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4 A COLOSSAL AMOUNT OF WORK HAS BEEN DONE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IN
ORDER TO INCREASE THE SURFACE AND THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND, TO SYSTE-
MATIZE IT BOTH IN THE PLAINS AND IN THE MOUNTAINOUS ZONES, TO TERRACE
THE HILLSIDES AND PLANT THEM WITH VINEYARDS, CITRUS-TREES AND VARIOUS
OTHER FRUIT-TREES. IN THE PHOTOS: VIEW OF THE TERRACES OF THE HILLS ROUND
TIRANA AND A PUMPING-STATION FOR THE IRRIGATION OF THE MYZEQEJA PLAIN.
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RAMIZ ALIA

THE DYNAMISM (
RELATIONS AND Tl

OF THE MATERIAL |

THE ATTAINMENT OF OB.

SPEECH DELIVERED ATTHI
OF THE CENTRAL CO.

From 1-2 February 1989, the
7th Plenum of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party of Labour of Albania
held its proceedings, under the chair-
manship of the First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia.

On behalf of the Political Bureau,
Comrade Adil Carcani, member of the
Political Bureau and Chairman of
the Council of Ministers, delivered
the report «On some measures for the
further development of agriculture».

The Plenum discussed this problem
extensively and adopted the respecti-
ve decision. :

Comrades,

There has been frequent talk about the pro-
blems of agriculture in recent years. The poli-
tical-social thinking and the economic thinking
of the country have been thoroughly involved
in the promotion of cooperativism, and socialist

life in the countryside. The popular discussion of
the new statute of the agricultural cooperatives
was a real school of democracy for the peasantry.
The 6th Congress of Agricultural Cooperatives
became a tribune of the most advanced thinking
of the agricultural workers and specialists for the
further development of the socialist order in
the rural area.

By dwelling deeper on the conclusions which
have emerged from the discussion of the masses,
this Plenum must give an operational value to

the recommendations and proposals for the fur-
ther increase of the motive force of the econo-

mic relations in agriculture, in order to create
more favourable conditions for the development
of the creative initiative of the peasantry, toin-
crease the care of the entire society for this
branch.

We must transform the will of the masses into
a political decision. This was the preoccupation
of the comrades who spoke here, this spirit per-
meated the report Comrade Adil delivered to the

Plenum. I fully agree with the opinions expres-
sed by the comrades and with the proposals

they made.
Our socialist agriculture has played its role



THE ECONOMIC
HARMONIZATION
ACTORS GUARANTEE
CTIVESIN AGRICULTURE

EFEETING OF THE 7th PLENUM
ITTEE OF THE PARTY

as the basic branch of thc economy and conti-
nues to play it with success. It has become the
main factor of stability in social production.
Through agricullural activities we are taking
from nature the sources of material blessings,
which are increasing in ever greater propor-
tions. The socialist system of our agriculture has
given proof of its effectivity and innovative
spirit.

Achievements in this branch are clcar to
everyone, They were pointed out quite well,
also, at the 6th Congress of Agricultural Coo-
peratives. But at this meeting attention was
justly attached to some critical problems which
have emerged in recent years. And that is the
right thing to do. The historic victories in agri-
culture are not overshadowed if we point out
some of its weaknesses, and seek ways out to
overcome them.

If we refer to the figures it emerges that,
despite achievements, we must not content our-
selves with the situation in the agricultural pro-
duction, especially if we view it from the angle
of the per capita production and per work hand
production. In the last ten-year period, except
for the wheat and cotton production, yields of

other crops and those of livestock have not
made progress or have taken small steps back-
ward. ‘

Naturally, this situation has nothing to do
with the social system in agriculture, the vita-
lity of which, as a strategy of development, has
been proved to the hilt. It is the product of a
series of circumstances, mainly of an objective
character, such as the draught which has been
continuing for -a number of years, the difficul-
ties of the outside encirclement and other
circumstances.

Agriculture is the branch which has been hit
more severely than any other branch by the
natural factors. Meanwhile, as in the whole eco-
nomy, it has had also some inhibitions due to
material factors. With the exception of the for-
ces of work and the number of livestock, almost
the entire material-technical base in the service
of agriculture has remained at the level of 1980.

Without doubt, the subjective factors have
exerted their influence in this situation, too.
But, on the other hand, we cannot blame the
situation on the consciousness of the working
peasantry and its readiness for work. Another
reason is that some aspects of the economic
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relations in agriculture have gradually exhaus-
ted their motive force and need to be further
improved.

In all these links intervention has become
imperative. We must be conscious that if this
situation in agriculture were to continue it
would be accompanicd with harmful political
effects,

The people, the peasantry with its discussion
in the Party spirit at its congress and before,
have shown us the road on which we should
proceed in order to bring about the necessary
improvements, :

The measures contained in the decision we
are going to adopt on the economic relations in
agriculture can be implemented with the help
of the long experience of socialist construction
in the rural area, in the conditions of a conso-
lidated cooperativist order which is advancing,
They are required by the needs of the growth
of production and its effectivity, the need of the
technical-scientific progress and the intensifica-
tion of agriculture. Cooperativism is and will
remain to the end an order with a prospect.

As you have noticed, the draft-decision en-
visages a variety of positive measures in the
main aspects of the economic relations in the

‘countryside. Hence, we can speak of a complexity

of measures. This is logical. Agricultural pro-
duction cannot make headway with partial
measures which affect only narrow aspects,
mainly of the technical-organizational character
of cooperativism. The ammendments proposed
are connected with one another. One measure
supports and strengthens the other. So, united
in a system, they acquire a greater stimulating
value. Taken as a whole they will enable us
to exploit the advantages of the cooperativist
order to a still higher level.

This must be understood well, because only
in this way the measures we are taking can
be implemented with effectiveness and correctly.
The peasants’ initiative cannot be encouraged and
production cannot be increased if more freedom
of action in the sphere of planning, and more
competences in the domain of organization and
of appointing their own cadres are not given to
the cooperatives; if remuneration is not linked
still more closely with production, both for the
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ordinary cooperativists and for the cadres; if
he who works better is not given greater com-
pensation; if the brigades which succeed in

producing milk and vegetables from the collec-
tive plot of land at a lower cost fail to distri-

bute the produce among their own members at
a more advantageous price than those brigades
in which the cost of production is higher.

