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RED SUN

by WU CHIANG

This is an exciting full-length novel describing how the forces of the People’s
Liberation Army commanded by Chen Yi and Su Yu fought the enemy in the East
China theatre during the Chinese War of Liberation.

The story begins with the second attack on the city of Lienshui by the Kuomin-
tang army’s crack unit, the Reorganized 74th Division, late in the autumn of 1946,
and ends with this unit's total annihilation at Mengliangku by the People's Libera-
tion Army in the summer of 1947.

With the two famous campaigns of Laiwu and Mengliangku as its central
theme, the book vividly depicts stirring battle scenes and moving feats of heroism.
Through realistic descriptions of the fighting and the daily life of the P.L.A. troops
it portrays the noble heroism of its commanders and fighters, from army com-
manders and political commissars down to platoon and section leaders and ordin-
ary fighters, and shows the great collective strength of the People's Liberation Army

in defeating a stubborn enemy. At the same time it also gives a true picture of
the brutality and vileness of the high-ranking enemy commanding officers.

Steeled and Tempered

A novel of China's steelworkers. Chin Teh-kuei, o young Communist Party
member, is sent by the Party after the liberation to a job in the steel industry.
Working here with the same revolutionary enthusiasm and selflessness as in the
days when he was a guerrilla fighter, he quickly becomes a skilled steel-moker
and “model worker." In the van of the movement to introduce high-speed methods
to steel-making, his drive comes into conflict with the individualistic and conserva-

tive ideas of the backward elements in the plant, among them the factory manager,

bogged down in bureaucracy. The struggle between these two lines —a struggle St«lcb ‘

which becomes inextricably mixed up with the course of his love for a girl col- anbt‘mp‘((bﬁ

league — the attempt of counter-revolutionaries to take advantage of the situation, T = AW
i o

and the victory for revolutionary ideas under the able leadership of the plant's

new Party secretary, makes for a taut and exciting climax.
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ROUND THE WEEK

“Three Summers” Is Here

The people’s communes are plunging
into another busy farm season, the
season of the “three summers”:
summer irrigation, summer ploughing
and summer harvesting.

While the rice seedlings are being
transplanted in central China, news of
the first rice harvest of the year has
come from Hainan Island off the
southern coast of Kwangtung Province.
People’s communes in three counties
on the island have already gathered in
40 per cent of their early rice crop.
With an improved irrigation system,
they have extended their paddyrice
acreage this year.

Situated in the subtropical belt,
Hainan Island, like most other parts of
south China, harvests two rice crops a
year. As soon as the early rice crop is
harvested, the people’s communes
there will immediately set about
ploughing and preparing the land for
the sowing of late rice.

In the coastal provinces of Fukien
and Kwangtung, the early rice crop is
now earing. Kwangtung had an earlier
dry spell, but this was offset to some
extent by recent plentiful rain. Peo-
ple’'s communes there are now busy
fertilizing their paddyfields.

Since the beginning of the year the
major grain producing areas in the
country have received a big share of
industry’s output in the way of ferti-
lizers, irrigation machines and other
equipment. Kwangtung’'s rich Pearl
River delta, the province's granary, is
among those given top priority for such
supplies. No less than 34 per cent of
Kwangtung's total supply of fertilizers
went to the Fushan and Chaoching
special administrative regions in the
delta area, and Chungshan, Nanhai,
Tungkuan and several other counties
here have this year increased the
acreage of paddyrice using chemical
fertilizers by 10 to 30 per cent. Irriga-
tion equipment shipped to the Pearl
River delta in the past five months has
provided machinery for nearly a hun-
dred pumping stations. These new
stations have extended the vast irriga-
tion network which was started in 1959
and which now brings water to over
3.2 million mu.

In the Yangtse River valley, the
semi-late rice belt spreads across seven
provinces. Szechuan communes in the
southwest have transplanted semi-late
rice on more than half this province’s
paddyrice acreage, while those in
Kiangsu, another semi-late rice prov-
ince, are using their hundreds of
pumping stations to irrigate paddy-
fields which are endangered by
drought. The Yangtse River farms are
now at the height of the busy summer
farming season. Besides harvesting
wheat, barley, broad beans and peas
they have to bring in the rape crop
and transplant semi-late rice all at the
same time.

Up north in the Yellow River basin
lies the winter wheat belt. Some of
the people’s communes in this region
are reaping the wheat crop, others are
getting everything ready for the
summer harvesting. In the Kuanchung
region in Shensi Province, the peasants,
while bringing in the wheat harvest,
are selecting good strains for their next
crop —a special measure they have
taken to rehabilitate agricultural pro-
duction after three successive years of
natural calamities and recent drought
and untimely frosts.

In areas north of the Great Wall, the
spring wheat is sprouting. Commune
members are weeding and top dressing
the fields. They are also sowing maize,
sorghum and soya bean which are
grown extensively in these parts.

Goods for Rural Communes

The summer harvest is coming in;
the demand for consumer goods in the
rural areas grows steadily. City trade
departments are responding promptly
to the need by stepping up shipments
to the villages.

Tientsin, the big industrial port city
in north China, reports a big increase
in the first four months of this year
in the production of many of the main
light industrial goods favoured by the
peasants: 30 per cent more rubber-
soled shoes and aluminium kitchen
utensils, 50 per cent more alarm clocks
and thermos flasks, 80 per cent more
bicycles. The output of other goods
has gone up too.

