PE KING ;,
'REVI EW =

M
A
A

CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG
ON PEOPLE'S WAR

Long Live the Victory of
People's War

In Commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of Victory in
The Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japan

Lin Piao

(September 3, 1965)
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Long Live Our Great Leader

Chairman Mao!

Long Live the Great Chinese

People’s Liberation Army!



Chairman Mao Tse-tung

Our great teacher, great leader, great supreme commander and great helmsman






CHAIRMAN MAO TSE-TUNG
ON PEOPLE’S WAR

Revolutions and Revolutionary
Wars Are Inevitable in
Class Society

War is the highest form of struggle for resolv-

ing contradictions, when they have developed to a

certain stage, between classes. nations. states. or

political groups, and it has existed ever since the
emergence ol private properiy and ofl classes.

“Problems of Strategy in China’s Rev-

olutionary War™ (December 1936),
Selected Works, Vol. 1, p. 180.

Revolutions and revolulionary wars are inevi-
table in class society and without them, it is
impossible to accomplish any leap in social develop-
ment and to overthrow the reactionary ruling classes
and therefore impossible for the people to win polit-
ical power.

“On  Contradiction™  (August  1937),
Selected Works. Vol. 1. p. 341*

History shows that wars are divided inlo two
kinds, just and unjust. All wars that are progres-
sive are just, and all wars that impede progress are
unjust. We Communists oppose all unjust wars that
impede progress, but we do not oppose progressive,
just wars. Not only do we Communists not oppose
just wars, we actively participate in them.

“On  Protracted War™ (May 1938),
Selected Works, Vol. 11, p. 150,

War. this monster of mutual slaughter among
men, will be finally eliminated by the progress of
human sociely, and in the not too distant future too.
But there is only one way to eliminate it and that
is to oppose war with war, to oppose counter-revolu-
tionary war with revolutionary war, to oppose na-
tional counter-revolutionary war with national rev-
olutionary war, and to oppose counter-revolutionary
class war with revolutionary class war.

“Problems of Strategy in China’s Rev-

olutionary War” (December 1936),
Selected Works, Vol. I, pp. 182-183.
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Political Power Grows Out
Of the Barrel of a Gun

The seizure of power by armed force, the seltle-
ment of the issue by war, is the central task and the
highest form of revolution. This Marxist-Leninist
principle of revolution holds good universally, for
China and for all other countries.

“Problems of War and Strateay"
(November 6, 1938), Selected Works.
Vol. 1I, p. 219.

Every Communist must grasp the truth, “Polit-
ical power grows out of the barrel of a gun.”

ibid., p. 224.

According to the Marxist theory of the state,
the army is the chief component of state power.
Whoever wants to seize and relain state power
must have a strong army. Some people ridicule us
as advocates of the “omnipotence of war.” Yes, we
are advccates of the omnipotence of revolutionary
war: that is good, not bad, it is Marxist. The guns
of the Russian Communist Parly created socialism.
We shall create a democratic republic. Experience
in the class struggle in the era of imperialism teaches
us that it is only by the power of the gun that the
working class and the labouring masses can defeat
the armed bourgeoisie and landlords; in this sense
we may say that only with guns can the whole world
be transformed.

ibid., p. 225.

Without armed struggle neither the proletariat,
nor the people, nor the Communist Party would
have anv standing at all in China and it would be
impossible for the revolution to triumph. In these
vears [the 18 years since the [ounding of the Party]
the development, consolidation and bolshevization
of our Party have proceeded in the midst of rev-
olutionary wars; without armed struggle the Cem-
munist Party would assuredly not be what it is
today. Comrades throughout the Parly musl never
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forget this experience for which we have paid in
blood.
“Introducing The Communist” (Octo-

ber 4, 1939), Selected Works, Vol. II, p.
292+

Imperialism and All Reactionaries
Are Paper Tigers

All reactionaries are paper tigers. In ap-
pearance, the reactionaries are terrifying, but in
reality they are not so pcwerful. From a long-term
point of view. it is not the reactionaries but the
people who are really powerful.

“Talk with the American Correspon-

dent Anna  Louise Strong” (August
1946), Selected Works, Vol. IV, p. 100.

Just as there is not a single thing in the world
without a dual nature (this is the law of the unity of
opposites). so imperialism and all reactionaries have
a dual nature — they are real tigers and paper tigers
at the same time. In past history, before they won
state power and [or some time afterwards, the slave-
owning class, the feudal landlord class and the bour-
geoisie were vigorous, revolutionary and progres-
sive; they were real tigers. But with the lapse of
time, because their opposites — the slave class, the
peasant class and the proletariat — grew in strength
step by step, struggled against them more and more
fiercely, these ruling classes changed step by step
into the reverse, changed into reactionaries, changed
into backward people, changed into paper tigers.
And eventually they were overthrown, or will be
overthrown, by the people. The reactionary, back-
ward, decaying classes retained this dual nature
even in their last life-and-death struggles against
the people. On the one hand, they were real tigers;
they devoured people, devoured people by the mil-
lions and tens ol millions. The cause of the people’s
struggle went through a period of difficulties and
hardships, and along the path there were many
twists and turns. To destroy the rule of imperialism,
feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism in China took
the Chinese people more than a hundred years and
cost them tens of millions of lives before the victory
in 1949. Look! Were these not living tigers, iron
tigers, real tigers? But in the end they changed
into paper tigers, dead tigers, bean-curd tigers.
These are historical facts. Have people not seen or
heard about these facts? There have indeed been
thousands and tens of thousands of them! Thousands
and tens of thousands! Hence, imperialism and all
reactionaries, looked at in essence, from a long-term

