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The Shkodra-Han i Hotit railway which was built
with the participation of 270 brigades
of young people from all over Albania. was inaugurated on January 11 this year.
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«WE HOLD THIS SESSION OF THE PEOPLE’S ASSEMBLY FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE ECO-
NOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE DRAFT OF THE STATE BUDGET FOR 1985
ONLY A FEW DAYS AFTER THE WHOLE PEGPLE OF OUR COUNTRY CELEBRATED WITH
MAGNIFICENCE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF THE HOMELAND AND
THE TRIUMPH OF THE POPULAR REVOLUTION. _

THE GREAT VICTORIES ACHIEVED IN THESE 40 YEARS, THE STRENGTH AND VITALITY
OF THE NEW ALBANIA, MARCHING SECURELY ON THE BRILLIANT ROAD OF SOCIALISM,
RELYING COMPLETELY ON OUR OWN FORCES HAVE THE STEEL MORAL AND - POLITICAL
UNITY OF THE PEOPLE ROUND THE PARTY, WITH COMRADE ENVER HOXHA AT THE HEAD,
AT THE FOUNDATION. THIS TINITY WAS CREATED WITH THE BLOOD OF THE BEST SONS
AND DAUGHTERS OF THE PEOPLE IN THE WAR FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE HOMELAND
AND THE TRIUMPH OF THE POPULAR REVOLUTION. THIS UNITY WAS FURTHER STEELED

IN THE 40 YEARS OF TITANIC WORK, EFFORTS AND STRUGGLE OF THE WORKING MASSES,
WITH THE PARTY IN THE FOREFRONT, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW AND HAPPY
SOCIALIST LIFE, FOR SAFEGUARDING IT WITH UNPARALLELED COURAGE FROM THE SA-
VAGE ENEMJES OF OUR COUNTRY, THE AMERICAN IMPERIALISTS, THE SOVIET SOCIAL-
IMPERIALISTS, THE YUGOSLAV AND CHINESE REVISIONISTS, AND ALL WORLD REACTION.

This session of the People’s Assembly is con-
vened to draw a rich balance-sheet of successes.
Allow me, comrade deputies, to report . in brief,
on the basis of the analvses which the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Party
and the Council of Ministers made of the eco-
nomic plan and state budget, about the attainment
of the targets for 1984, to present the main objec-
tives endorsed for the draft plan of 1985, and
- some of the main directions on which the work
and attention of the Council of Ministers and
other state and economic organs will be concentra-
ted during the next year.

ON THE FULFILMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC PLAN

AND THE STATE BUDGET FOR 1985

In 1984 the working masses of town and coun-
tryside, led by the Party, have reached succes-
ses in the economic and social development and
the further strengthening of the defence capa-
city of our socialist Homeland. Thanks to their
mobilization and the great efforts made every-
where in order to come to the 40th anniversary
of the liberation of the Homeland with the best
achievements possible and in order to put into
nractice the important decisions of the Sth and
9th Plenums of the Central Commiitee of the
Party, our socialist economy maintained and fur-
ther strengthened its stability in face of the en-
circlement, the blockade and the economic crisis
of the capitalist and revisionist world, as well
as the great difficulties which were created by

the long draught of this year. The social produc-
tion marked new increases in many branches and
sectors of the economy. Its effectiveness was fur-
ther raised, the material, financial and valutary
needs for the extended socialist renroduction were
completely met with our own forces. and the
material and cultural well-being of the people
was further improved.

During this year the nroductive potential of
the different branches of industry was streng-
thened and productive capacities were exploited
better, thus bringing about a 3.3 per cent in-
crease of the total volume of industrial production.
The obiectives set in the plan were attained or
exceeded for many imnortant nroducts. In com-
parison with 1983. production showed the follow-
ing increases: electric power 18 per cent, coal
13 per cent, conner wires and cables 19 per cent,
blister conper 14 per cent. chromium or= 5 per
cent, carbonic iron-nickel 19 per cent, footwear
6 per cent, fishing 6 per cent, ete.

The develobment of industry was aceomvanied
with achievements also in the discoverv of new
industrial reserves of oil and gas, chromium, cop-
per, coal, and other mineral ores, which open
new perspectives for a more intensive exploita-
tion of our natural assets for 1985 and the years
to come.

In 1984, the achievements in agriculture were
further consolidated, a thing which once again
powerfully confirms the correctness of the agra-

rian line of the Party for the ceaseless intensi-

fication of production in this basic branch of the
economy and for securing the general develop-
ment of our cooperativist order. In the grave
situation which was created by the prolonged
draught of this year, the level of yields and
production reached in 1983 and 1984 for many
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field crops, livestock-raising and fruit-growing,
are among the highest reached until today.