The measures we will adopt in this Plenum
are important, but not unknown. They have
been made the object of discussion by the pu-
blic at large; they have been studied and ex-
perimented on; about them calculations and
debates have been made. Caution in this process
is a condition of success, just as haste and a
spirit of amateurishness would punish wus.
By making the improvements proposed it is
aimed at perfecting our agricultural policy.
Everything from the relations of interests, the
links between centralism and initiative, the
proportions between accumulation and consump-
tion, the differences in prices and wages, all
these are part of a real economic policy.

I emphasize once again that the aim of the
measures we are going to adopt, both for streng-
thening the material-technical base and for im-
proving the economic relations, is the increase of
the agricultural and livestock production, the
stimulation of the creative initiative and the
increase of the inferest of the working people
to got the highest yields possible in every
crop.

1. The most sensitive aspect of these rela-
tions is remuneration. As is known, with the
existing mechanism, ecqualizations are allowed,
the paths to unmerited compensation remain
open, control on the amount of work done and
consumption is poor. Therefore, as the mass of
cooperativists justly required, a new form of
remuneration must be established, which aims
at ruling out both undue benefits without work
and the possibility of paying the vanguard ones
below. their due.

This is an important matter of principle. If
we want development we must rely on and en-
courage the vanguard one, who today, in fact,
with the forms of remuneration in force, is
treated materially almost on an equal footing
with the one who sweats less. This paradox is a
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consequence of the schematic understanding of
the people’s interests.

The Party and Comrade Enver have conti-
nuously said that the general interest overrides
everything else. This is a fundamental principle
for us. But this does not mean that in the name
of the general interest the interest of the group
or of the individual be neglected. Harmonization
of interests is something which does not belong
to theory only. The very policy of our Party
has the man, with his needs and aspirations
and legitimate interests, in its centre.

In the present conditions it is impossible for
the material interests of the agricultural workers
to be realized and to be raised to a higher level
without perfecting the forms of wages, without
connecting them still more with the degree of
the fulfilment of the plans and with effectivity,
without establishing as a legitimate right that
the produce of the collective small plot of the
cooperatives is sold at its cost.

There will be some differentiation in the
incomes of the cooperativists who work better
against those who work less; but this we must
accept being conscious that in this manner we
apply the principle «to each according to his
work» better. Egalitarianism is always in the
advantage of those who demand from society
more than they give.

2. Our socialist order, which belongs to the
broad working masses, advances and is deve-
loped with their participation and on the basis
of the free work and the initiative from below.
Therefore, the draft-decision envisages a series
of measures the aim of which is to stimulate
the revolutionary initiative and self-action of
the working people.

Consciousness alone is not enough for the
development of initiative. For this it is neces-
sary to create favourable conditions. The degree
of initiative is determined by the norms which
regulate the relations in the society, by the
rules which govern the connections and depe~-
ndence between the centre and the districts.
Proceeding from this, just proposals are made
that the competences of the base in planning
and determining the staff lists and in the
use of cadres should be enlarged. At present the
initiative in production cannot be stimulated

1 (104), 1989 e 5

without giving the cooperative a free field of
activity in planning, without enlarging the
rights of the base in order to adapt management
and organization to the concrete conditions.

Through these measures it will be possible to
raise the responsability of the working people
regarding the plans and tasks, to restrict the
mechanical actions dictated from above, to edu-
cate the cooperativists so that they themselves
can solve their own problems and needs in a
democratic manner, and not push the problems
over to the state, and to use the productive ca-
pacities which have been created more advan-
tageously.

The initiative of the masses is a capital
question for our order. In the bourgeois society
it is the profit, made on the basis of exploita-
tion, and the competition which stimulate pro-
duction, in socialism the revolutionary initiative
and self-action of the masses is one of the chief
motive forces.

Life itself has taught us that the centralized
management of the economy cannot yield the
desired results without initiative from below.
Democratic centralism is transformed into bu-
reaucratic centralism if the participation of the
masses in the administration of the social pro-
perty and in governing the country is not
ceaselessly extended. Centralism is an indispen-~
sability in all matters which have to do with
the fundamental proportions and with the car-
dinal priorities of the development of the eco-
nomy and culture, but it becomes bureaucratic if
it immobilizes the thinking of the people, res-
tricts debate and places the masses in the posi-
tions of the mechanical implementor, if, in the
name of centralism, the narrow technical
aspects of the productive activity are interfered
with. Therefore, the Party must abrogate those
rules and norms which have replaced initiative
with orders, for that is the very breeding-
-ground of bureaucratic comfort.

From initiative we have economic benefit,
as well as political and social benefit. Initiative
promotes creative, constructive debate and cul-
tivates democracy; it makes the masses better
able of exercising their power directly and of
playing the decisive role which pertains to them
in the construction of socialism and in the de-
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velopment of the economy and culture in our
country.

3. The draft-decision fermulates a number of
other measures in order to give the cooperative
a more favoured position in iis relations with
the state. These measures in no way make any
privilege for the agricultural workers, but only
regulate and protect their rights by law, in
conformity with the present conditions. They
are a sound basis on which the state property
and the group property can interact in a more
fruitful manner, can give and take in recipro-
city and for the good of the general interest.

The proposals which are made in regard to
the mechanism of prices, the methodology of
entering contracts, the financial relations, the
field of investments and other directions, have,
apart from the economic aspect, a special social
and political importance. The aim of them is to
create more suitable conditions in which the
property of the group should function as such
and should continuously extend the possibilities
of production and of raising the standard of
living of the peasantry, so that the productive
activity of the cooperative can be strengthened
by assuming the functions of distribution.

Everybody understands the significance of
the decisions for the strengthening of the ma-
terial~technical base of agriculture, indeed might
have higher demands. Whoever cannot under-
stand that we need more tractors, water, or-
ganic and chemical fertilizers, more selected
seeds and breeds? So, this aspect of the deci-
sions which we are going to adopt can be ex-
plained relatively easily.

Difficulties emerge in understanding and
application as regards the perfecting of the re-
lations in production. The Party must explain
these problems thoroughly. It must be wunder-
stood that the measures for perfecting the re-
lations in production have been raised as a ne-
cessity by the very dynamic development of the
economy and of life in the countryside. They
aim at making the economy more vigorous and
wholesome.

