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Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping Heads Chinese Delegation
To Special Session of U.N. General Assembly

ENG Hsiao-ping, Chairman of the
Chinese Delegation to the Sixth
Special Session of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations and
Vice-Premier of the State Council,
Chiao Kuan-hua, Vice-Chairman of
the Delegation and Vice-Minister of
Foreign Affairs. and the staff of the
delegation left Peking for New York
by special plane on April 6 to attend
the session. Huang Hua, Vice-
Chairman of the Delegation and
hina’s Permanent Representative to
the U.N,, is already in New York.

The delegalion got a warm send-
off at the airport by Party and state
leaders Chou En-lai, Wang Hung-

The Chinese Delega
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wen, Yeh Chien-ying, Chiang Ching,
Yao Wen-yuan, Li Hsien-nien, Chen
Hsi-lien, Chi Teng-kuei, Hua Kuo-
feng, Wang Tung-hsing, Wu Teh, Su
Chen-hua, Ni Chih-fu, Hsu Hsiang-
chien, Nieh Jung-chen, Li Fu-chun
and Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme; Vice-
Chairman of the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference Hsu Teh-
heng, as well as more than 4,000
people in the capital.

The Sixth Special Session of the
U.N. General Assembly opened on
April 9 to study the problems of raw
malerials and development as pro-
pnsed by President Houari Boume-

tion {o the special session of the U.N.
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diene of the Council of Revolution of
the Democratic People's Republic of

lgeria in the name of the President
in Office of the Fourth Summit Con-
ference of Non-Aligned Countries.
The proposal has won the support of
the majority of the countries of the
world, including China. The con-
vocation of the session marks the
daily awakening of the people of the
Third World and the continuous
strengthening of their unity. and re-
flects the new upsurge in the strug-
gle of the Third World countrics to
oppose imperialism and hegemonism,
defend national independence and
state sovercignty, protect national
resources and develop the national
economy.

Peking Airport was decorated with
red flags and huge streamers in-
scribed with “A warm send-ofl to the

s

General Assembly gels a
warm send-off al Peking Airport when it leaves for New York.
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Condolences on Death of President
Georges Pompidou

Following the death of President
of the Republic of France Georges
Pompidou on April 2, Acting Chair-
man Tung Pi-wu and Premier Chou
En-lai of the People’s Republic of

‘China sent a message of condolence
‘on April 3 to Alain Poher, Acting
‘President of the Republic of France.

The message said: “Shocked to
learn of the passing away of His
Excellency Georges Pompidou, the
late President of the Republic of
France, we, on behalf of the Chinese
Government and people, express our
deep condolences to the Government
and people of the Republic of France
and our solicitous sympathy to his

Jamily.”

On the same day, Premier Chou

En-lai sent a message to Madame

Georges Pompidou which said:
/'‘Learning of the untimely death of
His Excellency the late President
Georges Pompidou, 1 wish to ex-
press, on behalf of Chairman Mao

Tsetung and in my own name, our
deep condolences on the passing
away of this famous statesman who
worked for the defence of the na-
tional independence of France, and
our solicitous sympathy to yourself.”

On April 4, Premier Chcu Fn-lai,
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping. Vice-
Chairman of the Standing Commit-
tee of the National People’s Congress
Ngapo Ngawang-Jigme and Foreign
Minister Chi Peng-fei and leading
members of departments concerned
went to the French Embassy in
China to express their condolences at
the death of the French President.

Chairman Mao Tsetung sent a
wreath. The white ribbons on the
wrealh bore the message: “To His
Excellency Georges Pompidou. Pres-
ident of the Republic of France.”

Wreaths also were presented by
Acting Chairman Tung Pi-wu, Pre-

-

mier Chou En-lai and the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Acting Chairman Tung Pi-wu and
Premier Chou En-lai appointed
Tseng Tao, Chinese Ambassador 10
France, as special envoy of China to
attend the ceremony to mourn the
death of the late President.

Among the wreaths placed at the
ceremony on April 6 in Paris {o mourn
the death of Georges Pompidou
were those from Chairman Mao
Tsetung, Acting Chairman Tung Pi-
wu and Premier Chou En-lai
Wreaths were also sent by Teng
Hsiao-ping, Chairman of the Chinese
Delegation to the Sixth Special
Session of the General Assembly of
the United Nations and Vice-Premic™
of the State Council, and Chiao Kuan-
hua, Vice-Chairman of the delega-
tion and Vice-Foreign Minister, who
were passing through Paris; former
Chinese Ambassador to France
Huang Chen, Chief of the Chinese
Liaison Office in the U.S.A. who was
returning to his post via Paris; and
Tseng Tao, Chinese Ambassador to
France.

Premier Chou En-lai,
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-
ping and others express
their condolences at the
death of French President
Georges Pompidou at the
French Embassy in l'v«‘\
king.

Chinese Delegation to the Special
Scession of the U.N. General Assem-
bly!" “Firmly support the countries
ind peoples of the Third World in
their just struggle to safeguard and
tvin national independence, defend
State sovereignty and develop the
national economy!” “The Third
World, unite to oppose power politics
and hegemonism of the super-
powers!” and “Long live the great
unity of the people of the world!”
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Well-wishers holding flags and
flowers gathered at the airport early
in the morning. Among them were
workers, rural commune members,
commanders and fighters of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army,
government funetionaries, Red
Guards and Little Red Guards of the
capital and students of move than 40
nationalities from various parts of
the country now studying at the
Central Institute for Nationalities.

Jubilation broke out at the airport
when Party and state leaders and
the comrades on the delegation ar-
rived. The sound of slogans mingled
with the beating of drums and gongs.
People waved garlands and colour-
ful ribbons to give the Chinese
delegation a warm send-off. Teng
Hsiao-ping and Chiao Kuan-hua,
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
delegation, kept waving to the
crowds in acknowledgement. They
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shook hands with leading members
of the wvarious departments con-
corned.  An atmosphere of unity in
struggle filled the airport.

. Also presenl at the airport were
leading members of the Ministries of
Foreign Affairs, of Foreign Trade
and of Economic Relations With
Foreign Countries; leading members
of departments under the Central
Commillee of the Communist Party
of China and other government de-
pariments; Members of the Standing
Commiitee of the Nalional People’s
Congress; Members of the Standing
Committee of the National Commit-
iee of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative  Conference; leading
members of various general depart-
ments, services and branches of the
Chinesc People’s Liberation Army,
he Peking units and the Pcking
garrison; and leading members of the
Peking  Municipal  Revolulionary
Committee and the Chinese People’s
Association - for Friendship With
Foreign Countries,

The delegation arrived
York on April 7.

in New

0.A.U. Liberation Committee
Goodwill Mission
Visits China

The 0O.AU. (Organization of Af-
rican Unity) Liberation Commitlee
Goodwill Mission led by Omar Arteh
Ghalib, Current Chairman of the
Committee and Somali Secretary of
itate for Foreign Affairs, arrived in
Peking on March 30 for a friendly
visit to China at the invitation of
the Chinese Government.

Premier Chou En-lai on April 1
met and had a cordial and friendly
conversation with the mission.

Chinese Foreign Minister Chi
Peng-fei gave a banquet on the eve-
ning of March 31 to warmly welcome
the mission: Chi Peng-fei and Omar
Arteh Ghalib spoke at the banquet
filled with a friendly atmosphere of
the militant unity of the Chinese and
African peoples.

Foreign Minister Chi
acclaimed . positive

Peng-fei
contributions
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.World.

made by O.A.U. since its founding
in 1963 through the joint efforts of
numerous African. countries in
strengthening the solidarity and co-

operation of the African.countries in

their struggle to oppose imperialism,
colonialism and hegemonism and
safeguard their independence and
sovereignty, and in supporting and
assisting the  national-liberation
movements in African territories still
not yet independent.

Referring to today’s internalional
situation, Chi Peng-fei said: Awaken-
ing day by day and fighting shoulder
to shoulder, the Third World coun-
tries have won one significant vic-
tory after another in their struggles

" to safeguard national independence

and state sovereignly and oppose
superpower hegemonism and power
politics.

He added: Africa is an important
part of the Third World, and the
current situation there is also excel-
lent. We are convinced that the
heroic African people, contlinuing to
strengthen their solidarity and per-
severing in struggle, will certainly
surmount all difficulties and gain the
complete liberation of the entire

African continent,

Chi Peng-fei stressed: China and
the African countries are all develop-
ing countries that belong to the Third
Following the consistent
teachings of Chairman Mao Tsetung,
the Chinese people have always re-
garded the struggle of theé great
African “people as a great support
and assistance to them and con-
sidered it their bounden interna-
tionalist duty to support and assist
the liberation struggles of all

oppressed peoples and oppressed
nations.

In his speech, Omar Arteh Ghalib
dealt with the current revolutionary
struggle in Africa. He said: With
increased political and military con-
frontation between nationalist forces
and their oppressors, the encmy is
building up its military potential
with the active assistance of the im-
perialist forces and the international
monopolies. Africa is bound to face
years of bitter struggle.  Africa is

ready and prepared for this chal-
lenge. The African liberation strug-
gle is not a struggle in isolation; it

" goes hand in hand with other libera-

tion struggles being waged by the
peoples of the Third World, he
emphasized.

Omar Arteh Ghalib said: The
price for the self-determination and
independence of our people under
foreign domination is very dear. The
African peoples in Mozambique,
Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia, and
other territories still under colonial
and Zionist domination are paying
the price with their own blood. The
struggle will be long, but total vic=

“tory will be on our side.

Austrian Foreign Minister
In Peking

Chinese Foreign = Minister Chi
Peng-fei gave a banquet on April 5
to welcome Austrian Foreign Minister
Rudolf Kirchschlaeger, his wife and
party. Among the guests were Aus-
trian Ambassador to China Franz
Helmut Leitner and his wife; Rudolf
Hans Scidl, Vice-President of the
Austrian Federal Economic Cham-
ber; and Rudolf Klar, leader of
the Austrian. industrial exhibition
delegation.

