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... THE WEEK

Message of Greetings on 30th Anniversary of
Romania’s Liberetion

Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu,

General Secretary of the Roma-
nian Communist Party and Presi-
dent of the Socialist Republic of
Romania,

Comrado Manea Manescu,

Prime Minister of the Government
of the Socialist Republic of Roma-
nia,

‘Eucharest

On the festive occasion when the
fraternal Romanian people are ccle-
brating the 30th anniversary of the
liberation of their motherland, we,
on behalf of the Communist Party
of China and the Chinese Govern-
ment and people, wish to extend
warm congratulations to you and,
through you, to the Romanian Com-
munist Party and the Romanian
Government and people.

Thirty years ago, the Romanian

people, who have a glorious tradi-
tion of revolution, staged the heroic
“August 23rd” armed uprising under
the leadership of the Romanian Com-
munist Party, overthrew the rule of
fascism, esfablished the people’s
clitical power and opened a new
hapter in the history of Romania,
thus contributing to the victory of
the anti-fascist war waged by the
people of the world,

Since liberation, and especially in
recent years, the Romanian people,
rallyins closely arcund the Roma-
nian Communist Party headed by
Comrade Ceausescu and working
hard independently and with initia-
tive for the prosperity of their coun-
try, have scored important achieve-
ments in socialist construction. At
present, the Romanian people ave
striving confidently to fulfil the
Five-Year Plan ahead of schedule
and greet the 11th Congress of ihe
Romanian Communist Party with
new achievements. Romania has
firmly stood for the equality of all
countries, big and small, opposad
colonialism, neo-colonialism, impe-
rialism and hegemonism, bravely
defended national independence and
state sovereignty and given support
and assistance to the just struggles
of the oppressed nations and op-
pressed people, thereby winning
widespread sympathy and solidarity
from peoples all over the world, The
Chinese people wholchearfedly re-
joice at the achievements of the
Romanian people and wish you new
and still greater victories.

China and Romania are both de-
veloping socialist countries. In the
struggle against imperialism and
hegemonism and in socialist construc-
tion, we have supported and encour-

aged each other and have forged a
profound revolutionary {riendship
and a rclationship of close co-opera-
tion. Since Comrade Ceausescu's
visit to China in 1971, such friend-
ship and co-operation have further
developed in many respects. Our
friendship is based on the principles
of Marxism-Leninism and proleta-
rian internationalism and can stand
any test. In the future, the Chinese
people will, as always. [irmly support
the revolutionary struggle of the
fraternal Romanian people and con-
tinue to work for the strengthening
of the revolutionary friendship and
militant unity of our two Parties,
two countries and two peoples,

Mao Tsetung,

Chairman of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China

Tung Pi-wu,
Acting Chairman of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China

Chu Teh,

Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People’s Congress
of the People’s Republic of China

Chou En-lai,
Premier of the State Council of the
People’s Republic of China

Peking. August 22, 1974

Romania’s Liberation
Anniversary Celebrated

The Chinese Party and Govern-
ment Declegation left Peking for
Bucharest by special plane on August
21 to take part in the celebra-
tions of the 30th anniversary of
Romania’s liberation. The Ilcader
of the delegation was Li IIsien-nien,
Member of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China and Vice-
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Premier of the State Council; and the
deputy leaders were Keng Piao,
Member of the C.P.C, Central Com-
mittee and Head of the International
Liaison Department of the C.P.C.
Central Committee, and Vice-Foreign
Minister Yu Chan. They were scen
off at the airport by Party and siate
leaders Wang Hung-wen. Teng Hsiao-
ping, Chen Hsi-lien and Wu Teh.

During its stay in Bucharest, the
delegation participated in the 30th

anniversary celebration activities. On
August 25, talks were held in a cor-
dial and friendly atmosphere between
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, General
Secretary of the Romanian Com-~
munist Party and President of the
Socialist Republic of Romania, and
Comrade Li Hsicn-nien. Views were
exchanged on the further develop-
ment of friendly relations befween
the two Partics, two countries and
two pecoples of China and Romania
and on the questions of common in-
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terest. The delegation returned to
Peking on August 26.

Romanian Ambassador Gives a
Reception

In Pcking, Romanian Ambassador
to China Nicolae Gavrilescu and his
wife gave a reception to cclebrate the
occasion.

Chinese Party and state leaders
Teng Hsiao-ping, Wu Teh and Ngapo
Ngawang-Jigme attended the recep-
tion.

Comrade Nicolae Gavrilescu and
Comrade Wu Teh made toasts at the
receplion permeated with a warm
and [riendly atmosphere.

Romanian People’s Achievements
Hailed

In his toast, Ambassador Gavri-
lescu dwelt cn the great significance
of the “August 23rd” armed uprising
in 1944 and the tremcndous achieve-
ments of the Romanian people in
socialist construction over the past
30 years. The Ambassador said: “At
present, Romania is a progressive,
democratic, free and staunch country
standing belore the people of the
world.”

Referring to Romania’s forcign
policy, the Ambassador emphasized:
“In international life and the re-
lations between countries, we have
taken  actions unswervingly  to
establish the principles of respect for
national independence and sover-
eignty, full equality of rights, non-
interference in  others’ internal
alfairs, mutual benefit and refraining
from use or threat of armed force.
The Socialist Republic of Romania
firmly opposes the imperialist policy
of aggression, oppression, threat of
armed force, dictation and inter-
ference in other countries’ internal
affairs.”

Comrade Gavrilescu warmly hailed
the co-operation in many fields and
the fraternal friendship between the
two Partics, two countries and two
peoples of Romania and China.

He said: “Comrade Nicolae
Ceausescu’s friendly official visit to
China at the head of the Romanian
Party and Government Delegation in
1971 and his talks with Chairman
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Mao Tsetung, Premier Chou En-lai
and other Party and government
leaders of China are brilliant events
in the annals of Romanian-Chinese
relations that have enhanced the
friendship and fraternal co-operation
between our two Parties, countries
and peoples.”

“The fact that the Chinese Party
and Government Delegation led by
Vice-Premicr Li Hsien-nien has gone
to Romania to participate in the
celebrations in Bucharest of the
Romanian people’s gicat lestival and
that the Chincse people are joining
us in cclebrating this important
festival [ully testifies to the steady
growth of the co-operation and
friendship belween Romania and
China,” he stressed.

In his toast, Comrade Wu Tech
first of all extended warm greelings
on this great occasion.

He said: “The Romanian pcople,
under the leadership ¢f the Romanian
Communist Party, have traverced a
fighting course in the past thres dec-
ades during which poriod the
Romanian people have waged un-
swerving struggles agninst domestic
and forcign class encmies and won
continuous  victories in buildinzs
secialism and safeguarding the in-
dependence of their motherland, Tha
Chinese people are clated and
inspired by the achicvemonts the
fraternal Romanian pcople  have
won in every sphere and wish them
new and still greater victories in
their future strussle under {he
leadership of the Romanian Com-
munist Party headed by Comrade
Nicolae Ceauseseu.”

Comrade Wu Tch praised the
profourd revelutionary friendship
forged between the two Parties, two
countries and two pceples of China
and Romania through protracted
revelutionary struggle, He said: “On
the occasion of eclcbrating the 30th
anniversary of the liberation of
Romania, we express our sincere
gratitude to the fraternal Romanian
pecple for the support they have
given the Chinese people in  their
revolutionary strusgles in the past
and pledge our resolute suvnort for
the Ilomanian people in their struggle
to safeguard national independence

and state sovereignty and oppose
imperialism, colonialism and neo-
colonizlism and hegemonism. We
are convinced that the fraternal
friendship and  mililant unity
between us are bound to be con-
solidated and devcloped continuously
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism.”

The glorious festival of the
Romanian people vas greeted by
Renmin Ribao in an cdilorial on
August 23,

It was also marked by other
activilies in the Chincse capital. A
reception was jointly given by the
Chinese People’s Association for
Friend:hip With Foreign Countrics
and tha China-Romania TFriendship
A seciation and rallies were organized
by teachers and studenis of Peking
Univerzity and worlers of the Pc‘.:m‘
No. 1 Machine Tools DPlant.

South Viet Nam People’s
Delegation Visits China

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping on
August 21 met the People’s Delega-
tion Frora Scuth Viet Nam led by
Thich Thicn Hao, Mcember of the
Presidium of the Central Committea
of the Scuth Viet MNam National
Trent for Liberation, and cxtended a
varm welcceme to the comrades-in-
arms from south Viet Nam.

The dclemation twhich arrived in
Peking August 16 was honcured with
a banguet the follewing day by tha
Chincze People’s  Asscciation for
Friendship With Torcign Countyiss
Ngapo Ngoawang-Jigme, Vice-Chair-
man of the Standing Cemmitllee of
the National Pcople’'s Congress, and
cthers attended the bangquet.

Vice-President  of the Chinese
People’s Associaticn for Friendship
With Torcign Counlrics Yang Chi
and delegalion lcader Thich Thien
Hao spoke at the banquet which was
filled with a warm atmosphere of
friendship.

Yang Chi spoke highly of the suc-
cesses scored by the heroie south
Victnamese people in the war against
U.S. aggression and {for national
salvaticn and in defending and build-
ing the liberated areas under the
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leadership of the National Front for
Liberation and the Provisional Rev-
olutionary Government.

