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FORTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, OUR UNFORGETTABLE LEADER, COMRADE ENVER HOXHA. AT
THE HEAD OF THE ALBANIAN COMMUNISTS, FOUNDED THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBA-
NIA. THIS WAS A DEED WHICH, AS COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA HAS SAID, «GAVE THE ALBANIAN
PEOPLE THE LIGHT THEY WERE LACKING, GAVE THEM THE MIND TO SEE THE FUTURE, GAVE
THEM THE STAFF WHICH WOULD LEAD THEM IN THE TITANIC LIFE-AND-DEATH STRUGGLE».
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The creation of the CPA marked a
radical change of decisive impor-
tance for the history of the coun-
try. From this event stemmed the
roots of the great liberation war
which brought the country and the
people from fascist thralldom into
freedom, from the feudal-bour-
geois oppression and exploitation
to complete liberation from them,
from obscurity into light, from
hunger and poverty into prosperity.
From this event stemmed the roots
of the war which transformed Al-
bania from a dependent country
and a coin of exchange in the hands
of the imperialist big powers into
a country with complete political
and economic independence,inwhich
the people are real masters of their
own destinies, and have sovereign
power.

45 YEARS UT
OF
MARXISM-LI

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA
(TODAY THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBA-

- NIA) WAS CREATED ON NOVEMBER 8, 1941,

FORTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, IN THE CONDI-
TIONS OF THE FASCIST OCCUPATION
OF THE COUNTRY. IT UNDERTOOK THE
ONEROUS BURDEN OF HISTORIC RESPON-
SABILITY TO ORGANIZE AND LEAD THE
ANTI-FASCIST NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR
AND THE PEOPLE’S REVOLUTION IN ALBA-
NIA.

THE CREATION OF THE CPA MARKED A
RADICAL CHANGE OF DECISIVE IMPORTAN-
CE FOR THE HISTORY OF THE COUNTRY.
FROM THIS EVENT STEMMED THE ROOTS OF
THE GREAT LIBERATION WAR WHICH
BROUGHT THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE
FROM FASCIST THRALLDOM INTO FREEDOM,
FROM THE FEUDAL-BOURGEOIS OPPRES-
SION AND EXPLOITATION TO COMPLETE LI-
BERATION FROM THEM, FROM OBSCURITY
INTO LIGHT, FROM HUNGER AND POVERTY
INTO PROSPERITY.

From this event stemmed the roots of the war
which transformed Albania from a dependent
country and a coin of exchange in the hands of
the imperialist big powers into a country with
complete political and econcmic independence, in
which the people are real masters of their own
destinies, and have sovereign power. From this
historic turn stemmed also the strugglé which led
to the establishment of the people’s state power
and which opened the road for the socialist cons-
truction of the country, the struggle of the people,
who, relying on their own forces, without stret-
ching their hand to anyone, have surmounted
great obstacles and hardships, coping with the
imperialist-revisionist encirclement and blockade,
have constantly carried forward the socialist cons-
truction of the country, and ensure the rapid de-
velopment of socialist industry and agriculture,
which successfully meet the ever growing needs
of the country and the demands for the streng-
thening and modernization of the defence of the
Homeland.

In this historic change, in the founding of the
CPA, begins the great ideal of communism, which
in socialist Albania is not just a fine dream,
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but also a real perspective, in the service of
which the whole economic and social development
of today and of the future takes place.

The Party of Labcur of Albania, as a party
of great ideals, as a party of the future, of the
uncontainable progress and of the creation of the
new, happy life for the people, has committed it-
self to and marches resolutely on this road — the
road of the construction of communism.

* *

The founding of the CPA is, first of all, a
radical change in the Albanian communist move-
ment, which was thus raised to a new and higher
qualitative level.

The communist movement in Albania was a
comparatively new one. It emerged as the inevi-
table result of the historical development of the
country, the struggles for freedem, for national
independence and for democracy, and, especially,
as a result of the non-stop development and growth
of the Albanian workers’ movement. The emer-
gence and development of the communist move-
ment speak clearly of the strength and vitality
of the Albanian weorking class, which, though
small in numbers, scattered and still unorganized
on a national scale, was orientated towards and
reached the highest stage, that of the communist
movement.

The emergence and development of the Alba-
nian communist movement was, likewise, the re-
sult of the pewerful, ever growing influence of
the ideas of the Great October Socialist Revolution.

The Albanian communist movement grew ra-
pidly and in the ’30s it was virtually spread over
the entire territory of the country. But the growth
of this movement did not take place without pain,
without hardships and difficulties. As a new, as
yet unconsolidated movement, it had both its
positive and its negative aspects, had its weak-
nesses and shertcomings, because it emerged not
as a united and homogenous movement, but
emerged in the form of diverse groups which held
differing views, frequently diametrically opposed
to and often at war with one another.

Bourgeois elements, casual fellow-travellers,

petty-bourgeois elements, arrivists, ambitious in-
dividuals who became advocates of and spread
Trotskyite, anarchic, social-democratic, ideas and
who strove to use the communist movement for
their personal advantage, for counter-revolutiona-
ry aims, also penetrated into the Albanian com-
munist movement. These Trotskyite and oppor-
tunist elements created ideological unclarity and
confusion in the ranks of the Albanian communist
movement, and worked hard and by all manner
of means in order to lead it up a blind alley, to
cause it to degenerate and finally te liquidate it.
The anti-Marxist ideas of these opportunists
came up against the resolute opposition of the
scund part of communists who refused to accept
the existing division and confusion. Thanks to
their struggle, the idea of uniting the different
groups of communists and of creating a single
political party of the working class became very
popular. Despite this, however, the communists of
different groups were far from finding the com-
mon road and language, because they were ham-
pered by splits and strifes among them, were ham-
pered by the spirit of group discipline and espe-
cially by the intrigues carried on by the oppor-
tunist, Trotskyite and quarrelsome chiefs of the
groups such as Anastas Lula, Sadik Premte, Zef
Malaj, Niko Xoxe, Koco Tashko and others.
The struggle of the communists for unification
entered the right road and was put on new and
sound bases, on a completely principled Marxist-
Leninist basis, only after the creation of the Ti-
rana branch of the Communist Group of Korca
which was headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha. Un-
der his guidance, this branch became, in fact,
the actual centre of the Albanian communist mo-
vement. Comrade Enver Hoxha is the inspirer and
organizer of the struggle for the creation of the
Party. He has the merit of working out the ideo-
logical platform which became the pivot round
which the communists of the different groups ral-
lied and united. The ground for the creation of
the Communist Party of Albania was prepared
completely and in an all-round manner in the
course of the struggle for the implementation of
this platform. The moment had arrived when the-
re was no force capable of stopping this from
taking place, when whoever came out in open op-
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position to the idea of the creation of the party
found himself isclated and was thrown out of
the communist movement. Therefore, it is not an
accident, but the direct outcome of this all-round
preparation that the meeting of the representati-
ves of the sitting on November 8, 1941 adopted
the historic decisicn for the merger of the groups
and the founding of the Communist Party of Al-
bania. This event marked the crowning with com-
plete success of the Marxist-Leninist revolutiona-
ry ideas and efforts of Enver Hoxha and all the
communists of the different groups who worked
and fought together with him and under his di-
rection. To Enver Hoxha goes the great merit of
the achievement of this historic victory. He is the
founder of the CPA.

The founding of the CPA was a radical chan-
ge in the Albanian communist movement, a qua-
litative step which marked the defeat of the
ideological and political views of the Trotskyites,
the anarchists and other opportunists, and the
complete triumph of Marxism-Leninism in the
Albanian worker and communist movement, which
put an end to ideological, organizational and poli-
tical division and confusioen, and established Mar-
xist-Leninist sound unity of thinking and action
in the Albanian communist movement.

