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Laos in the Mirror of Geneva

by Israel Epstein and Elsie Fairfax-Cholmeley

Against the background of a factual account of the events of the past few years in Laos, a country
whose prominence in world headlines illustrates the importance of what has been going on there for the
world struggle for peace against imperialism, the authors give a first-hand account of recent happenings
and basic issues at the 1961 Enlarged Geneva Conference for the Peaceful Settlement of the Laotian Ques-

tion, which they covered as press correspondents.

The readers will see in this book how the United States, forced into negotiations at Geneva, has been
put in the dock in the eyes of the whole world and how its efforts to impose neo-colonialism on Southeast
Asia have been exposed both by its behaviour in Geneva and by the doings of its representatives in Laos

and neighbouring countries.

Isroel Epstein is the author of From Opium War to Liberation, previously published by the New World
Press, and other books on China. Elsie Fairfax-Cholmeley, a newspaperwoman, has done much writing on
both the old China and the new.

38 pp., with sketch map.

Published by: NEW WORLD PRESS, Peking, China

Locust 'Tree Village

A Play in Five Acts

by HU KO

The swift-moving action of this play set in a typical north China village
£‘:¢“M c{ree covers the eleven heroic years which led from land reform and the ending of
*17;[[‘3:-” feudalism in the village, to the setting up of a socialist people’'s commune.

Hu Ko Landlord attempts to divide and confuse the peasants and smash the farm co-

operatives, and the struggle between those who want to advance the common
welfare and those who hanker after the old selfish ways provides tout dramatic
tension. Under the wise and patient leadership of the Communist Party, the
co-operative way of life soon shows its superiority and undreamt of prosperity

and happiness come to Locust Tree Village.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Prospects for Light Industry

“Good” is the word that sizes up the
situation facing China’s light industry.
Its future prospects are bright. In an
article recently published in Da Gong
Bao (L’Impartial), Wang Hsin-yuan,
Vice-Minister of Light Industry, has
this to say:

In 1958-60, the three big leap years,
the consumer goods industry made
tremendous progress. In this period
the average annual rate of increase in
the overall output value of light in-
dustry outstripped that during the
First Five-Year Plan (1953-57). The
targets for the paper and salt indus-
tries set for 1962, the concluding year
of the Second Five-Year Plan, were
reached ahead of schedule. New
branches of light industry were set up
and China is today able to mass pro-
duce wrist watches, cameras, sensitized
photographic materials, optical glass,
many kinds of plastic products, vari-
ous types of paper for industrial use,
and detergents.

Capital construction went ahead
fast by simultaneously building big,
medium-sized and small enterprises.
A better geographical distribution of
light industry was achieved. The new
capacity added in those three years
exceeded that created in the entire
First Five-Year Plan. There was also
a considerable expansion in the coun-
try’s capacity for designing and manu-
facturing equipment for light industry.
It is now producing complete sets of
equipment for paper making, sugar
refining, food processing, and for the
glass and ceramics industries.

Many raw materials that had to be
imported in the past are now being
home produced in increasing quanti-
ties. The heavy and chemical industries
too are giving energetic support to the
consumer goods industry. Factory-
made raw materials such as steel and
plastics are increasingly utilized. In
1959-61, there was a ninefold increase
in the number of wrist watches made
and a more than threefold increase in
the output of polyvinyl chloride prod-
ucts.

Last year, agriculture —the main
source of raw materials for light
industry — successfully withstood the

severe test of the third consecutive
yvear of adverse weather: it gathered
in a better grain crop than the pre-
ceding year. Stock breeding, pouliry
farming and other side lines are mak-
ing steady headway. Bigger indus-
trial crops are expected this year.

These are some of the reasons for
confidence that light industry will ful-
fil its main task this year — to achieve
further improvements in quality and
an increase in the variety of its prod-
ucts, a further rise in labour produc-
tivity and a reduction in costs.

3 Million Teachers

Some recently released statistics
show that China continues her rapid
rate of growth in education.

Now there are some three million
teachers in universities, colleges, mid-
dle and elementary schools through-
out the country. This is more than
three times the number of teachers in
1949, when the country was liberated.
In the past 12 years, the number of
faculty members in colleges and
universities has increased 10-fold and
those in middle schools almost 4.5-fold.

This increase in teaching staff is
coupled with a phenomenal increase
in the number of students and a cor-
responding increase in the number of
schools and colleges. Today well over
one hundred million people, or
roughly one-sixth of China’s popula-
tion, are studying in regular colleges
and middle and primary schools. This
figure, of course, does not include the
millions who are studying in spare-
time colleges, schools and classes.