We are dialecticians in theory, and we must
always be dialecticians in practice, too. The
evolution of the objective situations in the eco-
nomy and in the social life requires that changes
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in the relations, improvements of the existing
rules, norms and mechanisms must bé made
at all costs. Something grows outdated, loses
its stimulating role and must be replaced with
a new rule which responds to the conditions
created, which gives new impulses to the de-
velopment. There is nothing wrong in this: the
fundamental thing is that c¢very change should
be made according to the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism and in the interest of socialism.

Hence, we must take into consideration two
teachings: first, whenever the need arises to
make changes which assist ihe advance of work
in all fields there should be no hesitating to
make the respective proposals. ‘Timidity and slow
action leave the way open for difficulties to
pile up and impede development. Second, no one
should ever think that the measures which are
adopted in the field of economic relations are
given and unchangeable once and for good and
that, once they are adopted, they have only
positive effects, are ideal and without any po-
tential shortcoming. There can be no such
measures,

Even the rules which we are adopting at this
Plenum are of positive consequences as a whole,
but' no one can say that they leave no possi-
bility open to the fostering of narrow interests.
By giving supplementary remuneration to the
brigade which produces above the planned tar-
gets and by conditioning the wages of cadres
in a greater measure on the actual value of
the work day, the possibility is created, among
other things, of the emergence of pressure for
lower plans from the base.

When we insist on the need for the impro-
vement of the socialist relations in agriculture
we proceed from the fact that its productive
forces are more advanced at the present stage
and in this manner we can give them a new
impulse. But this does not necessarily mean
that we should expect the increase of the agri-
cultural production only from these operations.
The measures about which we are going to
decide here will bring about positive results
over a long period of time, but we must streng-
then them continuously, according to the pos-
sibilities of the society, with material means
and investments, through reconstructions, by re-
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generating and completing the malerial-techni-
cal base of agriculture. This is necessary also
because of the fact that in this field there are
wear and tear, backwardness and dispropor-
tions.

The task has been put forward of intensi-
fying agriculture to a higher level. This requires
an intensification of the factors of production
on all fronts, their harmonization on a new
level.

Nature is generous. Unlike any other means
of production, the more the land is used the
more it gives, and if its needs are fulfilled,
instead of being consumed it is continuously
renewed, regenerated and becomes more fertile.
Therefore, investments in agriculture are never
too many. Proceeding from these considerations,
as well as from the fact that in the field of
investments our society owes something to agri-
culture, a packet of measures for the increase
above the plan of the material-technical base of
this branch is presented to this Plenum.

If reconstructions of technique and technology
are growing more and more into an imperative
need on the whole economy, with this correct
decision we put agriculture among the fields
which have priority in this aspect. By so doing
we practically correct and pinpoint some sche-
dules for important projects of the chemical
industry which were deferred because of pro-
crastination and the difficulties which we know.
Experience over the last years, the prolonged
draught, urge us to make invesiments also in
order to advance the time for the coming into
exploitation of the new irrigation projects.
Therefore, the attention of the economy as a
whole should be directed still more towards
agriculture.

In supplying agriculture with material base
it is important that some erroneous concepts
should be abandoned. Agriculture is a good gi-
ver, they say, so, when it comes to postponing
the schedules of projects and curtailing funds,
agriculture is the first to suffer. But then,
whenever mechanical means are short, when wa-
ter runs low, or herbicides are lacking, orders
pour in: let these be compensated for by live
work! But is it possible to attain the planned
productivity in this way? That is why the tasks
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we are laying down here must be carried out
to the letter.

The  stability of the population and of the
labour force in the rural area is a great ad-
vantage for us. In future, too, the Party aims
to occupy the new active force of the rural
arca with work in agriculture. That is why
we have said and will say that the live work
has and will compensate for the material factors
of production. But the more the intensification of
agriculture is deepened, the fewer the possibili-
ties for one factor to substitute another, for live
work to compensate for the shortages in me-
chanical means and means of transport, or for
organic fertilizers to make up for the deficits
in chemical fertilizers, for the pastures to cover

the low levels of

crops, etc.
Of course, the demand for increased invest-

ments in the service of agriculture implies, also,
the increased responsability of the cooperativists,
the leading cadres in this branch, who must raise
to a higher level those factors which depend
on them. Live work must yield the maximum.
Proceeding towards an agriculture with pronoun-
ced biological characteristics requires more li-
vestock, more organic fertilizers and rational
agricultural circulation.

Agricultural production is conditioned by many
factors, but the land, the breeds and seeds are
of the first order: they strengthen or devalue
the operation of other factors. In the agrarian
policy constant efforts must be made to maintain
the amount of arable land per capita of popu-
lation as long as possible. We must husband the
land, must feed the plants well, but we must
also feed the land, in order to build up its
fertility.

The productive qualities of the good breeds
brought in from abroad must be cultivated also
in the local species; they must be protected
against degeneration by means of cross-breeding
and selection of the biological heritage material.
In our conditions, as regards productivity of
livestock, it is better to strive for relatively high
yields which can be attained on a large scale
and with fewer expenditure, rather than for
record yields.

Breeds of productive stability can be created

productivity in forage
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when the tradition works hand in hand with
science. The foreign specialists, who have seen
the local breeds of our animals, even in recent
times, expressed the opinion that through scien-
tific work it is possible to obtain kinds and
species of better qualities than those we have
brought from outside, resistant to the natural
conditions of our country and capable of giving
satisfactory levels of production with the food
resources we possess.

The goat of Has, Val of Martanesh and Mok-
ra, the «ruda» sheep of Luma and «bardhoka»
of Tropoja, the «Shkodra» cow and the cow of
Mursia, which today exist almost only on school
manuals, must be made not only the object of
conservation for science, but, in the first place,
the main base for the reproduction of livestock.
The local biological material, both in livestock-
-raising and in agriculture, is a national heri-
tage created in the centuries, therefore indiffe-
rence towards it is unpardonable,

The rise which was recorded in the last de-
cade in the productivity of seeds for the main
agricultural crops has been one of the main
factors for the increase of production. But this
leap is by now insufficient to cope with the
requirement for higher produectivity. Global work
in seed production must be abandoned. Qur spe-
cialists in this field must be more modest.

Agriculture requires seeds which are produc-
tive in the whole territory of the country, frac-
tioned according to the microenvironments and
microclimates, and not in laboratory and hot-house
conditions. The state organs in charge of agri-
culture must include the production of seeds
in the plans of the advanced economies and
not use it as an economic lever to favour those
cooperatives which fail to make sufficient
incomes.

