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THE WEEK

Greeting 35th Anniversary of Founding of
Communist Party of Burma

HE Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China on
August 15 sent a message to the Cen-
tral Commiitec of the Communist
Parly of Burma, greeting the 35th
anniversary of the founding of the
Communist Party of Burma. The
message reads:
The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Burma

Dear Comrades,
On the occasion of the 35th anni-

=, versary of the founding of the Com-

munisl Party of Burma. the Central
Commiitec of the Communist Party
of China. on behall of the Communist
Party of China and the Chinese peo-
ple, extends warm and fraternal
greetings to the Communist Party of
Burma and the Burmese people.

Holding aloft the great banner of
Marxism-Leninism, the Communist
Party of Burma has resolutely op-
posed imperialism, revisionism and
reaction, persevered in most arduous
revolutionary armed struggle and

achieved important victories over the
past 20 years and more. We feel
clated and inspired by this.

The present international situation
is excellent. The two superpowers,
the United States and the Soviet
Union, are beset with difficuliies both
at home and abroad, and find the
going tougher and tougher, Amid
great turbulence in the world, the
people are marching forward in big
sirides. Countries want indepen-
dence, nations want liberation, and
the people want revolution — this
has bececome the irresistible trend of
history. We are convinced that unit-
ing closely all the comrades in the
Party, relying on the broad masses
of people of various nationalities,
uniting with all those forces that can
be united with, adhering to the cor-
rect line and policy and persevering
in struggle. the Communist Party of
Burma will surely surmount the va-
rious difficulties on the road of ad-
vance and win victories in the revo-
lutionary war.

Chinese Sports Delegation
Goes to Teheran

The Sports Delegation of the Peo-
the
Seventh Asian Games left Peking
for Teheran, capital of Iran, by
special plane on the morning of
August 20.

Party and state leaders Teng Hsiao-
ping, Hua Kuo-feng and Ni Chih-fu
gave the delegation a warm send-
off at the airport.

Party and state leaders Wang Hung-
wen, Chang Chun-chiao, Chiang
Ching. Yao Wen-yuan, Li Hsien-nien,
Teng Hsiao-ping. Chen Hsi-licn, Chi
Teng-kuei, Hua Kuo-feng, Wu Teh
and Ni Chih-fu had received all mem-
bers of the delegation before its
departure and watched exhibitions of
five events. During the interval, they
had cordial conversations with Tseng
Po-hsiung and Huang Wu-hsiung,
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sporismen of Taiwan Province resid-
ing respectively in Japan and the
United States.

Aboard the spceial plane were head
ol the delegation Chao Cheng-hung,
deputy heads Yin Hsi-nan, Ni Chih-
chin, Hsu Yin-sheng and Hsieh Li-fu,
and leaders, coaches, sportsmen and
sportswomen of the basketball. vol-
leyball, table fennis, badminton and
fencing teams and some members of
the football and athletic teams.

Deputy head and secretary-general
of the delegation Huang Chung. dep-
uty head Li Shih-hua and the lead-
ers. coaches, sportsmen and sports-
women of the tennis, swimming,
diving, water-polo, gymnastics, shoot-
ing., weighilifting, wrestling and
cycling leams and some members of
the faotball and athletic teams had

- left Peking for Teheran on August

16.

Following the teachings of Chuir-
man Mao, the Communist Party of
China always considers the sympathy
and support for the revolutionary
struggle of the peeple of all countrics
as its bounden proletsrian interna-
tionalist duty.

The Communis{ Party of China and
the Communist Party of Burma have
all along supported and learned from
each other, and established a pro-
found revolutionary friendship in the
revolutionary struggle, The close
relationship based on Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internation-
alism between our two Parties will
surely be consolidated and developed
further.

Long live the revolutionary friend-
ship and militant solidarily between
the Communist Party of China and
the Communist Party of Burma!

The Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

Augusl 15, 1974

Present at the airport to see off
the delegation on August 20 were
also leading members of departments
concerned and  several hundred
sportsmen and sportswomen.

Iranian Ambassador to China Ab-
bas Aram was alse present at the
airport.

Since the formation of the deleg:-
tion. the coaches, sportsmen and
sportswomen of various teams have
been active in the movement to
eriticize Lin Piao and Confucius and
in making preparations for the com-
ing games. They have received many
warm letters from people in various
parts of the country. They have ex-
pressed their determination to make
every effort to live up to the warm
expectations of their compatriots and
bring the Chinesc people’s profound
friendship to the ITranian and other
Asian peoples Lhwough the Seventh
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Asian Games and related activities.
They will also firmly carry out the
principle of “friendship f[irst, com-
petition second,” learn the strong-
puints of sportsmen of other coun-
tries, and coniribule their share to
the enhancement of unity and
friendship among the people and
sportsmen of various Asian countries
and the developmeni of sports in
Asia.

China and Brazil Establish
Diplomatic Relations

A joint communique on the estab-
ishment of diplomatic relations be-
tween the People’s Republic of China
and the Federal Republic of Brazil
was signed in Brasilia on August 15
by the representative of the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of
China, Vice-Minister of Foreign
Trade Chen Chieh and the represen-
tative of the Government of the Fed-
eral Republic of Bravil, Minister of
External Relations Antonio F. Azere-
do da Silveira.

It says: “The Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the
Government of the Federal Republic
of Brazil, in conformity with the in-
terests and desires of the iwo peoples,
have decided to establish diplomatic
relations at the ambassadorial level
as from this date.

“The Government of the Federal
Republie of Braril recognizes the Gov-
ernmenl of the Pcople’s Republic of
China as the sole legal government
of China. The Chinese Government
reaffirms that Taiwan is an inalien-
able part of the territory of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. The Govern-
ment of the Federal Republic of Bra-
zil takes note of this position of the
Chinese Government.

“The iwo Governments have agreed
to develop the friendly relations be-
tween the lwo countries on the basis
of the principles of mutual respect
for sovereignty and {erritorial inte-
grily, mutual non-aggression, non-
interference in each other’s internal
affairs, equality and mutual benefit
and peaceful coexistence.

“The Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Gov-
ernment of the Federal Republic of
Brazil have agreed to exchange am-
bassadors within the shortest possible
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time and to provide each other with
all necessary assistance for the
establishment and functioning of em-
bassies in their respective capitals.”

Renmin Ribao in its August 17
editorial grcets the new develop-
ment of relations between China and
Brazil.

It says: “Since President Ernesto
Geisel took office last March, he has
expressed the desire to develop rela-
tions with China, Both China and
Brazil are developing countries.
Though different in social system,
they should support each other in
their common struggle against impe-
rialism, colonialism and hegemonism.
We appreciate the just stand taken by
Brazil with the majority of countries
at a number of recent international
conferences, and firmly support Bra-
zil’s efforts and siruggle against su-
perpower maritime hegemony and in
defence of 200-mile maritime rights.

“The Chinese Government and
people have always held that the Five
Principles of mutual respect for sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity, mu-
tual non-aggression, non-interference
in each other's internal affairs, equal-
ity and mutual benefit and peaceful
coexistence are the correct principles
guiding the handling of relations be-
tween states. This principled stand
of ours has won the understanding
and support of more and more coun-
tries. It is precisely on these princi-
ples that China has established dip-

lomatic relations with over 90
countries.
“The Government of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China is the sole
legal Government representing the
whole Chinese people. Taiwan Prov-
ince is an inalienable part of the ter-
ritory of our country. The people in
Taiwan are our close compatriots. We
are determined to liberate Taiwan.
Our Taiwan compatriots will surely
return to the embrace of the mother-
land.”

Speaking of the excellent interna-
tional situation at present, the edito-
rial points out that the anti-imperial-
ist and anti-hegemonic struggle of the
world’s people, with the Third World
as the main force, is surging forward.

The editorial believes that the
establishment of diplomatic relations
will further promote the friendship

between the pcoples of China and
Brazil and the development of rela-
tions between the two countries,

Theatrical Festival

A theatrical festival of Shanghuai,
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous Re-
gion and Hunan and Liaoning Prov-
inces opened in Peking on August
12. Eight thousand workers, peasants,
soldiers and other sections of the
people saw the first day's perform-
ances in five theatres.

Sponsored by the Cultural Group
Under the State Council, the feslival
opened in an excellent situation in
which the movement to criticize Lin
Piao and Confucius is developing in
depth and is being carried out in a
popularized and sustained way. A
follow-up of the north China theat-

rical festival earlier this year. thed®

current festival is yet another review
of the new achievements of the rev-
olution in literature and art.

Renmin Ribao on August 20 pub-
lished a short commentary to mark
the occasion. It pointed out that
this festival “is of great significance
in furthering the implementation of
Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolu-
tionary line in literature and art,
deepening the revolution in this
field, making the creations of social-
ist literature and art more flourish-
ing and criticizing the revisionist
line in literature and art.”

