


4 VIEW OF THE MEETING ORGANIZED ON MAY DAY IN THE CAPITAI
ON THE OCCASION OF THE AWARDING OF THE NAMI
THE «PIONEERS OF ENVER- TO THE ORGANIZATION OF THE YOUNG PIONE] RS.

ENVER HOXHA with partisans in the yvears of the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War (painting by Fatmir Haxhiu)
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OUR PEOPL

WITH PROFOUND R
OF THE MARTYR

May 5 in Albania is the Day of the Mar-
tyrs, the brave partisans who fell in the war
against fascism for the liberation of the
Homeland. On this day the Albanian people
honoured with profound respect the memory
of the martyrs of the nation and the immortal
deed of Comrade Enver Hoxha. On this occa-
sion, Comrade Ramiz Alia and other leaders
of the Party and state laid wreaths and paid

homage to the Cemetery of the Martyrs of
the Nation.

AND THE IMN
OF COMRADE

From Comrade RAMIZ ALIA

and vete

ON MAY 5, AT THE PALACE OF BRIGA-
DES, COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA AND OTHER
PARTY AND STATE LEADERS HAD A MEET-
ING WITH MEMBERS OF MARTYRS' FA-
MILIES AND VETERANS OF THE ANTI-FASC-
IST NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR.

COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA AND OTHER PARTY
AND STATE LEADERS EXCHANGED WARM
GREETINGS WITH THE PARTICIPANTS IN
THE MEETING. THEY SPOKE ABOUT UNFOR-
GETTABLE EVENTS AND EPISODES FROM THE
GLORIOUS YEARS OF THE ANTI-FASCIST NA-
TIONAL LIBERATION WAR AND EXPRESSED
THE PROFOUND GRATITUDE AND RESPECT
OF THE PARTY AND THE PEOPLE FOR THE
SONS AND DAUGHTERS WHO GAVE THEIR
LIVES FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE HOME-
LAND AND THE TRIUMPH OF THE PEOPLE’S
REVOLUTION, FOR THE ADVANCE OF THE
HOMELAND AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF SO-
CIALISM, FOR THE HAPPINESS OF OUR VA-
LIANT AND FREEDOM-LOVING PEOPLE.

At this meeting, Comrade Ramiz Alia made a
speech.

«We were now with our comrades who fell
in the war,» said Comrade Ramiz Alia. «We paid
homages to them, laid wreathes of flowers, passed
by them with our raised fists and came here to
meet you, the relatives of the martyrs and you,
comrade veterans of the National Liberation War.
On behalf of the Central Committee of the Party,
on behalf of the comrades of the Political Bureau
who are here in this Palace which bears the name
of the partisan brigades, on this occasion I want
to greet all martyrs’ families of our Homeland,



I want to greet all veterans, courageous fighters,
former heroic partisans of our National Liberation
War, .

«Every May 5, our people honour and remem-
ber with special respect the martyrs of the war,
all these glerious sons and daughters of the people
who gave the most precious thing, their lives,
for the liberation of the country, for independent
Albania, for socialism. This has great importance,
because in the blood of martyrs, in the great
sacrifices of our people, in the National Liberation
War, lie the foundations of present-day Albania,
is the beginning of our march on the road of
secialism, are the roots of the freedom and inde-
pendence which we enjoy today.

«When we say, ’Long live the martyrs’ memory’,
we say this as an expression of honour and respect
for their sacrifice, as well as a pledge that our
people will guard their behest, the aim of their
war, like the apple of their eyes.

«May 5 this year is different from that of pre-
vious years. It is different because this time we
no longer have Comrade Enver, our dear leader,
our great commander, who led us from victory
to victory. The loss we suffered is very great,
the gravest since the time of Liberation to day,
because we lost our most beloved man, we lost
the hero of our nation, who at the head of the
Party, at the head of the partisans, at the head
of the whole working people, brought the Alba-
nian people their freedom, brought justice, brought
socialism. We lost the man who created the new
Albania in which we live happily teday.

«The Party and Comrade Enver,» pointed out
Comrade Ramiz Alia, «have taught us not to

despair, but to close our ranks still more around
the Party and, turning grief into strength, to carry
further forward the great work which Comrade
Enver Hoxha founded and built up. This is what
workers, peasants, cur wonderful youth, all the
working people, who have set down to work with
multiplied forces, displaying their high political
level, a special love for the Party, for socialism
and for Comrade Enver Hoxha, are doing today.