6

point of view, from a strategic point of view, must
be seen for what they are — paper tigers. On this
we should build our strategic thinking. On the
other hand, they are also living tigers, iron tigers,
real tigers which can devour people. On this we
should build our tactical thinking.
Speech at the Wuchang Meeting of the
Political Burcau of the Central Com-
mitltee of the Communist Party of
China (December 1, 1958), quoted in
the explanatory note to “Talk with the
American Correspondent Anna Louise

Strong,” Selected Works, Vol. 1V,
pp. 98-99.*

Make trouble, fail, make trouble again, fail
again . . . till their doom; that is the logic of the
imperialists and all reactionaries the world over in
dealing with the people’s cause, and they will never
go against this logic. This is a Marxist law. When
we say “imperialism is ferocious,” we mean that its
nature will never change, that the imperialists will
never lay down their butcher knives, that they will
never become Buddhas, till their doom.

Fight, fail, fight again, fail again, fight again

. . . till their victory; that is the logic of the people,

and they too will never go against this logic. This

is another Marxist law. The Russian people’s rev-

olution followed this law, and so has the Chinese
people’s revolution.

“Cast Away Illusions, Prepare for

Struggle” (August 14, 1949), Selected
Works, Vol. 1V, p. 428.

People of the world, unite and defeat the U.S.
aggressors and all their running dogs! Pecople of
the world, be courageous, dare to fight, defy dif-
ficulties and advance wave upon wave. Then the
whole world will belong to the people. Monsters of
all kinds shall be destroyed.

“Statement Supporting the People of
the Congo (L.) Against US. Aggres-
sion” (November 28, 1964), People of
the World, Unite and Defeat the U.S.

Aggressors and All Their Lackeys, 2nd
ed., p. 14.

The Decisive Factor of Victory
And Defeat in War Is

People, Not Things

The people, and the people alone, are the motive
force in the making of world history.

“On Coalition Government” (April 24,
1945), Selected Works, Vol III, p. 257.*

Peking Review, No. 32




Weapons are an important factor in war, but
not the decisive factor; it is people, not things, that
are decisive. The contest of strength is not only a
contest of military and economic power, but also a
contest of human power and morale. Military and
economic power is necessarily wielded by people.

“On Protracted War” (May 1938),
Selected Works, Vol. II, pp. 143-144.

The richest source of power to wage war lies in
the masses of the people. It is mainly because of
the unorganized state of the Chinese masses that
Japan dares to bully us. When this defect is re-
medied, then the Japanese aggressor, like a mad
bull crashing into a ring of flames, will be sur-
rounded by hundreds of millions of our people
standing upright, the mere sound of their voices will
strike terror into him, and he will be burned to
death.

ibid., p. 186.

Take the case of China. We have only millet
plus rifles to rely on, but history will finally prove
that our millet plus rifles is more powerful than
Chiang Kai-shek’s aeroplanes plus tanks. Although
the Chinese people still face many difficulties and
will long suffer hardships from the joint attacks of
U.S. imperialism and the Chinese reactionaries, the
day will come when these reactionaries are defeated
and we are victorious. The reason is simply this:
the reactionaries represent reaclion, we represent
progress.

“Talk with the American Correspon-

dent Anna Louise Strong” (August
1946), Selected Works, Vol. IV, p. 101,

The Revolutionary War Is
A War of the Masses

The revolutionary war is a war of the masses:
it can be waged only by mobilizing the masses and
relying on them.

“Be Concerned with the Well-being of
the Masses, Pay Attention to Methods
of Work™ (January 27. 1934), Selected
Works, Vol. 1, p. 147.*

What is a true bastion of iron? It is the masses,
the mililions upon millicns of people who genuinely
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and sincerely support the revolution. That is the
real iron bastion which it is impossible, and abso-
lutely impossible, for any force on earth to smash.
The counter-revolution cannot smash us; on the
contrary, we shall smash it. Rallying millions upon
millions of people round the revolutionary govern-
ment and expanding our revolutionary war, we shall
wipe out all counter-revolution and take over the
whole of China.

ibid., p. 150.*

Considering the revolutionary war as a whole,
the operations of the people’s guerrillas and those of
the main forces of the Red Army complement each
other like a man’s right arm and left arm, and if
we had only the main forces of the Red Army with-
out the people’s guerrillas, we would be like a war-
rior with only one arm.

“Problems of Strategy in China’s Rev-
olutionary War" (December  1936),
Selected Works, Vol. I, p. 238,

This army is powerful because it has the peo-
ple’s self-defence corps and the militia— the vast
armed organizations of the masses — fighting in co-
ordination with it, In the Liberated Areas of China
all men and women, from youth to middle age, are
organized in the people’s anti-Japanese self-defence
corps on a voluntary and democratic basis and with-
out giving up their work in production. The cream
of the self-defence corps, except for those who join
the army or the guerrilla units, is brought into the
militia. Without the co-operation of these armed
forces of the masses it would be impossible Lo defeat
the enemy.

“On Coalition Government” (April 24
1945), Selected Works, Vol. 111, p. 265.*

This army is powerful because of its division
into two parts, the main forces and the regional
forces, with the former available for operations in
any region whenever necessary and the latter con-
centrating on defending their own localities and at-
tacking the enemy there in co-operation with the
local militia and the self-defence corps. This divi-
sion of labour has won the whole-hearted support of
the people. Without this correct division of labour —
if, for example, attention were paid only to the role
of the main forces while that of the regional forces
were neglected — it would likewise be impossible
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