The commentary added that liter-
ary and art workers, spurred on by
the movement to criticize Lin Piao
and Conlucius, have studied
earnest the Party's basic line for the
historical period of socialism and
have gone into the midst of the
workers, peasanls and soldiers to
acquaint themselves with their life
and struggle. Bold in praclice, they
have made conscienlious efforts at
creations to make socialist literature
and art more and more flourishing.
The number of model revolutionary
theatrical works has been steadily
increased and many new works of
various artistic forms have appeared,
all adding up to a flourishing scene
with a hundred flowers in bloom.
This is a foreeful rebutial to the class
enemies’ slanders and attacks.

Over a dozen local operas per-
formed at the [lestival are adapled
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from he model revolutionary theatri-
cal works; they include huaku and
hsiangchu operas from Hunan, ping-
chu opera from Liaoning, huchu
opcra, shaohsing opera and huaichu
opera from Shanghai, and kweichu,
cheangchu and tsaitiao operas [rom
Kwungsi. A salient feature of the
current festival, as the Renmin
Ribauo commentary pointed out, is
that participating troupes from all
four places are staging model
revolutionary theairical works in
local forms. This, the commentary
added, ‘reflects the new achieve-
ments in the reform of local operas
under the impact of the model rev-
olutionary theatrical works and is an
indication of firm domination of the
stage by these model works.” ‘

The commentary went on to say
2t the model revolutionary theatri-
-al works are splendid achicvements
stemming from a thorough refuta-
tiovn  of the counler-revolutionary
revisionist line in literature and art
and [rom t{he implementation of
Chairman Mao's revolutionary line
in literatlure and art and putting
into practice the principles of “mak-
ing the past serve the present and
foreign things serve China” and
“weeding through the old {0 bring
forth the new™ laid down by Chair-
man Mao. Through an exchange of
the experience gained in adapling
model revolutionary theatrical works,
the current festival will play a signil-
icant role in promoting the reform
of local operas. in encouraging those
cngaged in other forms of literary
™nhd art creations to learn from the
model revolutionary theatrical works
and in deepening the revolution in
literalure and art,

Items presented at the festival are
varied in form. Many of them show
thil new efforts have been made to
selecl the subject-matter, to explore
new themes and to portray the heroic
images. These works sing  the
praises of the valiant struggles of
the Chinese people under the leader-
ship of the Chinese Communist Party
over the past 50 years, the tremen-
dous victories of the Great Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution and the
socialist new things which are full
of vitality. Energetic efforts have
becen made to portray typical prole-
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tavian heroes and heroinces, especially
the images of those of the younger
generation who have matured in the
Great Cultural Revolution and the
images of those heroes and heroincs
who stand in the van of the struggle
between the two classes and two
lines in order {o carry out Chairman
Mzuo's revolutionary line. The com-
mentary praised these works because
they “embody the spirit of our social-
ist era, brim over with revolutionary
fervour, inspire the people and fulfil
in a relatively good way the militant
role of revolutionary literature and
art ‘for uniting and educating the
people and for attacking and destroy-
ing the enemy,’”

The current festival is also a re-
view of the contingent of pro-
letarian literary and art workers,
the commentary said. Tempered in
the Great Cultural Revolution, they
have further raised their conscious-
ness ol class struggle and the two-
Iine struggle and of continuing the
revolulion under the dictatorship
of the proletariat. A new conlingent
of lilerary and art workers from

among the workers, peasants and
soldiers is making ils appcarance.

With the ranks of proletarian liter-
arv and art workers growing in
strength, the revolution in literature
and art is bound to develop in a
deep-going way and literary and art
crealive activities will surely thrive.

In conclusion, the commeniary
poinled out: “An excellent situatlion
prevails on the literary and art
front. But the struggle is still going
on unabated. The overthrown
landlord and capitalist classes are
not reconciled to the fact that they
have lost their positions nor will
they give up their dream of staging
a come-back. They are always spy-
ing out the land and resorting to a
variety of taclics to pit against us
overtly or covertly in a vain attempt
to turn back the clock of history.
In the present excellent situation,
we must never slacken our vigi-
lance or lower our guard.” The com-
mentary called on the revolution-
ary literary and art workers to take
an active part in the movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius,
“read and study conscientiously and
have a good grasp of Marxism” in
the course of struggle, constantly en-

hance their consciousness of class
struggle and the two-line struggle,
strive to implement Chairman Mao's
revolutionary line in literature and
art and create more and better new
works.

Delivery of Summer Grain
Fulfilled and Purchasing
Plan Overfulfilled

China has completed its collcetion
of summer public grain (agricullural
tax in kind) and overfulfilled its
summer grain purchasing nlan ahead
of schedule after gathering a rich
harvest this summoer.

Rural people’s communes through-
out the country vied with one another
to deliver public grain and sell sur-
plus grain to the state. In Peking and
Shanghai, the amount purchuscd by
the state more than doubled what the
plan called for. In Hupch and Kwei-
chow Provinces, the amounl purchas-
ed topped the plan by 50 per cent,
and in Chekiang Province, Tientsin
and Kiangsu Province by over 20 per
cent. Hopei, Shantung. Shensi. Shan-
si and Szechuan Provinces also ful-
filled or overfulfilled iheir quotas.
The task was completed this year at a
faster speed and the quality of grain
was better than that of the last few
years.

The movement to criticize Lin Piao
and Confucius has lurther increased
the peasants’ and cadres’ enthusiasm
for socialism. Having overcome all
kinds of natural disasters, peasants
across the land reaped a much larger
summer grain harvest than they did
last year. After setling aside cnough
grain for their own consumption and
for use as seeds and fodder, they lost
no time in delivering and selling grain
to the state as part of their cffort in
implementing Chairman Mao's great
strategic principles “Dig tunnels
deep, store grain everywhere, and
never seek hegemony” and “Be pre-
pared against war, be prepared
against natural disasters, and do
everything for the people.”

The correct handling of the rela-
tionship between the state, the collec-
tive and individuals has ensured the
fulfilment of the plans [or public

(Continued on p. 8.)

5



Movement to Griticize Lin Piao and Confucius

Spurs Industrial Production

7 e ey i e e

JPURRED on by the movemeoent {o criticize Lin Piao
and Confucius, the capital city of Peking, the biggest
industrial metropolis of Shanghai and the port city of
Tientsin in north China, which is also a major industrial
base, have all overfulfilled their production plans for
the first halfl of {his year. with notable increases in total
industrial output values as compared with the same
period of last ycar,

The industriai nchievements of these three munici-
palities directly under the ceniral authority have been
won on the basis ol successive years of big increases
since the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution started
in 1966. Compared with 1965. the year prior to the
Cultural Revolution, Peking’s total indusirial output
value in 1973 trebled. Shanghai’s doubled. and Tientsin's
increased 2.3-fold. The movement to criticize Lin Piao
and Confucius which was launched early this year has
further promoted industrial production in these three
cities,

Facts eloquently prove the coirectness of what
Chairman Mao has said: “Revolution means liberating
the productive forces and promoting (heir growth.”

For Socialist Construction

The three cities have this year made great efforts
to increase products for supporting agriculiuve, the

Miners of the Muchengchien Coal Mine in Peking are tnnnélllhg.

basic industries and major construction projects as well
as consumer goods. Stalistics for January-July in
Peking show that the oulput of many products has
sharply increased or doubled as compared with the
corresponding period of last year. These include high-
grade steel, pig iron, rolled steel, coal, electricity, re-
fined oil, mining equipment, mector vehicles, internal
combustion engines, power generating equipment,
walking-tractors, caustic seda. chemical fertilizer, in-
secticide, polyester f[abrics, plasties, watches and
sewing machines. Compared with the same 1973
period. statistics lor the first seven months in Shamg':‘ ;
show an increase of over 39 per cent in the output of
traclors, highly effective but low-toxic insecticides,
equipment for the petroleum industry, cameras and
television sets. Output of motor vehicles, internal com-
bustion engines, steam-turbine gencrators, heavy-duty
lorging equipment, high-precision machine tools, sheet
glass, watches. cotton-polyester fabrics and cigarettes
went up by 10 per cent or more. Compared with the
same period of last year, Ticntsin’s output of erude oil
in the {irst six months of this year rose by 22.5 per
cent, maior vehicles by 46.7 per cent, and metallurgical
equipment by 79.6 per cent. Remarkable increases were
chalked up in the production of hoisting equipment,
internal combustion engines. rolled steel, cement, paper
and paper boards. bicycles, watches, textiles and other
major products. The annual
quota for salt was fulfilled in
mid-May.

Alongside the increases #&%
oulput, the three cities repori-
ed more varieties and heiter
quality [or their industrial pro-
ducts. New techniques were
developed and popularized. In
Peking, more than 400 new
products were successfully {rial-
produced in the first six months.
Shanghai’'s metallurgical in-
dustry gained new achieve-
ments in producing 1,160 new
varieties of steel and rolled steel
and its light and textile indus-
tries succeeded in making over
5,000 new varieties and pat-
terns. A mass movement (o
popularize on a large scale new
techniques — electronics, super-
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sonic wave. radioisotopes, fluidics and digital control —
is now in full swing in the city, and rapid changes have
beea made in the technique of many branches of in-
dustry. Major technical innovations in Tientsin totalled
more than 10,000 in the first half of the year, some of
which have raised efficiency several dozen-fold.

Strong Impetus

In the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confu-
cius, workers of the three cities led by the Party have
emancipated their minds and done away with all fe-
tishes, daving to speak and act, displaying their role as
the main force in the movement. They are diligently
studying works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and
by Chairman Mao and learning to apply the Marxist
stand, viewpoint and method in studying the history of
the struggle between the Confucian and the Legalist
schools over the past 2.000 years and more and the his-
tory of class struggle throughout the ages. Linking their
study with the current class struggle and two-line strug-
gle. they have deepened their criticism of Lin Piao’s
counter-revolutionary revisionist line and the doctrines
of Confucius and Mencius and pushed the movement
forward in the correct direction so that it will become
deep-going, popularized and sustained.

With the deepening of the movement, an expanding
contingent of Marxist theoretical workers has emerged
from among the workers. Having received a deep edu-
cation in the Party’s basic line, the workers pledge to
further strengthen the dictatorship of the proletariat,
consolidate the victorious achievements of the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution and build socialism with
greater, faster, better and more economical resulis.

Peking coal miners outstripped their January-July
quotas and increased coal production for the state as
their support to other parts of the country. Workers
of the No. 2 workshop of the Shanghai No, 5 Steel Plant
assiduously studied works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and
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Workers of the Tientsin Heavy-Duiy Machinery Plant processing a big part.

Stalin and by Chairman Mae,
and made a penetrating criti-
cism of the Analects, a Confu-
cian “classic,” and other bad
books which spread the doc-
trines of Confucius and Men-
cius. They also annotated some
of the works of the Legalist
school and made a systernatic
study of the history of class
struggle over the past 2,000
years and more. With the spirit
of storming the fortress ol dif-
ficulty they had shown in their
study and criticism, the work-
ers made technical innovations
to shorten the time for making
a heat of steel. The result was
steel output for the first seven
months of this year rose by 20.8
per cent over that of the same
1973 period, while consumpiion
of raw materials and electricity dropped.

i

Cadres’ Revolutionary Spirit

Industrial achievements scored by the three cities
stemmed from the hard struggle of the workers led by
cadres of various levels, Tempered in the Greal Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution, cadres have stood in the
van to strengthen leadership over the movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius. They have criticized
the idealist conception of history that “the highest are
the wise and the lowest are the stupid” preached by
Lin Piao and Confucius and further fostered the outlook
of consulting and relying on the masses, bringing into
play their revolutionary spirit. Modestly listening to
the workers’ criticisms and suggestions, going to the
workshops to participate in productive labour, they
studied works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and
by Chairman Mao and criticized Lin Piao and Confu-
cius together with the rank-and-file workers. They
made investigations, summed up experience and solved
problems arising in production cn time. As a result,
an excellent situation of continuous rise in production
has emerged on the industrial, {ransport and capital
construction fronts,

Independence and Self-Reliance

Workers of the three cities this year have decpened
their criticism of Lin Piao’s traitorous and capitulalion-
ist crimes and repudiated such revisionist irash as the
slavish comprador philosophy and the doctrine of trail-
ing behind at a snail’s pace. They are now more deter-
mined than ever in implementing the principle of main-
taining independence and keeping the initiative in our
own hands and relying on our own efforts and in fol-
lowing their own path in developing industry. Shang-
hai shipbuilders have pledged to accelerate the develop-
ment of China’s shipbuilding industry. Workers of the
Kiangnan Shipyard, battling for 80 days in rain and
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high temperature, succeeded in launching a 16,000-{on
coaler on the eve of “August 1” Army Day instead of
next vear. Total output value of the Shanghai ship-
building industry in the first seven months of this year
was 9.6 per cent higher than in the same period of last
year.

To expand its pulp-making workshop, the Tientsin
No. 3 Paper Mill once drew up a blueprint which called
for the import of several pieces of special equipment
and an investment of 2.6 million yuan. In the current
movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius, the work-
ers and staff members criticized this plan which craved
fer things big and foreign. They proposed instead to
rely on their own efforts and use locally available mate-
rial [or the expansion project. The mill's Party com-
mittee supported the proposal.  After consulling the
workers, it mapped out a new plan which required an
investment of only one-thirteenth of the original sum

RS

(Continued from p. 5.)

TV sets by the Shanghai Telecommunications Equipment Plant.

whiie the production capacily
to be added remained the same.

Socialist Co-operation

Socialist co-operation among
the workers in the three cities
has contributed greatly to the
development of production in
the current movement. With
part of ils workers engaged in
the construction of a new
power project, the Shihching-
shan Power Plant tapped its
potential and generated 200
million kwh. more electricity
this year to meet the rapidly
increasing needs of industrial
expansion. To guarantee the
smooth and swift shipment of
coal, over 60 units in maritime
transport, the harbour bureau and a dozen other trades
co-operated in speeding up transportation, loading and
unloading. When diesel engines were needed in large
numbers for the 5,000 wells sank on the outskirts of
Tientsin last winter and spring, more than 60 machinery
plants and factories of light and textile industries co-
operaled in a socialist way and succecded in producing
the diesel engines for the rural areas before the busy
farming season set in.

In summing up their experience in grasping revolu-
tion and promoting production since the beginning of
this year, workers in Pcking, Shanghai and Tientsin
deeply realize that criticism of Lin Piao and Confucius is
a powerful motive force for developing the social pro-
ductive forces. They pledge to continue the criticism
of Lin Piao and Confucius and regard it as a matter
of primary importance so as to win still greater victories
in revolution and production.

e

grain and state grain purchases, the
steady development of the collective
economy and the improvement in the
commune members’ livelihood.

Statement of Chinese
Swimming Association

The Swimming Association of the
People’s Republic of China on
August 20 issued a statement which
points out: “The Bureau of the
Federation Internationale de Nata-
tion Amateur (FINA) recently adopt-
ed an arbitrary decision to bar our

8

swimmers [rom competing with their
counterparts in other Asian countries

at the Asian Games.
an open hostility towards the Chinese
people and sportsmen and a crude
interference in Asian sports affairs.
The Swimming Association of the
People's Republic of China expresses
strong condemnation of this deci-
sion.”

It says: “Some people in the FINA
Bureau, disregarding the desires and
righls of the Asian people, imposed
the above arbitrary decision on the
Asian people and sportsmen in a vain
attempt to sabotage the Seventh

This constitutes -

Asian Games, a grand gathering of
Asian sports circles. By this perversity
they can only pit themselves further
against the people and sports circles
in Asia and land themselves in
greater passivity and isolation.”

“On many occasions in recent
years,” it continues, “a very small
number of FINA leaders have re-
sorted to threats by way of ‘sanction’
and ‘suspension of membership’ in an
attempt to sabotage the friendly cx-
changes among the peoples and swim-
mers of the world, those of the Third

(Continued on p. 20.)
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On Shang Yang

— A representative of the Legalist school

in Chinese history

by Liang Hsiao

e UL TR LTI R

HANG YANG (c. 390-338 B.C.) was an outsianding ex-
Sponent of the Legalist school! in Chinese history.
The reform movement he carried out was a deep-going
social change in the pericd of {ransition from slavery
to feudalism. But owing to reaclionary propaganda
that revered the Confucian school? and opposed Lhe
Legalist school, this thinker and stalesman of the new
emerging landlord class who was resolute in making
changes had been subjected to repeated attacks and
calumnies over the last 2.000 years. Tailing after the
reactionaries of the past, the renegade and traitor Lin
Piao and Soviet revisionist social-imperialism also cast
aspersions on Shang Yang and other Legalists in an
effort to assail China’s socialist cause under the dicta-
torship of the proletariat. Therefore, it is highly im-
perative today that we should use the viewpoint of
historical materialism to study the class content of the
struggle between the two schools in the past and cor-
rectly assess the progressive role Shang Yang and other
Legalists played in history.

Shang Yang whose original name was Kungsun
Yang was a native of the State of Wei. a ducal state in
the Warring States Period (475-221 B.C.) in the northern
part of present-day Honan Province. When he was still
young, he went to the State of Wei (this Wei and his

# home state Wei are two different Chinese characters

with the same pronunciation —tr.), which was another
ducal state with its capital in what is now Kaifeng in
Honan Province, and was onc of the places where the
Legalist school originated. There, he became a retainer
of the primec minister (an adherent of the Legalist
school), and he studied and summed up the theory of
the carlier Legalists and their experience in carrying
out rcforms. Later, he settled in the State of Chin
(one of the major ducal stales al that time occupying
what is now Shensi Province and southeastern Kansu
Province with its capital in present-day Hsienyang) and
was made prime minister and commander of the armed
forces in recognilion of his distinguished service in ef-
feeting reforms.  Because he was given a fief in Shang,
he became known in history as Shang Yang.

The Warring Stales Period in which Shang Yang
lived was a time ol great social change when rising
feudalism was replacing the decadent slave syslem. The
reactionary slave-owning aristoeratls, batiered by the
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slave uprisings and the revolution of the up-and-coming
landlord class, were sinking last. Extremely acuie
were the contradiction between the declining slave-
owning class on the one hand and the masses and lhe
new emierging landlord class on the other, and the con-
tradicticn between demands for unification on Lhe part
of the new emerging landlord class and the masses and
the actual state of rival regimes caused by installing
ducal siates under slavery. There was also very sharp
struggle between revolution and restoration and be-
tween progress and retrogression. Chairman Mao has
said, “So long as classes exist, there will be as many
doctrines as there are classes, and even various groups
in the same class may have their different docirines.”
(On Neww Democracy.) In such a situation of “‘great
disorder under heaven,” in what direction should so-
ciety move? And in what direction should people go?
Every class and every political group put forward its
own programme. This was the historical background
of “contenticn among a hundred schools of thought”
al that fime. The Legalist school was the only one that
discerned the divection of social progress while all the
rest failed to produce elleclive measures to cope with
the burning problems of the day. In grappling with
the Ceonfucianists, Shang Yang took over and developed
the theories of the fore-runners of the Legalist school,
formulated and put into practice a relatively compre-
hensive Legalist school line which fulfilled the nissions
required by the times and premoted sacial progress.
Viewing the situation as a whole, we see thal Shang
Yang was head and shoulders above his contemporaries
— stutesmen and thinkers of different stripes — and
was the person who answered the calls of the times best.

The ideological line is the theoretical basis ol the
political Iine. The struggle between the two ideological
lines — between the Legalist schocl represented by
Shang Yang and the reaciionary Conlucian school —
found ifs expression mainiy in the struggle belween a
progressive conception of history standing for social
changes and a reacticnary cne standing for a return Lo
the old and retrogression. As progenitor of the Con-
fucian school, Kung Chiut or Confucius himself was a
relurn-to-the-old maniac who opposed changes and
advocated ‘‘restraining onescli and returning to the
rites” and going back 1o the slave society of the Western

‘Chou Dynasty (1066[?]-771 B.C.). Shang Yang's ncar-

contemporary Mencius® inherited 'this back-to-the-old’
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line of Confucius and advocated doing everything in °

the old way. Alleging that social development in his
time was inferior to that of the past and that things
were gelling worse generation after generation, Men-
cius reviled that all new emerging forces in history
which replaced the old were arch “criminals” guilty on
many counts and he attacked the revolutionary situa-
tion and the new emerging things of his time. Scornful
of this reactionary conception of history of the Con-
fucian school, Shang Yang strongly opposed a return
to the old and retrogression and was against remaining
in statu quo. Proceeding from the conception of his-
tory that “the way of doing things should change with
a change of conditions,” Shang Yang was of the opinion
that one should recognize the changes of the times and
take different measures to meet the exigencies of the
period. In spite of the valuable experiences they had
accumulated in their reforms, no Legalist of the earlier
days was able to work out, both in theory and practice,
a line for carrying out reforms as distinct and compre-
hensive as Shang Yang did. He excelled his Legalist
predecessors in making great contributions to the for-
mulation of an ideological line for the Legalist school

Politically, Shang Yang set forth the line of “rule
of law” which was diametrically opposed to the Con-
fucian line of “rule of rites.” In class society, neither
rite nor law stands above classes. From Confucius who
chanted “benevolence” to Mencius who advocated
“benevolent rule,” the “rule of rites” as preached by
the Confucian school, for all its nice talk about com-
passion and love common to humanity, did not in the
least exclude suppression and punishment. When the
Confucian school opposed the replacement of “rule of
rites” with “rule of law,” it was precisely trying to
safeguard and continue to enforce the old law of the
slave-owning class. Mencius and his like advocated
meting out the severest possible punishment on the
rising landlord class for introducing reforms; this fully
exposed the ruthlessness of the law under the dictator-
ship of the slave-owning class.

In openly advocating the “rule of law,” Shang Yang
was in fact advocating changes to replace the dictator-
ship of the slave-owning class with the dictatorship of
the landlord class. He had arrived at this correct cone-
clusion after analysing the social contradictions of his
times.  Shang Yang held that in governing a country,
it was necessary to grasp the essential social abuses of
the day. “There are many idlers and few farmers,”
and “one man tills to feed a hundred.” This, he held,
was the big social problem at that time. He put the
idlers in society under five main categories known col-
lectively as the “evil people,” namely, “those who eat
without working, those who enjoy honours without
doing military service, those who are dignified without
official ranks, those who are rich without official
emolument and those who give orders without official
posts.” They were mainly the hereditary nobles of
slave-owning houses, big slave-owning handicraftsmen
and merchants, and the disciples of Conlucius roaming
from place to place trying to preserve the old institus
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tions and seeking official posts. Besides living in ex-
travagance on the social wealth created by the working
people like pests destroying farm crops, they preached
rites, music, benevolence and righteousness in the realm
of the superstructure to oppose the new feudal relations
of production. Shang Yang loathed this most and de-
nounced the Confucian precepts of “benevolence anc
righteousness, rites and music” as “lice” pestering
humanity! He held that the urgent task of the time
was to get rid of these “evils” and “lice.”” This ide:
of Shang Yang’s truly conformed to the objective realily
of those days. With the steady decline of the slave
system, the parasitic slave-owning class and its rotten
ideology became larger than ever obstacles to social
development; society could move forward only with the
removal of this social ulcer.

To do away with the “evils” and “lice,” Shang Yang
put forward a line of reform which had as its main
content the enforcement of law, promotion of agricul-
tural production and military training and operations.
This was meant to bring the role of the dictaiorship of
the landlord class into full play: to hit hard at the reac-
tionary [orces of the slave-owning class by meting out
severe punishment to its members as ‘““the chief means
of eliminating the evil people,” and to adopt measures
giving priority to agricultural production and restrict-
ing commerce, conferring awards to people distinguished
in farming and war with a view to augmenting the
political, economic and military strength of the rising
landlord class. It goes without saying that Shang
Yang’s “rule of law” also included the suppression of
the working people, as this was determined by the na-
ture of the exploiting class to which Shang Yang and
his political partners belonged. In addition to this,
Shang Yang's idea of “eliminating war with war™ and
“abolishing punishment with punishment” clearly al-
firmed his stand of using the new emerging landlord
class’ progressive war for unification to eliminate wars
among rival reactionary slave-owners aimed at build-
ing up their own ducal states, and of using the dictator-

ship of the rising landlord class to replace the dictator- 3

ship of the declining slave-owning class. This was a
vivid reflection of the revolutionary vigour of the land-
lord class when it was on the rise. ’

Shang Yang's reforms constituted the main polit-
ical practice of his life. Applying the Legalist theorics
of reform in close connection with the specific condi-
tions in the State of Chin, he twice carried out reforms
in Chin by infroducing a sevies of measures to destroy
the old and build up the new. They included awards
for military exploits. abolition of the institution of
hereditary official posts and emolument and thereby
establishing the political rule of the landlord class; in-
troducing the county system throughout the country.
strengthening centralized power, resolutely cnforcing
the “rule of law™ across the land so as to further
strengthen the dictatorship of the landlord class;
abolishing the nine-squares (ching tien)® system, “break-
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ing up the paths and earthen embankments that formed
farmiand borders,” giving priority to agricultural pro-
duction and restricting commerce, calling on people to
reclaim wasteland and giving legal recognition to the
feudal land ownership and so promoting the develop-
ment of the feudal economy, On the strength of rev-
olutionary violence, he demolished the political and
cconomic instifutions of slavery in the State of Chin
and played an important and progressive role in the
great change from the old social system to the new.

Lenin said: Revolution is “the forcible demolition
of the obsolete political superstructure.” (Two Tactics
of Sociel-Demaocracy in the Democratic Revolution.) He
also said, the first and basic sign of a revolution is “the
passing of state poewer from one cluss to another.”
(Letters on Tactics) Shang Yang's reforms were made
n response Lo the needs of the new emerging landlord
class for seizing political power and consclidating it.
They smashed the obsolete political supcestructure in
the State of Chin, transforming it from u state under
the slave system to a feudal state. These were his
indelible merits in history.