«This year May 5 is a special day because it
is the 40th anniversary of the victory over fasc-
ism.

«Victory over fascism is one of the greatest
events in the history of mankind. By frustrating
the fascist dream of world rule, it showed that
the peoples will not accept imperialist oppression
in the future, that they are ready to make any
sacrifice for freedom and independence, for their
sovereignty and rights.

«The important thing is that the Second World
War not only led to the liberation of the peo-
ples of Europe enslaved by fascism, but also
aroused hundreds of millions of oppressed people
in the colonies, who were stirred up for their
emancipation.» _

Comrade Ramiz Alia pointed out among other
things, «Our people celebrate this day of victory
with the feeling of legitimate pride for the out-
standing contribution they made to its attainment.
Albania was among the first countries of Europe
to be attacked by fascism. But our people did not
submit to thralldom, on the contrary, they began
their resistance with rare courage. Under the lea-
dership of the Party, with Comrade Enver Hoxha
at the head, they rose and fought to the end,



Comrade

witheut any compromise, for the national and so-
cial liberation of the country, which they achieved
with their own forces.

<«What the Albanian people contributed to this
war, the sacrifices they made and the blood they
shied in proportion {o the size of the population,
are really incalculable. 28 thousand lives were sa-
crificed at the alter of victory. Whole regions of
the country, houses and all, were burned down.
No factory, no bridge remained standing, villages
and towns were pillaged, and fields were laid
waste. The whele wealth which the previous gene-
rations had created was destroyed, not in the
figurative meaning of the vord, but concretely.

«At the end of the war cur couniry had 70
thousand people enly in the organized army,

without counting the resistance fighters in villages
and tewns. Compared to the eone million inhabi-
tants, which Albania had at that time, this figure
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repiesented a total mobilization of the forces of
the nation.

«We never [erget the blood we have shed and
the sacrifices we have made. Our wounds are still
aching, and aching much. But we are proud
because these sacrifices secured freedem and inde-
pendence for our people, the happy life we enjoy
today, the honcured name which Albania has in
the world.

«The Natienal Liberation War, led by the Party
and Cemrade Enver Hoxha, has been and will
always be a great inspiration to defend still better
the freedom and independence which they gave
us, to always advance on the road of socialism
which they opened up for us.

«When the anti-fascist war ended,» Comrade
Ramiz Alia continued, «many people, in the joy
over victory, wished that new world-wide catas-
trophes are not repeated. Unfortunately, we sece

L and other leaders of the Party and state at the meeting
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embers of martyrs’ families and wveterans of the Anti-fascist

that dark clouds of aggressive wars have gathered
on the horizons of the world. Many phenomena
and events are reminders of the period which led
to the ocutbreak of the two previous world wars.
New pretenders to the establishment of world do-
mination have emerged. The imperialist and social-
imperialist superpowers, the United States of Ame-
rica and the Soviet Union, with their openly hege-
monic and aggressive policies which they pursue,
seriously threaten the world with the outbreak of
a general conflict. Irrestrainable imperialist ri-
valry, the frantic arms race and war preparations
pose great threats to the freedom and indepen-
dence of all countries, peace and international
security. There is no country in the world today
which, in different degrees and manners, is not
threatened by the aggressive course of imperialism
and social-imperialism.

«Inthese conditions, our Party and people

National Liberation War

cannot fail to be vigilant and watchful. Consistent
on the line of its liberation war and its people’s
revolution, our country has pursued its constant
policy of opposing the aggressive policy of im-
perialism and social-imperialism, fascism and inter-
national reaction.

«The line of the foreign policy of socialist Al-
bania, which defends the high interests of the
Homeland and serves the general cause of the
revolution, socialism, peace and international secu-
rity always and in any situation, was mapped out
and applied with a secure hand by Comrade
Enver Hoxha. Our Party, our State, our people will
always abide by this policy. There is no force {o
swerve them from this line.»

