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THE WEER

Chairman Mao Meets President and Madame Eyadema

HAIRMAN Mao Tselung on
September 4 met with General
Gnassingbe Eyadema, President of
the Republic of Togo, Madame
Eyadema and seven ministers of the
Togolese Government accompuanying
them on the visit. Chairman Mao
had a cordial and friendly conversa-
tion with President Eyadema and
“Minister of Foreign Affairs Ayi
Hunlede.
At the meeting, Chairman Mao
shook hands with all the distin-
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guished Togolese guests and extended
a warm welcome to them on their
visit to China.

The other Togolese ministers at-
lending the meeting were Colonel
Djafalo Alidou, Minister of Public
Health and Social Affairs: Ayite
Mivedor, Minister of Public Works,
Mines, Transports, Posts and Tele-
Tete

communications; Tevi-Benis-

san, Minister of Commerce and In-
Edem Kodjo, Minister of

dustry:

Finance and Economy; Koudjolou
Dogo, Minister of Planning: and
Yao Kunale Eklo, Minister of In-
Radio and

formation, Publication,

Television.

Present at the mecling and con-
versation were Chinese Vice-Premier
Teng Hsiao-ping, Vice-Foreign
Minister Wang Hai-jung and Deputy
Departmental Directors of the
Foreign Ministry Chi Tsung-hua, Lo
Hsu and Tang Wen-sheng.




Welcoming General and Mrs. Gowon
On a Visit to China

ENERAL Yakubu Gowon, Head
of the Federal Military Govern-
ment and Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, and Mrs. Gowon
arrived in Peking on September 8 by
special plane on a state visit to China
at the inviiation of the Chinese Gov-
ernment.

Warmly greeting the distinguished
guests from the bank of the Niger
River in west Africa at the airport
were Chinese leaders Li Hsien-nien,
Chen Hsi-lien, Hua Kuo-feng and Hsu
Hsiang-chier as well as several
thousand people of the capital.

The national flags of China and
Nigeria ond colourful buntings flut-
tered in ihe breeze over the capital's
main streets. Tall buildings were
decked out with huge streamers bear-
ing these words: “Warm welcome to
General and Mrs. Gowon!” “Firm
support to the Nigerian people’s
struggle to safeguard national inde-
pendence and state sovereignty!™

When the special plane carrying
the distinguished Nigerian guests

touched down, Vice-Premier Li Hsien-
nien and his wife Lin Chia-mei
walked up to welcome General and
Mrs. Gowon and other Nigerian
guests with warm handshakes. A
grand welcoming ceremony fotlowed.
Cheers burst out as General and Mrs,
Gowon went round to meet their
well-wishers.

Comrade Teng Ying-chao warmly
greeted General and Mrs. Gowon at
the Guest House.

Chinese leaders Chiang Ching, Li
Hsien-nien, Chen Hsi-lien, Hua Kuo-
feng and Hsu Hsjiang-chien met with
General Gowen, Mrs. Gowon and
other Nigerian guests the following
day. The meceting proceeded in a
cordial and friendly almosphere.

Vice-Premier Li Hsien-nien hosted
a grand banquet in the Great Hall
of the People on the evening of Sep-
tember 9 in the name of Premier
Chou En-lai to honour General and
Mrs. Gowon. Vice-Premier [:i and
General Gowon spoke at the banquet.
(For excerpts of their speeches see
pp. 8 and 9.)

The distinguished Nigerian guests were given a rousing welcome at
Peking Airport.

Rennvin  Ribao on  Septemiber 8
Ironipaged an editorial warmily
welcoming the Nigerian visitors.

In referring to the present exeelient
situation in Africa, the paper said:
The African people are a great peopie,
The African continent is a continent
full of vigour and vitality. The Afri-
can people have continuously won
new victories in the struggle against
impeorialism,  colonialism,  racism,
Zionism and big-power hegemonism.
Through protracted armed struggle
the people of Guinea-Dissau have
finally compelled the new Portuguese
regime o accord de jure recognition
to the Republic of Guinca-Bissau and
to agree to withdraw all the Por-
tuguese colonialist troops within a
specificd period. These are fres
tidings of victory from the African
continent. The Summit Conference
of East and Central African Countries
which closed recently stressed the
need to strengthen the unity of the
countries and peoples in this region,
oppose foreign interveniion,
guard state soverzignty, develop the
relations of co-operation and con-

sale-

solidate economic independence. The
conference also indicated that efforts
will be made to increase and widen
the support and assistance to ihe
national-liberation movements,
urged Portugal to transfer power
without delay to the legitimate repre-
sentatives ol the peoples of the Afr'b
can territories still under its domin:.
tion. This reflects the common aspi-
rafions of the countries and peoples
in cast, centiral and all other parts of
Africa to win and safeguard national
independence, and is a hallmark of
the excellent situation in  Africa.
Although it is certain that imperial-
colonialism, racism and the
superpawers will not take their defeat
lying down and will continue to
engage in sabotage and trouble-
making in diverse forms, the African
people will, so long as they strengthen
their solidarity and persevere in
struggle, overcome a'l difficultics and
win complete indep-ndence and lib-
eration for entire Africa.

and

ism.
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Chairman Mao Mecets Genera! and Frs. Gowon

HAIRMAN Mao Tsetung on the
evening of September 10 met with
General Yakubu Gowon, Ilead of the
Federal Military Government and
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Tarces of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, and Lrs. Gowon and military
governors and government officials
accompanying them on the visit.
Fourteen members of General
Gowon’s entourage were present at
the meeling. hicy were: Brigadior
Musa Usmun. Military Governor ol
the North Eastern State; Brigadier
5.0. Ogbemudia, Military Governor
of the Midwestern State; Dr. Okoi
Arikpo, Commissioner for Exiernal
Affairs; Dr. J.0.J. Okezie. Federal
ommissioner for Agriculture and
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Natural Resources; Dr. A. Adedeiji,
Federal Commissioner  for  Eco-
nomiz Development and Re-

construction; E.O.W. Mafeni, Com-
missioner for Agriculture and General
Manager of the LIid-West Farm: Armi-
bassador J.T.F. Iyalla, Permanent
Secretary of the Ministry of External
Affairs: M.A. Sanusi, Ambassador of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria to
China; H. Ahmadu, Principal Secre-
tary; Brigadier IL.E.O. Adcfope,
Chairman of the National Sports
Commission; A.Z. Mahmud, Director
of the Research Department of the
Ministry of External Affairs: U.S.

Ndayako, Deputy Fermanent Secre-
tary (political) of the Cabinet Office;
E.M. Thama, Chicf of Prolecol: and

Lt. Colonel W.G.
(military).

At the meeting, Chairman Mao
shook hands with all tha distinguich-
ed Nigerian guests and expressed a
warm welcome to them on their visit
to China. Chairman Mao had a cor-
dial and friendly conversation with
General and Mrs. Yakubu Gowon,
BErigadier Musa Usman, Drisadier S.0.
Ozbemudia, Dr. Okoi Avikpo, Ambas-
sador J.T.F. Iyalla and Ambassador
M.A. Sanusi.

Taking part in the meeting and the
conversation were Chinese Vice-
Premier Li Hsien-nien, Vice-Foreign
Minister Wang Iai-jung and Deputy
Departmental Directors ol the Forcign
Ministry Tang Wen-sheng and Chang
Han-chih.

Walbe, A.D.C.
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President Eyadema Concludes
China Visit

General  Gnassingbe  Eyadema,
President of the Republic of Togo,
Madame Eyadema and other Togo-
lese guests accompanying them
wound up their official visit to China
and left Shanghai on September 7 by
special plane for a visit to the
Demsceraiic  People’s Republic  of
Korea.

The Togolese puests were given a
warm send-off at the airport by
Vice-Chairmen of the Shanghai Mu-
nicipal Revolutionmry Committee Ma
Tien-shui and Wang Hsiu-chen as
well as more than 2,000 people of all
circles.

When President Eyadema and his
party left Peking to visit Shanghai
on September 5, Chinese leaders
Teng Hsiao-ping, Chen Hsi-lien, Wu
Teh and Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme were
among the several thousand people
who saw them off at the airport.

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping had
talks with President Eyadema during
the latter’s stay in Peking. The Pres-
ident and other Togolese officials
visited a factory and the places of
historical interest in the capital.

