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THE WEEK

Among the major events of the week:

® The Chinese people denounced U.S. imperialist aggression
against the Demecratic Republic of Viet Nam and pledged support
to the Vietnamese people.

In Peking and all over the country, 20 million people took part in
rallics and demonstrations. Pcking on August 9 held a mass rally of
100,000 citizens.

® On August 12, Foreign Minister Chen Yi sent a letter to the
D.R.V. Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy declaring that the U.N. has no
right to consider the Indo-China question.

® A mass meeting in the capital voiced support for the 10th
World Conference Against A- and H-Bombs,

® Citizens of Peking met to back up the struggle of the Ameri-
can Negroes and commemorate publication of a statement by Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung on the same question a year ago.

® Hilal Raslan, the new Syrian Ambassador to China, presented
his credentials to Vice-Chairman Tung Pi-wu on August 11.

® The Chinese press published:

— the August 6 statement of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam denouncing U.S. war moves against that
country.

— President Ho Chi Minh's call to his nation to stand ready to
fight for the defence of their fatherland.

— statements of solidarity with the D.R.V. issued by the Gov-
ernments of Korea, Cuba and Albania, by Prince Souphanouvong,
Vice-Premier of the Laotian Government of National Union and
Chairman of the Neo Lao Haksat, by the Central Committee of the
Japanese Communist Party and by Chairman D.N. Aidit of the Indo-

nesian Communist Party.

Chairman Mao Sees New Peking
Opera

Chairman Mao Tse-tung and other
Party leaders saw a Peking opera on
a contemporary theme on August 10.
The new opera, Raid on the White
Tiger Regiment, was performed by
the Shantung Provincial Peking
Opera Theatre. “White Tiger” refers
io the enemy regiment whose head-
quarters was wiped out by the
Chinese People’s Volunteers during
the Korean War.

Alter the curtain fell, Chairman
Mao and others in his party went on
the stage where they shook hands
with the actors and actresses and
posed with them for the photog-
raphers.

The same evening, Premier Chou
En-lai and other Party and state
leaders received participants to the
first festival of modern drama and

opera sponsored by the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army Air Force.

Statements by Khrushchov
Published

Compiled and edited by the Shijie
Zhishi (World Culture) Press, the
first volume of Statements by
Khrushchov has been published in
Chinese and is on sale throughout
the country.

The collection comprises 98
speeches, reports, correspondence and
articles by Khrushchov carried in
Pravda during the period from 1932
to September 1953. Volume I car-
ried his speeches and documents pub-
lished between 1932 and 1941.

The “Publisher’s Note” reads:

“Khrushchov is the biggest revi-
sionist of contemporary times, the
biggest teacher by negative example
in the history of the international

3



communist movenment. A syslematic
understanding of Khrushchov is ol
great importance lor the slruggle
against modern revisionism. In order
that our Party members and people
should be able to understand not only
the Khrushchov of today bul also ol
the past. we have compiled and now
publish the speeches and other docu-
mentis of this big revisionist before
he seized the post of First Secretary
of the Central Commitlee of the
CPS.U.

“A comparison between Khrush-
chov's statements past and present
will lay bare the ugly features ol this
big intrigani. careerist and double-
dealer. Whereas in the past he used
words ad nauseam to praise Stalin
fervently. describing Stalin as ‘father
of the people of all nationalities in
the Soviet Union,” now he viciously
maligns Stalin to the tune of the
Trotskyites as ‘murderer’ and ‘idiot.’
Whereas in the past, in excess of
words and deeds, he extended the
scope ol the suppression of counter-
revolutionaries, swearing to annihi-
late the counter-revolulionaries to
the last man and ‘scatter their ashes
to the winds,” now he rails with bit-
fer hatred against the work of sup-
pressing the counter-revolutionaries.
doing his utmost to paint a dark pic-
lure ol Soviet power and of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Where-
as in the past he denounced Tilo as
a ‘direct agent of imperialism,” and
a ‘contemptible {urncoat., now he
treats Tito like a brother and his
own flesh and blood. All these in-
slances are oo many o be cited. We
can sce that in Stalin's lifetime,
Khrushchov was a fellow who knew
how to flatter and intrigue for posi-
tion; we can see how he used vol-
umes ol high-sounding words {o dis-
guise himselfl in order to deceive and
win the confidence of the Party and
people. Then, once he had usurped
the leadership of the Soviet Party
and slate. he immediately began to
oppose Marxism-Leninism, the pro-
letarian revolution and the dictator-
ship of the proletariai in the name
of opposing Stalin. Isn't il clear
what kind of man Khrushchov is?

“Although Khrushchov iried to
cover himsell up in his early state-
ments. they still show traces of re-
visionism belraying Marxism-Lenin-
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istm.  This is not dilfiicult to sce if
the reader is palient enough to read
on.”’

Condolences on Zawadzki’s Death

Chinese Party and state leaders
Mao Tse-tung. Liu Shao-chi, Chu Teh
and Chou En-lai on Augusl 8 sent
a message to leaders of the Polish
United Workers' Party and slate. ¢x-
pressing condolences on the death of
the Polish President Aleksander Za-
wadzki. The message reads: ~“We
were shocked to hear the unfortunate
news of the death of Comrade Alek-
sander Zawadzki, President of the
Council of State ol the Polish Peo-
ple’s Republic. Member ol the Po-
litical Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Polish United Workers
Party, well-known Polish political
figure and a friend of the Chinese
people.  With great griel, we extend
you our deep condolences.”

On August 10, Tung Pi-wu. Vice-
Chairman of the Pcople’s Republic
ol China and Member of the Polil-
ical Bureau of the C.P.C. Central
Committee; Chou FEn-lai. Premicr
and Vice-Chairman of the C.P.C.
Central Committee, and other top-
ranking Chinese government olficials
went to the Polish Embassy to ex-
press their condolences and mourn
in silence in front of a picture ol the
late President. Wreaths were sent
by Chairman Mao Tse-tung., Chair-
man Liu Shao-chi and other Chinese
leaders.

In Shanghai and Canlon., local
Party and government leaders went
to the Polish consulales-general to
express their condolences.

The Chinese Communist Party and
the Chinese Government have ap-
pointed Wang Kuo-chuan. Chinese
Ambassador to Poland. as lhe repre-
sentative of the Chinese Party and
state to altend the funeral ol the
late Polish President in Warsaw.

Chinese Trade Representatives
For Japan

Sun Ping-hua, chiefl representative.
and four others, represeniatives and
members of the stall of the Liao
Cheng-chih Liaison Office in Tokvo.
have left for Japan. The Tokvo
Liaison Office was set up in accord-
ance with the talks held in Peking

last April between representatives ol
the Liao Cheng-chih Office in charge
ol  non-governmental trade with
Japan and the Tatsunosuke Takasaki
Office of Japan.

Sun Ping-hua. speaking al a re-
ceplion given in his honour on the
eve ol his departure, pledged that he
and his colleagues would devote their
efforts to the promotlion of Sino-
Japanese trade.

More Working-Class
Intellectuals

Soon after the end of the long
summer vacation, which takes place
in jusl over a fortnight. this year's
college graduates will be going into
jobs waiting for them. In Pcking
the number of college graduates in
1964 was the largest ever. Specializ-
ing in some 450 [fields. including 13
newly added subjects. the graduates
are from the capital’'s 46 institules
of higher learning.

Among this year's graduates many
were of worker or peasant ovigin or
children from worker and peasant
familics. In completing their courses
they  worked especially  hard  to
master their studies use in the
service of socialism.

Tor

During their college years. guided
by the Party’s educational policy.
these young people have taken part
in various political movements and
in industrial and agricultural produc-
tion.

In recent yecars. Peking’s many
colleges have further raised their
academic standards by  improving
elementary  courses and  linking
theory more closely with practice.
Many ol the graduates™ disserlations
have actually solved some key tech-
nical problems 1 production.

In socialist China. all
have lhe right 1o a job.

graduales
Many have

expressed the desire to go where
they re necded most. to the indus-
frial and agricultural fronts. so as

to temper themselves in the course
of productive labour. They have
pledged themselves to shoulder the
burden of socialist revolution and
socialist  construction. 1o become
every inch a working-class intellec-
tual who must be red and expert and
be able to do both mental and
manual labour.
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China Vows: “We Stand By Viet Nam"”

by OUR CORRESPONDENT

THE U.S. imperialisis’ premedilated armed atlack on

the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam was immediate-
ly denounced by the Chinese people. How they [elt
about this wanion onslaught on their next-door neigh-
bour and a fraternal member of the socialist camp
was expressed in the official Chinese government
statement: “U.S. aggression against the D.R.V. mcans
aggression against China! The Chinese people will
absolutely not sit idly by without lending a helping
hand.” U.S. made savage air raids on three arcas in
the D.R.V. on August 3. The Chinese government stale-
ment was issued on August 6 and immedialely a series
of mighty anti-U.S. imperialist demonstrations began
to sweep the country. Slarting in Peking, these dem-
onstrations, unprecedented in scale. spread over to olher
major cities, small towns and villages. To dale more
than 20 million people have taken part in protest moecet-
ings or street demonsirations, representing a widespread
mobilization in opposition to U.S. imperialist agaression.

The nation was stirred and a spirit of mili-
tancy prevailed over the land. Millions ol people, shout-
ing slogans. marched along cily streets and through
country fields {o show
their deep class hatred
for U.8. imperialism
and warm class love
for their Vietnamese
brothers. While cheer-
ing the great victory ol
the Vietnhamese people
in their baltile against
the U.S. air pirales the
people stepped up pro-
duclion, preparving to
help their Vietnamese
brothers by practical
deeds. The officers and
men of the three serv-
ices of the Chinese
People's Liberation
Army  pledged to
heighten  their  vigi-
lance. intensily their
training and be veady
to sirike back at U.S.
imperialist war provo-
calions any time.
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The sneak atlack on the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam by the U.S. imperialists has provided a fresh
prool that the nature of imperialism can never
change and a reminder that one must not harbour illu-
sions about imperialism. Relaxation of vigilance and
abandonment of struggle will forfeit world peace.

In Peking: A Rally of 100,000

A highlight of the demonsirations was a mass
rally in the capital attended by 100,000 workers, peas-
ants, officers and men of the People’s Liberation
Army, students, civil servants, and Peking citizens,
Present were Chou En-lai and other leaders of the
Party and state, responsible members of the people's
organizations and democratic parties as well as {riends
from Viet Nam and other pavts of the world.

