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A Fifth-Grader and
i

the Revolution in Education
Staff Reporter

TJ7HAT kind of persons are we
" teaching our young people to

This is a central issue in any
educational work. In China it in

volves a constant struggle between
the proletarian and revisionist
lines in education'—the one aim

ing to raise people to serve the
interests of the working class, the
other to raise people to serve the
interests of the bourgeois class.
The cultural revolution defeated

the revisionist line, and much
progress has been made in revolu
tionizing education. But the strug
gle is far from ended.

Last December a 12-year-old girl
set off a new wave in this struggle
when her letter and excerpts from
her diary criticizing her teacher
for revisionist mistakes appeared
in the Peking Daily with an
editor's note supporting her. The
national-circulation People's Daily
reprinted the whole thing and
praised China's ydungTgeneratibn
for its revolutionary spirit. -The
repercussion across the country
gave a big push to the revolution
in education, already accelerating
in the movement to criticize Lin

Piao and Confucius, in particular
how Lin Piao tried to use reaction

ary Confucian ideas to restore
capitalism in China.

The girl was Huang Shuai, a
fifth-grader at the Chungkuantsun
No. 1 Primary School in northwest
Peking, a member of the Little Red
Guards and an earnest pupil. Like
millions of children in China she

had learned since kindergarten
days that she should "study well
and make progress every day"
as Chairman Mao wants them to.

School, society, home, radio, tele
vision, books, magazines all teach
her she should grow up to take her
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Huang Shuai (center), her classmates and her teacher
Chi Hung-ju look at letters from all over the country.

place in the struggle to carry on
the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat.

Struggle in a Diary

Earlier in the school year, Huang
Shuai heard on a radio program
the story of a Red Guard in Kansu
province who had helped his
teacher by criticizing her short
comings. She decided to help her
own teacher, Chi Hung-ju, by
writing criticisms in the diary 5th-

graders kept as part of their home
work.

One entry read: "Today a class
mate did not behave in class. You
called him up front and said, T'd
like to take this pointer and hit
you over the head with it!' This
isn't the right thing to say, is it?
The pointer is to help you teach,
not to hit pupils' heads with. I
think you criticize the classmates
too much and don't help them pa
tiently enough. What kind of ideo-
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logical problems can you solve by
banging on the desk and glaring?
I hope you will be more patient
in helping the pupils correct their
mistakes and be more careful with

what you say."

Another entry: "Today you
scolded me for criticizing you. I
am sorry, but when I have criti
cisms I'll make them. For instance,
today you said I was only pretend
ing to be sick. This was out of your
own head. . . ."

The more entries she wrote like

this, the more tension there was
between the teacher and her. Chi

Hung-ju felt that Huang Shuai was
undermining his authority, hurting
his prestige and making unfounded
attacks on him. He scolded her

even more in class and got other
pupils to speak against her. She
was very distressed but refused to
knuckle under. Little Red Guards

should not be like that. Growing
up during the cultural revolution,
she had learned that one should

fight all things wrong. Finally she
wrote what she thought to the Pe
king Daily, asking, "What serious
mistake have I made? Are we

Buan^ Shuai in a group study session.

children of Mao Tsetung's time
still supposed to be slaves to the
old educational system's absolute
authority of the teacher?"

Bourgeois or Proletarian?

The idea of the absolute author

ity of the teacher has come down

Teachers and pupils put up posters criticizing Lin Piao and Confucius.
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through the centuries from Con
fucius, a reactionary thinker who
lived over 2,400 years ago. Stub
bornly trying to prevent the disin
tegration of the slave system, he
was the first to use education as a

tool to support a reactionary politi
cal line. The absolute authority of
the teacher was necessary to his re
actionary educational line. Teacher
and pupil were the ruler and the
ruled, pupils had to give absolute
obedience. Confucius' aim was to

make pupils servile disciples of his
reactionary ideas. "A good scholar
will make an official," he said.
Young people who studied hard
would rise in officialdom, and,
lured by the prospect of making
their fortune, work to preserve the
reactionary ruling system.

