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* In November 1956 | had just ended my studies at the Arts Lyceum when the portrait of my sister enutied *Girl with Shaw!” gained me entry
ff “for the first time in the National Exhibition of Visual Arts in Tirana. In the following years, | studied sculpture at the Saint Petersburg Acad-
s emy in Russia and kept sculpting uninterruptedly and intensively. Many years have since passed and | have gone through various events,
~ situations and emotions. My works during those years tned to be part of those events and the requirements of those times.This album
represents a part of my creativity. In its pages, you will find works done upon orders, contained within a certain range of themes and in con-
'_._3.'-‘_ ~ formity with the tenets of socialist realism. There are also quite a number of works in which | have better expressed my creative personality.

_ Many works scattered over cities and places, including those destroyed over the last years, are not part of this set. The album shows also
~ some works | have created with a team of colleagues, Years full of work have kept my enthusiasm and love of art alive inside me. In these
3 works, you will behold and find motifs and experiences of the past, with its events and heroes, You will also encounter the dramatic clashes
and the emotions stirred by the present times and my contribution as a lifelong traveler in the path of our art in different social, political and
aesthetical conditions. My attempts at a more contemporary creativity are represented here. Given the nature of sculpture, the success
of my works has not been achieved in a flash because work goes through a routine process of sketches, plaster casts, scaffoldings and
~ welding. Work starts with enthusiasm and emotion but fear of the unexpected kicks in and enigmas hover in the air when you stare at the
kind of material you are going to work this time. Doubts invade me, one emotional layer gets on top of another and | have to come out of it
with a clear idea. Tired, | sometimes quit a motive and pick up another. The initia! idea sometimes gets undone and escapes from the right
configuration while at other times it develops quite well. Along with the emotions, the shapes, the lines and the silhouettes do also change.
A motive | set out to give form to in one specific material, | end up shaping in a different material. Much toil and suffering goes into the work
before the joy of a new creation comes o you. In a certain spot, the shape and the motif are clear and communicative, somewhere else
they are meore expressive and enigmatic. Within the mass of matenal | am working with, | see the image, at times clearly but also through
a fog, while | seek a form not unreceptive to the material or a form that does not imitate the forms of reality. My preference for an arched
- silhouette and rigorously-applied plasticity does not keep me from playing with the opposite by disregarding a rule, style or form, which
"~ had already been tested. This process is always a game played with Clay, lines and colours; the forms, lines, silhcuettes, light and shadow
 intertwine unexpectedly and a new motive emerges unforeseen. | quit playing to stop it turning into the goal of the work and | seek In
- shapes the initial idea that inspired me. Love of my work and love of beauty, taught by my parents and my teachers, has been the driving
- force of what | have done so far. My worldly and professional outlook stand as the corerstone of my art, but it also stems initially from my
. native town of Gjirokaster, which | love and bow 10 with a special honour and respect. | grew up in Gjirokaster surrounded with marvelous
'_.';I;;--‘ ~ images and figures and its stories and legends, coupled with the rich spiritual life of my co-citizens, nourished me with the sense of beaauty
~ and its mystery, its majesty and poetry. With all that treasure in tow, my city pushed me up to the path of art.Travels are long and beautful

il =

ﬂ‘a. and they open unknown vistas towards which | walk along with my contemporaries to create works | like for the people to love.
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