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THE GREAT TURNING POINT

Here are unforgettable pictures of the day-to-day life and struggles
of the revolutionary fighters and their leaders at the great lurning point
in the Chinese revolution — the crucial period from 1945, the end of the
War of Resistance Against Japan, through the War of Liberation to the
founding of New China in 1949. All nine narratives are personal remi-

niscences by leading revolutionary workers.

The first memoir tells how the Chiang Kai-shek clique and its U.S.
masters tried in vain to use phoney peace talks toc cover up preparations
for civil war. The remaining memoirs describe important campaigns of
the people’s war against the imperialists ond their puppets in China and
the brilliant strategy and tactics devised by Mao Tse-tung to wage

and win it
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FANG CHIH-MIN

Revolutionary Fighter

by Miao Min

Fang Chih-min (1899-1935) was one of China's outstanding revolutionary fighters.
During the Second Revolutionary Civil War (1927-37) when the counter-revolutionary
Kuomintang was trying to wipe out the Chinese revolutionary base areas, he formed
and led the defence of the Northwest Kiangsi Red Area. In 1935 while commanding
the Tenth Corps of the Workers' and Peasants' Red Army he was captured and murdered
by the Kuomintang.

Written by his wife Miao Min, this book tells the story of his life, a heroic part
of the story of some of the most crucial days in China's revolution.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Accent on Agricultural Science

China has a growing need to put her
agriculture on a modern technical
basis. With this in view, some 60 top-
notch agricultural scientists met re-
cently in Peking to study measures for
strengthening research work in agri-
cultural science and for training more
young scientists and technicians in
this field. The conference was called
jointly by the State Scientific and
Technological Commission and the
Ministry of Agriculture.

In an address to the conference,
Premier Chou En-lai stressed the im-
portance of strengthening agricultural
research and linking it to the needs
of the technical transformation of
agriculture and the development of
agricultural production. Many things
would have to be done in order to
increase China’s agricultural produc-
tion, he said. At present, however.
technical transformation was the key
link; this link must be grasped, and
the efforts of various departments con-
cerned must be mobilized and organ-
ized to carry forward the work in
this field.

There were great prospects for this
branch of science, the Premier went
on. Government departments con-
nected with this work, he said, should
provide scientists with the facilities
needed for the expansion of research.

Dealing with the question of train-
ing specialists, Premier Chou pointed
out that although large numbers of
agricultural scientists had been
trained in recent years, there were still
not enough to cope with the rising
need for technical transformation in
the countryside. From now on more
attention should be paid to the train-
ing of new generations of agricultural
scientists. As to training methods, in
addition to the regular training pro-
gramme in the colleges, accomplished
scienlists should take on more “ap-
prentices” as their assistants so that
more personal coaching could be
given. As for veteran scientists them-
selves, it was hoped that they would
continue to raise their own ideological
level, and deepen their scientific and
technological knowledge.

Premier Chou’s words were fresh
encouragement to the agricultural

scientists, already elated after reading
the recent communique of the Tenth
Plenary Session of the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist
Party which made particular mention
of the need to step up research work
in agricultural science. They all
shared the view that under present
conditions in the countryside much
more could be done in this branch of
science than ever before. Expressing
full realization of their increased
responsibility, the scientists pledged
that they would do their utmost to
carry forward their research as well
as help to train young scientific work-
ers, so as to make their worthy con-
tribution to the development of agri-
cultural production and technical
transformation in the countryside.

The participants in the conference,
who are specialists in rice and wheat
growing, plant physiology, genetics,
soil science, micro-organisms, horti-
culture, irrigation, fertilizers, agri-
cultural machinery, livestock-breeding
and veterinary science reviewed re-
search work done in these fields since
liberation. They found that a great
deal has been done in agricultural
research in the past decade, particular-
ly since 1958. Many new techniques
discovered in those years had been
extensively adopted and proved effec-
tive in helping to raise output.
Others still needed to be perfected.
The scientists also examined some new
techniques that were going to be pop-
ularized. Subjects for further re-
search were outlined. These include
ways to prevent and alleviate the
effects of natural disasters such as
floods and droughts, raise yields of
grain and cotton per unit area, develop
stock-breeding, industrial and special
local crops and expand farm acreage.
The scientists also put forward a
number of proposals for improving
research work.

Technical Transformation of
Agriculture

The day after the news of the con-
ference of agricultural scientists was
published, Renmin Ribao commented
editorially (October 12) on the im-
portant question of putting China’s
agriculture on a modern technical
basis.