- In his toast, Foreign Minister Chi

‘Peng-fei-said: The Chinese Govern-

ment and people have always sup-
ported the Austrian people in their
just struggle to safeguard their
national independence - and  state
sovereignty. As carly as January
1956, Premicr Chou En-lai formally
declared, on behalf of the Chinese
Government, that China ‘“respects
Austria’s neutral status.” The Chi-
nese Government reaffirmed this
stand in May 1971 in the communi-
que on the establishment of diplo-
matic relations between the two
countries. Although China and Aus-
tria are far apart and have different
social systems, the people of the two
countries have symputhized with and
supported each other in opposing
foreign interfcience and expansion
and in safeguarding national inde-
pendence and stale sovereignty.

Foreign Minister Chi said: The
Chinese Government has always held
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that all countries, big or small,
should be equal. The internal alfairs
of a country should be settled by the
people of that country. Other coun-
trics have no right to interfere in
them. World affairs should be set-
tled by all the countries of the world
through consultation and not by the
final say of one or two big powers.
We resolutely oppose hegemonism
and power politics by superpowers.

Foreign Minister Rudolf Kirch-
schlaeger said in his toast: Relations
between Austria and China have
developed  particularly  smoothly
since the establishment of diplomatic
relations between them. Such rela-
tions served to show that countries
with different ideologies can not only
coexist but can also co-operate on the
basis of [aithfully applying the five
great principles of peaceful coexis-
tence.

On April 6, Premier Chou met
Foreign Minister Kirchschlaeger and
his wife. They had a friendly and
unconstrained conversation.

The Austrian guests arrived in
Peking on April 4.

Foreign Minister Kirchschlaeger
gave a return banquet in the Great
Hall of the People on April 7. Foreign
Minister Chi Peng-fei was invited to
attend.

Austrian Industrial Exhibition

An Austrian industrial exhibition
was held from March 29 to April 11 at
the Peking Exhibition Centre.

Among those invited to the opening
ceremony were Minister Li Chiang
and Vice-Minister Chai Shu-fan of
Foreign Trade, Vice-Minister of the
Metallurgical Industry Lin Tse-sheng
and Chairman Wang Yao-ting of the
China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade, and more than
600 people in Peking.

Rudolf Sallinger, Member of the
National Council and President of the
Federal Economic Chamber of Aus-
tria, and the Austrian Government
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Delegation he is leading; Austrian
Ambassador to China Franz Helmut
Leitner and diplomatic officials of the
Embassy; Rudolf Klar, leader of the
Austrian industrial exhibition delega-
tion, and others attended the opening
ceremony.

Rudoll Sallinger presided over and
addressed the ceremony. He said:
Austria has been trying to develop
close economic relations with China
for years. The establishment of a
trade delegation in Vienna by the
China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade in 1965 as well as
the setting up of an Austrian trade
delegation in Peking by the Austrian
Federal Economic Chamber the fol-
lowing year were important steps to-
wards strengthening trade relations
between Austria and China.

Sallinger said: We are positive that
the exhibition will contribute to the
deepening of the friendly relations
between our two countries and, last
but not least, will also show positive
results with regard to our trade rela-
tions.

Wang Yao-ling extended warm
congratulations on the opening of the
exhibition. He said: “Friendly ex-
changes between our two govern-
ments and peoples since the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between
China and Austria in May 1971 have
steadily increased while economic
and trade relations between our two
countries have also made further
progress.” He expressed the belief
that the friendship between the two
peoples will be further strengthened
and {rade between the two countries
will be further developed on the basis
of equality and mutual benefit and
of supplying each other’s needs.

Minister Li Chiang cut the ribbon.

On April 5, Vice-Premier Li
Hsien-nien visited the exhibition.

This industrial exhibition, the first
of its kind Ausiria has held in China,
occupied a tolal floorspace of over
8.000 square metres. On display were
mainly machine tools. light industry
machinery, electronic instruments,

models of metallurgical industry in-
stallations and chemical products.

Chinese Representative Speaks
At ECAFE Meeting

Chinese  Representative  Huang
Ming-ta has reiterated that all =ea-
bed resources in China’s coastal sea
areas and those off her islands be-
long to China. He made this stale-
ment on April 2 at a meeting in
Colombo of the 30th Session of the
United Nations Economic Commission
for Asia and the Far East (ECAFE)
discussing the problem of prospcct-
ing for mineral resources in Asia’s
offshore areas.

The Chinese representative con-
demned the superpowers. He sull®™
that the superpowers, taking ad-
vantage of temporary economic and
technological difficulties of the de-
veloping countries and in the name
of “aid” or “scientific study,” have
sent planes and surveying ships
everywhere to barge into offshore
areas of these countries, prospecting
for sea-bed resources and stealing
much resources intelligence in an ef-
fort to proceed to conirol and plun-
der sea-bed resources in these areas.

He pointed out that “this serious-
ly impairs the economic interests
and state sovereignty of the develop-
ing countries and sharpens conten-
tion between the superpowers for
maritime hegemony. This state -~
alfairs cannot but arouse our grave
attention.”

He said: “Sea-bed resources in
China’s coastal sea areas have long
been covetled by foreign world oil
monopolists, In recent years, certain
countries and organizations have
frequently conducted open or covert
massive geophysical explorations
and ocean-geological surveys in
China’s coastal sea areas, including
those off her islands, infringing on
China’s sovereignly and endangcering
her security.”

Huang Ming-ta said: “The Delega-
tion of the People’s Republic of

Peking Review, No. 15




China hereby reiterates that all sea-
bed resources in China’s coastal sea
areas and those off her islands be-
long to China. China alone has the
right to prospect and exploit these
sca-bed resources. All prospecting
and drilling activities carried out at
will in China's coastal sea areas and
those off her islands in disregard of
China's sovereigntly are illegal.”

He pointed out: “Division of juris-
diction of the continenial shelf be-
tween China and countries bordering
on or facing her should be decided
by the countries concerned through
consultations on an equal footing.
To one-sidedly mark off a large area
of the continental shelf as a so-
called ‘joint development zone’ be-
hind China’s back is an infringement
on China’s sovereignty. which the

™\ Chinese Government absolutely can-

not accept. Anyone who arbitrarily
carries out development activities in
this area must bear full responsibili-
ty [or all the consequences arising
therefrom.”

He said: “The Government of the
People’s Republic of China is the sole
legal government of China. All
agreements and contracts concerning
prospecting and exploitation of
China's sea-bed resources concluded
by the Chiang Kai-shek clique in
Taiwan with any countfry, inter-
national organization or foreign stale
or private enterprise are illegal and
null and void. None of them will be
recognized by the Chinese Govern-
. ment.”

Huang Ming-ta concluded: It is
well known that the Chiang Kai-shek
clique is a handful of national scum
who were cast aside by the Chinese
people long ago. The 26th Session of
the United Nations General As-
sembly adopted a resolution “to re-
store all its rights to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and to re-
cognize the represeniatives of its
government as the only legitimate
representatives of China to the
United Nations, and to expel forth-
with the representatives of Chiang
Kai-shek from the place which they
unlawfully occupy at the United
Nations and in all the organizations
affiliated to it.” A few days ago the
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represeniative of the Saigon authori-
ties, in disregard of the resolution,
made an unfounded attack on the
representative of the People’'s Re-
public of China, making bitter com-
plaints for the Chiang Kai-shek
clique. This act of the Saigon author-
ities, except for showing that both
the Saigon authorities and the Chiang
clique are reactionaries in their
decline, will by no means impair the
dignity of the People’s Repubic of
China.

Minority People Criticize
“Restrain Oneself and
Return to the Rites”

Since the national movement to
criticize Lin Piao and Confucius be-
gan, people of all nationalities in the
national minority areas of China,
taking into account the history and
reality of their own nationalities,
have concentrated on criticizing Lin
Piao’s crimes in attempting to restore
capitalism by patterning himselfl
after Confucius and advocating
“restrain onesell and return to the
rites.”

The Party Commitiee of Liuchow
City in the Kwangsi Chuang Auton-
omous Region recently held a
meeting criticizing Lin Piac and Con-
fucius which was attended by 120
workers of different nationalitics.
Speakers included workers from the
Chuang, Miao, Yao. Tung, Maonan,
Hui and Han nationalities. Recalling
their nationalities’ sufferings in the
old sociely and happiness since libera-
tion, the workers criticized the crimes
of Lin Piao in picking up Confucius’
sinister banner “restrain oneself and
return to the rites,” in a vain attempt
to change the basic line of the Party
in the historical period of socialism
so as to push the national minority
people back into the abyss of misery.

Cadres and poor and lower-middle
peasants of various nationalities in
the Shihyuch Commune in Huocheng
County of Sinkiang’s Ili Kazakh
Autonomous Chou recently denounced
Lin Piao and the Soviet revisionist
renegade clique for their crimes in
preaching the restorationist doctrine
of Confucius and plotting tc subvert

the diclatorship of the proletariat in
China. They pointed out at a criticism
meeting that Lin Piao clamoured
“restrain oneself and return to the
rites,” while the Soviet revisionist
renegade clique lauded Confucius as
“the founder of the political theory
for an idea! society and state system.”
The common purpose, the speakers
noted, was to subvert the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in China,
restore capitalism in China and turn
China into a colony of Soviet revi-
sionist  social-imperialism.  They
pledged to carry the struggle to crit-
icize Lin Piao and Confucius and
combat modern revisionism through
to the end.

The emancipated serfs of the Yang-
ta People’s Commune of Tuilungte-
ching County in the Tibet Autono-
mous Region held a meeting criticiz-
ing Lin Piao and Confucius at the
former manor of Lhalu, who was a
leader of rebellious bandits and a big
serf-owner,  Criticism was direcled
against Lin Piao’s crimes in preach-
ing “restrain oneself and return fo
the rites” so as to restore capitalism.
The deputy secretary of the commune
Party branch, a former servant at
Lhalu’s manor, aired his grievances
over the miserable life he had led
under serfdom before liberation.
Then he said: We emancipated
serfs now are the masters of the
ncw society, Our commune is
advancing constantly along the so-
cialist road charted by Chair-
man Mao and the socialist collective
economy is developing steadily. To-
tal grain oufput in 1973 reached an
all-time high. trebling the amount for
1959. the vear of the democratic re-
form. The commune and production
brigades have grain reserves and
public accumulation funds. Com-
mune members have surplus grain
and bank savings. The commune has
set up tractor stations and hydroelec-
tric stations and every production
team has threshing and winnowing
machines. Following Confucius in ad-
vocating “restrain oneself and return
io the rites.” Lin Piao wanted to re-
store feudal scrfdom in Tibet and let
the slave-owners ride roughshod over
us again. We will never let this
happen.



