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Laos Independence Day
Marked

October 12 was the 29th anniver-
sary of Laos Independence Day.
Renmin Ribao carried an editorial
that day to mark the occasion,

Entitled “Warmly Greeting Laos In-
dependence Day,” the editorial said:
“Laos proclaimed independence on
October 12, 1945. Over the last ten
years or more, the Lao people, fight-
ing in unity with the Vietnamese and
Cambodian peoples and supporting
each other, have finally achieved

reat victory in their war against
U.S. aggression and for national sal-
vation. This victory is an inspiration
to the struggle of the world’s oppres-
sed people and nations for freedom
and liberation, and a positive con-
tribution to the revolutionary cause
of the people of various countries to
combat imperialism and colonialism,

“In February last year, the pat-
riotic forces of Laos and the Vien-
tiane Government signed the Agree-
ment on Restoring Peace and
Achieving National Concord in Laos.
The signing of the Vientiane agree~
ment created a favourable condition
for the Lao people to resolve their
problems without foreign interfer-

®nce; it marks a new stage in the
Lao people’s revolutionary struggle.
The Lao Provisional National Union
Government and the National Coali-
tion Political Council were formally
established on April 5 this year. This
is another achievement for the Lao
people through perseverance in
struggle. Over the past year and
more, they have made unremilting
efforts {o strictly implement the
Vientiane agreement; they have
sharpened their vigilance and de-
livered deserved counter-blows at
the obstruction and violation of the
agreement by the ulira-Rightist
force in Laos. Meanwhile, the arm-
ed forces and people in the liberated
areas of Laos, bringing into play the
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spirit of self-reliance and hard strug-
gle, have been actively healing the
wounds of war, restoring and de-
veloping production, and achieving
heartening success in all fields. To-
day, the Lao liberated zone, which
makes up four-fifths of the land and
has half the country’s population,
presents a scene of vitality from
Upper to Lower Laos.,”

The editorial expressed confidence
that so long as the Lao people per-
sist in struggle, a peaceful, indepen-
dent, neutral, democratic, unified and
prosperous Laos will certainly
emerge.

The Chinese people would, as al-
ways, resolutely support the Lao peo-
ple’s just struggle till complete vic-
tory, concluded the editorial.

Deputy Prime Minister
Cairns Visits China

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien gave a
banquet on October 10 in honour of
Dr. James Cairns, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Overseas
Trade of the Australian Federal Gov-
ernment, Mrs. Cairns and his party.

Speaking at the banquet, - Vice-
Premier Li extended a warm welcome
to Deputy Prime Minister and Mrs.
Cairns on behalf of the Chinese Gov-
ernment and people.

He said: “With the establishment
of diplomatic relations between China
and Australia, and through our joint
efforts, relations between our two
countries have made gratifying prog-
ress.” “We are happy to note,” he
said, “that in the past year economic
and trade relations between the two
countries have developed, our ex-
changes in the ficlds of science and
technology have increased and the
mutual understanding and friendship
between our two peoples have been
enhanced.”

The Vice-Premier said: “At pres-
ent, the international situation is
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excellenf. New and important vic-
tories have been won by the people
of all countries in their struggle
against colonialism, imperialism and
hegemonism. The Third World is
daily awakening and growing in
strength. It has steadily strengthened
its unity, won repeated victories and
displayed its might in the struggle
against superpower hegemony and
power palitics.

“China is a developing socialist
country belonging to the Third
Warld. We respect the independent
foreign policy of Australia and ap-
preciate the active efforts of the
Australian Government to develop
relations with Third World countries
and improve the world situation.”

“We are confident that the visit of
Deputy Prime Minister will make a
positive contribution to the mutual
understanding and to the develop-
ment of friendly' relations between
our two countries,” Vice-Premier Li
said in conclusion.

In reply, Deputy Prime Minister
Cairns said: “We are looking for-
ward to the opening tomorrow of the
Australian Exhibition in Peking and
to its success. In a few days I shall
return to Australia to atiend the
opening of the Chinese Exhibition in
Sydney.

“This is the first occasion on which
simultaneous exhibitions have been
staged in our two countries and it has
been made possible by the spirit of
friendly co-operation which now
exists at all levels between us.”

“It is our sincere desire,” he con-
tinued, “that the two exhibitions —
ours here in Peking and yours in
Sydney — will contribute substantial-
ly to the further development and
strengthening of our trade and to the
expansion of our technical ex-
changes.”

Dr. Cairns said: “It is less than
two years since the formal establishe
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ment of diplomatic relations between
our countries, but the ties between
us are already strong. The mutual
exchange of cxhibitions is yet
another landmark in the continuing
development of friendship and co-
operation between our two countries.”

Deputy Prime Minister and Mrs.
Cairns and the other distinguished
Australian guests arrived in Pcking
from Shanghai on October 10 after
visiting Shanghai and Wusih.

On the eve of their departure, Dr.
Cairns and Mrs. Cairns gave a
banquet at the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple on October 13.

Speaking at the banquet, the
Australian Deputy Prime Minister
said: “It is true that the social
systems of Australia and China are
different. But we have proved that
two countries with different social
systems can develop friendly rela-
tions and live in peace.”

He praised China for being faith-
ful to the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence and wished continuous
consolidation and development of the
friendship between the Australian
and Chinese peoples and the friendly
relations and co-operation belween
the two governments on the basis of
the five principles.

In his speech, Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien said that during his
China visit, Deputy Prime Minister
Cairns had exchanged views on a
wide range of subjects with respon-
sible members of Chinese depart-
ments concerned. “This,” he pointed
out, “has deepened our mutual under-
standing and will play a positive role
in developing the friendly relations
and particularly the economic and
trade relations between our two
countries.”

Vice-Premier Li said: The Aus-
tralian exhibilion provides a good
opportunity for our scientific and
technical personnel to learn from the
Australian people. This fully proves
that it is entirely in conformity with
the common wishes of our two peo-
ples to develop our friendly co-
operation and economic and trade
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relations on the basis of the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence.

Australian Exhibition Opens
In Peking

The Australian Exhibition opened
in Peking on October 11.

Dr. James Cairns, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister for Overseas
Trade of the Australian Federal
Government, presided over the open-
ing ceremony.

Chinese Vice-Premier Li Hsien~
nien atlended the ccremony and cut
the ribbon opening the exhibition.
Minister of Foreign Trade Li Chiang
and others also attended. This is
the first exhibition ever held in
China by Australia. Covering a total
{loor space of 15,000 square metres,
the exhibits include agricultural,
animal, forestry, mineral, transport
and communication and medicinal
products.

Speaking at the ceremony, Deputy
Prime Minister Cairns reviewed the
development of {rade between Aus-
tralia and China in recent years. He
said: “We know that the exhibition
will contribute to the further develop-
ment of trade. It is the result of co-
operaiion between Chincse and Aus-
tralians at all stages.”

Foreign Trade Minister Li Chiang
said: The daily increasing friendly
exchanges ‘“show that the friendly
relations between our two couniries
as well as our economic ties and {rade
have been constanily strengthened, a
fact that rellects the common desire
of the Chinese and Ausiralian peoples
to increase their friendship.”

Yeh Chien-ying Meets
Mr. Shang Chen

Yeh Chien-ying, Vice-Chairman of
the Central Commitiec of the Com-
munist Party of China, on October
10 met and had a cordial conversa-
tion with Mr. Shang Chen, former
commander-in-chief of the sixth war
zone of the Kuomintang, presidential
chief of staff and chief of the Kuo-
mintang governmeni mission in
Japan. Sanad

~3.L|

Mr. Shang’s granddaughter Shang
Hui-hsuan and Mr. Chin Hsiang who
accompanied him on his return to
the country for a visit, attended the
meeting.,

Later, Vice-Chairman Yeh gave a
dinner for Mr. Shang and others.

Mr. Shang, who returned from
Japan for a visit, arrived in Peking
on September 19.

Legitimate Seat of Chinese

Volieyball Association in
I.V.B.F. Affirmed

The International Volleyball Fed-
eration (I.V.B.F.) has affirmed the
legitimate seat of the Volleyball As-
sociation of the People’s Republic of
China and expelled the so-calle
sports organization of the Chian{
Kai-shek clique from the interna-
tional sports organization. A res-
olution to this effect was adopted at
an extraordinary session of the
I.V.B.F.s 14th Congress in Mexico
City on October 9. The draft reso-
lution was adopted by the congress
with 54 in favour, 18 against and 3
abstentions, .