Early in the Sunday alternoon streams of people
from all directions began to pour into the Workers’
Stadium in Peking’s eastern suburb. Amidst the forest
of standards, banners and slogans, was a huge streamer

Demonstrators’ placards in front of Tien An Men readd:
“Victory Belongs to the Heroie Vielnamese People!”



Lemonstrators

[aving the podium with the charvacters: “U.S. imperial-
istmomust stop immediately its armed aggression and
war provocations against the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam! People of the whole world. unite to smash
the U.S. imperialist policies ol war and aggression!”
Underneath stood a formation of armed people’s mili-
tiamen.

The meeting was declared open at 4 p.m. by Kuo
Me-jo. Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress and Chairman ol the
China Peace Committee. He denounced the U.S. im-
perialists” war provocations and warmly congratulated
the Victnamese people and their armed forces on their
victory in repelling U.S. atlacks.

The Right to Fight Aggression. On behalf of 13 Chi-
nese people’s organizations, Liao Cheng-chih, Chairman
of the Chinese Commiitee for Afro-Asian Solidarity
and  Viee-Chairman of the China Peace Committee,
addiressed the rally.  He declared:  “Since the United
States has lit the flames of a war of aggression in the
Demaoceratic Republic of  Viet Nam. the latter has
gained the right to fight against aggression, and all
the countries upholding the Geneva agreements have
alsu gained the right to assist the D.R.V. in this fight."

Crime and Punishment. He warned the U.S avores-
sors: Since you have committed the heinous crime of
aguression, you must be prepared to receive due

punishment. It is impossible for you to get away with it,

He emphasized that the Chinese people had the
unshirkable duty of safeguarding peace and security
in Indo-China and of supporting the Vietnamese people
in the siruggle. The Chinesc veople will never sit
idly by while their brothers. the Vietnamese people,
suffer from ruthless U.S. imiperialist aggression, he
declared.

China Volunicers Aid. Lino Cheng-chih solemnly an-
nounced: The 630 million Chinese people fully sUp-
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in Haikow, Hainan tsiand’s main cily

1 port the statement of the
: Democratic  Republic  of
Viet Nam and the Chi-
nese government  state-
ment. They are determined
10 volunteer aid by prac-
tical devds to the Viel-
namese people in their just
struggle agamst US. ag-
gression and  in defence
ol their motherland.

He cautioned the U.S.
imperialists to remember
thal the Chinese Govern-
ment and people always
meant  what they said.
“If you U.S. imperialists
should stubbornly refuse
to turn back, and persist
in reckless action. vou would certainly break your neck
and meet with utter defeat.” he added.

Vietnamese Ambassador Tran Tu Binh spoke at
the rvally.  He expressed conlidence that his people
would defeat the U.S. aggressors and their lackeys.
Others who addressed the rally spoke as representa-
tives of the workers and peasants. servicemen, people’s
militiamen. students and the democratic parties.

A message of support adopted at the rally solemnly
declares: The Chinese people stand for ever with their
Vietnamese brothers. They are closely watching cviery
development in the Indo-China situation, ready at
any time to do their utmost in every possible way
to support the Vietnamese people in their great strug-
gle to repulse the ULS. imperialists’ armed aggression.

Earlier, leaders of the eight democratic parties and
the Chinese Federation of indusiry and Commoree
issued stlatements endorsing the Chinese government
statement in support ol the Vietnamese people’s just
struggle,.  They warned US. imperialism, the arch
criminal undermining world peace, that if it went on
playing with lire il would get badly burnt. They de-
clared that the peoples of China and Viet Nam would
stand together always and in all circumstances. They
pledged to rally around the Communist Party and the
Government and do everything possible to help the
Vietnamese people.

Nationwide Demonstiations

In days ol demonstrations the masses of Peking
and other cities angrily denounced U.S. imperialist ag-
gression, pledged support to the Vielnamese people
and greeted their daring and brilliant victory in re-
pulsing aggression.  On the fivst day, August 7. half
a million people in the capital converged on Tien An
Men Squarve and from there, like a great river, headed
for the Vietnamese Embassy in east Peking, Under
the hot sun. along the green avenues the columns of
demonstrators stretched over several miles. They sang
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revolufionary songs and shouled sloguns demanding
that the U.S. imperialists get out of south Viet Nam,
Laos, Indo-China, Taiwan. south Kerea, Japan and all
those other places occupied by US. forces. In [ront
of the Vietnamese Embassy, there was erected a canopy
of gold and red. the national colours of the D.R.V..
flanked by gladioli in full bloom. Here Ambassador
Tran Tu Binh and his stalf received thousands of let-
lers rom the demonstrators pledging their unreserved
support. Letters were handed in by workers and on-
gireers; by peasants who travelled all the way [rom
the outskirts ol Peking; by a [amous actress [tom Yun-
nan who had come to the capital to take part in the
recent festival of Peking opera on contemporary
themes: by a 78-year-old professor with a long silvery
beard and by a 12-vear-old Young Pioncer. whoo in
his summer vacation. had collected  signatures to o
pledge ol support [rom 11 classmites,

Peking's artists took to the slreets to demonstraie.
The Chinese Peking Opera Theatre attracted a huge
crowd at the Tien An Men Square with an acrobalic
show on the downing of ecight U.S. planes by the
heroic Vietnamese people. Composers of the Central
Orchestra  of Natienal Music wrole new  songs
for people to sing before the Vietnamese Embassy. A
skit was performed in front of the Embassy and at
its end the Ambassador and members of the embassy
staff joined the massed spectators in the cry:  “US.
imperialism get out of Viet Nam!" Demonstrations
continued till dusk.

On the following day. when the people heard over
the radio that U.S. military aircralt had again intruded
into the tferritorial air of the D.R.V.. one million peo-
ple demonstrated.  They included scientisls. sporis-
men and foreign friends visiting Peking. A letter
voicing support was delivered to the Vietnamese Em-
bassy by 67 people from Algeria,
Cuba. Indonesia. Korca. the Uniled
States, Japan and 16 other countries
working in Peking.

The third day of the demonstra-
tion. Sunday. saw another 2 million
people on parade. The Victnamese
Ambassador and his embassy staff
too joined the ranks in the streets.

In industrial Shanghai, despite a
heat wave, hall a million demonstrated
on August 8 and another 800,000 on the
following day. In Canton, Chen Yu,
Member of the Scerctariat ol the
Central-South Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party and Governor of Kwangtlung,
was in the lead of the mass parade of
300.000 people. The demonstrations
continued on the following day. In
Sian in northwest China. leading mem-
bers of the Party’s municipal com-
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miltee  and  the vice-mayor participated in the
demonstration. In Nanning and Kunming, which stand
near the border with the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam, many national minorities demonstrated  with
their Han brothers. In Haikow, principal town of
Hainan Island. in Pasu, the port on the eastern coast
of the Gull of Tonkin and in Sanya, the port at the
southern tip of Hainan Island, the local inhabitants
demonstrated despite pelting rain.

Warning to U.S.

All the Chinese dailies. national and local. are
closely following the situation in Viet Nam these days.
They give [ull coverage to the massive support for the
D.R.V. pledged by the Chinese people and the rest of
the world’s people.  Renmin Ribao has published lour
(August 6-9) denouncing
Washington's wimed aggression, exposing the Johnson
Administration’s win moves and showing China’s firm
support for the Democrutic Republic of Viel Nam.
Beginning on August 8. it devoted more than half of
its cntire space to this subject. In its editorial of
August 9. Renmin Ribao warned the United States not
to rejoice too soon: Don't think vou can get away
with your sneak attack on the D.R.V. The debt in
blood you owe the Vietnamese people must be vepiid
Your fabrications and lies can deceive no one: your
threat of force can intimidate no one either. From now
on the initiative will be in the hands of the Vietnamese
people and the peoples of the whole world who support
them. It is you and not us that will be defeated. Final
victory belongs to the Vietnamese people and the peo-
ples of the world.

cditorials  in sueccession

Meanwhile, the whole nation volunteers its aid to
the Vietnamese people in repulsing U.S. aggression and
defending their motherland.

e 4 i by o

Vietnamese students, working temporarily in the China-Viet Nam Friend-
ship Pecople’s Commune, jein commune members in angry protest



Chen Yi's Letter to Xuan Thuy

The U.N. Has No Right to Consider
The Indo-China Question

® A peaceful settlement of the Indo-China question can be found only in the

way provided by the Geneva agreements.

There is no other way.

® U.S. imperialism attempts to use the U.N. to legalize the fait accompli of its
aggression against the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. Naturally the D.R.V. can-
not agree with this, nor should any socialist country agree with it.

On August 12, Foreign Minister Chen Yi sent a
letter to Xuan Thuy, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. concerning the U.S.
scheme of wusing the United Nations to cover up ils
aggressive activities and frirther spreading the flames
of war in Indo-China. Following is a translation of this
letter. — Ed.

I HAVLE reccived vour letters of August 5 and 7 and

the statements ol August 6 and 9 issued respective-
ly by the Government and the Foreign Minisiry of the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. In these documents,
the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietl
Nam strongly protested against the grave and oul-
rageous acts of aggression commitied by U.S. imperial-
ism against the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and
elfectively  exposed its scheme ol using the United
Niations to cover up its aggressive activities and [urther
spreading the flames of war in Indo-China.  The Chi-
nese Government [ully approves ol and lirmly supports
the just stand of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam as expressed in these documents.

The surprise attack made by the United States on
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam on August 5 was
a mostl [lagrant war provocation by U.S. imperialism
against all the Vietnamese people. the Chinese people
and all other peace-loving people. In the past lew
days. the U.S. imperialists have continued {o move up
their forces and make active preparations for oxtend-
ing the war. A large number of U.S. navy units have
amassed on the waters off the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam for posing a threat, and U.S. combat
aiverafl have continued to intrude into the air space
ol the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. Meanwhile,
the United States is sending reinforcements to southern
Viet Nam and intensifying its “special warlare™ against
the south Vietnamese people. The situation is still of
utmost gravity.

U.S. imperialism has long been studiously plan-
ning to tear up the Geneva agreements so that it may
perpetrale aggression and intervention in the Indo-
Chinese states even more unrestrainedly, It has kept
clamouring about extending its war ol aggression in
southern Viet Nam to the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam. While making a surprise attack on the Demo-

cratic Republic of Viet Nam, it had the audacily of
bringing before the U.N. Sccurity Council a so-called
complaint against the latter. This was obviously the
tacties ol a villain suing his victim beflore he himself
is prosecuted. the aim of which is to establish itself
as the “plaintil ™ and use the United Nations to legalize
the fail accompli of ils aggression against the
Democratic of Viet Nam.

