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NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
1956 — 1967

r.I.‘HE National Programme for Agricultural Development (1956-1967) is of tre-
mendous significance for the high-speed development of a socialist agriculture in
China and the building of a new, socialist countryside. It provides for a big growth
in farming, forestry, animal husbandry, side-occupations and fishery within a not
too long period of time and proposes various concrete measures for reaching this
goal as well as plans for the developrgent of culture, education, public health and

other fields of activity in the rural areas as production increases.

In addition to the programme, this booklet contains the full texts of the report
delivered by Vice-Premier Tan Chen-lin entitled “Strive for the Fulfilment, Ahead
of Schedule, of the National Programme for Agricultural Development,” the reso-
lution of the Second Session of the Second National People’s Congress of the Chi-
nese People’s Republic, and the Renmin Ribao editorial on the same subject. This
material throws an illuminating light on the big leap forward in China’s agriculture

and the great changes that have taken place in the Chinese countryside.
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ROUND THE WEEK

Emulation Boosts Steel Output

China's steelworkers are pressing
ahead with their emulation drives to
boost steel production. In the north
China industrial centre of Tientsin,
they are vying with one another indi-
vidually while the mills themselves
have signed emulation contracts in
which they undertake to produce
more and better steel. The emulation
drive in Chungking, in the south-
west, embraces not only the iron and
steel workers, but the coalminers and
transport workers as well. Similar
emulation campaigns are being
enthusiastically carried out in Wuhan,
Paotow, Anshan and other steel cen-
tres in the country. These resulted
in notable successes last month.

Paotow, rising steel centre in Inner
Mongolia, reports a new record for
making one heat of steel. By adopt-
ing the latest methods of quick melt-
ing, workers of the No. 1 open-hearth
furnace have succeeded in producing
a heat in a little over 12 hours, trim-
ming the old record by an hour and
13 minutes.

Having overfulfilled their produc-
tion plans for the first seven months
of this year, workers at the Shih-
chingshan Iron and Steel Works on
Peking’s outskirts have forged ahead
to greater achievements. In August
their output of steel, pig iron and
rolled steel exceeded the quotas for
the month by 2.6, 9.9 and 21 per cent
respectively. Average daily output of
steel for the last ten days outstripped
that of the [lirst twenty days by 22.7
per cent.

Good news also comes from Shang-
hai, one of China’s major industrial
centres, August there was a record
month for steel output. Average daily
output in the second half of the
month, in particular, rose steadily
giving the mills a flying start for the
beginning of September.

In the present emulation campaign
in Shanghai, the No. 1 blast cupola
of the second converter workshop in
the No. 3 steel plant has gained the
title of pace-setter. Every day, groups
of steelworkers and leading cadres
from other mills are flocking there to

study its advanced techniques so as
to raise their own production. While
emulating one another, the city’'s steel-
workers are co-operating and concert-
ing their efforts with admirable com-
munist spirit to overfulfil this month’s
output targets as gifts to National Day
on October 1.

Good Harvest in Tibet

The liberated peasants of the Tibetan
Plateau are gathering in rich crops of
wheat and gingke barley — their first
harvest since the completion of demo-
cratic reforms in the rural areas.

Before these reforms, the Tibetan
peasants, slaves and serfs. worked the
land of their feudal masters with
primitive methods. Mostly without
scythes, they harvested with their bare
hands, carrying the grain on their
backs to the threshing floors. Now
they are enjoying the fruits of their
labour, reaping their own crops with
the aid of draught animals and new
harvesting tools made by themselves
or distributed to them by the local
authorities.

Peasants in the Lhasa, Loka, Chamdo
and Lingize areas have already
brought in an unprecedented harvest
of early ripening crops. Even in areas
that were formerly arid and had poor
soil, the introduction of improved
sceds and better farming methods, the
building of water conservancy works
and the proper use of more fertilizer
and manure have resulted in good
yiclds this year. Old Tibetan peasants
who have lived through the long and
bitter years of serfdom are overjoyed.
A 90-year-old woman in the Loka area
said that under serfdom she never
saw nor even dared to dream of such a
rich harvest as is being reaped this year.

Leading cadres at all levels in the
Tibet Region are personally directing
and lending a hand with the harvest
together with cadres and personnel
from government offices, army units,
schools and various trades. In Lhasa
alone, more than 10.000 people have
gone out to the fields to help.

