packages

from heights of only 200 meters.

To messages of thanks radioed
from the ground, the airmen radio-
ed back, “Thank Chairman Mao
and the Party Central Committee,”
and “We salute you brave people!”

An urgent task was to move the
people to places of safety, espe-
cially from boulders that kept
rolling down the mountainsides as
a result of the aftershocks. The
earth on either side of the house
of Chen Chung-chuan, an old peas-
ant, was torn away, leaving the
house standing on a high ledge
halfway up a peak with a sheer
drop on either side. There was no
way for the old man to get out,
Chang Wen-hua, a squad leader,
and Yao Cheng-wen, a new soldier,
decided to make the dangerous
climb down from the top of the
peak. Clinging to the seams and
crevices, they inched down the
face of the cliff. It took them half
a day and they arrived with hands
bleeding, but they finally got there
and brought the old man to safety.

Many patients were treated
in the first few days in tent-
hospitals. When an emergency
blood transfusion was needed for
an injured peasant, a doctor in the
medical team gave 100 cc. of his
blood.

People in places lightly hit did -

all they could to help the sewerely-
stricken areas. When the Yung-
shan county Party committee call-
ed for 500 militia members to take
relief materials to the badly-
stricken communes, more than 900
volunteered. Since vehicles could
not pass, the volunteers, dodging
rolling stones, carried the loads on
their backs over the peaks, and

i

every day did more than the ex-
pected quota. o

SOME of the members of the
delegation dispatched by Chair-
man Mao covered one or two
hundred  kilometers, climbing
mountains, fording streams, ex-
pressing to the injured and home-
less the concern of Chairman Mao
and the Party Central Committee.

“Fifty-seven years ago we had a
bad earthquake here,” said Lo
Kuo-yu, 70, a commune member in
the Mukan brigade, as he clasped
the hand of a delegation member.
“We got no help from the reaction-
ary government. Many of the dead
remained unburied for 50 days.
We were unable to treat the in-
jured and there was no food and
clothing for the homeless. People
left the area and many families
were broken up. How different it
is today! The cadres organized the
people and moved the injured to
safety the very day of the quake.
The next day Chairman Mao sent
a message of sympathy and com-
fort, then food and clothing and
now you people in person. Two
societies, two worlds!”

The earthquake struck just at
the busiest farm season when the
summer crop was ripening and the
autumn crop had to be sowed. The
Yinchieh brigade of the Mukan
commune was hard hit. Should
they let the disaster rob them of
the crop? This was the problem
before them. On the day after the
quake the Party branch held a
meeting at which Party and Youth
League members criticized the
Confucian idea that “everything is
decided by heaven”, which Lin
Piao had also advocated. “This is
an idea to keep us enslaved by na-
ture and the rulers,” they said.
“We believe not in ‘obeying the
will of heaven’: but in making
revolution. An earthquake cannot
defeat us. We must redouble our
efforts to rebuild our home and
make it better than before.”

It turned out that the brigade
had such a good crop and salvage
work was done so well that even
in spite of some losses, this year’s
summer harvest was 20 percent
greater than last year’s,
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