Resolute Support for the
Third World’s Just Demands

R T L T L L L L

HE special session of the U.N. General Assembly

to study the problems of raw materials and develop-
ment is scheduled to be held on April 9, 1974. This
session is convened on the proposal of Houari Boume-
diene, President of the Council of Revolution of Algeria
and President in Office of the 4th Conference of Heads
of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries, at
the end of January this year, and with the concurrence
and support of more than a hundred countries. The
problems to be discussed are major issues affecting the
Third World countries’ maintaining national inde-
pendence, safeguarding state sovereigniy, developing
national cconomy, protecting natural resources, and
opposing imperialist plunder, exploilation and con-
trol. The convening of the session reflects the new
situation of the Third World countries struggling in
unity against hegemonism and is an indication of the
awakening and strengthening of the Third World. The
Chinese Government and people welcome its convocation
and resolutely support the just demands to be put
forward by the Third World countries at the session.

The session is being held at a time when an excellent
siluation prevails in the world. The present world situa-

tion is one characterized by great disorder throughout .

the world. “The wind sweeping through the tower
heralds a rising storm in the mountains.” The historical
trend that countries want independence, nations want
liberation, and the people want revolution is surging
ahead vigorously. The raging tide of struggle against
imperialism, old and new colonialism, hegemonism, Zion-
ism and racism is sweeping the whole world. The two
superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United States, are
stepping up their contention and are engaging in ag-
gression, subversion, intervention, control and plunder
everywhere, further aggravating the various basic con-
tradictions in the world and promoting the awakening
and unity of the people of the world, particularly the
people in the Third World. The two hegemonic powers,
the Soviet Union and the United States, are baset with
difficulties at home and abroad, mired in crises and
more isolated than ever. The siluation is becoming
ever more favourable to the revolutionary struggles of
the people of various countries in the world and not
favourable to imperialism and social-imperialism.

8

Comprising over 100 devcloping countrics in Asia,
Africa, Latin America and other regions, the Third
World has the overwhelming majority of the world
population. In the last few years, the Third World
countries have steadily strengthened their unity, won
repeated victorics and displayed their mighty strength
in the struggle against superpower hegemonism and
power polities. They resolutely support the three Indo-
chinese peoples’ war against U.S. aggression and fo
national salvation; resolutely support the Korean pec
ple's struggle for the independent and peaceful reunifi-
cation of their fatherland; resolutely support the
struggle of the Arab and Paleslinian pcople against
the Isracli aggressors; resolutely support the Afric%m
peoples’ struggles for nalional independence and.
against colonialism and racism: and resolutely support
the Latlin American peoples' struggles for safeguard-
ing state sovereignty and economic rights. All this
fully demonstrates the Third World’s spirit of unity
in struggle. At various international conferences
and in international affairs, they have supported each
other, taken joint actions and achieved ever greater
successes. The growth of the ranks of the Third World
has changed the make-up of the United Nations. Their
role in this world body is steadily growing and they
have become a force that cannot be ignored. The
struggle to safeguard sea rights begun by the Latin
American countries has spread to the other continents®
The Arab countries’ use of the oil weapon in the strug-
gle against hegemonism and Zionism has won major
victories and dealt heavy blows to the superpowers. The
Third World has become the main force in the struggle
against the two hegemonic powers by the world’s
people. :

The Third World countries’ struggle to safeguard
their national resources, develop their national econ-
omies, oppose imperialist plunder, exploitation and
control is an important component part of their struggle
against imperialism and hegemonism. In the vast Third
World countries, the people are industrious and the re-
sources are rich, but because they suffered prolonged
imperialist and colonialist oppression and enslavement
in the past and now are still being plundered and ex-
ploited by imperialism and social-imperialism, they are
still poor countries economically though they have
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gained independence politically. They are still not able
to exercise full sovereign rights over their own resources
and they cannot fully develop their national economies.
Taking advantage of their monopoly of the international

market, the superpowers exercise control over the prod- -

uce of the developing countries with single-product
economies, keep down the prices of primary products
and boost the prices of industrial products; this ruthiess

exploitation to grab high profits has brought still greater -

difficulties to the economic development of the Third
World countries. At the same time, to shift the burden
of crises on to others, the two superpowers — the United
States and the Soviet Union — are also stepping up
economic control, penetration and plunder in their deal-
ings with industrially developed countries in Europe,
North America and Oceania as well as Japan, con-
stantly causing damage to these countries. As the prof-
its squeezed and resources robbed by the superpowers
from all over the world grow, . there is an ever-
increasing yawning gap between the developing coun-
_,;Xxes and the superpowers, the former becoming in-
~easingly poor and the latter increasinigly rich.

Today, the Third World countries and people
urgently demand a change to this extremely unreason-
able state of affairs. They strongly oppose the control
and plunder by imperialism and the superpowers; they
firmly stand for effective control and full sovereign
rights over their own resources; they firmly stand for
international trade based on equitable and reasonable
prices; they firmly stand for equality in international
economic relations between countries, big or small. All
these just demands are manifestations of the Third
World countries’ firm determination to win genuine
economic independence so as to further consolidate
their political independence, and ave also a power-
ful accusation of and challenge to the hegemonism and
power politics of the superpowers.

The two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the
#aited States, are panic-stricken and helpless in the
.ace of the current special U.N. session initiated by
the Third World countries. Putting up the signboard
of socialism and trying to bluff and deceive the
Third World, the Soviet revisionist renegade clique
is actually pursuing an out-and-out imperialist policy.
It wildly plunders and exploits the Third World
countries through its so-called *“economic 2id” and
“military assistance.” It buys cheap and sells dear
in its dealings with the Third Woirld and even
takes advantage of other people’s difficulties io extort
fabulous profits out of them. To intensify its conten-
tion with U.S. imperialism for spheres of influence, it
takes further steps in its aggression and expansion in
the Third World, vigorously preaching “international
division of labour,” “the theory of limitation of re-
sources and soverecignty” and so on in an effort to

extend the nee-colonialism it has pushed in a number .
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of East European countries to the entire Third World.
What an “international division of labour™! It only
means turning the Third World into raw material bases
and commodity markets for Soviet .social-imperialism.
And the talk about “limitation of resources and
sovereigniy”! It only means any country which is
industrially strong is entitled to rob other countries of
their resources. Soviet social-imperialism has stretched
its hands all over the Third World and there is no place
it does not try to penetrate; it greedily plunders other
people’s resources and encroaches upon other people’s
sovereignty as it pleases. It is the dangerous enemy of
the Third World countries and people.

The countries and people of the Third World know
the truth more and more clearly: To develop their own
national economics, they must never rely on the so-
called “aid™ of the superpowers but should main{ain in-
dependence and keep the initiative in their own hands
and rely mainly on their own offorts. Of course, this
does not exclude acceptance, on the basis of self-
reliance, of foreign aid based on equality and mutual
benefit and in accordance with their actual needs as
a. supplementary means for developing their national
cconomies. Referring to this question, President Boume-
diene of the Council of Revolution of Algeria pointed
out: To the Third World, this can only be realized “by
owr struggle, by being conscious of our solidar ily and
above all by having confidence in ourselves and in our
own capabilities.”” This fully cxpresses the firm will
and common conviction of the Third World countries
and people. As long as the Third Werld countries rely
on their own people to make unremitting efforts and
strengthen unity among themselves and support cach
other, they can certainly get rid of the control and
plunder by impcrialism and the superpowers step by
step and realize their aspirvations of developing their
national cconomies and building up their own countries.

The Chinese Government and pecple resolutely
support the Third World countries’ sacred aspirations
to defend their state sovereignty, protect their natural
resources and develop their national economics, and
firmly support their struggle against the control and
plunder by imperialism and the superpowers., China is
a developing socialist country belonging to the Third
World. We always stand together with the Third World
countries and fight shoulder to shoulder with them.
We regard the struggle of the Third World countries
and people against the hegemonism and power politics
of the superpowers as our own struggle. Their every
victory is a tremendous support and inspiration te
us. We believe that, by strengthening their unity and
making concerted efforts, the Third World countries will
certainly win new victories in this special session of
thé United Nations General Assembly.

(“Renmin Ribao" editorial, April 9)
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Peking Rally Welcomes Distinguished
Cambodian Guests

Ten thousand people in the capital gathered for a grand rally in the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple on April 3 to warmly welcome the Delegation of the National United Front and the Royal
Government of National Union of Cambodia with Khieu Samphan. Member of the Political Bureau
of the N.U.F.C. Central Committee, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Naticnal Defence of
the R.G.N.U.C. and Commander-in-Chief of the People's Armed Forces of National Liberation of
Cambodia, as the Head, and Ieng Sary, Special Adviser to the Deputy Prime Minister’s Office, as
the Deputy Head. Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, Cambodian Head of State, and Prime Minister
Samdech Penn Nouth and Madame Penn Nouth were invited to the rally. Chinese Party and
government leaders attending were Chou En-lai, Wang Hung-wen, Yeh Chien-ying, Yao Wen-
yuan, Li Hsien-nien, Teng Hsiao-ping, Chen Hsi-lien, Chi Teng-kuei, Wu Teh, Wang Tung-hsing,
Hua Kuo-feng, Su Chen-hua and Ni Chih-fu.

At the rally which was permeated with a warm atmosphere of unity in struggle between the
Chinese and Cambodian peoples, Vice-Chairman Wang Hung-wen and Delegation Head Khiecu
Semphan spoke. After their speeches, hosts and guests exchanged banners. The delegation also
presented the people of Peking with an automatic rifle and a rocket launcher which the People's l
Armed Forces of National Liberation of Cambodia had captured from the enemy, and sarongs

and other gifts made by Cambodian workers and peasants. Following are excerpts of their
speeches. — Ed.

