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Chairman Mao Meets President Nyerere

HAIRMAN Mao Tsetung met Julius K. Nyerere, Pres-
ident of the United Republic of Tanzania, on the
afternoon of March 25.

This was the third meeting between Chairman Mao
and President Nyerere. When President Nyerere visited
China in 1965 and J968, Chairman Mao met and had
cordial and friendly conversations with him.

Meeting President Nyerere on March 25, Chairman

#[20 extended a warm welcome to him and said cordial-

1y: We haven't met for several years. President Nyerere
warmly wished Chairman Mao good heallh, {irmly shook
hands with him and warmly embraced him. President
Nyerere then introduced to Chairman Mao Minister for
Foreign Affairs John S. Malecela, Minister for Commu-
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nications and Works Job Malecela Lusinde, Minister for
Defence and National Service Edward Moringe Sokoine
and Minister of State of the First Vice-President’s Office
Hassan Nassor Moyo, who were accompanying the Pres-
ident on the visit, as well as Tanzanian Ambassador to
China R.S. Wambura. Chairman Mao shook hands with
all the distinguished guests and then had a wide-rang=
ing conversation with President Nyererce and Ministers
Malecela and Moyo.

The meeting proceeded in a sincere and friendly
almosphere.

Also at the meeling were Premier Chou En-lai. Vice=
Chairman Wang Hung-wen. Assistant Minister Wang
Hai-jung. and Tang Wen-sheng and Chang Han-chih.
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President Nyerere Arrives in Peking

ULIUS K. Nyerere, President of

the United Republic of Tanzania,
arrived in Peking on March 24 by
special plane on-a state visit to. China
at the invitation of Acting Chairman
Tung Pi-wu and Premier Chou
En-lai,

President Nyerere and other dis-
tinguished Tanzanian guests accom-
panying him were given a rousing
welcome at the airport by Chinese
leaders Chou En-lai, Yeh Chien-ying,
Li Hsien-nien, Teng Hsiao-ping, Chen
Hsi-lien, Wu Teh, Ngapo Ngawang-
Jigme, and leading members of de-
pariments cencerned Chi Feng-fei,
. Fang Yi and Peng Shao-hui. as well
s several  thousand pecple in the
canital,

Feking was filled with a warm
atmosphere of friendship between
the pecple ¢f China and Tanzania.
ted lanterns hung over the Ticn An
Men rostrum; ecloured flags Muttered
1 the breeze at the airport and along
“"the main streets in the cily proper;
fong streamers  Lrailing  from  tall

aildings read: “Warmly welcome
Fivsident Nyereve!”  “TFirmly sup-
part  the Tanzanian pecple’s just

druggle to safeguard national in-
denendence and  state sovereigniy!”
“Long live the friendship between
the pecple of China and Tanzania!™

When the plane carrying President
Nyerere and other Tanzanian guests
touched down, the airport rescunded
wilh warm apglause amid the beat-
ing of gongs and drums. Premier
Chou En-lai, Vice-Chairman Yeh
Chien-ying and other Chinese lead-
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ers walked up to President Nyerere
and warmly shock ‘hands with him
and embraced him. A grand wel-
come ceremony took place at the
airport which flew the national flags
of China and Tanzania.

In the evening. Premier Chou
gave a grand welcome banquetl in
the Great Hall of the Pecple. Buth
Fremier Chou and President Nyercre
spoke at the banquet, (For excerpls
of speeches see pp. 7-9.) Their
speeches were punctuated by -warm
applause.

Renmin  Ribao published ™ an
editorial on March 24 on Fresident
Nyerere's visit tc China. If said:
Fresident Nyerere  ones again
Brings to us frem fighting Africa
the precious friendship of  the
Tanzanian pecple. We hercby ex-
tend a warm weleome to this respzei-

ed Iriend of the Chineze peeple.

The editoiial pointed out: We
have  consistently advocated  that
ceuntries  should E2 treated as

equals —bea’ they big er small, rich
¢ poor, strong c: weak. We res-
clutely oppose the hegemonism' and
power pclities of the big browbeat-
ing’ the small, the rich oppressing
the poor and the strong bullying the
weak, The Chinese people will al-
ways stand en the side of the people

of Africa in their united just
struggle against imperialism.

In concluzion, the editorial sin-
cerely. wished President - Nyerere
complete success in his visit, ex-

pressing the hope that the friend-

‘as  Chairman,
-waged

ship belween the pecple of China
and Tanzania will endure as long as
the Himalayas and Kilimanjaro.

Celebrating Cambodian People‘;

Anniversary

Marvch 23 was the 4th anniversary
of the founding of the National
United Front of Cambodia and the
Feople’'s Armed Forces of National
Likeration of Cambodia. To celebrate
the occasion, Samdech Norodom
Sihanouk, Head of State and
Chairman of the National United
Front of Cambodia, and his wife
Princess Monique Sihanouk gave a
banquet in Kwangchow that day.

attended by leading members of {he

Revolutionary Committees of Kwang-
tung Province and Kwangchow
Municipality as well as of the local
P.I.A. units. Another banquet given
Ey Amkassador of the Kingdom of
Cambadia to China Kh:

Deovun and his wile in Peking 1h
day was allended by Vice-
Prémicr Li Hsien-nien' and leading
memkers-of depariments cohearned.

Toch

rane

Rtnmin  Ribao  published an
editorial en March 23, warmly gre=t-
ing the Cambodian pecple on' this
anniversary.

Entitled “The Heroic Cambodian
Feoplé Are Advancing Trium-
phantly,” it said: “In ihe last four
years, the Camboedian people, under
the leadership of the National United
Front of Cambodia with Head of
State Samdech Norodom Sihancuk
have heroically
a war to resist US. im-
perialism and take punitive action
against the traitorous Lon Nol clique
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in order to realize the five-point
declaration and the political program-
me of the Front. They have brought
about an excellent situation through
fighting. Now, over 90 per cent of
the national territory with a popula-
tion of some 5.5 million have been
liberated and people's administra-

-

tions at various levels have become
inereasingly consolidated. The Peo-
ple's Armed Forces of National
Liberation of Cambodia have been
expanding steadily and becoming
stronger and stronger in battle.
They have developed into a powerful
people’s armed force. The Royal

Government of National Union of
Cambodia has won the enthusiastic
support of the broad masses in the
country as well as extensive interna-
tional sympathy and support; its
prestige is rising daily.”

The editorial pointed out that
under heavy pounding by the
patriotic armed forces and people, the
traitorous Lon Nol clique is tottering
and may collapse any day. It cannot
do otherwise than bottle itself up in
Phnom Penh and several other
isolated cities. trying to prolong its
precarious existence. This gang of
national scum can never escape total
collapse no matter how desperately
it struggles.

We are convinced, the editorial said,
that so long as the Cambodian people
strengthen their unity and persevere
in the struggle, they will certainly be
able to atlain their national aspira-/
tions and fundamental national rights]

4]

Chinese Government Lodges Strong

Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Yu
Chan summoned Soviet Ambassador
to China V.S. Tolstikov on March 23
and handed him a note lodging a
strong protest with the Soviet Gov-
ernment against its sending aircraft
to intrude into China for espionage
and disruptive activities. The protest

s note reads:

“On March 14, 1974 a Mi-4 armed
reconnaissance helicopter belonging
to the Soviet Union intruded deep
into China’s Sinkiang Uighur Auton-
omous Region, landed on more than
one occasion in Habahe County and
carried out espionage activities. The
helicopter and the three military per-
sonnel on board were captured on the
spot by Chinese {rontier guards and
militiamen.

“The Soviet authorities cooked up
a bunch of lies to cover up the crime.
In its notification to the Chinese
Embassy in the Soviet Union on
March 15, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Soviet Union alleged

Soviet Government

that a Soviet helicopter had entered
China unintentionally while on a
‘first aid” mission. However, thorough
investigation by the Chinese side
cstablished that the helicopter carried
neither medical personnel on a ‘first
aid’ mission, nor any medicine or
medical equipment ; instead, it carried
arms and ammunition and reconnais-
sance equipment. Documents found
on board and the activities of the
three military personnel prove that
they were instructed to carry out a
‘special mission.” With the culprits
and material evidence at hand, the
case is conclusive. It is impossible
for the Soviet authorities to shirk
their criminal responsibility of send-
ing this helicopter to intrude into
China for espionage.

“It must be pointed out that this
is not an isolated incident. Over a
long period, the Soviet authorities
have frequently sent aircraft to in-
trude into China’s border areas to
disrupt the productive activities of

\

Protest With

Chinese inhabitants and engage in
flagrant espionage. Despite the re-
peated protests of the Chinese side
with the Soviet authorities, Soviet'
air intrusions have grown more
frequent and unbridled. In the period
from January 1973 to the present
alone, there have been as many as 61
Soviet air intrusions into China's
Sinkiang region. This fully reveals
the Soviet authorities’ consistent posi-
tion of disregarding China's sov-
creignty and being hostile to the
Chinese people.

“The Chinese Government hereby
lodges a strong protest with the
Soviet Government against its dis-
patching of aircraft to intrude into
China for espionage and disruptive
activities. The Chinese Government
demands that the Soviet Government
guarantee against similar incidents in
future. Otherwise, the Soviet Govern-
ment must bear full responsibility for
all the consequences arising there-
from.”

March 29, 1974
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and achieve the independence,
neutrality, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Cambodia.

“The people of China and Cambodia
have always encouraged and sup-
pnorted each other in their eommon
struggle. In the days to come, the
Chinese people will, as always, stand
firmly on the side of the Cambodian
people and staunchly support their
Just struggle till complete victory,”
the Renmin Ribao editorial concluded.