Naturally the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam
cannol possibly agree with this. nor should any so-
cialist counlry agree with it. How can one agree to
discussion of the U.S. proposal? Docs not agreement
help establish the case of the Uniled Stlates? Does
it not mean recognition of the position of the United
States as the plaintiff? Does it not mean thal the
Geneva agreements can be left aside? The quesiion
now is by no means one of discussing.the U.S. proposal
in one way or another, but that the U.S, case-is com-
pletely untenable, I the U.S. proposal is not opposed
and vetoed and the ULS. plot is allowed 1o succeed.
a precedent will be established of bypassing the Geneva
agreements and letting the United Nations poke a hand
in the question of Indo-China. In that case. US. im-
perialism would be able to further use the United Na-
tions Lo realize ils plan ol expanding the war in Indo-
China. Therclore, all countries which uphold the
Geneva agreements and are interested in the peace
ol Indo-China should vigorously expose and [irmly
oppose this TU.S. imperialist scheme.  And  the Co-
Chairmen of the Geneva Conlerence. in particular,
have an unshirkable responsibility in this regard.

It must be emphasized that the United Nations
has no right at all to consider the Indo-China question.
The only inlernational  agreements for settling the
entire Indo-China question are the 1954 Geneva agree-
ments,  I0 these agreements are set aside and some
related countrics are excluded while the U.S.-controlled
United Nations is allowed to intervene in the Indo-
China question. this cannot possibly lead to a peaceful
scttlement ol the Indo-China question bul can only
further aggravate the Indo-China situation or oven
repeat the crror of the United Nations being used by
the United States for its aggression in Kovea. If a
peaceful  settlement ol the Indo-China question is
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sincerely sought, the only channel is that provided
by the Geneva agreements, and there is no other way
out. We fully approve of the demands made by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam in its statement of August 9, namely,
that the Co-Chairmen and the participants of the
Geneva Conference should promptly discuss and con-
demn the acts of aggression of U.S. imperialism against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and stop its war
of aggression in southern Viet Nam and its armed
provocations against the Democralic Republic of Viet
Nam so as to safeguard the Geneva agreements and
the peace of Indo-China.

The Chinese and the Vieinamese peoples are
brothers standing together in {tribulations and sharing
each other’s weal and woe. In the protracted struggle

against imperialism, our two pcoples have always
given each other sympathy and support and fousht
together shoulder to shoulder. In today’s serious
cireumstiances in which the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam is subjected to frantic aggression by U.S.
imperialism. the Chinese people will all the more closo-
Iy unite with the fraternal Vietnamese people and be
ready at all times to give the aggressor a resolule
rebuff. The Chinese people warmly congratulate the
Vietnamese people on their important vielories in
lighting the U.S. aggressor. We firmly believe that,
in the face of the heroic Vietnamese people and all
other peace-loving people, all U.S. imperialist military
adventures will surely meel with utter defeat.

Please accepl the
highest consideration.

renewed assurances ol my

Speech by Liao Cheng-chih

At the Peking People’s Rally Supporting the Vietnamese
People and Against U.S. Imperialist Armed Aggression

August 9, 1964

The Chinese people will absolutely not sit idly by in the face of ruthless U.S. im-

perialist aggression against their brothers, the Vietnamese people.

Now that the

United States has lit the flames of a war of aggression in the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam, the latter has gained the right of action to fight against aggression, and
all the countries upholding the Geneva agreements have gained the right of action to
assist the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam in its fight against aggression. We must
warn the U.S. aggressors: Since you have committed the towering crime of aggres-

sion, you must be prepared to receive due punishment.

get away with it.

Following is a translation of the text of an address
by Liao Cheng-chil, representative of the Chinese peo-
pl*’s organizations, at the Peling rally on August 9,
1964, — Iid.

Comrades and Friends,

On August 5, U.S. imperialism sent a large number
of aircralt to launch a surprise allack against the Dem-
ocralic Republic of Viet Nam, successively bombing
the areas of Nghe An. Hong Gai and Thanh Hoa. The
Viet Nam People's Army heroically fought back, shot
down and damaged 11 invading U.S. planes and cap-
tured a U.S. lieutenant pilot. thus dealing a head-on
blow to the U.S. imperialist armed aggression. The
Viet Nam People’s Army did right in fighting back. and
they fought well! We people throughout China rejoice
at the brilliant achievements ol the Viet Nam People’s
Army. At this grand rally attended by 100,000 people,
I would like on behall of the people of all circles of
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It is impossible for you to

Peking and the entire Chinese people to offer our
warmest congratulations to the [ralernal Vietnamese
people and to extend our cordial regards and high trib-
ute to the valiant Viet Nam People’'s Army.

The surprise attack by U.S. imperialism on the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam was a planned armed
provocation from beginning to end. In order to dis-
guise its unwarranted provocation, U.S. imperialism
made up the lie o a “second attack” on U.S. warships
in the Tonkin Gulf on August 4. But this lie is so
clumsy that even U.S. government officials have failed
to give a clear account on some of the important details
ol the so-called “second Tonkin Gull incident”; they
have a guilly conscience and their statements are [ull
ol loopholes. They first said that the attack was made
by “four” torpedo boats and then by “‘belween six and
ten” torpedo boats. still later. they said. “just how many
PT boats were involved was uncerlain.” Since they
alleged that they had been altacked by torpedo boats,
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just how many torpedoes were fired? U.S. olTicials
now said that “a number of torpedoes had been [ived,”
and then said that they “were unable 1o say how many.”
What is most ridiculous is that the U.S. oflicials can-
not even make clear the time of the “incident.” The
announcement of the U.S. Defence Depariment said
the altack came at 10:30 p.m. local time. Yet Deflence
Secretary McNamara declared that as early as 10:15 p.m.
one {orpedo boal had been sunk. It is a strange tale
indeed that an enemy torpedo boat could be sunk even
before lighting started. No wonder the DPA reported
from Washington on August 5 that this announcement
about the sccond Tonkin Gulf incident” “met with
disbelieving aslonishment in Washinglon’s political and
diplomatic quarters.” Commenting on the “second
Tonkin Gulf incident” the Washington special corve-
spondent of Le Monde said, “In the ocean of words and
communiques which has submerged Washington since
Sunday one seeks in vain for a guiding line.”  All
aggressors are accustomed to using the trick of “the
thiel crving ‘stop thiel’” in order to crcate a prefext
for their aggression. But Johnson, McNamara and their
like are too incompetent. Their inconsistent statements
have exposed their lie and cnuabled the people of the
whole world to see that the purpese of the U.S. Gov-
crmment in cooking up this lie is to execute its pre-
meditated plan ol exploration for the extension of its
war ol aggression,

In [act, before its open bombing of the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam on August 5. U.S. imperialism
had already started its premeditated plan of explora-
tion. On July 30, U.S. imperialist warships shelled the
Hon Me and Ilon Ngu Islands of the Demaocratic Re-
public of Viet Naum. On August 1 and 2, U.S. aircralt
intruded into the air space of the Democratic Republic
of Viet Nam from Laos, bombing and launching rockets.
On August 2. a US. warship again iniruded into the
Vielnamese territorial waters to carry out provocation.
The U.S. Government flatly denied these acts of aggres-
sion. Bul now that the truth is out. denial is futile.
People will recall {hat since the beginning of this year
U.S. military and government big shots have been clam-
ouring to extend their war of aggression from southern
Viet Nam to the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.
The White House and Pentagon have long been actively
plotting for a surprise attack on the D.R.V. and for
an extension of the war in Indo-China. The appoini-
ment of Maxwell Taylor, Chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiels of Staff, as U.S. “ambassador” in Saigon was
an important step taken by the Johnson Administration
for extending its war of aggression in Indo-China.

U.S. imperialism’s open armed aggresssion against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and bombing of
its important coastal aveas signify that U.S. imperial-
ism has finally gone over the “brink of war” and made
the first step in extending the war in Indo-China. This
is an open challenge to the peace of Indc-China and
of Asia and the world. All peace-loving countries and
people absolutely cannot look on with folded arms. On
August 6, the Government of the Democratic Republic
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of Viet Nam issued a solemn statement calling on all
Geneva Conference nalions, all socialist countries and
all other peace-loving countiries to take vigorous mea-
sures to stop U.S. imperialist aggression. On the same
day. the Chinese Government issued a statement. sol-
emnly declaring that aggression by the Uniled Staies
against the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam means
aggression against China and that the Chinese people
will absolutely not sit idly by withoul lending a help-
ing hand. We 650 million Chinese pceople Tully sup-
port the statement ol the Government of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam. completely endorse our
Government's stalement gnd are determined by prac-
tical deeds to volunteer aid to the Vietnamese people
in their just struggle against U.S. aggression and in
defence of their fatherland.

Comrades and friends! The armed aggression by
U.S. imperialism against the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam is an imporlant part of the policies of war
and aggression which it pursues all over the world. In
order to realize its ambition for world domination. U.S,
imperialism has never for a moment stopped its ag-
gressive activities in all pans of the world.

Of late, U.S. imperialism has inlensified ifs aggres-
sive and subversive activities against Cuba. In addi-
tion to directly sending aircralt to bomb Cuba and
inciting counter-revolutionary Cuban bandils and U.S.
soldiers at its military base to make harassments and
provocations against Cuba, the United States has coerced
its vassal couniries into severing trade relations with
Cuba. At the Inter-American Conference of Foreign
Ministers. the Uniled States instigated the governments
of some Latin American countries to censure Cuba. 1o
impose a blockade and to sever diplomatic relations with
it. At the same time, U.S. imperialism has enginecrod
one military coup d'etat alter another in Brazil, Ar-
gentina, Venezuela, Ecuador and other countries and
subjected the Panamanian people to bloody suppression.
By these actions U.S. imperialism vainly attempts to
slrangle the Cuban revolution and put down the na-
tional-democratic movements in Latin America so as to
maintain its colonial rule in Latlin America and con-
linue to trample on and enslave the people there.

In Africa. U.S. imperialism has colluded with some
old-type colonialists in the face of the rapid develop-
ment of the Congolese people’s armed forces: while
slepping up its suppression of the armed [orces of the
Congolese people. it has reinstaled Tshombe and other
scum of the Congo nation to play the political trick of
“national reconciliation™ with a view to destroying and
disintegrating the Congolese patriotic forces and once
again strangling the national-independence movement
of the Congolese people.