The Albanian communists, inspired and led by
Enver Hoxha, conceived and constructed their Par-
ty as a consistent, revolutionary, proletarian party
of the new, Marxist-Leninist type, as a party
that would play the leading and hegemonic role
in the Albanian worker movement and in the
Anti-fascist National Liberation War. Therefore,
after condemning the social-democratic views on
the party of the working class and the views and
activities of the Trotskyites, the Founding Meet-
ing proclaimed without ambiguity that «the Par-
ty should nct be a party of the old type, a party
similar to those of the Second Social-Democrat
International infested with decay, inactivity, ne-
potism, factionalism and betrayal of the interests
of the working class. We want a party capable
of leading the working class in battle to victory.»!

The Founding Meeting discussed and decided
that the ideclogy of the working class, Marxism-
Leninism, which, as the vanguard theory, as an
infallible guide, would point the way at each step,
should be placed at the foundation of the entire
activity of the CPA. In this connection, the Found-
ing Meeting set the task: «..we should sftrive
energetically to uplift the cadres ideclogically,
theoretically and politically through the study of
Marxism-Leninism.»2

The Founding Meeting charged the Provisional
Central Committee with the task of purging all
the literature of the communist groups of anti-
Marxist, Trotskyite, and anarchist material and
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of organizing the publication in Albanian, the
distribution and study of a number of works by
Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, V.I. Lenin, and J.V.
Stalin, and the History of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Short Course.

Thus, right from the start, the Communist Par-
ty of Albania raised to a higher level the impor-
tance of the Marxist-Leninist theory and the com-
munist awareness of its members as a source of
inexhaustible strength, which gives life and vi-
gour to the party, opens up prospects. and points
the way to victory toc the worker movement, the
liberation movement of the oppressed and exploi-
ted masses,

The organization of the CPA would be based
on the principle of democratic centralism which
is the fundamental organizational principle of a
Marxist-Leninist party. The Founding Meeting is-
sued directives to replace, as soon as possible, the
old narrow cells to two or three persons with new
cells. Besides the cells, regional party committees
would be set up, which would guide the work of
the partly organizations in the regions and would
maintain contacts with the leadership of the Party.

The Founding Meeting set the task of streng-
thening the Party with new blood, of increasing
its ranks with new members, with resolute fighters
frem among the workers and poor peasants, doing
away with sectarian fears about the new admis-
sions. For admission to membership, the Meeting
approved the Leninist formula of membership in
the party: «Anyone can betome a member of the
party if he accepts the program of the party, ta-
kes part in a party organization (cell), and pays
his dues.»3

The Founding Meeting devoted special care to
the unity and discipline of the Party. It called
on the communists toc safeguard and ceaselessly
strengthen unity and discipline of the Party, not
to tolerate the infiltration into the Party ranks
of careerist, trouble-making elements of a pro-
nounced petty-bourgeois spirit, who cannot accept
discipline and who create favourable ground for
anti-Party activity. At the same time, the Party
organizations were charged with the task of ex-
pelling from their ranks without hesitation anyone
manifesting anti-Marxist, opportunist and liqui-
datory trends. Nepotism, groupism, factionalism
and breach of discipline were totally incompatible
with membership in the Party.

A question of extreme importance which the
Founding Meeting took up for discussion and
which constitutes one of the fundamental organi-
zational features of the Marxist-Leninist party,
was that of the linking of the Party with the mas-
ses, The Meeting charged the Party with the
task of overcoming the weaknesses of the groups
about this question, of liquidating sluggishness,
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sectarianism and other blunders, and of carrying
out an intensive and systematic propaganda in
order to link itself with the bread masses of the
working class and the peasantry, of carrying out
militant prepaganda and agitation work among
all the strata of the people, of carrying out po-
litical activity with the participation of the broad
masses of the people.

The Founding Meeting devoted an important
part of its work (o the discussion and definition
of the political line, the program of the Party.
Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed that «the Meeting
armed the Party with a clear militant, Marxist-
Leninist program which responded, in general li-
nes, to the immediate tasks that faced us.»%

The strategic aim of the Party, as defined at
the Meeting, was: «To fight for the national inde-
pendence of the Albanian people and for a peo-
ple’s democratic government in an Albania free
from fascism.»” This task was connected closely
with the main contradictions which exisied at that
time in Albania: the contradiction between the
fascist occupiers, who had enslavad the country,
and the Albanian people who wanted to live free
and independent, and the contradiction between
the exploiting ruling classes and the masses of
the people which demanded the establishment of
their freedoms and democratic rights.

In the concrete historical conditions of Alba-
nia, the contradiction .between the fascist occu-
piers and the enslaved people had emerged on
the first plane, while the internal social contra-
diction had receded to the second plane. However,
since the feudal lords and the reactionary bour-
geoisie had become the social support of the oc-
cupiers, these contradictions were interconnected.
Therefore, the CPA did not divorce the fight against
the fascist invaders from the fight against the
traitors and the collaborators with fascism, from
the struggle for a free, independent and people’s
democratic Albania.

In order to achieve this strategic aim, the pro-
gram set as one of its main tasks the uniting and
the militant organization of the people in one
single national liberation front, without distinc-
tion of class, religion, region and political ideas.
In this front, the Founding Meeting stressed, would
be included «all the patriotic and anti-fascist for-
ces of the country». The backbone of this union
would consist of the alliance of the working class
with the peasantry, under the leadership of the
working class and its Party.

The program defined the armed uprising as
the main form of the struggle and as the only
road to attaining the fundamental aim. The Found-
ing Meeting set the task «of disseminating the
idea of a general liberation uprising of the peo-
ple.»®
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The Founding Meeting considered the National
Liberation War of the Albanian people as a cons-
tituent part of the great anti-fascist world war.
It laid particular stress on the need for allying
with the Soviet Union, and for the popularization
of its vanguard role in the liberation war against
fascism. It also stressed the need for ccllaboration
with the peoples of the Balkans, especially with
the Serb, Greek and Montenegrin peoples.

In the successful conclusion of the work of
the Founding Meeting, Enver Hoxha played the
main role. He made a decisive contribution to
the working out and clear definition of the Mar-
xist-Leninist ideological, organizational, tactical
and programmatic bases of the CPA. «The great
act which Enver Hoxha accomplished in that dark
and troubled November of 1941 by founding the
Communist Party gave the Albanian people the
light they were lacking, gave them the mind to
see the future, gave them the staff which would
lead them in the titanic life-and-death struggle.»’

* *

The CPA, led by the Central Committee and
Comrade Enver Hoxha, threw itself immediately,
without reserves and unhesitatingly, into the war
for the implementation of the decisions of the
Founding Meeting. The Albanian communists car-
ried out, first of all, a still more intensive, all-
round and many-formed activity in order to link
themselves with the broad masses of the people,
and in the first place, with the working class,
with the centres of work and production, in which
there were concentrations of workers. The com-
munists worked and fought unsparingly in order
to form close organizational links with the work-
ing class, in order to ensure that the workers oc-
cupied the place they deserved in the Party and
in all the links of the Anti-fascist National Li-
beration Movement. In the course of the war, the
working class rallied as one around the Party. It
gave all-out unreserved support to its vanguard,
the Communist Party of Albania. The working
class, as the Albanian communists wanted and
had decided at the Founding Meeting, became the
backbone of the Party and marched together
with it in the vanguard of the Anti-Fascist Na-
tional Liberation War.

Besides this, the Albanian communists made
a radical change in their work in the countryside,
in forging sound close links with the labouring
peasantry. Sectarianism and hesitation that were
observed before about this question were over-
come and an intensive uninterrupted practical
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activity began for the clarification and mobiiiza-
tion of the peasant masses in the war. The Alba-
nian communists worked and fought with deter-
mination and patience in order to include broad
sections of the peasantry in all the links of the
Anti-fascist National Liberation Movement. Prac-
tice thoroughly confirmed the Party’s assessment
that the peasantry is the progressive force of
the revolution, is the ally of the working class in
the liberation war and in the revolution, and
exposed the Y'rotskyite and other opportunist
views which negated the progressive and pa-
triotic role of the Albanian peasantry. The labour-
ing peasaniry, as the Albanian communists had
decided and foresecen at the Founding Meeting,
became the reliable ally and support of the Party
and of the working class. Convinced that only
its aspirations and desires would be realized un-
der the leadership of the Party, the peasantry
put the shoulder to the Anti-fascist National Li-
beration War and bore the main brunt in it.

The Albanian communists did net neglect the
work to link themselves with the other masses
of the people, especially with the youth and wo-
men, who constituted a great force of the move-
ment, as well as with the patriotic intellectuals,
with honest nationalists, with all Albanians with-
out distinction of class, religion, region and poli-
tical views, with all those who wanted to fight
fascism. Through work and struggle the com-
munisis forged in practice that militant anti-fas-
cist unity of the Albanian people which found
its embodiment in and assumed an organized form
with the creation of the National Liberation Front
in September 1942.

In this way, the Albanian communists succee-
ded in gaining the confidence and unshakeable
support cf the people, and this did not come about
by change but because they showed themselves
to be firm and unyielding fighters who were al-
ways to be found on the first line of the war,
where the danger was greatest, and because the
program they had worked out and implemented
expressed the demands and the aspirations of the
people’s masses, responded well to the fundamen-
tal interests of the working class, the labouring
peasantry, the progressive intelligentsia and all
Albanian patriots. Comrade Ramiz Alia points out,
«The people followed the communists and accepted
their leadership not only on account of their va-
lour, their courage, their sacrifice and self-abne-
gation. Of course, their example had importance,
indeed very great importance, but it was not de-
cisive. The decisive thing was the fact that the
call which the Party made to the people to fight
for the expulsion of the foreign occupiers and
the establishment of the People’s Power expres-
sed their truc desires, their age-long dreams.»* )
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The communists’ intensive and systematic work
to link themselves with the masses proceeded hand
in hand and was accompanied with efforts to find
and use suitable organizational forms to facili-
tate and encourage the mobilization of the masses
and impart ever greater impetus and strength to
the anti-fascist war (through such organizations
as the Communist Youth of Albania, the National
Liberation Front, the national liberation councils,
the guerrilla units, the cetas and the other parti-
san wunits, etc.).

The fact that the CPA ensured the undivided
leadership in the liberation movement within a
very short time is of paramount importance. The
undivided leadership of the Party gave the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War an unprecedented
breadth, propcertions and severity, gave it the new
revolutionary pace and contents, deepened it and
transformed it into a great popular revolution
which brought about national liberation and so-
cial emancipation, the liberation of the workers,
peasantry and other working people from feudal
and bourgeois oppression and exploitation.

«That, perhaps unique, phenomenon which oc-
curred in Albania, where the struggle for national
liberation was combined with a broad popular
revolution, was no accident. Without a profound
ideological convinction and great political clarity
this could not have been achieved. It was Comra-
de Enver Hoxha who placed this great creative
revolutionary idea at the basis of the line of the
Party and the platform of the National Liberation
War, it was Comrade Enver Hoxha who, being
in the leadership of the Party, ai the head of
the National Liberation Front and in command of
the partisan army, made its achievement possible.»’

The undivided leadership of the Party haste-
ned the whole course of the popular revolution
and brought something new, unknown before in
the theory and practice of the revolution: the Na-
tional Liberation War and its crowning with suc-
cess resulted in the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. The transformation of the
popular revolution into the socialist revolution was
prepared gradually and objectively in the process
of uninterrupted development and deepening of
the Anti-fascist National Liberation War and was
crowned with its victory.

So, with the liberation of the country, the fun-
damental question of the revolution — the question
of the state power — was solved completely in
favour of all working people, led by the working
class and its vanguard, the Communist Party of
Albania. The people’s state power in Albania, the
foundations of which had been gradually laid dur-
ing the National Liberation War, was nething but
a state form of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Immediately after Liberation, it exerted the fune-
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tions of the dictatorship of the proletariat, served
as a weapon in the hands of the working class
and its Party for the final liquidation of the re-
sistance of the overthrown exploiting classes, for
the demolition of their economic power, for the
organization and direction of the struggle for the
building of socialism, for influencing the large
masses of small private producers and drawing
them onto the road of socialism, for the ceaseless
strengthening of the defence capacity of the Ho-
meland, for the building and strengthening of
the new socialist order.

* *

Until the end of the Sccond World War Al-
bania was an extremely backward country, with
predominating agrarian relations, with marked
feudal leftovers, with a very low level of the ca-
pitalist development. Agriculture in its state of
great backwardness provided 90.2 per cent of the
total production of the country, most of the acti-
ve population, or 87 per cent of it, was engaged
in agriculture; agriculture had an extensive and
one-sided character, and yields of field crops were
very low. Industry, likewise, was in a state of
extreme backwardness, giving only 9.8 per cent
of the total production of the country, and of
this scarce industrial production 3/4 were accoun-
ted for by the food-stuffs and light industry; the
branches of heavy industry such as the energy
industry, the engineering and other industries,
were owned by foreign capital.

To this profound backwardness were added the
ravages caused during the Second World War,
which made the bad situation of the country and
its economy still worse. Albania suffered very
great damage in human lives and material and
cultural values which. if calculated per capita of
the population, rank among the highest in the
world.

This is the poor patrimony of the past. From
this the CPA and the new people’s state power
began their work for healing the wounds of the
war, for the revival of the economy and for the
socialist development of the country.

Enemies within the country and abroad fore-
cast and awaited the complete and inevitable fai-
lure of Albania, but they waited in vain. The lead-
ing, organizing and mobilizing force of the Party,
which had by now gained great experience in
overcoming such complicated and grave situa-
tions, the rapid revolutionizing measures and acts
of the people’s state power, accompanied with the
unrivalled enthusiasm and uncontainable impetus
at work of the broad masses of town and country-
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side, account for the accomplishment with suc-
cess of the revival of the economy within a short
period of time. The whole of Albania had at that
time become a great construction site, in which
volunteers worked day and night, and at the end
of 1946, about two years after Liberation, the
destructions of the war had been ligquidated, in
general, and the production level of 1938, the
pre-war year, was reached again. That was a ma-
jor victory.

In these two years, at the same time as the
work and the struggle for the reconstruction of
the economy was going on, the Party and the
people’s state power consistenily applied the line
of the development of the revolution on the road
of socialism. This line found its concrete expres-
sion in the elaboration and implementation of a
broad program of democratic and socialist mea-
sures. It realized in practice the aspirations for
which the workers, peasants and other working
people had fought, and brought about a major re-
volutionary overthrow in the Albanian economy
and society. Beginning from the liberation of the
country until the end of 1946, revolutionary acts
were adopted for the institution of the state con-
trol of production, which was actually workers’
control; for the expropriation of property owned
by the occupation powers and their subjects in
Albania; for the nationalization of the main means
of production in the possession of local bourgeoi-
sie; for the nationalization of the National Bank
and the ligquidation of other banks; for reforms
in the field of currency and credit; for the extra-
ordinary progressive taxation on war profits which
the bourgeoisic had made during the war; for
the establishment of state monopoly of the fo-
reign trade and of hard currency; for the imple-
mentation of the Land Reform according to the
principle «the land belongs to the tiller,» etc.

These measures brought about qualitative chan-
ges in the economic and social structure of the
country. The economic domination of foreign ca-
pital was liquidated; the big bourgeoisie and land-
owners lost their economic power, were divested
of ownership of the means of production; a new
economic base was created which enabled the
people’s state power to proceed with success on
the road of the building of socialism; with the
establishment of the state socialist ownership the
premises were created for the establishment of
the socialist relations of production and the eco-
nomic laws of socialism began to operate, with
which the organization and development in a
planned and proportionate manner of secial pro-
duction was becoming a possibility.

The demolition of the economic power of the
overthrown classes and the establishment of the
socialist ownership of the means of production
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marked the first decisive step on the road of so-
cialist construction. However, the Party was fully
aware that this was only the beginning, and that
in order to pull the country out of the profound
backwardness and fo build socialism it was ne-
cessary, first, tc secure the rapid development of
the productive forces, and on this basis, to build
the material-technical base of socialism. The deci-
sive link for the attainment of this objective was
the socialist industrialization., «The transition of
our country from the state of technical-economic
and semi-feudal backwardness directly to the
construction of socialism, by-passing the phase of
developed industrial capitalism,» Comrade Enver
Hoxha stressed, «faced our Party with one of the
most vital and urgent tasks — the creaticn of in-
dustry through the socialist industrialization and
the electrification of the country.»"

Eloquent proof of the brilliant results in the
socialist industrialization of the couniry is the
fact that the whole industrial production of the
pre-war year, 1938, was turned out by the so-
cialist industry in only two days of the year 1984.
In 1938 the part of industrial production in the
total production of the country was 9.8 per cent,
whereas in 1983 it increased to 69.8 per cent.
In the three last decades industrial production in-
creased at an annual average rate of about 12.5
per cent.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, «The creation
and strengthening of our multi-branched, heavy
and light industry, based firmly on our own re-
sources and assets and with clear prospects of de-
velopment, is a monumental deed of cur Party and
people, achieved with great toil, sacrifice and
unrivalled heroism, a deed of historic importance
for the present and future generations.»'!

The sccialist industry in Albania developed in

 the conditions of a stern class stwiggle against

internal and external enemies who opposed the
policy of industrialization, the development of
the heavy industry, especially the energy industry.
The modern revisionists, beginning with the Yu-
goslav revisionists and the Soviet and the Chinese
revisionists later, resorted to all means and found
all imaginable pretexts to sabotage cur industria-
lization, with the aim of reducing Albania to de-
pendence on them. But all their efforts failed in
the face of the staunch and consistent stand of
the Party to continue unswervingly on the road
of socialist industrialization.

Simultanecusly with the socialist industriali-
zation, the Party worked out and imvlemented the
policy of the collectivization, which had vital and
decisive importance. The collectivization of agri-
culture is a universal law of the construction of
the socialist society and the only road for the
correct and final solution of the complicated agra-
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rian question, for the socialist transformation of
the countryside and for the intensification and
modernization of agricultural production.

The socialist nationalization of the main means
and implements of production and their further
development did not provide the complete answer
to the solution of the problem of the creation of
the economic base of socialism. The economic ba-
se of the state of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat is incomplete as long as the socialist coo-
peration of small producers of town and country-
side is not completed, too.

The successful accomplishment of the socialist
cooperation cf the small urban and rural producers
of Albania completed the framework of the socio-
economic transformations in the field of owner-
ship of the means of production. In 1960, only
16 years after Liberation and the establishment
of the people’s state power, in Albania the multi-
formed economy was replaced by a single system
of the economy. In the socialist economy, the so-
cialist ownership in its twe forms, state and coo-
perativist, had been established on the whole sys-
tem of the national econcmy, and the economic
base of socialism in town and countryside had
been built, in general.

Once the construction of the economic base of
socialism was completed, Albania was prepared
to enter a new historical stage, the stage of the
complete construction of the socialist society. The
complete construction of the socialist society has
been always seen by the Party as a complex and
all-sided process of development, which affects
both the base and the superstructure, the produc-
tive forces and the relations of production, the
material and cultural development of the society,
etc. For cver a quarter of a century our Party
has resolutely entered this rcad, and has been
fighting with success, concentrating its attention
on the main tasks of this stage, and especially on
the continuation of the comgplete construction of
the material-technical base of socialism at rapid
rates. The decisive factor in the achievement of
this goal is, as always, the socialist industry and,
first of all, the heavy industry. The draft-directi-
ves of the 8'h Five-year Plan (1985-1990) repre-
sent a new important step on the road of the com-
plete construction of the material-technical base
of socialism.

The building of socialism is connected closely
also with deep-going revolutionary changes in the
field of education and culture. In the conditions
of the existence of the people’s state power and of
the socialist construction, the cultural backward-
ness and illiteracy were gradually liquidated, the
educational and cultural level of the people was
raised ceaselessly. Albania has been transformed
gradually intoc a vast hearth of culture, into a



ALBANIA TODAY

school. One in every three persons today attends
school regularly. Secondary schooling has beco-
me a phenomenon of a mass character. Higher
education has assumed an extensive davelopment
and a large army of the people’s intelligentsia has
been created, which loyally serves the people and
socialism. In 1983, as against 1969, Albania had
13.2 times as many working people with higher
education, while the number of eople with voca-
tional secondary schooling was 63 times as great
as in 1950 and 16 times as great as in 1960. The
numker of professional institutions of culture and
art has continuously increased.

The example of socialist Albania proves clearly
that the triumph of the revolution and the suc-
cessful construction of socialism is non-interrup-
ted and guaranteed when it is the people who for-
ge it. All victories, from the creation of the Party
onward have been achieved without stretching
our hand to anyone for help, they are the resuit
of the work, the struggle and toil of the Albanian
people themselves, and not of foreigners’  aid,
which not only has been quite insignificant, but
has had a predatory imperialist character. Com-
rade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, «Not only
has the aid of foreigners been very restricted,
but as experience has proved, althosugh provided
under the disguise of proletarian iniernationalism,
in essence it had an enslaving imperialist charac-
ter.. But when we saw that with the aid that
they provided the Titoites, the Soviet revisionists
and those of the countries of Eastern Europe, and
Mao Zedong’s China had ulterior, hostile, enslaving
aims, or intended to turn Albania into an appen-
dage dependent on them, so that it would lose
its freedom and independence, we tore the mask
from them and told them bluntly and clearly that
socialist Albania, the Party of Labour of Albania,
and the Albanian people were not for sale for
a handful of rags, or for a few rubles, dinars or
yuan, just as they had not sold themselves to
the Anglo-American imperialists for their handout
of rags or for their pounds sterling and dollars.»"

* *

The long revelutionary road socialist Albania
has traversed has not been an easy one. The
Party and the Albanian people have had to con-
front and surmount many obstacles and difficul-
ties, to cope with numerous enemies, internal and
external, to tread on explored and unexplored
paths.

The difficulties became immeasurably greater,
the situation was complicated and became espe-
cially tense and threatening a quarter of a cen-
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tury ago, when the betrayal of the Soviet revi-
sionists occurred. Khrushcehevite revisionism, which
had the CPSU by the throat and caused il to
degencrate, brought about catastrophic consequen-
ces for the Soviet Union, the socialist camp and
the international worker and communist move-
ment. The Khrushchevite revisionist renegades
and their minions were the cause of the destruc-
tion of socialism in the Soviet Union and in the
other former sccialist countries, of the split in
the international worker and communist move-
ment, of the spread of modern revisionism in the
communist parties of Europe and other countries
of the world. The betrayal by the modern revi-
sionists, with the Soviet revisionists at the head,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has stressed, is the greatest
betrayal the history of mankind has ever known
and the greatest service these traitors have ren-
dered to world capitalism. The revisionist peace-
tui counier-revolution did what the imperialists
and international reaction wanted and dreamed of
but could not realize, what the intervention, the
Hitlerite fascist aggression, the cold war, failed
to achieve.

The Pariy of Labour of Albania and its glo-
rious leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha, had the
courage to stand up unhesitatingly in face of the
many and powerful revisionist enemies, stood up
with firm confidence in victory because they we-
re fighting for a just cause, for the defence of
the revolulion, socialism and Marxism-Leninism,
which had been made the target of attacks by the
modern revisionists and the entire world reaction.

The irreducible resistance and the staunch and
uncompromising struggle of the Party of Labour
of Albania against modern revisionism has only
one source and cenly one explanation: its unsha-

2able loyalty to Marxism-Leninism.

The experience of the struggle of the PLA
against modern revisicnism is reflected in the do-
cuments of the Party and the Works of Comrade
Enver Hoxha, among which a special places is oc-
cupied by Imperialism and the Revolution, Yugo-
slav «Self-administration» — a Capitalist Theory
and Practice, The Khrushchevites, Reflections on
China, Eurocommunism Is Anti-communism, With
Stalin, When the Party Was Born, The Titoites,
etc. In these works we find thorough and all-
sided analyses of the causes of the emergence and
spread of modern revisionism, of its ideological
roots and bourgeois contents, of its counter-re-
volutionary role as a splitter; in them we find
a sharp and biting criticism of modern revisionism
as a whole and of each separate current, Soviet,
Yugoslav, Chinese, Eurocommunist, ete., in par-
ticular.

Of great interest are also the vital lessons the
PLA has drawn from the betrayal and the bitter
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experience of the modern revisionists and the
complexity of wide-ranging measures which nowa-
days are known under the name of the further
revolutionization of the Party and the whole life
of the country. These revolutionizing measures ha-
ve closed all paths to the invasion of bourgeois-
revisionist degeneration and constitute a comple-
te guarantee that the tragedy which cccurred in
the Soviet Union and in the other former socialist
countries should never occur in Albania, that so-
cialist Albania should remain always the bastion
and basis of the revolution and socialism.

*
* *

On the 45th anniversary of the founding of
the Party of Labour of Albania, the Albanian

History of the Party of Labour of Albania, «Naim
Frashéri» Publishing House, Tirana 1971, p. 88, Eng.ed.
Idem.

Ibidem, p. 90.

Enver Hoxha, When the Party Was Born, «8 Néntori»
Publishing House, Tirana 1981, p. 220, Alb. ed.

5 Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 26, Alb. ed.
Idem.

Ramiz Alia, Enver Hoxha and His Work Live and
Will Live For Ever, «8 Néntori» Publishing House,
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communists and people have the right to take
pride in the glorious revolutionary road they
have traversed, in the great class battles and in
the splendid victories they have achieved. Seeing
the future with unshakeable confidence and Te-
volutionary optimism they have mobilized them-
selves and are fighting with all their might in or-
der to go to the celebrations of the anniversary of
the Party of Labour of Albania and its 9th Con-
gress with complete success, as they have always
done on such occasions. They, both the commu-
nists and the people, are ready to undertake new
tasks and to march, rallied as one around the CC
of the PLA with Comrade Ramiz Alia at the
head, with confidence and at a more rapid pace
on the road of the building of socialism and com-
munism in Albania,

Tirana 1985, p. 6, Eng. ed.

8 Ibidem, pp. 7-8.

9 Ibidem, p. 7.

10 Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 22, p. 121, Alb. ed.

11 Enver Hoxha, Report to the 8th Congress of the PLA,
«8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana 1981, p. 18;
Eng. ed.

12 Enver Hoxha, Message of Greetings Addressed to the
Albanian People, «8 Néntori» Publishing House, Tirana
1985, p. 16, Eng. ed.
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ON THE 45* ANNIVERSARY

OF THE FOUNDING OF THE PLA

THE FOUNDING"

(EXTRACTS)
(From the book

- by Comrade ENVER HOXHA
«When the Party Was Born» - Memoirs)

In the night of November 8, 1941, our Party was born, which would lead
the Albanian people in the greatest battles of all their history. It was
born from the bosom of the people, in their revolutionary fire and ardour,
which never died in the centuries, it emerged as a shining sun in the sini-
ster darkness of slavery and fascist terror which had riven the country

and the people

THE NIGHT BEFORE NOVEMBER 8 WE WENT TO THE SMALL HOUSE
WHERE WE WERE EXPECTED. IN THESE REMINISCENCES I WILL NOT
DESCRIBE IT, BECAUSE THE HOUSE WHERE THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF ALBANIA WAS FOUNDED HAS NOW BECOME A DISTINGUISHED MO-
NUMENT OF OUR COUNTRY, WHICH IS KNOWN BY OLD AND YOUNG
IN ALBANIA, BY THOUSANDS AND THOUSANDS OF FOREIGN FRIENDS,
COMRADES AND VISITORS. THE BY-STREETS ALL AROUND WERE MA-
DE SAFE WITH ARMED COMRADES, RESOLUTE AND CALM.
CAREFUL INVESTIGATIONS HAD BEEN MADE PREVIOUSLY ABOUT THE
FAMILIES IN ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD. THEY WERE FAMILIES OF THE POOR
WORKERS, APPRENTICES AND PATRIOTS.

In the dark of night we went into
the small house one by one, in order
and in silence. All windows were sea-
led with blankets. No light could be
seen. No sound escaped. Complete il-
legality. We entered the small house
Wwith great hopes, with indescribable
joy and confidence, but, to tell the
truth, as we felt then, all this was
shrouded in a veil of anxiety. Each

one of us, who came here with the
great desire to create the Party, said
to himself: «How will things go? Will
we achieve our sacred goal?-

On November 8, 1941, we began
the first meeting of the representati-
ves of the three communist groups.

The Group of Korca, as the senior
and biggest group in the Communist
Movement of Albania until then had

‘the honour to open the Founding Meet-

ing. As I have noted elsewhere be-
fore, the group had charged me to
make the speech. I stood up.

«Comrades», I began, «it is a great
joy and honour for our Group of
Korca and for me personally to be
given the floor first.»

I was very stirred by emotions, but
by and by «the machine» began lo
«gear up».

«In the beginning,» said I, «I invi-
le the Meeting to honour the memory
of all the communist comrades and
other valiant fighters, Albanians and
foreigners, who have fallen and are
falling. in the field of honour fighting
against fascism for the freedom of
the peoples; to honour the memory
of Ali Kelmendi, Mujo Ulqginaku and
other simple sons of our people who
turned their rifles to the fascist in-
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vadors; to honour the memory of the
heroes of the Snanish War, the heroes
of the great Soviet Union who ave
laying down their lives in the war
for liberation from the na=zi beast: fo
honour our brothers, the Yugoslav
communist heroes, who have fallen in
the field of battle»

We stood up and observed one mi-
nute’s silence.

After these preliminaries, I put for-
ward the proposal of the Group of
Korca for the founding of the Party
on the first day of the Meeting, as
we had previously established in our
group.

«Comrades,» I said in the beginning
of my speech, «on behalf of the Groun
of Korca I want to greet the first
joint Meeting of the representatives
of the three communist grouns and
the comrades here present. We wish
this Meeting complete success in its
work. We, for our part, are convinced
that the discussions that will be held
at this Meeting will be fruitful. it
depends on all of us to make them
fruitful. We of the Groun of Korca
are confident that you, also, have co-
me to this meeting not in order lo
quarrel with us as enemies, but %o
discuss, sternly if need be, but as
communists. In our opinion, the prin-
ciples by which our work will be
guided have and must have priorily,
and these principles should be pure,
always in accord with the lessons
of our great teachers, Marx, Encels.
Lenin and Stalin. These nrincinles
should promote and guide. in the firsi
place, the political. ideological, orga-
nizational and military thinking and
actions of all of us and of all the
Albanian communists. Is this what has
happened until today? We of the
Group of Korca say now, in the be-
ginning of the Meeting, that in our
opinion these principles have been
understood and applied in a different
manner by the different communist
groups. Sometimes they have been an-
blied correctly, sometimes they have
been applied incompletely, but there
are also'many cases in which thev
have been badly distorted. We have
gathered here precisely in order to put
the Marxist-Leninist principles correot-
ly into practice, and for this we must

discard, fight and reject the rest,
whatever is Trotskyite, anarchic and
fascist under any cover. We shall dis-
cuss all these things and we think
we must keep nothing hidden in the
re-esses of our conscience, but lav
honestly on the table everything there
is in our hearts and minds, be-
cauze only in this way shall we ma-
nage to understand one another and
serve our great cause which has fo
do with the present and the future
of the people and the Homeland. We
communists, in particular, should pla-
ce the cause of the liberation of the
peovnle and the Homeland above eve-
rything. There is only one aim in
our life, it is and will be the fight
for the havpiness of the peonle. The-
refore, comrades, let us first turn our
attention to the present and then ana-
lyse the past, and reach a common
conclusion about how we should or-
ganize and direct the war in the fu-
ture.