A protocol to the China-Togo
Government Economic and Tech-
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nical Co-operation Agreement was
signed in Peking on September 5.

Korean Rational Day Marked

The 26th anniversary of the
founding ol the Demwocratic People’s
Republic of Korea, which fell en
September 9, was celebrated in
Peking. A reception was given the
day before by Korean Ambassador
to China Hyun Jun Keuk and his
wife.

Among those attending the recep-
tion to mark this glorious festival of
the Korean people were Li Hsien-
nien, Member of the Political Bureau
of the Ceniral Comrniitee of the
Communist Party of China and Vice-
Premijer of the State Ccouncil; Chen
Hsi-lien, Member of the Political
Bureau of the C.P.C. Central Com-
mittee; Chi Peng-fei, Foreign Min-
ister; and leading personnel of de-
partments concerned as well as rep-
resentatives of the China-Korea
Friendship People’s Commune.

Ambassador Hyun Jun Keuk and
Foveign Minister Chi gave toasts at
the reception.

The ambassador said: “The Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Kovea
was founded on September 9, 1948,
inheriting the glorious revolutionary
tradition of the anti-Japanese armed
struggle personally organized and

led by President Kim TI Sung, lh‘
great. leader of the Korean people.
The Republie has followed a glorions
course for 26 years ever since.” He
proposed a toast to the friendship
and unity of the people of China and
Korea,

Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei said:
“It is a great pleasure for us to be

erce with our Korecan comrades-in-
arms to celebrate the 26th anniversary
of the founding of the Democralic
People’s Republic of Korea. We warm-
ly congrawulate the Korean people
on their brilliani victories won in (he
struggle against U.S. imperialist
aggression and interference and for
the independent and peaceful reuni-
fication of their fatherland and ¢
their tremendous achisvements
scored in the zocialist revoluticn and
construction under the wise leader-
chip of thoir great leader President
Kim Il Sung and the Korean Work-
ers’ Party.”

Renmin Ribao carried an editorial
on September 9 extending the
warmest congratulations to the
fraternal Korean people.

The editorvial pointed out fivst of
all that the establishment of the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea opened a new era in Korean
history. Then it reviewed the bril-
liant achievements made by the
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_ lorean people under the leadership

of the Korean Workers’ Party headed
by their great leader Comrade Kim
11 Sung.

The editorial said: The Korean
people are an important force in the
world people’s revolutionary strug-
gle against imperialism. The Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea
has rapidly developed its foreign
relations, especially its unity and co-
operation with the Third World
countries. Its international prestige
ig rising daily and it is playing a
more and more important role in in-
ternational affairs.

It noted: The Government of the

awemocratic - People’s Republic of
_ -orea has always maintained that
foreign intervention should be ruled
out and that the question of national
reunification should be settled by
the Korean people themselves in ac-
cordance with their own will and
inferest. To this end, the D.P.R.K.
Government has waged an unremit-
ting struggle. The proposal for pro-
moting the independent and peace-
ful reunification of the fatherland it
put forth time and again has won
the warm support and backing of the
entire Korean people,

The editorial said: “The Korean
people’s cause of safeguarding na-
lional independence and striving for
independent and peaceful reunifica-
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tion of the country is a just one. No
force on earth can slop this great
onrushing historical current. U.S.
imperialism musl stop its interfer-
ence in the internal alfairs of Korea
and withdraw all its aggressor troops,
their arms and other equipment [rom
south Korea. The question of
Korea’s reunification must be settled
independently by the Korean people
in accordance with their own will.”

It continued: *“The Pak Jung Hi
clique has recently intensified its
criminal acts to sabotage the cause
of Korea’s independent and peaceful
reunification. Under the pretext of
the so-called ‘shooting incident. it
persecutes more heinously south
Korean patriots and {ries to shilt the
blame on to the General Association
of Korean Residents in Japan. It
even shamelessly slanders and pro-
vokes the Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea. Its actions have
aroused still more vehement opposi-
tion from the Korean people and
fully laid bare its ugly features as
betrayers of national intcrests. The
D.P.R.K. Foreign Ministry issued a
statement on September 4 exposing
the vile lies fabricated by the Pak
Jung Hi clique and making clear the
D.P.R.K'’s solemn stand. The Chinese
people firmly support this statement.”

The editorial concluded: China and
Korea are close neighbours linked by
the same mountains and rivers. The
great friendship between the people
of the two couniries is cemented
with blood in the pretracted common
revolutionary struggle against im-
perialism and is based on Marxism-
Leninism and the principles of pro-
letarian internationalism. In scwialist
revolution and socialist construction
hereafter, the Chinese peaple and the
fraternal Korean people will, as
always, support each other, learn
from each other and advance
shoulder to shoulder.

Comrade Wilcox Welcomed

Chang Chun-chiao, Member of the
Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China, gave

a banquet on September 2 to warmly
welecome V.G. Wilcox. General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party of
New Zealand.

Attending the banquet were Keng
Piao, Member of the C.P.C. Central
Committee and Head of the Inter-
national Liaison Department of the
C.P.C. Central Committee: Feng
Hsuan, Member of the C.P.C. Cen-
tral Commiltee and Deputy Head of
the International Liaison Depart-
ment of the C.P.C. Central Com-
mittee; and leading members of de-
partmenis concerned. At the ban-
quet, Comrades Chang Chun-chiao
and Keng Piao had a very cordial
and {riendly conversation with Com-
rade Wilcox.

General Secretary Wilcox arrived
in Peking on August 31 for a friend-
ly visit to China at the invitation of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China. Comrades
Keng Piao and Feng Hsuan were at
the airport to welcome him.

Victory of the People of
Guinea-Bissau Greeted

Premier Chou En-lai sent a mes<
sage on September 4 to Luis Cabral,
President of the Council of State of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, and
Francisco Mendes, Chairman of the
Council of Commissioners of State of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, con=
gratulating the people of Guinca-
Bissau on their great viclory.

The message reads: “On behalf of
the Chinese Government and people,
I wish to extend our warm con-
gratulations to Your Excellencies and,
through you, to the Government and
people of the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau on the occasion of the signing
in Algiers of the agreement between
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and
the Republic of Portugal. The Por-
tuguese Government has had to
declare that it will accord de jure
recognition to the Republic of
Guineca-Bissau and withdraw all its
colenialist troops from Guinea-Bissau

- (Continued on p. 10.)
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At Banquet Welcoming General ecnd Mrs. Gowon

Vice-Premier Li Hsien=nien's Speech

(Excerpts)

We are very glad that His Excellency General
-Yakubu Gowen, Head of the Federal Military Govern-
ment and Commander-in-Chiel of the Armed Forces
.of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, and Mrs. Gowon
‘have come across vast oceans to China for a state visit
at the invitation of the Chinese Government, bringing
to the Ciiinese people the sentiments of friendship of
the Nigerian people. I am entrusted by Premier Chou
In-1ai to be hest at this evening’s banquet. Allow me,
on beha!f of Chairman Mao Tsetung, Acting Chairman
Tung Pi-wu., Premier Chou En-lai and the Chinese
Government and people, to express our warm welcome
to His Execellency General Yakubu Gowon, Mrs. Gowon
and all tixe other distinguished guests from Nigeria.

Nigeria i5 a country in west Africa with a long
history and abundant natural resources. The Nigerian
peeple are o2n industrious and talenied people with a
glorious tradition of combating imperialism and colo-
nialism. In rccent years, under the leadership of His
Excellency General Gowon, the Nigerian Government
has, at home, stood for national reconciliation and
unity, actively developed the economy, defended the
natural resources and economic rights and interests of
the country, gradually indigenized foreign cnterprises,
attached importance to the development of national
culture and education, and achieved continucus suc-
cesses in national construction. Externally, the Nigerian
Government has pursued an anti-imperialist and anti-
colonialist policy of non-alintnment, stood for the equal
say of all countries, big and small, in international af-
fairs, oppesed economic plunder and exploitation by
imperiali'm and hegemonism, actively supported the
national-liberation movements of the peoples in the
non-independent regions in Africa and upheld African
solidarity and unity. The Chinese Government and
people sincorcly rejoice at the achievements of the
Nigerian Covernment and people and wish that you
will continue to win new victories on your road of
advance.

