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ROUND THE WEEK

Small Blast Furnaces Blast the Way

In the campaign to raise oulput and
practise economy there can be few
cnterprises doing more, size for size,
than the small blast furnaces. Returns
from a dozen provinces and autono-
mous  regions, including  Hopei,
Shansi, Shantung, Honan, Fukien and
Kwangsi, show a further rise in their
pig iron output in August compared
to July, and encouraging cuts in cost
as a result of reduction in coke con-
sumption.

The many small blast furnaces built
since the big leap got going in 1958
have already made a sizable contribu-
tion to raising iron and steel output
in the past two years; and, whether
using indigenous or modern methods,
their contribution is steadily increas-
ing. This year, according to the state
plan, they will produce more than half
the country’s total output of pig iron.

In the present campaign, they are
busily engaged in ensuring fulfilment
of this year's quota and also raising
the quality of the metal they produce.
The Ministry of Metallurgical Indus-
try, which recently called a special
meeling to assess the situation, has
sent out work teams to lend a hand
in the major iron-producing areas.
Provincial authorities concerned with
the industry are also giving special
attention to the “small fry” among
blast furnaces.

Steadily improving their techniques
and technology, many of these small
furnaces have won national recogni-
tion for keeping up a high output of
quality pig iron and holding down
coke consumption. Setting the pace
in an all-round leap forward of
production in these small blast
furnaces, the furnaces in Changchia-
kou, northwestern Hopei, have re-
ported notable successes in August.
They raised their utilization coefficient
in the first two weeks of last month
by more than 10 per cent, compared
with the lalter half of July: they also
produced markedly better pig iron
and their average coke consumption
per ton of metal smelted dropped by
more than 100 kg.

Like many other new iron smelting
centres, Lhe Changchiakou furnaces
got these results mainly by improving
management, better timing in the
supply of raw materials and technical
improvements to the furnaces. They
also got a big help from Changchiakou
factories. Well briefed on the impor-
tance of the role played by the small
furnaces, these factories do all they
can to help, giving priority to making
equipment needed for modernization
and sending technicians to help in-
stall it or reconstruct furnaces. By the
latter part of August, two-thirds of
Changchiakou’s small blast furnaces
had been helped to modernize them-
selves. As a result, they raised their
utilization coefficient from 50 to 100
per cent, producing better quality
metal while reducing coke consump-
tion.

These small blast furnaces, products
of the big leap forward, are now
spread all over the country. They
have fully proved their worth. While
those in Changchiakou and other
places are being modernized and ex-
panded, new ones, using the experi-
ence already gained, are being built
in newly-prospected iron ore centres:
adding new sinews to China’s booming
industry.

News from the Collieries

Good news comes in from the
nation’s collieries. Many report over-
fulfilment of their August output
targets. Chinghsi Colliery, west of
Peking, surpassed its plan by 13.3 per
cent. Hopi in Honan fulfilled its
quota three days ahead of schedule.
Hsienkang Colliery in Shansi also re-
ports fulfilment of its quota, with an
increase of 5 per cent in output over
the preceding month.

Earlier reports tell that miners at
Fushun, one of China's largest coal
centres, having  sucecessfully  fought
back a flood threat in early August
which was the worst in decades, forged
ahead with even greater grit and de-
termination to make up for lost time.
Compared with the first ten days of
August, their average daily output for
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the second ten days increased 24.8 per
cent. With the expcrience gained in
the first seven and a halfl months, they
have mapped out concrete measures
for making an even bigger spurt dur-
ing the rest of the year.

Much of Fushun's coal goes to the
nation’s steel cenlres. Other collieries,
too, are stepping up efforts to get more
coal {o the furnaces. Chinghsing Col-
liery in western Hopei, a major coke-
producing centre, not only overfulfilled
its quota in the first seven months of
this year, but, compared with the
corresponding period of last year, sent
63 per cent more coke to the iron and
steel works at Wuhan and other places.
In August it raised output again and
sent still more coke to the sieel centres.

As a major step in getting coal more
swiftly to consumers, all collieries are
speeding up the building of special
railway lines for prompter delivery of
coal. Preliminary returns from over a
hundred mining centres show that,
since April this year, more than 370
such lines with a total length of nearly
900 kilometres have been built, and
the work continues. The Ministries of
Metallurgy, Railways and others con-
cerned have set up special organiza-
tions {o direct this work.

V-J Day Marked in Northeast China

The 15th anniversary of the Chinese
people’s victory in the War of Resis-
tance to Japanese Aggression and the
liberation of northeast China by the
Soviet Army was celebrated on
Sepiember 3.

