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LAND AND FOLK IN KIANGSI

— a Chinese Province in 1961

by REWI ALLEY

The well-known New Zealand writer gives you
another brilliant report about New China, this time
about his experiences in Kiangsi, in central China,
where he travelled extensively in 1961.

Rewi Alley knows this area well. He lived there
in pre-liberation days when it was under the Kuomin-
tang, a time of hunger, official corruption, floods and
general misery for the people. He tells its story as an
old base of the revolution and introduces you to the
unassuming men and women who are working there
today to harness nature, to bridle its rivers and make
the wastelands fertile in o new time when “a man is
good if he makes life better for his fellows.”

This is a follow up to the author's popular
CHINA'S HINTERLAND —IN THE LEAP FORWARD
published in 1961.

lllustrated with photographs by the author pp. 96

Not a Dog

An ancient Tai ballad

Here is something new in folk ballads. It comes from the Tai minority of south
Yunnan. The King is away heroically fighting off invaders. The Queen, a girl of the
people, is lying in a coma after giving birth. Jealous courtiers remove her miraculously
born babies and substitute a dog for them. Justice finally triumphs but the ending to
this tale is not the usual “happy ever after’’ one, it suggests thct without a basic change
in the ruler and his court, king and commoner cannot live together in harmony and
happiness. This is a story that breathes love for the poor and lowly, and an intense
hatred for feudalism. [t has been translated from the Tai spoken language into Han
(Chinese) by literary workers among the Tais and then into English by Rewi Alley.

Delightfully illustrated in line and colour _ pp. 147
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Round the Week

We Stand By Cuba

The hearts of the Chinese people are
with the heroic Cuban people who
stand rock firm in defence of their
revolution and national sovereignty.

News of the U.S. military blockade
and other aggressive moves against
Cuba evoked immediate response.

The Chinese Government issued a
statement condemning Washington's
piratical crime in the strongest terms
and voicing full support for Cuba’s
just cause. Renmin Ribao carried
two editorials on the Cuban situation
(the first editorial, dated Oct. 28, was
entitled “People of the World, Go
Into Action to Support the Cuban
People and Smash the U.S. War
Provocations!”; the second was en-
titled “Defend the Cuban Revolu-
tion!” see page 6). The China Peace
Committee, the China-Latin America
Friendship Association and many other
national people’s organizations cabled
messages of solidarity to their Cuban
counterparts. The democratic parties
issued a joint statement pledging them-
selves to back Cuba to the hilt in its
righteous cause.

Reports of the Cuban people’s total
mobilization to meet and beat the
aggressors, of the stirring call of their
leader Premier Fidel Castro, of the
worldwide people’s movement to sup-
port Cuba, and also of the naked impe-
rialist words and deeds of the Kennedy
Administration —in short, everything
from and about the embattled and
heroic island of freedom in the Carib-
bean Sea is top news in the na-
tional press.

As events have unfolded day by day,
the Chinese people’s anger against
the Yankee aggressors has mounted
steadily and solidarity between them
and their Cuban brothers has
deepened. Editorial comments and
articles, mass rallies and gatherings,
countless meetings at factories, in
schools and people’s communes have
made clear where China’s people
stand.

Peking Rally

Typical of these demonstrations of
solidarity was Peking’s militant mass
rally held in the Great Hall of the
People.

Premier Chou En-lai, Teng Hsiao-
ping, General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Chinese Communist

Party, and other Party and state lead-
ers and Cuban representatives were on
the tribune. More than 10,000 people,
including marshals, generals, officers
and men of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army, Cuban students and
foreign friends from all parts of the
world, were in the hall. An estimated
100,000 workers, cadres, commune
members and students met in all parts
of the city and followed the rally pro-
ceedings through radio network.
Peng Chen, Member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Chinese Communist Party and
Vice-Chairman of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People’s Con-
gress, addressed it, as did Regino
Pedroso Aldama, Charge d’Affaires ad
interim of the Cuban Embassy in
China; Liu Ning-I, President of the
All-China Federation of Trade Unions,
who spoke on behalf of the Chinese
people’s organizations; and Yang
Ming-hsuan, Vice-Chairman of the
China Democratic League, who repre-
sented China’s democratic parties.

Peng Chen’s Speech

Peng Chen, in his speech, strongly
condemned the latest series of U.S.
imperialist war provocations against
Cuba, declaring that “this is another
brazen attack against revolutionary
Cuba, another brazen provocation
against the Latin American peoples
and all other peoples who are fighting
and upholding their national indepen-
dence, and a serious crime against
world peace on the part of Yankee
imperialism.” He warned: “If today
the Kennedy Administration were
allowed to act the bully in the Carib-
bean as if it were its own inland
waters, then tomorrow it might well
ride roughshod in the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans and other regions. If
today U.S. imperialism is allowed to
use piratical means against the Cuban
people, then tomorrow, it may well
resort to similar measures against all
other peoples fighting for freedom
and independence.”