Drastie changes are taking place in the world today. -

Amidst great turbulence, the Third World and the peo-
ples of the world are marching forward with big strides,
while imperialism and colonialism are on the decline.
So long as imperialism and social-imperialism exist,
there will be no tranquillity in the world. and the dan-
ger of war will remain. Imperialism and social-
imperialism are besieged by the people the world over
because their intensified aggression, expansion and
contention for world hegemony have further aroused

8

the condemnation and opposition of the people of all
countries. They are both beset with troubles infernally
and externally and reduced to the plight as described
by the verse “Flowers fall off, do what one may.” The
superpower known as the “dollar empire” is now facing
a profound cricis ol acute inflation coupled with decline
in production. The other superpowcer that flaunts the
banner of socialism has wild amkitions, but it lacks the
strength, is hard up and goes begging everywhere.
Both superpowers are having a tough time. Yel, they
are not reconciled to their defeat and are puiling &
a desperate struggle. While stepping up their arms
expansion and war preparalions and intensifying their
aggressicn and contention for hegemony, they arve tirying
their utmost to raise the prices of industrial goods and
force down the prices of agricultural produce and raw
materials and are selling munitions in a big way to
reap fabulous profits in an attempt to shiil their eco-
nomic and social crises on to the Third World. But
their evil designs and vicious manocuvres can mean
nothing but lifting a rock only to drop it on their own
fect. Having identical interests, the numerous Third
World countries are marching in step and upholding
unity and, with petroleum and other raw materials as
a weapon, arc waging a determined siruggle against
the superpowers’ criminal efforts to praclise economie
plunder and shift off their cconomic crises. The Chinese
Government and people resolutely support this just
struggle of the Third World. We are confident that,
so long ac the Third World countries and peoples unis
with all forces that can be united with and perseve:
in unremitting struggle, they will surely win still
greater  viclorics in  combating imperialism and
hegemonism.

The great and increasingly awakening people of
Africa are advancing triumphantly in the struggle
against imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism. The
struggle of the independent African states to consolidaie
their political independence, win economic liberation
and defend their cconomic resources and maritime
rights is developing in decpth. The armed struggles and
mass movements for national liberation of the people
in the non-independent rvegicns in Africa are surging
forward. The people in the Portuguese colonies in -Af-
rica have been winning one important victory after
another in their fight. The Chinese people sincercly
admire and highly appreciate the achicevements and
victories of the African countries and pecples. The
fraternal African people are close comrades-in-arms of
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the Chinese people. Following Chairman Mao’s teach-
ings, we are determined, as always, to give firm sup-
port to the just struggle of the African people. We
are confident that, so long as the great African people
unite closely, support one another, constantly guard
against and frustrate the disruptive schemes of colonial-
ism, neo-colonialism and the superpowers, they will
surely overcome all difficulties and achieve complete
liberation and prosperity for the entire African
continent.

China and Nigeria are both developing countries
belonging to the Third World. The peoples of our two
countries have always sympathized with and supported
each other in combating imperialism, colonialism,
hegemonism, racism and Zionism, in defending national

independence and in building up their own countries.
Since the establishment of diplomatic relations, friendly
exchanges, trade and economic relations between China
and Nigeria have steadily increased and the mutual
understanding and friendship between our two peoples
have grown day by day. On behalf of the Chinese
Government and people, T would like to take this op-
portunity to express our sincere thanks to the Govern-
ment of Nigeria for its support in the restoration to
China of her legitimate rights in the United Nations.
We believe that the current visit to China by His Excel-
lency the Gencral and Mrs. Gowon will surely make
a pesitive contribution to further strengthening  and
developing the friendship betwcen the Chinese and
Nigerian peoples and the friendly relations and co-
operation between the two countries.

General Gowon's Speech

(Excerpts)

On this memorable occasion of our visit to your
historic country please allow me, Mr. Vice-Premier, on
behalf of myself and my delegation, to express our
profound gratitude to you, and through you to the
Government and people of China, for their kind
invitation,

Permit me at thig stage to express the sincere
wishes of myself, my wife and the entire Nigerian dele-
gation, as well as the wishes of your friends the people
of Nigeria, for the early, speedy and cemplete recovery
of your valiant and highly respected comrade, Premier
Chou En-lai, whose wisdom and statesmanship has con-
tributed so significantly to the history and development
both of China and of the Third World as a whole.

We are highly impressed by the very friendly and
warm welcome which you and the people of Peking
have accorded us. We have already been feeling the
glowing warmth of your reception and are deeply
moved by the friendly sentiments which you have just
expressed about our country and its people.

We all have profound admiration and respect for
the great Chinese leader, Chairman Mao Tsclung. We
have seen, under his able leadership, how the heroic
Chinese people from rough and difficult beginning,
courageously continue to make gigantic progress in
national consiruction, mainly by utilizing their own
economic and social potentials, and have thereby
extended their spheres of influence in international

matters to the greatest advantage of other developing-

nations, all in the interest of world peace. We extend
to His Excellency Chairman Mao Tsetung and to the
entire Chinese people, the warmest greetings and friend-
ship of the people of Nigeria.
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Nigerians have all along follcwed with keen in-
terest the remarkable efforts being made by the Chinese
leaders to improve the standard of living of their peo-
ple. They are also aware that the Chinese pecple, by
responding to the thoughts and teachings of their leader,
have wrought great socio-political wonders in establish-
ing a new crder based on the principles of genuine
equality and fair share for all. I therefore bring you
their best wishes for the continued progress and hap-
piness of your people.

We are happy to note that since the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Nigeria and China in
1971, relations between our two countries have developed
in a steady and satisfactory manner.

Development of relations between our two coeun-
tries has not been limited to economic, technical and
trade matters alone. We have both maintained frequent
and very useful contacts in cultural matters,

We are indeed happy to note that the friendship
between China and Nigeria is developing in the right
direction. As a young nation. Nigeria shall centinue
to need the friendship and experiences of other nations.
We have also, in the past thirteen years of our sover-
eignty, realized the imperative need to guard and defend
our independence, the unity of our people, our national
security, and the right to control our economic resources,
We therefore believe that your own approach to other
naticns for friendchip. based upon the five principles
which you have adopted, will serve the need cf our two
nations and pave the way for greater understanding
among our peoples. It is our fervent hope that our
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visit will not only further strengthen the existing bond
of friendship and co-operation between our two coun-
tries and peoples but also make a very useful con-
tribution to the Afro-Asian people’s search for durable
unily against imperialism, colonialism and hegemonism.

Nigeria as a young developing country whose peo-
ple, like the Chinese people, love peace and stability,
is guided by the cardinal principle of close co-operation
with her nei~hbours and with all countries that bear
goodwill towards her. The Organization of Alrican
Unity remains the first and most important instrument
through which we pursue our foreign relations objec-
tive. We have conlinued to give full and effective sup-
port to this our continental organization. In our en-
deavours in this confext. the elimination of colonialism
and racicm, and the consolidation of political and
economic independence in Africa, have been and will
continue to be, the bedrock of all our policies.

Though geographically far apart, and our different
social sysiems notwithstanding, Nigeria and China hold
identical views on many and varied inlcrnational prob-
lems. Our iwo countries firmly believe in the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nalions and
the establishment of just and durable peace in the
Middle East based on honour and human dignity. We
also firmly support the cause of peace on the Asian
continent based on the principle of non-interference in
the internal affairs of other countries. We abhor colo-
nialism, imperialism, racism and hegemonism as we
detest economic exploitalion and oppression of the weak
nations. Nigeria will co-operate with China and other
peace-loving nations of the world to fiercely combat
ithese inhumane practices.

Nigeria cannot afford to overlook the honourable
part which China has been playing in support of the
struggle for liberation in Africa. China had bestowed
freely and in abundant measure her moral and material
support for the heroic struggle of our African com-
patriots fighting for the rightful ownership and exploita-
tion of their African lands. Here, we recall with deep
feelings of gratitude the prompt action taken by this
great country to accord formal recognition to the newly
independent Republic of Guinea-Bissau which had suc-
cessfully shaken off the shuackles of colonialism. We
thank your governmenti for all this support. We are
fully convineced that, with your continued moral and
malterial support and their strong determination 1o
maintain militant unity to the end, our freedom fighters
will finally triumph in total victory over the colonialists,
racists and imperialists who, for over a century, had
abused our hospitalily, insulted our intelligence and
usurped our home-land.