Yang Chi pointed oul: At present,
the south Vietnamese pcople are
making unremitting eliorts to safe-
guard and implement the Paris
agreement.  However, the Saigen
administration, backed by the U.S.
Government. has violated and sabo-
1aged the agreement time and again.
keeping the situation in south Viet
Nam tense to this day. We firmly
support the correct stand of the
Provisicnal  Revolulionary Govern-
ment of the Republic of South Vict
Nam and the Government ol the
Democeratic Republie of Viet Nam in
strietly carrying out the Paris agrec-
ment. We firmly supporl the reason-
able G-point proposal of the Provi-
sional Revolulionary Government of

e Republic of South Viet Nam on
the seltlement of the internal prob-
lems of secuth Viel Nam. We are
convinced inat the heroic scuth Viet-
namese peopie will certainly be able
to surmount every dilflicully and
obstacle and courageously advance
along the road to victory. The sacred
desire of the Vielnamese people to
reunifly ihe motherland peacefully
will surely come {rue!

Delegalicn leader Thich Thien Hao
said that since the signing of the
Paris agreement. the south Viet-
namese people have been working
hard to heal the wounds of war, build
the liberated areas in an all-round
way. and strictly carry out the Paris
agreement, He denounced U.S. im-

erialism for its barbarous crimes of
nstigating the Saigon administra-
tion, since the day the Paris agree-
ment was signed, to sabotage the
ceaselire and continue to nibble at the
liberated areas.

He said: On the road of revolution-
ary struggle for realizing our lofty
aim, we south Vielnamese people
will still experience many difficulties
and encounter arduous and compli-
caled situations. However, we are
firmly confident that, under the
correct leadership of the South Viet
Nam National Front for Liberation
and the Provisional Revolulionary
Government of the Republic of South
Viet Nam, the sole. authentic repre-
sentative of the south Vielnamese
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pecople, we will surely win complete
victory tegether with our kith and
kin in the north and the Lao and
Cambasdian peoples in united struggle.

The Chinese People’s Associalion
for Friendship With Foreign Coun-
tries and the China-Viet Nam Friend-
ship Asscciation joinlly spensered en
Auvgust 19 a mecting at  which
delegation leader Thich Thien IHuo
delivered a report. Luu Phuoce Luong.
member of the delegaticn and a
hervoie lighter against the U.LS. aggres-
sors, also spoke at the meeting,
attended by over 1,000 people of the
Chinese capital. on his own exploits
in the war against U.S. aggressicn
and for national salvation. The re-
ports by the Vietnamese comrades-
in-arms were greeted with warm
applause,

Distinguished Rwandan
Guests Welcomed

Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping on
August 27 had a {riendly conversation
with Nsckalije Aloys, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Co-operation of
the Republic of Rwanda, and his
party.

Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei
gave a banquet on August 22 to wel-
come the Rwandan guests.

Extending his greetings to the
distinguished visitors, Foreign Minis-
ter Chi spoke highly of the protracted
and unremitting struggle waged by
the people of Rwanda against im-
perialism and colonialism to win and
defend national independence. Hez
praised the Rwandan Government [or
pursuing in international affairs a
policy of p=ace, neutrality and non-
alignment, opposing imperialism and
colonialism and exploitation of poor
countries by the rich, condemning the
acts of aggression perpetraled by the
superpowers in contention with each
other everywhere, and standing for
African unity,

Referring to the excellent situation
in Africa, Foreign Minister Chi Peng-
fei said: “The African countiries and
people, as an important component
part of the Third World, have further
strengthened their unity in their
common struggle against imperialism,
colonialism, racism, Zionism and big-
power _hegemonism and marched

forward conlinuously along the read
of independence and won one.new
victory after ancther. The ballle
resulis which the people of the Por-

dusuese  colonics  have  oblained
through a leng, sustained armed

stiuggle and with the onergetic aid
and support of African countrics have
opened up new perspectives f'or thoeir
cause of national independence.” He
pointed out: The struggle is pro-
tracted and complicatcd. Imperiai-
ism, colenialism and the superpowers
will continue their sabetage and
trouble-making. The people of Por-
tuguese colonies and the African
couniries and pcoples are still con-

fronted with arduous tasks of
struggle. However, so long as the
Alrican  countries and  peoples

strengthen their unily and porsist in
struggle, they will finally win the
complete independence and libera-
tion of the entire African continent.

Dwelling on the current inter-
national situation, Minister Nsekalije
Aloys said that “we in Rwanda think
that peace which is the object of the
United Nations unfortunately can-
not be achieved while colonialism,
racial discrimination, imperialism
and neo-colonialism still exist.”

He went on: In Angola, Mozam-
bique, Guinea-Bissau, South Africa.
Namibia and Rhodesia on the Afri-
can continent, our brothers are
being massacred by impenitent up-
holders of colonialism and racism.

In Asia, the cannon has not ceased
to thunder, he continued. Mean-
while, those who sct themselves up
as the gendarmes of the world can-
not possibly solve the problems of
disarmament, the problems of prices
of raw materials, the problem of in-

flation, the problem of the sea
rizhts.

All countries, big or small, have
the right to independcnce and

progress in peace, he stated,

In conclusion, he spoke in glow-
ing terms of the friendship be-
iwzen the people of INwanda and
China and the relations of friendly
co-operation between the two coun-
{ries.

The distinguished Rwandan guesis
arrived in Peking on August 22.

(Continued on p, 21.)
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U.N. World Population Conference

China’s Views on Major [ssues
OFf World Population

SUERMBSR T P T H BT HTH T T T T R S H R M H BT

THD United Nations World Population Conference
opened o Augist 19 in Bucharest wilh represen-
tatives from over 130 countries and regions taking part.
Tiie opening session was addressed by President Nicolae
Ceausescu of the Socialist Republic of Romania. The
caiference elected Romanian Foreign Minister George
Macovescu, head of the Romanian delegation, president
of the conference and 31 other representatives as vice-
wiesidents. Chairman for the three committees and a
working group were also elected by the confercnce.

The Chinese delegation was led by Hrang Shu-tse
and his deputy Li Ting-chuan. Huang Shu-tse spoke
at the plenary meeting on August 21; Following is the
full text of his speech:

It is a pleasure for the Delegation of the People’s Re-
pitblic of China to be here to attend the World Popu-
lation Conlerence and have discussions and exchange
views with representatives of other countries on ques-
ticos of world population. Allow me, in the name of the
Chincse delegation, to express our heartfclt thanks to
the Government and people of Romania, our host coun-
fry, for the warm hospitality they have accorded us
and to extend our warm congratulations to Gecrge
Macovescu, Head of the Romanian Delegation to the
World Population Conference, on his cleclicn as presi-
dent of the conference.

We are sincerely glad that representiatives cf na-
{ional-liberation movements and organizations have
Leen invited to attend this conference as observers and
W cxpress our warm welcome to them.

The World Population Conference is being held at
a time when the international situation is developing
in & direction more and more favourable to the pcople
o! ihe world and unfavourable to imperinlism, particu-
larly the superpowers, The whole world is advancing
amid great turbulence, The Sixth Special Scssion of
the U.N. General Assembly, a session to study the prob-
lems of raw materials and development, held not long
ago marked a new stage, the stage of deop-going
development, in the struggle of the countries of the
Third World and the people of all countries against
colenialism, imperialism and hegemonism. The World
Popuiation Conference should carry on and develop the
militant spirit of combating imperialism and hegemon-

ism as manifested at the Sixth Special Sessicn of the
U.N. Gencral Assembly. The population problem is
inseparable from political and cconomic problems. The
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order adopied by the U.N.
General Assembly at its special session ealls upon the
World Population Conicrence to make ils contribution
to facilitating the estahlishment of a now internation
economic order. It is our hope that we representative’
from different countries will make joint cfforts to re-
alize this aim. The Chinese delegation is rcady to do
its part towards this end.

The Chinese delegation hereby solemnly declares
that the Royal Government of National Union of Cam-
bedia under the lecadership of Samdech Norodom Siha-
nouk is the sole legal government representing the
Cambodian people. The Lon Nol clique, being a hand-
ful of national scum of Cambodia, long repudiated by
the Cambodian pecple, can in no way represent the
Cambodian peoplz. The presence of the representatives
of the traitorous Ton Nul clique at this conference is
entirely illegal. Moreover, we solemnly state that the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic
of Scuth Viet Nam is the genuine representative of the
south Vietnamese people and is fully entitled to attend
this conference. The World Population Conference
should invite the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
menl of the Republic of South Viet Nam to send its
representatives to attend the conference. It is most
unreasonable that represcntatives of the Saizen author-
ities should unilaterally take part in this conference.

Now, the Chinese delegation would like to sat
forth its views and opinions en some current major
issues regarding the world population.

1. Fundamenta] Asscssment of the Piasent
World Population Situaiion

Over the last few decades, along with the develop-
ment of the political and economie situation in the
world, there has been a fairly rapid population growth
in the world, particularly in the Third World. The
Third World now has a population of nearly 3,060 mil-
lion, which is more than 70 per cent of the world’s

Pelking Review, No. 35



-

population. How to see this fact in a correct light is
the first thing we must be clear about. One superpower
asserts outright that there is a “population explosion”
in Asia, Africa and Latin America and that a *catas-
trophe to mankind” is imminent. The other superpower,
while prelending at some conferences to be against
Malthusianism, makes the propaganda blast that “rapid
popul:ticn growth is a millstone around the neck of
the devecleping couniries.” Singing a duet, the two
superpowers cnergetically try to describe the Third
World's population growth as a great evil. If this fal-
lacy is not refuted, there will be no correct point of
departure in any discussion on the world population.