Paying warm tribute to the heroism
of the Cuban people and the counter
measures they have taken against the
aggressors, the speaker pledged the
Chinese people’s all-out support for
revolutionary Cuba. “Every provoca-
tion against Cuba by U.S. imperialism,”
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he declared, “is a provocation against
the Chinese people. No matter what
mad steps U.S. imperialism may still
take, the 650 million Chinese people
will always remain the most reliable
and loyal comrades-in-arms of the
Cuban people and will for ever share
their weal and woe. The Chinese peo-
ple will do everything within their
power to support the Cuban people’s
struggle in every way until they
achieve final and complete victory.”
He stressed that “it is the unshirkable
internationalist responsibility of the
people of the socialist countries, of all
revolutionary people and all peace-
loving peoples and countries of the
world to support and aid the Cuban
revolution.”

The speaker hailed the great signif-
icance of the Cuban revolution. “The
great victory of the Cuban revolution
is an event of major importance in
contemporary international political
life,” Peng Chen said. “The Cuban
revolution sets a brilliant example for
all oppressed peoples of the world,
particularly the peoples of Latin
America. Using their own experience
in revolution and the experience of
revolutionary struggles of other Latin
American peoples, the Cuban people
wrote the great Havana Declarations.
These two declarations have become
the programme of the Latin American
peoples for unity and struggle.”

Cuba Invincible

Peng Chen expressed confidence in
the invincibility of revolutionary Cuba.
He said: “The experience of the Cuban
people’s struggle proves that the rev-
olutionary will and revolutionary unity
of an oppressed people are the greatest
and most reliable force. It is the
awakened, armed masses of the peo-
ple who dare to fight and dare to win,
not weapons vaunted by the imperial-
ists and other reactionaries, that deter-
mine the course of history. Since, by
relying mainly on their own strength,
the Cuban people could secure vic-
tory for their revolution, consolidate
its gains and carry it forward, they
will certainly, by relying on their own
heroic and staunch struggle and with
the support and help of the peoples of
the world, be able to shatter the mili-
tary blockade and war provocations by
U.S. imperialism.”

Peng Chen explained why the U.S.
imperialists are sure to lose and Cuba
is sure to win. “In the final analysis,”
he pointed out, “imperialism and all
reactionaries are paper tigers. How-
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ever rampant they may be for a time,
they can only end in defeat. In the
international situation where the East
wind prevails over the West wind,
where the forces of socialism surpass
those of imperialism, the forces of
peace those of war, U.S. imperialism
is faced with an insurmountable crisis.
It has landed itself deeper and deeper
into the vast ocean of the masses of the
world’s people. By carrying out all
sorts of evil acts all around the world,
U.S. imperialism is making enemies
everywhere, and everywhere there are
volcanoes under its feet. The more
areas in which U.S. imperialism com-
mits aggression and the more military
bases it sets up, the more nooses there
will be around its neck, and the more
scattered its forces will become. Should
Kennedy dare launch a new military
adventure against Cuba, all over the
world the people who are subjected to
aggression and enslavement by U.S.
imperialism and its lackeys will launch
an even broader campaign against U.S.
imperialism. He who plays with fire will
surely burn himself. Such will be the
inevitable fate of U.S. imperialism.”

Regino Pedroso Aldama, Cuban
Charge d’Alfaires ad interim, conveyed
to the rally his people’s determination
to defend their fatherland against the
Yankee  aggressors. He  pledged:
“Every Cuban has today irrevocably
made up his mind to defend to death
the sacred soil of his country and is

Yen-nien

determined to annihilate all mercena-
ries or Yankee marines who dare set
foot on Cuba.” He pointed out that the
criminal attacks on Cuba could only
arouse the anger of the Cuban and all
other peace-loving peoples against im-
perialism, that they could only make
the Cuban revolution develop still
more and become even more powerful.
Hc¢ ended his speech with these
militant Cuban slogans: Fatherland
or death! We will win!

The rally came to a climax when it
unanimously adopted a stirring mes-
sage addressed to Premier Fidel Castro
expressing full support for the Cuban
people’s cause and full confidence in
the invincibility of the Cuban revolu-
tion.

L - -

The movement to support the Cuban
revolution against Yankee aggression
is today a mighty national movement
embracing the whole Chinese people.
Rallies and meetings similar to those
in Peking are being held in Shanghai,
Shenyang, Tientsin, Wuhan, Can-
ton and other major cities. Once
again, the Chinese people have been
aroused by U.S. imperialism’s brazen
war provocations against revolutionary
Cuba. Cuba si, Yanquis no! U.S. will
lose, Cuba will win! Long live the
Cuban revolution! These slogans of
support for the heroic Cuban people
now resound through the length and
breadth of our land.
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