By adopting the decision which has been
presented to us for endorsement, in the next
two years agriculture will benefit some supple-
mentary investments. This is a support which
must be assessed with the greatest seriousness.
The state organs must see to it that this de-
cision is carried out at all costs, while the agri-
cultural workers should make the most of the
supplementary means which they will thus
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benefit and of the whole material-technical base
we have created.

This Plenum, with the decision it is going to
adopt, is legitimating broader rights and com-
petences for the working people at the base. Iis
decisions have to do with the whole mass of the
peasantry, from the activity of which depend to
a high degree the effects that are derived from
it. Therefore, the decision should be made known
instantly to the masses of the people, especially
to the peasantry,

When the peasantry finds its own proposals
in this decision, it will certainly throw itself
with greater drive into the work, because it will
see concretely how the Party respects its revolu-
tionary initiatives and thinking.

But as I said above, the decision needs fur-
ther and broader development, explanatory pro-
paganda work, theoretical and methodological
analyses. These things must be done at the spur
of the moment, away from the ordinary course
of routine, bureaucratic procedures in which
there is a lot of verbiage and little work. It
must be borne in mind well that obstacles and
misunderstandings might come up in the process.

In the first place, the contents of the deci-
sion must be clear to the cadres themselves. I
emphasize this because sluggishness in the effec-
tive use of the economic levers is the result not
only of ideological narrowmindedness but also
of the bureaucratic tendency to avoid problems
which the implementation of a new rule and
norm brings in its wake.

For carrying out in practice the decision which
we are going to adopt it is important that the
state organs should rapidly draft the necessary
normative acts, orders and methods, taking care
to reflect correctly the spirit of the decisions of
the Plenum in them, especially not to restrict the
initiative which is given to the masses through
them. '

The carrying out of the tasks which emerged
here must be constantly kept under all-sided
supervision, especially economic, in order to take
advantage of the experiences, but also in order
to make specific norms more precise and to
further regulate them. We will see and demand
their fruitfulness in the increase of the agricul-
tural and livestock production.
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Comrades,

This year we will have to do a great persistent
work so that agriculture can fulfil its plan at all
costs. And not only agriculture. No deviations
from the tasks envisaged should be permitted.
No redistribution of the valutary sources should
be made.

We must increase our strength and optimism
by directing ourselves to the talented working
class, the hardworking peasantry, the creative
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intelligentsia, the devoted youth of socialist Al-
bania.

The situations demand that all the comrades
of the Party and the state, beginning from us,
members of the Central Committee of the Party,
should be at the lead in all work. Winding up
my speech, I wish to stress that despite the
climatic difficulties with which this year set
in, with an extraordinary mobilization, we have

the possibilities to bring about the turn re-
quired.



- COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA MEETS CADRE!
OF THE LUSHNJA DISTRICT

In the morning of February, the
First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, had a meeting with cadres of
the Party, the state and the economy
in the Lushnja district.

Cadres of agriculture and other
sectors of the economy who spoke at
this meeting expressed the great joy
and enthusiasm which the decisions
of the T7th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Party have arou-

) sed among the people.

In this talk with the cadres, Com-

rade Ramiz Alia gave valuable in-

structions about how the decisions

of the 7th Plenum of the CC of the
Party should be understood and im-

plemented.

The conversation which began at
this meeting, was continued later
among the cooperativists and cadres
of the Fier-Shegan agricultural co-
operative and the other mneighbouring
economies.

Both at the meeting with the cadres
of the district and in the talk with
leading cadres of agriculture in the
Fier-Shegan cooperative, Comrade
Ramiz Alia in the beginning congra-
tulated those present on the results
achieved.

The %th Plenum, Comrade Ramiz
Alia said among other things, put
forward major tasks not only for agri-
culture but also for all other fields
of social activity. Its decisions should
be understood in a comprehensive
manner. They must bring about chan-
ges in the whole work of the Party,
in order to make it more resilient and
to bring it as close to the people as
possible.

Results in agriculture should noi be

expected from the increase of the
material-technical base only, Comrade
Ramiz Alia continued. We must not
forget that it is precisely the peo-
ple, the masses, who carry out the
tasks set by the Party, who {(rans-
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T -

form the possibilities into a reality.
Therefore, I would like to avdise you
to go over the decisions of the 7th
Plenum once again and analyse their
confents with the cooperativists wi-
thout delay. Do neot wait for instruc-
tions from above, do not wait until
the plenum or the people’s council
of the district are convened, but go
into action instantly, fighting against
the go-slow afttitude. These materials
should be studied carefully in every
brigade and the people must express
their opinions freely.

The Party thinks that the commu-
nists and cadres, especially those who
are in main posts, Comrale Ramiz
emphasized, must take greater responsa-
bilities upon themselves. This demand
is put forward not only for the leading
cadres at the centire, but also for
those at the base, through the entire
state and Party pyramid.

Speaking further about this Qques-
tion, Comrade Ramiz Alia asked the
question: Is it indispensable that in
every district, in cach and every co-
operative or enterprise the main di-
rectors should have one or two sub-
stitute functionaries? Doesn’t this si-
tuation allow for double, avoiding of
responsability and shifting it on to
others?

These questions, Comrade Ramiz
Alia instructed, must be discussed in
the spirit of the 7th Plenum. The
main comrades in the centre, in the
district, at the base, wherever they
are, must put the shoulder to the
wheel. The Parly must send the
peopnle to work where they can make
their best. Each must find his own

place. The greatest burden must be

shouldered by the elect, the respon-
sible cadres in the district.

From your discussions, Comrade
Ramiz Alia said, I noticed that the
new form of the remuneration of
work in agriculture has stimulated
your ideas. This is a valuable work.
The man with his life and well-be-
ing is in the cenire of the policy
of our Party. Therefore, he must see
immediately the benefit of his own
work. The new form of remuneration
of work for the coeperativists harmo-
nizes, to a still higher level, the
interests of the individual with those
of the entire society. But in the de-
cision of the Plenum there are many
other questions which require our spe-
cial attention, such as those of the fur-
ther development of ihe productive
forces, the protection, increase and en-
richment of the land, the improve-
ment of breeds and selection of se-
eds, the raising of the level of tech-
nigue and technology.

I would like to recommend especial-
ly that the problems of planning
should be discussed more extensively.
Lushnja is included in the districts
which are experimenting the plan for
broad competences to the base, by con-
centrating the main attention on
the indices of handovers to the state.

