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China Establishes Diplomatic
Relations With Venezuela

Representalive of the Government
of the People’s Republic of China
Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade Chai
Shu-fan and Representalive of the
Government of the Republic of Vene-
zucla  Foreign  Minister Efrain
Schachl Aristeguicta signed in Cara-
cas on June 28 {he joint communi-
que on the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between China and
Venezucla.

The communique said:  “The
Government of the People’s Republic
of China and the Government of the

@R public of Venczuela, animated by
-he desire of promoting friendship.
co-operation and muiual understand-
ing betwcen the two peoples, have
decided, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of cquality of states, mutual
respect for sovercignty and territo-
rial integrity, non-aggression against
other countries, non-interference in
other countries’ internal alfairs and
peacelul coexistence, to establish dip-
lomatic relations at the ambassa-
dorial Ievel as from June 28, 1974.

“The Government of Venezuela
recognizes the Government of the
Pcople’s Republic of China as the
sole legal government of China. The
Chinesc Government reaffirms that
Taiwan is an inalienable part of the
&*rrilory of the People’s Republic of

hina. The Government of Vene-
zucla lakes note of this position of
the Chinesc Government.

“The Chinese and Venczuclan
Governments have agreed to ex-
change ambassadors within a short
time and to give each other, on the
basis of equal treatment, reciprocal
benefit and friendly consultations
and in conformity with inlernational
practice, all necessary assistance for
the establishment and functioning of
embassies in their respective capi-
tals.”

A Renmin Ribao editorial on June
30 grected the setting up of dip-
lomatic relations by saying that this
“fully conforms to the interesis and
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aspirations of the two peoples and the
Chinese pcople warmly acclaim it.”

The editorial said: “Venczuela is
located on the northern tip of South
Amcrica and is rich in natural re-
sources. The Venezuclan pcople have
a glorious {radition of struggle
against imperialism and colonialism
and have written brilliant chapters
in Latin America’s history of libera-
tion. In recent ycars, they have
achieved {remendous successes in
defending their state sovereignty and
developing. their national cconomy,
especially in the struggle {o protect
their national petroleum interests.
Together with many other Latin
American couniries, Venezuela has
worked and struggled porsistently
against the superpowers’ maritime
hegemonism and in defence of the
200-nautical-mile maritime rights and
sea resources. The Chinese people
deeply admire and firmly support
this.”

It pointed out: “Though China
and Venezuela are separated by
oceans, their peoples have always sup-
ported and encouraged each other in
the fight against imperialism, colonial-
ism and hegemonism. The friend-
ship between the Chinese and Vene-
zuelan peoples has steadily developed
in recent years.”

The edilorial expressed the convie-
tion that the friendly relations and
co-operation betwcen the two coun-
tries will certainly further develop in
the days to come through the common
efforts of both sides.

Chinese Leaders Meet
Dr. Yang Chen-ning

Chinese Parly and state leaders
Wang Hung-wen, Yeh Chien-ying,
Chang Chun-chiao, Teng Hsiao-ping
and Kuo Mo-jo met and had a very
cordial talk with American physicist
Dr. Yang Chen-ning on June 28. Dr.
Yang's relatives, Tu Yu-ming and his
wife, also were present.

On the afternoon of the same day
Comrades Chiang Ching. Chen Hsi-
lien and Chi Teng-kuci met and had
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a very cordial talk with Dr. Yang
and later dined with him. Accom-
panied by Comrade Wu Tch and
others, Dr. Yang also saw {wo
modern revolutionary dance-dramas
that cvening,

Dr, Yang Chen-ning came to China
on June 3 to sce his relatives and for
a visil.

Albanian National Folk Song
And Dance Ensemble in
Peking

Chinese Parly and state leaders
Yeh Chien-ying, Teng Hsiao-ping,
Wu Teh, Ni Chih-fu and Ngapo
Ngawang-Jigme on June 29 attended
a performance by the Albanian Na-
tional Folk Song and Dance En-
semble, the last on its schedule in
Peking. During the intermission,
they met and had a very cordial and
friendly conversation wilh leading
members of the visiling ensemble as
well as its art director, dance trainer
and principal artists.

Chiang Ching, Chen Hsi-lien and
Chi Teng-kuei. Members of the Polit-
ical Burcau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
China, also altended a performance
by the ensemble on June 28,

The ensemble gave ils premicre on
June 24 for audicnces in the capifal.
Yao Wen-vuan., Member of the Polit-
ical Bureau of the Central Com-
mitlee of the Communist Party of
China; Wu Tch. Member of the Polit-
ical Burcau of the C.P.C. Central
Committee and Head of the Cultural
Group Under the State Council: and
others aillended. The audiences
greeted the excellent performance by
the Albanian comrades-in-arms with
repcated applause.

The National Folk Song and Dance
Ensemble of Albania, the land of the
mountain eagle, led by Pali Karafili;
Vice-Chairman of the Executive Com=
mililec of the Tirana District People’s
Council, arrived in Peking on June
20. The ensemble was warmly wel-
comed on its arvival at the airport
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by Yu Hui-yung. Deputy Head of the
Cultural Group Under the State
Council, and other leading members
of the departments concerned and
representatives of Chinese literary
and art workers as well as more than
500 people of the capital. -

Many performers in the ensemble,
which visited China in 1961, are
very familiar to Chinese audiences.
The Albanian comrades-in-arms’ per-
formance tour will surely make posi-
tive contributions to the furtherance
of the revolutionary f{riendship and
unity of the people and literary and
art workers of China and Albania
and to the promotion of cultural
exchanges between the two countries.

On June 25 they visited the China-
Albania Friendship People’s Com-
mune where comrades-in-aris of the
two countries did lrm work side by
side and then had a get-together.
They chatted about the close com-
radeship between the two peoples
forged in their common struggle
against imperialism and revisionism.

Growth of “Barefoot Doctors’
In the Countryside

More than one million *barefoot
doctors” who engage in [arm produc-
tion while doing medical work are
now in China’s countryside. They
are playing an important part in
improving medical and health work
in the villages. protecting peasants’
health, promoting farm production
and pushing ahead the proletarian
revolution in health work.

The “barefoot doctors”™ first ap-
peared in a paddy-rice growing avea
on Shanghai’s outskirts. Some medi-
cal workers in the countryside who
had gone through shori-term training
(generally threc o six months)
worked barefool in the paddyfields
like other village f{olk. Hence the
term “barefoot doctins™ which was
affectionately given them by the vil-
lagers. During the Great Proletarian
Cuitural Revoluiion. health depart-
ments in various places have trained
large numbers of “barefoot doctors”
in accordance with Chairman Mao's
instruclion “In medical and health
work, put the stress on the rural
areas.” In September 1968, Honggqi
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and Renmin Ribao published an in-
vestigation report introducing the
“barefoot doctors” of Chiangchen
People’s Commune on the outskirts
of Shanghai. This was a great sup-
port to the socialist new-born thing,
and “barefoot doctors” inecreased
rapidly throughout China’s country-
side.

The “barefoot doctors” now form
an important force in village public
health work. In most production
brigades, each consisting of one to
several villages, there is one or
several “barefoot doctors.” Every
production team, consisting of a
dozen to several dozen families, has
medical workers and midwives who
are not divorced from production. At
present there are over 3 million such
medical workers in the rural areas.
Many “barefost doctors” and medical
workers are women. The minority
peoples have their own “barefoot
doctors™ and medical workers in the
areas they inhabit.

After being trained on the recom-
mendation of commune members.
“barefoot doctors” strike deep roots
among the masses. With profound
proletarian feelings, they serve the
peasant masses painstakingly and in
all seriousness and do their best to
improve their skill in the course of
practice. Fast maturing, they are
now performing such duties as eur-
ing diseases (generally  speaking.
they can handle common Jocal
diseases after working two to three
years, and some can even treat more
complicated and serious cases), pro-
pagating hygiene among the prople,
organizing mass drives to improve
environmental sanitation and imple-
menting the principle of “putting
prevention first,” working on family
planning programmes and mother
and child care, mobilizing the peas-~
ants to pick, plant and process
medicinal herbs, and running the co-
operative medical service well.

“Barefoot doctors” are playing an
ever greater role in the proletarian
revolution in public health work and
the revolution in medical education.
Since 1970. a number of “barefoot
doctors™ have been seclected and sent
every year to medical colleges and
schools for further study., and the
more experienced ones are asked to

teach and pass on their knowleds o
city medical students doing practical
work in the countryside. They are
also in close contact with hospitals
and other medical institutions in
their localities. Since they retiin the
line qualities of the working prople
and are well acquainted with :he
peasants’ wishes and demands and
the actual needs of rural medical 1nd
health work, they play a tremendous
role in criticizing the revisionist line
in health work and impiementing
Chairman Mao’s revolutioninry line
in this field.

In the current movement (o criti-
cize Lin Piao and Conlucius. toicther
with the broad masses, the *barcfoot
doctors™ in various places repudiate
the crimes of Lin Piao and company
for trying to vestore capitalism and
opposing “barefoot doctors.” i soeir
ist new thing grown up in the Cul-
tural Revolution. They are deter-
mined to translate into action Chair-
man Mao's revolutionary line in
health work with greater conscious-
ness and do medical and health work
in the couniryside well.

Asian Games Selective
Trials End

Selective trials for the T'h Asian
Games evenis in which China will
participate ended in June.

Beginning late April, they includ-
ed 14 evenfs: track and field, swim-
ming (including diving and water

polo).  gymnasties, weightliftird®
basketball, volleyball, [oothall, table
tennis. badminton, tennis. eycling,

shooting, fencing and wreslling. In
some events the selective trials were
held concurrently with the national
competitions that were taking place.

Taking part in the trials in Peking
and other cities were nearly 2,000
athletes from all parts of China,
who brought with them the warm
support of the Chinese people for
the 7th Asian Games. Athletes
among Taiwan-born  compatriots
residing in Japan and the United
States returned to the motherland
for the trials and were warmly
welcomed and acclaimed by the
athletes and spectators in Peking
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and elsewhere for their patriotism
and good performances.

The selective trials were the
biveeit sports event in China since
the Cieeat Proletarian Cultural Rev-
oliinon began. Guided by Chairman
Wi.:0's revolutionary line in physical
culiure and sports, mass sports activ-
ities have progressed further in the
last few years. This has laid a broad
basis for training newcomers and
improving the standard of sports.
Among the compelitors were many
veterans who had won honours f[or
the motherland and a far greater
number of up-and-coming young
people who had come to the fore
during the Great Cultural Revolu-
tion. The average age of the more
than 240 gymnasts taking part in
the irials was 16, while that of the

&:immers 17 (the youngest being

).

Duving the trials which tock place
in the thick of the deepening na-
tfionwide movement to criticize
Lin Piao and Confucius, the par-
ticipants  conscientiously  studied
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought and the documents issued
by the Party Central Committee,
criticized the ultra-Rightist nature
of Lin Piao’s revisionist line and re-
pudiated the influence and maniles-
tations of the revisionist line in
physical cullure and sports. With
their  revolutionary spirit thus
brought forth, they trained hard,
strove for better results and gave
full attention to displaying the spirit
of “friendship first. competition
gcond.” A number of national rec-
ords and junior records in track
and field. swimming, weightlifting.
shooting and cycling were broken.
One markswoman equalled the
world record in the standard pistol
eveil.

At the conclusion of the trials. a
leading member of the All-China
Sports Federation told Hsinhua cor-
respondents that, as a result of the
joint efforts of the Chinese and other
Asian peoples, the Asian Games
Federation expelled the Chiang
Kai-shek clique and restored to the
All-China Sports Federation its legit-
imate rights. Consequently China
has decided to take part in the Tth
Asian Games in Teheran in Septem-
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ber. To live up to the expectalions
of the people of various Asian coun-
tries, he continued, we shall send to
this gala sports meet of the Asian
peoples a contingent of athletes who
arc good ideologically, show fine
sporismanship and have fairly high
skill. On the basis of the develop-
ment of sports in China, he declared,
China will send a sports delegation
composed of more than 300 athletes
and coaches and will participate in
14 cvents at the Asian Games, with
the exception ol boxing and hockey.
Included in the delegation will be
some world title winners and world
or national record holders.

Informing the correspondents that
there will be Taiwan-born people
working in sports and athletes on
the dclegation, he pointed out: As
everyone knows, there is only one
China in the world and that is the
People’s Republie of China. Taiwan
is a province of China. Only the
All-China Sports Federation and its
affiliated associations of various
sports have the right to send teams
representing China in interna-
tional competitions. Athletes from
Taiwan Province can take part in
national compeotitions like those
from other provinces, municipalities
and aulonomous regions and may be
sclected to national teams for inter-
national competilions. The Chinese
people and athletes firmly oppose
the schemes of any international
sports organizations to create “two
Chinas” or “one China and one Tai-
wan” through international sports
aclivilies. A few leaders of some
international sporis organizations.
he further pointcd out. are still
trying to prevent athleles of
other Asian couniries from compei-
ing with their Chinese countevpurts
al the Asian Games; this act which
goes against the tide of history is
bound to meet with firm resistance
and opposition from the peoples of
Asia and the rest of the world, es-
pecially from those in sports circles.

Statement by Leading Member
Of Chinese Football
Association
A statement by a leading member

of the Football As:ociation of the
People’s Republic of China said:

At the recent Congress of the In-
ternational Federation of Fooibal!
Associations (F.LLF.A)), the Kuwauit
Football Association’s proposal urging
the F.LF.A. to expel the Chiang Kui-
shek clique and restore the legitimate
seat to China won majority support,
with 59 votes for and 47 against the
motion. The erroneous stand of “iwo
Chinas™ and “one China, one Tai-
wan,” to which a few people with
ulterior motives in the F.LF.A. ob-
durately clung. met with strong op-
positicn and discontent from the
majority of its members. This once
again shows that it is the common
desire of the Third World and all
countrics and persenages upholding
justice fo restore to China its legiti-
mate seats in international sports
organizalions and expel the Chiung

Kai-shek clique from them. We
express heartlelt gratitude to the
Kuwait Football Association, the

National Football Federation of Al-
bania, the African Football Federa-
tion. the Iranian Football Association
and the Pakistan Footbhall Federation
as well as all other football associa-
tions and personages supporting Ku-
wail’s just proposal.

It must be pointed out that with
support of the majority at the
congress. the Kuwail’s motion should
have been adopted at once. But a
few people with ulterior motives in
the F.LF.A. wilfully obstructed and
sabotaged. Before the voting, they
used the trick of requiring a so-calied
three-quarters majority for the adop-
tion of Kuwail's proposal. As a
result. the proposal was unreason-
ably {urned down under the prefext
that it [ailed to get a three-quarters
majority as required. This is anothor
ugly performance they put on io
obstruct the restoration o China of
its legilimale seal in the F.LF.A. The
Chinese people and football playvers
express great indignation againsi
this.

The present international situation
is excellent. The people all over iho
world and the people of the Third
World in particular are winning new
vietories repeatedly in their struggle
against imperialism. colonialism and

(Continued on p. 29.)
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The Party Exercises Overall

Leadership

ULY 1 is the 53rd birthday of the Communist Party
of China.

Our Party has grown in sirength in the storms of
class struggle and the struggle between the two lines.
Party committees al all levels and vast numbers of
Party members have undergone a new test and tem-
pering in the movement {o criticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius. Practice in the struggle provides further proof
that ours is a great, glorious and correct Party. Our
Party has become sironger, more united and more
vigorous through the Great Proleiarian Cultural Rev-
olulion, now cight ycars old, and through its Ninth and
Tenth National Congresses.

Chairman Mao has taught us: “The Chinese Com-
munist Party is the core of leadership of the whole
Chinese pcople. Without this core, the cause of so-
cialism cannot be victorious.” Of the Party, the govern-
ment. the army, the mass organizations and the cultural
and educational institulions, whether in the east, west,
south. north or cenire ol our country, it is the Party
that excrcises overall leadership. The current move-
ment to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius must be con-
ducted under the centralized leadership of Party com-
mittees. Only when DParty leadership is sirengthened
is it possible to organize the forces in various fields
and attain unity in thinking, policy, plan, command and
action on the basis of Chairman Mao's proletarian rev-
olutionary line. In the course of the movement, il is
normal in Party life to wage struggles inside Party
commitices for the correct line against the crroncous
line and for correct ideas against mistaken ideas, and
to make criticism and sclf-criticism of the shortcomings
and mistakes in their work in line with the principles
“Practise Marxism, and not revisionism; unite, and
don’t split: be open and ahoveboard, and don’t intrigue
and conspire.” This increases the fighting capability
of our Party organizations and enables them to give
the movement more powerful leadership: it does not
in any way imply that Parly leadership may be
weakened.

Most fundamental in sirengthening Party leader-
ship is to unswervingly carry out Chairman Mao's pro-
letarian revolutionary line and policies. It is essential
to have faith in the masses, rely on them, boldly mo-
bilize them and be good at translating Parly policy into
the action of the masses. It is essential to firmly sup-
port the proletarian revolulionary spirit of the masses
and weclecome their criticism and supervision — this is
an indication Lhat our Parly and state are flourishing.
It is essential to go among the masses, sum up in good
time the experience they have gained in struggle, enn-
centrate it and persevere in it. When corfain wrong
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ideas running counier to Marxism arise in a mass niove-
ment, we should adhere to principle and give the
masses guidance. As regards the relationship between
the Party and the masses, Chairman Mao has poinied
out: “The Party must lead the masses to carry out
all their correct ideas in the light of the circumstances
and educate them to correct any wrong ideas they may
entertain,”  We should act in this way.

“The correctness or incorrectness of the ideological
and pelitical line decides everything.” Parly commit-
tees at all levels should adhere to Chairman Mao's pro-
letarian revolutionary line, always stand in the van
of the siruggle to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius.
firmly keep to its general orientation and boldly lea
it forward. They should function as bulwaiks in this
slruggle, capable of leading the proletariat and the
revolutionary masses in using Marxism to occupy all
spheres of the supcrstructure. The movement {o crit-
icize Lin Piao and Confucius has now achieved great
successes. But it is still necessary for the whole Party
{o make tremendous efforts so that the movemoent will
become deep-going, popularized and sustained.  Con-
tingents of worker-peasant-soldier theoretical woikers
and professional theoretical workers have gone into
action in many places. They are studying the history
of the two-line struggles between the Confucian and
Legalist schools in different historical periods over the
past 2,000 years and more and learning from the his-
torical experience of class struggle, so as to keep to
the socialist road. oppose capitalist restoraiion. con-
solidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and ensure
the success of the current struggle to oppose and prevent
yevisionism.  This is an indication that the movement
is devcloping in depth. To relain the initiative igg
leading the movement. Party committees at all level
should keep abreast of new developments and study
new problems. It is nccessary, under Party leadership.
to give full play to the role of the revolutionury com-
mitteos at all levels.  The organizations of waorkers,
peasants. women and youth and other revolutionary
mass organizations should also play their part under
the ceniralized leadership of the Party. Efforts should
be made to unite with more than 95 per ceni of the
masses and cadres. :

“Obey orders in all our aclions, march in step to
win victory.,” Let us unite under the leadership of
the Party Central Committee headed by Chairman
Mao (o win still greater victories in the struggle to
eriticize Lin Piao and Confucius and achieve ncew sue-
eosses in grasping revolution, promoting production
and other work and preparedness against war.

_ - (“Renmin Ribao”_editorial. Jiti¢ 1)
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U.N. Conference on Law of the Sea

Entire Procedural Rules Approved

The Third World countries and a number of Second World countries
succeed in defeating through struggle the two superpowers’ designs to
gain a de facto veto at the conference.

FTER weck-long informal consultations and plenary

session debate, the Third U.N. Conference on the
Law of the Sea in Caracas at a plenary session on the
afternoon of June 27 approved, without voting, the
entire procedural rules.

The procedural rules provide: “Decisions of the
conference on all maiters of substance, including the
adoption of the text of the convention on the law of
the sea as a whole, shall be taken by a two-thirds ma-

MWMority of the representatives present and voting, provid-

ed that such a majority shall include at least a majority
of states participaiing in that session of the conference.”

Agreement was rcached on the procedural rules
after conseculive and intense informal consultations
and the deletion of a “special article” in the draft pro-
posal. Under this “special article,” the final text of the
convention on the law of the sea as a whole shall be
adopted by a “higher majority” of the states partic-
ipating in the session of the conference.

Immediately after ithe adoption of the procedural
rules, the Soviet delegate took the floor to express dis-
satisfaction. Conference sources disclosed that the
Soviet delegation had obstinately insisted despite the
opposition by many other dclegates that the final text
of the convention on the law of the sea should be
adopled by a “higher majorily” of the states participat-
ing in the session of the conference. At the June 24
meeting for consultations, the Bulgavian delegation

My ubmitted a draflt proposal that the final text of the

convention on the law of the sea should be adopled by
a two-thirds majority of all states participaling in the
conference. This is where the “special article” camec
from.

Discussions on the procedural rules began on June
21. During the onc-week debate, a sharp confronta-
tion took place between a few maritime powers rep-
resented by the two superpowers on the one hand and
the majority of Third World countries as well as such
couniries as Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Iceland,
Greece and Spain on the other. This struggle centred
on the question of what sort of majority was required
for the approval of the convention on the law of the
sca. Both supcrpowers stressed a “consensus™ which in
fact would enable them to have a veto. However, the
superpowers’ unreasenable demand was exposed -and
opposed there and thcn by representatives of many
Third World countries.
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The Chinese represcntative pointed out thal it was
necessary to have full consultations and seek mutual
understanding on maiters of substance. Bul vigilunce
should be kept against some people who, in the guise
of “consensus,” were in realily insisting on possessing
the “velo” at the conference so as to maintain their
vested interests as hegemonic powers. He also pointed
out that the Third World countiriecs, coastal or land-
locked, have identical fundamental inlerests. Any dif-
ference they have on certain concrete questions can be
resolved rcasonably by mulual understanding and ac-
commodation and through friendly consultations on an
equal footing.

The Peruvian representative pointed out that the
tactics of the big stales are clear: They insisied on a
“consensus” to maintain the status quo and make the
majority of the countries renounce the rights to del end
their sovercignly and even sacrifice the present and
future interests of their peoples.

The Ivory Coast represeniative said that the con-
ference could not allow its decision to be wrecked by a
minority consisting of the Eastern and Western devel-
oped countries.

One afler another, representalives of Ecuador,
Kenya, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Trinidad and
Tobago, Nigeria and other countries pointed out that
the voling rules advecated by the lwo superpowers were
in fact an altempt to obtain a veto against the Third
World countries’ defence of their maritime rights. Many
representatives indicated that no special rule should be
made on the voting of the final text of the convention
on the law of the sca.

Taniela Tufui, representative of Tonga, declared
that after listening to the speeches by other delegates he
withdrew his support for the Soviel proposal.

Representatives of many Third World countries ex-
posed the superpowers’ activilies of creating dissension
and division among Third World countries. They main-
tained that in working out the law of the sea, the in-
terests of land-locked and geographically disadvantaged
states should be taken into consideration. Some delega-
tions of Third World countries were of the opinion that
developing coastal and land-locked nations should co-
ordinate and harmonize their positions on the basis of
common interest,



Before adopting the draft rules of procedure of the
Credentials Committee, the plenary session warmly dis~-
cussed the amendment put forward by the Chinese
delegation. Explaining the reasons for the amendment,
the Chinese representative stressed that cvery session
of the conference on the law of {he sea should have
the right to examine the credentials of all representa-
lives to the conference. The last sentence of Article 4
of the original draft stipulates that “at the subsequent
sessions of the confercnce it shall examine only the
credentials of represeniatives newly aceredited.” This
in fact restricts and deprives the conference of its right
lo examine matters relaling to credentials as a whole.
This is mos! unreasonable. Thercfore. he proposed that
the sentence be deleted or a necessary amendment be

First-Round Victory

made to it so as {0 ensure the conference the right to
examine maltters on credentials.

After the Chinese delegate spoke, delegates of
Egypt, Cameroon, Irag. Albania, the Congo. Algeria,
Guinea, Peru, Cuba, Madagascar, Sencgal. Romania,
Pakistan and Morocco took the floor to express support
for the Chinese amendment.

The said article. amended after consultalion in ac-
cordance with the principle proposed by the Chinese
delegation, was passed without voting. The conference
hall then resounded wilh warm applause. Only the
American delegate expressed reservation about this
article.

The conference gencrai debate began on June 28.

HE Second Session of the Third U.N. Conference on
the Law of the Sea adopted, without voting and by
unanimous approval, all the rules of procedure for the
conference on the afternoon of June 27 after a week of
hot debate and fierce struggles. The conspiracy of the
two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United
States, to obtain the right of veto in a disguised form
has been frustrated. This is a first-round victory of the
Third World countries and other small and medium-
sized countiries in holding fast to their just stand.

Taking his stand of maritime hegemonism and ex-
pansionism in the course of debate, the Soviet represent-
ative worked in concert with the other superpower and
made a big to-do about the decision-making in an
attempt to place obstacles in the way of the conference
and prevent the birth of a new law of the sea. However,
through the efforts of the Third World countries to
eliminate internal divergences and unite to oppose
hegemonism, the conference turned down a number of
unreasonable proposals on voling put forward by the
superpowers,

" Essence of the Debate

The essence of the debate on the rules of procedure
at the conference attended by over 140 countries was
whether to respect the opinions of the majority of small
and medium-sized countries in the world in establishing
a new system on the law of the sea or to allow the super-
powers to decide everything arbitrarily and acquire the
right of veto against these countries.

Indeed, “the situation is getting pretty hot” for the
superpowers at the current conference on the law of the
sca. They are in a position of defendants on many im-
portant issues, including the 200-nautical-mile maritime
rights and the system of passage of straits for interna-
tional navigation within the territorial sea of the coastal
countries. They are absolutely in the minority. They
tremble with [right in the face of the Third World and
the small and medium-sized couniries which form the
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majority. They fear thal their privilege of dominating‘
the sca will be denisd by the majority and tharelore
they are doing their vimost to acquire the right of veto
againsi it,

Soviet Stand for Hegemonism

To defend its muritime hegemony, the Soviet
Union, a supecrpower, has in recent years wanted to
maintain the system of the old law of the sea and is
reluctant about a conference on working out a new
law of the sea. Last fall when the U.N. General Assem-
bly passed a resolution for convening the Third U.N.
Conference on the Law of the Sea put forward mainly
by Third World countries, the Soviet representative ab-
stained twice at a group meeting and a session of the
Assembly on the pretext that “the opportunity has not
yet ripened.” When the First Session of the Third U.N.
Conference on the Law of the Sea was held in New
York last December to discuss the rules of procedure,
the Soviet representafive brazenly proposed at the
meeting that the confercnce should discuss matters of‘
substance “by consensus.” In other words, the eon-
ference could not make any decision without consent by
the superpowers. The Soviet representative  also
clamoured withoui any reason: “No group of states
should be allowed to impose its views on others by
means of an arithmetical majority™; “any decisions the
conference might adopt should not impair the legiti-
mate interests of any group of states.” In short, the
Sovict Union is afraid of the majority and veling. It
dreads that small and medium-sized countries will rise
in rebellion against its maritime hegemony!

This arbitrary and despotic attitude of the Soviet
Union met with stern repudiation on the spot from
many representatives of the Third World countries.

The superpowers had to change their tactics in the
face of firm opposition from many countries. As is
known, according to the rules of procedure of the U.N.
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General Assembly. decisions on important matters used
to be taken by a two-thirds majority of the member
nations present and voting. However, the U.S. rep-
resentative, disregarding the rules, advocated that such
decisions should be taken by a two-thirds majority of
representatives of states participating in the conference,
no matter whether they are present and voting. The
Soviet representative went even farther by advancing
the totally absurd proposal that in case consensus can-
not be reached on matters of substance and voling is
necessary, “decisions of the conlerence shall be taken
by a nine-tenths majority of the representatives pres-
ent and voting.” Such a voling method, which allows
the one-tenth minority to veio rhe opinion of the ab-
solute majority of nine-tenths, is unprecedented in the
United Nations and in international relations. As a
result of obstruction and sabotage by the superpowers,
the rules of procedure of the conference could not be
mapped out at the first session of the conference
which lasted more than ten days.

At the beginning of thc second session in Caracas,

“®™ the Soviet representative reiterated the ridiculous

stand on the requirement of a nine-tenths majority for
making decisions. But since this proposal bared the
hegemonic nature of the Sovict revisionists’ position and
it had bcen subjected to thorough repudiation, the
Soviet representative dared not stress it again in open
discussions but repeatedly advocated in informal
consultations that the practice of “consensus’ had been
increasingly adopted by internaiional conferences and
that decisions on major questions ought to be made by
“the broadest majority” at the current conference.
Meanwhile, Bulgaria came forth at the plenary session
with a propoesal thai while the articles of the new con-
vention on the law of the sea could be separately adopt-
ed by a simple majority in the commitiees, the con-
vention as a whole must be finally put to a vote at a
plenary session during which a ftwo-thirds majority of
the states participating in the conference is required
for adoption. The proposal was agrced to and supported
by the United States at the meeting.

Third World Countries Play Important Role

Many representatives of the Third World countries
immediately saw through this proposed voting proce-
dure as another attempt by (he superpowers to pre-
serve the right of veto in a disguised form. Going
straight to the point, the representative of Kenya told
the meeting that if such a formula was adopted, the
provisions adopted by the commitices after ten weeks
of discussions could still be voted down by the minority
countries when the provisions were finally put to a
vote as a whole. This was merely a revamped formula
to postpone the veto, he declared.

In the course of consultations, the representative of
Peru sternly castigated the schemes of the superpowers,
He pointed out that the couniries which had dominat-
ed others by power and force now sought to dominate
by veto, to impose their will upon the majority coun-
tries which had needed others’ constant help but today
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rose up against domination by the most powerful
nations.

During the consultations, the Canadian representa-
tive pointed out that certain people insisted on o two-
thirds majority vote of the countries participating in the
conference. “This is too excessive,” he said.

What warrants attention is that in the course of the
debate, the two superpowers tried their bosi to drive
a wedge between the land-locked states and the coastal
states in a vain attempt to extricate themselves from
their dilemma. However, the basic interests of the
developing countries, whether land-locked or coastal
states, are idenlical; and certain disagreements be-
tween them can certainly be settled rcasonably through
friendly consultations on the basis of mutual respect for
each other's sovereignty and of {ighting in unity
against the hegemonic powers. They huave come to
realize more and more that both the land-locked and
coastal states will suffer equally if the schenies of the
hegemonic powers succeed.

The debate on the rules of procedurs wus the pre-
lude to a sharp and complicated struggle centring
round the whole issue of the law of the sea. However,
it reflected the characteristics and trend of the times.
The outcome of the debate proved once again that on
such an international problem of vital imporiance as

the law of the sea. the day when the superpower: could
dictate and decide everything in accordance with itheir
hegemonistic inlerests is gone for ever and ithat the

Third World couniries and small and moedivm-sized
countries are playing a more and more imporiant roje,
After adoption of the rules of procedure the Soviet rep-
resentative, unable to restrain himself, ocpenly came cut
at the meeting to give vent to his dissatislaction,
complaining that the rules of procedure were unablie to
“meet” the Soviet demands. This amply reflects the
predicament of “flowers fall off, do what one may”
that the superpowers are in.

Though the Third U.N. Conference on ihe Law of
the Sca has wound up its debate on procedural maticts,
it will face a still more arduous and complicated sirug-
gle when discussion on substantive matters begins.
Even on matiers of procedure, the superpowers stub-
bornly insisting on their hegemonic stands can put up
new obstacles.,

But the struggle of the Third World countries to
oppose maritime hegemony and defend their sovercigntly
and the interests of their national economics is nol to
be checked by any force, as it conforms to the general
trend and popular fecling.

It is certain that so long as the countries and peo-
ples of the Third World persist in unity and unite with
all forces that can be united, they will be able to
frustrate the schemes of the superpowers. make the
conference a success and contribute to working out a
new system of the law of the sea in conformity with the
fundamentat interests of the people of the world.

(A commeniary by Hsinhua Correspondent, June 27)
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Soviet Revisionist Social-lmperialisis Are Enemy
Of Third World on Maritime Issue

HE Soviet social-imperialists have in recent years

made a number of lengthy and arrogant statements
on the maritime issue, These statements are intended
to “justify” their expansionist moves for maritime
hegemony and to wildly attack the Third World coun-
iries’ just stand in defending their state sovereignty
and maritime rights and resources. This indicates that
the Soviet revisionists are the vicious cnemy of the Third
World on the maritime issue, as well as on other issues.

S.G. Gorshkov, Vice-Minister of Defence and Com-
mander-in-Chicf of the Navy of the Sovict Union, has
publicly stated that Soviet social-imperialism intends to
contend with the other superpower for maritime
domination and he has launched unbridled attacks on
the rising Third World standing in the way of Soviet
social-imperialism’s madly ambitious designs. In his
book The Navy in Time of War and Peace, he raves:
“Today there still exists a grave threat of a further
division of the world seas. The pronounced charac-
teristic in the present stage is that some developing
countries in Asia, Africa and Lalin America insist that
the existing law on the use of the world seas should
be re-examined.”

Gorshkov's remarks show that Soviet social-
imperialism has met a powerful opponent — the coun-
tries of the Third World —at a time when it secks
maritime hegemony. The reason Gorshkov lashes out
at the Third World is that its coastal stales have firmly
demanded the replacement of the obsolete law of the
sea by a new law which would defend their maritime
rights and resources and would thus prevent the world
seas from continuing to be the “private seas” of one or
iwo superpowers in which they manoeuvre at will on
the pretext of “security interests requirements.” Herein
lies the focus of struggle between the coastal states of
the Third World and the maritime powers represented
by one or two superpowers.

Stubborn Guardian of Old Law of the Sea

Calering to its need for expansionist moves to
obtain maritime hegemony, Soviet social-imperialism
has been the stubborn guardian of the old law of the
sea. Gorshkov himself arroganily declared that what
should be done on the maritime issue “is not to change
the criteria of the international law of the sea” but “to
strictly abide by the cxisting regulations.” The Soviet
paper Krasnaya Zvezda recently stated: “The principles
of the law of the sea stemmed from universally accepted
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rules in exisling internatisnal relalions (such a-
frcedom of the high seas and ofher principles). No
country should unilaterally rcfuse to abide by these
rules.” In a word, in the eyes of the Soviet revisionist
ruling group, the old order of the sea reflecting the
colonialist interests of the maritime powers is inviolable.

In fact, the old law of the sca was never universally
accepted. It was imposed by a few imperialist maritime
powers on the great majority of the countries of the
world. C. John Colombos, a British “authority” on the
law of the sea, blunily admitted that in former timed
the so-called international law of the sea was Anglo-
American “law. And yet, flaunling the label of
“socialism” and calling itself the “natural ally” of the
Third World, the Soviet revisionist leading group has
totally taken over the old law of the sca of old-line im-
perialism, guards it with might and main, and opposecs
the just demand of the other countrics of the world.
particularly of the Third World, to safeguard their na-
tional maritime rights and resources. Does this not
cxpose the social-imperialist features of the Soviet revi-
sionists as clearly on the maritime issue as they are
unmasked on other issucs?

Soviet Revisionist "Principle of the
Freedom of the Seas”

The aim of the Sovict revisionists in so strenuously
defending the old law of the sea is to keep its essence
— “the principle of the freedom of the seas” —intact in

order to “legalize” their expansionist moves for mari-€f

time domination. According to their definition, “the
freadom of the scas,” for which they ave agitaling, com-
prises: “Ircedom of navigation,” “[recdom of fishing,"
“frecdom of air tralfic,” “Irecdom of scientilic research”
and so on. Judging by their practice on the seas, these
“freedoms™ are to all inlents and purposes freedoms for
them to encroach upon the ferritorial waters and the
territorial air space of other counlries, 10 plunder their
fishery resources, to collect military intelligence and
economic information and to engage in espionage on a
large scale against other countries. Obviously, if the
Sovict revisionists enjoy these hegemonic “freedoms,”
then the Third World and many other coastal states
cannot possibly have the freedom {o protect itheir na-
tional maritime rights and resources. At last yecar’s Sea-
Bed Committee meeting and the U.N. General Asscmbly
session, some delegates of Asian, African and Latin
American countries poinledly remarked: “Freedom of
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ihe high scas referred 107 in the old law of the sea “is
nathing but an instirument for a few countries to envich
themeelves™ and that “such ‘freedom’ is actually ireedom
o maintain inequality.”

Bueause the Soviel revisionist leading group regards
the sovercignty of the Third World and many other
coastal states as an obsiacle io its application of the
“principle of the freedom of the seas,” it goes so far as
to apply Brezhnev's “theory of limited sovereigniy” to

the maritime issuc. i

The Soviet revisionists first of all apply this in-
famous “theory” to encroachmenis on the sovereignty
of the coastal statcs over the straits within the latter's
ferriforial waters. In his arlicle published in the Soviet
magazine Morskoi Flot, issue 3, 1974, S.V. Molodtsov,
Soviet member of the U.N, Preparatory Committee for
the Third U.N. Conference on the Law of the Sea, stated
anew that ships and aircraft of all countiries must have
“free passage”™ through and over the straits within the
Lterritorial seas of the coastal states. He accused some
coastal states of “displaying a naked tendency, under
the cloak of establishing so-called ‘pcaceful passage’ by
foreign ships ithrough internalional straits,” to serve “as
sentinels” of important international sea lanes where
they can act as they please.” He raised a hue and cry
that this issue “cannot be left to the arbitrary decision
af the coasial strait states, nor be decided according to
their will.” Here, the Soviel revisionists’ logic is: The
hegemonic interests of the superpowers are supreme.
Hence, the right of the coastal states to exercise
sovereignty over the strails within their territorial seas
must be restricted; the coastal strait states cannot serve
as “sentinels” of their own national security and eco-
nomic inierests; they cannol “arbilrarily decide” on
measures that are within the bounds of their national
sovereigniy and should even refrain from acting of iheir
own accord. Failure to do so mcans they “act as they
please.” This arrogant Soviet revisionist attitlude shows
the lengths to which they go in seeking hegemony in
total disregard ol the sovereign righis of other countries.

“Limited Sovereignty” on Issue of Fishing

On the issue of fishing on the seas the Soviet
revisionists also apply the “theory of limited sover-
eignty” to many developing coastal states. A draft
article on fishing submitted by them to the U.N. Sea-
Bed Committee provides that “in the areas of the high
seas directly adjacent to its tervitorial sea or fishery
zone (not exceeding 12 miles), any coastal statc may an-
nually reserve to itself such part of the allowable
catch . . . as can be taken by vessels navigating under
that state's flag.” That part of the allowable caich of
fish which is not reserved “may be taken by vessels
navigating under the flags of other states.” Sovietl
delegate Volkov said at the August 13, 1971 U.N. Sca-
Bed Committee meeting that the Soviet Union drafted
this provision because countries advocating the right of
a coastal state to lish in waters exceeding 12 miles from
its coast “‘often are incapable of fully exploiting the

July 5, 1974

resources within their own territorial seas, let alone the
resources in waters distant from their coasts,” Do ihese
overbeaving  atlitudes of the Soviet revisionists not
derive from the “limited sovercignty theory” they preach
that “the sovereignty over the natural resources d:nends
to a greatl exient upon the capability of the indusiry of
the developing countries to utilize these resources™?

In recent years, the Soviel revisionists have also
“invented” numerous other fallacies on the question of
fishing on the seas. For instance, they claim that “fish
do not recognize the borders imposed by man.” Hence
the necessity to restrict the sovereignty of the coastal
states over their off-shore fishery resources so as to
allow the maritime powcrs io fish and “¢xtond the
conirol of fishing to all arcis where fish live.”” These
fallacies show up the ugly features of the Soviet revi-
sionists who speak the language of the tyrant: I must
have fish wherever it is. On the other hand, these fal-
lacies also show the predicament they are in, for they
have to depend on the habits of fish for the argument
to justify their hegemonic practices. At a U.N. Sea-Bed
Committee meeting, a Guyannese delegate said the Soviet
argument that leaving uncaught fish to perish was a loss
to the inlernational community was “a palpable absurd-
ity.” Such conceptis “arc in fact specious rationaliza--
tions for the continucd rape of the world's occans for,
the benefit of a few privileged members of the interna=|
tional community.” '

Day of Doom of Maritime Hegemony Is
Drawing Nearer

With the Third World's steady awakening and'
growth in strength, a united front against maritime
hegemony, with the Third World coastal states as the
main force and embracing a number of Sccond World
countries, is expanding with each passing day. At pres-
ent, this torrential current is heavily pounding the old
order based on the old law of the sca. and spearheading
its attack directly at the “principle of the freedom of
the scas” for which the two supcrpowers, particularly
Soviet social-imperialism, have agitated so strenuously.
At the U,N. General Assembly session and the UN.
Sca-Bed Committec mecting in 1973, representatives of
the Third World countries explicitly peinted out: “The
traditional concepts of the frecedom of the seas must be
changed.” They said “the law of the sea ean in no way
be framed by the big powers.” A declaration of the 1973
Summit Conference of Non-Aligned Countries said:
“The ncw rules of the law of the sea must effectively.
contribute to the elimination of threats to the security
of slates and ensure respect for their sovereignty and
territorial integrity.” No matter how hard the Soviet
revisionists may try to bring up various arrogant and
arbitrary claims on the maritime issue and no maller
how strenuously they and the other superpower may:
step up their coniention on the sea, the day of doom of
maritime hegemony is drawing nearer and nearer.

(A commentary by Hsinhue Correspondent)
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A Just Demand

by “Renmin Ribao” Commentator

HE Fifth Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference con-

cluded in Kuala Lumpur on June 25. Acting on
the proposal ef Pakistan. the conference unanimously
adopted a resolution calling on all couniries possessing
nuclear weapons not to use nuclear weapons against any
non-nuclear weapon couniry. In additien, it adopted
other resolutions expressing support for the struggle of
the Arab and Palestinian people, condemnation of
Israeli aggression, backing of African liberation move-
menis and a demand for closer ties belween the
Islamic conference and the Organization of African
Unily. These resolutions reflect the commen aspirations
of all Islamic couniries and are of great importance
to safeguarding the sovereigniy and independence of
non-nuclear weapon couniries, opposing nuclear

Pakistan Spokesman: China Resolutely
Supports Pakistan’s Just Struggle

“China will continue to give full and resolute
support to Pakistan in her just struggle in de-
fence of her national independence and state
sovereignty against foreign aggression and in-
terference, including that against nuclear threat
and nuclear blackmail,” the spokesman of the
Pakistan Foreign Minisiry said in a statement
on the afternoon of June 26, according to an
APP report.

Referring to the result of Secretary of the
Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs Agha Shahi’s
recent visit to China, the spokesman said: “China
has expressed her firm opposition fo the atiempt
of any couniry {o pursue expansionism by means
of nuclear threat or nuclear blackmail. China has
also reiterated her consistent positien that nuclear
weapons should be completely prohibited and
thoroughly destroyed and, as a first step, coun-
tries possessing nuclear weapons shauld un-
deriake the obligation not ta be the first to use
nuclear weapons, pledging in particular not to
use them against non-nuclear weapon countries
and nuclear-weapon-free zones.”

He added: “China will continue her efforts
for the realization of this position and hopes that
other nuclear countries will also undertake the
above-mentioned obligation.”

14

threat and blackmail and strengthening unity and
mutual support among the people of the Third World
countries. The Chinese Government and people eon-
gratulate the Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference on
ils successes.

Prevention of nuclear war, removal of nuclear
threat and complete prohibition and thorough destruc-
tion of nuclear weapons are a matter of great impor-
tance affecting the peace and security of all the
countries in the world. There are always two opposite
attitudes towards the matter. In order to defend
state sovercignty, independence. peace and security,
the people of all countries the world over oppose the
superpower policy of nuclear blackmail and threat,
stand for the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of nuclear weapons and ecall upon all
countries possessing nuclear weapons, first of all, the
iwo superpowers, the United States and the Soviet
Union, not to use nuclear weapons against any non-
nuclear weapon eountry. In defiance of the just
demand of the people of all countries, the superpowers
are intensifying their nuclear arms expansion and war
preparations and stockpiling more nuclear weapons.
They obdurately refuse to undertake the obligation not
to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear weapon
couniries and persist in the policy of carrying cut
nuclear blackmail and threat against other countries.
Harbouring the ambition to become a sub-supcrpower,
a certain country, though not a superpower, is engaged
in arms expansion and war preparations and even
resorts to nueclear blackmail and threat to realize its
expansionist designs.

The Pakistan Government and people have always
opposed any aggression and threat [rom outside.
Afltler India’s recent nuclear blast, Prime Minister Z.A.
Bhutto told the Pakistan National Assembly: “It is
out of the question” for Pakistan “to submit to the
nuclear blackmail of India.” The solemn stand of the
Pakistan Government expressing the Pakistan people’s
unwavering determination to defend state sovereignty
and independence in defiance of brute force has won
sympathy and support from many countries,

Taking note of the fact “that on May 18, 1974,
India exploded a nuclear device,” the resolution of
the Fifth Islamic Foreign Ministers Conference declared
“firm support of the member countries of the Islamic
Confercnce 1o the political independence, territorial in-
tegrily and state sovercignty of non-nuclear weapon
slales against nuclear threat,” and called upon all
nuclear-wcapon states not to use or threaten to use

(Continued on p. 26.)
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Confucius —the Man

by the Mass Criticism Group of Peking and Tsinghua Universitics

ONFUCIUS was a stubborn, fiecce but very weak

man: be was sinister. cunning and rotten to the
core, This was the nature of (he declining slave-own-
ing class he represented and a fceature common to
representatives of all reaclionary classes on the verge
of extinction. Thorcugh expesure of Confucius’ reac-
tionary features is of great significance teday in order
to see threcugh such political swindlers as Wang Ming,
Liu Shao-chi and Lin Piao and counter-atlack the
adverse cuirrent of retrogression and restoration.

Restoration Mania to Turn Back the
Wheel of History

Confucius (551-479 B.C.) lived {owards the cnd of
the Spring and Autumn Period. Slave uprisings, revolis
by the common pcople and the struggle to seize power
by the ncw emerging landlord class of that time con-
verged into an irresistible tide of history pounding the
rotting slave system, and the result was that the “rites
were lost and music was ruined” and the slave-
owning class as a whaole [aced imminent .doom. The
newly rising landlord class was moving to dominate the
stage of history in the course of sharp class struggle.

Confucius was born in a declining slave-owning
aristocratic family whose position was fast falling in the
great social upheaval. His ancestors were big
aristocrats in the State of Sung (the Shangchiu area in
eastern Honan Province today) and his [orefathers later
moved to the State of Lu (the present-day southwestern
part of Shantung Province). After his father Tseu Shu
Ho died, the family further declined. Having received
the reactionary cducation of the slave-owning .class in
his boyhood, he took the reactionary road of defending
and restoring the slave system frvom his youlh. The
decadence of his class and the decline of his family made
him fight to restore the lost “paradise” even more stub-
bornly and furiously. His life-long dream of restora-
tion was to “revive states that were -extinct, reslore
families that had lost their pesitions, and .call to -office
those who had fallecn into obscurity.” Its .concenirated
expression was the reactionary political line “restrain
oneself and return to the rites.”

What were the “rites”? They meant the superstrue-
ture of the slave system in the Western ‘Chou Dynasty.
Lauding them to the skies, Confucius said: “How
prosperous and rich and colourful were the institutions
of Chou! I worship them!” The slave system -of Chou,
in lact, was an .exiremely reactionary, dark and rotten
social system that already had become outdated in his
time. Its “richness and colourfulness” came straight
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from the blood of multifudes of slaves! Under this
system the slave-owners did not treat slaves as human
beings in the least. A horse plus a skein of silk cculd
be exchanged for five slaves. Deprived of any poiconal
freedom, slaves were forced to do heavy physicual labour
and were cruclly oppressed and exploicd. 1f a slave
{ricd Lo escape and was caught, one leg would b sawed
off and he would then be threwn info the fields. “siay-
ing logether with the animals™ to dic a miserable death
of cold and hunger. On the other hiund, extremoly
luxuricus and decadent were the lives of the slave-
owners who lived off the sweat and blood of the wx-
ploited slaves. After death they would be buricd in
large and grandiose tombs. and somcilimes as many
as 100 slaves were ruthlessly killed or buried alive io
accompany the corpse in a tomb. The “rites”™ Confucius
wanted to restore meant hell for the slaves and paradise
for the slave-owyners. Because this system ruined large
numbers of people who had labour power and wasted
a huge amount of the fruits of labour, it had become a
serious obstacle to the development of the productive
forces.

Confucius strongly cherished the old sysiem. old
order and old culture of the past slave-owning class und
had inveterate hatred for the then excellent revolu-
tionary situation. Nothing but counier-revolutionary
revanchist ideas existed in his mind. Confronted by the
battle dust of slave uprisings, he cursed the slaves as
“bandits™ and a “scourge” and wanted to kill every cne
of them. In putting down one uprising, slave-ownors
in the State of Cheng killed all the slaves involved.
When Confucius heard of this. he praised ii: “Good for
the killing!” Confucius’ preeept “restrain oneself and
return to the rites” simply meant that the slave-owners
were justiflied in slaughicring slaves while the latier
were not justified to rebel against the former. He was
an out-and-out sworm enemy of the emancipation of
the slawes!

As Conlucius saw it, everything about the slave
system of the Chou Dynasty, from the nine squares
(ching tien) land system* {o law and from muic lo wine
cups, was perfect and sacrosanci. He [rantically jump-
ed out to oppose any change made by the new emerg-

*This was a land system in China’s slave society under
which the slave-owners exploited the slaves. At that time
all the land in the country belonged to the king of the Chou
Dynasty, chieftain of the slave-owners. Every piece of
land was divided into nine squares in the shape of the
Chincse character ching and parcelled out to slave-owning
aristocrats of different ranks who forced the slaves 10
cultivate the land they had been given.
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ing landlord class to the economic base and the super-
structure and was dead against all new-born things
arising from the big social upheaval. When his disciple
Jan Chiu helped the House of Chisun, which held the
rank of ta fu (senior official) in the State of Lu, adopt
the land {ax system that promoted the development of
the [cudal relations of production, Confucius iruculent-
v urged his other disciples to “beat the drum and set
upon him.” When the State of Tsin cast a tripod in-
saribed with the laws® and thus undermined the slave
svstem's order of noble and low, he cursed that Tsin
would “be doomed.” When he heard that the new
emerging landlord class in the State of Chi killed Duke
Chien, the state’s slave-owner chieflain, and scized
power, Confucius was 71 and confined to bed because
ol a scrious illness. Still he made a desperate effort
fo get out of bed and tottered off to see the ruler of
the State of Lu, repeatedly asking him to send a puni-
tive force,

His hostility = towards the new and unreserved
efforts to prevent the old from dying out reached a
state of madness. This mania for “returning 1o the
rites” was exactly one of turning back the wheel of
history!

Hypocritical and Cunning Political Swindler

Sinister and cunning, Confucius pretended to be
on: who “loved people,” but all the time he was deter-
mined to defend and restore the man-eating politics
of the slave system. He always spoke of benevolence
and righteousncss and preached the doetrine of the
mean, would not shoot birds in their nests or fish with
a big rope having too many hooks. He seemed like 2 man
who loved not only people but birds and fish as well.
Actually he was a hard-hearted fierce devil. Presuming
to be a benevolent man, one of his disciples once pro-
vided some porridge for the toiling slaves. Regarding
this as an offence against the “rites of Chow.” Con-
fucius flew into a rage and immediately sent people
there lo break the pot and bowls and spill the porridge
on the ground. This was an example of what Confucius
called “the benevolent man laves people.” He was an
utter hypocrite!

Confucius also did his utmost to peddle “sincerity.”
By saying that “an insincere man cannot get on at all,”
he (ried to make people believe that he was the most
sincere person under heaven. In reality “sincerity”
always has its class nature. The “sincerity” Confucius
talked about was only a means of the slave-owning
aristocrats for deceiving people. He admilted that “the
superior man only pays attention to upholding the right
way and need not keep his word.” In other words, you
can tell any lie and do anything perfidious to advance

* Representatives of the new emerging landlord class
in the State of Tsin cast in 513 B.C. an iron tripod inscribed
with the laws, which set some restrictions on the slave-
owners, and thus made them known to the public. Confucius
firmly opposed this. .
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the counter-revolutionury doctrine of “restraining onc-
self and returning to the rites.” On his way to the
State of Wei, Confucius was surrounded somewhere by
the masses revolting against Wei and was prevented
from going there. Taking an oath under heaven. he
reached an agreement with the masses in revolt that he
would not go to Wei. But no sooner was he set frce
than he stealthily went to the ruler of Wei, passing on
information about the masses in revolt, offering his
proposals and urging the State of Wei to put down the
uprising by armed force. Taking an oath to your face
and stabbing you in the back — this was Confucius'
“sincerity”!

All political swindlers pay close attentlion to spying
out the land, trimming their sails to the wind and
frequently disguising their looks to suit different occa-
sions. Cenfucius wus no exception. A coup d'etat to
overthrow the rule of the new emerging landlord class
took place in the State of Lu in 501 B.C. Learning of
this, Confucius was ecslatic and danced with joy. He
saw the coup as his opportunily to attain a big success
in “returning to the rites” and thercfore clamoured for @
“reviving the institutions of Chou in the east,” that is,
the State of Lu. Bul the coup was short-lived. Con-
cealing his efforls to take part in it, he won the con-
fidence of the new emerging landlord class and soon got
hold of the important posts of police chief and acting
prime minister of Lu.

Truculent and Ruthless Big Tyrant

Once in power. Confucius immediately converled
the hope of restoralion into attempts at restoration.
feverishly carried oul his reactionary political line,
cruelly suppressed thc working people and the new
emerging landlord class and, in particular, put the masses
of women in the lowest stratum of society.

Though he openly stated that engaging in politics
did not require killing at all, Confucius the hypocrite
bared his fierce features as a big tyranl when he had
some power. Within the short period of three months
while serving as acting prime minister, he reached his
sinister hand out to Shaocheng Mou, a reformist of the
new emerging landlovd class, killed him and exposed
his corpse in public for three days.

Shaocheng Mou was a ta fu (senior official) of the
State of Lu and a forerunncr of the Legalist school**,
He propagated reform and was supported and wel-
comed by the people. He gathered around him “a group

** The Legalisl school was an imporlant school of thought
opposing the Confucian school in the Warring States Period.
Representing the interests of the new emerging landlord
class, it propagaied the materialist view that “man can
conquer nature” in opposition to the idealist view of “abid-
ing by the will of heaven and fate.” It advocaled changes
of the law and rcform and opposed relurning to the ancient
order and relrogression. It stood for replacing the rule of
“rites” with the rule of “law” and the dictatorship of the
slave-owning class with the diclatorship of the landlord
class. * .
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of disciples” representing the advanced social forces.
Even the students of Confucius attended his lectures
which caused the “number of Confucius® students to
grow and fall three times.” On several occasions
practically all the students went over and only Yen Yuan
who faithfully followed Confucius remained with his
lonely teacher. Since Shaocheng Mou's theory of re-
form sericusly threatenced Confucius' attempt at
restoralion, Confucius regarded him as a thorn in his
flesh and was anxious to kill him. According to the
vites of Chou, “punishment did not extend up to the
rank of ta ju.” Moreover, killing a man like Shaocheng
Mou who had such high prestige would be condemned
by public opinion, so even Confucius’ sludents opposed
the execution. However, o serve the needs of his
counter-revolutionary restoration, Confucius complete-
ly ignored the opposition of public opinion. By the
power he had usurped as acting prime minister, he
brought five counts of big “crimes” against Shaocheng
Mou and ruthlessly killed him. This was thc sangui-
nary class revenge of the declining slave-owning class
4gainst the new emerging landlord class.

Lenin said: “What is restoration? Itis the rever-
sion of staie power to the political representatives of the
old order.” (The Agrarian Programme of Social-
Demecracy in the First Russian Revolution 1905-1907.)
Confucius’ “restraining oneself and returning to the
riles” meant restoring the dictatorship of the slave-
owning class. His killing of Shaocheng Mou tells us
that the struggle between the two classes and the two
political lines is a life-and-death struggle. There is no
so-called supra-class “benevolent government™ at all
in class society. Once the forces of restoration represent-
ing the reactionary classes secize power, they will
launch frantic counter-attacks as Confucius did and
many revolutionaries will be killed. Attention should
be paid to this historical lesson.

A Parasite Without Real Learning

Proceeding from the political needs of upholding
d restoring the slave system. Conlucius slyled him-
2lf a born “sage” who personified the culture of the
Western Chou Dynasty, and appeared as a man of in-
tegrity so as to fool the people. To meet the needs of
defending and restoring the old system, later reaction-
arics extolled Confucius as a “man of great learning.”
This paper tiger must be punctured.

Was Confucius a “man of greal learning”? To
reply yes is sheer nonsense.

Chairman Mao has pointed out: “Ever since class
society came into being the world has had only two kinds
of knowledge, knowledge of the struggle for production
and knowledge of the class struggle.” (Rectify the
Party’s Style of Work.) Confucius neither understood
revolutionary theory nor knew how t{o take part in
productive labour. He had no real learning at all. The
working people of his time cursed him for being a man
“whose four limbs do not toil and who does not know
the difference between the five grains.” His production
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knowledge was nil. The so-called rites, music, bene=
volence and righteousncess he inculcated in his students
were nothing but the fossilized old culture of the slave-
owning aristocrats, The Spring end Autumn Annals*
which he deleted and alterced reoversed history and
confused black and white. Il was a restoration record
that shamelessly prettified the slave-owning chicltains
and viciously attacked the forces of rcform.

Among scholars of the hundred schools of thought
in the Spring and Aulumn Pecriod and the Warring
States Period, many wrole specialized books to sum up
certain aspecls of the expericnee of class struggle and
of the struggle for production in their {ime and thus
contributed to the history of man’s knowledae, Oul-
standing representatives ol the Legalist school such as
Shang Yang, Hsun Tzu and Han Fei Tzu, in par-
ticular, stood in the van ol the iide in their time, By
expounding reform ideas, they enriched the splendid
culture of ancient China. However, the lout Confucius
“narrated but did not write” and actually was unable {o
write down anything. The Analects, a Confucian clas-
sic exalted by many pcople, was not wrilten by Con-
fucius himself. It was a collection of miscellaneous and
isolated statemenls and decds of Confucius patched
together by his disciples and their disciples from
memory. Reactionary and decadent in content, the
Analects peddled the theory that “everything is decided
by heaven,” propagated restoration and inciuded such
things as how to engage in conspiraey and double-
dealing tactics and descripiions of the decadent way of
life and the code of conduct. The progressive Ming
Dynasly thinker Li Chih (1527-1602) incisively pointed
out that Confucius was a man “without real learning.”
Even the German bourgeois idealist philosopher Hegel
looked down on Confucius’ preachings and said there
was no genuine philosophy in them. Hcegel also said:
Tor the sake of Confucius' reputation, it would have
been better if his books had never been {ranslated.
(Lectures on the History of Philosophy.) Such a sarcasm
about Confucius, a parasite without any real learning,
is to the point.

Siray Dog Driven to the Wall Everywhere

Chairman Mao said: “Retrogression eventually
produces the reverse of what its promoters intend.”
(New-Democratic Constitutional Government.) Confu-
cius went from place to place working for restoraiion
all his life but his efforts invariably failed. The people
cursed him as a “skinny, tired stray dog” —a phrase
which vividly summed up what Confucius experienced
throughout his life. This was the inevitable result of
his political line which went against the trend of history.

Waving the tattered banner of “restraining oneself
and returning to the rites,” Confucius travelled to the
States of Chi, Wei, Sung, Chen, Tsai and Chu in a joli;-,l

*The Spring and Auiumn Annels was a chronological
history of the Spring and Autumn Period recorded by
the State of Lu according {o the years its ruiers reigned.
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ing horse-drawn carriage lor more than a uicade.
Wherever he went, he either got ihe cold shoulder or
was driven away because everyone detested this dichard,
Knowing that Confucius was adept at intriguing,
the ruler of the State of Wei sent armed guards
to walch him; the new emerging forces in the Statcs
ol Chi and Sung wanted to kill him. In every case he
fled in desperation. In Chen and Tsai the new forces
sent men to encivcle Conlucius in the fields, and for
seven days he and his disciples could not get food and
were famished. ATl of them grew lean and haggard;
some became il and could not stand. Even his favouriie
disciples were dissatisfied and showed doubts and
wavered about what Confucius preached.

in the eyes of the working people, Confucius was
I'ke a rat running across the street chased by every-
Lody. Farmers. men carrying baskets and gate-keepers
ali rose to attack him. Some sang songs to mock him,
and some denounced him as a reactionary who “knows
the trend cannet be twned back buf still wants to do
it. The common people of Kuangcheng in the State
of Wei surrounded him for five days and wanted to
kill him, an incident in which Confucius almost lost
his life. Wearing an affected smile 1o feign friendship
while harbouring vicious intentions, Confucius went to
so¢ Liuhsia Chih., the outstanding leader of a slave
uprising, and iried to demoralize the troops of the upris-
ing by preaching “benevolence, righteousness and virtue”
and offering such bait as fame, gain and position. With
revolutiomary haired, Liuhsia Chih condemned Confu-
cius as a blood sucker who “gets his food without farm-
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ing @i mis clothing without weaving,” a double-dealer
who piaised people to their faces and conspired behind
thuir backs, a “crafty hypoerite” known for his smooth
longue and his cunning and hypocrisy, and “Chiu the
Robber” who had “committed heinous crimes.” (Chiu
was the pame of Confucius, his family name being
Kung). Ashen-faced and crestfallen, Confucius had to
{ice.

With Confucius running into snags cverywhere,
even his disciples deserted him one by one. He lament-
cd: “II my doctrine cannot be put into effect, T will put
1o sca in a raft. Probably only Tzu Lu will follow me.”
But Tzu Lu, one of his [avourite disciples, was cut to
mincemeat in a battle to defend the slave system and
bucame somecne who was buricd together with this
system.  If Confucius really went abroad on a raft. no
one wouid have gone with him. Running up against
a wall everywhere and opposed by the masses and
deseried by his [ellowers —this was the inevitable
result for all the reactionavy vingleaders who tried to
slage a restoration.,

Marx said: “Let the dead bury and lament the
dead. In contrast, it is enviable to be the first vigorous-
ly to enter a new life.” (Letters From the “Deutsch-
Fronzosische Jahrbucher.”) Anycne who desperately
hangs on to the mummy of Confucius and tries to turn
back the wheel of history will come to no good ecnd.
The werld’s future belongs to the proletariat!

(A slightly abridged translation of an
article in “Hongqi” No. 4, 1974)

Confucius and His Times

BY the Shang Dynasly (15622-10662 B.C.), China had

already entered the age in which the slave system
prevailed, its domain extending far and wide into re-
gions around the lower and middle reaches of the
Yellow River,

Arising in central Shensi, Chou was a lesser state
under the slave system and a Shang dependency and,
in Shang’s closing years, made Haoching (near today’s
Sian in Shensi Province) its capital while engaging in
steady territorial expansion. In 1066? B.C., King Wu
of Chou toppled the Shang Dynasty at one coup and
founded a new tribal state which retained slavery as
the established practice. This was later known as the
Western Chou Dynasty, a highly developed slave so-
ciety, because its capital was located in the western
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part of China. In 770 B.C. the Chou Dynasty moved
its voyal seat eastward to present-day Loyang in Honan
Province and was henceforth referred to as the East-
ern Chou Dynasty.

The period from 770 B.C., the beginning of the
Eastern Chou Dynasty, to 476 B.C. is known in Chinese
history as the Spring and Autumn Period after the
title of the chronicle of events, the Spring and Autumn
Annals, recorded by Lu, onc of the principal ducal
states of that time. This was followed by the Warring
States Period, so named because of the endless wars
among the various ducal stales of the period, which
lasted from 475 to 221 B.C. when the Chin Dynasty
accomplished the unification of China. The late Spring
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and Autumn Period and
the Warring  States

-———— slave society

Period saw the transi-
tion from slave to feudal
society in China.

Confucius (551-479
B.C) lived in the late
Spring and Autumn
Period, the time of the
impending disintegra-

11 th cantury BC ¥4 2721 B.C.| 770 BC.

Western Chou

248 BC.

Eastern Chou

tion of the Chou
Dynasty’s tribal state
under the slave system.

Tribal State Under Slave System

In the history of social development, carly primitive
society was not divided into classes. With the gradual
growth of the productive forces as time went by. there
were enough preducts and to spare. As the headmen

the various elans (or gens) in primitive society started

ing the surplus products into their own possession,
their lives and position gradually became differcnt
from those of the ordinary members of the clans in
which they became the privileged nobles.

Wars among the various clans frequently took
place towards the end of primitive society, At first,
captives were slain by the conquerers; at a later date,
however, due to the gradual development of the pro-
ductive forces, the pairicians of the victorious clans took
to enslaving caplives who were forced into preductive
labour. In the case of the defeat of an entire clan,
all members were made slaves of the conquering clan.

In this way, classless primitive sociefy was grad-
ually transformed into a slave sceiety with fwo main
classes, slaves and slave-owners, confronting cach nther.

This fypc of state, in which the eonquering clan
ruled over many conquered clans whose members were
uced 1o tribal slaves, was a {ribal stale under the
.ve system. The Shang and Chou Dynastics were
states of this type.

Following the founding of the Chou Dynasty. a
“parcelling out” system (the system of installing hered-
itary nobles to rule their domains) was adopted as
the main form of rule. Under it the slave-owning
aristocrats from families related or unrelated to the
house of Chou— that is, families with that surname
or a different surname, (either with distinpuished scr-
vice or rclated by blood to the Chou house} — were
divided into five different ranks according to their
station and sent to different parts of the couniry to
rufe over the vanquished clans or clans that showed
allegiance to the Chou Dynasty. These “enfeoffed” pa-
fricians were called chu hou in Chinese history, or
“dukes,” to whom the King of Chou granied the power
to rule over his land and subjects. and they in turn
parcelled out the land and subjects {o their own
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ching (ministers) and ta fu (senior officials) by whom
the slaves were organized to titt the land. The Chou
Dynasty throne, the dukes, their ministers and scnior
officials were all hereditary. In the early days, each
and every duke paid homage to the King of Chou as
their overlord, visiling the Chou court with tribute
and rendering corvee service as required. Later. how-
ever, these dukes fought each other for hegemeony, with
none showing any respect for the King of Chou. Still
lafer, the position of the King of Cheou sank, and be-
came even loewer than that of a duke as nobody would
pay any attention to him,

According to extant historical records, after King
Wu of Chou overthrew the Shang Dynasty, he suc-
cessively “enfeoffed’” as many as 71 dukes possessing
the same surname (who were many) or with dif-
ferent surnames (who were few). Among the major
ducal states werc the States of Wei (in present-day
northern Honan). Lu (in the southwestern part of
Shantung), Tsin (in present-day Shansi, northwestern
Honan and western Hopei), Chi (in what are now the
northern and caslern parts of Shantung), Yen in the
north (now part of norihern Hopei and western Lino-
ning), and Chu in the south (around the middle reachcs
of the Yangize River).

Like the slave-owncrs of the Shang Dynasty. those
of the Chou Dynasty forced the slaves to engage in
production. The ficlds in the various states swarmed
with theusands of slaves toiling under the surveillancr
of the slave-owners. Apart from the farming slaves,
there were handicraft and commercial slaves who spec-
ialized in providing the slavc-owncers with luxuries
Enslaved goneration alter gencration, the slaves woere
brutally exploited and oppressed by the slave-cwning
class. Morcover. a slave-owner was free to kill slaves
as he pleased, and when he himself died, large num-
kers of slaves, sometimes as many as several hundred,
were immolated and buried with him.

Under the slave system in the Chou Dynasty, thore
were also a number of frce people. ov plebeians (poor
people) in the state. Consanguincously. they belonged
to the ruling clan and enjoyed a political status and
social rank higher than the slaves, although they were
not rulers themselves bul ordinary members of the
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ruling clan, and did not share the prerogatives of the
aristocratic slave-owners. The relationship belween
patricians and plebeians was one, within the ruling
class itself, of those who ruled and those who were
ruled,

Slave Uprisings

Where there is oppression there is resistance! In
the initial phase of the founding of the Chou Dynasty,
slave resistance was less frequent and so the regime
was rclatively stable. But as time went by, such resist-
ance struggles on the part of the slaves grew in num-
ber — they either ran away en masse or rose in revolt.
King Yu, the twelfth sovereign in the line of succession
of the Chou Dynasty, who recigned from 781 to 771 B.C.,
was a muddle-head, as incompetent as he was cruel:
he was finally killed by the nomadic Jung tribes in
the west. When his son King Ping succeeded him,
reigning from 770 to 720 B.C., the new ruler found it
impossible to remain in Shensi and had to move his
capital to present-day Loyang in Honan in 770 B.C.