Of all things in the world, people are the most
precious. Once the people take their destiny into their
own hands, they will be able 1o periorm miracles. Man,
as worizer and as creator and user of tools, is the de-
cisive factor in ilie social productive forces. Man is
in the lirst place a producer and only in the second
place a consumer. Historically, the valiant, industrious
and talented people of Asia, Africa and Latin America
made outstanding contributions to human civilization.

"™ But over a considerable period of time, the colonialists

-

and imperialists subjected the Asian, African and Latin
American couniries to brutal aggression and enslave-
ment, They not enly plundzred enormous social wealth
from Asia, Africa and Latin America, but also engaged
in human traffic and evicted or slaughtered local in-
habitants. Africa alcne has lost as many as 100 million
people in this way. The social productive forces in
Asian, African and Latin American countries were
seriously sapped. The population of some countries
and nations declined drastically, and large tracts of
land were laid waste. After prolonged and heroic
struggles wazed by the people in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, a large number of countries in these regions
have successively won political independence and achiev-
ed marked progress in developing their national econo-
my and culture as compared with the past. Along
with this development the population has grown rather
quickly. This is not at all a bad thing but a very good
thing. In the situation of “great disorder under heav-
en,” in which the broad masses of the people are in-
creasingly awakening, the large population of the
Third World constitutes an important condition for
strengthening the struggle against imperialism and
hegemonism and accelerating social and economic
development. Today, the people of the Third World
have become the main force combating colonialism, im-
perialism and hegomonism and are becoming an in-
creasingly mighty force in safeguarding national in-
dependence and developing the national economy.

It should be pointed out that on its road of advance
the Third World is still confronted with numercus dif-
ficulties to be overcome through persistent strugsgles.
In many couniries that have won political independ-
ence, their economic life-lines are sitill controlled by
colonialism and imperialism, and no fundamental
change has been effected in the old economic structure.
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In particular, owing to intensified oppression and ex-
ploitation by the two superpowers, these countries have
bzen unable to make full use of their vast manpower
resources, and unemployment and poverty still exist
there. But we are confident that the historical trend —
countries want independence, nations wanl liberation
and the people want revolution—is ircesistible,
Whatever twists and turns and difficulties there may
be along their road of advance, final victory belongs
to the people of Asia, Africa and Latin Amcrica and
of the world as a whole. On the basis of an unremii-
ting fight against the aggression, interference, subver-
sion and plunder by imperialism and hegemonism and
persistent defence of political and cconomie independ-
ence, there will arise an Asia, Africa and Lalin Amer-
ica with a big population and a great wealth of pred-
ucts, where life will be abundant and culture will
flourish.

The superpowers raise the false alarm of a “popu-
lation explosion” and paint a depressing picture of
the fuiure of mankind, This reminds us of the notor-
ious Malthus, who, more than 170 years ago, when
the population of the world was less than 1,000 million,
raised a hue and cry about “over-population” and the
impossibility for the growth of production ever to
catch up with that of the population. He drivelled that
even with “the best directed efforts of human industry,”
China could hardly “double the produce ... in any
number of years.” Today, the world population has
more than quadrupled that of Malthus® time, but there
has been much greater increase in the material wealth
of society, thanks to the efforts of the broad masses
of the people in surmounting numerous obstacles. In
the twenty-odd years since her founding, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has increased her products
manyfold. The creative power of the people is bound-
less, and so is man’s ability to exploit and utilize
natural resources. The pessimistic views spread by the
superpowers are utterly groundless and are being prop-
agated with ulterior motives.

2, On the Causes of the Population Problem
And Ways of Solving It

At prosent, there is in many countries a population
problem, which finds its concrete expression in uncm-
ployment, poverty, starvation, a high mortality rate,
etc. The central task of our discussions at this con-
ference should be to ascertain the causes of this prob-
lem znd find ways of solving it.

The condition of the population of a couniry is
determined by its social system and the political and
economic conditions prevailing at home and interna-
tionally. Is it owing to overpopulation that unemploy-
ment and poverty exist in many countiries of the world
today? No, absolutely not. It is mainly due to ag-
gression, plunder and exploitation by the imperialists,
particularly the superpowers. The two superpowers
are the biggest international exploiters and oppressors
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of loday and the chief culprits responsible for unem-
ployment and poverty in the world. The Declaration
on the Istablishment of a New Intcrnational Ecenomic
Orvder adopted by the U.N. General Assembly at its
sixth special session points out that the widening gop
between the developing and the developed countries
is due to the old international economic order which
increasingly aggravates the inequalities, and that alien
domination, forcign occupation, colonialism, racial dis-
crimination. apartheid and nce-colonialism in all its
forms are the greatest obstacles to the full cmancipa-
tion and progress of the developing countries. In our
opinien, the primary way of solvinz the population
problem lies in combating the aggression and plunder
by the imperialists, colonialists and nco-colonialists,
and particularly the superpowers, breaking down the
unequal international economic relations, winning and
safezuarding national independence, and developins the
nativnal cconomy and culture independently and self-
veliantly in the light of cach couniry’s specific condi-
tions and dilfering circumstances and raising the living
stundards of thc pcople.

It is well known that large numbers of relative
surplus population and widespread poverty exist in the
supcrpower countries too. In one superpower country
millions are jobless and tens of millions live in poverty.
And in the other, which flaunts the label of socialism,
the gap between the rich privileged stratum and the
poor working people grows wider and wider, the bu-
reaucrat monopoly capitalists fire workers at will, and
the livelihood of the broad masses of workers is in-
secure, This state of affairs is wholly the result of the
ruthless oppression and exploitation which the super-
powers practise at home,

In recent years, the struggle of the Third World
against imperialism and hegemonism has been surging
forward vigorously, and the struggle of the people in
the developed countries and the superpower countiries
against ruthless oppression and exploitation is on the
upsurge. These two irresistible tides converging toge-
ther are ever more powerfully pounding at and shaking
the foundations of imperialism and hegemonism, thus
paving the way for the eradication of unemployment
and poverty throughout the world.

The {wo superpowers are most afraid that the real
cause of unemployment and poverty should be uncover-
ed and that the broad masses should clearly sce the
correct way of solving this problem. So they have
concocted various fallacies which they loudly and re-
peatedly propagate everywhere.

The claim that “over-population is the reason why
the have-not countries are poor” is a worn-oul tune of
the superpowers. What a mass of figures they have
calculated in order to prove that population is too large,
the food supply too small and natural resources insul-
ficient! But they never calculate the amount of na-
tural resources they have plundered, the social wealth
they have grabbed and the super-profits they have
extorted from Asia, Africa and Latin America. Should
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an account be made of their exploitation, the truth with
regard to the population problem will at once be out.
Their multitude of population statisties will not help
them a bit either. The average population o a square
kilometre is enly 12 in Africa, and 15 in Latin America.
Though population density in the develeping countries
of Asia is a bit kigher, it is nonethecless lower than
that in the developed countrics of Western Lurope.
How can it be said then that the have-not countries
are poor because of over-population? They claim that
poverly can be overcome by reducing the rate of pPoRuU-
lation growth. If so, why ave there still so many jobless
and underfed people in the two cuperpower countries
where the rate of population growth is relatively low
and population density fairly small?

Social-imperialism asserts that “only ecconomic
develecpment with my aid can solve your population
problem.” This is a ruse. Tt goes withoul saying that
cconomic developmenl is necessary for a couniry to
emerge from poverty and solve its population problems.
The point is that what social-imperialism calls
“econemic development™ is nothing but a fraud, as it

is not coupled with the fight against imperialism and @

hegemonism and a change in the unequal international
economic relations. Let us ask: Don’t you talk glibly
of “economic development”? Why do you fly into a
rage al the mention of establishing a new international
cconomic order? Why do you try your utmost to main-
tain the old international cconomic relations and ob-
struct the economic development of the Third World
countries? Don’t you talk glibly of *aid"? Why do
you take advantage of others’ difficullies {o reap fabu-
lous profits, relentlessly press for the repayment of
loans and practise blackmail? In practising neo-
colonialism, you have cutdonc the other superpower.
Your so-called “aid” can only mean intensified control
and plunder of the Third World countries, with the
conscquent aggravation of their unemployment and
poverty.

The allegation that “over-population in the devel-
oping counfries is threalening the security of the
world” is a completely false accusation that reverses
right and wrong. One may ask: Was it over-popula-
tion that led to the wars in Indochina, the Middle Easi
and cother areas or to the armed occupation of Czech-
oslovakia? TIs it owing lo over-population that op-
pressed nations and oppressed people have carried out
just wars for independence and liberation? No, wars
of aggression are launched by the imperialists, par-
ticularly the superpowers. The oppressed nations and
oppressed people are driven by the impervialisis, colo~
nialists and neo-colonialists lo take up arms, resisi ag-
gressicn and fight for liberation. Every day the two
superpowers talk about “detente,” but are actually
creating tension. Every day they talk aboul “disarma-
ment,” but are actually cngaged in arms expansion.
Wherever the {wo hegemonic powers contend, there is
no tranquillity. Their attempt to shift the blame for
menacing world security on to the Third Woild serves
only to further reveal their own sinister motives.
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The deplorable conditions of unemployment and
poverly in old China are universally known. Under
the leadership of Chairman Mao Tsetung and the Chi-
nese Communist Party, the Chinese people, through a
prolonged struggle, overthrew imperialism, feudalism
and bureaucrat-capitalism which weighed on them like
three big mountains, and have since carried on so-
cialist revolution and socialist construction and in a
relatively short time succeeded in eliminating unem-
plovment left over from old China. In the twenty-
odd vyears since the founding of the People’s Republic,
China’s population has increased nearly 60 per cent,
from about 500 million to nearly 800 million. Yet, in
the same period, annual grain output has more than
doubled, rising from 110 million to 250 million tons,
and the output of textiles and other indusirial prod-
ucts has incrcascd manyfold. At present, the area
under cultivation in China is only slightly more than
10 per cent of her total territory. There arc enormous
potentialities untapped since there remain vast arcas
to be reclaimed, and the par hectare yield can siill be
greatly raised. At present the living standards of our
~wpeople are still rather low, yet everyone is ensured of
employment, food and clothing, and the livelihood of
the people is steadily improving. The broad masses of
the Chinese pcople have never displayed such a high
degree of iniliative and creativeness. In building so-
cialism, China’s vast manpower resources arc being
used in a planned and rational way. TFacts of China’s
history have completely exploded the various [allacies
spread by the superpowers with regard to the popula-
tion problem and fully borne out “the truth that rev-
olution plus production can solve thae problem of
feeding the population,” as set forth by Chairman
Mao Tsetung.