Comrade Ramiz Alia continued, «Comrade Enver
Hoxha instructed us to watch the situations that
develop in the world and to draw relative con-
clusions in order to take the necessary measures
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and to avoid being caught unprepared by any-
thing. 5

«Therefore, we must fight and work tirelessly
to always preserve the strong and unbreakable
foundations on which our freedom and indepen-
dence, our socialist system, are built. By abiding
loyally to the tested line of the Party and apply-
ing the immortal teachings of Comrade Enver,
we must ceaselessly strengthen the unity of the
people around the Party, in which our strength
lies. We should . spare nothing for strengthening
the people’s state power and socialist democracy,
for raising the preparation of our whole people
for the defence of the Homeland to a higher
level, for making the peaceful work and life of
our people more secure and better.

«We must make still greater efforts,» Comrade
Ramiz Alia instructed, «for strengthening socialist
economy in all its branches and sectors, for fulfill-
ing the tasks of the state plan, from the major
tasks down to the smallest ones.

«A strong and advanced economy means not
only a better life but also a stronger defence, more
secute freedom and independence.

«We have all the possibilities for a more deve-
loped economy, because we have inexhaustible
material and human resources. We have a modern
industry which copes with the needs of our coun-
try successfully, just as we have a collectivized
socialist agriculture which not only secures the

ALBANIA TODAY

bread grain needed within the country, but has
the possibility to gradually fulfil all the needs of
the country, indeed, to secure still greater resources
of income for our national economy through export,
and within a short time. We have the new man
whom the Party and Comrade Enver created over
these 40 years, we have capable people who have
worked wonders until today and will do more in
the future. The duty of the Party, the duty of the
people, is not to stop at what is achieved but
to march further ahead in order to achieve new
victories. This is the greatest homage we pay to
all the work and the figure of Comrade Enver.

«Glory to the memory of the mariyrs of the
Nation!»

«Long live the Party!»

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s speech was heard atten-
tively and was often punctuated by applause of
those present.

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other Party and state
leaders, together with the members of martyrs’
families and veterans of the Anti-fascist National
Liberation War, sat for a photography to remem-
ber the occasion.



.THE 9th OF MAY - THE DAY OF VICTORY OVER FASCISM

FROM COMRADE
PROKOP MURRA'’S

SPEECH AT

THE COMMEMORATIVE

MEETING

«FORTY YEARS AGO, THE HISTORIC VICTORY
OVER FASCISM, THE MOST REACTIONARY DARK
FORCES MANKIND HAD EVER SEEN UNTIL THEN,
WAS ACHIEVED,» SAID COMRADE PROKOP MURRA
AMONG OTHER THINGS. «FOR SIX YEARS ON END,
THE PEOPLES HAD TO SHED MUCH BLOOD, TO CO-
PE WITH EXTREME PRIVATIONS AND MAKE COUNT-
LESS SACRIFICES, UNTIL THE FASCIST HORDES WE-
RE FINALLY REDUCED IN THEIR DEN.

«THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE LINED THEMSELVES UP
IN THE WAR AGAINST FASCISM FROM THE FIRST
DAYS OF THE WAR. IN HIS MESSAGE ADDRESSED
TO THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE ONE DAY AFTER THIS
VICTORY, ON MAY 10, 1945, THE BELOVED LEADER
OF THE PARTY AND PEOPLE, COMRADE ENVER
HOXHA, POINTED OUT: 'THE CONTRIBUTION WHICH
WE MADE TO THE GREAT CAUSE OF MANKIND IS
IMMENSE, BECAUSE WE CLIMBED OUR CALVARY
WITH GREAT PAINS AND REACHED THE APOTHEO-
SIS OF VICTORY PROUDLY AND STRONGER THAN
EVER/.

«In these 40 years many changes have occurred in
the world, but the lessons which are drawn from the
Second World War are always valid. They call on the
peoples to be vigilant and take action against the fa-
scist danger and the fhreat of a new world war, more
destructive than the previous ones.

«0ur people, under the leadership of the Party of
Labour of Albania, have drawn their lessons, and enlighte-
ned by the ideas of our unforgettable great leader, Com-

PROKOP MURRA: alternate member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party and
Minister of Defence of the PSRA.

rade Enver Hoxha, have made brilliant achievements
and progress on the road of socialist construction, the
strengthening of the defence of the country and have
fought and are continuously fighting to make socialist
Albania more prosperous and stronger every day, an
impregnable foriress in the face of any enemy.