«It is clear to everyone of us that
the Homeland is in great distress. For
more than two years our people arve
languishing under the hateful jack-
boot of Italian fascism and suffering
in the hands of traitor quislings. This
heavy thralldom that was put on our
people was perpetrated by the despot
Ahmet Zog, the 1local feudal Ilords
and the bourgeoisie. Our peovle have
never bent their backs before fo-
reigners or local tyrants. They have
always taken uo arms, have foucht
in the centuries for freedom and have
won, have been overrun acgain and
again they have stood un and shed
their blood, demonstrating that the
Albanians cannot live without freedom:.

«With the occupation of the country
we suffered a great shock. The idea
of the liberation of the Homeland
was nested in our hearts and stirred
our energies. but the occunier found
us communists divided and in strife,
at a time when the moments deman-
ded that we ought to have been move

united than ever. The country was’

smouldering like a volcano. Poweful
demonstrations of the peoole burst,
forth all over the country. '

«It is true that on us. the commu-
nists of various groups, fell the sreat
task and the honour to organize these
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demonstrations and t{o stand in the
foremost ranks of them, but we did
not carry out our task as we should.
We, too, shouted together with the
people: <Weapons, weapons, we want
weapons!> But who were we asking
for weapons? Ahmet Zog, the arch-
bandit and traitor, who had sold the
Homeland and who, in order to es-
cape the hatred of the people, fled
taking away bags full of gold? Or
were we asking them of the Zogite
employees and the senior officers and
other traitors who were preparing to
receive the occupiers with flowers?

«Here we, communists, made a mis-
take. We ought not 1o have asked for
the weapons, because those who kept
them, the feudal lords and the bour-
geoisie, were our enemies, the ene-
mies of the people. These enemies
could not give us weapons, because
they necded them 1o use them in
order to drawn in blood the resistan-
ce of the people and to support the
occupier. What we ought to have done
was to attack the depots, to take the
weapons by force, to arm the people,
to organize them in guerrilla units
and cetas and to attack the enemy
from all quarters. From the beginning
we failed to organize this kind of
resistance. Why? Because we, in the
first place, the communists, were unor-
ganized and divided, because not all
of us conceived the war against the
occupier in the same manner.

«The situation in which we were
greatly favoured the archeo-Marxists,
the Trotskyites and the agents of the
bourgeoisie and fascism, who profited
from it and easily smread their hosti-
le, anti-communist, anti-Albanian theo-
ries with which they wanted to keep
us divided, as they had succeeded in
doing during the Zogite regime. For
more than two yvears now the Ttalian
occupiers, the quislings and the pseudo-
democrat traitors have been working
with might and main to suppress the
people’s resistance which is mounting.
We, communists, enter=d into the war
against the occupiers, but this war was
rather a ~<bloodless» war: to stoo peo-
ple from joining the Albanian Fascist
Party, to abandon the <Dopolavoro-?
and the <Dante Alighieri>,> to refuse
to give the Roman salute, and such
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other things. Of course, we did some
propaganda against the occupiers, car-
ried out small-scale sabotage and is-
sued the odd leaflet. But I must add
without entering into detail that the
three groups did not wage this kind
of war in the same manner and as
we should. There were groups who
did this under the influence of the
views of their archeo-Marxist and
Trotskyite chiefs such as Niko Xoxi,
Aristidh Qendro, Andrea Zisi, Dhimi-
tér Fallo, Zef Mala and others, who
were and are agents provocateur of
fascism under cover.

«Consequently, our communist groups
did not think more about how to or-
ganize and start the war as they
should, but tried only to come into
a social-democrat accord with one
another.

«Of course, unity had to be created
first and factionalism liquidated, but
this could not be achieved through
such a compromise which had nothing
constructive in itself, because it left
the field open to the spread of de-
featist ideas: <We cannot begin the
war», <we have no proletariat,» «we
still cannot form a communist party,>
<we must first train our cadres,» and
other Trotskyite slogans like these
which stank and had their origin . in
the workshops of the fascist occupiers.

«The past of the communist groups
should become a lesson for us, Today
our hopes are great. The knife of
oppression and poverty has cut the
people to the bone. The people are
ready to fight with arms. The youth
is aflame. We communists are con-
vinced that the victory will be with
the people, will be with us. Hitlerite
Germany attacked the glorious Soviet
Union, but there is no doubt that it will
be defeated by the Soviet peoples and by
the Red Army, organized and tempe-
red in the revolution by Lenin and
Stalin. We must organize the armed
struggle as soon as possible without
delay. It is up to us, communists, to
prepare, organize and lead the gene-
ral uprising. But the question is how
to organize and lead it? Divided as
we are in groups, split as we are by
all sorts of ideas, each one pulling
it in his own way?

«Shall we, comrades, continue, at

this meeting held in illegality, under
the threat of a savage occupier who
has captured our country, to quarrel
and fail to find the common language
as communists, now before the storm?
We of the Group of Korca think that
we must not continue any longer in
this way. Does Marx teach us this?
Do ILenin and Stalin teach us this?
No, they teach us the opposite. We
must be united as one against the
enemy, we must be organized and
fight mercilessly until our complete
victory,

«We must fight as our people have
always fought, throughout their histo-
ry from the time of Skanderbeg and
before. Like our people, who have
never sat with folded arms, we, too,
must fight for a free democratic Al-
bania without occupiers, without trai-
tors, without oppression and exploi-
tation. And to achieve this we must
unite like communist brothers, linked
together by one aim. No advance can
be made if we proceed as we have
done until now, we cannot and must
not continue with compromises, as we
did before. Everything must be done
in an organized manner, we must jud-
ge and act in everything on the road
pointed out by our Marxist-Leninist
ideology, according to the example of
the Bolshevik Party. This ideology
must guide our Meeting which, I think,
will not achieve the result we want
if it is guided by the morbid group spi-
rit.

«For this spirit of groups to be li-
quidated we must, in the first place,
decide to merge the groups and form
the Communist Party of Albania. Are
we Albanian communists or not? Do
we want t{o create and to have our
Communist Party which should lead
the people in the war, should realize
the minimum and maximum program
we will have, or not? Let us answer
these main questions first and then,
if we are communists, let us discuss
them as communists, with a sense
of responsibility, with a clear mind
and open heart» I was silent for a
moment, drew a deep breath to over-
come the emotion and, with a slightly
higher voice, I said:

«Comrades, the proposal of the Group
of Kor¢ca is this:
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«“We must form the Communist Par-
ty of Albania on the basis of the
mandates the comrades of our groups
gave us before we came to this Meet-
ing, and after solemnly and wunani-
mously deciding to found the Com-
munist Party of Albania, we can go
on with debates and discussions.

«Our foremost aim is the forma-
tion of the Party. This is required by
the objective necessity, is required by
the working class, is required by the
communists, is required by the histo-
ric moments which our country is
going through, is required by the peo-
ple who call on us to hurl ourselves
into the war together with them. Com-
rades, we cannot avoid this  main
objective any longer. The time and
the situation demand that we form
without delay our Communist Party
of the Lenin-Stalin type, as a vanguard
of the National Liberation Movement
and of the war for a people’s demo-
cratic Albania.