3. On the Formulation and Implementation
Of a Population Policy
Our emphasis on combating imperialism and hege-
monism and developing the national economy and cul-
ture as the primary way of solving the population prob-
lem does not imply that in our view a pepulation

ampolicy is of no consequence. Here we would first like

‘to point out that the formulation and implementation
of population policies, the setting of population targets,
the carrying out of census and the publication of statis-
tics are enlirely within the scope of the internal affairs
and sovereignty of each country, which must be decided
by each government in the light of the specific condi-
tions of its own country. Some countries need to lower,
and others to raise, the rate of pcpulation growth to a
proper extent. No uniformity should be imposed since
conditions vary frem country to couniry. Any inter-
national technical co-operation and assistance in pop-
ulation matters must follow the principles of com-
plete voluntcriness of the parlics concerned, sirict
respect for state sovereignty, absence of any strings at-
tached and premotion of the sclf-rcliance of the re-
cipient countries. We are [irmly opposed to the super-
powers intervening by any means in the population
policy of other countrics on the ‘pretext of what they
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call “population explosion™ or “over-population.” We
are firmly opposed to the attempt of some international
organizations to infringe on the sovereignty of reci-
pient countries by conditioning aid on restricting their
population growth rate.

After overthrowing the rule of the imperialists and
their lackeys, we in China have secured the prerequisi-
tes for the planned development of the national cconomy
as well as the planned regulation of the rale of popu-
lation growth. On the basis of energetically deveclop-
ing production and raising the living standards of the
people, China has developed medical and health servi-
ces throughout the cities and couniryside and strength-
ened the work of maternity and child care, thus reduc-
ing mortality on the one hand and regulating the birth
rate through birth planning on the other. Our birth
planning is not merely birth control, as some people
understand it to be, it comprises different measures for
dilferent circumstances. In densely-populated areas,
late marriage and birth conirol are encouraged on the
basis of voluntariness, while aclive lLreatment is given
in cases of sterility. In national minority arecas and
other sparscly-populated arcas, appropriate mecasures
are taken to facilitate population growth, while birth
control advice and help are given to those parents who
have loo many children and desire birth control. Such
a policy of planned populaticn growth is in the interest
of the thorough emancipation of wemen and the proper
bringing up of future gencralions as well as of national
construetion and prosperity. China’s morialily rate
has dropped by a big margin. The birth rate in den-
sely-populated arcas has decrcased in varying degreces.
In the national minority areas, a change has been
brought about in the situaticn prevailing in the past, in
which the population grew at an extremely slow rate
or even dropped sharply owing to brutal persecufion
by the forces of reaction —a change that has resulted
in a fairly rapid increase of the pcpulation there. Of
course, these are but initial achicvements. We have not
yet acquired adequate experience in the work of birth
planning and we must continue our efforts.

China is a developing socialist country belonging
to the Third World. The Chinese people stand [ivmly
together with the Third World countries and all oppress-
ed nations and oppressed people, strengthening unity
with them in waging the common struggle. We firmly
support the people of the Third World countries in their
just struggle to safeguard national independence and
state sovercignly, develop the national cconomy, estab-
lish a new iniernaticnal econcmic order and combat
imperialism, colonialism, racism, Zionism and hegemon-
ism. China firmly supporis the correct position of the
Third World countriecs and other countries that each
country should decide its own population policy in
conformity with the wishes of ils pecple and the specilic
conditions. We arve fully cenfident that the people
of ihe world, persisting in solidavity and persevering
in strugsle, will certainly swwmount all dilficulties, win
new victories step by step and ereate an infinitely bright
future.



The Working Class Rejects the

“Doctrine of the Mean”

by the Theoretical Group of the Peking Trade Union Council
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4 ROM Confucius to Lin Piao, all reactionaries in his-
tory who tried to restore the old order and turn
back the clock invariably advocated the “doctrine of
the mean (chung yung).” Confucius praised the “doc-
trine of the mean” as the “supreme virtue”; Chiang
Kai-shek spoke of it as “the most refined and correct
philosophy of life”; and Lin Piao babbled that the “doc-
trine of the mean . . . is rational.” The revolutionary
people, however, have nothing but contempt for all this
trash. Hadn't Confucius cursed that “the inferior man
opposes the mean”? This shows that the “doctrine of
the mean™ has always been opposed by the revolution-
ary people since antiquity. The working class is the
most thoroughgoing revolutionary class, so it should
thoroughly eriticize this doctrine.

Much had been written and said by Confucius and
his disciples about this doctrine. But they all boil down
to this: Advocating “not leaning to either side,” “no
change” and “no struggle.”

Refuting “Not Leaning to Either Side”

“Chung means not leaning to either side” — this

is an annotation on the “doctrine of the mean” by Chu
Hsi, a reactionary neo-Confucianist of the Southern
Sung Dynasty (1127-1279). Advocating “not leaning to
either side” is an important aspect of the doctrine. Con-
fucius babbled: “The superior man is sociable, but not
partisan” and “neutral and not leaning to either side.”
Lin Piao peddled the same kind of ware. The so-called
“not leaning to either side” ncgates class antagonism
and propagates a supra-class viewpoint.

Lenin pointed out that in class society “no living
person can help taking the side of one class or another.”
(The Heritage We Renounce.) In class society, every
one belongs to a certain class, his words and actions
represent the interests of that class and reflect its wishes
and demands. No one, therefore, can exist above
classes, he either leans to the side of the revolutionary
classes, or falls into the arms of the reactionary classes.
There is no such thing as “not leaning to either side.”

Didn’t Confucius advertise himself as a “superior
man” who was “sociable, but not partisan™ and “neutral
and not leaning to either side”? But this is sheer hum-
bug. Barely three months had clapsed after assuming of-
fice as acting prime minister in the State of Lu during
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the Spring and Autumn Period (770-476 B.C.), Confucius
executed the reformist Shaocheng Mou and exposed his
corpse in public for three days. This was meant as a
stern warning to others like Shaocheng Mou. This suf-
fices to show that Confucius was strongly partisan and
that he leant to the side of the reactionary slave-own-
ing aristocrats, and there was not the slightest trace of
“being neutral”!

Just like Confucius, Lin Piao was also an out-and-g§
out hypocrite. He preached the “doctrine of the mean”
in public, but concocted behind people’s back the Out-
line of Project “571,” a plan for an armed counter-
revolutionary coup d’etat, plotting to assassinate our
great leader Chairman Mao and clamouring for “severe
suppression” of the people’s revolutionary actions. What
Lin Piao meant by “not leaning to either side” was,
in fact, stubbornly taking the stand of the landlord and
capitalist classes. Engels had denounced those oppor-
tunists “who, from the impartiality of their superior
standpoint, preach to the workers a socialism soaring
high above all class antagonism and class struggles.”
He said that “they are the worst enemies of the workers
— wolves in sheep’s clothing.” (Preface to the second
German edition, 1892, of The Condition of the Working
Class in England.) Lin Piao was a wolf from the same
lair.

Slaughter by the reactionaries has failed to intimi-
date the proletariat and other labouring people; instead,
the sanguinary facts only serve to reveal the true na-
ture of the reactionaries’ “not leaning to either side,”
and make things clearer to the proletariat. In a society
where different classes stand opposed to each other, one
should never practise “not leaning to either side.” To
make revolution, one must be firm in his stand, that is,
stand firmly on the side of the proletariat and on the
side of socialism, adhere to the Marxist theory of classes
and class struggle, unite under the Party's leadership
and launch a fierce attack on the exploiting classes and
their ideology!

Refuting “Being Unchangeable”

“Being unchangeable™ is another important aspect
of the ‘“doctrine of the mean.” Confucius’ disciples
raved: “Being unchangeable is called yung” and “Heav-
en changeth not, likewise the Tao changeth not.” Lin
Piao parroted: “Guard against exceeding proper limits
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in antagonism, or unily will be destroyed.” In the last
analysis, all these fallacies preach only one idea — “no
change.”

In class society. philosophy has always served po-
litical struggles. Reactionary ruling classes and their
agents in dilferent dynasties, from Confucius down to
Lin Piao, harboured sinister political designs in preach-
ing the “unchangeable” metaphysical world outlook.
This is because so long as the old superstructure (in-
cluding political power, law, ethics, culture and ideol-
ogy) remains unchanged, they can use it to suppress
and deceive the people, and so long as the old economic
base remains unchanged, they can preserve their own-
ership of the means of production, perpetuate their ex-
ploitation of the labouring people and build their
“paradise” on the corpses of the labouring people.

Before the advent of a big social change, they ad-
vocate making “no change,” prettify the old social sys-
tem and describe it as ‘“eternal” in an attempt to ob-
struct the people from rising in revolution against them.

