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French Foreign Minister
Visits China

French Foreign Minister Jean Sau-
vagnargues and his wife made a
friendly visit to China from Novem-
ber 19 to 24.

Vice-Premiers Teng Hsiao-ping and
Li Hsien-nien separately met and
had a friendly talk with the dis-
tinguished French guests while they
were in Peking. Foreign Minister
Chiao Kuan-hua held talks with his

M\French counterpart and gave a

banquet honouring him.

At the banquet Foreign Minister
Chiao said: “Thanks to the joint ef-

forts of the Governments of China and .

France, the relations between the two
countries have been developing con-
stantly. Our social systems are dif-
ferent, but the rapports between our

* fwo countries are established on a

common basis. China and France,
firmly attached to their independence,
do not permit others to issue orders to
them. Neither of our two sides seeks
to impose its position on the other, still
less to resort to force or the threat of
force against the other. Although our
views and positions on certain-prob-

#Nems are different. we have neverthe-

less a number of common points con-
cerning those interagtional problems
of major importance. Therefore, we

are justified in believing that, with-

continued efforts on both sides, Sino-
French relations have broad prospects
in the future.”

The Chinese Foreign Minister con-
tinued: “The present international
situation is marked by great disorder
under heaven and not by tranquillity
on earth; the factors of war are pal-
pably growing. This is an objective
reality which no phraseology of ‘de-
tenté’ can gloss over and which no‘ong
can evade. This situation manifests
itself with still greater acyteness es-
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pecially in Europe. The so-called con-
ference on European security and co-
operation has come to an end, but has
it brought a change to this fundamen-
tal conjuncture? And has the danger
of war diminished a little? We hold
that the danger of war exists indepen-
dently of one or two conferences and
this or that agreement on paper; it is
decided by the social systems of the
superpowers. Today we are faced
with the reality that the two super-
powers are not relaxing but intensify-
ing their contention. They are con-
tending in all parts of the world wilh
Europe as the focus of this contention.
To seek hegemony, they have, under
cover of ‘disarmament,” hurled them-
selves into a race for armaments, each
trying to outdo the other. That su-
pérpower which chants péace- most
vigorously, in particular, is most am-
bitious and fiercely casting its cove-
tous eyes around. It is developing
with redoubled zeal not only nuclear
weapons bul also conventional weap-

. ons to such an extent that they [lar
exceed its defence needs, thus seripus:,.

ly threatening the security of the peo-
ple in Europe. From the Middle and
Near East, the side wing of Eiirope,
to the south flank of Europe, from the
seas off Northern Europe to the Medi-
terranean, is there so much as a
shadow of ‘detente’? On the contrary,
what we see in Europe is a stale of

ever more intense military confronta-

tion.”

He said: “We always hold"thé't in
face of the menace of superpower ex-

pansionism, the people of the world."-

including those of Europe, should en-
hance their vigilance and make suf-
ficient estimates and effective prep-
arations for sudden changes in the
situation and not place their hopes on
fabulous hypotheses. Otherwise, it
will be dangerous. As it is often said,

one cannot cope with any eventuality

unless one is prepared, and tolerance
anly serves to foster the evil. This is
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the painful lesson given by the his-

‘tory of World War II and it is of

great practical significance for us to-
day-‘,

Foreign Minister Chiao continued:
“The law of the development of things
tells us that any force that attempts
to go against the wheel of history will
inevitably turn into its opposite. The
hegemonists, hostile to the people of
the world, are indulging themselves
in intervention, subversion and ex-

pansion everywhere. Here lie the fac-

tors of their ineluctable defeat. Con-
sequently. they are feeble by nature.
They malireat the weak and fear the
strong. They humiliate whoever is
weak. The more evil they commit, the
.mmje' thoroughly they will unmask
themselves and the stronger will be-
come the resistanee of the people
throughout the world. The historical

“trend is irresistible and it is the mil-

liards of people the world over who
decide the destiny of the world, and

_not the one.or two superpowers. The

people of the world are sure to make
the international situation develop to
their advantage, so long as they close
‘their ranks and dare to struggle. The
fut.ure of the world is bright.”