In socialist China, both Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao pushed a re
visionist line in education, incor
porating Confucian ideas, in order
to turn the young generation into
"docile tools" who would not tell

right from wrong. Such young
people would help restore capital
ism in China. Instead of putting
proletarian politics in first place,
this revisionist line put intellectual
training first. Thus, getting good
marks would become a student's
only aim and inevitably he would
become an intellectual aristocrat,
a privileged member of an elite
divorced from the masses of the
people, work and reality.
Chairman. Map has always in

sisted that education must "enable



Huang Shual and her teacher Chi
Hung-ju. The wall slogan says
"Teachers and pupils, unite and at
tack the revisionist line in education."

everyone who receives an educa
tion to develop morally, intellec
tually and physically and become
a worker with both socialist con

sciousness and culture". Such

people will dare to uphold the
truth and struggle against what is
wrong. Only such people can carry
on the revolutionary cause of the
proletariat.

In the cultural revolution Chair

man Mao's revolutionary line over
came the revisionist line and the

schools began to change. But the
tenacity of reactionary ideas cen
turies old makes the struggle in
education between these two lines

sharp and complex. The final out
come cannot be decided by one or
two political movements. If peo
ple relax their vigilance, ideas that
have been criticized and repudiat
ed will come back.

In commenting on the primary
schoolgirl's letter, the Peking Daily
editor noted that although Huang
Shuai had only pointed to the ab
solute authoritarianism of her

teacher, she had actually put her
finger on the stubbornness of tra
ditional ideas and the extensive

influence of the revisionist line in

education.

Pupils, Teachers, Parents

Huang Shuai's letter in the press
shook up her school. The school's
Party branch immediately organiz
ed discussions among teachers and
pupils.

Discussions spread from the
classrooms into the corridors and

playground. "What should we
learn from Huang Shuai?" "What
is a good pupil?" "Do we still have
revisionist influences in our

school? What is revisionist and

what is not?" Such questions were
discussed in special wall news
papers and debated in teacher
forums. Big criticism posters ex
posed incidents showing revisionist
tendencies.

One parents' meeting praised the
good work of the school but also
frankly criticized its faults. A
parent added, "The absolute-
authority-of-the-teacher idea in
the school has helped us see that
at home we also have an absolute-

authority idea — that of the par
ents. We have to break away
from these reactionary ideas from
the past." Parents moved to join
teachers and pupils in the revolu
tion in education to fight the in
fluence of Lin Piao and Confucius.

What Makes a Good Pupil?

"Should we be revolutionary
pathbreakers or sheep with good
marks?" was the question the
2,300 children in Huang Shuai's
school discussed most. "Sheep
with good marks" is the way they
describe those who meekly obey
everything the teacher says and
work only for marks. It was the
standard for many in the past,
both teachers and pupils. But the
deeper the discussions went, the
more such "good pupils" discovered
that they weren't really good at all.
Would they become "docile tools",
too, burying themselves in study
and not having a correct political
orientation, growing up not daring
to struggle against wrong tenden
cies in the complex class struggle,
docilely doing only what they are
told to do? Can people like that
serve the building of socialism,
carry on the revolution and keep
China proletarian?

What Huang Shuai did set a
good example for her schoolmates.
Those who were "sheep with- good
marks" also got into things, find
ing incidents in the school reflect
ing the revisionist line in educa
tion, writing diaries and criticism
posters and having talks with
teachers.

One boy pointed out that some
teachers put pressu;:e on pupils by
listing names in the order of the
marks they got. This actually
forced children to memorize text

books mechanically and developed
the idea of studying only to pass
examinations. "Isn't this an ex

pression of 'marks in command'
which has been criticized in the

cultural revolution?" he asked.

A teacher kept discipline in class
by threatening with his pointer.
A boy in his class made a similar
pointer, wrote "Serve the People"
on it and gave it to the teacher. "I
hope you will use the pointer to
help train children to carry on the
revolution," he said, "not to pre
serve the absolute authority of the
teacher preached by Confucius."