Vice-Chairman Wang Hung-wen’s Speech

OMING a long way from the front to the great rear,
our Cambodian comrades-in-arms have brought us
the sentiments of militant friendship of the Cambodian
people and happy tidings of new victories. This is a
tremendous encouragement to the Chinese people who
are engaged in the campaign of criticizing Lin Piao and
Confucius and in socialist revolution and socialist
construction.

The Cambodian people are a heroic people with a
revolutionary tradition of opposing imperialism. They
have waged protracted and unremitting struggles
against imperialism for the independence of their
fatherland and for national dignity. Four years ago,
when U.S. imperialism enginecred the reactionary coup
d'etat and made a massive invasion into Cambodia, the
Cambodian people rose up in arms with dauntless revolu-
tionary heroism and unfolded a vigorous war against
U.S. aggression and for national salvation.

In the last four years, the heroic Cambodian people,
rallving closely around the National United Front of
Cambodia with Head of Stale Samdech Norodom
Sihanouk as its Chairman, holding high the banner of
resisting U.S. aggression and saving the nation, and
fearing no hardship and sacrifice, have persevered in
a people’s war and scored brilliant victorics. The Peo-
ple’s Armed Forces of National Liberation of Cambodia
have grown and expanded amidst the flames of revolu-
tionary war and become an indestructible people'’s
army. which has rendered great meritorious service to
Cambodia’s cause of national liberation. With its area
constantly expanding and the people’s political power
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becoming ever more consolidated, the Liberated Zone
in Cambodia presents a thriving scene. The Royal Gov-
ernment of National Union, which is the sole legal
government of the Cambodian people, enjoys a growing
international prestige and has established diplomatic
relations with an increasing number of countries. The
Chinese pcople, as close comrades-in-arms of the Cam-
bodian people, always regard the Cambodian people’s
victories as their own victories and heartily rejoice over
them. Let us once again exiend our warm congratula-
tions to the [raternal Cambodian people.

The Cambodian people’s war against U.S. aggres-‘
sion and [or national salvation is another brilliant
example in the contemporary world of a small nation
daring to resist the aggression of a big nation. Cam-
bodia is a country with a population of only seven
million, and the enemy the Cambodian people face is
U.S. imperialism, which is armed to the teeth. Yet the
Cambodian people are resolved to take their destiny
into their own hands. Daring to despise the colossus-
like enemy and daring to take up arms, they have per-
severed in fighting and so expanded their forces from
small to big and from weak to strong and achieved the
great victories of today. It is just as the Chinese peo-
ple’s greal leader Chairman Mao said in his statement
of May 20, 1970: “A just cause enjoys abundant support
while an unjust cause finds little support. A weak na-
tion can defeat a strong, a small nation can defeat a big.
The people of a small country can certainly defeat ag-
gression by a big country, if only they dare to rise in
struggle, dare to take up arms and grasp in their own

Peking Review, No. 1§

L




On the rostrum

hands the destiny of their country, This is a law of
history.”

. The Cambodian people’s victories have come about
Jecause the National United Front and the People’s
Armed Forces of National Liberation of Cambodia have
closely relied on the people and adhered to the correct
line of independence, initiative, self-reliance and peo-
ple’'s war. By their victories, the Cambodian people
have not only laid a solid foundation for the indepen-
dence and liberation of Cambodia and done their part
for the just cause of the three Indochinese peoples, but
also greatly inspired and supported all other oppressed
nations and peoples and made an important contribu-
tion to the anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle of
the people of the whole world.

At present, the Cambodian people are continuing
their triumphant advance and fighting heroically to
seize still greater victories. The direct invasion of
American ground forces was repulsed; the U.S. policy
of bombing has gone bankrupt; the plan of so-called
“Khmerization” of the war has also been rcpeatedly
frustrated by the Cambodian people. The traitorous

™ on Nol clique is beleaguered and fast sinking. It can
only hole up in Phnom Penh and some other isolated
cities, eking out its feeble existence. Though U.S. im-
perialism is still stepping up its aid and giving blood-
transfusion and resuscitation to the traitorous Lon Nol
clique, all its efforts to save the clique from its doom
will prove futile.

The Chinese people firmly support the five-point
declaration of Head of State Samdech Norodom Siha-
nouk and the political programme of the National
United Front of Cambodia, which were reaffirmed by
the Cambodian National Congress. The Chinese people
firmly support the Cambodian people in their strug-
gle against U.S. aggression and for national salvation.
The United States must stop all its support and aid to
the traitorous Lon Nol clique. The Cambodian ques-
tion should be settled by the Cambodian people them-
selves free from foreign interference. We are firmly
convinced that victory belongs to the heroic Cambodian
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at the rally.

people and that an independent, peacetul. neutral,
sovereign and democratic Cambodia will surcly appear.

At present, the international situation is getting
better and better. The basic characteristic of the
developing situation is universal great disorder. “The
wind sweeping through the tower heralds a rising storm
in the mountains.” The great revolutionary teacher
Lenin said: “An essential feature of imperialism is the
rivalry between several great powers in the striving for
hegemony.” There are iwo superpowers in the world
today. Relying on the few atom bombs they possess,
they are engaged in an intense rivalry for hegemony.
This is something determined by the nature of imperial-
ism. One of the superpowers is desperately trying to
hold on to the many places it has occupied: the other
is reaching out in every direction and worming its way
into every crevice. Strategically, Europe is the focus
of their contention. At the same time, their ficrce con-
tention extends also to the Middle East, the Arab world,
the Mediterranean as well as the Indian Ocean. They
talk aboul detente, but actually they are engaged in
rivalry. Their rivalry and their aggression, subversion,
interference, control and plunder everywhere have
greatly sharpened the basic contradictions in the world.
stimulated the awakening and solidarity of the people
of the world and aroused them to strong resistance. A
tidal wave of struggle against imperialism, colonialism.
neo-colonialism, hegemonism, Zionism and racism is
sweeping the globe. Moving against the tide of history.
the two superpowers inevitably run up against a wall
everywhere and land themselves in ever greater difli-
culty. They put up a bold front and keep a stiff upper
lip, but in fact they are in the plight described in the
verse: “flowers [all off, do what one may.” Countries
want independence, nations want liberation. and the
people want revolution —this is the historical irend
that no one can resist.

Lenin said on many occasions that imperialism
means aggression and war. War is inevitable so long
as imperialism exists. While having full confidence in
the future of the world, we maintain high vigilance and
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are prepared against a surprise attack by social-im-
perialism and against any trouble-making by the super-
powers in the world at large. Resolutely carrying out
Chairman Mao’s teaching of “be prepared against war,
be prepared against natural disasters, and do every-
thing for the people,” we are making every necessary
pireparation.  Whatever happens in the world, the Chi-
nuse people will unswervingly unite and fight together
with the people of the entire world,

We warmly hail the great victories won by the
three Indochinese peoples in their wars against U.S.
aggression and for national salvation and firmly sup-
port their just struggles. We firmly support the
solemn and just stand taken by the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South
Viet Nam for the thorough implementation of the
Paris agreement as well as the six-point proposal for
achieving peace and national concord in south Viet
Nam put forward recently by the Provisional Revolu-
tionary Government of the Republic of South Viet
Nam. The United States and the Saigon administration
must truly implement all the provisions of the Paris
agreement and stop all their acts which violate the
agreement. We firmly support the correct stand taken
by the Lao Palriotic Front and the Union of the Lao
Pairiotic Neutralist Forces for the thorough imple-
mentation of the Vientiane agreement and the Lao
people’s just struggle to achieve national concord and
build a peaceful, independent, neutral, democratic, uni-
fied and prosperous Laos. We are convinced that the
three Indochinese peoples, holding high the banner of
the Summit Conference of the Indochinese Peoples,
uniting closely and supporting one another, will sur-
mount all difficulties and obstacles and realize their
respective sacred national aspirations.

We firmly support the Korean people in their just
struggle to oust [oreign interference and achieve the
independent and peaceful reunification of their father-

Head of Delegation Khieu Samphan’'s Speech

rl‘ ODAY is a day of special significance, for il is a

day of get-together between the Delegation of the
National United Front and the Royal Government of
National Union of Cambodia, which has come a long
way from Cambodia — the hottest field of battle, and
the people of the renowned capital Peking. We are most
happy of the opportunity to have a joyous gathering
divectly with the people of Peking.

Before coming to the capital Peking, our delega-
tion paid a successiul visit to the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam. The extremely warm reception accorded
our delegation by the Victnamese people. the Viet Nam
I'atherland Front and the Vietnamese Government gave
full expression to the militant ynity and fraternal friend-
ship which had long been forged between Cambodia
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land, firmly suppori the Arab people, including the
Palestinian people, in their struggle against Israeli
Zionist aggression and for the recovery of the occupied
territories, firmly support the Palestinian people in
their just struggle for the restoration of their national
rights, and firmly support the peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America in their struggles against imperial-
ism, hegemonism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, Zionism
and racism and their just struggles to win or safeguard
national independence, defend state sovereignty,
develop the national cconomy and protect national re-
sources. We resolutely support all just struggles of
the people of the world.

China and Cambodia are close fraternal neigh-
bours., There exists a traditional friendship of long-
standing between our two peoples. In the protracted
anti-imperialist revolutionary struggle, we have always
sympathized with and supported cach other. Over the
past few years in particular. our solidarily and friend-
ship have been further consolidated and developed. Qur
friendship is one that can stand tests, and no one on
earth can undermine it. The Chinese people hav
always considered it their bounden internationalist dutly
to support the Cambodian pcople’'s war against U.S.
agaression and for national salvation. Four years ago,
when the flames of the Cambodian people’s war against
U.S. aggression and for national salvation had just
started to rage, the Chinese pcople’s great leader Chair-
man Mao issued his solemn statement, proclaiming to
the whole world the Chincse people’s solemn and just
stand of supporting the Cambodian people’s struggle
against U.S. aggression and for national salvation. Re-
cently, Chairman Mao again taught us; We are Com-
munists, and we must help the people; not to help the
people would be to betray Marxism. Bearing firmly
in mind Chairman Mao’s teachings, the Chinese people
are determined o unswervingly support the just strug-

gle of the Cambodian people till complete victory is
won.