¥ The rule of the various dukes also became in-

creasingly insecure as slaves often fled and staged
revolts. In 550 B.C., slaves forced to build city walls
in the State of Chen (in present-day eastern Honan
and the northwestern {ip of Anhwei) revolted and
killed two slave-owners. In 478 B.C. the handicraft
slaves in the State of Wei encircled and attacked Duke
Chuang of Wei, the chief of the slave-owners, who was
killed after making an escape. The handicraft slaves
in Wei staged another revolt in 470 B.C. and threw
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out the chief of the slave-owners in the state. In the
State of Cheng (in what is now Hsincheng, to the south
of Chengchow in Honan), the slaves gathered their
forces in the reeds to ambush and hit back at the
slave-owning class.

Great Social Changes

,

o

While the slaves kept running away and revolting,
the new emerging landlord class was growing up and
the ruling class itself was split. Under the slave system
of the Western Chou Dynasty, all the land in ihe
couniry belonged to the king; land parcelled out to
slave-owning aristocrats of various ranks, who were
granied the right to use it, could not be bought or sold.
or cxpanded without permission. Such land was calld
“public land.” By the Spring and Aulumn Period, the
slaves’ siruggle againsl the slave-owning aristocrats
had rocked the rule of the slave-owners, and some
slave-owning aristocrais, taking advantage of the
development of class struggle, began recruiting slave
fugitives to reclaim uncultivated land. These newly
cultivated land was called “private land”™; slaves who
tilled such land were required only to pay rent {o the
slave-owners and were allowed to do whaiever they
pleased with what was left of the produce.

Both the King of the Chou Dynasty and the dukes
at first refused to recognize the legality of the private
land. Later, with the expansion of such land, some
dukes had to levy laxes on private land in order 10
get themselves outl of financial difficultics. One record
in the annals of the State of Lu showed that taxation
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stacled in 594 B.C. on private land {o be paid in accord-
ance with the actual acreage under cultivation. This
marked the shift from the land ownership of the slave
system to feudal land ownership. As a result, new
relations of production appeared, such as those between
the landlords and the fenants, and there were also poor
peasants who worked to become tillers on their own
land. This led to the development of the individual
cconomy.

The representalive of the new emerging feudal
force in Lu was the Chisun family which had been the
holder of a senior official post. On the strength of the
tide of slave uprisings, the Chisuns launched a fierce
fight against the ruler of Lu who stubbornly tried
to preserve the slave system. In 562 B.C. some public
land of the State of Lu was partilioned among the
Chisuns and two other families— the Mengsuns and
the Shusuns — which also held senior official posts and
represented the new cmerging feudal force.  The
Chisuns started leasing out their land at that time and
25 years later the Mengsuns and Shusuns followed
wit. In other words, these three families were gradual-
1y becoming part of the feudal landlord class,

Another instance was Tien Cheng-tzu of the Siate
of Chi. To oppose the decaying slave-owning aristoc-
racy, he won over the masses by using a small meas<
ure when collecting rent and a larger one in lending
grain to the peasants. Though it was a temporary
expedient of the new emerging landlord class designed
to scize political power from Chi's slave-owning aris-
tocrats, it enjoyed popular support at that time. In
485 B.C. Tien Cheng-tzu killed the chieflain of the
slave-owners in Chi and took over political power,

With the reform of the social economic base, the
superstructure as a whole changed. To begin with.
there was the transfer of political power. In defiance
of the King of the Chou Dynasty and the dukes, a
number of new emecrging feudal lords who had scized

olitical power gave orders in accordance with the
ﬁeeds of the new conditions. To consolidate the new
relalions of production and the power they had seized,
they opposed the rule of “rites” adopted by the West-
ern Chou Dynasty to safeguard the slave sociely
hicrarchal order and introduced the rule of “law.”

The slave system’s rule of “rites” was in aclual
fact meant to set up relalions between the slave-own-
crs who belonged to the upper order and the slaves
who were in the lower order. What the slave-owners
said was law; all the slaves could do was to obecy
absolutely, and not revolt. But by that time the resist-
ance of the slaves was already on the rise. Some peo-
ple with a progressive outlook, secing this trend, realized
the nced to change the old way of ruling and wanted to
work out some legal provisions governing relations be-
tween the aristocrats and the slaves, with some restrie-
tions on the former. This later developed into part of the
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superstructure of feudal society — the law. Those who
later upheld the rule of “law” were the Legalists rep-
resenting the new emerging force.

In 513 B.C., the exponents of the feudal force in
the State of Tsin, to enforce the rule of law, had the
written laws inseribed on an iron tripod to let them be
known to the public. Everyone was required to abide
by them and criminal punishment would be meted out
to those who violated them, not excepting the slave-
owning aristocrats. These laws played a posilive part
in limiting the slave-owning aristocrals’ prerogatives
and quickening development of the new emerging
feudal relations of produclion. The ascendancy of the
rule of law and the destruclion of the rule of riles
was the specific situation that Conlucius deplored as
one in which “the rites were lost and music was
ruined.”

Transformation of the slave sysiem into feudalism,
transfer of political power [rom the declining slave-
owners to the new emerging feudal lords and replace-
ment of the rule of rites by the rule of law — these
were great victories for the new emerging landlord
class in its struggle against the slave-owning arvistocrats
and they conformed with the objeclive law of the
development of history. The slave-owning aristocrats,
however, were not willing to exit from the stage of
history and, in an attempt to preserve or restore their
reactionary rule, they waged violent struggles against
the new cmerging landlord class. Everywhere there
were struggles between exercising the rule of law
and prescrving the rule of rites, between forces for and
against the scizure of power and beiween restoration
and counter-restoralion. Class differentialion and
class struggle had plunged the entirc socicly into a
process of great changes and great turbulence.

Where should one stand in such a great era of
changes? To be a revolutionary pushing society for-
ward or a reactionary pulling sociely backward? His-
tory calls on everyone {o make a choice. In other
words, in 1he siruggle between the two classes, the two
roads and the {wo lines, which side should one take.
the side of the revolutionary line or the side of the
reactionary line?

Confucius who lived in thal era of greal changes
obstinately uphcld the slave system. His was a life
of retrogressicn and plolling for restoration.

Bul the objeclive law of the development of his-
tory is independent of man’s will. Neither Conlucius
nor any reactionary force could obstruct the onward
march of hislory. After Confucius died, Chinese so-
ciely continued to advance amid great turbulence and,
after the Warring Staies Period, the whole country
was finally unified under Chin Shih Huang (259-210
B.C.), founder of the first unificd feudal dynasty under
the dictatorship of the landlerd class in Chinese his-
tory. » :
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Training Marxist Theoretical Workers

A Spare-Time Study Group of Peking’s

Friendship Store

TlIE great movement to criticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius has brought forth large numbers of activ-
ists engaged in revolutionary mass criticism on all
fronts. The spare-lime study group formed by young
peuple of the daily necessities deparlment in Peking's
Friendship Store is such a collective. full of vigour and
vitality.

To Be Able to Make Out Political Swindlers

Consisting of eight young women 20 to 24 years
old. the group came into being in December 1972 when
the movement to criticize Lin Piao and rectify the
style of work was developing in depth throughout the
country. At the outset, their theoretical level and
ability to analyse problems were quite low. Though
they all agreed that the idealist theory of “genius”
was wrong, none could tell why it was wrong and
what Lin Piao’s criminal motive was when he spread
this reactionary f[allacy. More often than not there
were heated discussions which sometimes continued
into the small hours. But still they could not arrive
at a clear understanding of the reactionary essence of
the idealist theory of “genius.” From this, they came
to know that “the naked eye is net enough, we must
have the aid of the telescope and the microscope. The
Marxist method is our telescope and microscope in
pelitical and military matters.” Since then they have
studied Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought even
more conscientiously.

To get to the heart of the idealist theory of
“genius,” they began by studying Chairman Mao’s
On Practice, Where Do Correct Ideas Come From?
and other brilliant works as well as relevant quotafions
from Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. This enabled
them to realize that correct ideas, knowledge and
talent come from practice, and from it alone. “The
standpoint of practice is the primary and basic stand-
point in the dialectical-materialist theory of knowl-
edge.”

With a view to deepening their understanding,
the group members carried on their discussions in
cannection with their own experience. Before being
assigned to the store, they were city-bred students
who had settled in the countryside after graduation.
In the early days of their new life in the villages, they
did not know how to do farm work. Thanks to the
help of the poor and lower-middle peasants and their
own practice, they acquired the rudiments of farming
technique and learnt the laws governing the growth
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of crops. Likewise, when they [irst came io the store,
they knew nothing about commecdities. Again il was
through study and practice that they acquired some
knowledge of what they had not known before. All
this demonstrates that far from being “born with
knowledge,” one obtains knowledge through study,
and there is simply no such thing as a ‘“genius™ who
is born a master of everything.

Having arrived at this understanding, they went a
step further and analysed the reasons for Lin Piao’s
preaching the idealist theory of “genius.” Thuy found
that his aim was to boast himsell as a *“genius’ “born
with knowledge” and establish his own “absolute
authority” in a vain attempt to make the working
people do his bidding and *“have everything under his
command and everything at his disposal” so as to
eslablish a fascist Lin dynasty and to restore capitalism.

Greatly inspired by what they had gained from
studying theory, they devoted greater energy to read-
ing and study. Some even used every bit of available
time to read and study on a train or bus going home
on Sundays or holidays.

In a little more than a year, Chia Teh-chin. a
group member, finished studying the full texts or
some chapters of Manifesto of the Communist Party,
Critique of the Gotha Programme, The State and Rev-
clution, Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, The Prole-
tarian Revolution and the Reneyade Kautsky, “Left-
Wing” Communism, An Injantile Disorder and other,
works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as weil of
the four volumes of Selected Works of Mao Tsetung.
In the course of reading, she took notes and kept a
daily record of what she had learnt running to more
fnan 100,000 words.

Study Is Linked With Struggle

Since the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius personally initiated and led by Chairman Mao
swept the nation, this study group has always taken
the lead in study and criticism. “Genuine knowledge
comes from practice; pathbreakers emerge from
sfruggle” — this is what Chia Teh-chin wrote in her
diary. '

When the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Con-
fucius started in the store, the group members imme-

diately got together to talk about its great significance.
They lost no time putting up the first big-character
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