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Race Against Time

THE push is now on all across the country. The aim: to fulfil

and preferably to overfulfil the industrial and agricultural
production targets for 1959 — 18 million tons of steel, 380 million
tons of coal, 525 million tons of grains and 5 million tons of
cotton, to cite just the main items.

On the industrial front, the basic guiding principle, as we
have repeatedly explained, is to bring about an overall leap
forward with the steel industry as the key link,

As reported elsewhere in this issue, socialist emulation is
moving full steam ahead among the metallurgical workers for
“larger quantity,” “better quality” and “greater variety” of steel
products. This campaign centres around the promotion of the
technical revolution and is aimed at learning from the advanced,
competing with the advanced and catching up with the advanced.
From Hainan Island in the south to the Changpai Mountain in
the northeast, from the eastern seaboard to the Inner Mongolian
steppes and the Sinkiang hinterland, steelworkers are going all
out to do their part. They are keenly aware that the successful
fulfilment of the task to produce 18 million tons of steel in 1959
is of paramount importance not only for ensuring the imple-
mentation of this year’s plan for the development of the national
economy as a whole. It is of equal importance for speeding up
China’s building of socialism in the years to come.

The steel and iron workers are reinforced in their confidence
and determination by the brilliant success of last year’s big leap
forward in which steel output more than doubled. They are
guided in their advance by this year’s inspiring objective of 18
million tons of steel. Their iron will to get things done with
greater, faster, better and more economical results, their
abundant initiative and enthusiasm and their boundless resource-
fulness and ingenuity are typical of the prevailing mood of the
Chinese workers today.

Reports are pouring in from various parts of the country
indicating that the battle for steel is heating up. The response
to the call for a nationwide drive to produce more and better steel
has been prompt and enthusiastic. The day after the call was
issued, the giant steel plants at Shanghai and Anshan reported
new oulput records in their blast and open hearth furnaces.
The steel plant at Tayeh, Hupeh Province, on March 15
topped its original daily target by 13.7 per cent, the highest record
ever established since the beginning of the year. Output for
the first half of this month recorded a substantial rise of 25 per
cent over the corresponding period of last month.

These figures of course speak for themselves. But figures
alone do not tell the whole story. It is the vigour, enthusiasm
and perseverance of the broad working masses that are
particularly impressive and revealing. The Chinese people have
a clear idea of building their country into a mighty socialist land.
And they are sure they will succeed through sustained efforts.



ROUND THE WEEK

Xiafang: New Round

If you walk through the corridors of
any office building in Peking these days
you will most likely still see the big red
scrolls with lists of names written in
bold characters against the extra large
Chinese character % which stands for
“double congratulations.” They are the
names of the cadres who have been
chosen for xiafang. A relatively new
Chinese expression, xiafang came into
popular use only last year; it means
working in the countryside or in fac-

tories for tempering through manual
labour (see Peking Review, No. 6,
February 10, 1959). The meaning

and significance of going out to do
manual labour is deflined in an editorial
in the current issue of Hongqi (a transla-
tion of which appears on p. 13 of our
issue).

The cadres vie for the privilege, for
privilege it is since a period of work in
the countryside does them a lot of good
both ideologically and physically. Only
a limited number of people can go at a
time and everybody wants to get the
first opportunity. This year, about 7,000
cadres

in Peking are heading for the
countryside and factories in the prov-
inces. Some have already left, but the

majority will be on their way in the
next week or so. Most of them will be
going to the people’s communes where
they will live and work like rank-and-
file members of the communes. Although
not a small percentage of the =xiafang

cadres have responsible positions in
Peking, they will take part in the work
of the communes, or factories, like
ordinary working people doing their
regular share of manual work.
Spotlight on Steel

A special steelworkers’ radio pro-
gramme, jointly organized by the

Ministry of Metallurgical Industry and
the Central People’s Broadcasting Sta-
tion, rallied the nation’s stecl makers on

+ — Deep ploughing

Monday afternoon last week. It was
the signal for an all-out national emula-
tion campaign to see who in the iron
and steel industry can do the most and
the best in contributing to the national
effort to produce 18 million tons of steel
in 1959.

Li Fu-chun, Vice-Premier and member
of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party’s Central Committee, urged the
steelworkers of the couniry to bring
about an all-round and a still bigger
leap in iron and steel production in 1959.
He listed the favourable conditions for
achieving the steel target: first, vigorous
Communist Party leadership and fra-
ternal assistance from the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries; second, the
valuable experience pgained by the
workers last year; third, bigger state
investments in the iron and steel industry
this year.

Several million steelworkers in all
parts of the country tuned in to the
programme which lasted for four hours.
While the programme was on the air
urgent trunk calls and telegrams report-
ing latest production records and pledges
to do more and better kept pouring into
the Broadcasting Centre. From Hainan
Island in the far south, for example,
came a telegram in which the iron ore

workers pledged to double output this
year to feed the major iron and steel
works.,

Chuang Regional Autonemy :
First Anniversary

The Kwangsi Autonomous Region for
the Chuang People celebrated its first
anniversary a week or so ago. There
was much rejoicing over the achieve-
ments of the autonomous region.

Despite serious drought, which at one
time threatened to destroy the crops, the
peasants reaped a record harvest last
year, doubling the 1957 output. An
average of 800 jin of grain was obtained
from every mu of land put under cul-

tivation. At the time of the founding
of the autonomous region this was set
as the target for 1963.

If the crops were unprecedented in
their abundance, the successes achieved
in industrial development were even
more spectacular. The region hit the
headlines of the national press on several
occasions during the iron and steel
campaign in the latter part of last year,
with several hitherto unknown counties
chalking up high iron ore records. Total
iron ore output in the region last year
was about 50 times the average annual
output during the First Five-Year Plan
(1953-57). This rapid expansion in pig
iron production sparked the advances of
other industries. Coal output rose over

500 per cent as compared with 1957,
to cite but one concrete example. The
output of machine tools, engines, and

electric motors showed a considerable in-
crease too. In terms of total output value,
industry and agriculture went up by 95
per cent as compared with 1957. The
autonomous region built three railway
branch lines and thousands of kilometres
of highways which boost the develop-
ment of the region’s economy.

With these great achievements the
standard of living of the people has
risen, especially since the establishment
of the people’'s communes in the latter
part of last yvear which introduced wel-
fare services never before available in
the region.

Agricultural Research

1959 will be a busy year for China's
agronomists, With so much hap-
pening in the countryside and at such
a tempo, there is much that claims their
altention. One big job before them is
summing up last year's phenomenal
achievements in agriculture and writing,
not just articles, but books about them.
This is their major task for 1959, noted
the national conference on agricultural
science recently held in Peking.

The agronomists will base themselves
on the 8-point Charter of Agriculture
in analysing the record yields of last
year, and in particular the high yields
obtained from extensive areas. Oof
course, all the eight essential measures

too.
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