Chang Chih-huai and Chang Chien,
representatives of the Volleyball As-
sociation of the People’s Republic of
China, attended the I.V.B.F. congress
on October 10. Speaking at the
congress, Chang Chih-huai said: This
resolution by LV.B.F. reflects the
commen desire of the people and
sportsmen of all countries. There-
fore, this is our joint victory. =

News Briefs

e Premier Chou En-lai on October 10
sent a message to Peruvian President
Juan Velasco Alvarado, expressing
heartfelt sympathy and solicitude to
the people in the Lima area alfected
by a recent strong earihquake.

e A group of the Ceniral Philhar-
monic Society of China with Lin Li-
yun as its head and Kang Hsin-pin
and Li Teh-lun as its deputy heads
left Peking by air on October 11 for

a performance tour of Japan. The
87-member group included Yin
Cheng-chung and other leading
musicians.

Peking Review, No. 42



Shanghai’s Industrial Development

Taking the Road of Scif-Reliance

» Shanghai's gross industrial output value last year was 17 times that

of 1949 and {wice that of 1945,

FIER RN R RR R annsnmn

NDER the guidance of Chairman Mao's revoluiionary

line and the leadership of the Communist Party,
the working class of China’s largest industrial city of
Shanghai has since the start of the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution in 1966 broken with all fetishes
and superstilions, emancipated their thinking and
brought about a big upsurge in industry. The city’s
industrial development has created a rich fund of ex-
perience, the main one being that of firmly implement-

~ing the Party’s principle of maintaining independence

and keeping the initiative in our own hands and relying
on our own efforts. This is, in the words of Shanghai’s
workers, taking the road of scli-reliance and always
aiming high.

The Course of Development

When imperialist domination of Shanghai’s indusiry
and commerce was swept away by the storm of the
Chinese people’s revolution a quarter of a century ago,
imperialist spokesmen asserted that China’s cities would
falter and grind to a halt withoul their “aid.” “When
the Communist Party meets with the harsh reality of
Shanghai, they will change their line and come begging
us for help,” they gloated. Later, the social-imperial-
ists tore up all their contracts with us and withdrew
their specialists in the vain hope that China’s socialist
construction would collapse overnight.

But reality dealt both the imperialists and social-
imperialists telling blows. Shanghai’s gross industrial

spoutput value today is twice that of 1985, the year be-

fore the start of the Cultural Revolution, and 17 times
that of 1949, the year the country was liberated.

Rolled steel that the social-imperialists refused to
supply us with, the workers of Shanghai made them-
selves. The many new types of metal matervials they
never sold us also are being made by this city's work-
ers. For more than half a century the Ching Dynasty
and the Kuomintang reactionaries relied on foreign
“aid” to build a stecl industiry, but right up to the coun-
try’s liberation even sivip steel for lamp bulbs had to
be obtained from abroad. Today, Shanghai produces
1.200 different varieties of steel in some 20,000 speci-
fications. Now, as much steel is made in half a day
here as was made in 1948.

Sale of lechnology in making big electronic com-
puters to China was banned by ihe imperialists who
considered them something of a miracle and a rarity.
But Shanghai is now producing these computers for
construction and national defence industries and scien=
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tific research. On Shanghai’s production lisl arc such
items as integrated circuit electronic computers that
do a million calculations per second and electron micro-
scopes with a magnification of 400,000 as well as the
several dozen kinds of electronic medical apparatuses
being made that are near or up to advanced levels.

Those hostile to the Chinese people had claimed
that New China could not build up its industry without
their equipment. But Shanghai now makes complete
sets of equipment which annually {urn out 1.1 million
tons of iron, 1.2 million tons of steel. 700,000 tons of
sheet steel and medium plates, and whole scts of equip-
ment which handle 2.5 million tons of crude cil a year.
Shanghai is producing various machines for export 10
Third World countries, including machinery for making
steel and paper and for processing foodstuffs. Belore
liberation, even the screws on generating equipment
were imported. One large turbo-generating sct with an
inner watler-cooled stator and rotor made in Shanghai
today has a capacity greater than that of the whole
power indusiry the imperialists had buill up in Shang-
hai over a period of 70 years to plunder the Chinese
people. ;

The basic reason for the heroic industrious work-
ing class of Shanghai attaining such results was that
it firmly implemented the Party’s basic line for the
historical period of socialism and the general line of
going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster,
better and more economical results in building socialism,
and firmly carried out the Party’s principle of inde-
pendence and self-reliance. In the Great Cultural Rev-
olution and in the movement to criticize Lin Piao and
Confucius, they have deepened their criticism of the
revisionist line of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao and have
further strengthened their determination.

Shanghai is a microcosm of China’s socialist con-
struction. A host of magnificent facts show how
absolutely correct is Chairman Mao's principle of
maintaining independence and keeping the initiative in
our own hands and relying on our own efiorts. And
it is precisely because we have firmly implemented this
principle that the Chinese people, under the leadership
of the Parly, overthrew the Chiang Kai-shek regime
and won revolutionary victory in the years of war.
After the founding of New China we shattered the im-
perialist embargo and firmly stood up to pressure from
the social-imperialists so that socialist construction in
China developed vigorously from day to day. All this
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Ocean-going freighters being built at the Kiangnan Shipyard.

affirms very clearly that taking the rcad of maintaining
independence and keeping the initiative in our own
hands and relying on our own efforls is indeed some-
thing that fills the imperialists and social-imperialists
with fear. For a developing country like China, how-
ever, this is certainly the road leading from viciory to
victory.

Relying on the Masses

Some people regard self-reliance simply as a matter
of “importing or not importing.” Actually, this is
merely seeing only the superficial aspect of the matter.
Back in the war years, Chairman Mao already pointed
out that the essence of self-reliance is reliance “on the
creative power of the whole army and the entire peo-
ple.” Those who worship and are awed by forcign
things and rely on importing and those who pessimisti-
cally drone that we can’t do this and can’t do that show
their complete lack of faith in the masses having bound-
less creative power. The fundamental experience of
Shanghai’s achievemenis through implementing the
principle of self-reliznce is to rely on the masses and
have faith that the working people armed with Marxism-
Leninism-Mao 7Tseiung Thought are able io create
miracles.

Look al how Shanghai’s workers built a 10,000~
ton-class ship!

The crucial problem in building a 10.000-tonner is
making the diesel motor. Some inner components of
this piece of machinery standing as high as a three-
storeyed building must have a grade nine surface finish.
To get such a smooth finish, foreign countries use large-
size precision equipment to process the motor. Since
the Kiangnan Shipyard had no such equipment, the

workers made tools the size of a flashlight, fits
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ted them on to ordinary
muachine tosis and pro-
duced a betier ihan
grade ten surface {inish.
The processed parts are
so smooth that anyone
standing belore them
can see every hair on
his head very clearly.
In assembling this dics-
el motor, a tall build-
ing with a relatively
constant room tempera-
fure is normally requir-
ed and the floor must
be able to withstand
pressures of 12 tons per
square metre. Kiang-
nan had no such buijld-
ing and so the work=-
ers pul up a roofless

B sembled the motor in-
side it. DBecause the
foundation floor sank
constantly, the workcors filted measuring instruments
to the machinery and drove iron wedges under-
neath to compensate [or submergence and enable
the machinery te maintain a constant plane. The dicsel
motor was finally comgleted after countless difficulties
had been cvercome.

It was preciscly by relying on the workers’ unlimit-
ed crealiveness thel a Shanghei shipyard which pre-
vicusly could only do repairs was able fo build a 13.000-
ton freighter on a decck intended for 3,000-ton ships.
Before the Cultural Revolution only one Shanghai
shipyard cculd build ships of the 10.000-ton class, now
there are four that are building at a fasler speed bigger
ships of higher quality.

The process of making sophisticated high-precision
machinery cleariy demonstrates that the road of main-
taining independence and keeping the initiative in our‘
own hands and relying on cur own efforts is basically
the road ol relying on the masses. By lully mobilizing
and bringing into play the wisdom and crcativeness of
millions of people, we will certainly catch up and surpass
advanced world standards in the not too distant future.

Supporting New-Born Things

The development of Shanghai’s industry shows
that implementing the principle of maintaining inde-
pendence and keeoping the initiative in our own hands
and relying on our own efforts is a process full of
acute and fierce struggles between two ideologies and
two lnes. The crux of these struggles is the question
of attitude towards new-born things. To develop our
industry by relying on our own efforts and to catch
up with and surpass advanced world standards inevi-
tably involves the problem of starting from scratch and
advancing from a low to a higher level. Consequent-
ly, the road ef self-reliance is one of constant innova-
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tion. Creating something new will run up against
obstructions from those who want to go on doing things
the old conventional way and those who worship
foreign things and have other erroneous ideas. Shang-
hai's experience demonstrates that a resolute struggle
must be carried out against these erroncous ideas and
the initiative of the masses must be respected and rev-
olufionary new-born things must be supported.