Particularly noteworthy now is the unprecedentiedly
flagrant acts of aggression being commitlied by U.S.
imperialism in Southeast Asia, While intensilying iis
“special warfare” in southern Viet Nam, it is engaged in
direct armed infervention in Laos and is stepping up
ils subversive and disruptive activities against the King-
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dom of Cambodia which has always pursued a policy
of peace and neutrality. It has made fresh military
provocations against our couniry and has dirvected the
Chiang Kai-shck gang o carry oul new harassments
against our coastal areas.

U.S. imperialist war provocations and aggression
everywhere have aroused the strong opposition of the
people of the world., The peoples’ siruggles have caused
sericus setbacks to the U.S. imperialist plans of aggres-
sion. The present world situation is excellent. Nalional-
democratic movemenls are surging ahead in  Asia,
Africa and Latin America. In spite of all the cunning
aggressive and disruptive activities of U.S. imperialism,
the people of socialist Cuba stand firm on the Carib-
bean Sea: Cuba has become a bright banner inspiring
the people of Lalin America and the whole world in
their struggle against U.S. imperialism. The other Laltin
Amervican peoples, alter passing through various dil-
ficulties and twists and turns, eventually will gradually
embark on the revolutionary path like Cuba. The
armed forces of the Congolese people are continuing {o
arow slronger. giving a new inspiration to the African
people’s anti-imperialist struggle. A militant, awakened
and advanced Africa has emerged on the world scene
and is sleadily developing amidst the flames of rev-
olutionary siruggle. In Asia. and particularly in Indo-
China. the peoples” anli-U.S. struggles have scored con-
linuets victories and inflicted serious defeats on U.S.
imperialism.  The heroic struggle of the south Viel-
namese people has put U.S. imperialism in a fix and
confronted the U.S. colonial rule in southern Viet Nam
with the danger of a total collapse. The Laotian peo-
ple are winning continuous victories in their struggle
against U.S. imperialist armed intervention and for in-
dependence, peace and neutrality. The Cambodian
people’s struggle against U.S. subversion and sabotage
and asainst the U.S. attempt of using the United Na-
tions o impair Cambodia’s independence, sovereignty
and terrvitorial integrity is surging forward. The tidal
wave ol Japanese people’s just and patviotic anti-U.S.
struggle is rising higher and higher. In shorl. voleanoes
are erupting everywhere under the feet of U.S. impe-
vialism.  U.S. imperialism is being ever more closcly
encircled by the people of the world and is even taken
to task by its allies; its time is getting harder ind harder.

Confronted with the anti-U.S. fury of the world’s
peopie, especially the patriotic and revolutionary anli-
U.S. storm of the Inde-Chinese peoples. U.S, imperialism
is attemipting lo embark upon greater adventures, vainly
hoping to find a way out and save the situation throush
extending the war in Indo-China.  But U.S. imperial-
ism’s armed aggression against the Democratic Repub-
lic ol Viet Nam is docomed to failure. The Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam is a country born amidst the
flames of struggle against imperialism and colonialism,
the Vietnamese people are a hevoic people with a glorious
revolutionary tradition, and the Vietnamese People’s
Army is a long-tested army steeled in battles. Today,
under the wise leadership of the Viet Nam Workers’
Party and President Ho Chi Minh, the Democratic Re-
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public of Viet Nam has built itsell into a staunch so-
cialist country. The Government of the Democralic
Republic of Viet Nam has solemnly declared in ils stale-
ment that it will definitely not tolerate the U.S. impe-
rialisls and their lackeys inlringing upon its sovereigntly
and lerritory or disruptling the peacelul labour of the
north Vietnamese people. It pointed out in all serious-
ness that the more truculent and reckless the U.S. im-
perialists become, the moere united and determined the
people throughout Viet Nam will be Lo delcat them.
We [irmly believe that should the U.S. asgressors darve
lo extend their war of aggression. the Vietnamese peo-
ple who have the glovious fighting tradition of Dien
Bien Phu will surely destroy on their own soil the
American bandits.

The Democratic Republic of Viet Nam is our broth-
er couniry, and we are mulually dependent like the
lips and the teeth. China is also a signalory to the
Geneva agreements and the Chinese pcople have the
unshirkable duty of safeguarding the peace and sccu-
rity of Indo-China and supporling the Vietnamese peo-
ple in their struggle against U.S. aggression and in
defence of their fatherland. The Chinese people will
absolutely not sit idly by in the face of ruthless U.S.
imperialist aggression against their brothers, the Viet-
namese people. Now that the United States has lit
the flames of a war of aggression in the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam, the latter has gained the right
of action to light against aggression, and all the coun-
tries upholding the Geneva agreements have gained the
right of action to assist the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam in its fight against aggression. We must warn the
U.S. aggressors: Since you have commitled the tower-
ing crime ol aggression, you must be prepared Lo re-
ceive due punishment. It is impossible for you to get
away with it. The U.S. imperialisis should understand
that the Chinese Government and people alwavs mean
what they say. If vou should stubbornly refuse to turn
back and persist in reckless aclion, you would certainly
break your neck and meet with utler defeat!

All people of our country, let us rouse ourselves
and unite. step up our production and work, intensily
our training, redouble our vigilance, closely [ollow cur-
rent developments, make all the necessary preparations
and be ready for all eventualities, and, together with
the people of Viet Nam, of the other socialist coun-
tries. of Asian, Alrican and Latin Amecrican countries
and the whole world, thoroughly smash U.S. imperial-
ism's adventurous scheme of extending the war in Indo-
China and defend peace in Asia and the world!

U.S. imperialism. quit southern Viet Nam. quit Laos.
quit Indc-China, quit Taiwan, quit southern Korea, quit
Japan, quil all the places it has cceupiod!

Resolutely support the Vietnamese people in their
great struggle against U.S. imperialis{ aggression!

Long live the militant friendship between the Chi-
nese and Vielnamese peoples!

ictory to the heroic Vielnamese people!
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RENMIN RIBAO

U.S. Aggressors Cannot Hide Their
Ugly Faces

Following is a translation of a “Renmin Ribao” edi-
torial “U.S. Aggressors Cannot Cover Up Their Ugly
Countenance” published on August 7. Subheads are
ocurs. — Ed.

HE Johnson Administration of the United Stales has
recklessly launched a surprise attack on the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam. thus expanding its aggres-
sive war in Indo-China. This most nefarious action has
completely laid bave the warlike features ol the John-
son Administration and has aroused the strong condem-
nation of all peace-loving peoples and countries around
the world.

Iowever, Johnson and chiefs of his administration
have vociferously declared, tongue in cheek. that U.S.
naval vessvls had been subjected to “unprovoked™ and
“deliberate” attack by the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam and that U.S. armed aggression against the D.R.V.
was “defence” against “open aggression” and “action in
reply.” They also alleged that such action on the part
of the United States was “limited and fitting” and that
the United States sought "no wider war,”™ It is absolute-
ly flutile for Johnson and his ilk (o ry to rvesort lo
this “thiel ¢rying ‘stop thiel” 7 tactics to [ool and deccive
the peoples of the world.

Who alter all was subjected to “unprovoked and
deliberate” attack?

U.S. Attack Is Premeditated

The Gulf ol Tonkin is not an inland sea of the
Uniled States. But U.S. naval vessels have long been
deployed there. threatening the security ol the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam. On August 1 and 2, a U.S.
warship flagrantly intruded into the territorial waters
of the D.R.V. 10 conduet harassing activities. By giving
a firm rebulf to the enemy that had intruded into the
D.R.V. territorial waters and carried oul provocations.
the naval units of the D.R.V. were salfeguarding state
sovercignty.  How can such a legitimate aclion be de-
scribed as an unprovoked attack? The U.S. is thousands
of miles away lrom Viet Nam. Why is it that the colossal
U.S. Seventh Fleet should go across the oceans to carry
out provocations in the terrvitorial waters ol the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam while the Vietnamese peo-
ple should not fight in seil-defence at the doorstep of
their own homeland? The United States is a big country
while Viet Nam is a small one. Is there such a law that
big countries can beatl the smaller ones at will while the
latter are not allowed to strike back? Certainiy not.

Nations. big and small, are equal. Since the United
States is bent on making provocations, the Democratic
Republic of Viet Nam nalurally has the right to sirike
back.

As to the so-called second Tonkin Gulf incideni, it
was a sheer [abrication of the Johnson Administration.
On the night of August 4 there was not a single naval
vessel of the Demacratic Republic of Viet Nam on the
walers where the US. naval vessels were located.
However, the U.S. authorilies ¢laimed that U.S. war-
ships had been subjected to an attack and thal several
D.R.V. naval vessels had been sunk or damaged. This
is utter nonsense.  Why did Johnson have to cook up
such a ridiculous lie? It was only to create a pretext for
his planned altack on the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam.

The U.S. air raid on the D.R.V. on August 5 was in
every sense —unprovoked and deliberate” while the
counler-attack ol the Vietnamese people in sell-delence
was absolutely just. On that day. U.S. planes wantonly
bombed coastal towns of north Viet Nam. The heroic
Vietnamese People’'s Army brought down eight of them
and damaged three others. This indeed served the U.S.
air pirvates right. In defending their fatherland the army
and people ol Viel Nam have dealt justified and well-
aimed blows to the enemy. The 650 million Chinese
people cheer and salule their hervoic
brothers.

Vietnamese

U.S. Goes Over the Brink of War

U.S. imperialism has long planned to launch iis
armed aggression against the Democratic Republic of
Viet Nam. Since the beginning of this year. the mili-
tary leaders and high oflicials of the Johnson Adminis-
{ration have been clamouring to extend their aggressive
war in south Viet Nam to the D.R.V., even al the risk of
total war. U.S. propaganda machine has made no sc-
cret of the fact that the White House and the Pentagon
have been actively working out various plans [or ex-
tending the aggressive war in Indo-China. UPI reported
last February that “discussions of raids in north Viet
Nam have been included in previous conferences™ which
U.S. Secrctary of Defence McNamara “has held in the
Pacific.” It is an open secret that concrele plans for
extending the war in Indo-China were drawn up at the
Honolulu conlerence of U.S. military chiels and high
olficials held in carly June. The appoiniment of Max-
well Taylor, former chairman of U.S. Joint Chiefs of
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Staff. as U.S. “ambassador” 1o Saigon indicated that
the Johnson Administration had put the plan for ex-
panding the Indo-China war on the agenda. True
enough, in less than a month after Taylor's assumption
ol office, U.S. imperialism has gone over the “brink of
war” and taken the first step in extending the war in
Indo-China.

