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A popularly written re-evaluation of the
man who shaped the Soviet Union and
modern history in critical ways. It chal-
lenges the current tide of denunciatory
oversimplification, the “immediate pur-
pose” of which, the author argues, is “to
arbitrarily establish an image so mon-
strous as to make balanced evaluation
suspect.”

Cameron attempts such an evalua-
tion, emphasizing the contradiction be-
tween Stalin’s political thinking and his
metaphysical philosophizing, between
his great practical accomplishments and
his failures as a Marxist theorist. The
book traces his career from his days as a
young romantic poet — like a young
Shelley or Byron — in his native Geor-
gia to his firm conduct of the war
against Nazi Germany.

The book examines Stalin’s early rev-
olutionary career, his role in the Rus-
sian Revolution and the Civil War that
followed it, his leadership in the era of
industrialization and collectivization,
his struggles with Trotsky and Bucharin,
and his complex relationship with
Lenin.

The book also examines Stalin’s in-
ternational policies, particularly in re-
gard to China, his political works, in-
cluding the influential Foundations of
Leninism, and the 1950 linguistics con-
troversy that produced Stalin’s “super-
structure” doctrine (still in vogue in
some Marxist circles).

The final chapter examines Khru-
shchev’s denunciation of Stalin in his se-
cret report of 1956, and especially his
treatment of the political repressions of
the late 1930’s. The book concludes
with an Appendix on Marshal Zhukov’s
evaluations of Stalin and one on dialec-
tical materialism as interpreted by Stalin
and by modern Soviet philosophers in-
fluenced by him.
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About the Author

Kenneth Neill Cameron was born in England but early moved to Canada.
He attended Maisonneuve School, Lower Canada College and McGill Uni-
versity in Montreal. In 1931 he went to Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar. In the
summer of 1934 he made a tourist trip to the U.S.S.R. From 1934—35 he
was Executive Secretary of the Canadian League Against War and Fascism
in Toronto and edited its national magazine, Action. In 1939 he received
his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin. From 1939 to 1952 he taught
English at Indiana University. His first book, The Young Shelley: Genesis
of a Radical (New York, 1950, London, 1951) was awarded the Macmillan-
Modern Language Association of America Prize for the best work of schol-
arship in 1950. In 1952 he came to New York to work at the Carl H.
Pforzheimer Library and published four volumes of the library’s Shelley
collection manuscripts—Shelley and his Circle (Harvard University Press,
Oxford University Press, 1961 and 1970). In 1961 he made a second trip
to the U.S.S.R., this time with his wife and daughter, and met with Soviet
scholars in his field. In 1973—paperback, 1977—he published a Marxist
history of the world—Humanity and Society: A World History (Indiana
University Press, Monthly Review Press); and in 1974, Shelley: The Golden
Years (Harvard), a study of Shelley’s later works in prose and poetry. In
1976 he published Marx and Engels Today: A Modern Dialogue on Phi-
losophy and History. In 1977 he brought out a volume of poetry, Poems
Jor Lovers and Rebels (privately printed). In 1964 he became Professor of
English at New York University and is now Professor Emeritus. In 1967 he
was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship. In 1971 he received an honorary
D.Litt. from McGill University. In 1978 a “festschrift” volume of essays
honoring his work— The Evidence of the Imagination: Studies of Inter-
actions Between Life and Art in English Romantic Literature—was pub-
lished by his fellow scholars and former students (New York University
Press). In 1982 he was presented the Distinguished Scholar Award of the
Keats-Shelley Association of America at the convention of the Modern
Language Association of America. In 1985 he published Marxism, The
Science of Society: An Introduction (Bergin and Garvey). He has recently
completed a book on dialectical materialism and modern science. He lives
in New York with his wife, Mary Owen Cameron, a sociologist and author
of The Booster and the Snitch: Department Store Shoplifting. They have a
summer house at Gay Head, Marthas Vineyard.
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Preface