«The Party that we will found will
give us the correct solution to all
problems and questions we will discuss.
This time we, communists, will think,
discuss, decide and act with a new
Spirit, with g different style and me-
thod, because from the moment the
Party is founded we and all our
comrades will have our Communist
Party.

«Comrades, this is all I have to say
as a beginning,» said I and sat down.

Qemal Stafa took the floor, The rest,
like me, followed him attentively, I
remember roughly the main ideas of
his discussion. He made a correct in-
troduction about the war we, as com-
munists, must wage against fascism,
then he spoke about the essence of
fascism and its danger, bringing theo-
retical arguments and practical exam-
ples from life. He said that fascism is
the sworn enemy of the peoples, the
communists and the revolution. He
quoted some bassages from the fa-
mous report of Dimitrov.

«But we, some more, some others
less,» Qemal continued, «did not un-
derstand and apply the instruction, ad-
vice and directives of the Comintern
and Dimitrov as we should. This is
a big mistake on our part, and we of
the @roup of Shkodra make self-criti-
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cism about this. T have ecriticisms to
make regarding the Group of Korea
but T will not dwell on this question
now, because I agree with Enver that
we must return to these questions la-
ter.»

I liked this very much and felt
more confident, because I understood
that Qemal and his comrades agreed
with our proposal for the formation
of the Communist Party of Albania.

Qemal continued h speech linking
the problem with the world war and
with the occupation of our country,
with the absolute necessity of organ
ing the armed struggle. So, he too. rea-
ched the same conclusion as we, and
winding up, | ressed  himself
firmly:

«We endorse the proposal of the
Group of Korca, which Comrade Enver
Hoxha made: we must found the
Communist Party of Albania without
delay. Any further negotiation and
later conclusion will be done th our
Party formed.»

An indescribable joy filled my heart.
It seemed to me that Qemal was mv
life-long friend, from my childhond
till that mome when we were dis-
cussing, in that small room. one of
the greatest issues of the centuries-
long history of our peop I wanted
to hold him and his comrades close
to my bosom. It s to me that
all obstacles were lifted. th Party
would be formed without fail.

I waited impatiently till the bre

Once we were out, 1 went up to
Qemal, gave him hand, pulled him
towards myself and embraced him

strongly. We even kissed and said to
each other: «Glory in the centfuries
to our Communist Party !

The time of the break passed quick-
ly and we went down again to the
room of negotiations. Now it was
dim inside, because, as is known, 1n
November the night draws on rapidly,
the night grows longer and the day
becomes shorter.

Shortly after we returned to our

V. Kilica:
«IN THE DAWN OF NOVEMBER 8»
(painting).
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seats. The meeting started again. The
small oil lamp on the table cast a
pale light on our faces. To this light
was added the flicker from the wood
burning in the fireplace, which Vausil
and a comrade next to him attended
from time to time. Set on a tripod
there was a pot of white beans boil-
ing for supper, and the simmer of it
accompanied the discussion of the si-
nister Anastas Lula’

From what he said I remember
that he, unlike us, began his discus-
sion with a twist:

«We have gathered in this meeting,»
said Anastas, «to discuss the work
which the different communist groups
have done and to judge the line each
one of them has followed, which group
has had a correct line and which a
wrong line. Our group has much to
say in this direction, of course, and
especially against the Group of Korca
and against the man who is at its
head, Koco Tashko, in particular, who
is one of the main causes of the di-
vision. But we of the <«Youth» group
observed for some time that he has
not been alone in his activity. He,
with a number of other comrades of
his group, have harmed the cause,
have always passed themselves off as
legislators of communism, have claimed
that their group only was the party
and they only had connections with
the Comintern.»

Anastas had begun with attacks, in
the manner of a saboteur. 1t was ob-
vious that nothing, be it formal, had
changed in him and his ways. His
stand was really revolting, but we
had to keep our aplomb, because we
knew well that he was a dirty pro-
vocateur, Koco was red with anger
and kept shifting on his seat. Anastas
continued:

«Whenever a comrade came from
political emigration, the leadership of
the Group of Korca would say at once
that directives from the Comintern
had come (obviously he was hinting
at the directives which reached the
Albanian communist movement in
1937). But we knew that there were
other comrades, besides those of the
Group of Korca, who came and who
brought directives (he meant Andrea
Zisi, the archeo-Marxist, who came

from Greece with a seal made in
Athens, in which there was something
like this written: <CPA, section of the
Comintern>). Which one should we
trust? We trusted those which our com-
munist conscience told us that they
were correct, and that is why we
gradually began to depart from the
Group of Korca until in 1940 we emer-
ged as a group on our own. The
Group of Korca has accused and con-
tinues to accuse us as splitters, fac-
tionalists, Trotskyites, archeo-Marxists
and what not.

«But you, Qemal», continued Qorri,?
«what made you of the Group of
Shkodra change your opinion now.
Our two groups have had unity of
thinking and action. We were convin-
ced that our political and ideological
stands were communist and correct.
We, of the <Youth> Group, continue
to think as before.»

That was a base provocation of
Qorri, this time in the direction of the
Group of Shkodra, a provocation made
with the aim of offending them and
of threatening them if they drifted
away from his group.

Qemal replied immediately, in a
firm tone:

«Our two groups have had ideas
which coincided about many things,
but they have also had ideas which
did not coincide. What united us was
the spirit of group work, which had
blinded us and prevented us from
seeing the contradictions between our
two groups, because we had directed
the fight against the Group of Korca.
But the communists are people who
reflect, and can see the new horizons
which are being opened before us and
will help us judge more profoundly
about the situation and the great
events- which are developing. Precise-
ly this change in our ideas is not
the change of a bourgeois, as you
think, Anastas Lula,» Qemal conclu~
ded, «but a change of a communist.»

«You put it very correctly, Comra-
de Qemal», I said, «and that is what
we, the communists of the Group of
Korga, think, too.»

Anastas was driven to the wall. He
deserved a firm reply, but we had
to be careful not to exacerbate things
to the extreme before the Party was
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founded. This had to be born in mind,
not for the sake of these two incor-
rigible Trotskyites, but for the sake
of the members of the grass-roots of
the «Youth» group, who had been
misled and would certainly become
good members of the Party which we
were to form presently. Chafing them
at that moment might drive them to
abandon the meeting, a thing which
would give their group an argument
to say: «We did not commit ourselves».
On the contrary, we had to be very
careful towards them and to succeed
in the formation of the Party, which
was the unshakeable will of all
the communists of this group, regard-
less of the ideas and desires of their
chiefs. After the formation of the
Party, we could discuss and carry
debates to the extreme, because de-
bates would be then held within the
Party, within its Marxist-Leninist
norms.

Therefore, without allowing Anastas
to go further with his work of sabo-
tage, I intervened and said to him:

«Comrade Anastas, there is nothing
wrong with the proposal made by the
Group of Korg¢a. It is a Leninist pro-
posal, which has nothing contrary to
the theory and the norms which guide
the activity of the Bolshevik Party
that Lenin founded. If Lenin were
alive, or if we could consult Stalin,
they would certainly have advised us:
<Form the Communist Party as soon
as possible, because you are very late,
then make bolshevik self-criticism,
set new tasks and, as the vanguard
of the working class, forge ahead in
battles towards victory.»

«Therefore, we shall not make the
formation of the Party conditional on
the solution of the disagreements we
have had until today, but shall con-
dition it on the supreme task which
the situation imposes on us. Our disa-
greements should be solved, ironed out,
through discussion and debates, but
not about the question: <Should we
form the Party or not?> The situation
is ripe for the formation of the Party
with such unity that it should be to
the level of the task for the libera-
tion of the Homeland.»