~He:said: “Al present, the people of
Western Europe are seeing more and
mage  clearly where the menace of
war hovering over the world and
Europe comes from. They are rais-
ing their yoice incessantly for unity
and growing strength and for safe-
guarding' their security. We have al-
ways supported the various countries
of Western Europe in their unity
against hegemonism. We hold that
the development of this trend is not
only in the interests of the people of
Western Europe but also in conform-
ity with the need of history. Of
course, there are always twists and
turns on the road of advance; it has
never been smooth. But we are con-
vinced that the difficulties in the way
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of the unity of Western Europe can
be surmounted provided there is a
clear understanding of the stark re-
ality and a clear common objective.
As a Chinese saying goes, ‘regenera-
tier results from one’s own efforts.’
Se long as the varicus West European
countries rest their policies and ac-
tions mainly on their own strength
and rely on the joint efforts of the
daily awakening Wesl European peo-
ple, they will remain invincible in
case of an eventualitly.”

In his speech, Foreign Minister
Jean Sauvagnargues said that France
and China have cordial and warm re-
lations, and, at the same time, many
other things in common. “First of
all, you, like us, take the world se-
riously. We are serious because it
is menaced by perils and assailed by
difficulties, and it should be faced
with determination and lucidity, and
with confidence as well,” he added.

Speaking of the policy of France,
the French Foreign Minister said:
“We consider it necessary above all to
preserve our national independence.
And we are of the opinion that the
other peoples also have the right and
obligation to preserve theirs,”

“We seek to preserve this indepen-
dence on the matter of security as
much as we can. France remains
loyal to its alliances which constitute
an important element in its defence
system. However, no people can en-
tirely depend on others. While long
ago we renounced the giving up of
the command of our armed forces
to others, we are equally determined
to maintain them at a high level
which our economic means permit
us,” he continued.

-Foreign Minister Sauvagnargues
said: “‘Autonomous defence and polit-
ical independence cannot go without
one or the other. Therefore, we re-
main independent in managing our
affairs; foreign policy in particular.
To preserve independence when it
decides, proposes and contests is the
nght which France does not mtend
to renounce.”
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He said that the will for indepen-
dence does not exclude concern for
co-ordinaticn and co-operation. He
added: “It goes without saying that
we put this spirit of co-operation
into practice together with our
European partners.

“Our plan is to transform our as-
sociation into a European union free-
ly accepted by all

“As to the third world countries,
we have appealed to other industrial
countries for extensive co-operation
with them.”

He said in conclusion that France
hopes to develop independently the
friendly relations and co-operation
with China. -

China and Comoros Establish
Diplomatic Relations

Huang Hua, Permanent Represent-
ative of China to the United Nations,
and Ali Toihir, Representative of
the National Executive Council and
Foreign Affairs Delegate of the State
of Comoros, signed in New York on
November 13 a joint communique on
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries.

The - communique said: “The
Government of the People’s Republic
of China and the National Executive
Council of the State of Comoros, in
conformity with the interests and
desires of the two countries, have
decided by agreement through
friendly consultations to establish
diplomatic relations at ambassadorial
level. LR T 2

“The Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China supports the
National Executive Council of the
State of Comoros in its struggle to
safeguard national independence,
state sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity and develop the national
economy. e

v X

“The National Executive Council
of the State of Comoros recognizes
the Government of the People’s Re-

o

public of China as the sole legal
government representing all the
Chinese people.

“The two governments have agreed
to develop friendly relations and co-
operation between the two countries
on the basis of the principles of
mutual respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual non-
aggression, non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit, and peaceful co-
existence.”

In a November 20 editorial,
Renmin Ribao greeted the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between
the two countries. It said: The peo-
ple of the State of Comoros had
carried out a protracted strugglamm
against the colonialists. Since its in-
dependence last July, they have
persisted in their struggle to combat
imperialism and colonialism and
safeguard national independence and
territorial integrity and have won
worldwide support and acclamation.

“Supported by the Organization of
African Unity,” the editorial noted,
“the united struggle of the African
countries and people to win and
safeguard national independence and
oppose racism, colonialism, imperial-
ism and hegemonism is developing
vigorously. The ranks of indepen-
dent African countries are growing.
No matter how the imperialists and
social-imperialists may sabotage anp
make trouble, they cannot in the
long run hold back the African peo-
ple’s advance. The cause of the
African people’s united struggle
against hegemonism will certamly
win new victory.”

It pointed out that both China and
Comoros are developing countries and
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions has opened wide prospects for
the development of friendly relations
and co-operation between the two
countries. “As always, the Chinese
people will stand with the people of
Comoros and all of Africa, fighting
in unity and advancing together,” ‘it
concluded.
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