The Party’s fundamental line of
policy regarding agriculture is: first,
to achieve the collectivization of agri-
culture; and then, gradually carry out
the technical transformation of agri-
culture and modernize it on the basis
of collective farming. In the course of
the new democratic revolution and the
socialist revolution to date, the Chi-
nese people, led by the Party, has been
dealing mainly with production rela-
tions, paving the way for the develop-
ment of the productive forces. They
have scored great successes in this
respect. They have not only suc-
ceeded in collectivizing agriculture in
a country with 500 million peasants
but discovered the form of social,
political and economic organization

which suits present conditions in
China’s  countryside —the people’s
commune. This provides an extreme-

ly favourable condition for under-
taking technical transformation. From
now on, while continuing to consoli-
date the collective economy, the na-
tion must at the same time develop
the productive forces in the country-
side, carry forward technical trans-
formation, supply agriculture with
various kinds of farm machinery,
chemical fertilizers, insecticides, means
of transportation, fuel, power, building
materials, etc., so as to build its agri-
culture gradually into a great modern
socialist agriculture,

To arm agriculture with modern
technology is, says the paper, pri-
marily a question of ensuring that the
whole national economy, particularly
industry, supports agriculture — it
is a question of producing modern
equipment for agriculture.

China is a big country and the prob-
lems of agriculture are complicated
by differences in natural conditions
involving topography, climate, soil,
etc. Hundreds of different crops are
grown in the country in its sub-
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tropical, temperate and frigid zones.
In addition, traditional Chinese farm-
ing practices are both intensive
and diversified. Furthermore there
are state farms in which ownership
is vested in the whole people and there
are the people’s communes with col-
lective ownership. All this puts extra
demands on those carrying out the
technical transformation of farming.
It points up the fact that it cannot
be accomplished unless scientific re-
search is combined with the practical
experience of the peasants.

Mechanization is the main aspect
of technical transformation; it should
be carried out over a fairly long
period, stage by stage and place by
place, in conformity with the specific
conditions of different localities.

The paper also points out that
another effective way to increase
yields per unit area is to implement
the famous “Eight-Point Charter for
Agriculture.” The eight points cover:
soil amelioration, use of fertilizers,
developments of water conservancy,
popularization of good seed strains,
rational close-planting, plant protec-
tion, good field management and im-
provement of farm tools. But, here
too, the aid of scientific research is
indispensable in order to get the best
results.

Fruits of Research

The problem of protecting crops
from diseases and insect pests has
been the subject of concentrated study
in many of China’s research organ-
izations. Scientists working in the
departments of plant protection, in-
secticides, biology and chemistry
have developed a number of new in-
secticides. New ways have been dis-
covered to kill red spiders and pink
boll worms, two of the most deadly
enemies of cotton crops, and to pre-

vent late blight in pota-
toes.  Biologists have
succeeded in using a
tiny wasp to hunt down
the pink boll worm
destructive of the cotton
plant. This tiny golden-
green insect, known by
its scientific name of

dibyachys cavus, is a
natural enemy of the
cotton pest.

Similar methods have
been used to get rid of
cabbage worm and den-
dolimus punctatus, a forest insect pest.

Soil and fertilizers, too, are coming
in for much attention. A preliminary
general survey of soil conditions on
China’s arable land is almost complete.
It analyses the distribution of arable
lands on the Chinese mainland and
their level of fertility and provides a
scientific basis for their more rational
use. On the basis of this survey,
various maps and charts have been
drawn up on which to base future
studies.

According to type of soil and crops
grown in various parts of China,
scientists have defined when and
where different types of fertilizers,
such as nitrogenous and phosphate
fertilizers, should be used. Tests in
north China have shown that treat-
ment of wheat seeds with nitrogenous
fertilizer results in a remarkable in-
crease in yields.

Scientists working in the fields in
co-operation with the peasants have
also improved certain traditional
farming methods and devised new
methods, such as the rational close
planting of various kinds of crops.

To facilitate research, sub-stations
have been set up in all parts of the
countryside where members of the
Chinese Academy of Agricultural
Science and local science institutes
carry on their work on the spot.

On the basis of their studies of pre-
vious bumper harvests members of the
Chinese Academy of Sciences have
written books on the cultivation of
paddyrice, wheat and mulberry trees,
etc. These have given great help to
members of the people’s communes
in the battle for higher yields.

Progress has been made too in
research on seed selection, stock-
breeding, fishery, irrigation, meteor-
ology, farm machinery and the use of
wild plants.
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