A few months ago I had lunch with a leading academic Marxist and
faculty colleague. When I told him I had just finished a book on Stalin, he
said, “Stalin! My God, every time I talk about socialism, some student
brings up Stalin—and then, what can one say?” One can say quite a lot.
One can say, for instance, that Stalin, more than any other single individual,
built the first socialist society and built it on the wreck left by imperialist
intervention and civil war. One can also say that Stalin, more than any other
single individual, was responsible for ending Nazi imperialism; in doing so,
he not only preserved socialism but helped to extend its foundations in
Eastern Europe. These are immense accomplishments, accomplishments that
place Stalin among the foremost historical figures of our century. They are,
moreover, accomplishments in the interests of humanity as a whole and run
counter to the plans of world reaction.

That a man of these accomplishments—no matter what else he did—
would be subject to a concerted campaign of vilification could have been
safely predicted. We could hardly, however, have predicted its scope. Its
immediate purpose is to arbitrarily establish an image so monstrous as to
make balanced evaluation suspect. Sometimes it employs simple fantasy,
constructing for mass consumption the vision of a power-mad dictator wan-
tonly slaughtering “millions” (from 4 to 60, depending on the estimator).
Sometimes we get the more sophisticated picture of a cunning intriguer
pushing aside the true, “democratic” socialists and installing a regime of
grey regimentation.

What truth or fragments of truth there are in these often blending pictures,
we shall try to see as we go along. What we must see at the outset is the
deeper purpose of the campaign. The purpose is already apparent in my
friend’s comment: the vilification of Stalin serves to attack the Soviet Union
and socialism, for clearly such a monster could only function in a nation
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of moronic robots. As such, it becomes part of the current anti-Soviet
campaign designed to sabotage disarmament and justify nuclear holocaust.
The time has obviously come to do a little balancing-up, to try to make a
serious analysis of Stalin, not only as a historical figure but as a Marxist.
Stalin’s theoretical views, not only influenced millions during his lifetime
but are still influential, even though often unacknowledged as his. My
intention in this book is to begin that balancing-up, in regard to both Stalin
the historical figure and Stalin the Marxist theorist.




Chapter |
Prelude to Revolution

“The Russians,” Frederick Engels wrote in 1885 to the Russian revolu-
tionary, Vera Zazulich, “are approaching their 1789.” Engels was not think-
ing of a socialist but of a bourgeois revolution, a revolution like the French
Revolution led by the bourgeoisie (the capitalists and the professionals
associated with them) against a feudal state, accompanied by peasant revolts
in the countryside. Feudal tyranny had stifled Russian capitalist enterprise,
as it had stifled the French economy a century before. In 1880 Russia
produced but three million tons of coal, compared to 72 million in the United
States; in 1885 it had but 16,000 miles of railroads, compared to the United
States’ 160,000. Furthermore, the railways were owned not independently
but by the state, that is to say, by the feudal aristocracy and the tsar; most
of the coal industry was leased out to French entrepreneurs. There were at
mid-century 40 million serfs, 20 million of them on the royal estates. In
the wealthier provinces there was one doctor for each 35,000 inhabitants
and in the poorer, one for each 83,000. Only 30 percent of the population
was literate.!

In spite of all feudal efforts to the contrary, however, capitalism had begun
to develop. By 1913 Russia was producing 40 million tons of coal and 10
million tons of oil. In these conditions, a modern proletariat emerged with
startling speed and thus the situation as seen by Engels changed rapidly.
The possibility arose of not only a bourgeois revolution but a proletarian
(primarily industrial working-class) revolution.

Stalin was born Joseph Vissarionovich Djugashvili in 1879, not in Russia
proper but in the Russian colony of Georgia, a nation bordering the Black
Sea and extending into the Caucasus. A small nation between large ones,
it had been harassed for centuries by more powerful neighbors, especially
Turkey, Persia, and Russia. Invaded over the centuries by the armies of
Alexander the Great, Ghengis Khan, and Tamerlane, it became a Russian







	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf

