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COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA IS ELECTED

From November 3-8 the 9th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania carried out its proceed-
ings in Tirana among a high political enthusiasm  and in a joyful festive atmosphere.

The delegates to the 9th Congress of the Party hailed with fiery ovations the emergence on the
tribune of the First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania, Comrade
Ramiz Alia, and the other leaders of the Party.

After the Presidium of the proceedings of the Congress, elected from among the delegates, took
their seats, amid revolutionary enthusiasm Comrade Ramiz Alia delivered the opening speech to the 9th
Congress of the PLA, in which he said:

DEAR COMRADE . DELEGATES,

TO ALL OF US, TO OUR ENTIRE PEOPLE, THIS IS A MARKED DAY: THE 9th CONGRESS OF
THE HEROIC PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA BEGINS ITS PROCEEDINGS. I AVAIL MYSELF
OF THIS OCCASION TO WELCOME ALL THE DELEGATES TO THIS GREAT ASSEMBLY OF
COMMUNISTS AND EXPRESS MY CONFIDENCE THAT, WITH THE CONTRIBUTION OF YOU
ALL, IT WILL CARRY OUT ITS PROCEEDINGS WITH SUCCESS.

OUR CONGRESS IS BEING CONVENED AMID GREAT POLITICAL ENTHUSIASM AND A
POWERFUL DRIVE AT WORK. THE WORKERS, PEASANTS, INTELLECTUALS, WOMEN AND
YOUTH ARE WORKING WITH SPECIAL MOBILIZATION TO CARRY OUT THE PLANNED
TASKS IN ALL FIELDS, TO GIVE MORE INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, TO
ATTAIN HIGHER QUALITATIVE RESULTS IN ALL SECTORS OF WORK.

THIS IS AN EXPRESSION' OF THE CONFIDENCE OF OUR WORKING MASSES IN THE COR-
RECT LINE OF THE PARTY AND THEIR DETERMINATION TO ACHIEVE THE OBJECTIVES SET,
OF THEIR CERTAINTY ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR COUNTRY. AT THIS TIME THIS INSPI-
RING ATMOSPHERE IS A GREAT ENCOURAGEMENT FOR OUR CONGRESS, A SOUND RELI-
ANCE FOR THE SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF ITS PROCEEDINGS.

OUR CONGRESS CARRIES ON ITS PROCEEDINGS WITHOUT COMRADE ENVER HOXHA,
THE FOUNDER AND GLORIOUS LEADER OF OUR PARTY, THE GREAT REVOLUTIONARY AND
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PATRIOT. WE HAVE NO MORE THAT MAN WHO AT THE HEAD OF THE PARTY LED THE RE-
VOLUTION, BUILT THE NEW ALBANIA, WE HAVE NO MORE AMONG US THAT MAN WHO
PULLED THE COUNTRY INTO LIGHT AND GAVE IT AN HONOURED NAME IN THE WORLD.

COMRADE ENVER HOXHA, HOWEVER, IS AMONGST US AND HE WILL ALWAYS BE
AMONGST US. HE IS IN OUR MINDS AND HEARTS WHEN WE WORK IN FACTORIES AND
FIELDS, WHFN WE DRAFT THE PLANS OF ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND
WHEN WE STRUGGLE FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE VICTORIES ACHIEVED, HE IS OUR GUIDING
STAR AT EVERY STEP AND EVERY ACTION OF OURS.

HIS WORK, THOUGHT AND FIGURE ACCOMPANY US IN OUR EVERYDAY STRUGGLE
TOWARDS THE FUTURE. THEY ADVISE US, INSPIRE US AND ENCOURAGE US TO CARRY
THE CAUSE OF SOCIALISM IN ALBANIA ALWAYS AHEAD AND TO DEFEND IT, TO MAINTAIN
INTACT THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE HOMELAND, TO MAKE THE LIFE OF
THE PEOPLE EVER RICHER AND HAPPIER, TO PRESEVE AND STRENGTHEN THE LEADING
ROLE OF OUR PARTY OF LABOUR, THE PARTY ENVER HOXHA FOUNDED, RAISED AND EDU-
CATED.

AS A SIGN OF HOMAGE AND DEVOTION TO THE NAME AND WORK OF COMRADE
ENVER HOXHA. TO HONOUR HIS UNFORGETTABLE FIGURE AND MEMORY, I INVITE YOU TO
STAND UP AND OBSERVE SOME MOMENTS’ SILENCE.

(The delegates stand up and honour the memory of the great leader of the Party and people, Com-
rade Enver Hoxha.)

GLORY TO COMRADE ENVER HOXHA!
LONG LIVE THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE!
LONG LIVE THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA!

I declare the 9th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania open.
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Then the first session begins with Comrade
Adil Carcani in the chair. In the 9th Congress of
the Party, said he, take part twice as many dele-
gates as in the preceding Congress. Apart from
them, the proceedings of the Congress will be
fully or partly attended in this hall by over 1500
guests, party or mnon-party members, outstanding
workers of production, heroes of socialist labour,
outstanding personalities of culture and science,
leading cadres in diverse fields and social activists.

On invitation from the Central Committee of
the Party of Labour of Albania our Congress is at-
tended by many delzgations of the fraternal Marx-
ist-Leninist parties. We consider their attending
our Congress an honour and assess it as an expres-
sion of internationalist solidarity and fraternal
friendship towards our Party. To attend the 9th
Congress of the Party have come the delegation
of the Communist Party of Vietnam, headed by
Tran Xuan Bach, secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party; the de'legation of the Comm-i-
nist Party of Brazil, headed by Joao Amazonas,
first secretary of the Central Committee of the
FParty; the delegation of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party of Britain {Marxist-Leninist), headed
by Michael Hamilton, general secretary of the
Party; the delegation of the Communist Party
of Dahomey, headed by Bernard Tonyon: the de-
legation of the Communist Party of Denmark
(Marxist-Lenininst), headed by Klaus Riis Klau-
sen, first secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party; the delegation of the Communist Party
of Labour of the Dominican Republic, headed by
Rafael Chalub Mejia, general secretary of the Par-
tu; the delegation of the Marxist-Leninist Commu-
nist Party of the Ecuador, headed by Camilo Alme-
ida, secretary of the Central Committe of the Party;
the delegation of the Communist Party of Indone-
sia; the delegation of the Communist Party of
Canada (Marxist-Leninist), headed by Hardial
Bains, first secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party; the delegation of the Communist Party
of Chile (Proletarian Action); the delegation of
the Peruvian Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist),
headed by Antonio Fernandez, general secretary
of the Party; the delegation of the Communist
Party (Re-constructed) of Portugal, headed by
Eduardo Pires, first secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party; the delegation of the Com-
munist Party of Spain (Marxist-Leninist), headed
by Raul Marco, first secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party; the delegation of the Com-
munist Party of Sweden, headed by Anders Person,
first secretary of the Central Committee of the
Party, the delegation of the Communist Party of
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New Zealand, headed by Harold Crook, secretary
of the Central Committee of the Party.

We are also honoured by the participation of
outstanding friends of socialist Albania who have
been invited to attend the proceedings of the Con-
gress and the festivities of the 45th anniversary of
the founding of our Party.

Allow me, comrades, that on your behalf and
on behalf of our whole Party I express our cordial
thanks to the representatives of the fraternal par-
ties for the honour they have made us by attending
our Congress.

After the delegates voted cn and endorsed the
agenda and the rules of the Congress, they went
over to the first item on the agenda.

Comrade Adil Carcani gave the floor to the
First Secretary of the Central Committee of the
PLA, Comrade Ramiz Alia, to submit the report
«On the Activity of the Central Committee of the

Party of Labour of Albania and the Tasks for the
Future».

We have come to this Ccngress, he seaid among
other things, to draw up the balance of the work
and struggle of the Party and our people during
the past five years and to set the objectives which
we must achjeve in the coming years. And we have
come here proudly and with honour, because the
tasks which the 8th Congress set, the line which
our great Comrade Enver Hoxha presented, have
been accomplished successfully.

In a few days, we shall ce'ebrate the 45th an-
niversary of the founding of the Party. The Alba-
nian communists have reason to be proud, have
reason to be joyful and happy at this anniversary.
Our Party has led the Albanian people in the most
glorious period of their history, in their most he-
roic struggles, in the most decisive revolutionary
upheavals and transformations of all times.

The Party comes to this Congress with its ranks
united, ideologically tempered and politically more
mature. It comes enriched with many new expe-
riences, with great organizing and mobilizing capa-
cities. The struggles we have waged, the victories
we have achieved, have further strengthened the
links of the Party with the masses and have made
the unity of the people more steel-like.

The victories achieved during the five years
since the 8th Congress are a fresh confirmation of
the correctness of the line of the Party and the
strength of our socialist, order, of the triumphant
doctrine of Marxism-Leninism and the teachings
of Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Our gratitude, the gratitude of the communists
and the whole people for what Enver Hoxha has
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done for Albania and its people, Comrade Ramiz
Alia pointed out, has been and will always be
boundless. Our respect is directed to that great man
who, at the most tragic moments of the history
of Albania, founded the Communist Party which
organized and led the great anti-fascist uprising
of the Albanian people, is directed to the legendary
commander of th= WNational Liberation Army
which drove out the foreign occupiers and over-
threw the internal traitors. Our thoughts go and
will always go to that man who, at the head of
the Party, laid the foundations of the people’s state
power and guided the great social transforma-
tions and the deep-going processes of the socialist
construction in Albania.

The struggle and teachings of Enver Hoxha
remain the foundation-stone of the general line of
the Party, they represent the cardinal points of
orientation and reference for its daily activity. Loyal-
ty towards these teachings and their consistent
implementation are the assurance of the present
and the guarantee of the future, are decisive con-
ditions for the triumph of the cause of socialism
and communism in Albania.

The people’s state power, for the establish-
ment of which our people have shed so much
blood, we will always keep strong and unsullied
by any bureaucratic distortion or liberalist
influence and we will work ceaselessly for its de-
velopment on those sound, popular, democratic
foundations which the National Liberation War
laid and which the other great struggle for the
construction of socialism has consolidated and per-
fected. The Party and the people will never allow
our state power to be influenced by the bourgeois
and revisionist ideas and practices, labelled plu-
ralist, self-administrative, the state of the whole
people, and so on.

Comrade Enver Hoxha wanted and made Al-
bania completely free and independent, comple-
tely sovereign. All his theoretical thinking, all his
activity, all the struggle against Anglo-American,
Yugoslav, Soviet and other interference, express
that great concept that the full independence of
a country is achieved when it has no obligations
of any kind to foreign powers, which condition its.
internal and external policy, when its political in-
dependence is accompanied with an independent
economy and defence, when the people are the
sovereign owners of their national wealth and de-
termine their own fate. It was Enver Hoxha who
formulated and applied the Party’s policy of self-
reliance.

The Party and our people will always march
on this great road of freedom and independence.
Let nobody think or hope that Albania will ever
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bargain over its freedom and independence, that
it will accept foreign tutelage and allow its sove-
reignty to be limited in the slightest degree, that
it will be deceived by blandishments into entering
the nets of blocs and integrations of the capitalist-
revisionist world.

The whole history of the new Albania, said
Comrade Ramiz Alia, is the history of a stern class
struggle which has been waged on all fronts
against internal and external enemies. It is the
merit of Enver Hoxha that this struggle has always
been waged correctly, without deviating to the left
or the right, that it has withstood the imperialist
pressures and that it has never been influenced
by either the views or the practices of revisionists.
Enver Hoxha not only defined it as the main mo-
tive force of the socialist society, but also proved
with brilliant arguments that it will exist during
the whole period of socialism up to communism.

+ He considered the class struggle as a decisive fac-

tor to safeguard the unity of the people and the
unity of the ranks of the Party, as a sound basis
to defend the victories of the revolution and the
fundamental condition for the construction of so-
cialism. It was the keen class vigilance of Com-
rade Enver Hoxha, his political acumen and revo-
lutionary courage which assisted the Party and
the people to cope with the resistance of the over-
thrown classes and eliminate the gangs of sa-
boteurs sent from abroad, to unmask opportunists
of the type of Sejfulla Maléshova and uncover
conspirators of the type of Koci Xoxe and Meh-
met Shehu, to foil the interference of imperialists
and the intrigues of revisionists. The communists
and our entire people will be eternally grateful to
Comrade Enver who purged the Party and the
country of these enemies who could have brought
the greatest disaster upon our Homeland.

The idea and the ways for the industrialization
of the country and the socialist transformation of
the countryside, which Comrade Enver worked
out in detail so thoroughly and extensively, were
as original as they were vital to the salvation of
the country. It was his idea to set up industry on
the basis of the exploitation of the natural assets
of the country, to create an independent energy
base as the decisive factor for the development
and progress of industry itself, as well as of agri-
culture and all the other branches, to train the
qualified technical cadres who could bring into
use and run the industry to be set up; it was he
who worked out the great program to ensure the
people’s food within the country, and all those
fundamental lines on which our socialist economy
has advanced.
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The proceedings and decisions of our Congress
will be a further proof of our loyalty to he teach-
ings of Enver Hoxha and of our determination
to march on his road, on the glorious road of our
revolution. They will be an expression of the un-
shakeable will of the Party and the people to
work and struggle with new energies and creative
spirit, to carry the socialist victories constantly
forward, to raise the glory of our free and so-
vereign Homeland still higher.

Speaking about the policy of the Party for the
development of the economy during the Sth Five-
year Flan, among other things, Comrade Ramiz
Alia said: The years of the 7th Five-year Plan were
characterized by the persistent and selfless work
and efforts of the Party and the people to carry
ahead the construction of socialism on all fronts.

In general, the fundamental political, economic

and social objectives set by the 8th Congress were
attained,

Our country has entered the new five-year plan
with a more powerful material-technical base,
with greater productive and accumulating capa-
cities and with an improved economic structure.
Over the five years taken together, compared
with the 6th Five-year Plan. the social product
increased nearly 19 per cent, financial income over

17 per cent, and the export of goods about 29
per cent,

Industry successfully preceded the all-sided de-
velopment of the productive forces. Total in-
dustrial production was 27 per cent greater than in
the 6th Five-year Plan. The branches of heavy in-
dustry made important advances, carrying the
main burden of material production High increa-
ses of 38 to 48 per cent were achieved in the pro-
duction of gas, coal and electricity. The engineer-
ing indu'try coped successfully with its tasks
for the maintenance of the main means in all
branches of the economy and took a big stride in
the production of machinery and equipment, the
volume of which increased by 54 per cent.

In the 7th Five-year Plan, too, despite the dif-
ficult weather conditions which continued for three
vears in succession, agriculture advanced and ful-
filled its fundamental tasks. Total agricultural
production for the five years taken together increa-
sed over 13 per cent. In some important products
such as wheat, vegetables, industrial crops, and
eggs, the increases were greater.

The program of the 8th Congress of the Party
for fundamental investments, which increased
about 17 per cent, was carried out on a broad
front. The last five-year plan saw the construction
of over 300 main production and socio-cultural
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projects. The first and the second turbines of the
«Enver Hoxha» hydro-power plant at Koman came
into production ahead of schedule, and hundreds
of kilometres of high tension lines were built.
With the completion of the Lac-Shkodra-Han i Ho-
tit and Fier-Vlora railways and several sidings,
about 140 kilometres were added to the railway
network. Ferrous metallurgy was extended fur-
ther with the coming into production of plant no.
12, the second blast furnace, the continuous steel-
pouring line and the plant for the production
of refractory materials.

The Party and the state organs devoted special
care to the attainment of the objectives of the
plan in the social field, Comrade Ramiz Alia
streesed. The new jobs opened up corresponded
to the increase in the new active forces. The fund
of housing increased perceptibly and more rapidly
than the population. The building and opening of
new schools responded to the growing numbers of

pupils and students at all levels of the educational
system,

The state of health of the population has im-
proved. The infantile death-rate fell almost by half,
while the total number of deaths per thousand in-
habitants is declining. For some years now, this
index has been the lowest in Europe.

In this five-year plan, the vitality of the prin-
ciple of self-reliance was displayed in all its
strength. The working masses became more cons-
cientious about the consistent implementation of
the great orientations of the Party that we must
consume only as much as we produce, spend only
as much as our income, import only as much as
we export, while continuously increasing also our
reserves. Our people, educated by the Party, pro-
ved themselves capable in all tasks.

The new five-year plan represents a great and bold
program of work, Comrade Ramiz Alia went on.
In this five-year plan, the development of in-
dustry at high rates remains a task of first priori-
ty. More than 10 billion leks, or 42 per cent of the
total volume of investments, will be used to this
end. On the basis of more complete utilization of
productive capacities, through their extension and
reconstruction, and with the building of new pro-
jects, the volume of total industrial production in
1990, as against 1985, will increase 29-31 per cent.
While continuing to give priority to increasing the
production of means of production, the rate of
increase of consumer goods will be stepped up. In-
dustry will be placed more effectively in the ser-
vice of agriculture and the fulfilment of the needs
of the people, and will increase the export capa-
city of the country.
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In the 8th Five-year Plan, the Party aims to
further enhance the role of agriculture in the inde-
pendent development of the country, in raising the
people’s well-being and narrowing the socio-econ-
omi~ distinctions between town and countryside.
Investments in this branch will be about 7 thou-
sand 700 million leks, enual to nearly one third
of the total volume of investments. The number
of working people engaged in agriculture will in-
crease considerably and the role of science in the
service of agriculture will be enhanced. Over the
five-year period, total agricultural production will
increase 35-37 per cent.

The economic strength of the country enables
us to make fundamental investments in the 8th
Five-year Plan, amounting to 24 thousand 450
million leks, or 2 thousand 800 million leks more
than in the 7th Five-year Plan.

During the five-year plan, work will be done
on the construction of 420 important production
and socio-cultural projects, more than 370 of
which will come into use within 1990.

On this basis, the well-being of the people in
town and countryside will mark further improve-
ment. Over 220 thousand new workers will enter
employment for the first time. There will be
further developmen, during the five-year plan, in
education, culture and the health service. The
strengthening of the defence capacity of the Ho-
meland will be in the centre of attention of the
Party and the state.

Dealing with the rates and the priorities of
the development of our economy, Comrade Ramiz
Alia said:

In the draft-directives it is envisaged that in
1990, as against 1985, the total social product will
increase by 31-33 per cent, national income 35-37
per cent and total financial income 37-39 per cent.

As emerges from the above-mentioned: indices,
the average annual rates of development of the
economy are 5-7 per cent, or 2-3 times as high as
those of the increase of population. In setting
high rates for the development of the economy,
the Party proceeds not only from the needs, but
also from the growing possibilities of our society
to fulfil these needs, from the human, material-
technical, scientific and organizational potential
which we have.

The fulfilment of the complex economic and
social tasks of the 8th Five-year Plan is based on
some important structural improvements. The pre-
sent structure of the economy, especially that of
heavv industry, the greater po-sibilities to manoe-
uvre in the distribution of investments and re-
sources of labour and in the use of other resour-
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ces, permit us to make additions in some branches
and activities, to set higher rates and priorities
of development for particular sectors and pro-
ducts.

In this five-year plan, the geological service
and mining will concentrate on ‘he discovery and
extraction of rich chromite, iron-nickel and cop-
per ores. Through a mere favourable structure
of minerals we aim to attain increased effective-
ness of our whole mineral processing indusiry,
higher levels of metal recovery, reduced costs in
transport and smelting, and greater export in-
come. ’

In this five-year plan the branches of the ligh!
and food-stuffs industry will also be developed
with priority. The investments allocated for the
processing of agricultural and livestock products,
the increase and improvement of the quality of
industrial consumer goods, and the extension of
the range and kinds of food-stuffs are more than
54 per cent greater than in the 7th Five-year
Plan. In the light and food-stuffs industry more
than 90 plants, factories and production lines will
be built or extended, 70 of them completely new.

In agricultural production, the most notable in-
crease is being made in livestock-farming. This
sector is being especially encouraged.

The high rates of development of the economy
make an appreciable increase in the volume of ex-
ports with priority possible and essential. During
this five-year plan exports will increase 44-46 per
cent. In order to have a more solid and guaranteed
export trade, its weight will be distributed over
more groups of goods which are in demand on
foreign markets. Chromite and tobacco will occupy
the first two places and have the greatest weight
in earning income. In 1990 the extraction of chro-
mite will increase about 36 per cent over 1985 and
the production of tobacco will be almost doubled.

The dynamic development of the economy, the
stage reached in the industrialization of the coun-
try, Comrade Ramiz Alia declared, make possible
the discovery and use on an ever wider scale of
uderground assets. During the five-year plan the
industrial reserves will be increased by about 90
million tons, while more than 45 million tons of
various minerals and fuels will be extracted and
processed, as against 34 million tons which were
exploited during the past five years. Now the un-
renewable natural assets which are being exploited
have emerged in first place over the renewable
assets. This is an important qualitative lean. Our
mining and metallurgical industries are fully ca-
pable of coping with this burden.

Because of the main place which it occupies
in the energy balance, as an asset with many
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uses and very profitable even in the most unfa-
vourable circumstances of the foreign market, be-
cause of its decisive role in our whole economic
development, today and in the future, the Party
has always considered the oil industry as a key
branch of the economy. The state and society have
not spared and .will not spare any means for
the development of this branch.

Natural and associated gas is playing an ever
greater role in the energy balance and as a tech-
nological material. During this five-year plan
extraction of it will be increased about 2.6 fold.

The coal industry is stabilized and has great
prospects. With the investments envisaged coal
extraction will be intensified and extended, both
in the existing mines and in the new ones. Coal
production in this five-year plan will be increa-
sed by about 1 million tons.

With the coming into full production of the
Koman hydro-power station and a number of
small hydro-power stations, the production of
electric energy will increase 80 per cent, or
2.5 times more rapidly than the social pro-
duct.

The main place in the search for and extrac-
tion of solid minerals will be occupied by chro-
mium, copper and iron-nickel ores, for which
the long-term prospects are guaranteed, and
we have built and are strengthening a whole in-
dustry which is advancing steadily  towards
complete production cycles. Production of them
will be increased from 30-40 per cent. Considerab-
le acceleration of the use of these assets is
planned.

During this five-year plan greater demands
will be made, also, on the work for the utili-
zation of renewable assets of nature such as
the waters, forests, pastures, the flora and fauna.

Speaking about the increase of social product,
Comrade Ramiz Alia stressed:

About 74 per cent of the increase of produc-
tion in industry will be ensured through the use
in greater depth of productive capacities which
we have built, reconstructions and extensions,
and only one quarter of it from the new pro-
jects which will come into production. In field
crops, more than 95 per cent of the additional
production is forecast to come from the fund of
the land we have, through increased yields. This
shows that, in conformity with the policy of the
Party, our economy will proceed with sure steps
on the road of more thorough intensification.

A success of historic importance, Comrade
Ramiz Alia pointed out, is that for a whole de-
cade we have been ensuring the people’s bread
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within the country. This achievement is one of
the pillars of the economic independence of the
country.

The industrial crops, cotton, sugar-beet, tobac-
co, and sunflower will occupy an average of 90
thousand hectares of land, equal to about one
sixth of the whole area planted to field crops.

The policy of the Party, based on the teach-
ings of Comrade Enver and the experience gained,
is aimed, as hitherto, at a harmonious develop-
ment of all the districts of the country, while
proceeding towards the narrowing of distinctions
between the lowland zone and the hilly and
mountainous zones. The acceleration of the in-
tensification on the plains will be accompanied
with greater material support for agricultural
production in the hills and mountains, especially
in the northeastern zone.

The major tasks which we are presenting for
increasing agricultural and livestock production
in the new five-year plan will be accompanied
with the investments necessary to strengthen the
materinsl-technical base. The chemical industry
will advance at high rates. mainly in the service
of agriculture. With the building of new projects
and the extension of the existing ones fertilizer
production will reach over 500 thousand tons.
or more than 55 per cent higher than that of
1985, while pesticide production will increase over
44 per cent.

To increase the irrigation capacity, besides
the Banja basin and the complex irrigation sys-
tem connected with it, more than 105 irrigation
works will be built, extended or reconstructed
all over the country. Sixty thousand hectares of
land will be placed under irrigation for the first
time and irrigation in extensive areas will be
improved.

Speaking about the improvement of the well-
being of the people, Comrade Ramiz Alia said:

The development of the economy in the 8th
Five-year Plan creates possibilities to ensure a
greater fund of accumulation, as well as to in-
crease the consumption of the people. The norm
of accumulation is envisaged to reach about 28 per
cent and the fund of consumption will grow near-
ly twice as fast as the increase of population. In
conformity with the rising purchasing power of
the people, the circulation of retail goods will
increase 25 per cent. The norms of consumption
of- the main food and industrial products will
rise in town and countryside. Real income per
head of population is forecast to be 9 per cent
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higher than in 1985. In the countryside it will
rise over twice as fast as in the city.

In this five-year plan special attention will
be devoted to the development of education, cul-
ture and sports, as well as to the expasion of
the health service. The development of these sec-
tors will be supported with new investments.
Work will be done to build a series of important
projects such as the «Enver Hoxha» Museum and
new buildings for the National Library, for the
post and telecommunications service and for the
press. Besides this, 9 big hospitals and 8 mater-
nity homes, about 100 secondary and primary
schools, 3 holiday hostels for the workers, 12
sports halls and hundreds of smaller objects will
be built.

The stability of the development of the econ-
omy, the employment of all the new active for-
ces in useful social work, the stability of the
prices of goods and services, the system of so-
cial security, the improvement of the conditions
of housing, work and holidays for the working
people and public order, are those social and
economic factors which make the life of our people
prosperous and secure. These achievements will
be reinforced with the appreciable increase in
the fund of social consumption, with the build-
ing of 85 thousand apartments and houses and
with the consolidatiton of the pensions system,
especially in the countryside, etc. Only through
the guaranteed services provided free, each fa-
mily will use an average of about 3000 leks per
year from the social funds.

Assessing the complex economic and social de-
velopment hitherto, as well as the objectives at
which we aim, we can arrive at /the conclu-
sion that in the new five-year plan Albania is
taking a big and important stride towards its
transformation into an industrial-agricultural
country, which represents a more advanced sta-
ge in the construction of the material-technical
base of socialism. The Party and the people have
aspired to this objective, have striven and
made sacrifices to attain it for decades on
end.

The Party has been and still is the decisive
factor, the reliable guarantee in order to advance
on the brilliant road of socialism, said Comrade
Ramiz Alia. At the head of the people, united
around it, it has fulfilled and is fulfilling its
historic mission successfully.

We have a strong, revolutionary and militant
Party, politically and ideologically elevated, tem-
pered in many stern class struggles, with pro-
ven abilities as a leader and organizer. Its strength
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and vitality have been confirmed throughout its
whole existence and the 45 years of its activity.

With such a Party at the head, our people
will advance continuously in the future, oo, will
cope with every situation and will defend and
guarantee the freedom and independence of the
Homeland and the cause of the revolution and
socialism in Albania.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out that
the greater the tasks of the economic and social
development of the country, the more difficult
and complex the questions which we have to
solve, the more decisive becomes the leading role
of the Party.

In every district there are many basic orga-
nizations of the Party which have gained rich
experience in their work, which operate with
initiative, which follow the problems well, and
accomplish their tasks successfully, Comrade
Ramiz Alia continued. In them there is vigorous
debate, with healthy criticism and self-criticism,
and there is check-up and demanding of account
on the carrying out of decisions. Many commit-
tess, bureaus and organizations of the Party have
gained good experience in this direction, espe-
cially since the 13th and 14th Plenums of the
Central Committee of the Party.

The increase of the ranks of the Party with
devoted revolutionary elements is a great and
vital problem for the ceaseless strengthening of the
Party and its leading role. Today nearly 147 thou-
sand communists are militating in its ranks. In
the period since the 8th Congress, an average
of about 6 thousand candidates for party member-
ship have been admitted each year. Nearly 80
per cent of them are from the sectors of pro-
duction, more than 70 per cent of them are
young, and 40 per cent women. This has brought
about a further improvement of the social com-
position of the ranks of the Party.

