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ROUND THE WEEK

For a Good Autumn Harvest

Since the beginning of this month,
a welcome rainfall has been reported
over extensive areas in north, north-
east and northwest China. Good for
the growth of the crops sown in spring
and early summer, it has relieved
drought in many places.

The rainfall was heaviest in north-
western Hopei, northern Shansi and
the central and eastern parts of Inner
Mongolia. A good fall of 30 to 60 mil-
limetres was recorded in several places
while a few had as much as 100
millimetres. The southern parts of
Shantung and Honan received some 25
to 60 millimetres; many places in
Shensi had 10 to 40 millimetres. The
greater part of northeast China re-
ported a fall of more than 30 millime-
tres: some places in Liaoning Province
had downpours of 80 to 100 millime-
tres. Only in southern Hopei and
Shansi and in northern Shantung and
Honan was the rainfall scanty — the
rain-gauges showed less than 10 milli-
metres.

July, in a normal year, marks the
beginning of the rainy season in the
northern parts of China, and the timely
coming of the rains has an important
bearing on the course of farm work
and crop prospects. Commune farmers
here, therefore, eagerly took full
advantage of the rains when they came
to grow more grain this year, partic-
ularly to get the late autumn crops
sown in good time. In several places
they had postponed the sowing because
of earlier dry spells. This was so in
most places in north China and the
middle and lower reaches of the Yel-
low River which suffered a dry spell
causing varying amounts of damage
to the crops and the postponement of
the summer ploughing and sowing.
The recent rainfall here has eased the
situation considerably.

In northeast China, the heavy July
rainfall ended a drought which affected
quite a large area. Farms eagerly
seized the opportunity to sow autumn
crops over an extended acreage. In
Yungchi, Chiaoho, Shulan and other
counties in Kirin Province, thousands
of workers and other city folk went
to the countryside to help the com-
munes set out the rice seedlings. Peo-
ple’s communes in Yushu County, just
north of the Sungari River in Kirin,

concentrated a big labour force and in
three days sowed some 300,000 mu to
late autumn crops, besides giving a
top-dressing to another 200,000 mu of
crops sown earlier.

Water Conservancy’s Big Role

If in the north of the country July
rains are beneficent, in the southern
parts of the land they are expected
with some trepidation, as here the
downpours of the summer monsoon
have on occasion caused serious
waterlogging and floods.

Heavy rainfall has been reported
recently along the Yangtse River.
Such downpours, in the past, would
have caused serious waterlogging on
the farmlands. Thanks to the large-
scale water conservancy projects
undertaken in recent years, how-
ever, this threat has been greatly
reduced in some areas or completely
eliminated in others.

The Soochow Special Administrative
Region in Kiangsu Province has about
two million mu of low-lying farmland
which often became waterlogged after
heavy rain. Torrential rains fell here
recently. The rivers rose sharply, but
there has been no report of water-
logging. The dams, spillways, drainage
canals and large and small reservoirs,
built and repaired there since libera-
tion, the well-dredged rivers and canals
and the large numbers of electric and
diesel-powered pumps now installed,
have all successfully played their part
and prevented both flood and water-
logging.

Example From Taishan County

Taishan County in subtropical
Kwangtung gives a good example of
how well-planned water conservancy
works can boost farm output.

Situated southwest of Canton, this
county before liberation failed to pro-
duce enough grain to feed its popula-
tion. Many Taishan people left their
homes to seek a living elsewhere in
China or abroad. Even in the early
post-liberation years, Taishan still had
to import grain from neighbouring
counties. The basic cause of this lack
of food grain was a lack of water con-
servancy works. a lack of irrigation
facilities and of water sources or stored
water. Even a short drought menaced
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Installing a New Farm Pump

the rice crops on the higher ground.
Plots along the seashore were always
being submerged by the encroaching
sea which ruined them with deposits
of salt.