Diplomatic Relations Established
Between China and
Guinea-Bissau

Kang Hsiao, Representative of tke
Government of the People’s Republic
of China. and Victor Saude Maria,
Representative of the Government of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, signed
a joint communique on the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between
China and Guinea-Bissau in Conakry
on March 15, 1974. The communique
said:

“The Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau, in conformity with the
interests and desire of the two coun-
tries, have decided to establish dip-
lomatic relations at ambassadorial
level.

“The Chinese Government and
people resolutely support the Gov-
ernment and people of the Republic
of Guinea-Bissau in their just
struggle against imperialism, colonial-
ism and neo-colonialism as well as
for the liberation of the country’s
entire territory and the complete in-
dependence of their fatherland.

“The Government of the Republiz
of Guinea-Bissau recognizes that-the
Government of the People’s Republic
of China is the sole legal government
representing the entire Chinese peo-
ple and that Taiwan Province is an
inalienable part of the territory of the
People’s Republic of China,

‘““The two Governments have agreed
to develop friendly relations and co-
operation between the two countries
on the basis of the principles of
mutual respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual non-

aggression, non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit and peaceful coexis-
tence.”

Renmin Ribao published an edi-
torial on March 22 congratulating the
event.

It said: The people of Guinea-
Bissau, who have a glorious tradition
of combating foreign aggression, have
waged a protracted and heroic
struggle to rid themselves of Portu-
guese colonialist rule. The founding
of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau has
powerfully encouraged and supported
the African people who are struggling
for national independence.

The editorial pointed out that part
of the territory of Guinea-Bissau is
still illegally occupied by the Por-
tuguese colonialists who are still
enforeing a fascist colonial rule and
carrying out a brutal war of aggres-
sion. The people of Guinea-Bissau are
determined to liberate the whole
country and win the complete inde-
pendence of the fatherland. The
editorial expressed profound confi-
dence that the Guinean-Bissau people
will certainly win complete victory,

Premier Chou Meets Philippine
National Basketball
Delegation

Premier Chou En-lai on March 23
met all the members of the National
Men’s Basketball Delegation of the
Philippines with Eduardo Romualdez
as the leader and Gonzalo Puyat as
the deputy leader. He had a friendly
talk with delegation leader Romual-
dez.

Following the delegation’s arrival
in Peking on March 19, the Chinese
and Philippine men’s basketball
teams played a friendly match on
March 21. Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-
ping was present and met the leader
and deputy leader of the delegation
before the match. The excellent tech-
nique and good sportsmanship of the
players of both countries in play
drew enthusiastic applause from the
18,000 spectators, The Chinese team
won 112:92.

The Philippine team is scheduled
to play several matches with other
Chinese teams,

Revolution Promotes Peking’s
Industrial Production

The mass movement to criticize
Lin Piao and Confucius now develop-
ing all over China has greatly fired
the revolutionary enthusiasm of the
workers and staff in Peking’s indus-
trial and transport departments and
vigorously promoted production.

Gross industrial output rose 7 per
cent in January and 29 per ceni in
February compared with the cor-
responding months last year. In the
first two months of this vear, the
city’s power industry generated 25
per cent more electricity and the
railway bureau handled 8 per cent
mere freight and 14 per cent more
passengers than in the same period
in 1973. Output of steel, rolled steel,
coal, synthetic ammonia, chemicad®
fertilizer, motor vehicles, cotton yarn,”
cloth. sewing machines, wrist
watches and other major products all
surpassed state quotas. The quality
of many products is stable or has
further improved in some cases.

The main force of the movement,
the workers actively take part in the
struggle of criticizing Lin Piao and
Confucius. Party committees at
various levels have attached top im-
portance to this struggle, Leading
cadres go to basic units to study and
criticize together with the masses.
Study classes are run and a backbone
force of more than 200,000 people has
been trained.

The workers first concentrated
their eriticism on Lin Piao’s reaction
ary programme for restoring capital-
ism — “resiraining oneself and re-
turning to the rites.” The more they
criticize, the more their hatred for
capitalism grows and the more they
love socialism, and they become
more determined to step up socialist
construction. Veteran worker Hou
Teh-lin of the Peking Motor Vehicle
Corporation worked hard at trial-
producing a new-type sedan car chas-
sis spring while taking part in the
criticism, and did not go home for
more than 10 days.

Many workers voluntarily took
over heavy tasks. They increased
output of vehicles 43 per cent in the

(Continued on p. 26.)
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At Banquet Welcoming President Nyerere

Premier Chou’s Speech

(Excerpts) -

N behalf of Chairman Mao Tsetung, Acting Chair-

man Tung Pi-wu and the Chinese Government and
people, I wish to express our warm welcome to His
Excellency President Nyerere and the other distin-
guished guests from Tanzania.

Tanzania is a country that is young and full of
revolutionary vigour. The Tanzanian people are a
people with a glorious tradition of combating imperial-
ism and colonialism. Under the leadership of President

-Nyerere, the Tanzanian people have since independence

continually frustrated imperialist, colonialist and neo-
colonialist schemes of aggression, interference and
subversion, successfully defending their national in-
dependence and state sovereignty. Acting on the prin-
ciples of independence and self-reliance embodied in
the Arusha Declaration formulated by President Nyerere
personally, the Tanzanian people have worked hard with
vision and determination and achieved marked success
in developing the national econemy and culture and
building up national defence. In international affairs,
the Tanzanian Government has consistently uphcld
justice, firmly opposed imperialism, colonialism, neo-
colonialism, racism, Zionism and big-power hegemonism
and rendered active support to African national-libera-
tion movements as well as the just struggles of the
Arab, the Indochinese and the Korean pcoples. It has
thus made outstanding contributions to the reinforce-
ment of the Afro-Asian people’s cause of unity against

perialism and won the acclaim and admiration of
other Third World countries and the pcople of the
whole world. We, the Chinese people, regard the vic-
tories of the fraternal Tanzanian people as our own
victories and greatly rejoice at your achicvements. We
sincerely wish that you will centinue to win new and
still greater victories on your road of advance.

At present, the international situation is charac-
terized by universal great disorder. It is developing in
a direction ever more favourable to the peoples of the
world and unfavourable to imperialism and reaction,
particularly to the two superpowers which are contend-
ing with each other in a vain attempt to seize world
hegemony. One of the superpowers, beset with troubles
both at home and abroad, is having a hard time. The
other superpower entertains wild ambitions but lacks
the strength to achieve them; it reaches out in all direc-
tions but runs up against the wall everywhere. It is
in a dire predicament. The two superpowers at times
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talk about detente, but in acluality they are engaged in
an intense rivalry. Strategically, Europe is the focus
of their contention. At the same time they are also
contesting with each other in many other areas. From
the Mediterranean to the Arab world, the Middle East,
the Indian Ocean — everywhere they are fiercely con-
tending with each other. Their intensified contention
and their constant aggression, interference, control and
subversion directed againsi sovereign states are drasti-
cally sharpening all the basic contradictions in the con-
temporary world, further arousing the people of all
countries and impelling the Third World to closer unity.
At present, the struggle of the Third World countries
and peoples to safeguard or win national independence
and oppose the power politics and hegemonism of the
superpowers, and the struggle of the masses of people
in the capitalist eountries against monopoly capital's
exploitation and shifting of the burdens of economic
crises on to them are supporting each other and develop-
ing in depth and breadth, which presents an excellent
revolutionary scene of “The wind sweeping through the
tower heralding a rising storm in the mountains.”
Countries want independence, nations want liberation,
and the people want revolution — this has become the
irresistible historical trend. Viewing the future of the
world, we are full of confidence. As the verse goes,
“flowers fall off, do what one may,” the superpowers
are bound lo decline further. The people of the world
will surcly advance triumphantly amidst the great
turbulence.

The cuwrrent situation in Africa, too, is excellent.
The African people are continually winning important
victories in their struggle against imperialism, colonial-
ism, racism, Zionism and big-power hegemonism. The
Republic of Guinea-Bissau was born in glory amidst
the flames of armed struggle. The armed struggles and
mass movements for national liberation carried on by
the pcoples of Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe, Nami-
bia and Azania continue to develop in depth. The
numerous independent states, on the basis of the
struggles they waged in the {irst decade, are advancing
victoriously along the road of consolidating political in-
dependcnce and winning economic independence. The
African countries extend support and solidarity to each
other in their common struggle, bringing about an ex-
cellent situation of unity against imperialism and hege-
monism., We are convinced that the African pcople,
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strengthening their unity and persisting in ‘struggle,
will surely win complete independence and liberation
for the entire continent of Africa. Following the teach-
ings of Chairman Mao Tsetung, the Chinese people stand
firmly by the African people and will unswervingly
support their just struggle. We have always held that
the revolutionary struggles of the people of a1£ countries
support each other. The revolutionary struggles of the
people of Africa and other countries are all a poewerful
support 1o our revolutionary cause.

China is a socialist country, and it is our bounden
proletarian internationalist duty to sympathize with and
support the revoluticnary struggles of the people of
other countries. How can a communist party or a social-
ist country be worthy of its name if it does not support
the people’s revolutionary struggles? We will, as always,
firmly support the revolutionary struggles of all op-

President Nyerere's Speech o

pressed peoples and all oppressed nations. This prin-
cipled stand of the Chinese people will never change.