And still standing I continued:

«Comrades, we, the groups, have al-
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so scored some successes but we ha-
ve made mistakes, too. Mistakes have
been made, not only by you, Anastas,
but also by us of the Group of Korca
and by those of the Group of Shkodra,
some more some less. We shall not
hide them, on the contrary, we shall
criticize them regardless of who has
committed them. This meeting, which
I consider a historic one, should not
be predominated by the will of any
group, this meeting should be predo-
minated by the sound will of the
Marxist-Leninists, the iron will of the
Albanian communists who have resol-
ved the form of the Party and to
fight with valour, with a lofty feeling
of supreme sacrifice for their people,
until they free themselves definitively
from the yoke of the occupiers, the
landowners and the bourgeoisie of the
country, by the will of those commu-
nists who have resolved to make
the revolution and to bring the work-

ing class to power for the building of -

socialism.

«Comrades, we all know what par-
ty we want, what party we should
form and with what features we must
temper it. I said in the baginning and
I will stress again that we will cre-
ate a party of the Lenin-Stalin type
in which there will be no factions and
group work, as there has been until
now in our movement. This situation
must be ended! In our new Party
which we will found, we must establish
unity of thinking and action and not
accept the will of one or another
individual. Our Party will be guided
by one theory, the theory of Marx
and Lenin; any deviation from it and
the carriers of this deviation will be
mercilessly dealt with. In our Party
there will be democracy in the expres-
sion of opinions, but there will be dis-
cipline and centralism, too. We will
discuss and make decision on these
questions one by one, will decide also
about how the Party will be built,
what forms will its cells and commit-
tees have.»

After the next break, Ramadan Ci-
taku took the floor. That was the
first time I saw him. At this meeting
I had a good impression of him and
I instantly came to like him. He was
sparing of words and calm in gestures

and in conversation. When he smoked
he drew deeply at the cigarette as
if to send the smoke to the bottom
of his lungs. He was young, but looked
old because he wore a moustache, for
which they called him Baca (dad).

Baca with his deep bass voice spoke
briefly. In essence he said:

«We have gathered here to solve
our problems, because we cannot go
on as we have done until now. I want
that we form the Party and agree
with what Comrade Enver expounded.
I am of the same group as Anastas
and Sadik, and I still cannot under-
stand Anastas’ reasoning,. I am c¢on-
vinced that many comrades of our
group will have the same opinion
about it. There’s nothing wrong and
everything is good in founding the
Party as soon as possible. We have
also criticism and self-criticism to
make, but from today onward I want
the Party and not the group, therefo-
re I am for the founding of the Party.»

That was all Baca said and he
sat down. His words were another
blow at Qorri and Xhepi, but this
time it came from one of their own
group, which they did not expect.

After Baca, Miladin spoke and Du-
San translated. Baca made an occa-
sional correction. Miladin spoke for
nearly one hour. In the beginning he
thanked us for having rescued him
from the internment camp and for
the great confidence we all had in him.
He said this confidence belonged to
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia.

«I am a member of that Party and
I have orders that, with the propo-
sal of the Albanian communists,» he
continued, «I should give my modest
help and whatever experience I have,
little as it may be, placing it, as an
internationalist, in the service of the
Communist Party of Albania which
you will form. In all the Albanian
communist comrades I found a love
and sincerity of communists towards
me. You opened your hearts to me
and so did I. It is a short time since
we know one another, but it seems
as if we know one another for a long
time. This situation has been created
because we are communists, inter-
nationalists.»

After speaking about his love for
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the Albanian people, about the respect
he had for them, abou{ iheir valour,
courage, loyalty and intelligence,
«which 1 know too well», he said,
«because I have lived among Albanians
in Kosova and Montenegro,» Miladin
continued:

«You told me about the Albanian
Communist Movement, about the re-
sistance of the groups, about the dif-
ferent views which clash with one
another, about their good results, about
the shortcomings and mistakes which
have been observed in their work. We
have discussed things together, openly
and as comrades, as communists, and
I have expressed some ideas of mine,
which may not be correct, because I
do not pretend to know the situation
in  your country and your work
as you do. You are in a po-
sition to know better the situation
of the country, the people, the com-
munist groups, not only in general,
as I do, but in depth and in an
analytical manner. It is up to you to
analyse things and to decide. I am
convinced that you will decide correct-
ly. When you find it opportune, I
would like to be given the floor, to
be allowed to state my opinion about
a series of problems of principle, which
you will certainly raise, to give the
experience of my party, how it has
solved some analogous problems. You
will judge for yourselves whether or
not what I will say is right. It is up
to you and nobody else to take deci-
sions.»

We listened attentively to this very
good comrade and very sincere com-
munist.

Miladin drew a brief but clear pic-
ture of the international situation. He
Spoke about the decisive role of the
Soviet Union and the great Stalin, he
spoke about the partisan war in Yugo-
slavia, led by the Communist Party of
Yugoslavia. After speaking about the
importance that the formation of the
Party would have in our country,
concluded:

«I fully approve the proposal of
Comrade Enver Hoxha that, first and
foremost, the Communist Party of Al-
bania should be formed without delay.
Such a great historic action is correct
politically, ideologically and organiza-
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tionally. It is demanded by the si-
tuation which is ripe.»

Our faces shone with joy. Our com-
rade, the Yugoslav internationalist com-
munist, was of the same opinion as we.

Upon this I stood up, deeply stirred,
and said:

«Comrades, on the basis of the pro-
posal of the Communist Group of Kor-
ca and the opinions expressed by all
those present, I put to the vole the
draft-decision: «Today, on November
8, 1941, the representatives of the three
Communist Groups, of Korca, Shkodra
and <Youth» who met in a plenary

1 These reminiscences refer to the
Founding Meeting of the Party, re-
produced from the book When the
Party Was Born (Memoirs), written by
Comrade Enver Hoxha in the years
1975-1976 and published on the 40th
anniversary of the founding of the
Party.

2 Italian — «after work», fascist
organization to mislead the working
people and the youth.

3 Association for the dissemination
of the Italian language and fascist
culture in Albania.

session, after constructive discussions
in a communist spirit, on the basis of
the mandates they were given by the
comrades of their groups, founded the
Communist Party of Albania». Those
in favour raise their hands.»

All raised their hands. No one was
against, no one abstained. We were
all filled with indescribable joy. The
main step, the decisive {ask which we
had undertaken when we set out for
this historic meeting, had been crow-
ned with success!

Then, I declared:

«The Communist Party of Albania

4 Anastas Lula — ex-chief of the
«Youth» group. At the meeting of
the communist groups in November
1941, together with the former wvice-
chairman of the group, Sadik Premte
(Xhepi); he endeavoured .to hinder
the formation -of the Communist Party
of Albania. Following the founding of
the Party, they fought by every man-
ner of means against the political line
of the Party and its Central Com-
mittee. At the 1st Consultative Meet-
ing of Activists, the CPA admonished
them for the last time to give up
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is founded with complete unanimity.
Long live the Commaunist Party of Al-
bania!»

Thus, in the night of November 8.
1941, our Party was born, which would
lead the Albanian people in the grea-
test baltles of all their history. 1t was
born from the bosom of the people,
in their revolutionary fire and ardour,
which never died in the centuries, it
emerged as a shining sun in the sinis-
ter darkness of slavery and fascist
terror which had riven the country and
the people.

their anti-Marxist activity and carry
out the directives of the Party. In Ju-
ne 1942, the Extraordinary Conferen-
ce of the Party liquidated this dan-
gerous Trotskyite faction they had or-
ganized in the bosom of the Party with
the aim of destroying it, and expel-
led its chiefs from the Party. As they
kept up their treacherous activity, the
Ist National Conference of the CPA

~branded them as enemies of the Par-

ty and people. .
5 Qorri (the Blind) — pseudonym
of Anastas Lula (ed.).






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf
	img020.pdf

