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Albanian Military Friendship
Delegation Visits China

A military friendship delegation of
the People's Army of Albania paid a
[riendly pvisit to China from No-
vember 26 to Decombeor 27, 1973 al the
invitation of the Chinese Ministry of
National Defence. The leader of the
delegation was Petrit Dume, Altler-
nale Member of the Political Burcau
of the Central Committce of the
Albanian Party of Labour and Chief
of the General Staff of the People's
Army of Albania. The deputy leaders
Hito Cako. Member of the
Central Commitlee of the Albanian
Party of Labour and Chicf of the
Political Department of the Albanian
People’s Army. and Arif Hasko, Vice-
Minister of People’s Defence.

During its stay in China, Ych
Chien-ying, Vice-Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Parly of China and Vice-Chairman of
the Military Commission of the C.P.C
Central Committee. and Li Teh-sheng,
Vice-Chairman of the Ceniral Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
China and Dircctor of {he General
Political Depariment of the Chinese
People’s Liberalion Army, met the
delegation on  separate occasions.

Hosts and guests had cordial and

fricndly conversations,

The delegation toured many parts

of China. Wherever it weni, its
members were warmly  welcomed
by the people and army of our
country.

Premier Chou Meets Thai
Trade Mission

Premier Chou En-lai, Vice-Premier
Li  Hsien-nien and  Vice-Foreign
Minister Chino Kuan-hua met and
had a friendly lalk on Decomber 26,
1973 with the Thai Trade Mission led
by Chatichai Choonhavan, Deputy
Minister of Forcign Affairs.
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The mission arrived in Peking on
December 21 as the guest of the
China Council for the Promotion of
International Trade.

The council and the mission reached
an agreement on dicsel oil (rade
through friendly consullations in
Peking. The mission Jeft Peking [or
home December 27.

New Oilfields Opened

China’s petroleum industry met the
state plan ten days ahead of time in
1973, with notable increases in out-
put of crude oil and various oil
products. Large-scale exploitation
and construction of new oilfields took
place.

The couniry is rich in oil re-
sources. In the last ten years or so,
geological workers have discovered
more oil-bearing formaiions for
existing oilfields and an in-
creasing number of new ones as
well as gas fields. High-yield oil and
gas wells have been drilled in quite
a number of places. Rich oilficlds
and gas fields have been found in
several provinces, municipalities and
autonomous regions. There are also
bright prospects for petlroleum on
China’s continental shelf.

While opening up a new oilfield
last year, the Taching oil workers
spent only a little over three months
putting the first group of wells into
operation.

In the Shengli Oilfield which
opened and built in 1964, work on
prospecling and exploiting another
two new oil-producing areas began
simuliancously last year. The annual
target for added production of crude
oil was recached three months ahead
of schedule.

In the Takang Oilfield, another
new oilfield built in the last few
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vears, prospecting, exploitation and
construction as well as
have speeded up since the beginning
of 1973. The field has
thick oil-bearing formafions giving
high yields of good-quality crude oil.

extraction

exfensive

Mcanwhile, China’s rich natural
gas resources have also been tapped
and used. Many oil and natural gas
formations have been discovered in
the Szechuan basin. Verified deposils
are many times those found belore
the Great Cultural Revolution. Some
gas ficlds have alrecady been opened.

Banquet for Foreign Experts

The Office of the State Council
gave a grand banquet on the cve-
ning of December 31 in honour of
foreign experts working in Peking 1o
help China in its socialist revolution
and construction and their family
members.

More than 230 friends [Dom 42
couniries and regions on the live con-
tinents attended.

Li Hsien-nien, Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittece of the Communist Party of
China and Vice-Premier of the State
Council, in a toast at the banquet ox-
tended warm New Year grectings
and cordial regards to forecign guests
on behalf of the C.P.C. Central Com-
mittee and the Chinese Government
and people.

Comrade Li Hsien-nicn expressed
his sincere thanks to foreign fricnds
for their help to the Chinese people’s
cause. Hosts and guesls chafted
cordially, clinking glasses to Lhe
constant consolidation and develop-
ment of friendship and solidarity be-
tween the Chinese pcople and the
people of the world.

Also present at the banquet were
leading members of the depariments
concerned.
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New Year Message

1974 New Year's Day editorial by “Renmin Ribao,”

“Hongqi” and “‘Jiefangjun Bao”
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HE fighting year of 1973 is over and the people of

ail nationalities in our country are jovously step-

ping into 1974 with an excellent situation prevailing at
home and abroad.