Mutual-aid teams organized by the
peasants are demonstrating  their
worth. They are able, among other
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things, to utilize labour power more
rationally. Special teams are charged
with reaping, gleaning, transporting
and threshing, each working hard to
bring in every last seed of grain. They
are doing the work faster and more
efficiently. Under the old conditions
such a harvest as Tibet has grown this
year would take about two months to
bring in. The Tibetans, emulating and
helping each other, plan to do the job
in about two weeks.

New Strength for Building Socialism

More than 135,000 graduates are
leaving China’s universities and col-
leges this summer to take up new posts
in socialist construction. This is 92
per cent more than last year, an in-
dication of the great strides made in
the nation’s higher education. As in
previous years since liberation, these
graduates do not have to worry about
what they will do after graduation.
Ample opportunities are awaiting
them, with the state and college
authorities concerned making careful
plans and arrangements in accordance
with the students’ own wishes and

To Where the Nation Needs Them Most!
Woodcut by ho Feng

proficiency and the needs of the

country.

This year’s graduates have attained
a high level of political consciousness,
with a firm grounding in theory and
practice in their specialties. They have
greatly benefited by the policy of
combining education with productive

labour. During their years at college,
they have had the opportunity to
temper themselves by working for
regular periods in factories and on
farms. This has helped them to

identify themselves with the broad
masses of workers and peasants.

The academic standards reached
this year are more than satisfactory.
Graduates of the mechanical engineer-
ing department of Tsinghua Univer-
sity, for instance, have designed
projects which are of great scientific
value and importance to the nation’s
economic construction. Graduates of
other engineering institutes, working
together with the workers of factories
and mines where they did a stint of
work, have introduced countless tech-
nical innovations which have helped
boost production.

A remarkable
feature of this
year’s graduates is
that many of them
are workers and
peasants or have
come from worker
or peasant fami-
lies. Some are
veteran revolution-
aries who took
part in the world-
famous Long
March from Kiang-
si Province to nor-
thern Shensi. More

than a hundred
graduates of the
Peking Mining In-
stitute are coal-
miners. There is
no doubt that
these graduates

will make a fine
contribution to the
cause of socialism
when they return
to work with five
years of college
training added to
their years of prac-
tical work in the
pits, factories or
on the farms.

While these college graduates are
going to their new posts brimful of
enthusiasm and confidence, their
younger brothers and sisters — pri-
mary and middle school students — are
eagerly embarking on a new school
year. They have had a happy, health-
ful summer vacation, picnicking in
famous summer resorts, taking part in
swimming and other sporting and rec-
reational activities and, during busy
farming spells, helping the rural peo-
ple’s communes for a few days with
the summer harvesting and sowing.
The {eachers, too, have had a well-
spent summer holiday: some with
their charges, others refreshing them-
selves in sanatoriums at beauty. spots.

Journalists, Unite!

Chinese journalists demonstrated
solidarity with  their progressive
foreign colleagues on the occasion of
International Solidarity Day of Jour-
nalists, which fell on September 8.
This was the day Julius Fucik,
noted Czechoslovak journalist, was
hanged by the Nazi butchers in 1943.
The meeting held in Peking on the eve
of the day under the auspices of the
All-China Journalists’ Association to
honour the occasion was attended by
Chinese as well as foreign journalists
living in the capital or visiting the
country.

On Dbehall of Chinese journalists
Mei Yi, Vice-President of the All-
China Journalists’ Association, paid

tribute to fellow journalists through-
out the world for whom the pen was
a sword in the struggle against im-
perialism and for lasting world peace
and human progress. He expressed
wholehearted support and sympathy
for all fighters on the news front
suffering gagging and persecution by
the imperialists and reactionaries.

The irresistible rise of the national
independence and liberation movement
in Asia, Africa and Latin America is
shaking the very foundations of im-
perialism. In their panic and despera-
tion to bolster the tottering colonial
system, the imperialists lash out in
sovage fury against those journalists
who write the truth in the interest of
justice and human progress. Chinese
journalists and those of the other so-
cialist countries, along with their pro-
gressive colleagues throughout the
world, stand by to give aid and full
support to fellow journalists bearing
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