In Shenyang, a commemorative
ceremony was held. It was attended
by Huang Ou-tung, second seccretary
of the Liaoning Provincial Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party,
governor of Liaoning and president
of the Liaoning Sino-Soviet Friend-
ship Association, and other leading
members of the Parly and government
organizations and P.L.A.  unils.
Wreaths were laid at the monument
to the Soviet martyrs who gave their
lives foir the liberation of northeast
China.

In his address al the ceremony,
Sung Kuang, vice-mayor of Shenyang,
recalled how 15 years ago, under the
brilliant leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party and Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, the Chinese people, co-
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ordinating their activities with those
of the anti-fascist struggle of the
peoples of the whole world, defeated
Japanese militarism and scored a
great victory in the war against Japa-
nese aggression after fighting heroical-
ly for eight years. He paid tribute
to the great historical role played by
the Soviet people and the Soviet Army
during the anti-fascist war. The So-
viet Union's dispatch of troops to
northeast China, he said, accelerated
the final collapse of Japanese fascism.
The lofty internationalist spirit of the
Soviet people also manifested itself in
the great aid given to China’s socialist
construction. The Chinese people, he
said, would never forget this noble
spirit of the Soviet pcople.

The represcntative of the Soviet
Consulate-General in Harbin who at-
tended the ceremony, in his address,
hailed the “great, eternal and unbreak-
able friendship between the Soviet
and Chinese peoples.” The Soviet
people, he said, would do everything
they could to consolidate and further
develop this friendship.

In Lushun-Talien, at a big gather-
ing on Stalin Square to commemorate
the day, Mayor Hu Ming said that the
Soviet Army had helped the people of
Lushun-Talien to free themselves from
40 years of the dark rule of Japanese
fascism. After liberation, the local
people, with the help of Soviet ex-
perts, scored new victories in the res-
toration of the national economy and
in the building of socialism.

Commemorative meelings were also
held in Changchun, Harbin and Chang-
chiakou attended by local Party and
government leaders. In Changchia-
kou, Hopei Province, more than 600
people from all walks of life went to
Changpei County where a ceremony
was held befere the monument to the
Soviet and Mongolian ‘martyrs who
laid down their lives in the batlle at
Langwokou against ‘the Japancse in-
vaders. Han Chih-fei, vice-mayor of
Changchiakou, and Doedyn Almaas,
representative of the Mongoliaii Em-
bassy in China, laid wreaths before
the monument. Vice-Mavor Han said
that, in commemorating this occasion,
the people of Changchiakou would
never forget the noble spirit of inter-
nationalism displayed by the Soviet
and Mongolian peoples. Doedyn
Almaas wished China still greater
achievements in its socialist construc-

tion and greeted the growing, closer
friendship between the Chinese and
Mongolian peoples.

Practice Makes Perfect

News of leading cadres going to the
front line of production is becoming
a regular feature of the press. It is
the Communist Party’s mass line in
action.  An old practice taking difl-
ferent forms under differing condi-
lions, it enables cadres in leading posi-
tions to give timely and efficient
guidance in work and helps forge ever
cleser ties between them and the rank
and file.

The Chungking Iron and Steel
Works in southwestern Szechuan has
created a new pattern for carrying out
this tested and time-honoured practice.
Leading Party, administrative and
frade union functionaries of its fivst
converfer mill have now made it a
rule to take part in producing one
heat of steel a day. Through
personal participation they have been
able to grasp every link in the process
of steel making, tackle crucial problems
right on the job and, together with the
workers, raise both quality and quan-
tity of steel output. Figures for the
first nine days of August prove that
this method of leadership is most re-
warding. Compared with the corre-
sponding period in July, average daily
output registered an increase of 76 per
cent. This splendid success of the first
converter mill soon set the pace for
cther mills and workshops. The ex-
perience gained has been popularized
and is now standard operating pro-
cedure throughout the Chungking Iron
and Steel Works.

The new pattern evolved out of the
cld practice of living, working and
consulting with the workers. In
summing up the work of the past, the
first converter mill’'s Party commiitee
took note of the fact that though great
successes had been scored and leader-
ship strengthened through living and
working with the rank and file. there
was still the lack of a thorough
grasp of steel making techniques. To
overcome this, the Party committee
decided that all leading cadres should
make one heat of stecl a day — taking
part in actual work from the first
charging of materials right down to
teeming at the end of the process.

The decision sparked all the leading
cadres into activity. Secretary of
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