China and Tanzania are both developing countries
belonging to the Third World. Our two peoples have
met with similar experience and have always sym-
pathized with and supported each other in our pro-
tracted struggles against [oreign aggression and oppres-
sion and for naticnal independence and liberaticn. It
is our similar experience in the past and our common
fighting tasks at present that provide a solid fcundation
for the continuous development of the f riendly relations
and co-operation between our two countries. We believe
that the current visit to China by His Excellency the
President will certainly make a new positive contribu-
tion to furthering the friendly relations and co-opera-
tion between China and Tanzania and the friendship
between cur two pecrles.

'y

(Excerpts)

ON behall of my colleagues and mysclf 1 wish to

express our thanks for the warmth of the reception
we have received since landing in your country. Tan-
zania is a small state in the Continent of Africa. It is
neither rich nor powerful: its 14 million people
are a numerically insignificant portion of the world's
population. Therefore. when we are rececived with so
much honour and so much kindness in this great coun-
try I believe that the People’s Republic of China is
doing a very significant thing. You are asserting, once
again, that China recognizes the humanity of all men,
and the rights of all natiens. regardless of their power
or their strength.

This is not surprising to those of us who have
begun to understand the principles upon which the
Pcople’s Republic of China is based. Nor is it a show
designed lo conceal the realities of Chinese policies. For
we in Tanzania have reason to know that the Chinese
people. under the leadership of Chairman Mao Tsetung
and the Communist Party of China, demonsirate their
convictions first by action. and only afterwards by
words and displays. '

There are two reasons why I am pleased to visit
your country for the third time. The first is thai I
want to learn more, When I first came to China in
1965 I was impressed by the serious dedication of your
people and your Government to the cause of national
development. I was impressed by your discipline, the
selflessness of the people and the people’s cadres, and
the way in which you were usmg your own resources
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for the benefit of the masses rather than the enrich-
ment of a few individuals.

In 1968 I saw that the Chinese people themselves
had still been dissatisfied with the progress which had
so much impressed my collcagues and myself in 1965
The Cultural Revoluticn reflected that dissatisfaction,
and the determination to remain true to the revolution-
ary principles of the Chinese Communist Party. 1t
seemed to me then that this new effort had further
strengthened the people of this country. and enhanced
their power over themselves and over their destiny.

Now we have come lo learn of the further pm"‘
gress which you have been making. I suspect that we
shall, once again, be impressed by your achicvements,
and that we shall discover thal you and your ccl-
leagues, Mr. Prime Minister, are still dissatisfied. As
I am a Christian I regard your attitude as that of “divine
discontent,” for although you do have an almost per-
manent dissatisfaction with the speed of your advance.
the Government and people of China never allow
themselves to be disheartened. Instead you use any fail-
ure to attain the very exacting standards you set for
yourselves as a spur to further efforts. It may be that
this is the secret of China's constantly increasing rate
of advance towards justice, well-being, and equality,
for all its peoples. I think that we in Tanzania, who
have done very much less than you have done, have
need to study what you would regard as your revolu-
tionary discontent and to apply it. in our language. to
our own situation, -

Peking Review, No. 13



So the first reason for my visit is to continue with
the education of myself, and I hope indirectly of my
countrymen. We are therefore grateful for the time
which you, Mr. Prime Minister, and your colleagues,
{ake from your manifold and pressing duties to explain
to us what you are trying to do and how you intend
to do it. We also appreciate the opportunities which
you give us to visit developments in your rural areas,
and in your factories and other industrial undertakings.
We shall not flalter you by irying to make an exact
copv of what we see. But I hope we shall be good
pupils who learn. and then apply their lessons to their
own situation.

The second reason for my pleasure in being here
again is that it gives me an opportunity to express, in
this country, Tanzania’s appreciation of the many Chi-
nese actions of solidarity with the people of the United
Republiz of Tanzania, and with the peoples of Africa
who are still sulfering under the yoke of colonialism

. d racialism.

Tanzania and Zambia are neighbouring f[rontier
states in Africa. We both share borders with countries
which are still occupied and governed by alien powers
in their own interests. Zambia is in much the worse
geographical position because it is land-locked and
shares borders with three of the colonially dominated
arcas of Africa. Further, Zambia has copper, which is
of great interest to the nco-colonialist forces of the
world, who are therefore very active in that state. Yet
although the UNIP Government of Zambia, and the
TANU Government of Tanzania, recognized their need
for solidarity and united action from the moment of
their independence, contact and communication was
extremely difficult. At the beginning, when President
Kaunda and I spoke to each other on the telephone,
we were linked up through Salisbury — the capital of
a racialist minority state! We had one dirt road link-

Ming our two territories, and no railway.

Yet when we looked to the wealthy nations and
jnstitutions of the West for help in remedying this situ-
ation, we found that their protestations of friendship
did not mean a willingness to help us against the dan-
ger from the racialist and colonialist states of southern
Africa. They assured us that a railway was uneco-
nomic and unnecessary — as indeed it was from their
point of view. For a railway between Zambia and
Tanzania would take traffic from the railways built
by, and run for the benefit of, the imperialist forces.
And it would strengthen the economies and the security
of both our anti-imperialist states.

It was in this situation that China demonstrated
its true nature. Despite the- manoeuvres and machina-
tions of the neo-colonialist forces, an agreement was
signed in 1970 under which China undertook to build
this railway, and to lend us the money for it. And the
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terms of the loan and of the technical assistance the
work requires are an example to the world of what
friendship and revolutionary solidarity really mean.
The rich nations of the world talk about aid to the poor
nations. A few of them give it, but many attempt to
use the concept of Aid as a cover for further exploita-
tion. China, which is not a rich country, has talked
about nothing. It has simply made it possible for us
to have a railway linking our two independent African
frontierr states, without profiting out of our nced or
even making great propaganda outl of it — which you
would have every justification for doing.

We in Tanzania are grateful to the people of China
for the genuine help they are giving to us on the basis
of human brotherhood. The railway construction is
going ahead faster than anyone of us believed possible.
Despite the very difficult country it had to {raverse.
the railway linc has already crossed the border [rom
Tanzania to Zambia and is racing forward to its ter-
minal point at Kapiri Mposhi.

The work is a long way ahead of schedule; it is
clearly going to be finishcd before the larget date of
1976. This is so obvious to e¢veryone that the encmies
of our countries are now adopting a new technique to
try and discredit the value of the assistance which
China is giving to us. They are inventing new larget
dates of their own in the expectation that they will
then be able to suggest that there has been a delay in
completion! Let me thercfore repeat that the duc date
for completion is towards the end of 1976. If the rail-
way becomes operational at any time before then, Tan-
sania and Zambia will have received a further advan-
tage from the assistance given to us by the Pco-
ple’s Republic of China.

This railway will be of tremendous value to my
country and to free Africa. But the example of hard
work, and selfless_service, which is being provided by
the Chinese comrades who are acting as technicians
and teachers on the railway may be of equal importance
to Tanzania’s future development.

I could speak for a long time about the practical
assistance which China is giving to my counfry, and
to the freedom struggle of Africa. The main reason
for my not doing so is my hope that we shall one day
be able to express our appreciation in action. By that
I do not mean that I expect us to be able to benefit
China in the way that China is assisting us. Bul I
hope that we shall be able to express our appreciation
through our success in guarding, and extending, the
people’s revolution in Africa. For 1 believe that you
are helping Tanzania, and the African liberation move-
ments, as a contribution towards the cause of world
revolution. Our best thanks to you will be to cai'l_'y
that cause to success in owr own areas. I promise you
that we shall do our best.
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Working People’s Struggle Against
Confucius in Chinese History

by Tien Kai

lll'!lllIlllllIlllllllllllIllllllllllllllIlllllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIII"IIIllllllllllllIIlIlIllllIIlllllllIIlI!.

I TAKE it no other people in the world ‘know Con-

fucius as well as the unlearned rabble in China
do,” said Lu Hsun in one of his essays entitled “Con-
fucius in Modern China.” Indeed, while the reactionary
ruling classes exalted Confucius to incredible heights
by honouring him with the awe-inspiring title “the
sage” and accepting Confucianism as “the sage’s way,”
the labouring people did quite the opposite — they
called Confucius (whose name was Chiu and family
name Kung) “Chiu the Robber” and dismissed Con-
fucian canons as “bugaboo.” These two different atti-
tudes vividly reflect the fundamental antagonism in
ideology between the toiling masses and the reaction-
ary ruling classes,

(1)

As a thinker who stubbornly upheld the slave
system, Confucius in his words and deeds ran directly
counter to the great historical current of the liberation
of the slaves. No sooner had he appeared on the
political stage and started his counter-revolutionary
career than the slaves in his time waged a tit-for-tat
struggle against him. It was at the time when the slave
uprising led by Chih* had struck terror into the hearts
of the slave-owning aristocrats. Using his ideas of
virtue and morality, Confucius tried to dissuade Chih
from making revolts and offending the upper orders.
But Confucius, ashen-faced and tongue-tied, was com-
plelely refuted by Chih in the debate. This demon-
strated the strong class hatred the insurgent slaves had
for Confucius, the spokesman of the slave-owning
aristocracy, and their dauntless spirit in the fight.

Asked about the whereabouts of his master by
Tzu Lu, a disciple of Confucius, an old man working
in the fields carrying weeds in a basket replied: “Your
four limbs do not toil and you people do not know
the difference between the five grains — what kind of
master is he anyway?” Hitting the nail exactly on the
head, this critical remark showed the utter contempt
the toilers had for Confucius, an exploiter and parasite,
Since then this has become a household expression lo
describe the exploiting classes and their intellectuals.