Alter committing such a heinous crime, the John-
son Administration had the cheek to declare that it
merely took “limited and fitting™ military actions. This
is gangster logic, pure and simple. Can it be said that
aggressive actions become legitimate, if they are “limit-
ed and fitling”? All acts of aggression are impermissi-
ble and must be scverely condemned and punished.
Moreover, all the aggressors of the past started with
limited aggressive actions. Hitler started World War
I with the seizure of Czechoslovakia's Sudetenland.
U.S. irperialism has also expanded ils aggressive
activities in Indo-China step by step. It has now ex-
tended its aggression in south Viet Nam and Laos to
intervention in Cambedia and armed aggression against
the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.

Although the Johnson Administration has extended
ils aggressive war in Indo-China, it sanclimoniously de-
clared that it knew “the risks of spreading conflict” and
that “we seek no wider war.” If the spreading of the
war flames to the D.R.V. is not extension ol the war,
how far must the Johnson Administration spread the
war [lames to be called such? This only serves to show
that U.S. imperialism has still more vicious steps in
store in its plan to extend the war.

Johnson and his ilk have told such a pack of lies to
conceal their own crimes and mislead those naive and
timorous people and give them a [false sensc of security
so that they can have a frec hand in spreading the war.
One must on no account be taken in by theirr muachina-
Lions.

Johnson Administration’s Objectives

In unsheathing its sword and unleashing armed ag-
gression against the Democratic Republic of Viei Nam
at this juncture, the Johnson Administration has very
clear objectives:

First of all, it wants to refrieve its defeat in Indo-
China.  As is well known. the “special warfare” con-
ducted by the U.S. aggressors in south Viet Nam and
their colonial rule there arc on the verge of a total col-
lapse. Armed intervention by U.S. imperialism in Laos
has met with one setback after another. It has become
more and more isolated politically in Laos and is in
a pretty [ix. At the same time, the aggressive aclivities
of U.S. imperialism and its lackeys against the Kingdom
of Cambodia have also suflered one deleat aller an-
other. Buffeted by the lashing anti-U.S. palriotic and
revolutionary storm of the peoples of Indo-China, U.S.
imperialism has grown desperate and is trying to [ind a
way out through expanding the war.

Second, Johnson evidently hopes that by achieving
a litlle success in Indo-China, he may gain some polit-
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ical capital to help him win the forthcoming presiden-
tial elections. Lately. the Republicans have made an
all-out attack on the Demoeratic Administration for ils
helplessness in Indo-China. To show that he is more
eager to serve U.S. mwonopoly capital than the Re-
publican presidential candidate Goldwater and Lo prove
himself the most resolute exccutor of U.S. policies of ag-
gression and war, Johnson has now plunged into an
adventure which neither the Eisenhower nor the Ken-
nedy Administration had dared to hazard.

Third, the Johnson Adminisiration wants o make
a fait accompli of the expanded war in Indo-China to
involve the allies of the United States in it. At the re-
cent meetings ol the SEATO and NATO aggressive
blocs, the United States has tried. by coaxing and coer-
cion, lo make cat’s-paws ol ils allies in its war of ag-
gression in Indo-China. bul it has not succeeded. Now
it has decided to go il alone and hook its allies willy
nilly, on to its war chariot.

However, Johnson and his ilk have wholly miscal-
culated.

U.S. War-Mongers Had Better Be Sober

The U.S. imperialist armed aggression has met with
the [irm rebuff of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam.
The Government ol the D.R.V. has issued a statement
proclaiming that it will definitely not allow the U.S. im-
perialists and their lackeys {o infringe upon ils sover-
eignly and territory or sabolage the peacelul labour of
the north Vietnamese people. It points out emphatically
that the more truculent and reckless the U.S. im-
perialists become, the more united and determined the
people throughout Viet Nam will be (o deleat them.

The Government of the People's Republic of China,
too, has solemnly declared that aggression by the United
States against the Democralic Republic of Viet Nam
means aggression against China and thal the Chinese
people will absolutely not sit idly by without lending
a helping hand. Public opinion in many Asian, Alrican
and Latin American countries has condemned U.S. ag-
gression and supported the Vielnamese people in their
slruggle against aggression. All this shows thal the
Vietnamese people. the Chinese people and all the rev-
olutionary peoples of the world are not {o be cowed
by warships, aireralt and guns of the United States.
U.S. imperialism can never save itsell from defeat in
Indo-China by expanding its war venture. The leaders
of U.S. imperialism had better come back {o their
senses. Can it be that they have all forgotten the
defeal they suffered in the Korean War?

Johnson wants to vie with Goldwaler lo win the
favour of U.S. monopoly capilal and prolong his po-
litical life-span. So he goes in quest ol adventure in war
But he will only cripple himsell in such an adventure.
The destiny of the United States is. in the last analysis.
determined not by monopoly capital but by the Ameri-
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can people themsclves. Now that Johnson has unmasked
himself and done what Goldwalter claims that he wants
to do, it will make the broad sections of the American
people see still more clearly that both the Republicans
and the Demaocrats, both Johnson and Goldwater, are
jackals of the same lair. They can only bring endless
disasters to the United States. Broad sections of the
American people love peace and oppose war. If John-
son tries to catch votes by engineering a war he may
possibly lose the meagre capital he has at his disposal.

U.S. persistence in its unpopular actions in Indo-
China has long evoked the strong discontent of its allies
and now it {ries [orcibly to drag others into the mire
and make a cat’s-paw ol them. Little wonder most of
its allies are uneasy over the armed aggression ol the
Uniled Stales against the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam for [fear that they might get embroiled. It is
obvious that the United States is finding it increasingly
difficult to recruit accomplices. The United Stlates has
engaged in many aggressive adventures since the end

of World War II, but il has seldom [ound itself so ter-
ribly alone as in this case.

The World Must Be Vigilant

U.S. imperialism is [renziedly deploying its military
forces in the Pacilic and is busy concentrating troops
in Indo-China and Southeast Asia. Johnson has asked
the U.S. Congress Lo empower him Lo take “all necessary
action.” All this is indicative ol the Johnson Adminis-
tration’s readiness to carry through its plan of expand-
ing the war. It can thus be seen that what Johnson and
his ilk have said about the attack on the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam being “basically only one strike”
and about their wanting to seek “political solution™ is
only a smokescreen. The people of the world must sharp-
en their vigilance and take stock of the situation. They
must resolutely support the just struggle of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, erush the criminal plan of
U.S. imperialism to extend the war in Indo-China and
defend peace in Indo-China, Asia and the world.

U.S. Aggressors Must Not Be Allowed
To Take Refuge in U.N.

Following is a translation of “Renmin Ribao’s”
editorial of August 8. — Ed.

T a time when U.S. imperialism has openly
launched armed aggression against the Democrat-
ic Republic of Viet Nam and flagrantly violated the
Geneva agreemenis. the U.S. imperialist chieftain
Lyndon Johnson has the audacity to deck himself out
as the defender of the Geneva agreements, alleging that
the U.S. aim was that “the existing agreements in the
area be honoured.” Calling black white, he falsely
charged the D.R.V. with violating these agreements
and ‘“‘committing aggression.”

Lyndon Johnson thinks that people the world over
are all idiots. It seems as if the moment he cooked
up a big hoax about “north Vietnamese aggression,”
he could write off all the U.S. crimes of wrecking the
Geneva agreements and undermining peace in Indo-
China and the people of the world would really take
U.S. imperialism as a ‘“loyal defender” of the Geneva
agreements.

But, how do the world’s people and world public
opinion see it?

Thakin Lay Maung, member of the Executive
Committee of the All-Burma Peace Committee, said on
August 5 that “this aggressive act of the U.S. amounts
lo sabotaging the 1954 Geneva agreements.”
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In ils August 4 editorial, La Depeche du Cambodge
condemned the U.S. armed invasion of the D.R.V.,
saying that it was not an isolated incident but was
certainly a “part of the programme of aggression for
a wider war” hatched by the United States.

The Pakisian paper Jang in its August 5 editorial
reminded the United States that “the world is not an
ancesiral property ol the United States where she
holds the right to impose her will and to throw bombs
on the peace-loving people of Viet Nam.”

The Moroccan weekly Avant Garde commented on
August 1: “The colonialist and imperialist circles over
the last ten years have resorted to all means to sabotage
the agreements and turn south Viet Nam into a colony
filled with terror and destruction.”

Even President de Gaulle of France cited facts
at a press conference not long ago to show that the
United Stales had sabotaged the Geneva agreements.

With the people of the whole world watching, how
could Lyndon Johnson be able to pull the wool over
their eyes?

The United States, a participant nation of the
Geneva conference. did not sign the 1954 Geneva
agreements, but it pledged not to violate the agree-
ments by armed force or threat of force. In spite of
this, shortly after the signing of the agreements, U.S.
imperialism knocked together the SEATO and went
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so lar as to illegally place south Viet Nam, Laos and
Cambodia under the so-called “protection” of this ag-
aressive bloc. From the very beginning, the U.S. Govern-
ment has never taken the Geneva agreements seriously,
buit has unscrupulously undermined them. This has
constituted the source of tension and instabilily in
Indo-China,

It is the United States which fostered the Ngo
Dinh Diem puppet clique in south Viet Nam and pre-
vented the holding of general elections in Viet Nam
in July 1956, thus undermining the peaceful unification
of that country,

It is the United States which has poured several
thousand million dollars into south Viet Nam, sent
there large numbers of U.S. military advisers and huge
quantities ol American-made arms, equipped 500-600
thousand south Vietnamese puppet troops, and slaugh-
tered 160,000 patriotic people of south Viet Nam. This
has forced the people of south Viet Nam to take up
arms and wage jusl pafriotic struggles against the
U.S.-Diem clique in a fight for existence.

It is also none other than the United States which
has dispatched tens ol thousands of U.S. troops to
launch the inhuman “special warfare” against the south
Vietnamese people, in its vain attempt to use bloody
suppression to put down the flames of their revolution.
In this dirly war, it has employed all kinds of new-
type weapons, including chemi~»1 weapons.

As a matter of fact. U.S. imperialism has already
turned south Vief Nam into its military base and a
colony of a new type. Time and again the south Viet
Nam puppet regime has been replaced, and even a
tackey like Ngo Dinh Diem has been killed by its U.S.
master., The U.S. “ambassador’” to south Viet Nam
has actually become the U.S. colonial viceroy there.
Because of U.S. sabotage, not even a trace of the
Geneva agreements exists in south Viet Nam.