“AWhen a big social change is taking place, they preach

that things should remain “unchanged” and spread the
fallacy that it is a erime to make revolution and to
rebel in a bid to save the old system from collapse. After
a big social change, they again come up with their
“unchangeableness” and propagate that “the new is not
‘so good as the old” and “‘the present is not so gocd as
the past,” in an attempt to turn back the wheel of his-
tory and restore the rule of the reactionary classes.
Confucius upheld “no change” for the purpose ol restor-
ing the slave system, while Lin Piao peddled it for the
purpose of restoring capilalism. Though they lived 2,000
years apart, both teacher and disciple preached
retrogression.

However, it is impossible to remain ‘“unchanged.”
“The supersession of the old by thc new is a general,
eternal and inviolable law of the umiverse.” (Mao
Tsetung: On Contradiction.) In the wake of the devel-
opment of the productive forces, the old economic base
"and the old superstructure are bound to collapse and
the old class relation is bound to change. Diehards
clinging to the old system will all be swept on to the
garbage heap of history. Such was the fate for Con-
fucius and Lin Piao, and it will be the fate awaiting
all diehards working for restoration and retrogression.

Diametrically opposed to the reactionary ruling
classes and their agents, all revolutionary classes advo-
cate reform and progress and oppose conservatism and
retrogression. To put it in a nutshell, they stand for
change. For only through change can they overthrow
the rule of decadent and declining classes and liberate
themselves politically and economically. The proletariat
is the most revolutionary class in human history; it is
the grave-digger of the old society and creator of the
new. In the old society, the proletariat was at the lowest
rung both politically and economically. ‘“Poverty gives
rise to the desire for change, the desire for action and
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the desire for revolution.” (Mao Tsetung: Introducing
a Co-operative.) To accomplish its historical mission, i.e.,
liberate all mankind and realize the great ideal of com-
munism, the proletariat must “change” things in a big
way, make earth-shaking changes to turn the whole
globe into a communist new world.

Refuting “No Struggle™+~

Still another important content of the “doctrine of
the mean” is its propaganda of “no struggle.” Confucius
chattered: “The superior men vie with nolhing” and
“guard against struggle.” One of his disciples rattled:
“In the application of the rites, harmony is to be
prized.” Lin Piao followed Confucius closely to peddle
the trash: “When two sides fight, they become enemies;
when two sides live in harmony, they become friends.”

Marxism tells us that the unity of opposites in a
contradiction is relative while the struggle of opposites
is absolute and exists universally and in all processes,
“Botween the opposites in a contradiction there is at
once unity and struggle, and it is this that impels things
to move aand change.” (Mao Tsetung: Cn the Correct
Handling of Contradictions Among the Peopie.) Without
contradiction, nothing would exist; without struggle,
there would be no development. This holds true for
nature and for human society as well.

In class society, the labouring people and the reac-
tionary ruling classes are fundamentally opposed to
each other. They are locked in a life-and-death class
struggle. While paying lip-service to “no struggle,”
Confucius and other reactionaries in the past in fact
struggled most ruthlessly against the revolutionary peo-
ple. Didn't Confucius stand firmly for suppressing the
slaves’ uprising? Didn’t he organize an attack against
his disciple Jan Chiu who stood for reform? Their “no
struggle” and “harmony is to be prized” are nothing but
lies. The renegade and traitor Lin Piao preached:
“When two sides fight, they become enemies: when two
sides live in harmony, they become friends™; but that
was only for the purpose of covering up his life-and-
death struggle against the proletariat.

We workers deeply understand that socialism re-
placing capitalism is not a process of “peaceful transi-
tion”; socialism can be realized only through revolu-
tionary struggle. Revolutionary violence is the mid-
wife of a new society. Revolution is the locomotive for
the progress of history. Was there any ruling class in
history which gave up its rule of its own accord? None!
Historical experience tells us that at crucial moments in
the class struggle, “the reaclionary classes themseclves
are usually the first to resort to violence, to civil war;
they are the first to ‘place the bayonet on the agenda.’”
(Lenin: A Contribution to the History of the Question
of the Dictatorship.) In the face of attacks by the class
enemies, the labouring people must take up arms and
fight.
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People’s Communes (1)

Tremendous Force in Transforming Nature

by Our Correspondents Lu Hsuan and Chou Chin

HANTUNG Province has fertile farmland as well as
barren mountains and rampaging waters. Natural
conditions notwithstanding, the barrenness was a resuit
of the wanton plunder of natural resources by the ruling
classes in dilferent dynasties and imperialist agaressors
in the past cenlury who wanted only to enrich them-
selves. As Engels pointed out: “What cared the Spanish
planters in Cuba, who burned down forcsts ca the
slopes of the mountains and obtained from the ashes
sufficient fertilizer for one generation of highly prof-
itable coffez trees — what cared they that the heavy
tropical rainfall afterwards washed away the now un-
protected upper stratum of the soil, leaving behind only
bare rock!”

Public ownership of the means of production has
been put inio effect and the people have becomsa their
own masters since China’s liberation in 1949. An end
was put to the plunder of natural resources. And, in
particular, the founding of the rural people’s com-

munes created favourable conditiens for transforming
nature.

The Foolish Old Man Who Removed
The Moun’ains

“The Foolish Old Man Who Removed the Moun-
tains” is a Chincse fable that tells of an old man in
ancient times known as the Foolish Old Man, Beyond
his docrway stood {wo great peaks, obstructing the
way. Wilh hces in their hands, he and his sons began
digging up the mountains with great dc:.crmination‘
Another greybeard, known as the Wise Old Man,
derided their efforts as impossible. However, the
Feolish Old Man was firm and confident that they could
accomplish it since his scns, grandsons, great grandsons
and future family members would carry on the work.
In his concluding speech at the Seventh National Con-
gress of the Communist Party of China in 1945, Chair-
man Mao quoted this fable to call on the entire Chinese
people to dig up the three big mountains of imperialism,
feudalism and burcaucrat-capitalism which lay like a
dead weight cn the Chinese pecple. Since then, the spirit

In France, during the critical moment when Thiers’
reactionary regime plotted in 1871 to rob the National
Guard of its artillery in Montmartre and arrest the
workers’ leaders, the workers of Paris cither had to
fight to seize political power and cstablish the Paris
Comraune or let themselves be butchered. Weould “no
struggle” help them in any way? In 1917, when Keren-
sky’s provisional government in Russia intensified its
persecution of the Bolsheviks and moved large num-
bers of countor-revolutionary troops from the front to
Petrograd, the only alternative for the Russian work-
ing class was to attack the Winter Palace immediately
and seize viclory, otherwise the enemy would strangle
the Soviet politicul power o death. “No struggle” just
wouldn't work.

¥ In China when Chiang Kai-shek betrayed the revo-
lution in 1927 and launched the “April 12 coup d’etat
to slaughter the Chinese Communists, the revolution-
aries had to stage an armed uprising or wait for death.
“No struggle” would be of no help at all. In 1937 when
the Japanese agsressors invaded our motherland, the
Chinese people had to carry out a war of resistance or
else they would have been enslaved by the aggressors.
So, again, “no struggle” provides no rcmedy at all.
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Without struggle, there will be nothing for the pro-
letariat. Chairman Mao has said: “The philosophy of
the Communist Farty is the philosophy of struggle.”
Only through struggle can we destroy the counter-
revolutionary regime of the capitalist class and only
through struggle can we defend the dictatorship of the®
proletariat. Lin Piao — an agent of the landlerds, rich
peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and
Rightists and a lackey of imperialism, revisionism and
all reaction — plotted to subvert the dictatorship of the
proletariat and turn China into a colony of social-im-
perialism. Without struggle, the landlord and capital-
ist classes would seize power again, the dictatorship of
the proletariat would change its political colour, and the
tragedy and misery of the old scciety would again befall
the Chinese people.

During the entire historical period of socialism,
there are still classes and class struggle. We must up-
hold the Marxist philosophy of struggle and fisht to
the end against imperialism, revisionism and all reac-
tion, against the landlord and capitalist classes, against
opportunism of all descriptions and against old tradi-
tional ideas.
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Members of the Lichiachai Brigade removing rocks in terracing the

land on the hillsides,

of the “Foolish Old Man who removed the mountains”
has become a powerful force in encouraging the Chinese
people to defeat their enemies and overcome dilliculties.

The Lichiachai Brigade of the Tashan Pecple's Com-
mune in Chunan County in southeastern Shantung is
a lypical example of the spirit of the “Foolish Old Man
who remoeved the mountains.”

- Situated among hills, this brigade has two rivers
running threugh it. Big rocks and gullies were a domi-
nant factor in the hills. Beflcre liberation, floods were
common When the mountain torrents came down. The
330-odd hectares of small plots of farmland were
scatlered on the slopes. Output was very low as the
topsoil was enly ten centimoetres thick.

After liberation, the lend relerm was carried out
and land was distributed ameng the poor peasants who
later relied on the strength of their agricultural co-op
to open up hills and fill in gullies to build their farm-
land. By 1957, they had levelled 11 hills and built over
100 hectares of terraced fields. It was in that year that
Chairman Mao, in an introductory note to an investiga-
tien report on the Lichiachai Tashan Agricultural Co-op,
pointed out: “Tramsform China in the spirit of the
Foolish Old Man who removed the mountains. Lichiachai
is a fine example.” The poor and lower-middle peasants
there said with fervour: “Chairman Mao praises us for
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removing mountains. We must redouble ou
efforts in our work.”