A girl asked her teacher, "Why
do you prefer sheep-with-good-
marks pupils? What kind of think
ing is this?"

Teacher Reaction

The school's teachers were heart

ened by the children's revolution
ary spirit. Some who thought
publishing Huang Shuai's letter
was making a big fuss over a small
matter began to change their
minds when they realized that
there were revisionist influences in

the school and that they would do
great harm if allowed to grow.
Some who were complacent about
the achievements of the revolution

in education during the cultural
revolution began to see that the
achievements are only beginning
and that the slightest slackening in
the effort to go forward means
sliding back to the old ways.

At first Huang Shuai's teacher,
Chi Hung-ju, could not accept her
criticism. How can a teacher keep
order in class without authority?
he wondered. But as discussions

of revisionist trends deepened, he
began to see what they would lead
to. The harm to the pupils made it
less and less a personal matter.

At one meeting he said, "I can
see now that this idea of the ab

solute authority of the teacher is
a mental shackle clamped on us by
the old educational system. Should
pupils be forced to obey the
teacher, even when he's wrong?
We teachers have been poisoned by
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this and now we are poisoning our
pupils with it.

"I told myself the reason I criti
cized the children a lot was to keep
them quiet in class so they would
listen to my teaching. I claimed
that listing them in the order of
marks would encourage them to
study better. What I really wanted
was for them to do as I said, period.
I didn't think much about whether

what I said was right or wrong. In
fact, my idea of a 'good pupil' was
the timid, overcautious, docile
person the bourgeois class wants,
exactly the opposite of the kind of
people needed to carry on the
revolutionary cause of the pro
letariat.

"Another thing I've come to
realize is that it is usually through
people like us that outmoded things
are restored — we who are accus

tomed to the old ways, who haven't
worked hard enough to change our
bourgeois world outlook and in
crease our political understanding.
I stuck to the old ways myself and
wouldn't let others change their
ways either.

"I am glad to see there are many
young pathbreakers like Huang
Shuai. They're the ones who will
carry the revolution in education
through. A new generation like
this will keep our country prole
tarian."

Comrades-in-Arms

When Chi Hung-ju was going
through great mental struggles,
Huang Shuai came to him with an
enormous stack of letters.

"What shall I do with all these?
They're from all over the country."

"Show them to your comrades-
in-arms."

"But you are my comrade-in-
arms, too, Teacher."

She handed the letters to him.
Chi was deeply touched and re
solved to join the pupils and other
teachers in the revolution in edu
cation.

A new atmosphere came over
the Chungkuantsun No. 1 Primary
School. Huang Shuai graduated
and went on to middle school.
When the new school year began
Chi Hung-ju faced a new class of

5th-graders. Instead of tersely an
nouncing his disciplinary rules as
he used to, he asked the children
to talk it over and work out their

own rules. In class he tried to get
them to think independently and
to give their own views on the con
tent of the lessons. The children

responded eagerly and classes were
lively.

For composition he encouraged
them to write about what they had
seen and heard in factories and

communes. Many wrote from real
life, expressing the thoughts and
feelings of workers and peasants
well. Instead of scolding boys or
girls who did not behave in class
he would ask the class to discuss

how to help them, or talk warmly
with them after class to help them
see why discipline is necessary.

Now the 5th grade has weekly
sessions to evaluate teaching and
learning. It is always animated.
Chi Hung-ju helps the children
analyze their progress and short
comings. The pupils raise crit

icisms of the teacher and offer-

suggestions. Once Chi went off to
a meeting and forgot to 'leave a
study plan. When he hurried back
to the classroom he was surprised
and pleased to find the class quietly
reviewing their lessons.

Changes like this have taken
place in every class in the months
since Huang Shuai's letter appear
ed in the papers. It has been a big
step forward in the school's revolu
tion in education.