The Chinese peoplc have fought in closer unity over
the past year under the leadership of the Central Com-
miltee of the Communist Party of China headed by
Chairman Mao. Socialism is everywhere advancing
triumphantly. Our motherland is thriving.

Our Party last_yeuar held ils Tenth National Con-
gress. a congress ol historic siginificance. The whole
Parly, army and peopl enthusiastically  studied the
congress documents and acted in the spirit of the con-
gress. The cadres and the masses conscientiously stud-
ied Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought, deepen-
ed the political and theorvetieal criticism of Lin Piao's
counter-revolutionary revisionist line and raised their
consciousness of continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the prolefariat. The Pariy’s basic line
for the entire historical period of socialism went deeper
into the hearts of the pcople. The workers, peasants,
soldiers and revolutionary inicllectuals mounted a new
attack on the ideology of the bourgeoisie and all other
exploiting classcs. The scene in education was one of
revolutionary vigour. Inspired by the model revolution-
ary stage productions. the masses created literary and
art works and gave performances on a large scale. New
socialist things grew. Successors to the revolutionary
cause of the proletariat grew healthily. Our Party
became cven more vigorous, the people of all nation-
alities of our couniry more united. our army sironger,
and the dictatorship of the proletariat in our countiry
maore consolidated.

The movemenl to crilicize Lin Piao and rectify the
siyle of work encouraged the Chinese people to work
hard with added vigour [or the revolution. Our so-
cialist economy [lourished. Total industrial and agri-
cullural outpul value was more than 8 per cent above
the 1972 figure. There were rich harvests for the
fwelfth straight year. Output of grain, cotlion. bast
plants, sugar crops uand tobacco reached new levels.
Industrial production rose by a big margin. State pro-
duction plans were fulfilled or overfulfilled for steel,
rolled steel, non-ferrous metals. crude oil. electricity,
timber, machinery and other heavy industrial products,
lor cotton yarn and cloth. chemical fibres and other
Iizhi industrial goods, and for chemieal fertilizer, in-
s ciicides, farm machinory and oiher producets directly
sorving agriculture. New achievements were made in
capital construction. Transport and communications
were expanded. The matket was brisk and prices were

6

stable.  Our cconomic exchanges with foreign couniries
continued lo grow. The Renminbi enjoyed a rising
prestige. New advances were reporiced in science and
technology.

The international situation is also cxcellent. The
world is in great disorder. “The wind sweeping through
the tower beralds a rising storm in the mountains.”
Developments on the world scenc gave clogquent proof
of the validity of Chairman Mao's scientifie theses on
the international situation., Soviet revisionism and U.S.
imperialism contended for world hegemony with mount-
ing lerocity in the past year: the entive world was far
from tranquil. Europe is the strategic Tocus of (heig
contention. In the attempt to expund their spheres o, -
influence and scramble for the oil of the Middle East,
the two superpowers. the Soviet Union and the Unifed
States, confronted each other with daggers drawn dur-
ing the fourth Middle East war. This sharpencd basic
world contradictions and deepencd the great interna-
tional turbulence. Stark realily cxploded the myth
spread by Soviet revisionism abou! an international
“detente.” The pcople of the world became aroused
day by day and advanced with big strides in the midst
of this turbulence. The Vietnamese and Lao peoples
won important victories in their wars against U.S. ag-
gression and for national salvation. The patriotic army
and people of Cambodia achieved splendid results on
the buttlefield. The Korean people scored new achieve-
ments in working for the independent and peaceful re-
unification of their country. The war of resistance of
the Arab people including the Palestinian people against
the Isracli aggressors upset the prolonged state of “no
war, no peace” created by the superpowers in the Mid
dle East, and exerted a positive inllucnee on the strug-
gle of the Asian and African peoples against imperialism
and hegemonism. The Third World has become stronger
and more united, playing an cver more significant role
in international affairs. Tmperialism. modern revision-
ism and all reaction are on the decline and riddled with
criscs. Beset with difficullies at home and abroad. U.S.
imperialism is having o very hard time. Soviel revi-
sionist social-impeiialism, “making a feinl to the cast
while attacking in the west,” has wild cmbitions but
not cnough strength. Stretehing out its hunds cveryihie, o
bul running up against the wall in evory direction. il
has shown its true features more fully. It is discredited
all over the world and is becoming more and move
isolated.

Chairman Mao's revolutionary line in foreign affairs
scored new victories in the past year. The militant unity
of the people of China and the proleiaviat and oppressed
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