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Talks at the Yenan Forum on
Literature and Art

This pamphlet contains the two famous speeches of Mao Tse-tung that
ushered in a new era for literature and art in China. Addressed to writers and
artists in Yenan in May 1942, they discuss a series of questions: Why China’s
revolutionary literature and art can and must serve the workers, peasants and
soldiers; what relation literature and art have to politics; the springs of literary
and artistic creation; and the criteria of literary and artistic criticism. The author

also criticizes bourgeois and petty-bourgeois views on literature and art.

MAO TSE-TUNG
» On Art and Literature

This is a collection of the author’s theoretical essays on art and literature.
They contain profound expositions on many fundamental questions such as: for
whom our art and literature should be intended; the standpoint and attitude of
artists and writers; popularization and elevation; the criteria of literary criticism;
how to assimilate critically the Chinese ond foreign cultural heritage; and how to

create an original, vivid and vigorous style.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Six Poems by Chairman Mao

A major literary event of the
month was the first publication of six
poems written by Chairman Mao Tse-
tung during the years 1929-31. All
the leading newspapers in Peking and
throughout the country immediately
reprinted them. Everyone wanted to
read them.

The publication of these poems came
opportunely. The whole nation is
celebrating the 20th anniversary of
the publication of Chairman Mao’s
Talks at the Yenan Forum on Litera-
ture and Art. Over the past fortnight
there have been commemorative
theatrical performances and radio pro-
grammes. Newspapers and period-
icals are carrying special articles and
reminiscences of those Yenan days by
writers, artists, musicians and literary
critics. The Yenan Talks have chart-
ed a Marxist-Leninist road for China’s
revolutionary art and literature and
played an.extremely important role in
their development. In forums today
writers and artists throughout the
country are eagerly discussing them
again.

Coming at such a time the publica-
tion of Chairman Mao's poems has
naturally aroused a unique interest.
These six poems appeared for the first
time in print in the current May
issue of Renmin Wenxue (People’s
Literature), but many people are read-
ing them with a feeling like that of
meeting an old friend whom they have
not seen for a long time. Many old
cadres of the revolution jotted these
poems down in their notebooks when
they were first written; others heard
them recited from memory.

In a short note to Renmin Wenxue's
editors, Chairman Mao wrote that he
“hummed” these poems into rhyme as
he jogged along on horseback and that
he had forgotten all about them.
When Renmin Wenaxue's editors col-
lected them together again and sent
them to him with a request for pub-
lication, he took the opportunity to
make some slight changes in them.

Over the past week, most news-
papers and periodicals in the country

have carried appreciations of these
poems by well-known poets, writers
and literary critics. Kuo Mo-jo, noted
poet, playwright and historian, writes
in Renmin Wenxue: “Like the 21
poems published earlier, these six
poems by Chairman Mao Tse-tung are
epics of China's revolution. . . . These
are poems that truly deserve to be
called creative revolutionary litera-
ture.” In his appreciation the poet
Tsang Keh-chia calls them “epic
poems that inspire and uplift” every-
one who reads them; they glitter with
“the dawn-light of victory.”

These six poems were written in the
years 1929-31. Chiang Kai-shek had
betrayed the revolution; a white ter-
ror stalked the land; the forces of
revolution and counter-revolution were
engaged in a life-and-death struggle.
But these poems, which give a vivid,
truthful picture of the period, brim
with revolutionary optimism. One
feels in them the waxing strength of
the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants'
Ped Army, being led by the Commu-
nist Party and Chairman Mao in two
successful campaigns to defeat Chiang
Kai-shek’s boasted “encirclement and
annihilation™ operations.

As the poems describe, land reform
was unfolding in the revolutionary
base of Kiangsi, the peasant move-
ment was developing vigorously, and
the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’
Red Army with the enthusiastic and
heroic support of the masses of peo-
ple was scoring one victory after an-
other. Opposing counter-revolutionary
armed force with revolutionary armed
force, Chairman Mao kindled the rev-
olutionary spark that later spread like
a prairie fire till it had engulfed and
destroyed reaction utterly in China.
These poems, composed on the march,
were the harbingers of the final vic-
tory of the Chinese people.

“Out of Taiwan, U.S. Aggressors !”

Peking commemorated the May 24,
1957 demonstration of the people of
Taiwan against the U.S. aggressors.