As early as 1960, the workers at the Hutung Ship-
yard made China'’s first diesel engine for a 10,000-icn
vessel. Chemically and mechanically, the 70-ton crank-
shaft for this molor was up to specifications, but as
there were a few small pits on the surface it was re-
jected ouiright by “authorities” who were divorced
from reality and who went only by what they had
read in foreign books. DBeeause of this. the hull buili
by ancther shipyard was left [loating five years on the
Whangpoo River. In the course of the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution the workers eriticized the
revisionist line, repudiated the slavish comprador phi-
losophy and began plugging away for the crankshaft
™9 be used. Communist Party member and worker-
promoted-engineer Yang Ching-fu said: “I've seen
plenty of foreign crankshafts on diesel motors in
my more than forty years repairing foreign ships. And
T've seen some of the ‘best’ crankshafts are pitted, some
worse than ours, Why must we put so much stock
in foreign things and not use what we ourselves have
made?’ Today, that shaft has done its work of pro-
pelling a 15,000-ton tanker for more than six years
and is still going strong. This “crankshaft incident”
which once caused such a stir in shipbuilding circles
has led people to realize how inimical the revisionist
line and ideas which make a fetish of foreign things
are to developing the forces of socialist production. It
has also made people awarc of the necessity to criticize
making a fetish of foreign things so as to give full
rein to the creative spirit and to do a good job of the
revolution in the sphere of the superstructure in order
to unshackle the forces of production.

The Great Proletarian Culiural Revolution has
‘Harked even greater creativity. Last year two young
workers at the Shanghai No. 9 Cashmere Wear Mill
produced a simple programme control device. As soon
as it appeared, the leadership swiftly began popularizing
it so that within a year all the old knitting machines
of the '30s had been made fully or semi-automatic
in all 14 mills making cashmere wear. It also led to
a mass movement in many branches of the city's in-
dusiry to embark on programme-control technology.

Because of the big support given to the creative-
ness of the masses, Shanghai has increased its 13 pre-
Cultural Revolution dacron textile and printing and
dyeing mills to 41 mills with relatively small invest-
ment. OCutput has now gone up 23 times.

Every year this old industrial base of Shanghai
sees about ten thousand special machine tools and other
new technical equipment all made by the workers
themselves going into production thanks to the massive
suprort given to the creativeness of the workers,
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New equipment being put up in the Shanghai Refinery.

In practice and in continually creating new things,.
Shanghai’s working class has come to see clearly that
to enable new things to grow, dialectics must be pro-
moted in a big way. The workers recall these words
of Lenin's: “We muost carefully study the [eeble new
shoots, we must devote the greatest attention to them,
do everything to promote their growth and must
‘nurse’ them.”

Communist Party member Shao Pu-ken is a witness
to the birth of the automobile industry in Shanghai,
He has seen with his own eyes how the motor ecar
industry here grew up from the struggle in which
materialist dialectics triumphed over idcalism and
metaphysics. Shanghai turned out its first chassis for
a four-ton truck in the year of the big leap forward.
Stripped to the waist, Shao and other workers ham-
mered it out with 24-pound hammers. The chassis of
the first motor tricycle was made of wood and used
bamboo for springs. The idealists and metaphysicists
refused to concede that it was a motor vehicle, but the
workers started it up, climbed aboard and toured the
streets beating gongs and drums to announce its birth.
These revolutionary new-born things grew up in the
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midst of struggle between the two lines and two phi-
losophical concepts. Shanghai today manufactures in
lots more than tem types of motor vehicles including
heavy-duty tip trucks, sedans, buses and cross-country
cars.

Hsu Yu-mu, a Communist Party member, is one
of the feunders of the city’s wristwatch industry. He
and his colleagues made Shanghai’s first watch by
shaping the parts with hand [iles and boring holes with
sewing needles. The watch ran when it was put on
a table but stopped when strapped on a wrist. Some
smart chaps scolfed that it was a “table watch,” not
a wristwatch. But the workers were proud of this
watch. They said that although it wasn't very good
as far as quality went. it was better than any imported
watch because they themselves had made it. “The next
one and the watches to come will be better and better,”
they said. And that was what happened. The
“Shanghai” wristwatch is now a big seller in China.
Shanghai’s workers today turn out automatic calendar
watches, diver’s automatic calendar waiches and other
advanced types of watches.

Socialist Co-operation

Taking the road of self-reliance does not mean
that every enterprise must be self-sufficient and
produce everything it needs. On the contrary, a major
experience gained by Shanghai in implementing the
principle of self-reliance is, under the Party’s unified
leadership, to bring the superiority of the socialist
system into full play by organizing big socialist co-
operation on a city-wide scale,

Since the start of the Great Cultural Revolution,
the working class in Shanghai has organized many
largé-scale co-operative activities which rapidly solved
difficulties through concerted efforts. The state was
in urgent need of a new type of alloy in 1970. If the
task had been assigned to one plant, it would have
to build a workshop which would take three years and
require an investment of 60 million yuan. But by
pooling the efforts of six medium-sized and small plants,
a sample was produced in 20 days and batch produc-
tion started in two months. The total cost was less
than one million yuan.

To build up and develop the modern electronics
industry, Shanghai’s workers decided to produce in 15
days a single crystal-growing furnace nceded for
making mono-crystal silicon. The city had imported
one which could hold only 200 grammes of material,
and it would have taken years to develop the elec-
tronics industry by relying on imported equipment. So
the workers made up their minds to manufacture it
themselves. But those blind to the immense strength
of socialist co-operation said with folded arms: “Fifteen
days? Even a fairy couldn’t do it!” However, the
equipment was produced in 13 days, instead of 15,
through the co-operation of a dozen units which later
produced 50 such furnaces in threc short months. The
productive capacity of this type of furnace is far larger
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than that of the imported one. Today Shanghai has
built up its modern electironics industry through its
own efforts and has produced large numbers of elec-
tronic computers, television sets and electronic medical
apparatuses.

All the victories won by the Shanghai working
class as a result of big co-operation come from its efforts
to make full use of the superiority of the socialist
system. Marx pointed out: “Not only have we here
an increase in the productive power of the individual,
by means of co-operation, but the creation of a new
power.” Our socialist system has opened up an un-
limited future for tapping potential produciive power
through co-operation. According to the city's expe-
rience, making full use of the socialist system’s su-
periority and pooling the efforts of several, dozens or
even 100 plants will bring about enormous new
productive power and accomplish tasks, which one
plant or one department cannot undertake, with greater,
faster, better and more economical resulis.

Industrial development in Shanghai has receivc‘
tremendous support from other parts of the country.
In the massive socialist co-operation, Shanghai’s working
class has also shown praiseworthy consideration for
needs in other places. Workers at the Shanghai Irregular
Steel Tubing Mill has asked their leadership to lay
down the following rule: No matter how dilficult the
demands raised by the consuming units are, nobody
has the right to refuse them without consuliing the
workers. Since the Great Cultural Revolution began,
the mill has turned out a thousand specifications of
irregular tubes for Shanghai and other places. A car
can pass through the biggest tubes made by the mill;
the smallest tube weighs only one gramme and a
sneeze will blow it away. This tiny corrugated tube
of stainless steel was necded in scaling a technical
height, but the consuming unit only wanted 0.1 kg.
The mill's workers trial-produced the tube more than
400 times over a period of two years bcfore fulfilling“,
the task.

Why has the Shanghai working class displayed
such an admirable style in co-operation? Why does
it have such immense drive in relying on its own efforts
and aiming high? In the final analysis, the answer
is what Chairman Mao has pointed out: The correct-
ness or incorreciness of the ideological and political
line decides everything. The mighty torrent of the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution has swept away
the dirt of the revisionist line of Liu Shao-chi and
Lin Piao. Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary
line has been deeply embedded in people’s thinking
and the masses’ revolutionary enthusiasm has rushed
forward like a tide. Shanghai’s workers put it correct-
ly when they say: It is the common task of our nearly
800 million people to build up our socialist motherland;
it is the task of the whole Party to implement the
Party's principle of independence and self-reliance and
the general line for building socialism.