At first one teacher who could

not understand why the news
papers published Huang Shuai's
letter said, "Well, Huang Shuai's
won this round." But what happen
ed afterward changed his mind.
"Huang Shuai won all right," he
said, "but so have the teachers. We
teachers and pupils are comrades-
in-arms in the same trench fight
ing together to sweep away the
remnant influence of the revision

ist line in education. We won this

round together. And we'll face
future battles together, too."

Members of the revolutionary committee of the Chungkuantsun
Primary School visit parents to ask for criticism of the school.
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;

Product of

F actor j-ISchooI

Cooperation

Peking's Tsinghua University and the Peking
No.3 Radio Plant have cooperated to develop a metal
oxide semiconductor (MOS) integrated circuit elec
tronic desk calculator. Now, the plant is producing
them.

echnician of

worker-peas
mputer dcp
lesk calculaf

Workers align one of the
new desk calculators.

Workers of the Peking No. 3 Radio Plant assemble
MOS integrated circuit electronic desk calculators.
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A worker in the semiconductor shop of Tsinghua University making intermediate tests on MOS integrated circuits.
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Crifkizing Lin Ploo and Confudus

Changes in My Understanding of Confucius
FUNG YU-LAN -

The may 4th Movement of
1919 was directed against

China's centuries-old feudal cul

ture. Opposed to the decadent and
reactionary morals, culture and
literature, it raised the slogan
"Down with Confucius' Shop!", for
Confucius was regarded as the
chief representative of all these
old things. Since then, to smash
or protect the "Confucius Shop" —
Confucian doctrine and all those

who worshipped it and tried to
revive the old order of things —
has been a central part of the
struggle between the proletarian
and bourgeois classes and their two
lines in the sphere of ideology.
Before the cultural revolution, I
had always stood for the protection
of "Confucius' Shop". In effect this
meant that I served the big land
lords, bourgeoisie and Kuomintang
reactionaries before liberation and

the counter-revolutionary revision
ist line of Liu Shao-chi and other

political swindlers after liberation.

It was - the cultural revolution

that enabled me to raise my under
standing of Confucius. My present
criticism of Confucius is at the

same time a criticism of my own
thoughts and actions in defending
the "Confucius Shop" in the past.

There are many aspects to Con
fucius' thought. Let us start with
the "governing by virtue" he
advocated.

Confucius said, "If you govern
the people by virtue, you may be
compared to the north star, which
keeps its place while all the other
stars bow to it." {The Arialects)
Again, "If you lead the people by
laws and keep them in order by
penalties, they may keep away

FUNG YU-LAN is a professor in the
philosophy department at Peking Univer

sity.

from wrong-doing yet have no
sense of shame for it. If you lead
them by virtue and keep them in
order by the 'rites', or rules of
propriety, they will have a sense of
shame for vnrong-doing and live
up to standard." {The Analects)
These are Confucius' explicit ref
erences to "governing by virtue".

My understanding and evalua
tion of these words have

undergone three stages.

In 1957 when I lectured on the

"Problems of Inheriting the Legacy
of Chinese Philosophy", I put
forward the "abstract method", ac
cording to which one should pay
attention only to the face value
and literal interpretation of the
textual passage without consider
ing the actual historical conditions,
particularly the class content. Now
I understand that this is contrary
to the Marxist-Leninist method of

class analysis. I had always used
this method in my lectures on the
history of Chinese philosophy: In
the old edition of my book A His
tory of Chinese Philosophy, for
instance, I interpreted the "virtue"
Confucius spoke of as the moral
qualities of individuals, and the
"rites", or rules of propriety, as so
cial standards, including social
customs and habits and the political
and social system. What Confucius
said about "lead the people by
virtue" meant to raise the moral

qualities of the people to a higher
level. "Keep them in order by the
'rites', or rules of propriety" meant
using social standards to strengthen
the control of individual conduct

and creating social customs and
habits and public opinion to incul
cate into the people a sense of
shame for wrong-doing or law-
breaking. In this way, the people
naturally will not violate the laws.
His method, I maintained, was to

stress raising the people's moral
qualities and strengthening the
social influence, and this was much
better than forcing the people not
to dare to violate the laws by pro
hibition and punishment. This
meant Confucius' respect for
"man".