As the main compenent parts of the superstructure
in slave society, the institution ol ducai states and the
svstems of hierarchy and heredifary power ensured the
slave-owning class to rule at dillerent levels and exploit
the broad masses of slaves generation alter generation.
Shang Yang's abolition of these privileges of the slave-
owning aristocrats and replacing them with the polit-
ical system of centralized power of the new emerging
landlord class was the major issue in the siruggle be-
tween the old and new social institutions at that time.
Shang Yang made it a rule that “the state appoints
officials and confers ranks on people according to their
merits,” that no official posts and ranks would be given
to those without any contribution to farming or war.
This was a heavy blow to “the houses of the aristocrats
and senior officials” and their hangers-on — “the idlers
and loafers,” and it changed the situaiion in which the
slave-owning aristocracy alone held the reins of gov-
ernment. At the same time, thanks to the measure of
“‘raising the position of farmers and warriors” especially
in recognition of the latter’s military exploits, the polit-
ical power at different levels was transferred step by
step to the new rising landlord class. Laler on, Shang
Yang introduced the county sysiem throughout the
State of Chin by dividing its territory into 31 counties
whose magistrates were appointed directly by the cen-
tral government. This deprived the slave-owning
aristocrats of their local privileges. disbanded their
private armed forces and concentrated all powers —
political, military, financial and economic — in the cen-
‘ral government, thereby further consolidating the
dictatorship of the landlord class under centralized
power.

By bringing the positive role of the new superstruc-
ture into fuil play, Shang Yang adopted various
measures to help the new institutions eliminate the old
~conomic base and to replace the old relations of pro-
duction with the new. This was another major historic
achievement by Shang Yang.
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Frior to his reforms, the nine-squares land system
under slavery in the State of Chin had sericusly ham-
pered the development of the productive forces and the
consequence was that “large tracis of land were left
uncultivated” and grain production feill short of the
needs of the state even though “the land covered several
thousand square li.” Moreover, this system preserved
the slave-owning aristocrats’ privilege {c monopolize
land on a hereditary basis and obstructed the political
unity of the feudal state. The decree to “break down
the paths and earthen embankments that formed farm-
land borders,” which was promulgated by Shang Yang
and which :abolished the nine-squares Lmd =vsiom and
recognized privale ownership of land by the landlords
and free people. was a major (undamentiai change in
the relations of production. It destroyed the ceoinomic
base of the slave system and established the dominant
position of the landlord economy in the State of Chin.
Under the new feudal ownership. sociely was still
founded on class exploitation but the form of exploi-
tation had changed and the slaves hitherto having no
rights whatsoever had become peasanis who “belong to
himself to some extent.” (Lenin: The State.} They were
no longer considered the direct and private property of
the landlords. This somewhat raised their enthusiasm
for production and thus promoted the development of
the social productive forces and changed the state of
backwardness in Chin which was a couniry “with a
large population but weak militarily, with a vast
expanse of land but little strength.”

To enswre that reforms and changes would be car-
ried cul smoeothly, Shang Yang resolutely kept to the
rule of law. ¢ held that decrees were vital to the land-
lord cluss and that they formed the foundation of gov-
ernment. He advocated that “punishment will be meted
out irrespective of rank,” that in giving awards or
meting oul punishment “there should be no prejudice
against strangers and no special considerations for the
near and dear ones.” He thoroughly rejected the legal
practice in slave society in which “senior officials are
immune [rom punishment.”” He made it known that
slave-owning aristocrats daring to violate the law would
be suppressed with a firm hand. He promulgated in the
State of Chin a unified legal code fcrbidding the foreces
of slave-ownoers to do evil things with the result that
his reforms were highly eifective.

By adopting a correct line, a backward couniry can
become strong. Thanks to the correct line of Shang
Yang’s reforms, ‘“the rule of order prevailed in town
and countryside” in Chin and ‘“‘the state became rich
and powerful,” as was recorded in ancient history
books. Formerly a weak country under the slave sys-
tem and belittled by the other ducal states, Chin quickly
became a feudal power “with formidable military
strength that siruck terror into the hearts of the dukes
of other states.” Now Soviet revisionist social-imperial-
ism has accused Shang Yang's “rule of law” of “com-
prising a series of reactionary concepts” and the rene-
gade and traitor Lin Piao also vilified the Legalists as
“punishers.” This is nothing but playing the same¢ old
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iune as the disciples of Confucius had done.  Engels
pointed oul that without violence. witheut unvelenting
harsh means, nothing in history would succeed. One
of the imporiant condilions for Shang Yang's success in
his endeavours wus thal he had unswervingly exercised
the rule of law. made full use of the revolutionary reke
ol violence and taken unrelenting harsh measures in
dealing with the reactionary forces opposing the re-
forms and changes. When Soviet revisionism and Lin
Piao slandered revoluiionary violence and smeared pro-
gress as recaction, they simply identified themscives
with the declining slave-owning aristocrats in history,
and showed that they also were the “evil people” and
“lice” in human society and restorationists aoing against
the trend of history.

Il

Throughout the reforms carried out by Shang Yang,
an extremely sharp struggle took place between Lthe two
classes and two political lines. He spent his lifetime in
tenacious struggle against the reactionary forces of the
slave-owners.

Before introducing his reforms, Shang Yang had a
heated debate with the political representatives of the
old aristocracy on the question of “whether or not re-
forms should be introduced” in the presence of Duke
Hsiao of Chin who reigned from 362 to 338 B.C. The
siruggle ended with victory for Shang Yang's Lhcory
of reforms that “laws should be enacted according to
the nceds of the time and rites set up according to the
state of affairs” which overrode the Confucian claptrap
of “following the ancient way™ and “slicking to the old
rites,” thereby ideologically and theoretically clearing
the way for the reforms. No sooner were the reforms
initiated than the slave-owning aristocrats took advan-
inge of the old forces of habit, incited thousands of DEo-
ple to create disturbances in the capital and shouted
that the decrces promulgated by Shang Yang were not
feasible, their attempt being to nip the reform move-
ment in the bud. Laler, they instigated the crown
prince to break the law as a glaring provocation aimed
deliberately at sabotaging the implementation of the
line of reform. In the face of this grave political situa-
tion, Shang Yang was neither intimidated by the bluster
ol the reactionary conservative forces nor misled by the
superficial phenomena. Quick to grasp the crux of the
malter, he pointed out: *“Resistance to law enforce-
ment came from members of the ruling house.” So he
decided 1o strike relentlessly at the diehards sabotaging
the reforms. All of them were severely punished ac-
cording to law and over 700 counter-revolulionaries
guilly of undermining the reforms were arrested and
executed. By excreising relentless dictatorship over the
restorationist forces of the slave-owning class and sup-
pressing in a revolutionary spirit the last-ditch struggle
put up by the old forces from the old sociely, Shang
Yang fully demonstrated the courage and militancy of
a political representative of the rising landlord class.

But, as Chairman. Mao has said, $the defeated elass
will still struggle.” "‘Some of the diehards .who clung
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to the slave system wenl underground. gathering around
them a handful of their cohorts to carry on counter-
revolutionary activities, while others changed their tac-
tics, pretended to be law-abiding and with a forced
smile talked glibly aboul the advantages of the reforms.
One reactionary Confucian scholar named Chao Liang,
however, chose to have it his own way. Doing the bid-
ding of the slave-owning avistocrats, he went to Shang
Yang and shouted in a fil of hysteria: “He who relies
on virtue will thrive and he who relies on force will
perish.” He denounced Shang Yang's reforms as un-
popular and threatened to take action against him un-
less he quil politics and step down (o live in seclusion.
The class enemies resorted to both the hard and the soft
way, alternating flattery with threat and blackmail. Un-
ruffled and sober-minded, Shang Yang held fast to the
line of the Legalist school, sharply denounced the erst-
while nobles who “paid compliments to his face but
cursed and swore bchind his back” as “trouble-
makers,” and had them moved to outlying towns. He
categorically rejected the “ultimatum™ from the restora-
tionist forces of the slave-owners and, as an answer to
the counter-revolutionary pygmies such as Chao Liang,
he went into action with firm determination to carry
the reforms through Lo the end.

But Shang Yang's reforms were, after all, a reform
movement of the landlord class from above, with the
limitations of the time he lived in and the class he be-
longed to. When Duke Hsino of Chin who supported
the reforms died and the crown prince came to the
throne as Prince Hui Wen of Chin (who reigned from
338 to 311 B.C. and was in collusion with the old aristo-
crats), the class struggle {ook a sharp turn with reac-
tionaries of all descriplions swarming out of their hide-
outs. A chieftain of the old nobles who was once
punished by Shang Yang spread the rumour that “Lord
Shang was plotting a revolt.”” Prince Hui Wen ordered
the arrest of Shang Yang. and in 338 B.C., the reaction-
aries killed this outstanding exponent of the Legalist
school by cruclly dismembering his body with his limbs
tied to chariots driven in different directions. Dying a
marlyr al his post, Shang Yang laid down his life for
the cause of reform of the rising landlord c¢lass and had
fought until he breathed his last.