Peling Review, No. 42



The Bankruptcy of Lin Piao’s
Counter-Revolutionary Tactics

by Yu Fan

O T O L O L LT L LU LR LT LR LR

Lin Piao, a big Party tyrant and warlord, always
hid himself in dark corners summing up his counter-
revolutionary experience and racking his brains on the
line and tactics for carrying out counter-revolutionary
activities. He did this out of his need to oppose the
revolution. Written in one of his sinister notebooks
which record his secret talks are the words: *“The doc-
trine of the mean* . . . is rational.” This is followed

“™immediately by a list of six main points for “attention,”

namely, “stand on the Left side,” “boldly oppose the
ulira-Left trend of thought,” “resolutely combat Right
deviations,” “unite with the majority of those people
with a vacillating political stand and wrong ideas,”
“disintegrate the indirect allies” and “stratagem of con-
ccalment**,” Lin Piao wrote similar comments in the
margin of Tzu Hai (a Chinese cyclopaedia) beside the
term ‘“chung yung” (the mean) with the following zd-
ditional words: “A combination of all these constitutes
a correct line.”

These sinister notes provide us with excellent teach-
ing material by negalive example. An analysis of them
serves as an eye-opener for us to see more clearly the
ugly features of Lin Piao — who was a bourgeois carcer-
ist, conspirator and counter-revolutionary double-
dealer — and the ulira-Rightist nature of his revisionist
line, and recognize his whole set of tricks characterized
by “speaking nice things to your face but stabbing you

itin the back.”

These counter-revolutionary notes were written by
Lin Piac and his followers in the period afler the con-
vocation of the Ninth National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China in April 1969 and prior {o the
Second Plenary Session of the Party’s Ninth Centiral
Committee in August 1970. The revisionist report***

*The “docirine of the mean” was a “supreme virtue”
preached by Confucius. It required that people take an
attitude of not leaning to cither side and act in accordance
with the rules and regulations of the hierarchy of the
slave system without the slightest brecach or deviation.
Rulers in Chinese history preached the “doctrine of the
mean” [or they wanted to cover up social contradictions,
oppose class struggle and consolidate the old order by
advocating ecleclicism, compromise and conservatism.

*# “Stratagem of concealment” means refraining from
revealing one’'s ambitions and putting others off the
tracks. By resorting to these tacties, Lin Piao intrigued
and conspired under cover.
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cooked up by Lin Piao in collusion with Chen Po-ta
for delivery at the Ninth Party Congress had naturally
been rejected by the Party Cenfral Committee. The
political report drafted under Chairman Mao’s guidance
and adopted at the congress once again affirmed the
Party’s basic line and policies for the entire historical
period of socialism and proclaimed the total bankruptcy
of Liu Shao-chi’s bourgcois headquarters. Lin Piao’s
schemes thus fell through.

It was in these circumstances that Lin Piao and
one of his sworn followers wrote and presented each
other in less than three months with scrolls inseribed
with the words “Of all things, this is the most im-
portant: to restrain oneself and return to the rites”
in opposition to the line of the Ninth Party Congress
and in a vain attempt to bring about a restoration and
retrogression, usurp the Party leadership and secize state
power by following the Confucian precept of “reviving
states that were extinct, restoring familics that had
lost their positions, and calling to office those who had
fallen into obscurity.” What Lin Piao wrote in his note-
book in this period constituted the counter-revolution-
ary line and tactics he had formulated to realize these
criminal schemes; they also were a summing up and
generalization of the counter-revolutionary experience
he had accumulated over the years. It was in line with
all this that Lin Piao and company launched frenzied
attacks on the Party and the people during and after
the Second Plenary Session of the Party’s Ninth Cenfral
Committee.

Masquerading as a Left-Winger

In these sinister notes, Lin Piao told his sworn
followers that the first point for “attention” was to
“stand on the Lell side,” that is, to “assume a firm, high

¢+ Prior to the Ninth Party Congress, Lin Piao had
produced a draft political report in collaboration with
Chen Po-ta. They opposed continuing the revolution under
the dictatorship of the proletariat and maintained that
the main task after the Ninth Party Congress was to
develop production. This was a refurbished version under
new conditions of the revisionist trash that Liu Shao-chi
and Chen Po-ta had smuggled into the resolution of the
Eighth Party Congress, which alleged that the principal
contradiction in our country was not the contradiction
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, but the con-
tradiction “between the advanced socialist system and the
backward productive forces of society.”



Left-wing posture.” “Posture” in this context is synon-
ymous with disguise. This tell-tale confession of Lin
Piao’s, when viewed in connection with what he used
to do, revealed his true features all the more clearly.
For example, his “never showing up without a copy of
Quotations in hand and never opening his mouth with-
out shouting ‘long live’ ” was nothing but a “posture,”
a false appearance. Behind it was the real thing
and essence — his attempt to subvert the dictatorship
of the proletariat and restore capitalism as expressed
in the precept “restrain oneself and return to the rites.”

To oppose Marxism under the cloak of Marxism is
a salient feature of the revisionists. This is especially
true under the conditions of the dictatorship of the
proletariat in China, because Marxism-Leninism-Mao
Tsetung Thought has become the generally acknow-
ledged guiding thinking of the whole Party, army and
peopie, Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line
occupies the dominant position, and Chairman Mao and
the Party Central Commitiee are held in high esteem
by the people of the whole country. In these cir-
cumstances, it is all the more necessary for the revision-
ists to disguise themselves, otherwise they could not get
along even for a single day. Lin Piao’s very intention
of disguising himself as a Leftist and a revolutionary
was Lo provide himself with a camouflage to push ahead
with his counter-revolutionary revisionist line.

In the preface to the Material on the Hu Feng
Counter-Revolutionary Clique published in 1955, Chair-
man Mao pointed out: “Counter-revolutionaries in dis-
guise conceal their true features by giving a false
impression. But since they oppose the revelution, it
is impossible for them to cover up their true features
completely.” But sham is sham, and the mask will be
stripped off sooner or later. The higher the “posture™
assumed, the fuller the exposure and the quicker and
more complete the collapse. This is a law that has been
proved by the ignominious end of Hu Feng and Lin
Piao.

Attacking Secialist Revolution Under the
Pretext of “Opposing Ultra-Leftism"”

Lenin pointed out in Materialism and Empirio-
Criticism: *“We judge a person not by what he says or
thinks of himself but by his actions.” In public, Lin
Piao would uiter some revolutionary phrases and as-
sume a “high Left-wing posture,” while devoting him-
self on the sly to counter-revolutionary machinations.
He was, in fact, a dyed-in-the-wool ultra-Rightist.
What he meant by “boldly opposing the ultra-Left trend
of thought” was in fact opposing the revolution and
persisting in restoring capitalism, opposing progress and
clinging to retrogression, opposing Marxism and up-
holding revisionism. This shows him up for what he
was, an ultra-Rightist pure and simple.

In the eyes of Lin Piao and company, to make
socialist revolution was “ultra-Left” and ran counter
to the Confucian “doctrine of the mean” and, therefore,
must be opposed with might and main. This view was
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known to everyone in the Lin Piao anti-Party clique.
When we read their sinister notes and their Outline of
Project “571,” we can see quite clearly how Lin Piao
and his followers, like devils gnashing their teeth and
baring their fangs, undisguisedly attacked China’s so-
cialist system under the dictatorship of the proletariat,
opposed the political movements which have been car-
ried out to criticize the bourgeoisie and its agents, op-
posed the general line for building socialism, the big
leap forward and the people’s commune, and vilified
our Party’s principled struggle to uphold Marxism-
Leninism and oppose modern revisionism, They sang
exactly the same reactionary tune as the imperialists,
revisionists and reactionaries abroad and the landlords,
rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements
and Rightists at home in their attacks on our Party,
and as Peng Teh-huai. the ringleader of the Right op-
portunist line, in his unbridled assault on the Party at
the Lushan Conference in 1959.

In the name of “boldly opposing the ultra-Left
trend of thought,” Lin Piac and company directed the

spearhead of their attacks mainly against the Greatf*-

Proletarian Cultural Revolution. They used the most
malicious language to attack the Great Cultural Rev-
olution, saying that it had brought about a “mess"
and “chaocs.” They presented a terrible picture of the
new-born things which have emerged during the Cul-
tural Revolution, attacking them and trying to nip
them in the bud. Al this shows that they bitterly
hated and mortally feared this revolution, and were
putting up a last-ditch struggle to save themselves,
They were shameless renegades to the proletarian rev-
olution and the proletarian dictatorship and reaction-
aries trying to preserve the old order and old things
of feudalism, capitalism and revisionism and turn back
the wheel of history.

