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Fireworks over Tien An Men Square, Peking, on China's National Day, October I.



The World Mtus Come Closer

Exactly four years ago, in the first eleven days of October
1952, a historic gathering took place in Peking—the Peace

Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions. What gave this
meeting its unique character was the fact that the great majority
of the 367 delegates who attended represented the peace forces
in countries that had freshly won, or were striving to win, na
tional independence and freedom from foreign oppression.

At that time the idea was still held by many people—and
it was a stumbling block to the development of broad action for
peace—that the world was irrevocably divided into two camps.
To the Asian and Pacific Peace Conference came many people
who desired to be in no camp, but who passionately believed
that their countries must live in friendship and harmony in
order to safeguard and extend their peoples' right to self-de-
termination. They were deeply convinced that this goal was
inseparable from the achievement of lasting world peace.

Looking back from the viewpoint of today, it is perhaps a
little difficult to recall how remote—albeit desirable—

seemed some of the ideas which the delegates discussed with one
another so eagerly then. The Korean cease-fire, the declaration
of the Five Principles for Peaceful Coexistence, the restoration
of peace in Indo-China—all these were still things of the future.
Each has marked a tremendous new stage in the relaxation of
tension, and each has shown the will and determination of the
people for peace.

The desire for friendly contact was expressed in resolutions
which pledged the delegates to seek ways of extending cultural
and economic ties between their countries. For China at that
time, the arrival of the peace delegates from 37 countries, only
three short years after the beginning of her peaceful reconstruc
tion, was the beginning of a series of friendly contacts which
have gone on widening ever since.

In 1955 alone, this country welcomed more than 4,000 guests,
coming from over 60 countries. During the same period more
than 3,000 Chinese representatives went to over 30 countries
abroad, paying friendly visits and strengthening the economic and
cultural relations with them.

CULTURAL exchange is an outstanding force for the building
UD of peace and friendship. Who could have foreseen the

warmth of the welcome accorded to the Peking opera troupe
that visited Europe last year? Who could have guessed that by
this year the troupe would have set off to visit a number of
countries in Latin America as well? Agreement has even been
reached on an exchange of visits and performances between
United States and Chinese theatrical groups, though this has
not been implemented because of the opposition by the United
States government.

As for trade contacts, readers of China Reconstructs will not
need to be reminded how these are growing, always on the prin
ciple of equality, mutual benefit and mutual respect for national
sovereignty. China not only benefits from the cooperation of
the Soviet Union and other socialist countries. She is also enlarg
ing her trade with the non-socialist countries and is finding her
self able to contribute something to the economic development
of those industrially less advanced than herself.

Though not yet represented in the United Nations, China
now maintains diplomatic relations with 26 countries having an
aggregate population of over one thousand million. With other
countries, she has developed trade and cultural relations of the
most varied kinds. All this demonstrates the Chinese people's
contribution, and their desire to contribute further, toward the
relation of world peace.
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