-

and Viet Nam. They solemnly pledged their full support
and assistance to our people's war of national liberation
till complete victory is won over the imperialist aggres-
sors and the traitorous clique in Phnom Penh.

We are infinitely proud to be able to convey the
warmest sentiments ol revolutionary friendship of the
Cambodian nation and people to the people of Peking,
the Communist Party of China, the Government of the

-People’s Republic of China and the Chinese People's

Liberation Army and, through them, to the entire
fraternal Chinese people.

Please allow me to take this fine opportunily to
cxpress once again the deep thanks of the Cambodian
nation and. people to the fraternal Chinese people who
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have always provided them wilh multiform assistance
in their liberation struggle.

Since the coup d'etal of March 18, 1970, U.S. im-
perialism has committed most savage aggression against
Cambodia. #We the people of such a small couniry have
to fight bare-handed against the number one imperial-
ism of the world.

U.S. imperialism has resorted {o the most vicious
plols in an attempt to crush the struggle of the Cam-
bodian people. Particularly in 1973, U.S. imperialism
concentrated all its air power in Southeast Asia and
the Pacific lo bomb Cambodia conlinuously for 195 days
and nights. In so doing. it aimed at wiping oul the
Cambodian people and the People’s Armed Forces of
National Liberation ol Cambodia and compelling the
latter to surrender to it. But, filled with indignation
against the enemy and holding high the banner of
struggle, the Cambodian people and the P.AF.N.L.C.
dealt fierce counter-blows al the enemy. Instead of
being wiped out, we have csiablished firm positions on
the doorsteps of Phnom Penh.

e Allow us to take this opportunity to acquaint the
“people of the capital Peking with the current situation
of the national liberation war of Cambodia. Since the
dry season of 1973-74, U.S. imperialism has further
intensified the war against us in Cambodia, sending
additional plain-clothes military advisers to reach the
total of 3.500 and planning to increase the number {o
10,000 by the end of the year. These U.S. imperialist
advisers have already been directly giving orders to the
forces of the traitorous Phnom Penh clique on the
battlefields, such as those on the outskirts of Phnom
Penh and at Kampot, Kompong Thom and Oudong. Al
the same:time, U.S. imperialism has been trying by all
means to supply the traitorous Phnom Penh clique
with artillery, tanks and other war malerials as well
as food stuffs through the few remaining lines of com-
munication, such as the Mekong River walerway. so
as to keep them alive and have them serve as tools
for the implementation of its neo-colonialist policy.

Confronted with this situation, we the Cambodian
-people and the P.AF.N.L.C. are prepared with deter-
mination to fight long and dauntlessly, stint no sacrifice
and carry the sacred war of national liberation through
till final victory. Since the dry season of 1973-74,
we the Cambodian people and the P.A.F.N.L.C. have
actively opened up battlefields around Phnom Penh.
Making attacks in all directions, we have come within
six kilometres of Phnom Penh. As on the battlefields
to the northwest, south and east of Phnom Penh, we
have also won victories in attacking and wiping out
enemy strongholds on the outskirts of Phnom Penh.
The enemy thought that our P.AF.N.L.C. had become
exhausted and unable to capture Phnom Penh. The
fact is that our P.A.-F.N.L.C., following flexible strategic
principles formulated in -accordance with the actual
conditions, have in all circumstances seized every
oppertunity to wipe out enemy sirongholds and cffec-
tives. We won tremendous viclories on the battleficld
of Highway 4 from Prek Phdau to Thnal Totung.
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Then we lurned to swround and threaten the pro-
vincial capital Kampot and lost no time to liberate
Oudong, which used to be the ancient capital of
Cambodia and has been the cenirc of strategic impqr-
tance used by the enemy to protect Phnom Penh and
Highway 5 and intercept our armed forces moving
from the northeast to the southwest. To the east of
Phnom Penh, we have liberated areas such as Koh
Oknha Tey and Ksach Kandal, from which our gun-
shots can reach Phnom Penh, thus cutting off and
obstructing the contacts belween Phnom Penh and
Kompong Cham.

We have not only won military victories of strategic
significance. we the Cambodian people have also won
viclovies in the political, economic, diplomatic and
other fields. In the political field, the people in the
areas temporarily held by the enemy are leading a
very hard life at present. In order to live, they are
rising in courageous struggles against the traitorous
clique. In the economic field, the traitorous clique in
Phnom Penh has to rely on U.S. imperialism for aid
in all aspects, while we can be self-sufficient by
developing production. Our Liberated Zone is becom-
ing more and more powerful.

Diplomatically. the enemy is increasingly isolated,
while our N.UF.C. with Head of State Samdech
Norodom Sihanouk as Chairman and our R.G.N.U.C.
with Samdech Penn Nouth as Prime Minister enjoy an
cver rising prestige and have won warm and active
support from many friends throughout the world.
Sixty countries have recognized the R.G.N.U.C. as the
sole legal government of Cambodia. The R.G.N.U.C.
is qualified and has the ability to run the affairs of
the whole of Cambodia.

In sum, the enemy is in a desperale plight with
no way out. Though U.S. imperialism is pushing
“Khmerization” of the war and continuing to prop up
by all means the trailorous Phnom Penh clique, it
is unable to retricve the worsening situation. On the
other hand, we have vast areas. We are growing ever
stronger with fighting. Our P.AF.N.L.C. are winning
ever more viclories in fighting. The P.AF.N.L.C. have
overcome various difficulties in a spirit of self-reliance
and become a very powerful army ideologically,
politically and tactically.

On the basis of the above-mentioned victories, it
is possible for us to annihilate the enemy completcly
in the near future.

While the great victories of the Cambodian people
and P.A/F.N.L.C. have been won with their own blood
and sweat, these victories are inseparable from the
support and assistance given by the people of the
world, particularly by the [raternal Chinese people.
In the struggle of the Cambodian nation and people,
whether in success or adversilty, we have always re-
garded the ‘People’s Republic of China as our most
reliable and selid. rear area. Following the teachings
of their illustrious leader Chairman Mao Tsetung, and
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adhering to the principle and spirit of internationalism,
the Chinese people have consistently supported the
struggles of the people of the world against colonialism
and imperialism and for national liberation.

On behalf of the R.G.N.U.C, the N.U.F.C. and the
P.AF.N.L.C. our delegation wishes to take this oppor-
tunily to express once again our deep thanks to the
Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese Government
and people. We are firmly convinced that no matter
what happens. the Chinese Communist Party and the
Chinese Government and pcople will continue to give

all-out support and assistance to the sacred struggle of
the Cambodian nation and people {ill the realization
of the five-point declaration issued on March 23, 1970
by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, Head of Stale of
Cambodia and Chairman of the N.UF.C., and till
complete victory.

With this conviction, T once again express my deep
thanks to His Excellency Chou En-lai and their Ex-
cellencies the Party and state leaders of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Peking Municipal Rev-
olutionary Committee for holding this grand rally.

Warmly Greet Lao People’s New Victory

S e

HE formal proclamation of the founding of the Lao

Provisional National Union Government and the
National Coalition Political Council on April 5, 1974 is
a new achievement in the implementation of the Agree-
ment on Restoring Peace and Achieving National Con-
cord in Laos, and an important victory of the Lao peo-
ple in their struggle to realize their national aspiration
and fundamental national rights. It conforms to the
aspiration of Lao people of all walks of life and is sup-
ported and welcomed by the Lao people. The Chinese
people extend their warm congratulations at this.

The Provisional National Union Government and
the National Coalition Political Council have come into
being after a fierce and complex struggle. As is known
to all, two coalition governments had been set up in
Laos in 1957 and 1962 respectively. However, under the
instigation of the United States, the Lao Rightist forces
staged coups and overthrew the coalition governments,
wrecking peace in Laos and plunging the Lao people
into the catastrophe of a war of aggression. Drawing
lessons from the failure of the two previous coalition
governments, the Lao people have come to deeply under-
stand that only by waging a resolute struggle against
imperialism and the reactionaries can they propel the
Lao situation forward and truly realize their national
aspiration.

Since the signing of the Vientiane agreement last
year, the Lao Patriotic Front, together with the Lao
Patriofic Neutralist Forces, has waged a resolute struggle
against obstruction and sabotage of the agreement by
the Lao ultra-Rightist forces and put forward many fair
and reasonable proposals, making unremitting efforts
to realize national concord and promote the peaceful
seitlement of the Lao question. After a fairly long
period of negotiations and struggle, agreement was
finally reached on-a series of questions on the basis of
the Vientiane agreement, and the third National Union
Government in the history of Laos was established with
the approval of His Majesty the King, The formation
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of the Lao Provisional National Union Government and
the National Coalition Political Council has created new
favourable conditions for the Lao people to solve thei
questions by themselves, free from foreign interference.

Chinese Leaders Send Messages
OFf Congratulations

Acting Chairman of the People’s Republic of
China Tung Pi-wu on April 6 sent a message to
His Majesty Sri Savang Vatthana, King of Laos,
warmly greeting the establishment of the Lao
Provisional National Union Government and the
National Coalition Political Council.

On the same day Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress of
the People’s Republic of China Chu Teh sent a mes-
sage to Prince Souphanouvong, Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Lao Patriotic Front and
Chairman of the National Coalition Political
Council of Laos, warmly congratulating him on the f
establishment of the P.N.U.G. and N.C.P.C. of
Laos and on his assumption of the office of
N.C.P.C. Chairman. The message said: “The
establishment of the Provisional National Union
Government and the National Coalition Political
Council of Laos is another new achievement of the
Lao people in their revolutionary struggle against
imperialism. The Chinese people sincerely wish the
Lao people continuous new successes in building
a peaceful, independent, neutral, democratic, uni-
fied and prosperous Laos.”

Premier Chou En-lai also sent a message the
same day to Souvanna Phouma, Prime Minister
of the Provisional National Union Government of
Laos, congratulating him on his assumption of the
office of Prime Minister of the P.N.U.G..

3
- b ~

Peking Review, No. 15




Al present, the situation in Indochina continues
to develop in the direction favourable to the people.
The three Indochinese peoples are continuing their
triumphant advance. It is hoped that the Lao Provi-
sional National Union Government and the National
Coalition Political Council will make continuous efforts
to surmount all obstacles on the road of advance and
contribute their share to the realization of peace, in-

dependence, neutrality, democracy, unity and prosperity
in Laos.