As socialist co-operation got under
way in Taishan, the peasants deter-
mined to change this situation. By
1958, they had built water conservancy
works that brought irrigation to nearly
one-fourth of the county’s rice fields.
After the people’s communes were
formed that year, this work was
pressed ahead with even greater vig-
our. Over the past three years,
large numbers of reservoirs of all sizes
were built in the hills and mountains
to store rain and spring water, while
irrigation channels and ditches were
cut to carry the water to the paddy-
fields. The acreage under irrigation
today has increased by some 250 per
cent compared to 1958. Dykes raised
along the coastal area hold off the
high tides. Fresh water has been
brought from the reservoirs to de-
salinate the fields. This has made it
possible for the communes here to
plant two crops of rice instead of one
each year. The farmers have also
reclaimed large tracts of wasteland;
last year they extended the acreage
under paddyrice by 140,000 mu,

These efforts have enabled the peo-
ple’s communes in Taishan to garner a
bigger harvest every year since 1958.
Their output reached an all-time high
in 1961 when they got a 24 per cent
increase over 1960. Last year, they
sold five times as much grain to the
state as they did in 1958.
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Education for Old Cadres

Over 4,000 veteran cadres of worker
or peasant origin working in Peking
have over the past 12 years received
a full secondary education at a special
school established for them. The
school, opened in 1950, has completed
its task, having helped all such veteran
cadres in the capital attain, at the
minimum, junior middle school educa-
tional standards.

These cadres, who have gone to the
school in groups, hold responsible posts
in the capital's many government
organizations and institutions, schools,
factories and enterprises. Some of
them took part in the Red Army’s
25,000-li Long March from Kiangsi to
northern Shensi, others joined the rev-
olution during the War of Resistance
Against Japan (1937-45) or during the
War of Liberation (1946-49) against
the Kuomintang reactionaries. Averag-
ing 40 years of age, most of them were
illiterate in their youth eking out a
living as cowherds or farmhands for
the landlords or as apprentices and
unskilled labourers in factories. Most
learnt to read and write after joining
the revolution; quite a number of
them managed to reach the educational
standards of a sixth-year primary
school pupil. But during those war
years, there was no possibility for
them to get a regular, systematic
education; they could only study in-
termittently. This was why this school
was set up for them the year after
Peking’s liberation.

Similar schools have been established
in other cities since liberation. They

teach the Chinese language, history,
geography, mathematics, physics, chem-
istry and other courses, just like any
other regular middle schools, though
they use special textbooks prepared
for adult students who have a deep
understanding of life and rich ex-
perience in practical work.

Carrying on the fine tradilions they
learnt during the years of revolution-
ary war, these veleran cadres have
studied hard at school. Many graduated
with excellent records. Back at work
in their new posts, they carry on with
vocational studies the better to
shoulder the tasks entrusted to them
by the slate.

Summer Vacation

The summer school holidays have
begun. Students and teachers through-
out China are now enjoying the big
vacation of the year that will last till
September.

Summer resorts are filling up. Pro-
fessors and teachers from Futan,
Chiaotung and other Shanghai uni-
versities are going in groups either to
the scenic lake city of Hangchow or to
the famous Huangshan Mountains in
southern Anhwei Province where many
well-equipped sanatoria have been
built since liberation. Here they can
enjoy a good rest and recreation in
refreshing and picturesque surround-
ings. All holiday costs except trans-
port and food are borne by the edu-
cational workers’ union or by the
schools, Other groups of teachers are
making trips to beautiful Mokanshan
Mountain in neighbouring Chekiang
Province. For those who prefer to
spend the holidays in town, quite a
few colleges and schools have set up
temporary rest homes on their own
grounds, and made plans for visits to
beauty spots or places of historic in-
terest on the outskirts of Shanghai.
In addition, the <city and school
organizations have arranged for them
a rich programme of concerts, theat-
rical performances, film shows and
inter-school get-togethers.

The students and school children
have a full and varied programme too.
Some have gone camping on the cily’s
outskirts, others have joined training
groups to learn parachute jumping,
marksmanship, track and field, model
aircraft making, Chinese boxing and
other hobbies and sports. The city's
swimming pools these days are
crowded with youngsters and so, too,
are the palaces of culture, clubs and
scientific centres for children.
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