In Cambodia and in Laos. as the whole world
knows, the source of tension and war again stems from
the intervention and aggression by U.S. imperialism
and its lackeys, from the non-observance, violation and
scrapping of the Geneva agreements by the U.S. Gov-
ernment. The essential points of the 1954 and 1961-62
Geneva agreements are the prohibition of the in-
troduction of any foreign military personnel into Indo-
China, and the prohibition of the establishment of
foreign military bases in Indo-China. However, the
United States has not only turned the entire southern
part of Viet Nam into its military base and sent in
tens of thousands of military personnel to wage for
several years now the cruel “special warfare” against
the people of south Viet Nam, but il has also extended
war to the northern part of Viet Nam. Johnson. the
chieftain of U.S. imperialism, now has the cheek to
talk about implementing the Geneva agreements.
Isn’'t that a big joke?

To restore peace in Indo-China and to uphold the
Geneva agreements, it is imperative to stop U.S. in-
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tervention and sabolage in the countries of Indo-
China, immediately stop U.S. armed aggression against
the D.R.V,, and force the United States (o pull all its
armed forces out of south Viet Nam. Otherwise. any
talk of safeguarding the Gencva agreements is sheer
balderdash,

However, what warrants serious vigilance is that,
after launching its open large-seale attack on the
D.R.V., U.S. imperialism has the audacity to make a
“complaint™ at the U.N. Sccurity Council.

Some well-intentioned people think thal since the
United States has raised the issue at the United Na-
tions, the situation might case. But there are others
who are simply accomplices of the United States. who
go out of their way to acclaim and support this U.S.
move, This is unpardonable, especially in the case of
those who have shouldered responsibilities for the 1954
Geneva agrcements.

It must be stressed that the United Nations has
no right whatsoever to interfere in Indo-China. A
peaceful settlement for the question of Indo-China can
only be sought through the channel of the Geneva
agreements. In this respect, U Thant, Secretary-
General of the United Nations, too. has pointed out
that the Uniled Nations cannot help to seek a peace-
ful solution for the Viet Nam question. It is obvious
that in raising the so-called Tonkin Gulf incident at
the United Nations, the United States has the follow-
ing objectives: 1) to eslablish itself as the “plaintiff”;
2) to legalize the fait accompli of its aggression against
the D.R.V.; 3) if the first two objectives were achieved,
lo sct a precedent for the United Nations to interfere
in Indo-China and to bypass the Geneva conference;
and 4) to form, whenever necessary and pussible. a so-
called United Nations force to turn Viet Nam into a
second Korea, What the United States is now trying
to do is exactly what it had done in 1950.

The August 5 edilorial of the Vietnamese paper
Nhan Dan correctly points out that “U.S. imperialism
plots to use the United Nations as a smokescreen to
cover up ils crimes and legalize the stepped-up execu-
tion of its aggressive plan against north and south
Viet Nam.”

This is a most cunning conspiracy. All peace-
loving countries and people of the world must be
vigilant and see o it that the U.S. aggressors, whose
hands are dripping with the blood of the Vietnamese
people, are not allowed to use the United Nations as
its amulet. The United States must repay the debt
of blood it owes to the Vietnamese people! The United
States must immediately stop all forms of encroach-
ment upon the D.R.V.! All the armed forces of the
United States must get out of Viel Nam! The question
now is not one of the United Slates bringing a “com-
plaint” against the D.R.V., but one of the people of the
whole world bringing the vicious U.S. imperialist pirales
Lo book!
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Resolute Support for the Vietnamese
People to Defeat U.S. Aggressors

Following is a translation of the “Renmin Ribao”
editorial of August 9. — Ed.

U S IMPERIALISM has lit up the flames of a war
erJe  of aggression against the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam. It has thus placed itself in the
dock as a war criminal. A furious wave of condemna-
tion against the U.S. aggressors is sweeping across the
world.

The 650 million Chinese people have thundered out
an earth-shaking roar of anger. They sharply denounce
11.S. imperialism’s crime of aggression. They regard
[1S. aggression against the D.R.V. as aggression against
China. In the last few davs, pcople throughout the
couniry have been holding mighty demonstrations, voic-
ing their support for the Chinese Government's state-
ment, pledging to back up their Vietnamese brothers,
expressing determination to support the Vietnamese peo-
ple’s fight against aggression by practical deeds. The
Governments of Korea, Cuba and Albania have issued
statements declaring that they would certainly not look
on U.S. imperialism’s acts of aggression with folded arms.
The 1,000 million people of the socialist countries de-
nounce with one voice the sinister U.S. aggressors.

The peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America are
filled with righteous indignation. They have held rallies
and demonstirations. wrathfully shouting: “Viet Nam
yes, Yankees no!”  Righteous cries against U.S. aggres-
sion are resounding everywhere. Protest actions being
taken across the length and breadth of the three con-
tinents fully demonstrate the peoples’ firm resolve to
share the weal and woe of the Vietnamese people and to
unite against imperialism.

Strong indignation against U.S. imperialism’s move
to extend its war of aggression is being expressed by
peace-loving people all over the world. Public opinion
in many countries of Western Europe and Oceania has
also castigated the United States’ war adventure. de-
nouncing it as an act of “pushing the world towards the
brink of war.” People in the United States. (oo, are hold-
ing demonstrations against the Johnson Administration’s
policy of war and aggression in Indo-China.

The bombs dropped by the U.S. imperialists have
served to mobilize hundreds of millions of the world's

people. U.S. imperialism is now more isolated than ever
before.

U.S. imperialism has met with worldwide con-
demnation because its armed aggression against the
D.R.V. is completely unjustified, despicable and utterly
shameless. On top of its intolerable crimes in waging
the sanguinary “special warfare” in south Viet Nam and
slaughtering over 100.000 south Vietnamese people, U.S.

'

imperialism has adopted various war measures against
the D.R.V., raiding and harassing it by sea and air.
Having done all this, like the thief and sneak il is, it tries
to deny it. Can there be anything more contemplible?
Not only that. Now U.S. imperialism has fabricated a
pretext out of thin air and openly launched surprise air
raids on the D.R.V. From a thief it has turned into a
robber. This is the height of lawlessness. However
hard the Johnson Administration may try to deny it, it
can never cover up its towering crime of openly per-
petrating aggression against the D.R.V. Can the peoples
of all countries permit the U.S. imperialists to wilfully
extend ils aggressive war? Certainly not.

U.S. imperialism has met with worldwide condemna-
tion also because its armed aggression against the D.R.V.
is a premeditated move to extend its aggressive war in
Indo-China. This adventurous war move of the Johnson
Administration has posed a grave threat to the peace of
Asia and the world. Can the peoples of all countries sit
idly by while the U.S. imperialists are dangerously
playing with fire? Certainly not.

U.S. imperialism’s acts of aggression against the
D.R.V. demonstrate once again before the world's pco-
ples that it is their common enemy and the No. 1 enemy
of world peace. To oppose the people and dominate the
world, US. imperialism can do anything neflarious. It
presumptuously claims the right to do whatever it
pleases to threaten the security of other countries, to in-
[ringe on their sovereignty and even to launch un-
provoked attacks on them. It presumes that it can carry
out aggression in whatever manner and extend the war
to whatever place it desires. What arrogance! Johnson
and his ilk brazenly allege that U.S. armed aggres-
sion against the D.R.V. is a “limited and fitting” action.
This is gangster logic dead to all sense of shame. In
the last few days, the United States has not only stepped
up its military deployment for further extending the
aggression by dispatching armed forces from its home
bases and the Pacific to Indo-China and the adjacent
areas, but has continued to send military aireraft to in-
trude into the air space of the D.R.V. for provocation.
All this shows that the rigmarole about the United
States having no intention to extend the war is just
a smokescreen. The world’s peoples must not be taken
in. Countless facts have proved that only by punishing
the aggressors as they deserve can the flames of war
be prevented from spreading.

In the face of U.S. imperialist war provocations. the
Vietnamese people have displayed undaunted heroism.
They have acted firmly and dealt telling blows at the
U.S. aggressors. and have scored brilliant victories. High
in morale, they are resolved to fight to the finish in de-
fence of their fatherland. Now, since U.S. imperialism
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has perpetrated open armed aggression against the
D.R.V., the D.R.V. has gained full right of action to fight
against aggression. This anti-aggression struggle to up-
hold national independence, sovercignty and dignity is
entirely just. By its acts of aggression, U.S. imperialism
has also given all countries and peoples upholding the
Geneva agreements as well as all peace-loving countries
and peoples the right of action to render resolute sup-
port in every possible form for the Vietnamese people
to resist the U.S. aggressors.

U.S. aggressors, don’t you rejoice too soon! Don’t
think that you can get away with your sneak attack
on the D.R.V. To tell you frankly, debts must be repaid
and the debts of blood you owe the Vietnamese people
must be repaid, too. Your fabrications and lies cannot
hoodwink other people. Your threats of force can inti-
midate no one. From now on the initiative will be in
the hands of the Vietnamese people and the world’s peo-
ples who support them. It is you, not us, who will surely
be defeated. Final victory will certainly belong to the
Vietnamese and other pcoples of the world.

Resolutely oppose U.S. imperialism’s armed aggres-
sion against the D.R.V.!

Hail the victory of the Vietnamese people in resist-
ing U.S. armed aggression!

Firmly support the Vietnamese people’s just strug-
gle to resist U.S. imperialist aggression and defend their
fatherland!

Oppose U.S. imperialism’s sabotage of the Geneva
agreements!

U.S. imperialism must stop forthwith its armed ag-
gression and war provocation against the D.R.V.!

Aggression against the D.R.V. means aggression
against China!

People of the world, unite to smash the U.S. im-
perialist policies of war and aggression!

U.S. imperialism, get out of south Viet Nam! Get out
of Laos! Get out of Indo-China! Get out of Taiwan!

Get out of south Korea! Get out of Japan! Get out of
all places it has occupied!

Long live the comradeship-in-arms between the Chi-
nese and Vietnamese peoples!

Victory will certainly belong to the heroic Viet-
namese people!

Long live world peace!

What Is the Truth About the So-Called
Tonkin Gulf Incident?

by OBSERVER

Following is a commentary published in “Renmin
Ribao"™ on August 11, 1964. — Ed.

HE Johnson Administration launched a sudden armed

aggression against the Democratic Republic of Viet
Nam under the pretext that a second attack was made
on U.S. warships in the Gulf of Tonkin on August 4.
In the last few days, Johnson and Washington officials,
both administrative and military, have been describing
in great detail the so-called second Tonkin Gulf inci-
dent to create an impression that the alleged incident
did, in fact, take place.