Five years ago, a sergeant of the
U.S. forces occupying Taiwan brutally
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killed a Chinese named Liu Tzu-jan.
Instead of punishing the criminal ac-
cording to law, the U.S. “Embassy”
and military authorities in Taiwan
first declared that the sergeant “en-
joyved diplomatic immunity,” then,
under pressure from the angered peo-
ple of the island, put on a sham court
martial which duly *“acquitted” the
culprit. This insolent act sparked a
storm of protest and anger against the
U.S. aggressors. Over 30,000 people
in Taipei came out in demonstrations.
They surrounded the U.S. “Embassy”
and military headquarters and des-
troyed the U.S. information office.
Before long slogans denouncing the
U.S. invaders appeared in Taipei and
other cities where there were mass
demonstrations. Taiwan rang with the
angry shout: “Get out, U.S. troops!”

At the commemorative meeting held
in Peking by the central committee
and Peking committee of the Revolu-
tionary Committee of the Kuomintang,
speakers denounced the atrocities com-
mitted by U.S. troops in Taiwan.
They paid tribute to their com-
patriots on the island for their pa-
triotic anti-U.S. stand and expressed
deep concern for their plight today
under the dictatorial rule of the U.S.
aggressors and Chiang Kai-shek clique.
Condemning U.S. imperialism’s oc-
cupation of China's Taiwan, they de-
nounced its plot to create
Chinas.”
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Weng Wen-hao, formerly president
of the executive yuan of the defunct
Kuomintang regime, listed numerous
atrocities committed by U.S. troops
against the people in Taiwan. As long
as the U.S. invaders are in Taiwan,
ke said, the misery of our compatriots
there cannot be alleviated. U.S. impe-
rialism must be driven out of Taiwan,
he declared.

Wang Yun-sheng, a well-known
journalist, exposed the collusion of
U.S. imperialism with the Japanese
reactionaries in their joint aggression
against China’s territory of Taiwan
and other parts of Asia. The Japanese
reactionaries, he said, are seizing the
opportunity to attempt a comeback in
these areas and realize their old dream
of the notorious “greater East Asia
co-prosperity sphere.”

Cheng Tung-kuo, formerly a top-
ranking commander of Chiang Kai-
shek’s army in the northeast, speaking
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al the meeting, declared that
the Chinese people who have
seized state power will drive
all the imperialist forces from
their country. China’s terri-
tory of Taiwan will surely be
liberated.

Science in {he Fields

The patient work done by
Chinese scientists in recent
years is paying off in higher
farm outputs in many places.
Shensi, Kansu and Hunan
have good news to report in
this field.

Shensi, in the northwest,
sends word that agronomists
working there in co-operation

with local peasants have
bred several sturdy, high-
yield strains of cotton, maize
and wheat. New strains
resistant to diseases, certain
pests, wind, drought or
waterlogging have also

been developed. Fully tested,
they are now being recom-

mended to local people’s
communes for widespread
cultivation.

Shensi is one of China’s onTrﬂitﬁl’)‘n’)’:‘lﬂES:::::' ‘;::fmuv: by Chou Tsang-mi
major cotton-growing areas.
Most of its cotton fields are on the ripening high-yield spring wheat
irrigated plains, but scientists be- strains. It has introduced a hundred

lieve that cotton can also be raised on
the uplands. Yu Chi-pao, vice-presi-
dent of the Shensi branch of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, and his
colleagues have done valuable re-
search in this field. They studied the
peasants’ practical experience in grow-
ing cotton in arid upland areas, and
used this as the basis of scientific field
work which included experimental
sowings in various parts of the prov-
ince. Well satisfied with the results
obtained, they have made concrete
plans to extend the cotton acreage in
the upland regions.

Other news of vital interest to up-
land farmers comes from the Linhsia
Hui Autonomous Chou in mountainous
Kansu, another northwestern province.
The Research Institute of Agricultural
Science there reports that, after experi-
menting with twenty rice strains in-
troduced to the region two years ago,
it has succeeded in growing rice on
land 1,900 metres above sea level.
Since its founding in 1959 the institute
has also acclimatized many hardy, early

varieties of vegetables from other
parts of the country to the highlands.
These include lettuce from subtropical
Kwangtung, cabbage from Shanghai
and onion from Shantung — bringing
fresh variety and some new crops to
highland farms.

“Academic” scientists are not the
only people busy on research. Peasant
scientists, many of whom have become
members of institutes of agricultural
science, are doing their share too.
Tien Chi-fa, a peasant rice specialist
of Hunan Province, south of the Yang-
tse, has developed several varieties of
high-yield paddyrice which are now
widely grown in places around Tung-
t:ng Lake. Tien has used his experi-
mental plot to grow various species of
rice seeds from different parts of the
country. From these he has selected
those best suited to conditions in the
Tungting Lake area. These strains on
the average yield more than twice as
much as those previously in use. Tien
began selecting seeds eleven years
ago.
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