Tsingtao, another east coast port city,
had shipped out by mid-May over 60

3




per cent of the [/
second quarter’s
quota of consumer
goods earmarked
for rural areas.
Canton to the south
and Chungking to
the southwest are
also shipping out
large quantities of
consumer goods to
the people’s com-
munes in their en-
virons which in
turn are sending an
increasing amount of farm produce to
the cities.

Shanghai, China’s chief light indus-
trial centre, supplied the rural areas
with an increasing amount of con-
sumer goods during the first half
of May. Priority for such sup-
plies is given to remote areas and
to places in south China where the
summer harvest has been gathered. To
make sure that the goods they supply
meet local requirements and likes,
Shanghai trade departments sent in-
terviewers as far afield as Heilung-
kiang and Kiangsi to poll peasant
opinion. On the basis of their surveys,
they have sent in timely suggestions
to the factories as to the types of goods
favoured. Special local needs of the
people are being well taken care of.
A call came in for silk scarves for the
Uighur women in Sinkiang. They have
discarded the old, all-enveloping veils,
but as Moslems they cover their heads
and like colourful scarves to do so.
Thousands of dozens of these scarves
of typical Uighur designs have been
produced and are being sent to faraway
Sinkiang.

In Praise of the Great

With traditional dragon boat races
and rice dumplings the Chinese peo-
ple commemorated the death of Chu
Yuan, their great poet who perished
more than 2,000 years ago.

Chu Yuan was said to have drowned
himself in the Milo River in Hunan
Province in a fit of deep despair and
disgust with the corruption and in-
competence of the feudal rulers of his
day. The anniversary of his death fell
on June 6 this year. The dragon boat
races symbolize the people’s vain ef-
forts to save him, but they have long
been transformed into gay and colour-
ful spectacles. They were held this
year on the Milo River, on the Pearl
River in Canton, on the Min River in
Foochow, and at Amoy off the Fukien
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Wheat Harvesting

coast. The dumplings made of glu-
tinous rice eaten on the anniversary
are symbolic of the food which the
people offered to the water monsters
to prevent them from devouring the
dead poet.

The Chinese people instituted this
spontaneous and lasting national ges-
ture of commemoration to the poet in
the distant past and have zealously
maintained it in unbroken tradition
down the ages. So now, when they
have come into their own, it is not
surprising that they have taken steps
to pay more formal tribute to his
memory. As a lasting monument to
Chu Yuan, the People’'s Government
built a memorial hall in his honour in
1956. It stands by beautiful Lake
Tunghu in Wuchang, central China,
where Chu Yuan lived in exile and
wrote his immortal poems. Chu Yuan’s
statue towers by the lake; in the me-
morial hall are various editions of his
poems and studies of his life and
works. The old temple built to his
memory near the Milo River in
Hsiangyin County, Hunan Province,
has been repaired and renovated.

Since liberation the Government has
built or renovated memorial halls in
honour of many other great writers
and artists of the past who, like Chu
Yuan, have a place in the hearts of the
people. The Tu Fu hermitage in
Chengtu, for example, fell into a state
of utter dilapidation under the Kuo-
mintang regime. It was repaired after
liberation. This year, on the occasion
of the 1,250th anniversary of the birth
of this great Tang Dynasty poet, it was
renovated once again. It contains over
10,000 volumes of hand-copied or
block-printed works by Tu Fu as well
as modern editions in Korean,
Japanese, Russian, German, Czecho-
slovak, French and English. The
museum also contains statues and
paintings of Tu Fu by famous Chinese
artists of the past and of today.

Woodcut in colour by Wu Shih

Three Sus and Others. The ancestral
temple in Meishan, Szechuan Province,
built for Su Hsun, Su Shih and Su
Cheh — noted men of letters of the
Sung Dynasty — has been completely
restored. It has been expanded
into a museum with a library of 14,000
volumes. These include editions of the
works of the three Sus and other
writings concerning their lives and
works.

Besides these, memorial halls and
pavilions have been built over the past
few years for the writer Ouyang Hsiu,
the poets Lu Yu and Hsin Chi-chi of
the Sung Dynasty; the painter Hsu
Wei, the pharmacologist Li Shih-chen
of the Ming Dynasty; and the painter
Chu Ta and the novelist Wu Ching-tzu
of the Ching Dynasty —to mention
only a few others. Most of these halls
are located at the birthplaces of those
commemorated and, like the Su me-
morial, house valuable material for the
study of their lives and works.

Visitors to China in the old days
were often surprised both by the ex-
tent of the esteem in which the Chi-
nese people held their great artists
and scholars and the extraordinary
state of dilapidation into which the
monuments to these sages and men of
culture were allowed to lapse. The
truth is that the old regimes exploited
the people’s very real respect and love
for these men while their own attitude
and professions of respect were a dem-
agogic sham. The unpardonable neg-
lect of the ancient monuments to the
nation’s illustrious men was the ex-
pression of official philistinism, just as
the care lavished on these monuments
today is the expression of the people’s
esteem for true greatness. The out-
standing works of the past are now
given a greater power to inspire the
Chinese people who are -carrying
forward the cultural legacy they have
inherited.
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