This was a literal interpretation
of what Confucius said of "virtue"
and "rites", or rules of propriety,
taking them as abstract ideas at
their face value. This method is
used by practically all who revere
Confucius. It covers up the class
content of different schools of

thought, confuses the line of de
marcation in the class struggle of
the time, and distorts the law of
development in the history of
philosophy. This is not merely a
question of methodology. In the
final analysis, it is a question of
class stand, that is, on which side
one stands in the struggle between
two classes and two lines.

Though I made some superficial
criticisms of this abstract approach
before the cultural revolution, I
did not change my exploiting-class
stand. In my new edition of A His
tory of Chinese Philosophy, I stuck
to this approach, especially when
referring to Confucius.

During the cultural revolution I
gradually came to understand the
significance of Lenin's teaching,
"Truth is always concrete". The
"virtue" and "rites',' or rules of
propriety Confucius advocated had
concrete historical content. The

class content was especially impor
tant. The moral qualities, for in
stance, which are promoted by
different social classes have differ

ent class content. Those en

couraged by the proletariat aim at
serving the people, overthrowing
all exploiting classes and establish
ing a socialist and communist

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



society. In the eyes of the exploit
ing classes these qualities "create
disorder against the rulers" and
are the greatest crime. Different
classes also have different social

standards. The proletarian revolu
tion aims at replacing the social
standards of the exploiting classes
with those of its own.

Only after realizing this fact did
I see that "lead the people by
virtue" and other measures Confu

cius advocated were intended to

benumb and trick the working
people so that they would neither
dare nor want to oppose the exist
ing order. Confucius' purpose was
to eradicate all ideas and acts

which "create disorder against the
rulers".

Lenin said, "All oppressing
classes need two social functions to

safeguard their rule: the function
of the hangman and the function
of the priest. The hangman is re
quired to quell the protests and the
indignation of the oppressed; the
priest is required to console the
oppressed, to paint for them the
prospects of mitigation of their
sufferings and sacrifices (this is

particularly easy to do without
guaranteeing that these prospects
will be 'achieved'), while preserv
ing class rule, and thereby to rec
oncile them to class rule, wean
them from revolutionary action,
undermine their revolutionary
spirit and destroy their revolution
ary determination." (The Collapse
of the Second International) In
other words, the ruling class must
have two ways to rule the people:
one being persecution and suppres
sion, and the other deception and
paralyzing their revolutionary will.
What Confucius defined as the two

methods of ruling the people —
"lead the people by laws" and
"lead the people by virtue" — are
the two social functions Lenin

pointed out. In suggesting ways
and means to the rulers of his time

Confucius was really maintaining'
that the function of the priest was
more effective than that of the

hangman. In a certain sense and
under certain conditions, the func
tion of the priest is even more
vicious than that of the hangman.

However, Confucius also regard
ed "punishment" as indispensable.

The State of Cheng at that time
was suppressing the slav;e upris
ings with armed force. "Excellent!"

Confucius applauded. "If the rule
is too lenient, the people will be
insolent. If the people are insolent,
correct them by force." (Tso Chuan,
a historical work in the period of
Confucius) When Confucius him
self was in power, he had Shao-
cheng Mou, an anti-slavery re
former, put to death.

The Confucian scholars in the
Han dynasty (206 B.C. — A.D. 220)
maintained that "rites, music, laws
and punishment" were all needed
to rule the people and consolidate
the feudal regime. They also main
tained that the ultimate aim of all

four was the same, i.e., rule over
the people. In other words, it was
necessary to have the functions of
both the hangman and the priest.

T N the present deepening of the
criticism of Confucius, my

understanding of him has been
raised further.

I feel now that the above criti

cisms of Confucius can be applied

The writer (center) criticizes Lin Piao and Confucius with teachers and students of the philosophy department at Peking University.