For Your Reference

Three National Union

Governments in Laos

The 1954 Geneva Agreements and the Ist National
Union Government: In July 1954 the countries taking
part in the Geneva Conference signed the Geneva Agree-
Aments on Indochina which ended eight vears of war in
Indochina. and the French Government declared its
recognition of the independence and sovereignty of
Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia. According o the Geneva
Agreements on Laos, the representative of the Royal
Laotian Government with Prince Souvanna Phouma as
its Prime Minister and the representative of the Pathet
Lao Fighting Units under the leadership of Prince Sou-
phanouvong held direct talks for the peaceful reunifica-
tion of the countiry. In the years 1956-57, agreement
was reached by the two sides on the formation of a
coalition government with the participation of the
Pathet Lao Fighting Units and on other questions. On
November 20, 1957, a coalition government which in-
cluded two representatives of the Pathet Lao Fighting
Units was proclaimed with Prince Souvanna Phouma
as Prime Minister. The Lao Patriotic Front with Prince
Souphanouvong as its Chairman began (o openly carvy
out its activities.

Instigated by U.S. imperialism, the Lao Rightists
Ahn July 1958 overthrew the National Union Govern-
ment and formed a Rightist government which exclud-
ed the Lao Patriotic Front. War was started by the
Lao Rightists in 1959,

The 1962 Geneva Agreement and the 2nd National
Union Government: To bring about a peaceful settle-
ment of the Lao question, China, Viet Nam, Cambodia,
Laos, France, Britain, the United Stiates, the Soviet
Union and six other countries held the enlarged Geneva
Conference from May 1961 to July 1962 and concluded
the Geneva Agreement on Laos. During this conference,
Prince Souvanna Phouma, Prince Souphanouvong and
Prince Boun Oum, top-ranking representatives of
the three forces in Laos, held talks in Zurich, Switzer-
land, and reached agreement on the formation of a
Provisional National Union Government and other
questions. On June 23, 1962, a Provisional Lao
National Union Government was formed with Prince
Souvanna Phouma as Prime Minister,
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China and Laos are friendly neighbours. There
exists a long-standing, traditional friendship between
the Chinese and Lao peoples. In the protracted strug-
gle against imperialism our two peoples have always
encouraged and supported each other. In the days to
come, the Chinese people will, as always, respect the
independence, sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity
of Laos, and support the just struggle of the Lao people
until they achieve complete victory.

(“Renmin Ribao”™ editorial, April 7)
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In 1963 the Lao Rightists engineered a series of
incidents in a plot to subvert the Provisional National
Union Government: patriotic personages and supporters
of peace and neutrality in the National Union Govern-
ment were assassinated, military attacks on the Pathet
Lao Fighting Units and the Lao Patriolic Neutralist
Forces were launched and armed conflict was provoked.
On April 19, 1964, the Rightists staged a military coup
d’etat and overthrew the National Union Government.
Beginning in May that year, U.S. aircrall started to
openly engage in reconnaissance, bombing and strafing
in the Lao Liberated Zone. With direct U.S. military
intervention in Laos, implementation of the Geneva
accords was completely undermined.

The 1973 Vientiane Agreement and the 3rd National
Union Government: After the overthrow of the 2nd
National Union Government the patriotic forces and
people of Laos, under the leadership of the Lao Patriotic
Front with Prince Souphanouvong as Chairman, per-
severed in armed siruggle to resist U.S. imperialism's
military aggression and the attacks of the Rightist forces
and to protect the Liberated Zone while making tireless
efforts to settle the Lao question peacefully. On March
6, 1970, the Central Committee of the Lao Patriotic
Front issued a statement in which it put forward a
five-point political solution for settling the Lao
question. The Lao Patriotic Front followed this up by
sending its representalive to Vientiane for talks with
the representative of the Vientiane Government. In
October 1972, formal talks started between the Delega-
tion of the Patriotic Forces, representing the Patriotic
Front and the Patriotic Neulralist Forces, and the Del-
egation of the Vientiane Government and on February
21, 1973 the Agreement on Restoring Peace and Achiev-
ing National Concord in Laos was formally signed in
Vientiane. This agreement stipulated that pending the
holding of general elections, a new Provisional National
Union Government (P.N.U.G.) and a National Coalition
Political Council (N.C.P.C.) to implement the provisions
of the agrecment and handle state affairs must be
formed. On September 14, 1973, the two parties signed
the protocol for implementing the agreecment and made
concrete stipulations on the composition and the distri-
bution of positions in the P.N.U.G. and the N.C.P.C.

In regard to the tasks, position and composition of
the P.N.U.G. and the N.C.P.C., these were stipulated as

(Continued on p. 22.)
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Confucius’ Doctrine of the Mean Is a
Philosophy Opposed to Social Change

by Cheh Chun, Peking University

A e,

THE doctrine of the mean was an important part of
the thought of Confucius and the Confucian school.
The bourgeois careerist, conspiralor, counter-revolution-
ary double-dealer, renegade and iraitor Lin Piao and
his sworn follower Chen Po-ta, like those of the reac-
tionary exploiting classes in history, wildly preached the
doctrine of the mean. They said: The doctrine of the
mean was ‘‘rational,” “dialectical thinking” and “one
of our nation’s great virtues.” They also said: Con-
fucius’ doctrine of the mean “exercised a great in-
{luence” on “the later development of the dialectical
philosophy in our country” and “this was a very big
merit for Confucius in the history of Chinese philos-
ophy,” and so forth.

After all, what sort of philosophy is the doctrine of
the mean? What role did it play in Chinese history?
Which classes did it really serve? This is a cardinal
issue of right and wrong and must be clearly argued
out. s

The docirine of the mean was first put out by
Confucius. He said: “The mean (chung yung)’ was a
supreme ‘“‘virtue”; “going beyond the limit” was equal
to “falling short” and it was necessary to get hold of
chung (meaning neither excess nor defliciency). This
doctrine of Confucius was further developed later by
his grandson Tzu Ssu and Tzu Ssu's disciple Mencius.

The doctrine of the mean was closely iniegrated
with the whole ideological system of Confucius. One
of his central ideas was returning fo the “rites of the
€hou Dynasty” without the slightest breach and
deviation. That was the requirement for what Confu-
cius called the supreme “‘virtue” — the doctrine of the
mean. Actually it meant complete restoration of the
hicrarchy of the slave system of the Western Chou
Dynasty.

Philosophically speaking, the so-called doctrine of
the mean wants to preserve for ever the old unity of
opposites in a contradiction and the stability of the old
quality of things. According to this doctrine, if things
go beyond the limit of the old quality or fall short of
it, they should be opposed unconditionally. Only chung
is the best, because once this is grasped. things won't
go to the extreme and the stability of the old quality
will not be destroyed.
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A certain quality has its fixed limit and it can
maintain its stability within this limit. But the doc-
trine of the mean sanctified this limit and regarded
stability of the old quality as absolute. In this respect
it desceribed old things as an unconquerable force and
as sacred and eternal. and “Heaven changeth not, like-
wise the Tao changeth not.” Obvicusly this is out-andp™
out metaphysics.

As a conception of history, the doctrine of the
mean regarded as absolute and sacred the old social and
economic formation and its superstructure, negated the
revolutionary changes and progressive movement in
society and upheld conservatism, restoration of the old
and retrogression. Therefore, this doctrine is the
dyed-in-the-wool philosophy of conservatives and reac-
tionaries. .

Marxist dialectics holds that the unity of the two
contradictory aspects in a contradiction is relative and
their struggle is absolute. The qualitative stability of
things is relative and the leap of a thing from the old to
the new quality is absolute. The immobility of things
is relative and their movement absolute. Dialectics
recognizes the qualitative stability of things but opposes
regarding this as an absolute state. According to
dia'lectics. when the struggle of the two contradiclory
avpects in a contradiction develops beyond a ccrtuinr
limit, it will inevitably destroy the stability of the old
gquality, break up the old entity, bring about transfor-
mation ol the contradiction and lead to the death
of the old and the birth of the new. This is precisely as
Engels described: “In the course of-development, all
that was previously real becomes unreal, loses its neces-
sity, its right of existence, its rationality. And in the
place of moribund reality comes a new, viable reality.”
(Ludwig Feuerbach and the End of Classical German
Philosophy.)

Therefore, Marxists inlerpret the development of
history as a process in which the new-born things (the
new social and economic formation, new class forces,
new persons and new ideas) inevitably and successively
defeat decadent things (the old social and economic
formation and its supersiructure). New-born things are
invincible. “The supersession of the old by the new is
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a general, eternal and inviolable law of the universe.”
(Mao Tsctung: On Contradiction.)

Thus it is clear that the doctrine of the mean is
diamefrically opposed td revolutionary dialectics. Is it
not extremely absurd to say that this doctrine is iden-
tical with the idea of the unity of opposites or
dialecties?

Chairman Mao has pointed out: “It is only the re-
actionary ruling classes of the past and present and the
metaphysicians in their service who regard opposites
not as living, conditional, mobile and transforming
themselves into one another, but as dead. and rigid, and
they propagate this fallacy everywhere to delude the
masses of the people, thus seeking to perpetuate their
rule” (On Contradiction.) Beginning from Confucius,
all representatives of the reactionary exploiting classes
in Chinese history preached the doctrine of the mean.
Their purpose was to safeguard their reactionary rule
and old system, old order and old culture and to oppose
reform, revolution and the movement promoting

Maociety’s advance.

* Confucius lived in the period of transition from
slave society to feudal society, an era of big social
changes in which the slave system was rapidly collaps-
ing. Stubbornly taking the reactionary stand of the
declining slave-owning aristocrats, he put forward the
doctrine of the mean in an effort to preserve the dying
slave system and oppose social changes. He said: “What
a supreme virtue it is to act according to the mean! The
common people have long failed to do so.” Tzu Ssu
said: “I now know that this doctrine of the mean can-
not be practised by the common people.” In the face of
the collapse of the slave system in the era of big social
changes, this was their hopeless lament. According to
them, the society in which “the rites were lost and
music was ruined” was all in a mess, the present was
not as good as the past, and each generation was worse
than the previous one. Successive slave revolts, the
steady growth of the forces of the new emerging land-
lord class and incessant violations of the so-called

ff?‘rites” or code of the slave system —all this went
against the doctrine of the mean they preached.