Further, speaking about the ideo-political and
professional uplift of cadres as a fundamental
condition for the progress of the country, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia pointed out:

During the past five-year period, the balance
of the work of the Party for the selection and
promotion of cadres, for their general and pro-
fessional education and schooling, is rich. Com-
pared with the situation at the end of 1980, in
1985 our country had 53 per cent more people
with secondary and higher schooling. Another
success of the policy of the Party is that mnow
about 35 per cent of the cadres are the children
of workers or have been workers themselves,
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and 42 per cent are women or girls. This great
army of cadres with schooling, educated by the
Party, has played a major role in all the successes
and advances we hawve achieved.

Dwelling on some questions of the ceaseless
strengthening of the people’s state power and the
ideological work of the Party and the spirit of
revolutionary militancy, Comrade Ramiz Alia said
among other things:

During the years which have passed since the
8th Congress, the ideological and cultural revolu-
tion has developed in depth uninterruptedly,
people’s political consciousness has been raised to
a new level, the militant unity of the people
around the Party has been further steeled.

Our socialist society has continued to advance

unceasingly on the road of its all-round eman-
cipation and civilization. While we rightly consi-
der our advances in the economy beyond any
comparison with the past, the transformations in
the political and ideological convictions of the
people, in their psychology and mentality, in their
way of life and in social relations are unparal-
leled.

Socialism has enriched and ennobled the life
of the people, just as it has liberated them from
a series of chains which kept them locked in
their internal world. It multiplied, strengthened
and filled with new content every valuable thing
the Albanians inherited, their patriotism and spi-
rit of resistance, their moral purity and unyielding
character, their thirst for progress and knowledge
and their democratic sentiments.

Socialism, he continued, has opened to all
the way to live with dignity, through their own
toil, while guaranteeing work for everybody
and ensuring the ceaseless rise of the well-being.

The triumphant doctrine of Marxism-Leninism
and the brilliant teachings of Comrade Enver
Hoxha have remained the basis of the line of
the Party and all its activity. They have en-
abled the Party to find its bearings unerringly
in any situation and to correctly solve the nu-
merous problems to which time has given rise.
The vitality of Marxism-Leninism, its capacity to
be enriched and developed and to be always
the most coherent, contemporary world outlook
are continually confirmed in the practice of our
life.

The attitude towards Marxism-Leninism is a
capital issue for a communist party and the so-
cialist state. Loyalty to its principles and their
correct application determines the fate of the re-
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volution and the successful construction of the
new society. In today’s conditions, when commu-
nism has been betrayed in many countries of
the world, and when the bourgeoisie, reaction
and the revisionists in a united front have hurled
themselves against it in fury, for our Party,
defence of the Marxist-Leninist doctrine and its
application in a creative way is a very great task
of national and international importance.

Speaking about the ideo-political activity of the
Party, Comrade Ramiz Alia dwelt on the unin-
terrupted strengthening of the political and mo-
ral unity of the people. The strength of Albania
lies in its people, and the strength of the people
in their unity around the Party.

Our patriotism all through the ages has been
characterized by a lofty spirit of sacrifice in
the interests of the people and the country, by
the democratic and progressive spirit, and by de-
voted service to the Homeland. History has made
this one of the fundamental features which has
distinguished the Albanians, which has given them
strength to withstand the tempests of history.

Throughout its existence our arty has ad-
hered consistently to the principle of the class
struggle and has waged it on all fronts, in all
stages of the socialist construction.

The struggle against bureaucracy is an impor-
tant task for the ideological work of the Party.
Our Party has the great merit that it has correctly
appreciated the danger of bureaucracy and has
waged a resolute struggle against all manifesta-
tions of it.

Then, Comrade Ramiz Alia dwelt on some
questions of education, culture and science.

Just as in the other sectors of our life, major
successes have been achieved in these fields, too.

Already a complete educational system, with
all the necessary levels and categories of schools,
has been created and consolidated. The party di-
rectives for the revolutionization of the school,
for making the Marxist-Leninist ideology the ba-
sis of it, for the combination of lessons with
productive labour and physical and military edu-
cation, for improving the whole complex of me-
thods and forms of teaching and education, have
been accomplished, in general, with success.

Comrade Ramiz Alia said that the extension
of schooling at all levels will continue in the
future. Secondary schooling, in particular, will
be expanded and developed more rapidly.

Regarding the international situation and the
foreign policy of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia said in his
Report:
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