This method requires that while ful-

" filling their own tasks, the coopera-

tives, the sectors and the brigades
within it should decide on the most
favourable structure of agricultural
crops. By giving them new compe-
tences we stand to gain and there is
nothing wroeng with this: the initiati-
ve will increase and the agricultural
and livestock production will go
more rapidly ahead.



MEETING
WITH WRITERS
AND ARTISTS

In the morning of February 17, the
Writers and Artists’ League organi-
zed a meeting in one of the halls of
the Palace of Culture of the Capital.
Attending the meeting were poets and
prose writers, playwrights, actors and
directors, composers and choreogra-
phers, painters and sculptors from all
the districts of the country, workers
of publishing houses and cultural and
artistic institutions.

Present at the meeting were also
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party, Comrade Foto Cami, and
other comrades.

The opening speech was delivered
by the Chairman of the Writers and
Artists’ League, Dritéro Agolli, who,
among other things, pointed out that
this meeting was organized in the
context of the 45th anniversary of the
Liberation of the Homeland and the
triumph of the people’s revolution in
order to exchange opinions about
creative plans in honour of this great
jubilee. Then, he spoke about the li-
vely and optimistic atmosphere exis-
ting among creative workers, their

tmportant social obligations for re-
presenting the life and glorious history
of the people with the greatest rea-
lism and ideo-artistic strength possi-
ble and the measures the Writers and

Artists’ League has taken for the suc-

cess of the great literary and artistic
competitions proclaimed in honour of
this jubilee, the national exhibition of
figurative arts which will be opened
in November this year and other im-
portant activities that will be organi-
zed in this context,

Many writers and artists confribu-
ted to the discussion at this meeting.
They spoke about their creative work,
raised problems which had to do with
the development of literature and art
according to the teachings of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha and
pledged to meet the 45th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the Home-
land with mnew wuseful works fulfil-
ling the spiritual needs of the people,
drawing a magnificent picture of the
great work done for the implemen-
tation of the decisions of the 9th Con-
gress of the Party and the recom-
mendations of Comrade Ramiz Alia.

Comrade Foto Cami also spoke at
the meeting.

The Party, he

things, has always considered literature

said among other

and. art as important part of the spi-
ritual life of society. It has seen to
it that they are as rich, varied, and
sound as possible and develop in the
spirit of the requirements of the time,
beating with the rhythm of our whole
socialist life.

At the same time it has extended

the dimensions of the work of writers
and artists, given it more weight and
significance, calling for truthful, di-
gnified and wuseful works, encoura-
ging works of high artistic values and
making ever easier the communica-
tion of literary or artistic works with
readers or spectators. Writers and
artists should turn out genuine ar-
tistic values, although this presupposes
more work, efforts and toil.

In order to carry out this im-
portant task of high responsibility
our literature and art had to march
in step with time and follow step by
step its problems, contradictions and
developments. Through this many di-
gnified works in all genres have be-
en realized. For the last year, in par-
ticular, we may mention the monu-
ments to Comrade Enver Hoxha in
Tirana, Gjirokastra and Kor¢a. These
monuments were expression of love
for our unforgettable leader, but also
expression of the creative capaci-
ties and artistie visions of their gif-
ted authors.

Then Comrade Foto Cami dwelt on
some of the best achievements of
literature and art in the recent times,
made a high assessment of the Gji-
rokastra Folklore Festival for its spe-
cial values, and put forward a nu-
mber of tasks for improving the qua-

lity of our literary publications.
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MEETING

OF THE VICE - MINISTERS
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE BALKAN COUNTRIES

From January 18 to 20 the meeting
of the vice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Balkan countries carried
out its proceedings in one of the halls
of Tirana Hotel in Tirana. In this
meeting participated the delegation of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, he-
aded by the vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs, Ivan Ganev; the delegution
of the Greek Republic, headed by the
General Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Constantinos Georgiou;
the delegation of the Socialist Repu-
blic of Rumania, headed by the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs, Con-
stantin Oancea; the delegation of the
Republic of Turkey, headed by the
vice-secretary at the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs, Tanshu Bleda; the de-
legation of the Socialist Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia, headed by the
federal vice-secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs, Milivoje Maksié, and the dele-
gation of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania, headed by the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs, Muha-
met Kapllani.

In the quality of chairman, the re-
presentative of the host nation, the
vice-minister of Foreign Affairs of the
PSR of Albania, Muhamet Kapllani,
‘declared the meeting open and wel-
comed those present at the meeting.

He gave the floor to the minister
of Foreign Affairs of the PSR of
Albania, Reis Malile, who pointed out
that the development of relations of
jriendship and cooperation with the
Balkan states is a permanent orien-
tation of the foreign policy of the PSR
of Albania. This orientation, he said,
stems from the policy of good
neighbourliness and the special place
Albania gives relations with the Bal-
kan states, which it considers an
objective necessity in accordance with
the aspirations of the Balkan peoples.

Then, Reis Malile read the messa-
ge the echairman of the Council of
Ministers of the PSR of Albania,

Adil Carcani, addressed the meeting
of the vice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Balkan states:

it is a special pleasure for me to
express my warm greelings and wish
complete success to your meeting on
pehalf of the Government of the Pe-
ople’s Socialist Republic of Albania
and on my personal behalf.

Consistent in its policy of good
neighbourliness and convinced of the
atility of multilateral cooperation on a
regional scale, the Albanian Gover-
ament is sincerely interested in the
spirit of understanding, mutual trust,
peace and security predominating in
the Balkans. It highly values the
involvement and constructive efforts
for this purpose.

We notice that since the meeting
of the ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Balkan states steps have been
taken for the creation of a favou-
rable atmosphere. As a result, a posi-
tive process of cooperation has star-
ted in the Balkans, which, although
in its beginnings, is promising and
shows that there exist possibilities
to carry it forward in many and va-
rious fields of mutual interest. The
further development of bilateral and
multilateral relations in the Balkans
and the fundamental interests of our
peoples, who live near one another
for centuries, make efforts for over-
coming difficulties and ceaselessly
strengthening friendship between them
indispensable. I express my belief that
the political will and the joint efforts
to achieve this lofty aim will not be
lacking.

Once more wishing your meeting
complete success, I express the con-
vietion of the Albanian Government
that cooperation among the Balkan
states will be enriched with a new
content, mark further important achie-
vements and constantly advance. I
assure you that the Government of



the People’'s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania, as up till now, will spare no
effort for this cooperation to yield
its fruits to the benefit of our friendly
peoples, and peace and stability in
our region, in the Mediterranean and
Europe.

After the plenary session, the me-
eting of the vice-ministers of Fareign
Affairs of the Balkan countries car-
ried out its proceedings according to
the agenda adopted by its partici-
pants:

1. Assessment of the realization of
multilateral activities envisaged for the
year 1988 and their impact on the
development of inter-Balkan relations.

2. Exchange of opinions on the pro-
gress of Balkan activities for the year
1989.

3. Setting the date and place of
the coming meeting of the high re-
presentatives of the ministries of Fo-
reign Affairs.

The head of the Bulgarian delega-
tion, the vice-minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Ivan Ganev, was the first to
speak. After thanking for the warm
hospitality and the very good condi-
tions created for the meeting and
mentioning a number of inter-Balkan
activities carried out during 1988 he
pointed out that the dialogue, which
is successfully being conducted in
various fields, is showing its advan-
tages and helping promote goodwill
and mutual respect further. We have
shown, he said, that we are in a po-
sition to turn our good intentions into
deeds, so we may be optimistic.

Speaking about regional cooperation,
Ivan Ganev said that, without imi-
tating foreign models, taking into
account the specific conditions of the
Balkans, we may seek such a form
and content as responds better to the
present phase of development of Bal-
kan cooperation. He emphasized the
need for the continuation of talks so
as to turn the Balkans into a zone
free of mnuclear and chemical wea-
pons, expressed himself for a broader
participation of the Balkan peoples in
the process of understanding, and cal-
led for the exchange of opinions
about the participation of parliaments
in order to enrich the Balkan dialo-
gue. In this direction, Ivan Ganev
said, a role will be played by the
coming meeting of the Committees of

Balkan Understanding and Coopera-
tion. He pointed out that a date may
be set for the meeting of experts for
strengthening mutual trust and secu-
rity. He also spoke about the stren-
gthening of economic cooperation, etc.,
in the framawork of UN organisms.
Also, he expressed himself for encou-
raging Balkan cooperation in the cul-
tural, humanitarian and information
fields. In conclusion, Ivan Ganev sup-
ported the candidature of the PSR of
Albania as the country in which the-
se second meeting of the ministers
of Foreign Affairs of the Balkan coun-
tries will be held.

Then, the floor was given to the
head of the Greek delegation, Consta-
ntinos Georgiu, general secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
present meeting, he said, will contri-
bute not only to the strengthening of
relations between Greece and Alba-
nia, as the host country, but also to
the improvement of the whole atmos-
phere in the region and Europe, part
of which we are. The head of the
Greek delegation pointed out that Gre-
ece has taken an active part in a
number of inter-Balkan activities in
the field of trade, tourism, environ-
ment protection, etc. The Greek Go-
vernment, he said, welcomes the pro-
posals of the transport ministers on
holding periodical meetings, especially
if account is taken of the fact that
the sphere of cooperation will inclu-
de the fields of transport and tele-
communications. He supported the idea
of creating in the Balkans a zone
free of nuclear and chemical weapons,
stressing that the meeting of experts
which was held in Bucarest in 1986
and the recent Paris Conference on
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
may be starting-points to develop the
idea of a zone free of chemical wea-
pons.

Constantinos Georgiou dwelt on the
Greek idea adopted at the Belgrade
Meeting of Foreign Ministers about the
setting up of a Research Institute for
Balkan Economic Cooperation and its
functioning possibly within the first
half of the current year. He appro-
ved of the report submitted by the
working group and suggested that this
group, which is proposed to meet in
the end of February in Athens, be
given a mew mandate to extend and
complete the report on the setting
up of the Institute.

As far as the coming meeting of the
ministers of Foreign Affairs is con-
cerned, he said, it would be wuseful
to adopt a quick decision on the place
and time of its holding. Following the
alphabetical criterion Georgiou thinks
that Albania may be invited to be
the host nation for the meeting of
the Foreign ministers which should
be held in the first half of 1990. In
connection with the meeting of the
high representatives of the ministries
of Foreign Affairs, he said, according
to the alphabetical criterion, it belongs
to Greece to be the host country for
it. If this proposal is adopted, he said,
Greece agrees that it should be held
in Autumn.

Much has been achieved within the
few months following the Belgrade
Meeting of -the Foreign Ministers, said
Georgiou in conclusion, which enables
us to look to the future of Balkan
cooperation with more optimism.

The head of the Rumanian dele-
gation; - the vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs, Constantin Oancea, pointed
out that Rumania attaches special at-
tention fo its relations with the neig-
hbouring countries and thfe, situation
in the Balkans, in generdl, and has
taken a number of steps for the de-
velopment of cooperation and good
neighbourliness, wunderstanding and
security in the region. Rumania is
for even more important steps towards
closer cooperation in the Balkans and
the creation of‘ a zone free of nu-
clear and chemical weapons, as well
as military bases. We think, he said,
that it is possible and mnecessary for
all Balkan states to work with the
same will and to collaborate in or-
der to create the conditions for hol-
ding in Bucharest a highlevel meeting
of the Balkan countries, which will
give a nmew dimension to the streng-
thening of mutual trust and coopera-
tion in this region.

He expressed Rumania’s readiness
to carry the idea of setting up a
Research Institute for Balkan Econo-
mic Cooperation further ahead. Also,
the head of the Rumanian delegation
dwelt on a number of inter-Balkan
activities which will take place in
Rumania. My country, Oancea said,
will take all the measures for the pre-
paration of the meeting of experts on
measures for improving mutual trust
and security, which will be held in
Bucharest in the second tremester of
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this year. In connection with the pos-
sibilities of expanding cooperation
among the Balkan countries in the
field of industry, cooperation and spe-
cialization of production, he propo-
sed the organization of a round table
for representatives of science and te-

chnology of the Balkan countries to
exchange experience among themselves.

The Rumanian delegation, said Oan-
cea in conclusion, agrees in principle
on the coming meeting of the minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs of the Bal-
kan countries being held in accor-
dance with the principle of the al-
phabetical order and preceded by «a
meeting of the representatives of the
ministries of Foreign Affairs
level which will be set

at a
in the fu-
ture.

We have come together, said the
head of the Turkish delegation, the
vice-secretary of the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs, Tanshu Bleda, in order
to seek together ways and means to
strengthen cooperation in the Balkans,
a process which began in Sofia on the
basis of the political will expressed
at the Belgrade Meeting. However, we
have the historical responsibility for
turning our common aspirations to
peace, mutual trust, stability and go-
odwill into deeds. In this context, we
notice with pleasure that many of
those
The head of the Turkish delegation
said that there exist many fields to

ideas are being implemented.

expand cooperation in this region.
Experience has shown, he said, that
mutual understanding and trust are
essential to carry multilateral coope-
ration further ahead. In this direction
we would make a mhajor contribu-
tion by encouraging the creation of
e favourable atmosphere for the achie-
vement of all these common objec-
tives and the removal of obstacles on
the road of goodwill and wunderstan-
ding.

Turkey is of the opinion, he said,
that the success of multilateral Bal-

kan cooperation depends a great deal

on the improvement of bilateral rela-
tions and the solution on time of the
We,
express

more acute bilateral problems.
Bleda,
that

should be

too, said Tanshu

our  conviction Balkan  co-
operation extended in
three directions: in the field of secu-
rity, the economy and in the huma-
nitarian fields. We are for a balanc-
ed progress in three fields.

At the Belgrade and Sofia meetings

these

a great number of proposals on co-
operation were made, he said. Our
opinion is that we must, in the first
place, concentrate our attention and
efforts to

that have been made. In concluding,

implement the proposals
Tanshu Bleda stressed the determi-
nation of Turkey to improve the at-
mosphere of greater understanding
and mutual trust among the Balkan

countries further.

Milivoje Maksié, federal vice-secre-
tary for Foreign Afairs of Yugoslavia,
the other

stressed that, just as all

delegations, he thanks the country
which has organized the meeting for
its warm hospitality. We are all aware
of the great efforts our Albanian col-
leagues have made in the consultations
carried out in the recent months in
order to bring our views as close as
possible. The time that has passed
since the meeting of the Foreign Mi-
nisters of the Balkan countries encou-
rages us, but also sets us many tasks.

In February 1988 all

pants of the Belgrade Meeting were

the partici-

characterized by the desire not only
to open up mnew paths, but also to
ensure that they remained constant
channels for relations of good neigh-
in the Balkans. The head

of the Yugoslav delegation hailed the

bourliness

activities carried out among the Bal-
kan countries and spoke about the
Yugoslav contribution to this field. In
connection with the creation of an at-
mosphere of mutual trust, he said that,
quite rightly, at the Belgrade Meeting

national minorities were seen as fac-



tors of cohesion, stability, friendly re-
lations and cooperation.

Dealing with some concrete propo-
sals, Maksié said that the seaside ci-
tu of Split is ready to play host to the
Balkan olympiad of young mathemati-
cians in 1989. Also, Yugoslav artists
will take part in the arts exhibition
of Bucharest and in the festival of
classical music of Athens. The festi-
val on ensembles of folk dances which
will be held in Ohri of Macedonia,
will create fresh possibilities for our
peoples to get better acquainted with
and closer to one another. Whereas
the get-together of the writers of the
Balkan couniries at Bor in 1989 will
these

be a new cultural event for

countries. About the cooperation in
the struggle against drug traffic and
terrorrism he recalled Yugoslavia’s
proposal that a meeting of the relati-
ve experts should take place in Ju-
ne in that country. Also, he repeated
the proposal that a meeting of the
mayors of the Balkan capitals should
be held in the end of this year or
in the beginning of the coming year
in Belgrade. In connection with the
meeting of the Committees of Balkan
Understanding and Cooperation, which
will be held this year in Tirana, the
head of the Yugoslav delegation wvoi-
ced his belief that this innovative idea
put forward by Albania will find its
concrete expression. Supporting the
criterion of the alphabetical order,
Milivoje Maksié proposed that the co-
ming metting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs should be held in Tira-
na in the beginning of the coming
year. In conclusion, he stressed that
the address of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the message of the Prime-
Minister of the PSR of Albania were
inspiring.

In his address, the vice-minister of
Foreign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Muhamet Kapllani, among other
things, said that the Albanian delega-
tion considers this meeting important,
seeing it as the continuation of the de-

epening of the process of Balkan coope-
ration, convinced that with sincere joint
efforts, this process can be carried fur
ther ahead to strengthen the atmosphere
of mutual trust and understanding in
our peninsula. He pointed out the po-
sitive steps that have been teken for
bilateral cooperation since the me-
etings of the ministers of Foreign Af-
These
steps show that there exist many pos-
sibilities to advance this cooperation
and that, with goodwill, existing dif-

Jairs in Belgrade and Sofia.

ficulties und obstacles can be over-
come to pave the way for a broader
many-sided development of Balkan
relations. Further on, he said that, as
is known, one of the important re-
commendations of the ministers of
Foreign Affairs was about the role
national minorities should play as fa-
ctors of cohesion and stability within
the country and bridges of relations
and cooperation between neighbouring
countries and on a regional scale. To-
day’s practice shows that following
this
of wmutual trust, friendship and secu-

policy serves the strengthening

rity among neighbouring countries.
TI'hen, Muhamet Kapllani dwelt on
the activities of the past year which
have led to the development of bi-
lateral cooperation between our coun-
try and orther Balkan countries. He
said that the Albanian Government,
consistent in its policy of good neigh-
bourliness, considers understanding and
mutual trust not merely possible, but
absolutely mnecessary and that they
are realized through the development
of friendly relations. In accordance
with the recommendations of the Bel-
grade Meeting of the Ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs, the Albanian Committee
for Balkan Understanding and Coope-
ration has started its activities and is
working to establish contacts with
analogous committees and organisms in
the other Balkan countries, with the
aim. of finding the main directions
for their cooperation in strengthening
understanding and friendship among

our peoples. During 1988 Albania has
taken part in and made its contribu-
tion to a number of Balkan multi-
lateral activities. One of them was
the meeting of the transport ministers
of the Balkan states which showed
that, when fields of common interest
are sought and identified, and when
constructive efforts are made by all
parties, it is possible to embark on
concrete activities and achieve positive
results. After indicating also some other
activities in which our country has par-
ticipated, he stressed that the spirit
of understanding and constructive co-

operation has prevailed in them.
Further on, Muhamet Kapllani said:

From consultations carried out with
all the states of the region and from
what was said here about the co-
ming meeting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan coun-
tries, I have the pleasure to express
the readiness of my government for
Albania to be the host country of
this meeting in 1990. On this occa-
sion, 1 want to sincerely thank all
the delegations which expressed them-
selves in favour of his meeting being

held in Tirana.
In conclusion he stressed that stabi-

lity, peace and security in the Bal-
kans are problems of first priority for
all the countries of the region. The
process of understanding and coope-
ration also serves this task, just as
it could not advance without stabili-

ty and opeace.