*Chih, whose family name was Chan, was an outstand-
ing leader of the slaves’ uprising at the end of the Spring
and Autumn Period.
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Confucius sought a personal audience with Chih
on another occasion. Chih shut the door upon him,
loathing the sight of a man like Confucius who, he
scoffed, “gets his food without farming and his cloth-
ing without weaving.”

Gaining without working was the very nature of

Confucius and the slave-owning class which he repre- ¢~

sented — existence of this exploiting class was the root
cause of the slaves’ untold suffering. As an exploiter
who engaged neither in farming nor weaving and yet
wanted to eat and dress well, Confucius worked up
many reactionary arguments to justify exploitation and
hold manual labour in contempt. In his mind, the “ideal”
thing was for the exploiters to do nothing and get
everything while the labourers do everything and get
nothing, He said: “If the ruler loves propriety, the
common people will not dare to be irreverent. If he
loves righteousness, they will not dare to disobey. If
he loves sincerity, they will not dare to hide what is
in their minds. If he does all this, the common people
will flock to him from all quarters, carrying their
children on their backs. What need has he to know
farming?”

In the opinion of Confucius, no slave-owner had to
work in the fields himself for the people would sub-
missively allow themsclves to be exploited and
oppressed as long as the slave-owner used propriety,
righteousness and sincerity to preserve his rule and
order.  This kind of slatecraft on the part of the ex-
ploiters suggested by Confucius was, however, seen
through by the slaves who countered it by putting
forward their own ideal society in which a person
“farms {o feed himself and weaves to clothe himself
and docs no harm to others.” Basically speaking, the
slaves” opposition to Confucius was a reflection of the
demand of a class to fight against exploitation and
oppression and win freedom and liberation.

Confucius’ reactionary political stand — restoring
the old order and retrogression —was also bitterly
attacked by the slaves. In his day, the collapse of the
slave system already became an inevitable trend, but
he travelled from place to place with a view to saving
the slave system from ruin. His banner was: “Revive
states that are extinct, restore families that have lost
their positions, and call to office those who have fallen
into obscurity.” This retrogressive attempt by Con-
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fucius aroused strong dissatisfaction and indignation
among the working people. Confucius, said a door-
keeper of his time, was a diehard who did not know
the times, one who “knows that the trends cannot be
turned back and still wants to do it.” He was also
ridiculed by two tillers, Chang Tsu and Chieh Ni, when
hs disciple Tzu Lu asked the two to show him where
a ford was. Both replied: “The flood is everywhere
under the sun. Who can go against it?” They meant
to say that the slave system’s collapse was like a big
flood and no one was in a position to change this his-
torical trend. When Confucius vainly tried to change
this, he was really overreaching himself! Chih, the
leader of the slave uprising, was even more straight-
forward when he angrily denounced Confucius for his
reactionary stand of falsely praising King Wen and
King Wu and of considering the past right and the
present wrong. Chih held Confucius culpable for his
attempt to roll back the wheel of history and obstinately
preserve the evil slave system.

With “benevolence” as its core, the Confucian

. hool of thought was denied by the slaves. Chih did

not hesitate to make it known that “what Chiu says is
all that I mean to reject.” As Confucius saw it, filial
piety and brotherly love were the fundamentals of
“henevolence,” for there could not be insubordination
and rebellion if everybody had these two things in
their minds. It was from these fundamentals that Chih
proceeded to criticize Confucius’ idea of “benevolence.”
Citing facts to show that the ruling slave-owning
aristocrats were “unkind to their children,” “had no
filial piety,” were “sots,” “banished and killed people
at will” and were “conspirators,” he exposed Confucius’
false talk about filial piety and brotherly love as sheer
lies to fool the people.

Based on the interests of the slave class, Chih pre-
sented his own viewpoint on morality which was
diametrically opposed to that of Confucius. He main-
tained that the slave-owners were most immoral when

,they took possession of things without working for

them while it was most moral for the slaves
to rebel against the slave-owners and get back the ill-
gotten gains the latter had seized. This demonstrates
that the slaves and the slave-owners had nothing in
common in ideology.

From the words and deeds of Confucius, the slaves
dlearly saw that politically he was a man with a des-
picable character and they fully exposed and criticized
this. Mouthing virtue and morality all the time, Con-
fucius bragged that “heaven has endowed me with
virtue [to govern the world]” and he had the impudence
to consider himsell “the sage.”” In the eyes of the
slaves, however, he was just an “artful deceiver,” mean
and shameless. In the words of Chih, he was a reac-
tionary politician “wagging his tongue to create
trouble,” “telling lies and using false pretences to be-
witch the rulers with a view to seizing wealth and
position”; he was a “cunning and deceitful person™
“habitually praising people to their faces” and “also
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habitually abusing people behind their backs.” Indced,
these succinct words graphically portrayed the ugly
features of Confucius. “Cunning and deceitful person”
means more or less the same thing as when we now
call some one a hypocrite, a political swindler and a
double-dealer.

Confucius indeed said all the nice things while
stopping at no crime. Paying lip-service to “love for
men” and preaching “what good is there to resort
to killing in running a government,” Confucius, seven
days after coming into office, executed Shaocheng Mou
who advocated -reform. Behind his back, Confucius
accused Chih of “bringing havoc to mankind” but in
his presence, Confucius said that Chih possessed the
“three sterling qualities” of mankind [tall and hand-
some, the faculty to understand the world and bravery
— translator]. Doesn’t this show him for a double-
dealer who flattered people to their faces and maligned
them behind their backs? The way Chih showed Con-
fucius for what he was remains to this day valuable
experience for us in determining who are the careerists,
conspirators and double-dealers.

Out of the class insfinct of the reactionary slave-
owning aristocracy, Confucius was extremely hostile to
the slaves and even openly cursed the labouring people
for being “birds and beasts” “not to be mixed up with,”
The slaves, of course, treated ‘him with utter indigna-
tion and snubbed him wherever he went. For instance,
he was detained by the local inhabitants when
he travelled to Kuang ¢in present-day northeastern
Honan Province); he was refused food when he went
to the State of Chen (now the southeastern part of
Honan and northwestern part of Anhwei Province): he
was likened to “a homeless dog with its tail between
its legs” when he was in the State of Cheng (now that
part of Honan where Chengchow and Hsinhsiang are).
This reflected the slaves’ strong resistance to the slave-
owning class.

The revolutionary spirit of the slaves in their
struggle against Confucius demonstrated their deler-
mination to overthrow the evil slave system. It was
precisely the indomitable and heroic fight of the slaves
that had shaken the slave system’s rule to its founda-
tions and propelled society to change from that system
to the feudal system.

(2)

In feudal society, however, the theory of the social
hierarchy and the .concept of -patriarchal ethics which
Confucius used for holding on to the slave system were
modified by the intellectuals of the landlord class and
made the theoretical basis of the feudal system and
the spiritual weapon of the landlord class to exercise
its rule over the peasants. This is why in Chinese
feudal society which lasted more than 2,000 years all
the peasants’ revolutionary struggles, from that of Chen
Sheng and Wu Kuang to that of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom, invariably took Confucius and his reaction-
ary thinking to task.
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Chen Sheng and Wu Kuang®, leaders of the first
peasant uprising in Chinese history, posed the question:
“It cannot be that princes and earls, generals and
ministers are of 'a special pedigree!” They denied
p(_)inl-blank that “the king's authority is bestowed by
Divine Rule” and thus in essence repudiated the idealist
Contucian theory of “fate” and his reactionary preach-
ing that “the king is a king and the minister a minister.”

Towards the end of the Eastern Han Dynasty, the
Yellow Turbans** who staged an uprising declared: “The
God of Blue Heaven is no more. The God of Yellow
Heaven is to hold sway.” Their desire to change the
“heaven” of the landlord class into the “heaven” of
the peasant class was actually a forceful repudiation of
the Confucian school’s idealist metaphysics “that
“Heaven changeth not, likewise the Tao changeth not.”

During the peasant uprising at the end of the Tang
Dynasty, the banner of “equalitarianism” was raised
for the first time and its leader Wang Hsien-chih***
called himself “The Heaven-Sent Great General of
Equalitarianism”; peasant uprisings in the Sung
Dynasty**** raised the slogan “climinate the differencas
between the high and the low and between the rich and
the poor”; the Red Turban insurgents at the end of the
Yuan Dynastyf made clear their intention to “wipe out
injustice”; Li Tzu-chengif who led the uprising in the
late Ming Dynasty issued the slogan “equal distribu-
tion of land” and “no grain tax payments” and so on.
All these represented the natural demands for equality
and equalitarianism by the Chinese peasants in their
fight against the feudal system. These ideas were
clearly the very antitheses of Confucian ideas which
upheld the patriarchal hierarchy, and so it was in-
evitable that all these peasant uprisings, directly or
indirectly, spearheaded their attacks on Confucius, the
defender of the feudal system.

The peasants in revolt also defied Confucius, the
feudal ruling class “sage,” by direct "revolutionary

“In 209 B.C., these leaders of China’s first peasant
uprising led 900 impoverished peasants in a revolt against
the ruthless exploitation by the feudal court of the late
Chin Dynasty and won nationwide response.

**The Yellow Turbans' Uprising: A peasant revolt in
18% AD. in the late Eastern Han Dynasty. Led by Chang
Chiao, the insurgents were named after their headdress.

“** Leader of a peasant uprising which broke out in
Shanlung in 874 A.D. and was joined the following year
by Huang Chao, leader of another uprising. After Wang
Hsien-chih was killed in action, the insurgents came under
the unified command of Huang Chao.

**** These include the uprisings led by Wang Hsiao-po
and Li Shun in the years 993-995 A.D. in the early Northern
Sung Dynasty, by Fang La in 1120-21 in the late Northern
Sung Dynasty and by Chung Hsiang and Yang Yao in the
carly Southern Sung Dynasty.