In the next day or two, we look forward, with
interest, to visit some parts of China and learn more
about the Chinese people and their heritage. In learn-
ing, we shall no doubt be guided by that philosophical
docirine of the great and respected Chinese leader
Chairman Mao Tsetung, which, with Your Excellency’s
permission, I quote:

“There are two different attitudes towards learning
from others. One is the dogmatic attitude of transplant-
ing everything, whether or not it is suited to our con-
ditions. This is no good. The other attitude is to use
our heads and learn those things which suit our condi-
tions, that is, to abserb whatever experience is useful to
us. That is the attitude we should adopt.”

(Continued from p. 7.)

within a specified period. This is the
result of the protracted armed strug-
gle in which the heroic people of
Guinea-Bissau have persevered. It is
also the result of the united struggle
and mutual support of the people in
the other Portuguese colonies in
Africa and the African states as well
as the struggle of the Portuguese
people who have overthrown the
fascist dictatorial rule and insisted
on ending the colonial war. This
great victory of the people of Guinea-
Bissau greatly inspires the people in
southern Africa and other non-
independent regions who are fighting
for national liberation as well as the
countries and peoples of the Third
World who are fighling in unity
against hegemonism. Of course, the
colonialists of all descriptions will
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never step down from the stage of
history of their own accord. But we
are convinced that under the leader-
ship of the Government of the
Republic of Guinea-Bissau, the
heroic people of Guinea-Bissau will
certainly carry forward their glorious
fighting tradition, strengthen unity,
heighten their vigilance, persevere in
struggle and win new and still great-
er victories in their just cause for
the implementation of the agreement
and for complete independence.”

Renmin Ribao carried an editorial
on September 6 hailing the great
victory of the people of Guinea-
Bissau,

The editorial says: “The Guinea-
Bissau people finally won the mo-
mentous victory today in their pro-
tracted and uniiring  struggle for
national independence. This victory

of theirs is a powerful support and
encouragement for the peoples in
southern Africa who are waging
armed struggle against colonia]_ism‘
and racism.”

The editorial continues: “The
victory won by the people of Guinea-
Bissau is a common victory for the
people of the whole of Africa and the
Third World. The Organization of
African Unily and the African coun-
tries have firmly supported the armed
struggle of Guinea-Bissau and the
areas which have not yet won
independence, and given them polit-
ical, economic, military and diplo-
matic support.”

The editorial points out: “The
armed struggle of the peoples in the
Portuguese colonies has brought

(Continued. on P. 29.)
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Mencius — a Trumpeter for Restoring

The Slave System

by Tien Li
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B()RN in what is now known as Shantung Province's

Tsouhsien County, Mencius (c. 390-305 B.C.),
whose family name was Meng and his name Ko, was
a student of a disciple of Tzu Ssu who was Confucius’
grandson. Mencius was a trumpeter for restoring the
slave system and was long revered by the reactionary
ruling classes as the “No. 2 saze.” second only to Con-
fucius, because he had inherited and made coniribu-
tions in devcloping the reactionary theories of the
Confucian school. The so-called “policy of benev-
olence,” which was incisively criticized by Chairman
Mao in On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship, was
a reactionary slogan which Mencius had done his
utmost to advertise in his effort to restore the slave
system. By ecriticizing his reactionary words and
deeds and analysing the class content of his political
line, we can better understand how the overthrown
reactionary classes worked overtime to revive the old
system and how they viciously attacked the new
system. Through such ecriticism and analysis, we can
also gain a deeper understanding of the class struggle
under the dictatorship of the proletariat and see
clearly the counter-revolutionary nature of Lin Piao
and other political swindlers.

“Learn From the Ancient Kings” — the Reactionary
Political Line for Restoring the Slave System

Mencius lived in the Warring States Pervind (475-
221 B.C) when the slave system was being replaced
by the feudal system. The palitical power under the

enslave system in many ducal states at that time col-

-lapsed one after another and was replaced by the
new regimes of the landlord class, As a result. the
political line of the Legalist school became dominant.

The history of class struggle shows that, in the
wake of a major social change, reactionaries repre-
senting the interests of the overthrown classes and
bent on restoring the old order always make their
appearance. In the Spring and Autumn Period (770-
476 B.C), there was Confucius who devoted his life-
time to preaching ‘“restraining oneself and returning
to the rites,” which was his reactionary programme
to restore the slave system. Later, during the Warring

tates Period, there was Mencius who preached
“learning from the ancient kings'” Diametrically
opposed to the mainstream of progress and reform
during this period was the adverse current stirred up
by the slave-owning class which advocated restoration
and retrogression, and its represeniative was Men-
cius. Throughout his life, Mencius who harboured
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wild ambitions went hither and ihither to peddle the
Confucian political line of “learning from the ancient
kings.” He took great pains to fabricate and pub-
licize the so-called “sagacious deeds” of the “ancient
kings” who were chieftains of the slave-owners,
and lauded the long outdated slave system to the skies.

Though feudal political power had been established
in a number of ducal states, the old slave-owning
aristocrats  still exercised considerable influence in
the new regimes. Some of those holding the reins of
government were formerly slave-ewners themselves
and were therefore associaled with the old forces in
one way or another. Taking full advantage of this
situation, Mencius and his followers went to the
various states to preach the “fao (way) of the ancient
kings” to the rulers: in so doing they were resorting
to the counter-revolutionuvy strategy of “eonquering
the minds.” Mencius held that it was necessarv to
correct “‘the sovereign's mind” before “correcting the
people’s minds,” alleging that “once the sovereiun is
rectified, peace and order will prevail throughout the
country.” When Mencius was in the State of Chi (one
of the major ducal states occupying the eastern and
northern parts of the present-day Shantung Provines),
he met the ruling prince on three occasions but did
not take up any specific problems with the prince.
When his disciples asked him why, he said: “I tried
to hit hard at his evil ideas before all else.” In othor
words, his purpose was, first of all, to change the
guiding thought of the feudal rulers before proceed-
ing to change the political lines of the rulers in the
various ducal states and the pature of their poliiical
power,

The so-called policy of benevolence or benevolent
rule so energetically trumpeted by Mencius was the
core of his reactionary political line of “learning from
the ancient kings.” He said: “Without benevolent
rule, the country cannot be well governed.” What.
after all, is the “benevolent rule” advocated by Men-
cius? Tt meant, economically, obstinately clinging to
the stand of restoring the nine squaves (ching tien)
land system® of the slave society of the Yin and Chou
Dynasties; politically, it meant stubbornly restoring the
slave-owning aristocrats’ institution of hereditary official
posts and emolument; and educationally, it meant ob-
durately following the educational system of the slave
society of the Yin and Chou Dynasties and educating the
rulers’ children in the slave-owners’ ideology. In a
nutshell, Mencius was singing the same old tune of his
“ancient master” Confucius, that is, everything the

11



slave-owning chieftains put into practice in ‘the past
constituted the best and most perfect “benevolent rule”
and had to be taken over and restored lock, stock, and
barrel.

As a matter of fact, the “benevolent rule” which
was lauded to the skics by Mencius was nothing but a
fig leaf to cover up the tyrannical rule enforced by
the declining slave-owning class. In class society in
which the class interests of the slave-owners and the
slaves, the landlords and the peasants. the capitalists
and the workers are diametrically opposed, there is no
such thing.as “benevolent rule”-by the oppressor classes
for the oppressed classes. The real aim of Mencius’
reactionary preachings was to oppose and negate the
Legalist line of rule of “law® and create public opinion
for his restorationist manoeuvres. ‘

In advertising “benevolent rule.” Mencius never
forgot fo restore the nine squares land system. This
was clearly indicative of his obduracy in restoring the
“demarcations” of land which had been demclished by
slave uprisings and the new emerging landlord class,
his purpose being to bind the slaves once again to the
land system of the slave society.