Their attacks prove by negative example the
correciness of Chairman Mao’s thesis: “The current
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is absolutely
necessary and most timely for consolidating the dic-

tatorship of the proletariat, preventing capitalist res- g

toration and building socialism.” If there were a
“mess,” it was that the Great Cultural Revolution
made a mess of the outdated conventions and customs
of the bourgeoisie and revisionists, and exposed to
broad daylight the handful of counter-revolutionaries
like Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao. This was fine indeed!
All revolutionary people rejoiced at it, and only Lin
Piao, his sworn followers, and the reactionaries at home
and abroad whom they represented moaned and
lamented.

Attacking Proletarian Revolutionaries on the
Pretext of “Combating Right Deviations"”

While doing his utmost to oppose what he called
the “ultra-Left trend of thought,” Lin Piao, with ul-
terior motives, clamoured for “resolutely combating
Right deviations.” Why did this scoundrel who was
an ultra-Rightist raise a hue and cry about “combating
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Right deviations”? The answer to this question is
provided by the very actions of his anti-Party clique.
Just like the term “opposing ultra-Leftism” he used,
what Lin Piao called “combating Right deviations” had
a special definition in his lexicon. It was merely a
tactic employed by Lin Piao to oppose Chairman Mao’s
revolutionary line and to carry out his anti-Party
activities. In other words, Lin Piao labelled anyone
as a “Rightist” who implemented Chairman Mao’s
Marxist-Leninist line but opposed or disagreed with
Lin Piao’s revisionist line, and who adhered to Chair-
man Mao’s call to “unite to win still greater victories”
but resisted Lin Piao’s splittist schemes.

Under the leadership of Chairman Mao, our Party
smashed the plot of Lin Piao and company to stage a
counter-revolutionary coup d’etat at the Second
Plenary Session of the Party’s Ninth Central Committee.
This victorious struggle greatly boosted the morale of
the proletariat and punctured the arrogance of the Lin
Piao anti-Party clique. Shaking with burning hatred,

<aLin Piao reviled at this as “a rearing up of the Right-

ist forces.” It is all too clear that Lin Piao used the
revolutionary slogan of combating Right deviations to
oppose the implementation of Chairman Mao’s revolu-
tionary line and policies. and used the label of “Right
deviation” to attack Communists and proletarian rev-
olutionaries who upheld Marxism, revolution and
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line.

There are objective standards and class criteria for
judging what is Left, what is ultra-“Left” and what
is Right deviation. Marxism holds that one who pro-
motes the development of the objective world according
to its inherent laws is Left and revolutionary. Only
the scientific knocwledge, which represents “the con-
crete, historical unity of the subjective and the objec-
tive, of theory and practice, of knowing and doing,”
as Chairman Mao said in On Practice, and the line for-
mulated on the basis of such scientific knowledge are
correct, conform to the laws governing social develop-

ment and propel history forward. The basic line for-
%Mated by Chairman Mao for our Party in the historical
period of socialism is both derived from and corroborated
by revolutionary practice. This line represents the fun-
damental interests of the labouring people, and is the
line for continuing the revolution under the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the line that guides our
socialist revolution forward from victory to vic-
tory. We are truly Left when we conscientiously carry
out Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line,

Opportunist lines ‘“are all characterized by the
breach between the subjective and the objective, by the
separation of knowledge from practice” (On Practice)
and are opposed to Chairman Mao’s proletarian rev-
olutionary line. The “Left” opportunists who overstep
a given stage of development of the objective process
regard illusions as truths or try to realize at pres-
ent an ideal which can only be realized in the
future, and so show themselves to be adventurist in
action. The Right opportunists, ‘'on the other hand,
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fail to advance with the changing objective cir-
cumstances and their knowledge remains as what it
was at the old stage. “They simply trail behind, grum-
bling that it [the chariot of society] goes too fast and
trying to drag it back or turn it in the opposite di-
rection.” (On Practice.) All the diehards and reac-
tionaries are of this sort. )

Lin Piao and his cohorts were such reac-
tionary diehards vainly trying to drag the chariot of
history back. All their talk about “opposing ultra-
Leftism” and “combating Right deviations” was de-
signed to replace the objective truth with their ideal-
ist, reactionary world outlook, and their criterion was
restoration and retrogression. They described every-
thing that ran counter to their counter-revolutionary
restorationist wishes either as an unchecked manifesta-
tion of the “ultra-Left trend of thought” or as “a
rearing up of the Rightist forces™ which must be swept
away lock, stock, and barrel. All this adds up to a
thorough exposure of the complete set of revisionist
fallacies and the fascist countenance of a big Party
tyrant and warlord.

Splittist Activities Inevitably Lead to
Self-Isolation

Those who practise revisionism politically are
bound to promote splittism organizationally, and this
is a common feature of all revisionist lines. The fourth
and fifth essential points for “attention” laid down
by Lin Piao were for the purpose of plotting organi-
zational splifs. “To unite with the majority of those
people with a vacillating political stand and wrong
ideas” meant gathering cannon-fodder to form com-
mandos for carrying out counter-revolutionary activ-
ities. This is similar to the Confucian precept of
“calling to office those who had fallen into obscurity.”
To achieve this despicable end, Lin Piao resorted to the
trickery commonly used by bourgeois politicians:
flattering and cajoling prospective adherents to corrupt
them ideologically; feting and distributing gifts or
handing out official posts and making promises to woo
and buy over them; or, for those who opposed him,
spreading rumours or sowing dissension to disintegrate
their ranks, Having no scruples about using these
tricks, he thought that he could “unite an over-
whelming majority of people.” But this was nothing
more than wishful thinking.

The people throughout the country are firm in
taking the socialist road, and the overwhelming ma-
jority of them always adhere to Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought and are closely united around
the Party Central Committee headed by Chairman
Mao. Only a tiny handful of pcople followed Lin Piao
in working for a split and-trying to turn back the
clock of history. Since Lin Piao pushed a revisionist
line, he was cxtremely isolated from the whole Party,
army and people.

The fundamental guarantee for victory in our rev-
olutionary cause is that the whole Party and the people
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throughout the country are united as one. This is also
the greatest obstacle to Lin Piao’s attempt at capitalist
restoration. Lin Piao’s “disintegrating the indirect
allies” was meant to undermine our revolutionary
unity and divide the revolutionary forces. In order
to split the Party, the cadres and the masses, he ma-
levolently categorized our revolutionary ranks into
“this force” and “that force,” “upper strata” and “lower
strata” in a futile attempt to sow discord among them,
He recruited deserters and renegades to knock together
a clique to pursue his own interests and to rig up a
bourgeois headquarters headed by himself.

But splittist intrigues are doomed to failure. The
history of our Party shows that the.chieftains of the
nine opportunist lines before Lin Piao all tried to split
the Party but came a cropper in the end. Lin Piao,
on his part, also failed to split the Party and final'y
ended up in alienating himself once and for all from
the Parly and the people. History has proved that
Party members will not go along with splittism and
the people.of the whole couniry will have none of it
either. Through the exposure and criticism of the Lin
Piao anti-Party clique, our Party has become more
united and powerful than ever, the proletariat and
other revolutionary people have grown in strength and
the dictatorship of the proletariat has become more
consolidated.

T Mucﬁinations Lead to : Self-Destruction

The last point for “attention” in Lin Piao’s sinister
notes was “stratagem of concealment,” which meant
practising intrigues and conspiracy. Lin Piao, a bour-
geois conspirator and careerist who had wormed his
way into the Communist Party, understood very well
that with Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought
deeply rooted in the hearts of the people and the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat more consolidated than
ever before, it was not an easy job to realize his am-
bition to usurp the Party leadership, seize state power
and restore capitalism. He had to cherish the “high
aspiration” to restore capitalism in his mind and con-
ceal deep in his heart the “good stratagem” of “acting
according to changing circumstances.” Because the
revolutionary situation did not permit him to plot a
restoration, he pretended to be honest, but actually
he was sharpening his sword in dark corners and keep-
ing an eye on the way the wind blew in order to achieve
his evil ends. Lin Piao looked on the revolutionary
ranks, the Communist Party and the country under the
dictatorship of the proletariat as a “tiger’s lair” in
which he was “forced to lodge for a time.” Thus by
his own confession, he was a time bomb planted in
the revolutionary ranks and a counter-revolutlonary
carcerist and conspirator.