7So named because of their red headdress. Led by
Liu Fu-tung, a peasant revolt broke out in 1351 in Ying-
chow (now Fuyang in Anhwei) and later developed into
a big peasant uprising at the end of the Yuan Dynasty,

11 Leader of the peasant revolt in the late Ming Dynasty
who captured Peking in 1644.
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action. An uprising by the Red Jackets (named after
the red jackets they wore) broke out at the beginning
of the 13th century in the- northern part of China.
When one contingent led by Hao Ting took Chufu, the
birthplace of Confucius, they burnt down the temple
of Confucius and all the “halls and sancluaries, porti-
coes and corridors were reduced to ashes”; they also
sel the three juniper trees said to have been planted
by Confucius himself on fire to give vent to their burn-
ing hatred for him. In the middle of the Ming Dynasty,
the peasant insurgents led by Liu Lu and Liu Chifft
also captured Chufu; they billeted in the temple of
Confucius for a night. To show their strong indigna-
tion against Confucius and his thinking, they grazed
their horses at the “sacred place™ and threw the “Four
Books” and “Five Classics” kept in the temple library
into a cesspool. The peasant rebels also often took stern
measures against the Confucian scholars who “quoted
history books” and opposed the revclution, thus hitting
at Confucianism which the latter tried to defend.

The revolution of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
led by Hung Hsiu-chuan in the middle of the 19th cenf
tury, the biggest peasant uprising in China, was also
a mammoth campaign against Confucius hitherto
unknown in China’s history. One marked feature of
the revolution was that it expressly combined from the
outset the overthrow of the feudal system of autocracy
with the destruction of Confucianism, the spiritual
pillar of feudal rule, by its pointed criticism of Con-
fucius and his reactionary thinking.

In the year following the conclusion of the Opium
Waritff, Hung Hsiu-chuan, imbued with a dauntless
revolutionary spirit, smashed the deified tablet bearing
the title “Great Perfection; Ultimate Sage and Fore-
most Teacher” conferred on Confucius by the Ching
Court which was on display at the village schcol where
he had taught. This was an open challenge to Con-
fucius and to the whole feudal system. Some time
later, to help the peasants free themselves from the
bondage of traditional feudalist ideas, he worked up &
story in which, in the name of an authoritative “God
King,” he came down on Confucius, pointing out that
the books of Kung Chiu *“are full of misleading and
wrong ideas” and had led people astray. In a fury, the
“God King"” ordered a divine messenger to flog Kung
Chiu who fell on his knees and repeatedly begged for
mercy. This “God King" actually was a personifica-
tion of the revolutionary peasants fighting for libera-

111 Leaders of a peasant revolt in the early 16th century,
the biggest of its kind in the middle of the Ming Dynasty.
The insurgents three times pushed their way to the vicinity
of Peking, the imperial capital of the Ming Court.

fitiIn 1840, when the Chinese people opposed the
opium traffic, Britain used the pretext of protecting trade
to send troops to invade China. The Chinese armed forces
commanded by Lin Tse-hsu fought a war of resistance. The
people of Kwangchow spontaneously organized them-
selves into the “Quelling the British Corps™ (Ping Ying
Tuan) which dealt heavy blows to the aggressor.
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tion: the denunciation of Confucius by the “God King”
who had Confucius lashed represented the ruthless
criticism of him by the revolutionary peasants who
sought to square accounts. This story told by Hung
Hsiu-chuan vividly stood for the resolute opposition to
Confucius by the revolution of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom.

Hung Hsiu-chuan held that the reactionary think-
ing of Confucius was the ideological root of all evil
under feudal rule. So the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
declared the canons of the Confucian school a
“bugaboo” and banned the reading of these books. “All
Confucian and Mencian bugaboos and heresy are to
be burnt, the buying and selling or collection and pe-
rusal of them are forbidden, and any violation of this
is punishable by law.” After Nanking was made the
capital of the regime, a special “office lo expunge
books” was set up under the personal auspices of Hung
Hsiu-chuan and the “Four Books” and “Five Classics”
of the Confucian school were examined and revised.

Mt can be seen from this that the Taiping Heavenly

Kingdom was quite resolute in its criticism of Con-
fucian thinking. '

The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom published volumes
of revolutionary literature to expound the theories of
revolution and formulated a series of revolutionary
policies and measures on the basis of these theories,
thus repudiating the reactionary thinking of Confucius
in both theory and practice and serving the feudal
system a heavy blow. By summing up the experience
of the peasant uprisings in history, this revolutionary

literature. developed the peasants’ revolutionary ideas

of ancient times in China to a new high and was spear-
headed dirvectly at the feudal-patriarchal ideology and
cystem and at Confucian thinking which was the
theoretical basis. ’ '

Worth noting is the Taiping regime’s. revolutienary
propesition on the emancipation .of women: it uncom-
promisingly criticized, the reactionavy idea preached by

M Confucianism that “men are superior and women are

inferior” and fiercely attacked things thal kept women
in bondage. namely. the feudal masculine authority of
husbands and the so-called cardinal guides and constant
virtues propounded by Confucianism. '
Hung Hsiu-chuan said: = “All men in the woild are
brothers and all women in the world ave sisters.” He
stood for equalily for all and equality betwesn men and

women. It was stipulated in writing that “land is

1o be distributed to everyone, regardless of sex.” This
was aimed al giving women ecconomic equality with
men. Wemen in the revolutionary ranlks of the Taiping
Heavenly Kingdom were free io take part in political
activities and cligible for official posts; they cculd join
the army 1o share combat duty with men and could
take part in civil service examinations so that women
were men's equals politically, culturally and in military
affairs as well. To raise women's social status, venal
marriages were banned; traffic in slave girls and pros-
titution were both prohibited; all horrible customs
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meant to humi_liate women, such as foot-binding, were
abolished. The movement for the emancipation of
women in the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom showed that
the struggle of the peasantry in China at that time to
break away from feudal-patriarchal rule had developed
toc a new stage.

The revolution of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
which had denied and repudiated Confucian thinking.
together with action taken in revolutionary practice to
firmly oppose Confucius (setling fire to the temple of
Confucius, destroying the wooden tablets in his mem-
ory, expunging the Confucian canons and the ban on
Confucian ethies), aroused great panic and invelerate
hatred on the part of the feudal ruling class. Tseng
Kuo-fan, the butcher who strangled the revolution of
the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, wailed: “All the pro-
prieties, righteousness, the set of human relations,
classics and moral codes China has had for several
thousand years are being thrown away and swept clean
at one stroke. This is not just a disaster to our great
Ching Dynasty but an unprecedented, worst disaster (o
the Confucian Establishment, a disaster bemoaned by
our Confucius and Mencius in the other world” He
then went on to call on the counter-revolutionary
“gentlemen upholding virtue and morality” to take
action in defence of the doctrines of Confucius and
Mencius. The curses and dirges of the reaclionaries
showed by negative example that the campaign against
Confucius launched by the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
actually had touched the feudal ruling class in a sore
spct.

For more than 2,000 years. the working people of
our couniry have advanced wave upon wave in their
heroie and: indomitable campaign against Coniucius.
which, being an important ccmponent part cl their
struggle against the decadent slave sysem and feudal
cystém, was a concentrated manifestation of that strug-
gle in the ideological sphere. Where there is oppression,
there is resistance; the greater the oppression, the
stronger the resistance. This is a law of the class
struggle. So, the more highly the reactionaries exalted
Confucian thinking calculated to preserve class exploi-
tation and oppression. the more rosolute woere the
working peeple in their strudele against Conlucius.

: (3)
Historically, compared with the strugales afajast
Confucius by the landlord and capitalist classes in the

periods of their ascendancy, the working peoplia’s sirug-

gle against Confucius had a peculiavity of itz own.
Before they seized political power and for a time after
they had, these exploiting classes reprezanting  the
direction of social progress wanted to change the old

social system, to establish and consolidate their own

rule: for this reason they were for once strongly
opposed te Confucian thinking which harped on restor-
ing the old ovder and retrogression. Thoir repudiation
and exposure of Confucianism in this aspect was often
sharp, penetrating and of revolutionary significance.
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But this was the limit beyond which they could go no
farther in their criticism of Confucius.

The working people, in contrast, besides exposing
Confucius as a diehard advocating a return to the old,
also showed him up for an exploiting class parasite.
When the landlord class and the capitalist class
became the ruling classes and their position in history
changed, they no longer demanded social change but
endeavoured to consolidate the rule of their respective
exploiting classes and so gradually changed from oppos-
ing Confucius to worshipping him. But the working
people, whose fundamental interests coincided with the
direction of social progress and who were the decisive
forces in social changes, always stood in the forefront
of the fight against Confucius in the course of the
revolutionary struggles,

The new emerging landlord class and capitalist
class fought Confucius for the purpose of replacing one
old system of exploitation with a new one. The work-
ing pceople, on the other hand, who were in the class
position of being exploiled and oppressed. fought Con-
fucius because they were against class exploitation and
oppression of all kinds. In the interests of {heir own
classes, they brought up the revolutionary view of
“equal distribution™ as diametrically oppecsed to the
Confucian thcory of “benevolence and righteousness™;
this was something beyond any exploiting class progres-
sive thinker, The working people in their struggle
raised such revolutionary slogans as “equality for all
without classifying people in higher and lower orders,”
“eliminate the difference between the high and the low
and between the rich and the poor” — all this stood
for their plain wish to abolish at its root the social
hierarchy and even the cluss differentiation.