While trumpeting “benevolent rule,”” Mencius time
and again dwelt on the question of what he called the
“people,” pretending to “plead for the people.”” Under
the camouflage of the euphemistic slogan ihat “the
people are the most important element in a country;
the gods ol Jand and grain are the nexl; the sovereign
is the lightlest,” he spun a yarn about the so-called
happy life of the “people” al the time of the “ancient
kings.” and virulently vilified the rising landlord class
for carrying out a “policy of maltreating the people.”
Basing themselves on the lies spread by Mencius,
scholavs of the landlord and capitalist classes have long
revercd him as a “champion of the people’s cause” and
a “progressive thinker”™ with “democratic spirit.” On
their part, the Soviel revisionist social-imperialists today
have not stinted to confer on Mencius such laurels as
“democracy” and “humanitarianism.” while [rantically
attacking the movement to eriticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius now under way in China. Bul all this is of no
avail.

In the book Mencius, “people” and “mob” or
“rusties” are strictly defined and are fundamentally
diffevent concepts. Mencius' clamours “for the people”
had one and the same premise — exclusion of the slaves
and non-recognition of their emancipation. He had ex-
treme contempt for the ‘rustics” and spared no
eiforts in propagating that “if there were no superior
men, there would be no one 1o govern the rustics, If
there were no rustics, there would be no one to feed
the superior men.” TFrom this it can be scen that in
Mencius” eyes. “people” did not include the slaves but
referred to the slave-owners who had lost their prop-
erty and power in the course of social changes and to
the’“Iree men” coming [rom the slave society. Mencius
wanted the rising landlord class to renounce the feudal
ownership of land and redistribule the land among the
slave-owners and [ree men. When he said that “the

12

people are the most important element in a country,”
his aim was to raise the political status of these slave-
owners and free men. And when he said that “the
sovereign is the lightest,” his main intention was to
opposc the strengthening of centralized power by the
rising landlord class. Under the dictatorship of the
proletariat, when the overthrown landlord and capitalist
classes attack the proletarian dictatorship, they in-
variably disguise themselves as spokesmen of the
“people” while covering up their real class aims. This
was exactly the same {rick used by Mencius to attack
the landlord class’ political power in his atlempt to
restore the slave system. That the reactionaries at home
and abreoad should lavish praises on Mencius only
proves that they are a bunch of disciples of Confucius
and Mencius inimical to the revolutionary people.

As his maxim for restoration, Mencius had quoted
from the Confucian classic Book of Songs the following
line: “Don’t go against or fora=t the old rules and
regulations but act upon them.” All his trash about
“learning from the ancient kings,” “benevolent rule,”
“restoring the nine squares land system,” “ithe people
are the mest important clement in a country” and so
forth boiled down to one sentence: “Act upon the old
rules and regulations,” or restoring the slave system
and bringing about a big historical relrogression. To
put into practice this reactionary political line of
“learning from the ancient kings,” Mencius fanatically
shuttled between the ducal stales of Chi, Wei, Sung,
Tsou, Teng and IHsuch (Wei and Sung were located in
today's Honan Province, the resl in present-day Shan-
tung Province). Ie rushed to placcs which showed the
slightest ¢ign of a counter-revolutionary restoration and
gave all-out support to the restorationist activities.
Since Chi was a big stale with a large population and
one of his followers was in command of large num-
bers of iroops there, Mencius went to this slate three
times to plot a restoration. When Prince Yen of the
State of Sung once proclaimed practising the “kingly
rule” or “way of right,” Mencius urged him to “dis-
play military might” and “kill all those who deserve
to die.” So for a time the small State ol Sung bccame‘
a centre of the slave-owners plotting {o bring about a
restoration.  But the perverse actions of Prince Yen
came to an ignominious end in the face of the people's
opposition. He {led the stale in panic and died in an
alicn land. At a time when the era of slavery had be-
come a thing ol the past, Mencius' vain attempt at
using the reactionary political line of “learning from
the ancient kings” to restore the slave system eventual-
ly turned cut to be nothing more than a fond dream.
He had done his utmost to advecate the restoration of
the slave system but to no avail; he had journeyed to
many places but achieved nothing; and finally he ended
up in a hopeless plisht. Such was the lot of Mencius!

»

Opposing Chin and the Legalist School —
A Diehard’s Stand Against the Trend of History

When Mencius shuttled between the various ducal
states engaging in unbridled restorationist activities, the
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Tegalist Shang Yang® (c. 390-338 B.C.) was carrying out
bold reforms in the State of Chin. Until the reforms
the State of Chin had been under the sway of the old
slave-owning aristocrats who lived in extravagance and
fought one another in blood-feuds that were rife in
those days, resulting in political chaos, economic back-
wardness and steady loss of territory. The ducal states
on the middle and lower reaches of the Yecilow River
held Chin in contempt and excluded it from attending
their “inter-state conferences.” Bul when it emerged
from Shang Yang’s stringent reforms to become rich
and powerful in more than a decadc’s time, having de-
feated the State of Wei on several occasions, these ducal
states not only let it join their “conferences” but sent
eavoys o pay “homage” at the Chin couri. The case
of the State of Chin spoke vividly for the faet that it
was possible for a backward state to advance by leaps
and bounds and become a developed one provided it
moved with the tide of history and firmly adhered to
the Legalist line. On the contrary, if and when the
reforms were not thoroughgoing and the reactionary
*»Confucian line was not completely renounced, a state
would become weak, lag behind and even retrogress as
was the case with the other ducal states such as Han
and Wei.

The success of Shang Yang's reforms and the sub-
sequent rise of Chin as a powerful state intensified the
bitter hatred of the slave-owning class. In the State of
Chin itself, the slave-owners' forces of restoration
counter-attacked and had Shang Yang dismembered by
tying his limbs on chariots driven in different directions.
Elsewhere, in other ducal states further down the Yel-
low River basin, the slave-owners carried out activities
against Chin and the Legalist school by taking advan-
tage of the fear of the rulers of these ducal states for the
rising State of Chin. As spokesman of the slave-owners’
forces of restoration, Mencius ook this opportunity to
revamp the Confucian school and launch violent attacks
on the Legalist line represented by Shang Yang.

To begin with, Mencius cursed and reviled at the
o cntire political situation under the control of the Legalist
" line. Seeing things in the same light as Confucius had
done (who thought there was an “absence of right prin-
ciples throughout the country”™ in the Spring and Au-
tumn Period), Mencius described the Warring States
Period as a dark age in which “people are misled by
heresy which blocks benevolence and righteousness™ and
in which “men are about to devour cach other,” He
clenched his teeth and spouted abuses everywhere he
went, shouting: “Never before woere people so plagued
by despotic rule as they are now,” He declared that the
“five hegemonic rulers®™ of the Spring and Autumn
Period were “scoundrels™ violating the precepts of the
“Three Kings™ of the Hsia, Shang and Chou Dynasties,
the dukes of the various states in the Warring Statles
Period worse “scoundrels” than the *“five hegemonic
rulers,” the “senior officials” who pushed the Legalist
line worse “scoundrels” than the dukes. In the eyes of
Mencius, society throughout the Spring and Autumn

*See “On Shang Yang” in Feking Review, No. 34, 1974,
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Period and the Warring States Period was deteriorating,
going from bad to worse generation alter generation.
The book Mencius was, from cover to cover, “half
lamentation, hzalf lampoon.” (Marx and Engels, Mani-
festo of the Communist Party.) It was, indeed, com-
pounded ol Mencius’ nostalgic grief for the slave system
and his virulent calumnies on the new sociely in the
Warring States Period.

Mencius was extremely bitter against two main
policies pushed by the Legalists. One was “cpening up
the grassy lands” and “breaking up the paths and
earthen embankments that formed farmland borders”;
the other was “awarding those with military cxploits,”
The former was a policy which encouraged the up-and-
coming landlord class and free men to reclaim waste-
lands, thereby renouncing the system under which Jand
was monopolized by the slave-owners on a hereditary
basis; the latter was aimed at reinforcing the statc ap-
paratus of the landlord class, thereby rejecting the
system of hereditary official posts and emolument by
means of which the slave-owning aristocracy monop-
olized all the military and government powers. By
implementing these two policies — two cardinal policies
which underlay Shang Yang’s reforms — it was possible
to destroy the economic base and political supersiruc-
ture of the slave system and develop the feudal system.
Mencius, however, held that their implementation
amounted to serious crimes that deserved severe punish-
ment. His opposition to these two major policies touched
off two polemics known as the debate “on righteousness
and gains” and the dispute “over right and might.”