In pre-liberation days it was impos-
sible to get proper tuition in China in
many important modern branches of
science and technology such as min-
ing, aeronautics, metallurgy, water
conservancy, petroleum, or automobile
engineering. Now there are popular
courses in universities and colleges.

Veteran professors and teachers
have made great contributions in
scientific research and in training
younger specialists. Thanks to the
democratic reform movements and
Marxist education, the great majority
of the older professors and teachers
have shed much of the old, bourgeois
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ideology and developed a new, so-
cialist outlook. Many noted scholars
such as the 80-year-old historian Chen
Yuan, the enginecr Liu Hsien-chou,
the architect Liang Szu-cheng and the
surgeon Huang Chia-szu have become
members of the Chinese Communist
Party.

In pre-liberation days professors
and teachers often found it hard to
earn a living wage and the progres-
sives among them were bitterly per-
secuted. Today the teaching profes-
sion is held in high esteem. Many
educators have been elected to local
people’s congresses to help rule the
country.

The many voung teachers, trained
in the post-liberation years, are play-
ing an important role in teaching as
well as in scientific research work in
the colleges. They are teaching most
of the courses in the modern
branches of science and technology in
the higher educational institutions.
Quile a number of them took up
teaching after they had completed
their post-graduate studies. In 1956
there were eleven times as many post-
graduate students in the colleges as in
1947. By 1958 more than 10.000 had
completed their post-graduate studies.
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Over two million professional teach-
ers carry the main weight of teach-

After School

Woodcut by Tan Chuan-shu

ing in China's primary and middle
schools. In addition there are millions
of part-time teachers in the villages.
Many teachers' colleges have been set
up in recent years to meet the
ever growing demand for teachers.
Every province and autonomous region
in China has today got its own
teachers’ colleges and normal schools.

Grass-Root Agronomists

It has become a widely accepted
practice now for agricultural scientific
institutes and societies to extend mem-
bership to peasants who have shown
themselves to be specialists in farming.
Their practical experience has helped
to enrich scientific discussions and re-
search work.

In Honan recently veteran farmers
took part side by side with college
professors and research workers in
academic discussions sponsored by the
province's institutes of agricultural
science. During the forum on the close
planting of winter wheat, two veteran
farmers differed on the significance of
tillering. Each presented his case with
a full array of facts. Though their
views seemed contradictory, further
discussions revealed that their conclu-
sions were actually derived from two
sets of farming methods each suited
to its particular locality with different

conditions of fertility,
temperature and other
factors.

These findings were
of great importance to
local farming. While
scientific bodies reg-
ularly invite and get
the help of the peasant
experts at their forums
and discussions  on
various agronomical
problems, research
workers also go to the
rural people’s communes
to help the farmers sum
up their experience and
new findings.

In Kiangsi, south of
the Yangtse, many
peasants have become
special research mem-
bers of scientific insti-
tutes and with energetic
assistance from scien-
tific organizations have
helped to raise local
farm yields and improve
methods of cultivation.

Peng now a special
the Kiangsi

Academy of

Kuang-hsien,
research member of
branch of the Chinese
Sciences, is the farmer who initiated
the idea of going over from double-
cropping to treble-cropping in his pro-
duction brigade. This new method
helped to boost his brigade’s annual
vield of grain to nearly 1,000 jin per
mu last year.

More Technical Innovations

The Haining Farm Chemical Fac-
tory in Chekiang Province reports
that in the first ten months of 1961
it achieved 100-600 per cent increases
in the output of all its major products
—and with only half the former
labour force. Improvements in quality
too were marked. This was no miracle
but the result of technical innovations,
mainly the setting up of assembly
lines and the introduction of mecha-
nization. The many workers freed went
to reinforce other departments which
needed them.

During the past few years, such tech-
nical innovations by the mass of work-
ers have greatly assisted the raising of
industrial output. Workshops across
the country have their eyes constantly
cocked for worthwhile innovations.
Like their fellow workers in the
Haining Farm Chemical Factory,
industrial workers in other cities have
chalked up new records by bringing
about technical innovations.

Technical improvements proposed
last year by the Shanghai dockers
enabled ecach docker to handle 13
per cent more goods per shift than
before. Attention was particularly
focussed on reducing manual labour
by improving loading and unloading
machinery. Improvements in the
suction pipe installations and increased
air pressure enable the machines made
by the dockers last year to handle 100
tons of grain per hour, ten times more
than before.

Up in Harbin, one of the industrial
centres of the northeast, the efficiency
of more than one thousand old, belt-
driven machine tools that were trans-
formed in the 1960 drive was given a
further boost doubling or even quad-
rupling efficiency last year. Before
these technical improvements were
made, many factories in Harbin could
only turn out relatively simple prod-
ucts. Now they are capable of making
complete sets of equipment for the
chemical and coalmining industries.
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