Lenin pointed out: “The idea of equality is the
most revolutionary idea in the struggle against the old
system of absolutism in general, and against the old
system of feudal landlordism in particular.” (The
Agrarian Programme of Social-Democracy in the First
Russian Revolution 1905-1907.) When the working peo-
ple called for the elimination of the differences between
the high and the low, between the rich and the poor
and stood for equality and democracy, their revolution-
ary nature determined the fact that they were bound
to be more courageous and more thoroughgoing than
any thinkers of the exploiting classes in criticizing Con-
fucius’ reactionary thinking on preserving the system
of inequality. They closely linked the ideological strug-
gle with the political struggle because they criticized
Confucianism not only ideologically but in revolutionary
practice as well,

Although having its own peculiarity different from
the thinkers of the exploiting classes, the criticism of
Confucius by the working people historically was, after
all. limited by the confines of their own classes and
the time they lived in. Neither the slave class nor
the peasantry represented a new mode of production;
none of them could advance a new social system to re-
place the old one, nor could they counter the world
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outlook of the exploiting classes with a scientific world
outlook. It was impossible for them to fully reveal
the class interests which Confucius represented, or
to understand correctly the class content embodied in
the struggle between the Confucian school and the
Legalist school. This is why in their struggle against
Confucius, despite the heavy blows they had dealt Con-
fucius and his reactionary thinking, they failed to win
in the end, nor could they succeed in replacing his
thinking with something else. This is a task only the
proletariat can accomplish. The proletariat is the
greatest revolutionary class in history and it is carry-
ing out “the communist rcvolution [which] is the most
radical rupture with traditional property relations; no
weonder that its development involves the most radical
rupture with traditional ideas.” (Manifesto of the
Communist Party.)

At the time of the great May 4th Movement (see
footnote 4, p. 9, Peking Review, No. 8, 1974), the Chi-
nese proletariat entered the stage of history and became
the leading class in revolution. Guided by Marxism-#
Leninism, the new democratic revolution which was
thoroughly anti-imperialist and anti-feudal began,
opening up a new chapter in the Chinese working peo-
ple’s struggle against Confucius. The sonorous militant
slogan “Down with the Cenfucius Shop™ was raised
during this period. Chairman Muo pointed out: “The
cultural revelution ushered in by the May 4th Move-
meni was uncompromising in its opposition to feudal
culture; there had never been such a great and
thoroughgoing cultural revolution since the dawn of
Chinese history.” (Cn New Demccracy.)

Since the May 4th Movement, a new cultural force
armed with Marxism and in a new uniform and with
new weapons has made heroic attacks on the thousands-
of-years-old feudal culture represented by Confucian
thinking: it displayed the thoroughgoing revolutionary
spirit of the proletariat to effect a rupture with all
traditional ideas.

In a number of his works, including Report on an
Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan, The
Orientation of the Youth Movement, On New Democ-
racy and Oppeose Stereotyped Party Writing, our great
leader Chairman Mao used the Marxist world outlook
to penetratingly criticize Confucius’ reactionary think-
ing and linked his criticism closely with the practice of
the new democratic revolution.

In On the Pecple’s Democratic Dictatorship which
he wrote on the eve of the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China, Chairman Mao criticized in a clear-cut
way the reactionary nature of the so-called “policy of
beneveolence” advocated by Confucius. and this work
has become the programme of the Chinese pecple for
consolidating the proletarian dictatorship. The criti-
cism of the reactionary film The Life of Wu Hsun — the
first major campaign on the ideological and cultural
front led by Chairman Mao after the founding of the

(Continued on p. 24.)
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Chinese Women

Safeguarding Women's Interests

by Liu Chao

OR women to improve their political and economic
status, they must take part in political and pro-
ductive activities together with men. And to enable
them to do this, a series of special problems related to
women, such as physiological factors, bringing up
children and housework, have to be taken into con-
sideration and solved. Hence particular attention must
be paid to safeguarding their interests and satisfying
their special demands in mobilizing women to take part
in social revolution and the women’s emancipation
movement.

The revolutionary teacher Engels said: “Real
equality of women and men can come true only when
the exploitation of either by capital has been abolished
and, private housework has been transformed into a
public industry.” And Lenin pointed out that “we are
setting up model institutions, dining-rooms and nur-
series, that will emancipate women from housework.”

The Party’s Constant Concern

Chairman Mao and the Chinese Communist Party
have always paid great atlention to protecting women’s
interests. As early as 1922 the Second National Con-
gress of the Chinese Communist Party unequivocally
proposed that “women workers and child labourers be
protected” and “all laws setling restriclions on women
be nullified and equal rights be ensured to women in
political, economic, educational and all other fields.” In
1943 the Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China stressed in a decision on the policy for women’s
work in the anti-Japanese base areas that simultaneous
with mobilizing women to take part in production, at-
tention must be paid to safeguarding their immediate
interests, investigating the concrete conditions of women
and taking care of their needs in housework and their
physiological limitations.

The 1948 decision on women’s work in the rural
areas of the Liberated Areas pointed out that in order
to raise the enthusiasm of women for production various
problems related to them must be solved. For example,
in areas where land reform was under way, the Govern-
ment should publicly announce its guarantee for
women'’s right to own land. Where a family as a unit
was issued a land deed, equal right in land ownership
for both sexes should be written into the deed and, if

The author is the Party commitiec secretary of the
Tientsin Municipal Textile Bureau and chairwoman of its
revolutionary committee,
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necessary, a separate deed should be issued to the
woman. The decision also stipulated that attention must
be paid to protecting the special interests of women,
such as promoting the health of women and children
(classes to train cadres for women and child health,
organizing medical co-operatives, and so on), and
eliminating consciously and in a planned way feudal
ideas and traditional habits and customs that held women
back from taking part in political, economic and cul-
tural activities.

Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party, the women’s movement in the base areas had
always been guided by this principle in all the historical
periods of the Chinese democratic revolution. This en-
sured that the Party-could in the course of the revolution
mobilize on a fairly extensive scale women to come
forward and take part in social revolution and pro-
ductive labour and enabled them to contribute their
share to the revolution and the construction in the base
areas. The level of political consciousness and en-
thusiasm of women in the base areas were greatly en-
hanced and a fundamental change took place in their
political, economic and social position.

Women Workers' Welfare

The socialist system established after the founding
of New China in 1949 opened up grealer vistas lor pro-
tecting women'’s interests and the further emancipation
of women. The People’s Government promulgated
labour protection and other regulations and adopted
a series of measures to help women solve all sorts of
specific difficulties so that they could join in social
revolution and productive labour. This ensured the
women’s emancipation movement reaching a develop-
ment in breadth and depth never attained before
liberation.

Tientsin is just one example. Based on the state’s
unified stipulations, the city adopted in 1953 its regula-
tions to protect women workers which clearly prescribed:
Both women and men workers should enjoy equal pay
for equal work and equal opportunities in jobs and in
acquiring new skills. Dismissal of expectant mothers
and nursing mothers from jobs was prohibited. Special
care should be given to women workers when they are
pregnant, confined or nursing. Nursing rooms and
creches should be established.

I have spent most of my time since liberation in the
textile industry where women workers make up most
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A regular physical check-up for women workers af a Tientsin factory.

of the personnel. Every time I visit a textile mill and
see the various welfare services and facilities set up
by the state for women workers I am deeply moved.

My mother was a city textile worker under Kuo-
mintang rule before liberation. There was no one to
look after me when I was a baby and my mother
often sneaked me into the yarn shop for me to sleep in
one: of the baskets, covered by tangled yarn to conceal

me from the bosses. When I was older I spent my time-

foraging for vegetable leaves and firewood in the streets
or the suburbs to help the family out. A woman worker
then frequently worked upwards of 12 hours a day and
still got only a pittance which ‘was not enough to support
a family.

The capitalists said that women workers getting
married and having children affected their work.
Whenever they found out they threw a married woman
out of job. A pregnant worker would tightly bind
her abdomen for fear of discovery by the foreman. This
often‘led to still-births. Because-of -overwork and pro-

longed undernourishment., my mother became seriously -

ill and was dismissed. This left us worse off-than ever.

And what is it like todday? There are more than

60,000 women textile - workers in VT.iéntsin,‘haIf the
number working .in the industry. Each of the more
than 100 factories working on cotton, wool, silk, hemp,

chemical fibres and dycing apff printing has its own

fairly well-equipped clinic which gives free treatment.
There are regular health checkft_xps_ for all women work-
crs which have helped checl_c- many of the more common

ailments among women. Last year, for instance, several

cases of cancer were discovered in the course of a rou-
tine screening in a few factories, and because of early
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discovery and treatment..they- have been
practically cured,

In accordance with women’s special
physiological factors, regulations insist that
special consideration be made in four
periods — menstrual, pregnancy, maternity
and nursing. Pregnant workers get regular
free health checks in the hospital and from
the seventh month on are taken off their
machines and given lighter tasks. They
also get an extra hour a day of rest on top
of the regular rest intervals. Maternity
leave is 56 days with full pay; in cases of
difficult births, it is 70 days. Nursing
mothers are given time off to feed Lheir
infants twice a day during working hours
and they can put their infants in the
nurseries run by the mills. Special stand-
ins are provided by the mill to look after
the machine while a mother is nursing her
child. Most mills have creches and
kindergartens close by where mothers work.
From their 56th day until they are scven
years old and eligible for school, children
are in creches and kindergartens which run
a 24-hour service to cater for day and night shifts.
Women workers retire at 50 on pensions which range
from 50 to 70 per cent of their wages according to the
length of time they have worked.