Confucius professed that “the least should be said
about gain,” and raved that “the superior man thinks
in terms of rightcousness, the inferior man thinks in
terms of gain.” And Mencius made special efforts to
elaborate on ihis reactionary fallacy. While talking
glibly about “benevolence and righteousness,” he wil-
fully disparaged the various policies of the Legalisis —
policies for changing the relations of production and
promoting the productive forces —and said that they
amounted to the one word “gain.” Alleging that this
“poisoned” man’s mind and was the root of all evils, he
slandered that the Legalists were “tyranis and corrupt
officials,” and “robbers” ‘“seeking gains.” True, the
Legalists openly talked about “gain.” Shang Yang him-
self declared: “Do not observe the rites if it means a
gain to the people.” Chairman Mao has pointed out:
“There is no ‘ism’ in the world that transcends utili-
tarian considerations.” (Talks at the Yenan Forum on
Literature and Art.) In class society, each class secks
to safeguard and uphold its own class interests, and all
political, ethical and philosophical concepts are a reflec-
tion of the interests of a given class. A revolutionary
class, or a progressive class, is in a position to openly
talk about “gain’ because its class interest is at one with
the development of the productive forces and with the
direction of social development. This was the case with
the new emerging landlord class in talking about “gain®
during the Warring States Period. The reactionary and
declining slave-owning class, on the other hand, dared
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not openly talk about “gain” because ils class interest
was completely at variance with the interest of the
masses and the development of the productive forces
and ran counter to the direction of social development.
Instead, it tried to cover up the self-seeking acts of its
own class with some abstract, eternal ethical principles
such as “benevolence and righteousness” propagated by
Mencius who said: “No man of benevolence ever
negleets his parents and other relatives, no man of
righteousness cver places the consideration for the
sovereign next.,” This clearly indicated that all the talk
about “benevolence and righteousness” was meant to
safeguard the interests of the slave-owning class and the
patriarchal ruling order of the slave system as shown in
the saying that “the most valuable thing is to treat
pareats and other relatives.” “This trealing parents
as parvents stuflf,” said Shang Yang, “means that sell-
ishness is the way” and this was the root of all evils.
Shang Yang hit the nail on the head when he exposed
the true implications of “benevolence and righteousness”
of the Confucian school in his foregoing remarks.

The dispute “over right and might” and the debate
“on rightcousness and gain™ were closely interlinked.
The Warring Slates Period, as the term connotes, was
a period full of wars. Chairman Mao has said: “‘War
is the continuation of politiecs by other ... means.
When politics develops to a certain stage beyond which
it cannot proceed by the usual means, war breaks out
to sweep the obstacles from the way.” (On Protracted
War.) Was il possible for the new emerging landlord
class to wipe out the armed forces of the regimes under
the slave system, seize political power and bring about
the unification of the whole country under feudalism
without “strengthening its military power™ and going
to war? Impossible! The Legalists unequivocally
allirmed the need 1o strengthen the military power
and go to war, “To ecliminate war with war,” the
clarion call made by Shang Yang. was a very brilliant
idea indeed. Bul Mencius slandered the Legalist policy
of sirengthening military power and waging feudalistic
wars of annexation necessitated by the drive for unifica-
tion as “the way of might,” “bellicosity” and “blood-
thirstiness.” This only showed that Mencius was against
revolutionary violence and progressive wars, The fact
was ithat he, like Confucius, had becen going [rom place
to place encouraging reactionary armed “‘punitive ex-
peditions,” fanning up the restorationist forces of Lhe
slave-owners to seize back power by armed force and
instigating counter-revolutionary armed intervention
against the regimes of the new emerging landlord class.
He spared no efforts to prettify these “punitive expedi-
tions.” thus showing himself up as a dyed-in-the-wool
hegemonist of the slave-owners who paid lip-service to
the “way of right” but put into practice the “way of
might.”

After making wild attacks on the Legalist line,
Mencius, a diehard who went against the trend of his-
tory, said to the Legalists in a threatening tone: “If you
people keep doing things the way you do and refuse to
change your political line, your government won't be
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able to last for a single day even if you succeed in con-
quering the country.” The development of history, how-
ever, was independent of Mencius' subjective will. The
political power of the rising landlord class did not coi-
lapse immediately; instead, it was further consolidated,
and the State of Chin which was most resolute in carry-
ing out the Legalist line marched in the van of the
times. The counter-revolutionary threats made by
Mencius. like the slave-owning class which was doomed
to extiinction, were mercilessly swept away by the on-
rushing tide of history.

"Man Is Good by Nature” — a Reactionary
Theory of the Declining Siave-Owning Class

During the Spring and Autumn and the Warring
States FPeriods. the slave uprisings and the reform move-
ments of the new emerging landlord class demolished
the slave system and rocked the slave-owning class’
ideological system with the theory of the “mandate of
heaven™ as its core. This breught aboul a marked
development of materialist thinking. To safeguard the
ideclogy of the slave-owners, Mencius worked cul ar
idealist ideological line of “knowing the [human] na-
ture”™ and “knowing the heaven.” This idealist ideo-
logical line proved to be even more reactionary and
more deceplive because it combined the theory of the
“muandate of heaven™ with the theory of “human nature.”
uscd the latter to supplement the former. and preached
the “unity of heaven and human beings.”

The Mencian theory thal “man is good by nature”
was an claboration ol the idealist theory of knowledge
he had inherited {rom Conlucius and Tzu Ssu. Mencius
said that “*there is no man who is not good” and that
“the [eeling of commiseration belongs to all men: so
does the sense of shame, of respect and of right and
wrong.” Mencius, however, also repeatedly siressed
that this “good nature™ “has been discarded by the com-
mon people bul preserved by the superior men” and
that this “good nature” was the source of benevolence,
rightcousness, propriety, wisdom and other ethical con-
cepts cf the slave-owning class. And this was whatg
Mencius really wanted to say: The reactionary slave-
owning class alone had this inborn “good naturc.” Men-
cius held that this “good nature” was most evident in
the case of the “ancient kings” and “wise ministers” of
the slave-owning class who “have a heart that cannot
bear to see the sufferings of cthers™ and who were able
“to run a governmenl that cannot bear to see the suffer-
ings of others,” that is. “a government praclising the
way of right.” DBecause they had “intuitive ability”
“witheul acquiring it by learning” and “intuitive knowl-
edge” “without acguiring it by thinking,” they were
therefore “always the first to know and become aware”
and were born rulers who appeared only once in several
hundred years. From this it can be seen that Mencius'
theory that “man is good by nature” was in every
respect a hotchpotch of the theory of the “mandate of
heaven™ and the theory of “human nature” of the slave-
owning class, a reactionary theory created for opposing
the new emerging landlord class’ line of rule of “law.”
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Chairman Mao has said: “In class society there is only
human nature of a class character; there is no human na-
ture above classes.” (Talks at the Yenan Forum on
Literature and Art.) The concepts of good and evil fall
under the category of moral principles and different
classes have different concepts on this matter. What is
thought to be good by an exploiting class is definitely
evil to an exploited cluss. What was considered as good
by the new emerging landlord class at the time when
it was on the rise was certainly evil to the moribund
and decadent slave-owning class. The reverse was also
true. In order to consolidate its feudal regime, the new
emerging landlord class must of necessity suppress the
resistance by the erstwhile slave-owning aristocrats; this
was “good” and well done from the standpoint of the
Legalists. In carrying out reforms in the State of Chin,
Shang Yang regarded the task of “eliminating the evil
people™ as a matter of first importance. Here, “eliminat-
ing the evil people” meant first of all the suppression of
the slave-owners opposing the feudal system. In Shang
Yang’s opinion. these people should in no way be re-
garded as “good” people and it was necessary to exercise
.dictatorship over them.

Mencius who devoted his whole lifetime to counter-
revolutionary activities used the slave-owning class’
“good nature” as the criterion in judging everything in
society. Anything that conformed to the interests of
the declining slave-owning class was “good” to him and
he would give it his wholehearted support; anything

. not in line with the interests of that class was “evil” and
he would oppose it vigorously. When Tzu Chih, a
minister of the State of Yen (one of the major ducal
states at that time, in what is now northern ITapei Prov-
ince and western Liaoning Province), held the reins of
governmenl and started carrying out feudal reforms,
Mencius regarded it as a desecration of the slave system
which must be severely dealt with. So he rushed
from the State of Lu to the State of Chi, doing his
utmost to persuade the Prince of Chi to send punitive
forces against the State of Yen in order to support the
forces of the dichards and suppress the new rising land-

lord class. At the bidding of Mencius, his [ollower

" Kuang Chang personally led the troops of Chi in an
armed intervention against the State of Yen. Tzu Chih
was captured and most cruelly chopped to pieces. Thus
ended the promising political reforms in the State of
Yen in a blood-bath. This incident thoroughly revealed
the atrocious nature of Mencius' theory that “man is
good by nature.”