‘ For instance, the Houses of Chisun, Mengsun and
Shusun of the State of Lu were representatives of the
new emerging feudal landlord class. With more and
more land under their private ownership and their ever
expanding influence, they encroached upon the in-
terests of the ruler of Lu who represented the rule of
the slave-owning aristocrats. Confucius denounced
them for overstepping the bounds of what they should
do. Previously, only the ruler of a state could build a
capital, but each of the three houses had also built
one. How could this be permitted? So Confucius
inciled some peoplz {o destroy the two citadels built
by the Chisuns and Shusuns. Only the sovereign could
put on a dance performed by 64 dancers, but the Chi-
suns did it in their ancestral temple. Unable to con-
tain his indignation, Confucius said: “If this could be
tolerated, what else could not be tolerated?”
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Thus, Confucius advanced the task of “rectifying
titles.” The code of the slave system under which “the
king is a king, the minister a minister, the father a
father and the sen a son” must be strictly observed, and
both “going beyond the limit” and “falling shorl” were

impermissible according to the “rites of Chou.” Con-

fucius said many times that one should “go by the
rites” and not go beyond their limit or fall short of
them. Going against the “rites” was not permitted be-
cause this deviated from chung. In essence, the doc-
trine of the mean advocated by Confucius mcant
upholding the hierarchy of the old slave system and re-
garding it as sacred and eternal.

When Fan Hsuan-tzu* of the State of Tsin enactcd
laws and inscribed the statutes on an iron tripod, Con-
fucius held that this would lead the slaves to show no
respect for the aristocrats and bring about the end of
the slave-owning aristocrats’ rule. He sighed: “Tsin
probably will soon perish because they lost their ‘cri~
terion.”” Here the criterion referred to the “rites” —
the code of the slave-owning aristocracy. Without this
criterion, the doctrine ¢f the mean would be destroyed.
Hence Confucius preached that one should “restrain
oneself and return to the rites” and “not look at things,
listen to things, say things and do things which do not’
conform to the rites.” His purpose was strictly to bind
every word and action of the people to the code of the
declining system of the slave-owning aristocracy. -

Tzu Ssu also advocated that people should be con-
tent with their position, and that they should not be
insubordinate and rebellious, violate the old code and
old order or betray the “Way” of the system of the
slave-owning aristocracy. He said: “The superior man.
acts according to the mean and the inferior man acts
contrary to the mean.” By ‘“the superior man,” he
meant the declining slave-owning aristocrats., Since
they could abide by the “rites of Chou” which upheld
the slave system’s hierarchy, their acts naturally con-
formed with the doctrine of the mean. By “the inferior
man,” he meant the recbellious slaves and the new
emerging feudal forces which were “insubordinate and
rebellious.” They violated the “rites of Chou" and there-
fore were acting contrary to the doctrine of the mean.
Tzu Ssu cursed them for “being ignorant but fond of
using their own judgment, being base but wanting
power themselves.” As for such “inferior men,” they
should be mercilessly suppressed with violence.

During a big slave revolt in the State of Cheng,.
the slave-cwners ruthlessly put down this uprising
and slaughtered all the slaves who took part. In great
exaltation, Confucius praised this: “Excellent! When
the slaves are treated too leniently, they will rise in
rebellion; such rebellions must be severely sup-'
pressed!” Didn’'t Confucius himself kill Shaocheng Mou?

* Fan Hsuan-tzu was in charge of state affairs at that
time in Tsin which was a state (in the southern part of
present-day Shansi Province) under the slave system in
the Spring and Autumn Period.
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Standing for reforms, Shaocheng Mou was a very big
threat to the system of the slave-owning aristocracy.
Confucius said: “This hero of the inferior men had to
be killed.” The killing of Shaocheng Mou was precisely
to preserve the existence of the slave system and in con-
formity with the needs of the doctrine of the mean.

The above facts show that Confucius’ doctrine of
the mean was really an ideological weapon used by the
declining slave-owning aristocrats to uphold the old
system and oppose social change.

Alter Confucius and Mencius, the Neo-Confucian-
ism® (li hsueh) represented by Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi
and Chu Hsi in the Sung Dynasty (960-1279) also paid
a great deal of attention to preaching the doctrine of
the mean. Class struggle became verv intensified at
that time and peasant uprisings lollowed one after
another. In some of them the peasanis’ slogans were
“putting the noble and the lowly on an equal footing”
and “equalizing the wealth between the rich and the
poor,” which shook the rule of the feudal hierarchy. At
the same time, reformers like Wang An-shih** emerged
from among the ruling class. Maintaining that society
was developing and changing. Wang An-shih stood for
reform and was against a return to the old order. He
said: “Natural changes need not be feared, ancestral
ways need not be followed and other people’s slanders
need nol be heeded.” To a certain extent this was
progressive at that time.

Under these circumstances, the idealist Neo-Con-
fucianists represented by Cheng Hao, Cheng Yi and
Chu Hsi put special emphasis on the doctrine of the

* Neo-Conlfucianism was the idealist philosophy found-
ed by the two brothers Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi and de-
veloped by Chu Hsi. It was the official philosophy reflect-
ing the interests of the feudal ruling class in the later
period of Chinese feudal society. It described li, or reason,
as the eternal constitution of the universe and the origin
ot all things in the world. This li was a continuation of
the concept of the “ordinance of heaven.”

Cheng Hao (1032-85), alias Cheng Po-chun, and Cheng
Yi (1033-1107), alias Cheng Cheng-shu, were natives of
Honan Province. Politically, they belonged to the con-
servative party and opposed reform. Philosophically.
they advocated idealist Neo-Confucianism. Their works
included Yi Shu (Left-Over Writings) and Wen Chi (Col-
Jection ol Articles), and their works were compiled into
Collected Works of the Two Chengs.

Chu Hsi (1130-1200), a representative of the Confucian
school in the Southern Sung Dynasty, was an idealist phi-
losopher who exercised the greatest influence in feudal
times after Confucius and Mencius. He held that all things
in the universe and the feudal order were determined by
“reason,” which had existed before all things. He described
the Three Cardinal Guides and the Five Constant Virtues,
which upheld the order of feudal rule, as eternal and un-
changeable “heavenly reason.” He regarded all desire and
wishes contrary to the order of feudal rule as the vilest
“human passions.” He put forward his reactionary view
of “preserving heavenly reason and eliminating human
passions” to provide a basis for the fallacies of the feudal
ruling class such as “to exploit is justified” and “to op-
press is justified.” The Collection of Annotations for the
Four Books he compiled became a required textbook for
reading stipulated by later feudal rulers.
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mean, saying: “Not leaning to either side is called
chung; being unchangeable is called yung. Chung is
the correct way to be followed by all under heaven.
Yung is the fixed principle governing all under heaven.”
“Not leaning to either side” meant there should not be
the slightest deviation from the feudal hicrarchy;
“being unchangeable” meant there should not be the
slightest change in the feudal hierarchy.

By using the doctrine of the mean, they made the
feudal hierarchy sacred and thus created public opinion
for suppressing the peasant uprisings. Diametrically
opposed to such slogans of the revolting peasants such
as “putting the noble and the lowly on an equal foot-
ing” and “equalizing the wealth between the rich and
the poor,” they said: “The order of ranks between the
noble and the lowly should not be undermined. How can
anyone go against the ‘reason of heaven? ” They tried
to make the masses accept their positions in life and
not take any excessive action, so that the order and
code of the leudal hierarchy could be safeguarded.

They also used the doctrine of the mean to op
Wang An-shih’s reforms. They criticized the new law
he had adopted as “using the lowly to oppress the noble,
using heretic measures to interferc with the orthodox
way.” In their eyes, even a slight change in the old
system and old order was not permissible because it
might endanger the existence of the feudal hierarchy.
Obviously the Neo-Confucianists represented by the
Cheng brothers and Chu Hsi also used the doctrine of
the mean as a reactionary ideological weapon to oppose
revolution and reform.

It should be pointed out that during the prolonged
period of feudal society the feudal rulers not only made
use of the doctrine of the mean but continuously adapt-
ed and modified it. Originally this doctrine stressed
the absoluteness of the limits and scope of the old
quality (to Confucius this was the “rites” — the code of
the hierarchy under the slave system) to oppose a qua-
litative leap, revclutionary change and the movement
for social progress. Later, emphasis was placed of"
expounding another related aspect, thal is, preaching
the compromise and eclecticism in contradictions and
negaiing their siruggle. The aim here also was to op-
pose a qualitative leap, revolutionary change and the
movement for sccial progress.

Such adaptations began from the Han Dynasty (206
B.C.-220 A.D.). In his annotations to the Analects and
the Doctrine of the Mean, Cheng Hsuan*** in the Eastern

** Wang An-shih (1019-86), was a comparatively pro-
gressive stalesman, thinker and writer of the landlord
class. He was twice prime minister in the Sung Dy-
nasty and stood for carrying out political reforms, putting
the new laws into effect and restricting the privileges of
the big burcaucrats and landlords.

*** Cheng Hsuan (127-200), alias Cheng Kang-cheng, was
a native of Shantung Prevince. He explained and claborat-
ed on the Confucian classics on a wide scale and became
the outstanding scholar in the study of the Confucian classics
in the Han Dynasty.
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Han Dynasty (25-220) interpreted the mean as the com-
premise of opposites. He said: “The mean is the ap-
plication of the compromise of opposites.” In his an-
notation to the Doctrine of the Mean, Chu Hsi in the
Sung Dynasty also stressed that the mean implied the
compromise and eclecticism in contradictions. The
phrases he used included “not leaning to either side,”
“taking hold of the two ends and finding the middle,”
and “accepting unreasonable things without taking
revenge.”