The murder ol Shang Yang was a bloody counter-
atlack by the restorationist forces of the slave-owners
on the new emerging landlord class and a serious coun-
ter-revolutionary atrocily. These historical facts tell us
thal the two-line struggle between the Confucian school
and the Legalist school was a major life-and-death
struggle between classes and theve was no room for
compromise. The Soviet revisionist renegades have in-
vented the story that the two schools had been taking
the same course “secking the same object.” But these
are cheap and clumsy lies which can neither erase the
blood-stained historical facts nor be of any help to
cover up their own fascist alrocities against the forces
of revolulion at present.

Aftler: the muvder of Shang Yang. Prince Hui Wen
of Chin pushed a political line which kept out the
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Legalists and resltored the old nobility to power., The
political situation in the Stale of Chin sullered a tem-
porary setback, but Shang Yang's line and cause was
by no means -stamped out.

Lenin said: “The more far-reaching the revolution
is, the more difficult will it be to restore the old order
and the mere gains will remain even if restoration does
take place. The more deeply the old soil is ploughed
up by revolution, the more difficult will it be to restore
the old order.” (The Agrarian Programme of Social-
Denioeracy in the First Russian Revolution, 1905-1907.)
In the course of carrying out reforms, Shang Yang had
deeply ploughed up the old soil in the political, econom-
ic. ideological and cultural fields, dealing heavy blows
al the slave-owning class and enuabling the new emerg-
ing landlord class to become a powerful force that kept
the politics in the State of Chin under its sway. More-
over, in the course of reforms Shang Yang was quite
publicily-minded so that even the men in the street
could talk about Shang Yang's laws. Once the masses

wpersonally experienced the advantuges ol the changes
nd reforms, they became a tremendous malerial force
resisting and opposing the restoration of the old in-
stitutions. In short, the basic reason why the law of
the State of Chin did not perish was that Shang
Yang's law conformed to the development of history.
The foreces of restoration succeeded for a time but could
never put back the clock of history or avert the inevi-
table replacement of the slave system by [cudalism,
which is the law of history.

Afler Shang Yang's death, in spite of the twists and
turns, the State of Chin continued to advance along the
line of the Legalist school represented by Shang Yang’s
reforms. In 221 B.C., Chin Shih Huang had anncxed
all the independent ducal states, established the prefec-
ture and county system® based on centralized power
and legalized feudal land ownership. In addition to
these, Chin Shih Huang adopted resolute measures to
suppress the counter-revelutionaries such as burning
books and burying Conluciin scholars alive, thereby

"ucccssfully carrying out and developing on a larger
scale and a firmer base Lhe Legalist'line of Shang Yang
and others. Advancing along this line, Chin Shih Huang
made great contributions to the unification of China
and progress of history, thus earning the reputation of
being “the greatest emperor since ancient times" in
Chinese fcudal society.

In the past, opinions differed on Shang Yang, the
man who spent his whole life fighting in the torrential
current of historical changes. While few spoke in his
favour, most disparaged him, and the stand they took
clearly showed them up as belonging to different camps.
Progressives advocating reforms generally affirmed
Shang Yang's contributions to history, but the conser-
vatives and those who advocated restoring the old order
as often as not reviled at Shang Yang’s reforms out of
their reactionary political needs. Today, the Soviet
revisionist social-imperialists who are wolves in sheep’s
clothing, well aware that truth issnot on their side, can

August 23, 1974

only pick up the filthy weapons of the Confucian school
in a vain attempt to vilily our great state under the die-
tatorship of the proletarial by atizcking Shang Yang.
But this only shows to what degree these renegades to
Marxism-Leninism have degenoraled!

(An abridged translation of an article
in “Hongqi,” No. 6, 1974)

! The Legalist school. This was a major school of thougiit
opposed to the Confucian school during the Warring States
Period (475-411 B.C). Its chief exponents were Shang
Yang, Hsun Kuang (¢. 313-238 B.C)) and Han Fei (c. 280-233
B.C)). Representing the interests ol the new emerging land-
lord class, it propaguated the materialist view that “man can
conquer nature” in opposiiion to the idealist view of “abid-
ing by the will of Heaven and fate.” It advoceated changes
of the law and reform and opposed a return to the old ovder
and retrogression. It stood for the replacement of the rule
of “rites” with the rule of “law” and the dictatorship of the
slave-owning class with the dictatorship of the landlord
class. Politically, all those belonging to this school of
thought stood for “a government by law.” Hence the term
Legalists.

After the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-8 A.D)), the
Legalist school had all along been rejected and attacked by
the Confucian school which was exalted and regarded as the
orthodox school of thought. In spite of this, at every im-
portant historical period, there were statesmen and thinkers
coming to the fore to carry on the tradition of the Legalist
school {o make reforms. The Legalists throughout the ages
were the genuine representatives of China’s fine traditional
culture.

2The Confucian (ju) school. This was a school of
thought founded by Confucius towards the end of the Spring
and Autumn Period (770-476 B.C.). The Chinese character
ju originally referred to those who helped the slave-owning
aristocrats make arrangements for ceremonies and ritvals
such as a funeral service. Confucius himself was in this
profession in his carly years; later he ran a private school
to give lectures propagating the thinking of rcturning to the
old order and retrogression, engaged in polilical aclivities
opposing changes and tricd in a thousand and one ways to
save the tottering slave system. Gradually a school of
thought was being formed, known later as the Confucian (ju)
school. Its reactionary doctrines were taken over and
developed by Mencius in the Warring States Period. So the
Confucian school was also known as the Confucian-Mencian
school and their doctrines known as the doctrines of Con-
fucius and Mencius.

After the Western Han Dynasty, all those who inherited
and elaborated the thinking of Conlucius and Mencius were
generally referred to as Confucianists. In the 17th century,
the missionaries from the Western couniries were the first
to introduce 10 the Wesl the conservative ideas of Confucius
and Mencius for a return fo the old order but made no
elforls to introduce the Legalist thinking advocating changes.
From 1840 on, China was gradually reduced to a semi-
feudal, semi-colonial country and both domestic and foreign
reactionaries became more fanatical than ever in exalling
the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius. Their aim in doing
so was to let the Chinese pcople preserve for ever the spiri-
tual shackles of the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius so
that the Chinese people would servilely allow these reac-
tionaries ride roughshod over them.

$Kung Chiu. The family name of Confucius (551-479
B.C.) was Kung and his name Chiu. A native of the State
of Lu (in the southwesiern part of present-day Shantung
Province) towards the end ol the Spring and Autumn Period,
Confucius was a thinker of the decadent slave-owning aris-
tocracy and the founder of the Confucian school. Living in

(Continued on_p. 18.)
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People’s Communes (1)

Establishment and Develoﬁment

by Our Correspondents

Lu Hsuan and Chou Chin

One of China’s maosi populous, Shantung Province
cn the east coast has 55 million people living in an
crea of 150,000 square kilometres, It wos in southern
Shantung's Chufu County that Confucivs was born in
5§51 B.C. Down through the centurics, the people here
lived a life of misery and hunger. Thanks to the
tonpling of the old social system through the revolu-
trin which gave rise to the new, there have been redical
ckenges for the one-time impoverished peasants who
emnharked on the road of collectivization a little over
tivo decades ago and set up people's communes only 16
years ago. The problem of feeding the population,
which the imperialist prophets alleged would mean
“unbearable pressure” on the Chinese people, has been
successfully solved even in this heavily populated
province since the advent of people’s communes.

History has eloquently proved the world of dif-
Jerence between socialism and Confucianism, the former
being vastly superior than the latter.

We visited a good number of different types of
communes in Shantung not long ago where we had
wide-raiging talks with the local peusants. Our re-
poris beginning with ithis issue will deal with the es-
toblishment and development of the people’s communes,
the struggle between the proletarian and bourgeois lines
that took place, the communes’ tremendous role in re-
mtking  nature, devcloping a diversified economy,
promoting rurel economic prosperity and improving the
peasants’ living stundards.

1\/ ERE mentfion of old Shantung is always a vreminder

of the pre-liberation plight when destitute tillers
flad their land to try their luck somewhere else. Savage
exploitation and oppression in the old days made life
impossible and, to make matters worse. there were fre-
guent natural disasters, Unable even to get a bare,
band-to-mouth existence, large numbers of peasants
were forced to migrate {o the cold northeast every year
where there was a small population for a large area.
Carrying all their belongings on a shoulder-pole and
taking their wives and children with them, they hoped
to cke out a living there. Many died from cold and
hunger on the way, while those who managed to reach
their destination still found it hard to keep the wolf
from the door.

Post-liberation Shantung is a far ery from what
the province once was. The following figures speak
volumes for the tremendous changes that have occurred.

In 1949, the per-hectare grain yield was 1.17 tons

and the grain supply was 4 to 5 million tons short of
needs.
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Prior to the formation of people’s communes, the
1957 figures were 1.55 tons and 2.5 million tons.