However, the more tales Johnson and his ilk fabri-
cated, the more loopholes they revealed.

The August 5 statement of the D.R.V. spokesman
and the Chinese Government's statement of August 6
both pointed out that the so-called second Tonkin Guilf
incident was a figment of the imagination of Johnson
and the Washington officials. Nay more. It was a down-
right lie spread by U.S. imperialism with a view to
extending the war in Indo-China. This has been seen
through by more and more people. The Governments
of Korea, Cuba, Albania and Cambodia, and the public
opinion of many Asian and African countries, have con-
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demned the Johnson Administration’s despicable lie. A
considerable number of Western bourgeois newspapers
and journals, too, have ridiculed the absurd allegation
of the U.S. Government.

Le Monde in two articles published on August 7
on the incident said that “proofs produced by Wash-
ington are still incomplete™ and “what happened in the
second naval battle is still not clear.” It held that
Washington’s failure to produce convincing evidence
“is striking.”

The Yorkshire Post said in its editorial of August
7 that “some aspects of the conflict are puzzling” and
that British officials did not understand “why north
Viet Nam attacked a second time, when she knew that
the United States was fully prepared.” The U.S. allies
suspected that the Tonkin Gulf incident was “delib-
erately provoked” by the United States, it said.

Even political and diplomatic circles in Washing-
ton doubted and disbelieved the attack announced by
the White House and Pentagon.

DPA said in a Washington dispaich on August 5
that the announcement had met with “disbelieving
astonishment in Washington political and diplomatic
quarters.”
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It said that following the U.S. Defence Depariment’s
announcement of a second attack on U.S. warships in
the Gulf of Tonkin. “government officials, politicians
and diplomats in Washington are asking themselves in
vain for the motives that could have prompled north
Viet Nam to take such an apparently senseless action.
Why doces this small country with its negligible naval
forces embark on a systematic provocation of the U.S.
Seventh Fleet with its 125 vessels and 650 aeroplanes?
What is the intention of expanding the war from the
rice paddies and jungles to the open sea?” The dispatch
said that all these questions “found no answer” in Wash-
ington.

Lies. no matter how cleverly cooked up, will show
themselves up. With the lapse of time, they will reveal
more loopholes. Here we shall expose the whole fab-
rication of the so-called second Tonkin Gulf incident
from nothing more than the evidence supplied by the
United States’ official releases.

Barefaced Lie With Many Loopholes

To begin at the beginning with the U.S. Defence
epartment’s announcement of the so-called second
Tonkin Gulf incident:

According to the announcement made by Assistant
Seccretary of Defence Arthur Sylvester at 06:00 p.m.
August 4 Washington time, “a second deliberate attack”
was made on U.S. naval vessels by north Vietnamese
patrol-torpedo boats at 10:30 p.m. August 4 local time
(Gulf of Tonkin). or 10:30 a.m. August 4 Washington
itime. Reporting the announcemeant which came seven
and a half long hours after the alleged attack had taken
place, the USIS itself admitted: *Details are reported
to be scanty.”

How scanty?

First of all, the U.S. Assistant Seeratary of Defence
said that an “undetermined number” of PT boats took
part in the “attack”;

Second, delence officials “‘are satisfied the attackers
launched torpedoes at the U.S. ships, but were unable
to say how many";

Third, the announcement even failed “io say how
many [U.S.] planes from the two carriers had taken off
to aid” the U.S. destroyers supposedly under attack; and

Fourth. nor was the duration of the attack definite,
since it was reported that “the attack is believed to
have lasted about three hours.”

Please note that there is not a single definite fact
in the whole announcement which had been carefully
prepared for seven and a hall hours. Was it that time
was not enough? Certainly not. Could it be that Wash-
ington had not received any information from the Gulf
of Tonkin because of poor telecommunications? This
too could not have been the case, for U.S. [leets and
the Pentagon are equipped with up-to-date telecommu-
nication facilities and there is constant contact between
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them even ordinarily; then what about a serious situa-
tion in which U.S. ships were subjecled to “attack.”

Some unidentified U.S. Defence Department offi-
cials, that is, Sylvester's colleagucs or subordinates, sup-
plied some delailed information to the pressmen. One
official “intimated it was probably between six and
ten” north Vietnamese PT boats which made the attack.
Another said no, it was “four.” Then how many tor-
pedoes were fired? The officials could not give a spe-
cific number, They could only say that “a number
of torpedces were fired.” How many American planes
had taken off after all? It is unpardonable not to know
how many torpedoes were fired by the enemy in an
engagement and it is truly absurd not to bz able to
give the number of one’s own planes that had taken
off. The officials could only say cvasively that in view
of the bad weather which “hampered the operations of
the planes” they “assumed much of the counter-attack
on the torpedo boats was carried out by gunfire [rom
the two destroyers.”

It was either “intimated" or “assumed,” and the
more details the greater the ambiguity became, This
can only cast greater doubt as to whether the so-called
attack had taken place at all.

At midnight (Washingion time) on August 4, that
is, six hours after Sylvester’s announcement, U.S. Sec-
retary of Defence McNamara personally came out to
hold a press conference. The Pentagon chief then gave
the newsmen a detailed account of the two sc-called
attacks in the Tonkin Gulf, the most detailed informa-
tion so far made public by U.S. official quarters.

Accerding to McNamara's account, during the en-
tire period of the second attack, U.S. warships reported
their encounter at short intervals of time to the gen-
eral headquarters in Honolulu of the U.S. forces in the
Pacific and to the Pentagon. One cannot help asking:
since that was the case, why was it that Sylvester could
not give any concrete information seven and a halfl
hours after the U.S. warships had been “‘attacked™?
Moreover, although McNamara supplied more detailed
information, he still could not say how many enemy
ships made the so-called attack and how many torpedoes
they fired.

One is particularly surprised at the fact that al-
though McNamara and Sylvester are responsible offi-
cials of the same Defence Department and were talking
about the same thing, yet they contradicted each other
in the information they supplied. Now let us examine
the contradictions in their statements.

Sylvester said: “The attack came at 10:30 p.m.
local time.”

But McNamara said that it was at “9:52 p.m.
August 4 —the destroyers reported they were under
continuous torpedo attack.”

Sylvesier held that “at least two of the PT boats
were sunk and two others damaged.”

But McNamara said categorically: “10:15 p.m.
August 4 —the destroyers reported that they had
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avoided torpedces and had sunk one of the attacking
craft. . .. 10:42 pm. August 4 —the destroyers re-
ported that they had evaded additional torpedoes and
had sunk another of the attacking craft. . . . 12:32 am.
[00:32 local time August 5] — the patrol reported that
an additional enemy craft was believed to have been
sunk.” That is, three craft were sunk altogether.

What do the above-mentioned circumstances tell us?

1. The time of the beginning of the attack as given
by McNamara is 38 minutes earlier than that given by
Sylvester. In other words, at the time when the U.S.
ships were not yet subjected to attack according to
Sylvester’s version of the engagement, U.S. ships were
already subjected to attack according to McNamara's
version,

2. Fifteen minutes before the beginning of the
attack on the U.S. ships according to Sylvester's ver-
sion, McNamara had already sunk one enemy vessel.

3. While Sylvester sunk two enemy vessels and
damaged two, McNamara sunk three. In other words,
McNamara sunk one vessel more than Sylvester, dam-
aged Lwo less.

How is one to explain the discrepancy between the
two versions given by two responsible officials of the
Pentagon? Only one explanation is possible. Both
were telling lies. While McNamara’s lies exposed his
inferior’s, Sylvester's lies exposed his superior’s.

At his press conference on August 4, McNamara
declared with mock seriousness that the U.S. ship, the
Maddox, reported “radar contact with unidentified sur-
face vessels” and “three unidentified aircraft,” and
that these aircraft later “disappeared from its [the
ship’s] radar screen.” But afterwards, “‘additional ves-
sels” were observed “to close rapidly on" the U.S. ship.
So, McNamara used these illusory visions as a prelude
to the so-called second attack.

At another press conference on August 5, more
questions were put to the secretary about these ships
and planes: “There have been reports that south
Vietnamese vessels were showing or taking some sort
of action against north Viet Nam approximately at this
time.” In other words, could it be that the “unidentified
surface vessels” referred to by McNamara the day be-
fore were south Vietnamese vessels?

McNamara flatly replied, “No
operations during the period. . . .”

Then, again: In which direction did the three un-
identified aireraft come from?

. . . there were no

McNamara evaded the question by answering, “We
have no identification on those aircraft. They did not
participate in the attacks on our vessels.”

However, McNamara could not answer the follow-
ing questions: Since these ships were unidentified, how
could he tell for certain that they were not south Viet-
namese ships? Since unidentified aircraft were sighted
and their number was clearly determined as three, why
was it not possible to tell from which direction they
had come? Were there or were there not such un-
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identified planes and ships? Could it be that the U.S.
warships had sighted some spectres and mistaken them
as planes and ships and then fought a real battle with
these imaginary objects?

In his August 7 report of the Tonkin Gulf incident,
Alain Clement, Washington correspondent of Le Monde,
laid his finger on the sore spot of the Johnson Admin-
istration when he wrote: “For the moment, there is
more information on the U.S. retaliation against the
north Vietnamese installations than on that of the naval
aggression which was alleged to be the cause.” He
added that ‘‘this blank is striking” in the United States
which was used to producing “a super-abundance of
photos, charts and explanations.” This is “striking”
indeed! Despite the much-vaunted claim of the Pen-
tagon that several enemy vessels were sunk by the
U.S. ships in the August 4 attack, they have so far
not been able to produce even a single picce of wreckage
of these “sunken enemy ships.”

Fabrication Qut of Thin Air

In fact, loopholes in the monstrous lie about the
so-called second Tonkin Gulf incident can be clearly
seen in the course of its making.

According to the Pentagon, two U.S. destroyers
were under attack on the morning of August 4 (Wash-
ington time). Now let us sce what happened in Wash-
ington on August 4 as reported by Western news
agencies.

At 12:00 hours, that is, one and a half to two
hours after the U.S. warships opened fire in Tonkin
Gulf, U.S. President Johnson called a meeting of the
National Security Council in the White House. All was
calm and quiet alter the meeting.

At 13:00 hours Johnson conferred with his cabinet
and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Earle G.
Wheeler. Taking part in the talks were Secretary of
State Dean Rusk, Defence Secretary Robert McNamara,
the President’s special assistant McGeorge Bundy and
others, Again nothing happened after the meceting.