Because the essence of a people’s com-
mune is “big and public,” its establishment in
1958 gave Lichiachai’s peasanis more favour-
able conditions for translorming mountains,

The first big project they carried out
alter the Tashan People’s Commune was set
up was to transform the Hsuantzu Hill in the
north. Scattered and small, the poor farm-
land on the slopes had belonged to three dif-
ferent agricultural producers’ co-ops. Since a
to-op’s land consisted of the scattered picces
of land of a small peasant economy, they
were distributed in different places. The
farmland of dilferent co-ops were often inter-
mixed. Under the unificd leadership of the
Party committee of the people’s commune
which was formed later on, the three
brigades’ closely connected farmland was
rearranged according to the principle of
mulual benefit and equality in value so that
the land of each brigade could be a complete
enlily. This was favourable to transforming
nature and licld management. Then the com-
mune organized cadres of the three brigades
to make an overall plan for transforming
this hill. In addition, the manpower of these
brigades was concentrated to wage a “war of
annihilation” in the winter slack season —
amalgamating over 1,000 picces of scatiered
farmland on the slope into more than 100 plots of ter-
raced fields. Water was pumped up the hill to irrigate
the nearly 100 hectares of arid land.

When we were at the commune, we saw a winding
road had been built for tractors going up the hill
It was flanked by stone-embanked channels along which
lecust trees had been planted. Clear water ran slowly
into the terraced fields.

Members of the Tashan People’s Commune have
transformed their hills year by veur. Poor, desolale
mountainous villages have been turned into a [lourish-
ing, new socialist countryside. Average grain oulput of
the commune in 1972 rose to 6.48 tons per hectare as
against 2.93 tons in 1957. Total grain and oil-bearing
crops (peanuts and soya beans) the commune has
delivered and sold to the state come to over 16,000 tons
and 14,000 tons respectively from its founding in 1958
till now.

Dzfeating Drifting Sand

The Huchi Brigade of the Anhsing People’s Com-
mune in Kotse County in southwestern Shantung
borders on the Yellow River to the north. It has 700
hectares of farmland, with a population of 4,500 living
in 915 families. Beforc liberation, the Kuomintang reac-
tionaries and the landlerd class knew only how to ex-
pleit and oppress the people and paid no attention to
harnessing the Yellow River. As a result, there were
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frequent dyke breaches which caused great disaster to
thie people living on both banks. In Autumn 1935, the
sili-laden Yellow River overflowed the banks and the
cusuing flood swallowed up a large group of villages in
the southwestern part of the province. When the flood-
v.aters receded, a topsoil of sand remained on Huchi’s
tivlds, the deepest over three metres. When the winter
und spring winds blew, the sky became dark with the
sand whirling. Deep gullies were left where sand had
Leen blown away, while sand dunes appeared in other
places. At that time, only one crop of beans could be
raised a year during the rainy season. A good harvest
reeant 260 kg. per hectare while a bad one was not even
worth the seeds that had been sown. In addition, the
Kuomintang reactionary government demanded grain
arid recruits for its army while the landlords pressed the
prople for rent and debts. The peasants could scarcely
malke a living. Six hundred families out of the 700 then
in Huchi were forced to go begging. One out of every
ten households sold sons or daughters and 224 persons
died of cold or starvation in nearby places.

Although the Huchi peasants got their land in the
early stage after liberation, they could hardly combat
the sandstorms. They worked hard all year round, but
yields were not enough to cover their consumption
noeds. Trees planted by different families were scatter=
ed. and neither wind nor sand could be checked.

After the agricultural co-ops had been formed;
Party branch secretary Hu Chin-tsan led the poor and
lower-middle peasants to investigate the situation and
proposed a plan to plant irees to counteract the sand.

Co-op members were organized to collect tree seeds
and then cultivated saplings. Afforestation began in
1956. Two months’ hard work by over 200 peasants
resulted in a section of tree belt. A
big sandstorm not long after either
uprooted or buried all the saplings.
The undaunted co-op members pool-
ed their efforts to plant all the
saplings again. Careful cultivation
later yielded green as well as sturdy
tree belts.

The scale of sapling cultivation
and afforestation was enlarged alter
tie founding of the people’s com-
mune. Huchi Brigade has now plant-
ed 24 belis of trecs as well as 178
hectares of fruit frees, including
apple, apricot, pear, persimmon, wal-
nut and date. Not only has the
sand been checked, but more income
has come in.

We could see the good crops as
we passed through the brigade’s tree
belts and vegetable gardens and ar-
rived at the village entrance. All this
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had once been barren land. After the founding of the
people’s commune, the members worked hard during
two winters and two springs to dig up the soil under
the sand and cover the latter, thereby turning sandy
land into fertile fields.

From 1964 till now, the members did this every year
and built water conservancy works too. The soil of
half the brigade’s cultivated land has thus been im-
proved. Grain output in 1973 was double that of 1965,
the year prior to the Great Cultural Revoluticn. The
amount of grain, oil-bearing crops, cotton, timber and
fruit delivered and sold to the state has all increased
in the last few years.

Brigade cadres told us: “During the time of the
co-op, we either paid attention to aflforestation but
neglected soil improvement, or when we improved the
soil we couldn’t spare any efforts taming rivers. A
people’s commune has more manpower and so we can
have overall planning to manage all this.”

Conquering Flood

Yutlai County in the southern part of the provin¢
is now intersected by rivers and a network of channels.
Large tracts of promising paddyfields stretch to the
horizon. Looking at all this, who could imagine that
they were once disaster-ridden areas every nine years
out of ten.

With Weishan Lake to its west, most of the county’s
land lies below the lake’s water level. Altogether 14
rivers run through the county. Neglect ol dredging
before caused the river beds to rise year after year.
Water from 22 neighbouring counties poured into
Weishan Lake through these rivers. When there was a
storm, water flowed from the lake to the rivers and then
on to the land surface to make the whole county a big
sea.

Newly built dam on the Weishan Lake.
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-3 150-kilometre-long dyke and dred-

In summer 1957, 220 mm. of rain
fell in 24 hours and inundated the
whole county. No grain was reaped,
The county’'s 200,000 popuiation
depended entirely on the state for
food. The summer of 1973 saw
the same amount of rainfall. Not
only was there no disaster, but a
bumper harvest was brought in.
Apart from local consumption, the
county turned in and sold to the state
35.000 tons of grain.

The big change must be related
to what liappened in 1958. That year
the state began putting meney into
building large-scale waler conser-
vancy works for harnessing Weishan
Lake, including construction of four
big dams spanning the 10-kilometre-
wide lake to control the water level,

3ing scores of rivers totalling several
hundred kilometres in length., The
establishment of the people’s communes provided fa-
vourable conditions for organizing more manpower and
allocating equipment and materials. More than one
hundred thousand peasants were mobilized to do the
work and thousands of wooden boats were put to use.
Pcople from all walks of life — workers, peasants,
those in commerce, students and P.L.A. men — collabo-
rated in completing this key project.

However, the big Weishan Lake project alone could
not completely change the face of Yutai County.
Through extensive investigation and study, the county’s
Party committee laid out an overall plan for harnessing
the rivers which flowed into the lake and fighting
drought and alkaline. Under the unified leadership of
the county’s Party committee, the people’s communes
and brigades pooled their efforts to launch a mass move-
ment to harness the rivers and improve the soil.

r After several years of hard work, the county’s main
water channels had all been dredged, 101 pumping
stations built or rebuilt, and many large and small
waterways dug. As our car sped along the highway
running through the fields, we were shadowed by the
tall trees on both sides. Part of the irrigation network,
the waterways by the road-sides flowed to the fields.

To build a complete drainage and irrigation system
with channels and waterways, not only were manpower
and material needed, but some farmland had to be used.
This could not be done when there was a small peasant
economy. Nor could it be done by an agricultural
co-op which embraced scores or about a hundred house-
holds. The peasants have to rely on the people’s com-
mune which is both big and public.

The county has divided all its farmland into several
irrigation districts. In the process of the construction of
drainage and irrigation projects, the marginal land be-
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Members of a people’s commune in Yuiai County weeding
in a paddyfield.

Skeiches by Wang Yang

tween different communes, brigades and production
teams was readjusted according lo the principle of
equality in value. After the readjustment. the farm-
land of a production team, the basic accounting unig
of a people’s commune, became one entity. Some-
times, one production team owns only one or two piccas
of farmland, a good thing in terms of mechanization.
If too much land of a production team were used b.--
cause of irrigation projects, it could be compensated by
the land of other production team whose farmland wiis
comparatively less used but benefited by the projects.
Where the question of manpower was concerned, diffe-
rent communes or brigades in one irrigation district
supported each other so that manpower could be con-
centrated. 'When more money was needed in building
pumping staticns, communes and brigades invested
jointly. In this case, comparatively rich communes znil
brigades might lend money to those whose public funds
were not so big for the time being.

As a result of a relatively complete network of water
conservancy projects, Yutai County now can irrigate
all its 30,000 hectares of paddyfields once within 1%
hours. If a storm comes up, all surplus water can
basically be drained out within 24 hours. The staie
invested only 30 per cent of the money needed in build-
ing the projects, the rest came from the collective fund
of different people’s communes.

In the three years 1970 to 1972, the average in-
crease in the county's total grain output was 40 per
cent every year. And total grain output in 1973 was
over 10 per cent more than the previous year.