Shanlung became more than self-sufficient. in zrain
in 1972 when the per-hectare yield rose to 2.85 tons.
The next year saw a further increase to 3.09 tons. Like
the peasantry in other parts of the country, Shantung’s
peasants, led by Chairman Mao and the Communist
Party. were firm in taking the socialist road of collec-
tivization, which culminated in the provinee-wide
establishment of peopie’s communes in 1958. Herein
lies one of the {undamental reasons for the country-
side’s ever growing production and increasing
prosperity. ¢

Inevitable Trend

The Peiyuan People's Commune on the outskirts of
Tsinan, the provincial capital, was the first commune
we visited. The first of its kind in the province, it
was one of the nation’s earliest people’s communes.

In the winter of 1957, Shuitun and thre: other agri-
cultural producers’ co-operatives in Peivuan hsiang
(township and the then basic unit of political power
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encompassing several villages in the rural arcas) joined
efforts to cut a 2,000-metre-long ditch for bringing
water to their 200 hectares of paddyfields and lotus
ponds. Since the project involved allocation of man-
power, use of land and distribution of water, there
often was trouble between the co-ops. These problems,
sometimes disputes, took up much of the fime and
energy of the co-op cadres who had to make investiga-
tions and find solutions together. What with the dif-
ficulty of using marginal land for production purposes,
the cadres decided it would be much better if their co-
ops were amalgamated and placed under a unified
management,

This was their common understanding based on
several years' experience with agricultural collectiviza-
tion.

After overthrowing the landlord class and dis-
tributing the land in 1952, the local peasants got them-
selves organized in mutual-aid teams of a rudimentary
socialist nature, each comprising a dozen families.

*[utual assistance in manpower and draught animals
Und collective labour gave higher efficiency than
farming on a go-it-alone basis and enabled the peasants
to do lurmwork in the right season. As a result, grain
and vegelable production went up by 15 and 20 per
cent respectively.

Two years later, elementary agricultural producers’
co-operatives of a semi-socialist nature replaced the
mutual-aid teams. With 40 to 50 families in a co-op,
the peasants put their land and other means of produc-
tion at the disposal of the co-op. The contradiction
between collective labour and decentralized manage-
ment having thus been solved, grain and vegetable out-
put was 20 and 30 per cent higher than at the time of
the mutual-aid teams.

All this notwithstanding, these small, elementary
co-ops still had their limitations which were unfavour-
able to making full use of manpower and the means
of production. Only when big, advanced co-ops were
formed could such limitations be overcome and the

roductive forces and produclion as a whole jump
ahead. Thus, in 1956 the Peiyuan peasants went a step
further and set up advanced agricultural producers’ co-
operatives of a socialist nature, each consisiing of 200
to 300 families. The co-op members voluntarily handed
over their private-owned land to the collective and
stopped receiving remuneration for the land pooled
during the period of elemeniary co-ops. With the
peasants’ socialist enthusiasm soaring to a new high,
production shot up. Hence another 30 and 20 per cent
increase in grain and vegetables.

Personal experience enabled the co-op cadres to
realize that growing production necessarily called for
the advance of colleciivization from a small to a bigger
scale and from a low to a higher level. Before long,
a proposal for merging the four advanced co-ops into
a bigger one was put before the co-op members for
discussion.

When the news spread. the poor and lower-middle
peasants who had suffered most in the old society
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took the lead in putting up big-character posters =and
sending in applicalions urging l[ormation of a biguer
co-op. Shortly afterwards, there was a meeting of
representatives of the four co-ops’ members who
unanimously adopted a resolution on the formatiom
of a bigger co-operative in Peiyuan and submitted it
to the hsiang government for approval. With tha
hsiang government giving prompt support and another
three advanced co-ops nearby applying for membeor-
ship, the bigger co-op was formally inaugurated. It
had a total of more than 13,000 people (2.700 families)
and took in all of Peiyuan hsiang.

It Is Good to Set Up People's Communes

The rural situation throughout the country at Lha
time was more or less the same as that of Peiyuan.

By 1956 advanced agricultural producers’ co-oms
had been formed on a wide scale in the rural arcas,
Displaying tremendous enthusiasm for socialism, ihe
peasants were determined to rely on the collective
strength to undertake construction projects whick a
single peasant family could never do, so as to cha2
the poor and backward state of the countryside more
quickly. In the wake of the upsurge of farm capital
construction centring around water conservancy works
from winter 1957 to spring 1958, a great leap lorwaed
in socialist construciion iook place throughoot i
country,

Poor and Lower-Middle
Peasants

After liberation, land reform was carried out
in China's countryside to uproot the feudal owncr-
ship of land.

According to the decision of the Party and
Government on determining the class status in
the rural areas, the rural population at the time of
the land reform was classified into landlords, rich
peasants, middle peasants (who were subdivided
into upper-middle, middle and lower-middle pe:s-
ants), poor peasants and workers (including farm
labourers). The landlords and rich peasants belon;:
to the overthrown exploiting classes.

The land reform was followed by the move-
ments to set up agricultural producers’ co-oper:-
tives and people’s communes, and the growing
collective economy has led to a marked improve-
ment in the peasants’ living standards. The term
“poor and lower-middle peasants”™ used in our
articles does not imply their present economic con-
ditions but refers to their class status during the
land reform. Their counterparts in the pastoral
and fishing areas are poor and lower-middle herds-
men and -fishermen.
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The threshing ground of a produciion team in the Peiyuan Commune.

Such a new situation brought new problems. What
peasants wrote in a big-character poster which was
later published by a provincial paper shed some light
on this. Among other things, the poster said: “Thanks
to the wise leadership of the Communist Party, we
were brought on to the road of co-operation. The
mutual-aid teams in the early post-liberation years
made it possible for us to increase production through
mutual assistance. Then came the clementary co-ops
in 1954, which proved to be better than the muiual-aid
teams, With the establishment of advanced co-ops the
following year, private land ownership was abolished.
The merits of collective farming are too many to list.
For one, the co-op members’ living standards have
generally improved.” “However,” it continued, “it is
a pity that the plots are too small to develop water
conservancy, use machines, effect a division of labour,
go in for specialized lines of production. . . .” This
poster expressced the desire of the peasants in their
hundreds of millions to set up bigger co-ops with a
much higher degree of collectivization.

In the case of Peiyuan hsiang, a problem arising
from the decision to set up a bigger co-op was what to
name such a bigger organization. Some people pro-
posed calling it a “farm,” while others preferred “col-
lective farm,” Many disagreed, arguing that both farm
and collective farm were only produclive units and
that this bigger co-op which already embraced all the
peasant families in the hsiang should take charge of
more undertakings than ils predecessor had done.
Elsewhere, some of the newly merged bigger co-ops
were being called people’s communes.

It was just when the Peivuan people were in the
thick of heated discussions that Chairman Mao arrived
on: & visit on August 9, 1958 after summing up the
masses’ experience in selting up bigger co-ops during
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his inspection tour of Hopei and
Honan Provinces. Seeing their
great leader Chairman Mao,
peasants working in the fields
rushed forward to grect him
and shake his hand. Chairman
Mao talked with them cordially
and asked about their produe-
tion and livelihood.

Then vice-chairman of the
bigger co-op, Li Shu-cheng re-
ported to Chairman Mao how
the bigger co-op had been form-
ed. When he said that it was
hard to decide on the nature
and name of the bigger co-op,
Chairman Mao replied: “It is
good to set up people’s com-
munes. Their advantage is that
they combine industry, agricuk™
ture, commerce, education ana
military affairs, thus making
the task of leadership easier.”
Hence the birth of Peivuan Pcople’s Commune, which
had Chairman Mao's enthusiastic support.

Under the personal guidance of Chairman Mao, the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
adopted the Resolution on the Establishment of People’s
Communes in the Rural Areas towards the end of
August 1958. Hardly had the Resolution been made
public than the slogan “Pecople’s communes are fine”
resounded up and down the country.

Shortly after the Peiyuan Commune was set up,
the more than 89,000 advanced co-ops in Shantung
merged into some 1,900 people’s communes. By the end
of December, 1958, more than 99 per cent of China's
peasant houscholds were in communes.

It was with the attention and leadership given by
Chairmun Mao and the Party Central Committee anf
by constanily summing up the masses’ creative ex-
perience that the people’s communes came into
existence, They are rural economic organizations which
integrate government administration with commune
managemen{ and they combine indusiry, agriculture,
commerce, cducation and military affairs; at the same
time, they are grass-roots organizations with political
powcer. Their emergence was the corollary of China’s
political and economic development.

Since the rural people’s communes were a socialist
new-born thing, their birth and growth were bound to
be stubbornly resisted by the class enemies vainly try-
ing to restore capitalism.