According to Mencius’® idealist theory of knowledge,
since man was good by nature, it was necessary to avoid
being influenced by the outside world by working hard
to examine onesclf subjectively if such “good” nature
was to be preserved and developed. Mencius held that
“sincerity” was a spiritual principle laid down by heaven
and the correct way for men o follow was to do their
best to be “sincere.” One must unceasingly “examine
oneself” and {ry hard in quest of the “traces of good-
ness” inherent in one’s mind and make it grow. “Utmost
sincerity™ could make one communicate with “heaven.”
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Once this highest state of mind was reached, a ruler

‘would become a “sage,” a “divinc soul” with “every

principle in my mind” and the ruled would consciously
“subject” themselves to his rule. All this was nothing
but an attempt to prove philosophically the “eternal”
existence of the slave system and that the restoration
of the slave system was “natural and rational.” This
whole set of “self-cultivation” with “sincerity” as its
core preached by Mencius was extremely vicious and
poisonous, so much so that all representatives of the
reactionary classes and revisionist ringleaders inside the
Party such as Chiang Kai-shek, Liu Shao-chi and Lin
Piao treasured it, regarding it as the foundation for
“building up a state” and the “motive force” for their
counter-revolutionary activities. Their aim was to use
“sincerily™ to cover up their feebleness, their barbarous
and cruel reactionary rule, and their criminal plot to
push a revisionist line and restore capitalism,

Mencius was a reactionary thinker in Chinese his-
tory who advocated the restoration of the old order in
a new rising regime. The reactionary doctrines, line
and factics set forth by him have been taken over by
reactionaries throughout the ages in plotting for restora-
tion and retrogression. Under the conditions of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, the toppled landlord and
capitalist classes have also used these reactionary wares
of Mencius in launching attacks on the proletariat. The
spectre of Mencius can be found in Liu Shao-chi’s
sinister book Self-Cultivation and in the Lin Piao anti-
Party clique’s plan for a counter-revolutionary coup
d’etal entitled Outline of Project “571.” But since
Mencius, all other reactionaries in history and
revisionist ringleaders inside the Party went against the
tide of history, they could never escape the fate of being
crushed to pieces by the wheel of history.

(An abridged translation of an article
in “Hongqi,” No. 7, 1974)

'“Learn from the ancient kings.” With the Hsia
Dynasty (21st-16th century B.C.), China entered slave society
which continued through the Shang Dynasty (16th-11th cen-
tury B.C.) to reach its zenith in the Western Chou Dynasty
(11th century-771 B.C.). Proceeding from the reactionary
conception of history which advocated returning to the an-
cients and retrogression, Mencius [urther developed Con-
fucius’ idealist conception of history which held thai the
slave system of the Western Chou Dynasty would for ever
remain unchanged, Mencius described the Hsia, Shang and
Chou Dynasties (known as the “Three Dynasties™”) as repre-
senting the most ideal and prosperous times and King Yu
of the Hsia Dynasty, King Cheng Tang of the Shang Dynasty
and King Wen of the Chou Dynasty (or the “Three Kings")
as peerless sage-kings. By “learning from the ancient
kings,” Mencius meant learning from the Three Kings. His
aim was to overthrow the feudal system which had already
been established and restore the long outdated slave system.

*“The nine squares (ching tien) system” was the land
system by which the slave-owners exploited the slaves in
China’s slave society. At that time all the land in the coun-
try belonged to the son of Heaven (the sovereign) who was
the chieftain of the slave-owners. The land was divided into
big squares each containing nine squares in the shape of
the Chinese character ff (meaning a well) and parceclled
out {o slave-owners of different ranks who forced the slaves

(Continued on p. 22.)
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Strongly Denounce India’s Shameful

Act of Annexing Sildkim

R R AR R H TR

Y adopting a so-called bill on August 29, the

Indian Gevernment cpenly revealed its inlenfion
to annex Sikkim. This flagrant act of colonialist expan-
sion is on a par with the deeds of old-line colonialists.
All justice-minded countries and people have been
shocked and filled with anger by this grave incident.
The Chinese people strongly denounce this despicable
act of the Indian Government.

India has plotted for a long time to annex Sikkim.
Shortly after its independence, the Government of In-
dia sent troops to occupy Sikkim and by force of arms
turned the country into an Indian “protectorate.” It
exercised watertight contrel over Sikkim in the latter’s
infernal and external affairs and in the political and
economic fields. Nor did it stop at this. Last June, by
imposing an Indian-dictated “constitution™ on Sikkim,
India not only deprived Sikkim of ifs right of indepen-
dence and self-determination, but sought to incorporate
the country into Indian “polilical institutions.” Dis-
regarding the resentment and resistance of the Sikki-
mese Chogyal (king) and paying no heed to the strong
opposition of the Sikkimese people, India is now trying
in a hurry to “legalize” its annexation of Sikkim. In
this way, Sikkim will become an “associaie state” of
India ani be completely reduced to the status of an
Indian colony.

Because of a guilty conscience the Indian Govern-
ment has to fabricate a pretext that India has anncxed
Sikkim in response to its “request.” This is ridiculous
and absurd in the extreme. Everybody knows that it is
Indians or India’s agents who control Sikkim’s National
Assembly and wield administrative powers. Therefore,
the so-called Sikkim’s “request” for joining India is
nothing but a scenario written and staged by the
Indian Government itself. This base gimmick is cry-
stal clear even io the Indians. The Hindustan Times
says, “No couniry or people voluntarily choose self-
cffacement,” and “the Indian Government is not going
to be able to persuade the world that Sikkim’s annexa-
tion to India represents the will of the Sikkimese peo-
ple.” An Indian of some note points out that this is
“annexation 300 per cent.” It is absolutely impossible
for the Indian Government to muzzle the world public
and escape condemmation while carrying out colonial-
ist expansion.

India’s expansionist and aggressive ambition is by
no means limited to annexation of this tiny Himalayan
kingdom. Regarding itself as a sub-superpower, it
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dreams of lording it over in South Asia. The Nehrus,
father and daughter, have always acted in this way,
and Indira Gandhi has gone farther. Three years ago,
the Indian Government with the support of Soviet revi-
sionist social-itmperialism dismembered Pakistan by
force. Rceently it bhlasted a nuclear device to make
nuclear blackmail and nuclear menace in the South
Asia region. Al (he same time it plans to set up a so-
called South Asian countries’ group with itself as over-
lord in an attempt to drag other nations into its sphere
of influence. Simultaneous with the anncxation of
Sikkim, some Indian newspapers even frenziedly clam-
oured for amending the Indian constitution in such
way as to enable ncighbouring countries to be “repre-
sented” in the Indian Parliament. This fully shows that
India can do to other neighbouring countries tomorrow
what it has done 1o Sikkim today.

It must be pointed out that this expansionist act of
India’s has been instigaled and supported by Soviet -
revisionist social-imperialism. Scviet revisionism’s prop-
aganda machine has openly acclaimed India’s annexa-
tion of Sikkim, alleging that “the people of Sikkim will
be given a right {o parlicipate in India’s political and
sccial life.” Calling black white in extolling the Indian
expansionist action, Soviet revisionism has not only
cxposed ilself as the protector of the Indian expansion-
ists, but also revealed its ulterior ambition towards
Scuth Asia and the region of the Indian Ocean. Facts
have shown once again that Soviet revisionist social-
imperialism and Iandian expansionism constitute a
serious threat to the independence and sovercignty off
the South Asian countries, and are the main cause of
the unstable siluation in the South Asian subcontinent.

Yet the Indian expansionists and the Soviel revi-
sionist renegade clique. the boss behind them, are blind
men and fools. Turning a blind eye to the historical
current and going against it, they collaborate with each
other in annexing the weak and small, and are pleased
with their own ruses. However, retrogression even-
tually produces the reverse of what its promoters in-
tend. There is no exception to tais rule either in mod-
ern or in ancient times, in China or elsewhere. India’s
azgression and expansion against its neighbours can
only be “lifting a rock only to drop it on one’s own
feet” as a Chinese saying goes and will certainly be
sternly punished by history.