With the Parly’s leadership, the spirit of the Foolish
Old Man who removed the mountains and the collective
organization of the people’s communes, the 55 million
peasants of Shantung Province have written an unprecs-
dented magnificent chapter in transforming nature.
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Kremlin’s New Tsars Follow in the

Old Tsars’ Footsteps

R L L L L L L LT LD UL L LT ER RN

NCE and again the Soviet revisionists are com-

plaining that they have been completely misrep-
resented as successors to tsarist imperialism. They
obstinately deny that they are carrying on tsarist
Russia’s aggressive and colonialist policies in a way
typical of social-imperialism. An arlicle of Sovetskaya
Russia released by TASS on July 29 repeated the attack
against China for “irying to review history” and
attempting “to picture the U.S.S.R. as a successor o
tsarism and to shift on to it the responsibility for the
policy of the tsarist government.”

Why are the Soviet revisionists scared of delving
into the history of tsarisl Russia? Precisely because
they have taken over the mantle of the old tsars in
carrying out aggression and expansicn. Their fear shows
that it is rather instructive to review the history of
tsarist Russia. For conirasting the realities of Soviet
revisionism with the history of tsarist Russia will fur-
ther expose the expansionist features of Brezhnev & Co.

Expansionist Ambitions

Referring to the expansionist policy of tsarist
Russia, the revolutionary teacher of the proletariat
Marx pointed out: “Its methods, its tacties, its manoeu-
vres may change, but the Polar Star of its policy —
world domination —is a fixed star.” Is there any dif-
ference between the Soviet social-imperialists and the
old tsars in their bid for world domination? No. One
can say they are iweedledum and tweedledee, entirely
at one with each other.

Tsar Nicholas I clamoured that “the monarch of
Russia is the master of all Europe.” Today. Soviet
revisionism regards itself as the patriarch of the “com-
munity (or the big family)” and Eastern Europe as its
spheres of influence and has tried its utmost to extend
into Western Europe. Nikolai Muraviev, a governor
gencral of tsarist Russia, declared that Russia wanted
“to rule over the Asian region ol the East.” Today, the
Soviet revisionists, fondly dreaming of dominating
Asia, are trying all they can to peddle their “collective
security syslem in Asia” Peter the Great vainly
attempted “to conquer Constantinople and India.”
Today, the Soviet revisionists are tightening their con-
trol of India through economic and military “aid” and
have imposed on it a trealy ol “peace, friendship and
co-operalion” with a view to reducing it to a depen-
dency. At the same time, they are persistently pushing
on their sabotage and subversive activilies in South
Asia so as {o strelch into the Indian Ocean. Tsarina
Catherine II tried her best to “gain a firm foothold in
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the Mediterranean Sea.” Today, the Scviet revisionists,
who have sent large numbers of warships to the Medi-
terranean, have the effrontery to declare that the So-
viet Union is a Mediterranean power and the presence
of Soviet warships in the Mediterranean is only nat-
ural.

The Soviet revisionists have not only tried by might
and main to lay their hands on what the old tsars
attempted to grab. In regard to expansionist ambitions,
they have far oulstripped their predecessors. Apart
from atiempts to control the Middle East, the Brezhnev
clique sets its mind on gaining a foothold in Africam
Latin Amcrica and Oceania. Apart from expansion of
the land, it seeks “unlimited control on the seas.” It is
locked in a fierce global scramble with U.S. imperialism
for gaining control over the whole world. Hence in-
tranquillity in the world.

i Same Metheods

Scviet social-imperialism has not only inherited the
expansionist ambitions of the old tsars but has taken
over their methods of expansion as well.

Engels said: “Thkere was no land-grab, no outrage,
no repression on the part of tsarism which was not
carried out under the pretext of enlightenment, of
liberalism, of the liberation of nations.” Under the pre-
text of “defending and consolidating the fruits of so-
cialism,” Soviet revisionism has forcibly pushed through
a so-called “theory of limited sovercignty” in its rela-
tions with the “communily” members and trampled
underfoot their severeign rights, not stopping at armed,
occupation. Flying the flag of “supporting the national-
liberation movements,” it has made inroads into some
countries through economic and military “aid” and
tried to turn them into dependencies. Although the
pretexts put up by the old and new tsars may vary
slightly, they are no diffcrent when it comes to aggres-
sion.

In their encroachments abroad, the old tsars had
a stock pretext: a certain arca was “of political and
economic interest” to Russia which, therefore, “cannot
remain indilferent to the destiny of the area,” Today,
in carrying out external cxpansion, the Soviet social-
imperialists are again putting forward the “interests
theory.” When they instigated India to dismember
Pakistan, they openly declared that this maftter “in-
volved the interests of the security of the Soviet Union”
which, therefore, “cannot remain indifferent.” With
regard to the recent tension in Cyprus, the Soviet revi-
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sionists alleged that “the Mediterranean is a place ad-
joining to the southern part of the Soviet Union” which,
therelore, “cannot close ils eyes to the developments in
Cyprus.” They even went to the length of saying that
the “interests of sccurily” of the Soviet Uniocn require
its armymen to “go abroad” and “serve in any places
necessary.”

Tsarist Russia offen deseribed its armed aggression
as being carried out “on invilation.” Lenin peinted out
that the ruling clique in tsarist Russia “has long been
intriguing both in Galicia and Avmenia. ete.. spending
millions on bribing the ‘Moscow-philes,’ stopping at no
crime to achieve the lofty aim of ‘uniting” ” Such was
the case with many areas which, upon the “application”
of the “Moscow-philes,” were annexed by {sarist Russian
troops “on invitation.” During the armed invasion and
occupation of Czecheslovakia in 1968, the Soviet revi-
sionisls played the same trick of old tsars, concocting an
“invitation” [rom a so-called Czechoslovak “party and
state activist.”

Ancther important method of tsarist Russia in
“Marrying out aggression was 1o send spies abroad and
recruit agenis {o engincer subversive and sabotage
activities. Marx and Engels pointed out in their time
that Russia had recruited a large number of highly-
paid agents, that Russian diplomatic organs always had
agents of various kinds at their disposal and that the
history of the Balkan Peninsula in the last hundred
years provided sulficient examples 1o show what the

official cireles in Russia could do to remove with poison,
daggers, eic. those in their way. The Soviet revision-
ists outdo the old tsars in this regard. Press reports
say Soviet spying aclivities have spread to some 90
countries and half of the Soviet revisionist diplomats
abroad are engaged in espionage aclivities. The Soviet
revisionists have also “bought over traitors whom they
put in use.” Well known {foo are their despicable acls
of plotting coup d'etats and carrying out subversion in
cther countries through spics and agents.

Too numerous to be counted are cases of the Soviet
revisionists taking over the old {sars’ tactics in carry-
ing oul aggression and expansion. Following in the old
tsars’ footsteps in fulfilling their hegemonic ambitions
of aggression and expansion, the new tsars are the very
images of the old tsars and are their worthy successors.
This is only natural, for the Soviet revisionist renegade
clique has restored capitalism and pushed social-
imperialism,

Time is marching on and the people are awakening,
The Romanov dynasty did not escape destruction after
a 300-year rule. In less than 20 years, the Khrushchov- '
Brezhnev dynasly, ridden with crises, has got into
trouble everywhere. As the saying goes, “Iflowers [fall
off, do what one may.” The new tsars, who follow in
the old tsars’ footsteps of aggression and expansion,
will collapse faster and even more ignominiously than
their predecessors.

(A commentary by Hsinhua Correspondent)

Sea Law Conference Enters Final Stage
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HE Third U.N. Conference on the Law of ihe Sea in
Caracas is coming to a close. During the past month,
discussions on subslantial questions related {o a new law
[ the sea were held in the conferences’ three main com-
mittees. Most of the committec meetings were infor-
mal, at which negotiations and consultations were con-
ducted on every draft article of the proposed new sea
convention.

These commiftec meetings were known {o be
riddled with sharp and complex struggles. But general-
ly speaking, they procecded in a way favourable to the
Third World countries’ struggle to defend state sov-
ercignty and maritime resources, constituling a con-
centrated fierce blow to maritime hegemonism rep-
resented by the two superpowers, the Soviet Union
and the United States. At the meetings, representa-
tives from Third World countries put forward con-
structive ideas or proposals on the question of a new
law of the sea, which enjoy growing support from the
Third World countries and some of the Second World
countries. On the other hand, the two SUpPErpowers,
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notably the Soviet Union, came out openly against the
Third World countries and erected various barriers to
prevent the progress of the mectings. In so doing, they
only laid bare their hideous imperialist and hegemonie
features and landed themselves in a position of great
passivity and isolation.

Many Countries Support Group of 77 Proposal

At present, the First Committee is continuing the
discussion on the exploitation of seabed resources
beyond national jurisdiction, and the international
authority and administration of such exploitation. On
this issue, the group of 77 has put forward a pro-
posal on the basic conditions for the exploitation of'
deep seabed resources. This proposal which protects’
the interests of the developing countries is another
demonstration of the sirength of the Third World
countries in their joint fight against hegemonism.

Under this proposal, all rights to deep seabed and
its resources are vested in an international authority
on behalf of mankind as a whole. This international
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authority is entitled to exploit the rescurces there di- |

recily, or through contracts, joint ventures and olher
forms of association it bhas entered into, with the
aulicrity excrcising the ccmplete and effective con-
trol at all times. Some of the provisions in the pro-
posal are intended to ensure special attention to the
intorests of the developing couniries and to prevent
exclusive possession of deep scabed resources and their
arbitrary exploitniion by any country in whatever
form. This proposal has up to now won the support
of 103 couniries including China, Albania, Romania,
Norway and Swedan. The Chinese representative
stated that the proposal demonsirates the unity of the
developing countries and is a coniributicn o the con-
fecencea.