In the wake of developments in socialist construc-
tion, many new factories have gone up in recent years.
In planning.a new factory, the state takes into account
the proportion of women workers and due attention is
given to setting up creches, kindergartens, primary
schools, hospitals and other ancillary facilities, Apart
from those of the factories and offices, residential com-
mittees also run dining-rooms, sewing teams and other
services to lighten the load at home for the working
woman,

Equality of the Sexes in Marriage

- The reactionary ruling classes in old China used
feudal ethics in matters of marriage to forge heavy
shackles on the woman. Rich men could have several
wives while a woman could not even choose her mar-
riage pariner. Women even were bought and sold as_
commodities — as servant girls and child brides and
pz‘osiiiutes. Widows were not permitted to re-
marry and wives who did not bear sons were discarded,

One important step in the liberation of China's
women was shattering these shackles. In 1950, the
year after the founding of New China, the People’s
Goverimeént promulgated the Marriage Law. It stip-
ulates freedom of marriage for both men and women,
monogamy, equal rights for both sexes: prohibits
bigamy, concubinage, child betrothal, interfercnce in
the re-marriage of widows and the exaction of money
or gifts in connection with marriage and other feudal .
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practices; and protects the lawful interests of women
and children.

The Marriage Law was a powerful boost for the
oppressed women and its proclamation was a big event
which sounded the death-knell for the old feudal mar-
riage system. After its proclamation, Tientsin, like the
rest of the country, swiftly initiated ‘large-scale city
and countryside propaganda activities to familiarize
every family. Many women incarcerated by landlords
and capitalists before liberation broke free. Many who
had been trampled underfoot in their homes lifted their
heads. Protected by the Marriage Law, many young
men and women broke with feudal ethics and married
as they chose. Old people declared they would never
again interfere in their children’s marriages. Wife-"
beaters and mothers-in-law who had mistreated their.
sons’ wives began turning over a new leaf. Women who
in the past seldom went out of the house strode out
into society and took part in political and social

;.Ktivities.

" Al the same time Tientsin passed a resolution wip-
ing out brothels. Prostitution is a canker common to
all societies under the rule of exploiting classes and a
very cruel destroyer of womanhood. In the new society
where the people are the masters that state of affairs
could not be tolerated. After the brothels were closed
down, the Tientsin People’s Government organized the
{housands of women who had fallen into this hellish
business to join in political studies and helped them see
that their victimization had its social roots. At the
same time doctors were sent to treat them. They were
organized to learn a trade and arrangements were made
for them to lead a new life. Many later found
employment in factories, and others went
back to their villages to take up productive
work. Now they have their own families
and are living happily.

In order to protect the equal rights of
.omen in matters concerning marriage, the
Nyrriange Law has again been widely

publicized in recent years and struggle car-
vied out against remnants of backward
customs in marriage matters.

Equality of Men and Women

In the Home X

The women of China fought shoulder to
shoulder with the men in the revolutionary
struggles and fulfilled their role as “the
other half’ in socialist construction. This
has naturally led to changes in family life.
The new, comradely relationship which have
replaced the authority of the male in the
home is one of mutual respect and help and
the sharing of housework which social in-
stitutions have not yet been able to take
over. Old ideas and old customs have been
given ‘a heavy pounding, particularly since '
the start of the Great Proletarian Cultural - - =
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Revolution, and the new tyae of « famll}
tionships has become more mdespread it

¥ l’elaa-"

Late marriages and birth p! dnmng ‘in addmcm 0.
making for.better-planned,populatmn.mc; eases, are also.
of great importance for better safeguarding the interests '
of women and children. Women with many children
generally cannot take part in collective productmn and’
this also affects their participation in political -activities -

and study and their stntus at home and ir_x society. .

In China, apart from regions where -minority  na-
tionalities live in fairly- compact communities and in’
sparsely populated areas, ‘efforts to pubhcnze the bene-’
fits of birth planning have been stepped up in recent-
years. Contraceptives, chemical ~and mechamcal are’
distributed free. Birth planning is greatly welcomed .
by women in both urban and rural aveas and is achiev-"
ing initial results. ' S .

As our great-leader Chairman Mao has pointed out:
“Invariably, remnants of old ideas reflecting the old
system remain in people’s minds for a long time, and
they do not easily give way.” The old ideas born of
the doctrines of Confucius and Mencius for almost 25
centuries that men are superior and women are inferior
have not been completely eradicated and to some extent
vestiges of old customs and habits still obstruct the
development of women’'s liberation. The women of
China, like the rest of the people of the whole country,
are actively taking part in the movement to criticize Lin
Piao and Confucius and are making it a motive force
for winning the thorough emancipation of women.

Children.are grewimg up healthily in the kindergartens. .
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Antonioni’s Anti-China Film Denounced

LU T T T T T L 6

HE Chinese press has devoted much space since
January 30 to articles denouncing and repudiating
the anti-China film China by the Italian director Michel-
angelo Antonioni. Unable to hold back their anger,
the writers of these articles condemned this out-and-out
reactionary film and pointed out that Antonioni, in a
fruitless effort to denigrate the Chinese people, despica-
bly twisted things round in a desperate effort to distort
reality in socialist China.

We published several of these articles criticizing
this notorious film by the anti-China buffoon in
Peking Review, Nos. 5, 8 and 11. Here we publish ex-
cerpts from some recent articles to further expose the
ugly features of Antonioni who serves imperialism and
sncial-imperialism,

Bad Intentions, Denigrating Attempts

One of China’s largest modern bridges, the Nanking
Yangtze River Bridge links the north and south banks
of the river. Its over 6,700-metre-long double-tracked
railway allows two trains to cross simultaneously and
its more than 4.,500-metre-long highway bridge has
four motor traffic lanes. The bridge was designed and
built by the Chinese people after they had smashed
various plots of the Sovict revisionist social-imperialists
to sabotage construction. Foreign visitors all expressed
their admiration when they saw this bridge which was
built in the 1960s. Many Italian friends have said it
is “a symbol of the revolutionary spirit of the Chinese
people.” But there is a handful of reactionaries who
mortally hate the great creativeness of the Chinese peo-
ple. Antonioni is one. Let us see how he went out of
his way to slander China. Chiao Kung of the bridge
administration office wrote:

When he got to Nanking in early June 1972, An-
tonioni said he wanted to film the bridge and we pro-
vided him with all kinds of conveniences, But he was
not interested. When we briefed him about the bridge,
he became very impatient. He refused the camera-crane
we had ready. Instead, he asked to be taken by motor-
boat far down river where he deliberately took shots
of the bridge from very bad angles so that the magnifi-
cent structure seemed to be crooked and wobbly. Even
more despicable, he inserted a shot of clothes hanging
out to dry below the bridge to make the scene ridicu-
lous. Hunting for more shots to defame the Chinese
people, Antonioni asked to be taken farther down the
river. We immediately refused this request which had
ulterior motives and asked him: “How can you shoot
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the bridge from that far?” Shamed, this anti-China
imperialist element flew into a rage and shouted: “All
right, I won’t shoot. Everybody knows about the bridge,
I won't shoot any more,”

In the more than five years since the bridge was
built, workers, peasants and soldiers from all parts of
the motherland come every day to see it. Many have:
been inspired and have drawn great strength
from it. Their revolutionary spirit of attaining na-
tional prosperity and strength through self-reliance is
heightened. However, Antonioni who has extreme hatred
for the Chinese people did not film scenes reflectine
the Chinese people’s spirit of self-reliance. On the
contrary, he deliberately distorted and vilified the
heroic images and mental outlook of the Chinese
people. He is reactionary to the core!

To meet the anti-China needs of a handful of im-
perialists and social-imperialists and create public
cpinion for their eriminal anti-China activities, Anto-
nioni did all he could to detract from the great achieve-
ments of our socialist construction and venomously
malign China’s policy of “maintaining independence
and keeping the initiative in our own hands and relying
on our own efforts.” This has thoroughly exposed the
reactionary features of this imperialist element.

In Shanghai, Antonioni again resorted to shameless
tricks. Now called Yuyuan, the people’s bazaar known
as Chenghuangmiao before liberation was a notorious
place where Kuomintang agents, local despots and
thugs rode roughshod over the people. Since libera-
tion, under the guidance of Chairman Mao's revold
tionary line, it has been gradually reorganized and

. transformed so that the old Chenghuangmiao has

changed beyond recognition. What did Antonioni
film when he went to Yuyuan? An article by the rev-
olutionary committee of the bazaar said:

Antonioni came to our bazaar not to shoot the
picturesque swrroundings or the well-stocked shops
crowded with customers and the flourishing scenes.
He looked everywhere for what he could use to make
false propaganda. He went to a teahouse and pointed
the camera — now at teapots, now at ash-trays or other
trifles. All these were the “good” materials this “famous
director” tracked down. After filming things on the
tables, this anti-China buffoon even knelt down to
shoot scenes under the tables. A lovely innocent
child also became his “target” All of a sud-
den, he thrust a tape recordcr at a small child, and
when the child was frightened into crying he took the
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shot with satisfaction. In this less than 200-square-
metre teahouse, Antonioni filmed for more than two
hours, working with might and main to capture some
“weird atmosphere.”

Antonioni viciously attacked the Chinese people in
his film, saying they were “thinking of the past, but
loyal to the present.” We feel this is quite ridiculous.
He used the phrase “loyal to the present” in a negative
sense. Who is “thinking of the past”? It is only a
handful of imperialists, landlords, rich peasants,
counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and Rightists and
such chieftains of opportunist line in the Party as Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao who yearn for the past and
dream day and night of a capitalist restoration. The
imperialist element Antonioni who yearns to restore
the reactionaries’ lost “paradise” in China sings the
same tune as Confucius and Lin Piao and wants us to
turn back the wheel of history. But it's all daydream-
ing!