(“Renmin Ribao” Commentator,
Septemter 3)
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Historical Trends Surge On Irresistibly

— On the restoration of China’s legitimate rights in Asian sports
organizations and the expulsion of the Chiang Kai-shek clique

IGHT Asian sports organizations decided at meelings

in Teheran during the 7Tth Asian Games to restore
to the People’s Republic of China its legitimate rights
in these organizations. And so an end was put to the
preposterous situation in which the Chiang Kai-shek
cligue has hitherto illegally usurped China’s seat. This
major viclory, won afler the restoration to the All-China
Sports Federation of its lawful rights in the Asian Games
Federation, represents the {ruit of the common strug-
gle waged by Iran and other friendly Asian countries
and embodies the continued support of Asian sports
circles for the Chinese people. It is a manifestation of
the firm confidence and strength of unily in struggle
P of the Asian peoples and sports circles for independence
and against hegemonic practice of certain people in
international sports organizations.

Outcome of Common Struggle

In their meelings from August 31 to September 7,
the eight Asian bodies—the Asian Weightlifting
Federation, the Asian Badminton Confederation, the
Asian Shooting Confederation, the Asian Fencing Con-
federation, the Asian Cycling Federation, the Asian
Committee of the International Wrestling Federation,
the Asian Gymnastic Confederation and the Asian Track
and Field Coaches Association — had full discussions
on the restoration to the Pcople’s Republic of China of
its rightful scat and the expulsion of the representatives
of the Chiang Kai-shck clique. Delegales from many
friendly couniries, uphclding justice and adhering to
their principled stand. actively supported the restoraiion
of China’s lawful seat in Asian sporis organizations.

%Though certain people {ried to halt these historical

‘trends, they found themselves in a position of impotence
and isolation.

Noteworthy is the fact that to upheld justice. some
of the Asian sports organizations dared to discard some
absurd regulations. At its general mecling, the Asian
Badminton Confederation amended one such stipulation
in its constitution that only members of the Interna-
tional Badminton Federation are cligible for member-
ship of the Asian Badminton Confederation. And up to
date. the Badminton Association of China has been ex-
cluded from the International Badminton Federation.
To follow this unreasonable rule or be firm to change it?
Delegates to the meeting had a heated debate. The
delegate from Palistan was all for abolishing this un-
reasonable rule. He pointed out that the affairs of
Asia should be settled by the Asians, and should not be
restricted by anything unreasonable. His stand had
active support from many delegates. The meeting

September 13, 1974

finally adopted a resolution deleling the above-said
rule from the constitution.

After the above-mentioned decisions were made by
the sports organizations to vestore the legal seat of the
People’s Republic of China and to expel the Chiime Kai-
shek clique, the Chinese representatives were immedi-
ately invited to take part in the proceedings at the meot-
ings. All presenl gave the Chinese representatives a
rousing welcome as they took their seats at the meetings.
Hands were warmly shaken all round, followed by cor-
dial conversation and an exchange of best wishes. To-
gether they expressed a common desire to carry forward
the cause of Asian sports. These scenes of friendship
fully demonstrated the solidarity between the sports
personages of China and other Asian countries. This
friendship is certain to grow in the common struggies
ahead.

Changes in International Sports Organizations

The basic changes in the Asian sporls organizations
are closely linked with the developments in the infer-
national sports organizations. In the past {wo decades,
a handful of reactionary forces thrust the representa-
tives of the Chiang Kai-shck clique into a number of
international sports organizations in an altempt to
realize the plot of creating “two Chinas.” To combat
this plot, the People’'s Republic of China withdrew
frem these organizations. TFor a time, the Chiang Kai-
shek clique illegally usurped China’s seat in 15 inier-
national organizations of single sports. This ludicrous
situation aroused the intense indignation of the Chinese
people and the justice-upholding people the world aver.
Buti the ridiculous situation against the trend of hislory
after all is only transient. Historv reversed will even-
tually be reversed again. Since Chira's legitimate seat
in the United Nations was restored and the Chiang Kai-
shek clique expelled from the world body in 1971, the
people of various Third World countries and [riendly
personages of world sports circles have voiced ever,
strongcrr support for the restoration of China's legiti-
mate seat in international sports organizations. Prumpt—'
ed by these voices of justice, the rowing, fencing,
wrestling and other international organizations of single
sports first adopted resolutions to restore the lawful
seat to China and expel the Chiang Kui-shek cligque.
The leading bodics of weightlifting, canoeing and some
other international sports organizations adopted similar
resolutions not long ago. Gratifying changes conl'orm—-i
ing to historical trends have also taken place in some
other international single sports organizations. A

(Continued on p. 24.)
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Report From Teheran

EHERAN during the Tth Asian Games is a city of
festivity. Myriads of flags and placards adorn
this city with its three million people and a history of
2iif) years. In the main streets, colour posters and em-
bl. ms bearing the words “Ever Onward,” the motto of
the Asian Games, strike the visitor's eye, They can be
sien everywhere on trees and telegraph posts, in shop
windows and on the wind shields of cars. Colourful flags
fiy over many high buildings.

Built for the Asian Games, the Aryamehr Sports
Cintre, which is 14 kilometres northwest of Teheran,
covers an area of 2.5 million square metres. In its
middle is a 30-hectare beautiful artificial lake with lucid
water. The Games Village, four kilometres from the
sports complex, houses the athletes and the working
personnel. The size of the Sports Centre bears witness
10 the great efforts made by the Iranian Government
for the current Asian Games. It speaks as much for
tto Tranian people’s industry and talents.

One is especially impressed in Teheran by the Iranian
people’s {riendship for the athletes of China and other
Asian countries.

The Silk Road Recalled

China’s athletes basked in the warmth of their
friendship. It was shown them on the first day of their
arrival and everywhere they went. Iranian friends,
smiling broadly, would wave and greet them “Ni Hao!”
(Bow are you!) in Persian-accented Chinese which
they had just learnt to speak.

The friendship between the athletes and people of
China and Iran is not of recent origin. When Yuan
Wei-min on the Chinese volleyball team arrived in
Teheran, he recalled an event of last November. It was
an unforgettable moment to him. He and the Chinese
volleyball team were visiting Teheran at the time. The
Council of the Asian Games Federation, animated by
the cfforts made by the jusi-minded friends of the
sports circles of Iran and other Asian countries, took a
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Ever Onward

—Sidelights of the 7th Asian Games

by Our Correspondent Chang Tse-yu

decision in Teheran on November 16 {o apprcve the
Exccutive Committee’s resolution on expelling the
Chiang Kai-shek clique and reccgnizing China’s legit-
imate rights. Iranian friends were clated-by the heéws
as it reached them. In the competition haill, Tranian
spectators waved their handkerchicfs to grect the Chi-
nese team. Hotel and restaurant attendants heartily
clinked glasses with the Chinese volleyball players and
said: “Our wishes have come true!”

The friendship between China and Iran really goes
back to time immemorial. Sherry, a university girl
student, who served as the Iranian guide for the Chi-
nese iable tennis team, spoke for many when she said:
“May the Silk Road opened up by our forefathers last
for ever!”

More than two thousand years ago, a Chinese en-
voy visited Iran, blazing a road of communications to
link the East with the West, which came to be known
historically as the “Silk Road.” Afterwards, the en-
voys and people of the two countries carried out cul-
tural and trade exchanges, which played a great role in
promoting their economic and cultural development.
Many a thing in China found their origin in Iran. For
instance, lion and a few other animals came to China
from Tran in 78 A.D. The word “lion” as pronounced in
Chinese was adapted from the Persian word “sheer.”
In return, China passed on its technique in filature and
others to Iran.

Colonialist and imperialist aggression to a great
extent checked or even terminated China’s contacts
with the people of Iran and many other Asian coun-
trics. With the victorious advance of the Asian peoples’
struggle against colonialism and imperialism, these con-
tacts, now resumed, are developing steadily.

Friendly exchanges between the two countiries and
peoples of China and Iran have increased, espec-
jally since the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries in August 1971. As Shah
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