However, conspiracy is after all conspiracy. Those
who “intrigue and conspire can never succeed and they
are bound to come to no good end. There is no ex-
ception to this rule in China or elsewhere, in modern
or ancient times. Lin Piao rose to power by intriguing
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and conspiring, and he met with failure by intriguing
and conspiring, too. Lin Piao had engaged in machina-
tions within our Party for several decades, his intrigues
becoming increasingly vicious and his conspiracy in-
creasingly malicious after the Ninth Party Congress. He
went so far as to engineer surreptitiously a counter-rev-
olutionary armed coup d’etat, attempting to assassinate
our great leader, subvert the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and establish a fascist hereditary Lin dynasty.
For all his plots and intrigues, Lin Piao did not succeed
in destroying the proletarian revolutionary cause, but
brought about his own destruction.

The “Doctrine of the Mean” Is the Doctrine for a
Counter-Revolutionary Restoration

From the above it can be seen that these sinister
notes contain Lin Piao’s whole set of counter-revolu-
tionary tactics. There are clear instructions for counter-
revolutionary disguises and programme for action,
slogans and measures, political views and organization-
al line. The notes represent the malicious plan of a
conspirator and a restoration-maniac and the deposi®:
tion of a counter-revolutionary double-dealer, and are
a record of Lin Piao and company’s wild ambitions to
restore capitalism and their insidious, crafty and hy-
pocritical character. Lin Piao described his notes as
representing “a correct line” and dubbed them the
“doctrine of the mean.” This only bares the ultra-
Rightist nature of his revisionist line and reveals the
reactionary and hypocritical nature of the “doctrine of
the mean.”

As a matter of fact, the so-called “doctrine of the
mean” is the doctrine for a counter-revolutionary resto-
ration and a cover for conspirators to deceive the people.
In order to deceive the people and bring about a resto-
ration, all the reactionaries in China after Confucius,
who were on the verge of extinction, invariably posed
as masters of the “doctrine of the mean,” and they
regarded others as going to extremes. Not long ago,
the old-line counter-revolutionary diehard Chiang Kai-
shek still taught his son to study the “orthodox teach £
ings and cardinal principles” as mentioned in Chu Hsi’s*

(Continued on p. 21.)

*Chu Hsi (1130-1200), a representative of the Con-
fucian school in the Southern Sung Dynasty (1127-1279),
was an idealist philosopher who exercised the greatest
influence in feudal times after Confucius and Mencius.
He held that all things in the universe and the feudal
order were determined by “reason” which had existed be-
fore all else. He described the “Three Cardinal Guides
and the Tive Constant Virtues,” which upheld the order of
feudal rule, as eternal and unchangeable “heavenly reason."”
He regarded all desire and wishes contrary to the order
of feudal rule as the vilest “human passions.” He put
forward his reactionary view of “preserving heavenly
reason and eliminating human passions” as a basis for the

‘fallacies of the feudal ruling class such as “to exploit is

justiffed” and “to oppress is justified.” The Collection of
Annotations for the Four Books Chu Hsi compiled became
a requirved. textbook fox' reading stlpulated by later feudal
tTulers
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Harnessing the Haiho River

A County’s Regiment of Peasant-Workers

by Chang En-hua

N the big battle to bring the Haiho River under

permanent control the peasants living in the river
basin played a decisive role. (See “Great Power of the
Mass Line” in issue No. 39.)

Our Huanghua is one of 80 or so counties in Hopei
Province taking part in the gigantic project to harness
the Haiho River. Several thousands of able-bodied
xoung men out of 80,000 from the 18 people’s com-
«nunes in our county are selected each year and assign-
ed for the winter and spring to the Headquarters for
Harnessing the Haiho River in Hopei Province. To
ensure centralized leadership and unified direction, the
peasant-workers are organized into regiments according
to county, companies according to commune and finally
into platoons and squads much the same as in the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army. Every winter and spring be-
tween the busy farming seasons, commune members
are called up to form the labour force for building the
backbone units of this project.

The People Are the Mainspring of Power

The tough work of dredging rivers and building
embankments begins when the temperature drops with
the advance of winter, but the peasants’ eagerness to
tame the river is pitched hot and high. The number

f men called up every year is determined by the prov-
" yice according to the size of each county’s labour force.
The county distributes its quota among the communes.
The communes go to the brigades, the brigades to the
production teams, for the required number of men. The
general practice is to accept two or three men from
each production team.

Every time volunteers are asked for, the villages
are thrown into a whirl of excitement. Village redif-
fusion systems broadcast the significance of the project
and give reports of progress already made, of outstand-
ing deeds performed and of men who have distinguish-
ed themselves at the work-sites. Sometimes father
and son or two brothers both apply. The able-bodied
men compete with each other to be accepted. And for
every one accepted there are many who are left disap-

The author is a leading member of the Huanghua
County Peasant-Worker Regiment of Hopei Province for
harnessing the Haihoé River, ' :
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pointed. Even older men try to get taken on although
they know that only those between 20 and 45 years of
age are eligible,

Over the past ten years more than 54,000 peasants
from our county have gone to work on the project,
some more than once. Outstanding people and labour
heroes have emerged in a steady stream.

When Meng Hsien-feng, a peasant in our county,
heard Chairman Mao’s call “The Haiho River must be
brought under permanent control!” he was among the
first to volunteer. He put off building his new house
for three years so as to be free to work on the project.
(Peasants build their own houses with their own hands,
receiving some help from the production team in the
form of labour.) He is for ever publicizing the signifi-’
cance of the project and for ten winters siraight has
performed his tasks in an exemplary fashion. Today,
he is known throughout the county as an outstanding
river-tamer. Another volunteer, Chi Shih-chang, be-
fore leaving for the project each year, buys spare parts
with his own money to take along with him to repair
carts. In three ycars he has repaired more than 1,000
tools and handcarts.

People work with a will on the sites, with cach one
trying to do as much as he can in the spirit of socialist
emulation. It shows what tremendous enthusiasm
there is among the masses. Owing to insufficient earth-
moving machines most of the work is done by manual
labour. The builders move earth in pneumatic-tyred
carts, their slogan — “Move 5 tons and walk 50 kms. a
day!” Actually they do more. Sometimes the ground
is frozen so hard that their picks hardly make a dent.
Sometimes they run up against muddy ooze; but
whatever the difficulties, these peasant-workers of our
county always fulfil their work targets.

Whence this soaring enthusiasm of the masses?
To answer this we must go back to the beginning.

Huanghua County borders on the Pohai Sea. In
the past before liberation, our low-lying couniy was
flooded every rainy season. Large tracts of land were
saline and our harvests did not amount to much even
in good years. The more than-100,000 impoverished
peasants here had a hard time of it, In Liusan Village
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110 households out of the 130 or so lived by labouring

for landlords. Every time there was a flood, which
was quite often, the villagers dispersed —hence the
name of the village was pronounced with a different
intonation, meaning “Scatter” or “Disperse.”

For generations the peasants here were anxious to
see the river harnessed. But in the old society under
the dictatorship of the reactionary ruling -classes,
disasters mounted instead of diminishing.

Advancing revolution freed the peasant masses
from land rent, usury, a plethora of taxes and all forms
6f political oppression. As agricultural collectivization
developed, they expanded their strength through get-
ting organized and swept away for ever the limitations
coeval with farming by individual households.

After liberation the people dug six canals which
helped drain and improve a large part of the arable
land in the county. However, in the face of a big flood
they were still helpless. Our crops were very promis-
ing in 1963, but heavy losses were sustained when an
exceptionally big fload struck before the crops could
be harvested. If this had happened in the old society
the poor, unfortunate peasants would have had to flee
for their lives. This time, in the new socialist society,
the People’s Government promptly sent in grain, warm
cotton clothing, blankets, medicines and other relief
supplies. As the older peasants ate steamed bread
made of flour, their eyes were wet with tears. They told
the young people what they had gone through in the
old days and described the contrast between the happy
present and the disaster-ridden past.

This fuelled the demand to bring the river under
control once and for all. “Politically, we have stood
up, but, alas, economically we are still rclying on the
state,” they said. “We must get rid of floods and con-
tribute our share towards building socialism,” they
“vowed.

Then Chairman Mao issued the great call “The
Haiho River must bo brought under permanent control!”
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Commune members
give peasant-work=-
ers leaving for the
Haiho project a
rousing send-off.

There was great rejoicing among the people; they held
celebrations and processions, The long-standing aspi-
rations of the villagers of Huanghua were about to bet
realized. Their enthusiasm engendered a tremendous
force for construction.

The revolutionary teacher Marx pointed out: “The
greatest productive power is the revolutionary class
itself.” (The Poverty of Philosophy.) Chairman Mao
has also taught us: “Given agricultural co-operation, the
masses have immense strength. Ordinary problems of
flood and drought which have been insoluble for
thousands of years can now be handled within a matter
of a few years.”