In confrast. under the proposal put forward by the
U.S. rerresentative which secks to grant the monojolies
the privilege of exclusive exploitaiion of seabed re-
sources, the international authority is, as a matier of
fact, denied the right to directly exploit and execrcise
complete control over deep seabed resources. Mean-
while, the proposal puts undue emphasis on the
issuance of “license” to other parties to exploit the
resources, ensures in every way the possibility for in-
dividual “country or firm,” ‘““any person natural or

juridical” 1o take part in the exploitation and to enjoy .

“investment security,” and vests control over exploita-
tion activities in the firm or country undertaking the
exploitation. Eight West European countries and
Japan submitied proposals basically similar to that of
the United States.

Conference sources revealed that at certain in<
formal meetings the representative of Soviet revisionism
took a very critical attitude towards the proposal
submilted by the group of 77 and tried to find fault
with it. He even expressed downrizht “regret” that the
proposal gives no right to individual country to take
puart in the exploitation. All this once again exposed
ihe obduracy of Soviet revisionism in maintaining a
position oppaosite to the vast number of Third World
countiries. Although the Soviet represeniative cared
not give public support to the U.S. proposal, he sang
loud praises of a similar proposal advanced by the
eizht West European countries, saying that it could
provide “a basis for discussion.”

In the course of discussions, representatives from
many developing countries successively expressed op-
position to the U.S. proposal and its like. The repre-
senlalive of Jamaica openly criticized the U.S. pro-
posal as an out-and-out “merchant’s statement.” The
renresenfative of Ghana said that the developing coun-
tries seek in their proposal to ensure absclute control
of all phases of exploration and exploitation of scabed
resources through the said international authority,
whereas the other three propssals seek to limit this
confrol by the international authority. The Peruvian
represenlative also expressed dissatizlaction with the
U.S. and other similar propesals. He suggested that
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each of the prepesals submitled to the committee
should be put to a sepavate vote when necessary,
a suggastion which upsets the two superpowers.

In the meantime, marine scicentific research, pro-
tection of marine envirgnment and prevention of
marine poliution and other related questions were
discussed in the Third Commitize. After dealing with
the questions of territerial waters, the economic zone
and straits, the Seccond Committee held discussions on
continental shelf, “the preferential rights in fishing,”
the high sea, the right of land-locked states, the
archipelago principle, the insuvlar regime and other
questions, The discussions in this committee provided
a fresh proof that the struggle of the Third World in
defence of the maritime right over 200 miles is an ir-
resistible werldwide movement. Today. more than
100 countries back the proposed 200-mile economic
zone. Nevertheless, the two superpowers continue to
try, by hook or by crock, to deny the coastal states the
exclusive right over an eccnomic zone of 200 miles.
Moreover, they insist that “all vessels” including
warships are entitled to “free passage” through straits
that are within the territorial waters of other counf™
tries. Their hegemonic approach has aroused wide-
spread strong dissatisfaction from the Third World
countries.

Soviet Revisionism’s Preposterous Demand

The General Committee and the Drafting Com-
mittee held meetings to discuss the content of the
documents to be released by the conference at its con-
clusion and the forms they are to take, the date and
place for the next session, ard further drafting work
on articles for a new law of the sea convention. At
these meetings, persistent maritime hegemonism by
the two superpcwers, Soviet revisionism in particular,
and their efforts to obstruct the conference from
achieving positive results continued to be rebuked by
Third World countries. At the August 20 General Com-
mittee meeting, the Soviet revisionists’ representative
proposed that the words “12 miles” be inserted in
parentheses after every use of the term *200 miles
In retort, Peruvian Representative Allonso Arias
Schreiber pointed out that this suggestion exposed
Soviet opposition to the 200-mile economic zone sought
by the developing coastal countries. The current Soviet
proposal on the 200-mile economic zone, he said, is
aimed at making the concept meaningless. Throughout
this conference, he added, the Soviet Unicn has acled
as a ‘“Trojan horse.” At the Drafting Commitiee
meeting on August 22, Head of the Ecuadorian Delega-
tion Luis Valencia Rodriquez said: “The main obstacle
that has impeded the recognition of the rights of the
peoples of the Third World has been the stubbornness
of the supecrpowers which have persisted in maintain-
ing their privilegses and the practice of sacking the
riches of the seas next to other states.”

(Hsinhua News Dispatch, August 23)
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Nepa

Fepal's forested 1and has iancreasnd
to 4430 acres in the 18973-74 fiscal
year ending July 15, according to a
recont dispateh from Nepal's National
News Ageoney. This is the result of
the vigercus efiorts to push affores-
tation werk throushout that country.

Tree nurserics set vn in 14 disir
supplicd something lice 3.1

piinzs for plantation in

arts of Nepal.

To pravent forost fires, a 48-mile
iire line was drawn during the
same {iscal year. In Terai, south Ne-

“7wal, a 112-mile forest belt has been
crected in 12 forest arcas.

icls
millicn
various

Pakistan

Pottery and vessels of the neclithic
period have been discovered at Sarai
Khola and Jhang in the Taxila Valley,
20 miles from Rawalpindi. according
to press reports {rom Pakistan. The
earthenwares were mostly red-bur-
nished. Scme unearthed vessels have
marks of siraw-brush on the surface.
The discovery of these artifacts is of
importznce to understanding the
character of prehisteric culiure.

Tazzonia

Tanzania’s Zanzibar has reapad a
good harvest of upland rice this year.
In spite of a dry spcll, insect pests

A=nd waterlogging soen afier the rice
Jwas sown, the Upenja State Farm has
done well by taking cffeciive meas-
ures. More than 709,680 pounds of
rice have been slered in the granaries.

The island’s eogricultural officials
said that Cheju and Kisimamchanga,
well-known  rice-producing  areas,
also obtained a good harvest from
about 3,000 acres, with cutput higher
than that of the last two years.
Zambia

The Zambian Covernment attaches
importance to the dovelopment of
sports,  Since indopendence, it has
built stadiums in big cities. Sports
events are increasing. Various kinds
of amateur sports associations have
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been formed, and the country’s
sports level is going up.

Zombia held its Fivst Sports Festi-
val recently in Lusaka and Kilwe of
Copporbelt  Province. Qpened  on
June 28 with more than 1.000 sports-
men participating, the festival incud-
ed football, hockey, budminten, golf,
track and field and volleyball,
Somalia

Somalia has completed the First
phase of its sand dune stabilization
project.

The 800-hectare sand dunes in Sha-
lambod, about 109 Lilometres south
of Megadichu, have posad a threat lo
nearby tewns, villoess, roads and
farmlands. In the spirit of self-
rcliance, the Somali Supreme Revolu-
tionary Council in July last year is-
sued a call to subdue (l:e sand dunes,
which won warm response [rom the
people. Now with 300 hectares of
the sand dunes put under shrubs,
cacti and tropical planis of industrial
value, the driiting sand is brought
under conirol to seme extent.

To transform sandy land and de-
velop foresiry, the Somali people also
plantad {rees in other places. Pre-
liminary statistics show that about
6,000 hectares of land in the Hargeisa
and Berbera areas in northern Soma-
lia are now planted with trees.

Moroceo

Construction of a sugar refinery,
the ninth since Morocco's independ-
ence, is undar way in the sugar-cane
producing province of Kenitra, When
the refinery is completed, 75 per cent,
instead of the presant 51, of the coun-
try’s nceds for sugar will be met.

With no sugar indusiry of its own
in the past, Morocco spent vast sums
of foreign exchange for sugnr imports.
The DMorcezan people decidzd  to
change this siluation and began culti-
vating sugar-beets in 1933 in various
regions. Mszanwhile, sugar refinerics
were built by the state one after an-
other in the main sugar-bect produc-
ing regions.

Afler ten years the effort has
borne {fruit. The country producad
220,000 tons of sugar this ycar.

Latin America

The First Latin American Histo-
rians Meeting attended by about 150

people took place in Mexico City from
July 15 to 19.

Llany histovians strossed that Latin
Amncrica has been dependent on the
big powers for long. noi only in eco-

smic matters bul in the work of
studying its own history, An end must
be pui io such a state of aifairs. they
said. TFuiure writings and publica-
tions on histoiy. they pointed out,
should link closely with Latin Ameor-
ican realiiy and help promoie the
patiiotic fcelings and national con-
sciousness of the Latin American peo-
ple. They called on Lalin American
historians to analyse the continent’s
actual conditions and see that the
teaching of history in schonls at all
levels accords with reality.

They preposed seiiing up institue~

tions to bring maore regular and
systematlic contacts among Latin

American historians so that they can
exchange experiences in their studies,
seck solutions to some problems
through joint efforts and do a great
deal of collective work that is useful
to the study of Latin American
history.

Ecuador

Imperialist exploitation and dom-
ination over the years has reduced
Ecuador’s medical services and hy-
giene to a poor state. Contasicus
diseases were frequent in all parts of
the couniry. In recent years the
government has taken measures,
such as increasing expenditures, to
promote the medical services. A
number of hospitals, public health
centres and clinics have been set up
and medical equipment augmented
throughout the country. Smallpox
has been eliminated in the main
through hard efforts. A nationwide
campaign was launched last May by
the Ministry of Public Health to give
injections to all children under five
to prevent measles. Efforts are being
made to combat infection of tuber-
culosis, leprosy and ycllow fever.

Reports say that a programme has
been dralted to iriprove step by siep
hysienic conditiens in the country-
side. Training courses for rural med-
ical workers have been started and
hundreds of medical workers sent to
the rural areas and remote regions to
develop medical services.
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