It was not until 16:47 that a “source close to the
Pentagon” disclosed the news about U.S. warships in
Tonkin Gulf being “under attack.” When asked by
newsmen, the White House, the Pentagon and the State
Department declined formal confirmation or comment.

At 18:00 hours Johnson called a second meeting of
the National Security Council with Secretary of State
Dean Rusk, Defence Secretary Robert McNamara, Dep-
uty Secretary of Defence Cyrus Roberis Vance, Director
of the C.ILA. John A. McCone, Under Sceretary of State
George W. Ball, Secretary of the Treasury C. Douglas
Dillon, and Director of the U.S. Information Agency
Carl Rowan taking part. The meeting lasted 30 minutes.

At 18:00 hours the Defence Department issued an
announcement formally announcing that two U.S. de-
stroyers had been subjected to a “second deliberate
attack.”
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At 18:45, Johnson called a meeting of 16 Senate and
House leaders of the Democratic and the Republican
Parties which lasted until 20:45. After the meeting,
Press Secretary of the President George Reedy an-
nounced that the President would issue a statement
later in the evening.

At 22:00 hours Republican presidential candidate
Goldwater declared after a talk with Johnson on the
telephone that he supported Johnson's position. Prior
to this, Johnson had repeatedly tried to reach Goldwater.

Al 23:40 hours Johnson declared in a statement
over the nationwide radio and television network that
“open aggression on the high seas against the United
States of America” had taken place and that “air action
is now in execution against gunboats and certain sup-
porting [acilities of north Viet Nam which have been
used in these hostile operations.”

This was what happened in Washington on August
4 after the so-called second Tonkin Gulf incident: before
18:00 hours all was calm and quiel with the chiefs. big
and small, in busy consultation; it was no! until after
18:00 hours that a sc-called crisis atmosphere appeared
in Washington.

People cannot help putting the question: If the so-
called second Tonkin Gull incident were a fact instead
of a labrication, why did the U.S. ruling circles behave
as if nothing had happened after U.S. war vessels had
been “under attack” and meetings of the National Se-
curity Council had been called?

If these ruling circles were not determined to fab-
ricaie and therefore needed time for it, why did they
announce the news some seven to eight hours after
the United States had been subjected to “open aggres-
sion”?

If it was not because the adventurers had a guilty
conscicnce and were hesitant before committing a crime,
why was it that Johnson did not order “the military
forces of the United States to take action in reply”
till 13 to 14 hours after the United States had been
subjected to “open aggression’?

It is very clear that the se-called second Tonkin
Gulf incident was either a show staged by the U.S.
Navy in accordance with a pre-set plan of the Wash-
ington authorities or misinformation on the part of the
U.S. Navy, a mistake which the Washington authori-
ties found handy as a pretext to extend the war they
had long premeditated. In either case the Johnson
Administration was guilty of lying. So, what Wash-
ington had to do was not to tell the truth but to fab-
ricate a lie and to launch aggression on the strength
of this lie. Hence it was necessary for Washington to
weigh and consider more than once whether the lie
was plausible and whether the adventure was worth-
while. The tense atmosphere in Washington was by
no means the result of the alleged attack on U.S. war
vessels, hence there was no tension in Washington be-
fore 18:00 hours on August 4. Tension in Washington
stemmed from the decision to embark on an adven-
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ture in accordance with its lic, hence the appearance
of a so-called crisis atmoesphere after 18:00 hours on
August 4. Johnson told a monstrous lie that U.S. war-
ships had been under attack. Based on this lie he made
the decision to engage in a military adventure and
forced his political rival, Goldwater, to agree. It
was only after he had secured the support of Gold-
water that he made public his adventurous plan to
bomb the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. This laid
bare the secret of this liar and conspirator.

A Thief Has a Guilty Conscience

But Johnson has a guilly conscience: so his argu-
mentis are lame, his steps faltering and his words [ull
of contradictions. As the Chinese saying goes: A thief
has a guilty conscience; the more he triss to hide, the
more he exposes himself.

After launching the surprise attack on the Deme-
cratic Republic of Viet Nam, U.S. military and admin-
istrative chiefs were [idgety day and night. Accord-
ing to reports of Western news agencies, the White
House received reports on reactions at regular intervals
throughout the night of August 4 and McNamara “was
in his office in the Pentagon all night.” On the eve-
ning of August 6, Johnson told the press that he had
been awake until 3 o’clock that morning after having
delivered his midnight television statement on August
4. He expressed satisfaction over the fact that no “new
crisis” occurred on the 6th. He said that it had been
a “goed day today.” Why were Johnson and company
so panicky if they did not have a guilty conscience?

Simultaneous with its decision to make a surprise
attack on the D.R.V., the Johnson Administration com-
plained to the United Nations and decided to start ex-
tensive diplomatic activities in other countries to justifly
its piracy. Then he sent Henry Cabot Lodge, former
U.S. “ambassador™ in Saigon, on a mission to persuade
other countries to swallow the lie. What a hustle and
bustle! But does not this appear to be in too much
of a [lurry? II the Johnson Administration had not
put out a big lic which it knew nobody would believe.
why should it take such pains to send people hither and
thither to defend itsel[?

All this proves that the sc-called second Tonkin
Gulf incident was a pure fabrication. As time passes,
more evidence will be provided to further expose this
clumsy fraud. Jchnson and his ilk can do nothing to
alter the conclusion that they are among the most
stupid liars, the most cowardly adventurers and the
most shameless aggressors in the world.

The so-called “Tonkin Gulf incident” engineered
by the Johnson Administration will be recorded in the
history of mankind and condemned for generations to
come like the “Maine Incident” created by U.S. Presi-
dent William McKinley in 1898, the “Liutiackou Inci-
dent” created by the Japanese militarist Shigeru Honjo
on September 18, 1931, as a pretext for attacking Norlh-
east China, and the “Reichstag” [ire scandal engi-
neered by Hitler in 1933.
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Expose U.S. Great Conspiracy

HSINHUA  correspondent’s  article released on

August 10 and entitled “Big Lie and Great
Conspiracy of the U.S. Exploded” points out that “the
Jechnson Administration’s tale of an ‘attack’ by the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam on U.S. naval vessels
in the Gulf of Tonkin on August 4 is a big lie and great
international conspiracy rarely known in history. Few
lics have been so brazenly told, and yvet few, too, have
been so promptly exploded.”

The article which runs into ten thousand characters
is divided into five parts, namely: A U.S. Concocted
Tale: An Unusual Course; An Absurd “Chronology™;
Even the Americans Don’t Believe I1; A Premeditated
Plot.

The article says that it is no secret that the Johnson
Adminisiration had worked out a programme for a
wider war in Indo-China to retrieve its defeats in south
Viet Nam and Southeast Asia as a whole, to strengthen
Jchnson's position in the presidential elections, to seek
an outlet for the U.S. arms industry and to give a
stimulus to U.S. economy. In fact, the programme had
time and again been revealed in the war clamours of
the leading U.S. officials. However, it did come as a
surprise to some people that the Johnson Administra-
tion should have the audacily to invent such a pretext
to start the war. a thing which even Dulles had not
dared 1o do. That is why the world public was so
enraged and even the Americans themselves would not
believe this [antastic story. Now that more and more
details have come to light, the lie and the conspiracy
contrived by the U.S. Government have been increas-
ingly exposed. With the lapse of time, this sordid and
audacious conspiracy will certainly be further exposed.

A U.S. Concocted Tale

In the first part. the article quotes in full the
bulletin on “Tonkin Gull Incident” issued by U.S. As-
sistant Defence Secretary Arthur Sylvester at 6:00 p.m.
Washington time on August 4 and the “Chronology of
the Second Attack™ published by U.S. Defence Secretary
Robert McNamara at a press conference at 00:40 hours
on August 5.

In the second part “An Unusual Course,” the
article recalls the activities of the Johnson Administra-
tion on August 4. It points out that no mention was
made of the incident at Johnson's conference with the
Democratic Congressional leaders more than one hour
after the U.S. ships had allegedly sighted surface vessels
ready for attack, nor at his meeting with other U.3.
government leaders over two hours after the “fighting.”
Towards noon, August 4, Johnson still found time to
receive Indian Minister of Railways S.K. Patil. Al
noon, he called the first meeting of the National
Security Council that day. No reports indicated that
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the “second attack” was mentioned at that meeting
cither. Furthermore, seven hours after the “fighting”
was suppcsed to have started and four heours after it
was supposed to have concluded. when reporters
inquired the White House and the Defence Department
about the reported incident, they still evaded the issue
and declined to comment.

The article also points out that the way the U.S.
finally released the story was also very unusual. As is
well-known, aggressive activities of the U.S. Seventh
Fleet are as a rule announced by the Honolulu Head-
quarters of the U.S. Forces in the Pacific. The counter-
attack on the U.S. destroyer, the Maddox, after its
intrusion into the territorial sea of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet Nam on August 2 was announced by the
Honolulu Headquarters, not by the Pentagon. But the
Honolulu Headquarters said nothing aboul the August 4
incident and it was the Pentagon which monopolized
the publication of the news. The article says: “People
cannot help asking why there should have occurred
these extraordinary and inexplicable things after such
a grave ‘incident.” The only reasonable answer is that
the alleged attack is an invention pure and simple,
while the White House and Pentagon had worked out
long ago a programme of launching attack on the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam by creating a pretext.
Once preparations for carrying out this programme
were completed, action was taken immediately. When
Johnson called a meeting of Congressional leaders of
the Republican and Democratic parties and consulted
with Goldwater, it was only to tell them about the
story already fabricated and action dzcided to be taken
and to ask for their concurrence.”

An Absurd “Chronology”

In the third part, the article points out: “The U.S.
Assistant Defence Secretary Arthur Sylvester [irst
released a bulletin. But it was too poor to be present-
able. So U.S. Defence Secretary Robert MeNamara had
to come forward himself to produce a *“chronology.”
But the more details given, the more absurd
McNamara's story became and the more loopholes it
contained.

A cursory analysis of the “chrenology” will find
that it is cpen to a host of questions. The article puts
fcrward ten questions to show the absurdity of the
“announcement” and the “chronology.”

The article says that according to the “chronology,”
Maddox had established “contact with two unidentified
surface vessels and three unidentified aircraft.”” What
had really happened? McNamara admitted himself on
August 5 that the three unidentified airveraft “did not
participate in the attacks on our vessels” but “disap-
peared.” Obviously these aireraft did not belong to
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