All these adaptations, in the final analysis, were
made to meet the needs of the economic base of feudal
society., With the constant sharpening of the basic
contradiction — that between the landlords and the peas-
ants —in feudal society and especially alfier the great
peasant uprising at the end of the Chin Dynasty* and
the two great peasant uprisings at the end of the
Western and Eastern Han Dynasties**, the feudal ruling
class sensed that, apart from continuing to stress from
lhc positive side the sacred and inviolable nature of
\Lhe feudal hierarchy, it nceded to advocate class con-
ciliation and thus directly negate the class struggle
waged by the exploited people in order to consolidate
its rule and exploitation of the peasants. This was

*The greal peasant uprising at the end of the Chin
Dynasty was the first such uprising in Chinese history.
In. 209 B.C,, the [irst year of the reign of Chin Erh Shih,
Chen Sheng and Wu Kuang, who were among the 900
conscripts on their way for garrison duty at a frontier post,
organized the conscripts to revolt in Chihsien County (now
Suhsien County in Anhwei Province) against the tyranny
of the Chin Dynasty. This revolt won response from the
whole nation. Hsiang Yu and his uncle Hsiang Liang
started an armed uprising in Wu (now Wuhsien County in
Kiangsu Province) and Liu Pang also rose up in arms in
Pei (now Peihsien County in Shantung Province). Hsiang
Yu's army annihilated the main [orces of Chin. and Liu
Pang's troops occupied the Kuanchung arca and Chin’s
capital. In the ensuing struggle between Liu Pang
and Hsiang Yu, the latter was defeated and committed
suicide. Liu Pang became emperor and founded the Han
Dynasty.

g ** There were widespread peasant unrest and scattered
peasanl uprisings in the last years of the Western Han
Dynasty. In 8 A.D. Wang Mang overthrew the reigning
dvnasty, ascended the throne and introduced some reforms
to stave off peasan! unrest. There was serious starvation
in the south at the time and Wang Kuang and Wang Feng,
natives of Hsinshih (present-day Chingshan County in
Hupeh Province), were made leaders by the starving mass-
es to start a revolt. Later, this armed peasant force
reached Nanyang and was called the Hsinshih Army. Chen
Mu, a native of Pinglin (to the northeast of present-day
Suihsien County in Hupeh Province), led more than 1,000
people in revolt and their armed forces were called the
Pinglin Army. The Bronze Horses and the Red Eyebrows
were peasant forces which revolted during Wang Mang's
reign in what now is central Hopei and central Shantung
Provinces respectively. The Red Eyebrows led by Fan
Chung, the largest of the peasant forces at that time, were
so named because the rebels painted their eyebrows red.

In 184 AD. during the reign of the Emperor Ling of
the Eastern Han Dynasty, peasant forces in revolt led by
Chang Chiao were called the Yellow Turbans after their
headdress.
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why it made adaptations to the doctrine of the mean
and widely propagated it.

Many centuries later, Chiang Kai-shek also laid
special stress on the doctrine of the mean. While car-
rying out counter-revolutionary military encirclement
and suppression of the people’s revolutionary forces led
by the Chinese Communist Party in the period of the
ten-year civil war (1927-37), he wildly trumpected the
doctrine of the mean. This doctirine, he asserted. was
“the subtlest and most practical philosophy of life.”
“an excellent ethical philosophy and excellent political
philosophy™ and “an eternal principle.” Chiang Kai-shek
tried to use the threadbare doctrine of the mean to
maintain the =semi-feudal and semi-colonial social
system and his [ascist dictatorship of the landlords and
comprador-bourgeoisie, sap the people’s revolutionary
will, bind them hand and foct and restrain them from
rising in revolutionary rebellion, that is, “every one
follows his nature, every one enjoys his place and there
are no conflicts.” His purpose was to maintain reac-
tionary imperialist, feudalistic and bureaucrat-capitalist
rule in China. The military encirclement and suppres-
sion and the advocating of the doctrines of Confucius
and Mencius were Chiang Kai-shek’s dual tactics to
suppress revolution.

In the period of socialism the doctrine of the mean
is still an ideological weapon used by the landlord class
and the bourgeoisie tc oppose the revolution. The
struggle is very sharp between reform and sticking to
the old, between revolution and restoration and be-
tween progress and retrogression in this historical
period. Its reflection in philosophy is the sharp struggle
between dialectics and metaphysics., Applying ihe
Marxist-Leninist lJaw of unity of opposites in observing
socialist society, Chairman Mao advanced the theory of
continuing the revolution under the dictatorship ol the
proletariat and formulated for our Party the basic line
for the whole historical pericd of socialism. To uphold
the political and economic interests of the declining and
moribund bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes,
and to realize their eriminal plots in attempting to sub-
vert the dictatorship of the proletariat and restore
capitalism, Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao and other chieftaing
who pushed a revisionist line, like the reactionary
classes in history, used the doctrine of the mean as an
important ideological weapon to oppose proletarian
revolution, the dictatorship of the proletariat and con-
tinuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat and oppose the Party’s basic line for the whole
historical period of socialism.

In his big poisoiious weed Why Do Pecple Make
Mistakes? wriitten duving the period of the democratic
revolution, Liu Shao-chi talked a good deal about *“io
go beyond the limit is as bad as to fall short” and made
Confucius’ doctrine of the mean his philosophical
maxim. When. guided by the Party’s general line for
the transition period. we carried out socialist transfor-
mation in ownership and on other fronts, Liu Shao-chi
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hastenzd to bring up the slogan “Sirive to consolidate
the new-democratic system™ to oppose the transforma-
tion in ownership. He babbled that “socialism is a
future issue and it is too early now to raise this ques-
tion” and that “to bring about state and collective
ownership too early is contrary to the intercsts of the
mujority of the people and runs counter {o progress.”

Liu Shao-chi also opposed reforms in culture, say-
ing (hat “in making theatrical reforms, don't be im-
petuous and don’t change beyond the limit,” and “you
can’t change too early or go too far from the original.”
“You can't change too early,” “don’t change beyond
the limit” and “you can’t go too far from the original”
— all this in fact meant not permitting change. making

qualitative changes and going forward. In other words,.

it meant using the doctrine of the mean to oppose the
Party’s general line for the transition period and oppose
socialist transformation, in his futile cfforts to
perpetuate capitalism in town and counlryside.

When the people of the whole country brought
about a big leap forward in 1958 under the guidance of
the Party’s general line for socialist construction, Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao hurled all kinds of abuse to vent
their hatred for the big leap forward. The former at-
tacked it with such phrases as “going crazy” and
“going oo hastily and getting into trouble”; the latter
attacked the Party’s general line, the big leap forward
and the people’s communes, saying that they were all
“Left” products, “a losing business” and “doings based
on illusion.” They clamoured for going backward, say-
ing that “industry as well as agriculture should beat a
retreat sufficiently, including fixing output quotas on
the basis of individual households and going it alone.”
They vainly attempted to use the reactionary philosophy

— “to go beyond the limit is as bad as to fall short”

and the doctrine of the mean — to resist the Party’s
general line of going all out, aiming high and achieving
greater, faster, better and more economical results in
building socialism, and oppose the big leap forward in
socialist construction, thereby fanning up counter-
revolutionary opinion for their restoration of capitalism
and retrogression.

The struggle has been even more sharp since the
starl of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, which
has been carried out under. the guidance of the Party’s
basic line for the whole historical period of socialism
and is the great practice of continuing the revolution
under the dictatorship of the proletariat. This revolu-
tion has dealt heavy blows at the reactionary forces of
imperialism, revisionism and reaction abroad and-the
landlord class and the bourgeoisic at home, and has
also severely pounded the old ideas, old culture, old
customs and old habits of the exploiting classes. A
series of socialist new things has emerged in the Great
Cultural Revolution. This represenis very profound
social changes.

Like all other representatives of the exploiting
classes, Lin Piao harbeured .inveterate hatred for the
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Great Cultural Revolution. He ranted that the doc-
trine of the mean was “rational,” maliciously slandered
the Great Cultural Revolution, atlacked the new things
that have emerged in this revolution, described the
present excellent siluation as bleak and dreary and
spread the reactionary saying that the present was worse
than the past. He used the doctrine of the mean as a
theoretical pillar for staging a counter-revolutionary
coup d'etat and his vengeful counter-attack on the pro-
letariat and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.
This shows that in the socialist period the doctrine of
the mean has become a reaclionary ideological weapon
in the hands of the bourgeois reactionaries to oppose
the Poriy’s basic line and oppose continuing the rev-
olution under the dictatorship of the proletariat and to
try lo restore capitalism.

However, the objective law governing historical
development cannot be altered by the subjective will
of such renegades and traitors as Liu Shao-chi and Lin
Piao. The reactionary philosophy of the doctrine of
the mean cannot hold back history from advance. Rev-
olutionary leaps take place one after another and the e
reaclionary philosophy of the doctrine of the mean
mects defeat again and again. Exactly as our great
teacher Chairman Mao has concluded: “Opportunists
who want to stem the tide are to be found almost every-
where, but the tide can never be stemmed. Socialism
is everywhere advancing triumphantly, leaving all
obstructions behind.”

Of course, the downfall of Liu Shao-chi and Lin
Piao does not spell the end of the struggle. The struggle
between reform and sticking to the old, between rev-
olution and restoration and between advance and re-
trogression will continue throughout the hislorical
pericd of socialism. The reactionary forces of the bour-
geoisie are always trying to make a come-back and turn
back the wheel of history. We must firmly resist the
tide of sticking to the old, restoration and retrogression.
We must use Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought
as our sharp weapon to thoroughly criticize the doctrine
of the mean, the reactionary ideas of Confucius and the
idea of revering Confucius and opposing the Leagalist
school, and carry the socialist revolution in the realm
of superstructure through to the end.

Chairman Mao said in 1956: “Things develop
ceaselessly. It is only forty-five years since the Rev-
olution of 1911, but the face of China has completely
changed. In another forty-five years, that is, in the
year 2001, or the beginning of the 21st century, China
will have undergone an even greater change.” (In
Commemoration of Dr. Sun Yat-sen.) Chairman Mao
said in 1962: “The next 50 to 100 years or so, beginning
from now, will be a great era of radical change in the
social system throughout the world, an earth-shaking
era without equal in any previous historical period.”
We oppose conservatism, restoration and retrogression.
We stand for reform, revolution and social progress. We
firmly believe that no force on earth can prevent the
advance of the big wheel of history.
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