In 1984 more than 4.5 billion leks were inves-
ted for the development of industry, agriculture
and other branches of the economy and culture.
Investments were better allocated, in the first
place, for reconstructions, the extension and com-
pletion of other productive projects under construc-
tion. During this year, 160 important projects
were built, including the gas-purifying plant at
Ballsh, the extension of the oil-engineering plants
at Patos and the Stalin City, the second line
of uninterrupted steel pouring in the -<Steel of
the Party» metallurgical combine, the extension
of the chromium factory at Kalimash and the cop-
per enrichment plants at Reps and Fushé-Arrza,
the reconstruction of the existing technology of
PVC production at Vlora, some factories and pro-
duction lines of the light and food-stuffs industiry

and the building materials industry, the livestock-

raising complexes of Tirana, Saranda, the irriga-
tion works and many socio-cultural buildings.
Along with all this, work continued at high rates
on many other important projects, such as the
<Enver Hoxha> hydro-power plant at Koman, the
extension of the superphosphate fertilizers plant
at Lag, the plant for the production of lubricating
oils at Ballsh, the building of the Fier-Vlora
railway, the Shkodra-Han i Hotit-Border railway,
ete.

Important investments were made for the fur-
ther development of social and culiural sectors.
This year the state built and distributed io the
population 10,500 dwelling flats, which further
improved the housing conditions of the working
people.

In 1984, railway and sea transport assumed spe-
cial development, bringing about the increase of
the effectiveness of the economy.

The many measures that were adopted and
the revolutionary actions and initiatives taken
by many working collectives for the implemen-
tation of the decisions of the 9th Plenum of
the CC of the Party, had a powerful influence
in the increase of the financial sources of the
country and the further strengthening of our
finances. In this manner it became possible to en-
sure the uninterrupted financing of the economy
and culture, to further strengthen the defence ca-
pacity of the Homeland.

The further development of the economy, edu-
cation, culture, health and other sectors of servi-
ces, contributed to the further. raising of the ma-
terial and cultural level of our people, maintained
and further raised the purchasing power of the
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population. The internal market, on which goods
circulation was 3.9 per cent greater than that
of the year 1983, was in a position to fulfil the
needs of the population for goods better, and en-

sured an increase in the consumption per capita
of many products of primary necessity, especial-
ly, in the countryside. Efforts were made also
by our working people of the foreign trade in
order to sell our goods and, in return for them,
secure part of the goods our economy needs.
But the Council of Ministers, estimating the
positive balance of achievements made during
1984, has analysed, in the spirit of the 9th Ple-
num of the Central Committee of the Party,
the cases of failure to compleiely fulfil the plan-

‘ned quotas in some individual branches and sectors

of the economy. It has taken measures to avoid
shortcomings in the work of some oil enterprises,
executive committees of the people’s councils in
the respective districts and the Ministry of Energy
Industry, which have been the main cause of the
failure to fulfil the planned targets in this im-
portant secter of the economy.

THE MAIN TASKS OF THE DRAFT
OF THE STATE PLAN AND DRAFT
BUDGET FOR 1985

1

As is known 1985 is the last year with which
the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), which is the
first plan we drafted and are carrying out fully
with our own forces, is closed. In the draft
plan which is presented for endorsement, efforts
were made to ensure that, on the basis of the
directive of the 8th Congress of the Party, and
through the exploitation of the new possibilities
that have been created, the tasks approved in the
7th Five-year Plan for 1985 are increased in some
directions in order to compensate for some non-
realizations in other branches.

The draft-plan of 1985 contains great. but at-
tainable targets. A characteristic of this plan is
that the rapid rates of the increase of social pro-
duction, national income and all other branches
are to be realized through a strict savings regime
in the material and technical base, the financial
and valutary funds.

The comrade deputies have been extensively
acquainted with the tasks of the draft plan through
the materials which were distributed to them be-
fore this session, therefore, I shall dwell on some
of the more important tasks:
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In industry, the draft plan envisages that
the total industrial production of 1985 should
increase over 6.2 per cent over 1984. Therefore,
important tasks have heen set to energy indus-
try and the extraction of some minerals, the more
thorough exploitation of the productive capaci-
ties of heavy processing industry, the extension
of the range of consummer goods, ete. Similarly,
important new projects of the extracting and pro-

‘cessing industry will come into production.

Oil and gas extraction will continue to consti-
tute the main task, because increases in this field
determine, to a large extent, the rapid-rate deve-
lopment of all social production. To this end, the
draft plan envisages the necessary material, valu-
tary and financial base, which must be used with
higher effectiveness. During 1985, besides greater
efforts for the attainment of the objectives in oil
and gas extraction, the work for the increase of
industrial reserves of oil and gas, through strict
implementation of the orientations of the Party
and the application of the teachings of Comrade
Enver Hoxha on the importance of oil, should be
built on a more scientific basis.

In order to fulfil the needs of the economy
for coal it is envisaged that its extraction should
increase by 6.4 per cent over the quota reached
in 1984.

The production of electric power is forecast to
go up by 5.1 per cent, the increase being achie-
ved from hydro-power plants. In 1985, the first
two turbines of the <Enver Hoxha- hydro-power
plant at Koman, the biggest ever built in our
country, will be put into exploitation. This will
be a very important success and a sound support
for the development of the productive forces of
the country and will further increase our exports.

In the mineral extraction and processing in-
dustry special measures will be taken for the
more complete exploitation of the existing pro-
ductive capacities, the reduction of the degree of
impoverishment of minerals during mining and
handling of the ores and for a more extensive
enrichment of poor mineral ores. The Ministry of
Industry and Mining and the respective executive
committees in the districts have been working,
on the basis of the decisions adopted by the Coun-
cil of Ministers, for the application of a series
of measures to increase the degree of reliability
for the fulfilment of the quotas of the plan,
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