This anti-China film also viciously attacked China’s
edical and health work, which has aroused the
greatest indignation in Chinese medical circles. Anto-
nioni said that “acupuncture and medicinal herbs were
a pitiful start in medical science.” Several doctors
working in Peking. among them the well-known gynae-
cologist Dr. Lin Chiao-chih, jointly wrote an article
rebulting Antonioni’s slanders. The article said:

As everyone knows, acupuncture is a valuable
treasure of Chinese medical science. In accordance
with Chairman Mao’s teaching “Chinese medicine and
pharmacslogy are a great treasurc-house, and efforts
should be made to explore them and raise them to a
higher level,” China’s revolutionary medical workers
have successfully created acupunctural anaesthesia, a
branch of medicine peculiar to China, which after re-
peated practice has been brought to a brand-new
technical level. Our labouring people have amassed rich
experience in the fight against disease over thousands
of years and have all along used traditional medicinal
ﬁnnerbs and acupuncture to prevent and cure illnesses and
" diseases. There are rich sources of Chinese traditional
medicinal herbs and they are most efficacious; acupunc-
ture is a simple and an easy to apply method which
gives good results. The integration of traditional and
Western medicine is the correct road pointed oul by
Chairman Mao for China's medical and health work.

The article pointed out that it was precisely because
full play was given to traditional Chinese medicine and
herbs, to acupunctural therapy and integration of
traditional Chinese medicine with Western medicine
that the co-operative medical system in the countryside
was able to develop on the basis of sell-reliance and
to develop rapidly in the vast rural areas and moun-
tainous regions. Can Antonioni and those like him
efface such achievements?

“Barcfoot doctors™ is something new and full of
vitality which emerged on the medical and health front
during China's Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.
They are playing a tremendous role in raising the
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health standards of hundreds of millions of peasants
and promoting the cause of socialist revolution and
socialist construction. But Antonioni scoffed malicious-
ly at them for “having no diplomas.” This only proves
that he is a bourgeois aristocrat who hates China's
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and its working
people. Our “barefoot doctors™ have no “diplomas”
or “degrees” but they have the noble aim of serving
the people and they study hard and earnestly to master
skills to serve the poor and lower-middle peasants.
How many times more noble and wise are they than
those so-called “medical doctors” who rely on their
so-called “diplomas™ and ‘“degrees” to cxtort money
without caring for the lives of the working people and
who stay in the cities to serve a few “lords™!

Fabricaiions and Distortions

One of the most vicious things Antonioni did was
his recourse to fabrications in his anti-China [ilm,

Ouyang Chuan-chuan, a worker at the Hui Na-
tionality Noodle Snack-Shop in the city of Soochow,
wrote in her article:

Antonioni said that our noodle snack-shop
was “the best restaurant in Soochow.”™ He lied delib-
erately. Ours is a small place, simply equipped and
with a staff of only 11 pcople. Quile a number of big
restaurants like the Sungholou and Hsinchufeng which
have two or three thousand customers a day are
part of the city’s restaurant and refreshment trade.
Noodle snack-shops like ours are cverywhere, so how
can our shop be said to be “the best restaurant in
Sccchow™? To achieve his criminal aim of attacking
China’s socialist system, Antonioni in his narration
deliberately distorted the facls to try and give the false
impression that Chinesc citics are backward.

During his two hours in our shop, he did not shoot
scenes that reflect flourishing socialist business, nor
our enthusiasm in serving the people. Cn the contrary,
he focused his camera on the coal and firewood in the
kitchen and demanded that an attendant make gestures
waiters in the old society used to do to attract custom-
ers. We ignored him. Evon worse was that when
Antcnicni saw a customer and his child come into the
shop, he pul on an ugly performance. With his mouth
opcnad wide, Antonioni stuck his tongue out and asked
the cusiomer to follow his example so that he could
film the customer wolfing the ncodles down. Realizing
that Antonioni was trying to fabricate a scene in order
to vilify the Chinese pecple, the people there rejected
him outright.

This was no isolated example. Anlonioni carricd
on in a similar way in other places too. The article
by the Sino-Albanian Friendship Pcople’s Commune in
Peking revealed that when he was shooting on that
commune, he had the cheek to ask pcople to fake a
fist-fight for him so that he could shoot the scene to
slander the commune members.

An article by Shanchai’'s Fankua Lane Parly
branch and the lane’s revolutionary commitlec showed
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that when Antonioni came to film the lane, which be-
fore liberation was a “hell” for the labouring people,
he showed no interest in the tremendous changes that
have taken place. Turning a blind eye to the five-
storey apartment buildings the inhabitants live in today,
he concentrated on shots of several old houses
and matsheds that the emancipated residents of the
area had kept in order to remind themselves of the
bitter past and to teach the younger generation about
classes and class struggle.

The article pointed out: “Antonioni completely
ignored the great changes that have taken place in
China’s cities and shamelessly furned everything upside
down and wantonly slandered the housing of the work-
ing people in Chinese cities. He deliberately
fabricated a gloomy picture of liberated China. We
absolutely cannot tolerate this,”

Big Difference Between Two Eras L

Chinese citics have experienced two eras. The big
difference between pre-liberation and post-liberation
cannot be obliterated by Antonioni and his kind. Take
Soochow and Peking, both of which he visited.

An article by a staff member in the Soochow Muni-
cipal Construction Bureau cited the great changes in this
city south of the Yangtze since liberation to repudiate
this anti-China buffoon’s slander that Soochow showed
“litle difference from what it was at the time of its
distanl origin.” The writer pointed out that before
liberation the city proper was full of opium dens, gam-
bling houses, brothels and pawnshops. A handful of
Kuomintang reactionaries, landlords and capitalists
wallowed in luxury and dissipation while the working
people went hungry and lived in dire poverty. Many
people were destilute and homéless. Big changes have
taken place in the cily since liberation and the working
people have become masters of the country. That is
the essential “difference.” .

- The writer said that Soochow was-a typical con-
sumer cily controlled by the reactionary Kuomintang
bureaucrats, landlords . and  ecapitalists: . Handicraft
workshops aceounted for 95 per cent of the city’s indus-
try. There were only 13 faciorics employing more
than 100 workers cach before liberation. Today the
¢ity has scores of modern [actories, each with 1,000 or
more workers as well as over 400 factories which
employ 100 or more workers each. For the first tinfe
in its history, the city has a modern industry which
dovers metallurgy, coal, electrie’ power, machine bui'd-
ing, electronics and chemicals, and it turns out moters
and instruments, textiles and a hosl of other goods,
Do these greal changes in the city show only a “little
difference”?

There was no tap water, asphalt roads, buses or a
single modern bridge in old Soochow. With water
mains reaching every part of the city proper, tap water
is now available to the people. Asphalt roads
have replaced cobblestone streets. There are over
a dozen bus lines in Soochow. .Are a'l these
changes just a “little difference”? There were almest

20

no trees in the streets of old Socochow. The city today
has wide boulevards lined with trees. Many work-
ing people lived under the small bridges or in squat,
dark matsheds before liberation. Now the city has
many new workers’ residential quarters. Are these
changes merely a “little difference”?

It certainly is not a question of whether the dif-
ference between Soochow today and before it was
liberated is big or little, but that fundamental changes
have taken place and there is a world of difference
between the two eras.

Twisting facts around about China’s capital. Peking,
has infuriated the Chinese people even more. Chang
Pai-fa is a well-known building worker who has been
doing his bit in building up the capital since 1951 when
he was still under twenty. Together with other workers,
in the last 20 years or so he took part in building the
Great Hall of the People, the Capital Gymnasium. the
heavy electrical machinery plant, several colleges and
many workers’ apartment buildings.

Chang Pai-fa noted in his article that total buildin%_.
floorspace at the time of the city's liberation in 194¢
was only 20 million square metres. In the short space
of about 20 years, compared to the city’s several cen-
turies previously, the amount of floorspace had gone
up to 50 million in new buildings, an increase of 2.5
times. New roads and stveets in Peking total several
thousand kilometres. -

He recilled that in old China the imperialists and
the comprador-capitalist class were out to exploit the
labouring people and there was no such thihg as city
planning. Since its founding, New China has set out
to transform the old cities. and build new ones in a
planned way... At the same time, efforts have been
made to. dispose of waste gas. liquids and residue so as
to lessen pollution and ensure the people's
health. Isn't this far superior to the phoney
“prosperity.” in the capitalist couniries where
numerous slums are hidden behind  high-rise
buildings? Isn't this much betler than the smog-
enveloped cities in those ccuntries where monopol
capitalists bent on 'makinq profils totally disregard 1hi
people’s well-being? o

Concluding his article, Chang Pai-la wrofe; “China

is a developing soeialist country and there are many
shortcomings in our municipal construction and much
work still remains to be done. We will continue to
transform the irrational things in our cities left behind
by the imperialists and the reactionary ruling class,
We welcome concern and good-intentioned  criticism
from ouv friends abroad regarding cur municipal con-
struclion.. But we will abselutely not allow Antonioai
and his kind to sling mud at our country under the
pretext of presenting China to the world.
. “The Chinesec people have stoed up. Gone for ever
are the days when the Chinese people could be bullied
and insulted. No matter how the reactionaries hostile
to the Chinese people attack and slander us, they can-
not prevent the wheel ol history from advancing and
hold New China back from marching ahead!”
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