The tremendecus transformation taking place in
Huanghua proves the wisdom of the revolutionary
teachers. In a good year before liberation total grain
output in Huanghua never surpassed 15,000 tons. After
liberation and up to 1963 grain production went up,
but yields {luctuated because the problem of too much
water was not completely solved. Beginning in 1965
Huanghua County’s dependence on the state for grain
began gradually to diminish. By 1969 it had beguy’
to grow more than enough to meet its own needs and
to sell surplus grain to the state. The total grain
harvest in 1973 was 80,000 tons — and this in spite of
a dry spell followed by excessive rain that year.

Organizing the Enthusiasm of the Masses )

The enthusiasm of the peasants for harnessing the
Haiho was very high and widespread. Tens of thou-~
sands were eager to get started. The problem was how
to channel this energy and weld it into a powerful force.-

Chairman Mao points out: “If the masses alone are
active without a strong leading group to organize their
activity property, such activity cannot be sustained for
long, or carried forward in the right direction, or raised
to a high level.” =

As a leading member of the Huanghua Peasant-
Worker Regiment I fully realize that to properly
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organize the enthusiasm of the masses, prime impor-
tance must be attached to putting proletarian politics
in command,

Lively political and ideological work is a regular
feature at all the work-sites of the project.

“Lessons before work” is one of the practices at
the work-site, meaning that the first few days before
we start are devoted to studying the writings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin and Chairman Mao’s works.
After we start, two or three evenings a week are put
aside for political study.

Topics ax:_e closely related to actualities. Regular
study enables the peasant-builders to see that their
labour is linked to the glorious tasks of speeding up
the socialist construction of their motherland and sup-
porting the revolutionary struggle of the people of the
world, and the lofty ideal of realizing communism.
This fundamentally heightens the consciousness of the

7.peasau'xt-workers in respect to the class and two-line
wstruggle, spurs their enthusiasm for building socialism,
allows them to give full play to their indomitable pro-
letarian revolutionary spirit of fearing no difficulties
and helps them display the communist style of .utter
devotion to others without any thought of self, un-
selfish work and unity and co-operation.

We study the revolutionary teachers’ historical
materialist viewpoint that “it is the masses who make
history.” This enables peasant-workers to fully realize
the strength that is in them and enhances their con-
fidence that “man can conquer nature.” Studying the
dialectical-materialist instructions of the revolutionary

October 18, 1974

teachers helps them become adept in analysing and
solving contradictions and unravelling knotty problcms
which crop up in the course of work.

The process of studying Marxism-Leninism-Muao
Tsetung Thought is also a process of criticizing revie
sionism. As in all work, the two-line struggle permeates
the entire project of harnessing the Haiho River from
beginning to end. For example, Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piuo
and other political swindlers plotted to delay and ob-
struct the realization of Chairman Mao’s call “The
Haiho River must be brought under permanent controi!”
Influenced by the counter-revolutionary revisionist line
of Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao, some people fought
against freeing the Heilungkang area, (a disaster area
in Hopei Province) from natural calamities. They
spread pessimistic rumours that “no matter how much
you put in, you can’t get any result in such a large
area” and so on. Over every major question in the
course of the project, there was a sharp confrontation
between the two diametrically opposed lines — relying
on one’s own efforts and working hard, or just sitting
back and waiting for state funds and equipment: rely-
ing on the masses, or only depending on a small num=
ber of specialists, and so on.

The peasant-workers linked criticism to reality.
They said: “Trying to stop us from fixing up the
Heilungkang area is just the same as trying to stop us
from wiping out the threat of flood and drought and
from standing up on our own feet economically. They do
that in order to restore capitalism. Chairman Mao,
who has the greatest concern for the masses and be-
lieves in the masses, issued a call saying that we ‘must’
harness the Haiho — and what’s more — bring it ‘under

permanent control.’ That’s the revolu-
tionary line expressing the interests of
the people. We must act according to
Chairman Mao’s teaching.”

Mass criticisms like this are car-
ried out regularly, sometimes at regi-
mental meetings but more often at
smaller mectings. Wall newspapers
and other forms of the media are also
employed. In the movement to criti-
cize Lin Piao and Confucius the
peasant-builders criticized Lin Piao’s
plot to restore capitalism; this further
fired their enthusiasm to build social-
ism and speeded up the work of bring-
ing the Haiho under permanent con-
trol. In the wake of criticizing the
nonsense that “the highest are the
wise and the lowest are the stupid”
there was a huge harvest of technical
innovations from the masses.

Another effective means to en-
hance the enthusiasm of the masses
is to organize the peasant-work-
ers to vrecall the misery and
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hardships of the old days and see what a happy
life they are leading today. Veteran poor and lower-
middle peasants on thinking back to the oppres-
sion and exploitation they suffered in the old so-
ciely see how good life is today and fecl bursting
with energy. Through hearing about life of the work-
ing people in the old days the younger peasant-workers
ave inspired with a firm determination to build and
defend socialism.

Chairman Mao points out: “Political work is the
life-blood of all economic work.” Regular political work
guarantees the high sustained enthusiasm of the thou-
sands of peasant-builders of our regiment. With
everyone doing all he can the work quotas are always
fulfilled on time each year.

To organizce the activity of the masses properly I
feel that leading groups at all levels must have faith
in and rely on the masses. Primarily this means we
must go to the masses as ordinary workers, just like
everyone else, not ride on a high hobby-horse and talk
down to them.

All the regiments of peasant-workers are under
the leadership of Party committces, Each of the five
Jeading cadres of our regiment is assigned to a specific
company where he lives, works, studies, takes his meals
and discusses work with the rank-and-file. An often
repeated saying of our regimental commander Sun
Hsiang-tien is, “Cadres must not abstain from physical
Jabour if they are to be at one with the masses and
if they are to discover and solve problems promptly.”
Chang Li-keng, deputy commissar of the regiment, says:
“To be a good commander onc must {irst of all be a
good soldier.”” With the example of the cadres at the
regimental level before them, the company and platcon
cadres also work shoulder to shoulder with the masses
and are found wherever the going is the toughest.
Cadres and masses are very close to each other.

We pay close attention to promoting democracy
during work. Before the start of an assignment, the
tasks to be done, the special features of the work-site,
quality specifications and the time allotted are made
known to all in detail. Everyone is expecled to express
his views, offer suggestions on how to proceed and so
on so that the work schedule is arrived at democrat-
ically. Thorough discussions are held, suggestions and
opinions collected, before the Party committee of the
regiment finalizes and puts it oul. We also call in the
peasant-builders to help us whenever we run up against
any problem. In this way the wisdom of the masses
is concenirated and the enthusiasm of the masses, based
on the understanding that they are the masters, is
brought fully into play.

Life on the Work-Sites

Chairman Mao says: “We should pay close attention
to the well-being of the masses.” The more actively the
-peasant-workers exert themselves in their work the
‘more closely we attend to their well-being.

Besides their state allowance, peasants working on
the project receive their normal number of work-points
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in their production teams. Everyone receives his due
at the time of distribution. While they are away their
families receive special consideration and help in
various ways from the production teams. For example,
those who are building houses get help; when grain
and vegetables are distributed, they get them delivered
to their doorsteps. Should a family dependent fall ill,
the production team will call in a doctor and assign
someone to stay with the patient if necessary.

Life is fine on the work-sites. The rows of simple
and sunny temporary dwellings are tidy and clean.
Chairman Mao’s quotation “The Haiho River must be
brought under permanent control!” is spelled out in
sparkling shells on their roofs. Red flags wave every-
where over the sites giving thfm a festive air.

Each company has its own canteen serving a wide
range of dishes at low prices. Medical treatment is
free for everyone working on the project. Each com-
pany has a doctor assigned to it and the more seriously
ill are sent away for treatment at the county hospital.
Should a worker fall sick or meet with some acciden
during work on the project, all expenses for treatment
even after the project is completed are covered by the
state.

Cultural life is varied too. There are acrobatics
and kuai pan (story-telling to the accompaniment of
clappers). There is no dearth of singers, musicians and
other amateur artists among the river-tamers. Each
regiment has a film projection team. Sometimes the
county and province send “regard and concern teams”
down, more often than not bringing with them a theat-
rical troupe to entertain the peasant-workers. Pro-
fessional artists from the various cultural departments
too are always trooping down to the work-sites for a
stint of labour with the masses as well as to perform
for them and coach the amateurs. As many of the
peasants bring along their musical instruments — the
erhu, flute, drum and gong — impromptu concerts after
work are frequent. The content of these performances
for the most part is derived from life on the work-siteg’
and as most of the items are written and performed
by the river-tamers themselves, they hold the interest
of the audience and are highly appreciated.