«The cause of the Second World War should be sought

in the very nature of the imperialist system, which

is the source of wars and aggressions. The past and

" the present prove fthat as long as this system of plunder

and exploitation exists, the peoples will always clash
in wars. Pacifist illusions that imperialism may change
its mature are fraught with grave consequences for the
destinies of  the peoples and the cause of peace. We
always bear -in mind the teaching of Xenin who said:
‘Only after we have overthrown the bourgeoisic and
have vanguished it, only after we have expropriated
the bourgeoisie all over the world, only then the possibi~-
lity of wars will be annulled.’

«Unequal economic and political development, uninter-
rupted cyclic crises of overproduction, the strengthening
of political reaction, were expressions of the general
crisis of capitalism. Finding no way out of the crisis,
faced with the powerful movement of the masses of
people, the bourgeoisie brought fascism fo power. This
is not accidental. Comrade Enver Hoxha has said: ’It is
known that when capital enters a blind alley and finds
itself under the strong blows of the working class, it
is° compelled  either to declare itself bankrupt or to
cstablish. the fascist dictatorship and proceed towards
war,” At that time the bourgeoisie in Germany, Ifaly
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and Japan chose precisely the road of fascism and ag-
gressive wars, with the aim of carrying out the redi-
vision of the world, markets and spheres of influence.

«Fascism, as an out-and-out reactionary movement
or form of government, belongs not only to the past.
As the 8th Congress of our Party pointed out, fascism
is knocking at the doors of many countries. in spite of
the forms in which it appears. The President of the
USA, Reagan, with his visit to the cemetery of the
SS soldiers in West Germany, openly took the fascists
under his wing, thus giving the signal to neo-fascist
forces to organize themselves and go over to action. The-
refore, the peoples, all the democratic and peace-loving
forces must watch the events with vigilance.

«The patriotic war of the Soviet Union.» continued
the speaker, «the anti-fascist liberation war of the peo-
ples of other countiries of Europe, forced the Western
powers to enter into alliance with the Soviet Union and
fight against the fascist bloc. Nevertheless, their aims
remained unchanged and were determined rather by
the interest of hitting German capital which sought he-
gemeny and domination in the world. They sabotaged
the opening of the ’second front’ in Europe several {i-
mes, inferfered and made attempts {o put the anti-
fascist liberation movemenis of the peoples under con-
{rol so that the old capitalist order could be preserved
wherever it existed.

«In commemorating the 40th anniversary of victory
over fascism, the peoples of the world, the revolutionary
Marxist-Leninists and progressive people remember with
respect the glorious leader of the Soviet parfy and sta-
te. the great strafecist. the »rebiteet of victory over
fascism, Joseph Stalin.

«In the present time. the bourgeoisic and modern re-
visionists have raised a great noise with their propaganda
about the 40th annivercary of vicetory over fascism and
the end of the Second World War, in order to distort
history to suit the interesis of their policy.

«American imperialism and ifs allies have given exag-
geraled publicity to the role of the Western powers in
the destruction of fascism. Their aim is to cover up
their reactionary role in bringing fascism to power and
prettify their present-day policy of oppression and expan-
sion.

«The imperialists, like the social-imperialists, want
to minimize the war of the peoples under fascist slave-
ry, to ignore their contribution to the achievement of
victory. They need this in order to show that the fu-
ture of the peoples is allegedly in the hands of the big

pvowers, that it is they who make rain and shine, the-

refore the peoples must put their fates in the hands

of the superpowers and submit themselves to them.
But the historical truth is that the enslaved peoples
never reconciled themselves to fascists.

«The Albanian people,» pointed out Comrade Prokop
Murra, «remember the 9th of May, the day of victory
over fascism, with legitimate pride. They were among
the first who were placed by history to confront fascist
aggression arms in hand. When the horizen of the world
was darkened and the fascist beasts hurled themselves
on the peoples and tried to smother them, in our small
country the rifle sho!s gave the signal of liberation,
sounded the alarm for tlze general armed uprising.»

«The Anti-fascist National Liberation War of the Al-
banian pcople, organized and guided with far-sightedness,

courage and valour, by the Communist Party of Albania
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