When the 8th Plenary Session of the 8th Parly
Central Commitlce was meeling in the lalter half of
1959, Peng Tech-huai, chieltain of the Right opportunist
line, came out with frantic atlacks on the gencral line
for socialist consfruction, the great leap forward and
the people’s communes. This was followed by an inner-
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Pariv  strugele  against Right opportunism  which
dashied Peng Teh-huai and company's schemes to
pieces. During this struggle, the Peiyuan cadres and
masses, bearing in mind Chairman Mao’s teaching
“People’s communes are fine,” cited a host of facts
from their own experience as regards the “big and
public” nuzfure of the people’s communes (bigger in size
and having a higher degree of collectivization) to beat
back the wild onslaughts of the Righl opportunists.

From 1959 to 1961, China’s national cconomy met
with temporary difficultics as a result of the Soviet
revisionists’ perflidiously and suddenly scrapping con-
tracts and withdrawing experls and {hree consecutive
years of natural disasters. Taking advantage of this
opportunity. the renegade Liu Shao-chi plotted to wreck
the people’s communes and restore capitalism. During
this period, most of the Peivuan cadres and masses
firmly resisted this adverse currenl. They declared:
“Dissolving the people’s communes means a great back-
sliding in history and would again fling us into the
abyss ol suffering, We will never tolerate such a
'*.-ng.n

During the Great Proletarian Cullural Revoluiion,
they further eriticized Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao for
interference and sabolage by their revisionist line,
with the result that their people’s commune morve fully
displayed its great vitalily and superiority.

Big and Public

Bigger in size and with a higher degrec of collec-
tivization. the people’s communes are able to elfcct
unificd planning on a wider scope and concenirate a
grealer ameunt of manpower and material resources for
large-scale  Tarm  water conservancy projects. For
example, within the confines of the Peiyuan Communc
there were 270 heclares ol reed marshes formerly be-
longing to the five co-ops. None of them could do
anylhing about this because of difficulties in drawing
up overall plans in a unified way and of a limii o cach
co-op’s manpower and material resources,  So only 20
per cent of the land in Peivuan was under cullivation
More the commune. The first winler after the es-
wolishment of the commune saw it membors trans-
form all marshland into paddylields and lotus ponds.
cut drainage and irrigation channcls and build roads.
Relying on the collective strength of 1the commune. the
Pciyuan peasants also transformed large tracts of
alkaline land (800 hcctares) and arid hilly land (270
hectares) and deep-ploughed and levelled another 1,300
hectares, while sinking power-operated wells and cut-
ting channels and ditches to free more than 90 per cent
of their arable land from drought and water-logging.
All this, coupled with other farm management meas-
ures, resulled in a big increase of grain and vege-
tables. Compared with 1957, the year before the com-
munc was set up, the 1973 per-hectare grain output
was up by 3.5 times and there was a greater variety
of vegetables whose per-hectare yield rose by 50 per
cent and total output by 2.5 {imes.

With o wide range of resources, the people’s com-

munes are able lo go in for farming, forestry. animal
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husbandry. side-line occupations and fishery in an all-
round way. All of Peiyvuan Commune’s hillsides are
now green thanks to tree planting and the opening of
orchards on the slopes and barren hills. A variety of
fruit hang red and lieavy [rom the branches in both
summer and autumn. Areas under water and scallcred
unused land have been turned into [ish ponds and pig-
sties. The commune supplies the cities with lhuge
quantities of fruit, fish and pork every vear.

“Big and public,” lhe people’s communes are also
able to accumulate funds and make a rational division
of labour. The Peiyuan Commune and its production
brigades have built 43 small factories and quarries
producing farm implements, chomical fertilizers and
glass.  With low production costs and quick rcturns,
these small enterprises have given farm production
powerlul support, belter catered to the daily nceds of
the commune members and accumulated funds. The
commune’s total 1973 industrial output value accounted
for 55 per cent of its gross industrial and agricultural
output valuc and 20 per cent of its able-bodied men
and women members working in the [aclovies are
simultancously peasants and workers.

The c¢stablishment of people's communes has
quickened the pace of farm mechanization. When the,
Peiyvuan Commune first came into being, it had only 15
dicsel engines and electric motors totalling 300 h.p. In
the ensuing years as public accumulation funds kepl in=
creasing, it bought 94 {ractors in addition to dicsel
engines and clectric motors, totalling 15.000 h.p. Today
over 80 per cenf of the commune’s fields are tractor-
ploughed and (hreshing, transportation, food processing

Siphoning water from the Yellow Rlver to irrigate the
fields of Peiyuan.
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A workshop of the farm implements factory in Peiyuan.
Sketches by Wang Yang

and fodder crushing are mechanized or
mechanized.

semi-

The road of the people’s communes is one to
achieve a common prosperity for the peasanis. Grow-
ing production is accompanied by great improvement
in commune members’ living standards. Apart from
their fixed asscts, all production teams have more than
tripled their collective deposits in the bank as compared
with the early commune years. Allogethor, colleclive
and individual savings came {to more than a million
yuan. The low. tumble-down thatched huts which
most local peasants used lo live in have given way to
thousands of brick-and-tile houses.

As early as 1957, Chairman Mao pointed out: “In
China the struggle to consolidate the socialist system,
the struggle to decide whether socialism or capitalism
will prevail, will still take a long historical period. But
we should all realize that the new sysiem of socialism
will unguestionably be consolidated. We can assuredly
build a socialist state with meodern industry, modern
agriculture, and modern science and culture.” ~

The new socialist system of the rural people’s com-
munes has been consolidated continuously in the course
of struggle over the last 16 years and has struck deep
roots in Chinese society. “People’s communes are
fine” — this has been fully borne out by the practice
of the peasants in their hundreds of millions,

(Continued from p. 13.)

the period which saw great social changes, with the slave
system collapsing and feudalism on the rise, he spent his
whole life trying to safeguard and save the slave system,
When he was the acting prime minister in the State of Lu,
ke had Shaocheng Mou whe advocated reform executed.
Be toured various ducal states to persuade their rulers to
carry out his counter-revolutionary ideas and engage in
rizstorationist activities, but he was cold-shouldered every-
where he went, He also tried to restore the slave system
through establishing educational undertakings, expunging
aud altering history books, creating public opinions and
training followers. He set up a reactionary ideological
system with “benevolence” as iis core and set forth a pro-
cramme for restoration == “restrain oneself and return to the
rites” He propagated the theory of “mandate of Heaven,”
saying that “life and death are preordained; wealth and
honotir come from Heaven,” the apriorist theory that some
people “are born wiith knowledge,” and the reactionary
educational thinking that “he who excels in learning can be
an official” which looked down upon productive labour.
His main sayings and activities were recorded by his disci-
ples in the book entitled the Analects.

“Mencius (c. 390-305 B.C.) was the main exponent of
the Confucian school in the middle part of the Warring
states Peviod, At that time, the feudal system had either
becn founded or was being founded in the various ducal
stales. Taking the reactionary stand of the declining slave-
owning avistocracy, Mencius wildly opposed the Legalists
who advocated changes, and he stood for doing things after
the paitern of the kings of the past and wanted to put back
the clock of hislery. He put forward the theory of “benev-
olent” rule mainly to oppose revolutionary violence; he de-
manded restoration of the slave system and the hereditary
privileges of the slave-owners. Inheriting and elaborating
the thinking of Confucius, he propagaied the subjective
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idealist theory that “everything is made for me,” the reac-
tionary theory of human nature alleging that “man is good
by nature,” the concept that heroes are the makers of his-
tory as expressed by his saying that “a wise sovereign ap-
pears every 500 years,” and the thinking of the exploiting
classes as expressed in the words “Those who work with
their minds govern, those who work with their hands are
governed.” His thinking and sayings and activities were
recorded in the book Mencius.

5The nine-squares (ching tien) system. This was the
land system in China’s slave society by which the slave-
owners exploited the slaves. In those days, land through-
out the country belonged to the sovereign, the chieftaing™
the slave-owners; land was divided into squares in
shape of the Chinese ideograph # (mecaning a well) and
parcelled out to slave-owners at various levels who foreed
the slaves to cultivate it. The squares were at once units
denoting the size of land parcelled out to the slave-owners
at different levels and units by which the amount of a
slave’s labour was counted, So each and every square, big
or small, was separated by earthen embankments or gullies.

6 The prefecture and county system. After the founding
of the Chin Dynasty, local administrations were founded at
two levels throughout the country. The whole country was
divided into 36 prefectures (several more were added later),
each of which exercised jurisdiction over a number of coun-
ties, with prefecture governors and county magistrates as
the local administrators; all of them were appointed by the
central government and could be transferred or recalled at
any time. This was entirely different from the hereditary
rule by the slave-owning aristocrats, and was known in his-
tory as the prefecture and county system, which formed part
of the administrative structure of the feudal system of cen-
tralized power. From the Chin Dynasty to the end of the
Ching Dynasty, i.e., from 221 B.C, to 1911 A.D,, local adminis-
trative organs were divided into two levels or more, but
there were no substantial changes in the system itself.
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