The people are conquering the Haiho and are
also being tempered by working in the Haiho project.
Our regiment of peasant-builders is not only a labour
organization but also a school where thousands upon
thousands of commune members are tempered through
work. Politically, ideologically, culturally and tech-
nically there is marked progress after a spell in the
regiment. Over the past decade 4,400 men sent from
our county to the Haiho project have been honoured
with the title of model workers; almost 1,500 cadres
and core clements have been trained from among the
peasant-builders for the communes, production brigades
and production teams of our county; and nearly 1,500
builders have been admitted into the Party or the Com-
munist Youth League.
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Press Communique on President Bongo’s

Visit to China
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T {he invitation of the Government of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China, His Excellency the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Gabon, Head of Government,
Founder General Secretary of the Democratic Party of
Gabon, and Madame El Hadj Omar Dongo made an
official visit fo the People’s Republic of China from 4
Lo 9 October 1974.

They were accompanied by an important delegation
comprising notab!y His Excellency Vice-President of the
Government and Madame Leon Mebiame and several

@nembers of the Government, the Political Bureau and
"Central Committee of the Democratic Party of Gabon
as well as the National Assembly.

During their stay in China, His Excellency the Pres<
ident and Madame Ll Hadj Omar Bongo visited fac-
tories, a people’s commune and famous cultural and
historic sites in Peking, Shanghai and Canton, where
they were accorded a warm welcome and amicable
hospitality by the Chinese Government and people.

Chairman Mao Tsetung met President El Hadj Omar
Bongo and had a cordial and friendly conversation with
him.

Premier Chou En-lai had a cordial meeting with
the President of the Republic of Gabon. Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping and the Gabonese Head of State had an
exchange of views in an atmosphere of mutual under-
standing on further developing the friendly relations
and co-operation between China and Gabon as well as

ren the situation in Africa and international issues of
ACzemmon interest, which yielded satisfaciory results.

The iwo parties consider that at present the inter-
national situation is developing in a direction more and
more favourable to the people of all countries and
unfavourable to imperialism, colonialism and hegemon-
ism. As the main force in the struggle against all
these forms of domination, the Third World, whose
awareness and strength are increasing from day to day,
is playing an ever greater role in international affairs.
While working to consolidate their political independ-
ence, the numerous countries of the Third World are
carrying on a massive struggle to defend their economic
independence and protect their national resources
against economic plunder and exploitation by imperial-
ism, particularly the superpowers., They are winning
incessant victories in these fields.

The iwo partics are of the agreed view that the
rclations between states should be based on the follow-
ing Five Principles;
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—mutual respect for sovereignty and {territorial
integrity,

~— mutual non-aggression,

— non-interference in each other’s internal affairs,
—equality and multual benefit, and

— peaceful coexistence,

All countries, big or small, rich or poor, should treat
each other as equals. The allairs of a given couniry
should be managed by its cwn people, and world allairs
should be settled by all countries through consultations
on an equal footing. In international affairs, it is
necessary to oppose big countries bullying small oncs,
strong countries oppressing weak oncs, and rich coun-
tries exploiting poor ones.

The two parties rejoice to sce the favourable evolu-
tion of the situation in Africa. The struggle waged by
the African peoples to win and saleguard national
independence, develop the national economy and culture,
protect their resources and oppose imperialism, colonial-
ism, racism, Zionism and hegemonism is developing
vigorously.

The two parties warmly hail the glorious birth of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and warmly congratulate
the people of Mozambique on the new victory of
independence they have won after waging a long armed
struggle.

They resolutely support the peoples of Angola,
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Azania, Sao Tome and Prinicipe
and other regions in their fight for national liberation.

They declare themselves convinced that the great
African peoples, thanks to their united struggle, will
ceaselessly surmount the obstacles in their road of
advance and finally win the complete independence and
liberation of the whole of Africa.

The two parties affirm their resolute support {o
the Arab peoples in their just struggle against the
hegemonism of the superpowers and the aggression of
Israeli Zionism for the recovery of the occupied ter-
ritories and the restoration of all the rights of the
Palestinian people.

They resolutely support the peoples of Indochina
in their just struggle against imperialist aggression and
for the liberation of their territories.
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The two parlies consider that the signing of the

Agreement on Economic and Technical Co-operation'

and the Trade Agreement between China and Gabon
will help develop the Sino-Gabonese friendly relations
and co-operation. The development of these relations
not only accords with the common desire and funda-
mental interests of the two peoples, but also benclits
the united struggle of the Third World against imperial-
ism and hegemonism. They are convinced that the
Sino-Gubonese friendly relations and co-operation based
on the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence will be
further developed and strengthened. )

The two partics note with satisfaction that the visit
to China of His Excellency the President of the Republie
of Gabon and Madame has been crowned with complete

success and has made a positive contribution to the
reinforcement of Sino-Gabonese friendship.

The Chinese Government thanks His Excellency El
Hadj Omar Bongo for the official visit he has paid to
the People’s Republic of China, bringing to the Chinese
people the profound sentiments of friendship of the
Gabonese people.

Before leaving the People’s Republic of China, His
Excellency the President of the Republic of Gabon
thanks the Chinese Government and people for the
particularly warm reception accorded to him as well
as to his wife and the declegation that accompanies him
during their sojourn in China. -

(October 9, 1974)

What Is Behind the “Petrodollar” Rush?

by Jen Ku-ping

ALL things in the world must change and are ever
changing. The rapidity and profundity of the
change in some things are often beyond expectation.
Did anyone ever imagine that the superpowers which
have always proclaimed themselves “affluent” and the
developed Westerrr countries would now have become
c0 hard pressed that they are forced to seek capital
from some developing countries? Indeed, this can be
described as an irony of history.

First of all, people have seen that the once swash=
buckling “dollar empire” is begging dollars from oil-
producing countries. According to press reports, not
only have U,S. monopolists tried by hook or by crook
to get “petrodollars,” but the U.S. Treasury Department
is requesting some Arab oil producers to issue a special
bond so it can obtain large amounts of dollars. This
is why a large amount has recently kept flowing into
the United States from the Middle East.

Britain signed an agreement with Iran last July by
which it got a credit of 1,200 million U.S. dollars to
be repaid in three years. This is a measure by the
Labour Government to revive the ailing British econ-
omy. Earlier, an AP report said that Britain all along
has been getting surplus Arab oil capital. It was esti-
mated that Britain has acquired over 3,000 million U.S.
dolleis since the beginning of this year, but facts show
that the actual figure was far greater than that.

Huge amounts of Middle East “petrodollars” have
also flowed into the West European continent. The
agreement signed between France and Iran last June
stipulated that in a period of three years, Iran pays
France in advance a sum of 1,000 million dollars in
the form of deposits, Of late, one Middle East country
purchased one-fourth of the stock of a big iron and
steel company in the Federal Republic of Germany.
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This was described as the biggest action by the oil-
producing countries to make their way into the West’s
enterprises.

The rush for “petrodollars” has also reached Japan.
The Ministry of Finance and the Bank of Japan re-
cently cxplored the question of applying for long-term
loans from the Arab countries.

Soviet revisionist social-imperialism especially casts
a coveious eye on Middle East “petrodollars.” It is
not only urging the Arab countries to transfer to the
Soviet Union their oil income deposits in the West, but
also making ill-gotten profits by using every conceivable
means of blackmail and racketeering against them.
Taking advantage of the acute shortage in oil supplies,
the Soviet revisionists have resold the oil they bought
cheap from the Arab countries to the West European _
countries at high prices and thus reaped fabulous prof-r
its. More vicious still, in last year’s Middle East war,
the Soviet revisionists, taking advantage of other coun-
tries’ difficulties, compelled Egypt to buy munilions
with cash, lining their own pockets with a considerable
portion of the Arab countries’ oil income.

The “petrodollar” scramble by the superpowers and
the developed Western countries vividly shows that the
balance of forces in the international economic sphere
is undergoing a change. The imperialist powers, par-
ticularly the superpowers, are further declining economs-
ically, whereas the Third World countries, the oil-
producing countries in particular, are emerging ever
more prosperous in the international economic arena.
In the violent upheavals in international economic
relations, the world’s forces are dividing and realigning
themselves at an accelerating pace. Thisis a reflection
in the economic sphere of the present international
situation characterized by great disorder under heaven.
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