On the second day of the proceedings
of the meeting, the delegations ex-
changed opintons about the process
of Balkan cooperation and problems
having to do with developing under-
standing and mutual trust in our re-
gion. At these talks the desire was
expressed to carry further ahead the
steps taken towards a broader coope-
ration emong the Balkan states.

In the last session, the participants
discussed the recommendations of the
working group and adopted the pro-

tocol of the meeting.
In the protocol it is said:
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From January 18 to 20, 1989 the
meeting of the high officials of the
ministries of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries was held in Tirana
in accordance with the recommen-
dations of the Belgrade Meeting of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and as
agreed at the Sofia Meeting of high
officials.

The Chairman of the Council of Mi-
nisters of the People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania, Adil Carcani, ad-
dressed the meeting a message Of
greetings.

At the Tirana Meeting took part the
delegations of the ministries of Fo-
reign Affairs of: the People’s Repu-
blic of Bulgaria, headed by the wice-
-minister of Foreign Affairs, Ivan Ga-
nev; the Greek Republic, headed by
the General Secretary of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Constantinos
Georgiou: the Socialist Republic of Ru-
mania, headed by the vice-minister
of Foreign Affairs, Constantin Oan-
cea; the Republic of Turkey, headed
by the vice-secretary for economic af-
fairs at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
jairs, ambassador Tanshu Bleda; the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugos-
lavia, headed by the federal vice-se-
cretary, Milivoje Maksié, and the Pe-
ople’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
headed by the vice-minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, Muhamet Kapllani, who
was elected chairman of the meeting.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania, Reis Malile, received the heads
of the delegations. He attended the
opening session and greeted the me-
eting.

The high officials analysed and as-
sessed the realization of activities and
initiatives in the context of multila-
teral Balkan cooperation for 1988 and
examined new ideas and possibilities
to develop it further in the future.

During the past wyear constructive
efforts were made by all partners in
seeking and identifiying fields of com-
mon interest, and concrete activities

were carried out in this direction.

They hailed the
the Belgrade Meeting of the Trans-

achievements of

port Ministers of the Balkan states
and noted with pleasure their pro-
posal to hold periodical meetings, as
well as their recommendation to hold
a meeting in the field of telecom-
munications.

The high officials assessed the pre-
parutory work carried out on Dece-
mber 13-14 in Ankara for the meeting
of the ministers of the FEconomy or
Foreign Trade. They recommended
that the meeting of ministers should
be held on March 15-16, 1989 in An-
kara.

The participants in the meeting al-
s0 assessed the efforts made und the
results achieved at the meeting of
the governmental experts for drawing
out a convention on environment pro-
tection for the Balkan countries, held
in Pravec of Bulgaria. The meeting
recommended that the group for wor-
king out a draft-convention should
meet in February 1989 at Marmaris,
Turkey.

The high officials of the ministries
of Foreign Affairs once again em-
phasized the utility of setting up a
Research Institute for Belkan Eco-
nomic Cooperation in Athens. They
took note of the report prepared on
this question by the working group
set up according to the agreement
reached in Sofia, and recommended
that the above group should meet
again by the end of February 1989
in Athens to examine other aspect
which have to do with the setting
up and Jfunctioning of the Institute
in question.

They assessed the results achieved
by the 21st Conference of the Bal-
kan Countries on Tourism, which was
held in Bulgaria.

They also empasized the positive
contribution of non-governmental acti-
vities in wvarious fields such as the
meeting of the national commissions
of the Balkan countries for UNESCO

in Ankara, the session of the Balkan



Medical Union in Athens. etc.

The meeting of the high officials
of the ministries of Foreign Affairs
emphasized the determination and re-
adiness of the Balkan countries for
the positive process of inter-Balkan
cooperation to be deepened and con-
solidated on the basis of full equali-
ty aend mutual respect, which is to
the benefit of understanding and mu-
tual trust in the region ,as well as
peace and security in the Balkans and
Europe, in general.

It was recommended that the co-
ming meeting of ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan countries
should be held in October 1990 in
Tirana.

The coming meeting of the high of-
ficials of the ministries of Foreign
Affairs will be held in autumn this
year in Greece.

The proposal of holding a meeting
of the heads of the Balkan states
or governments of the Balken coun-
iries in Bucharest was discussed, and
the importance of the creation of con-
ditions for its organization was em-
phasized.

The high officials took note of the
Albanian proposal on working out
and adopting the principles of good
neighbourliness in the Balkans.

The high officials recommended
the extension of contacts between
their relative parliaments, as well os
the study of possibilities for the cre-
ation of parliamentary groups for Bal-
kan f{riendship and cooperation.

Attention was paid to the proposal
on turning the Balkans into a zone
free of nuclear and chemical weapons.
It was recommended that this propo-
sal should remain a question for fur-
ther discussion.

It was emphasized that representa-
tives of a great nmumber of non-gover-
nmental organizations can also con-
tribute to strengthening the spirit of
Balkan cooperation through activities
of warious kinds.

The high officials of the ministries

of Foreign Affairs took note of the
proposal of the Belgrade mayor ad-
dressed to the mayors of the capitals
of the Balkan countries, and more
concretely Ankara, Athens, Bucharest,
Sofia and Tirana, to hold a meeting
in Yugoslavia the date of which
should be agreed on later.

The high officials agreed on the ti-
me and place of other uactivitics as
follows:

— Meeting at the minister level on
industrial cooperation and technology
transfer in Rumania in the end of
May or the beginning of June 1989.

— Meeting of the ministers of Po-
wer Industry in Tirana in the first
semester of 1990. A group of experts
will meet in Tirana for its prepara-
tion in the second semester of 1989.

— Meeting of experts of the Balkan
countries to discuss measures for the
creation of an atmosphere of mutual
trust and security among the Balkan
countries in the second tremester of
1989 in Bucharest.

— A special meeting to encourage
economic and commercial cooperation
among the Balkan countries, which
will be held in the second semester
1989 in Bucharest.

— Meeting of experts in the field of
sanitation in Autumn 1989 in Greece.

— The high officials recommended
that experts in cultural, humanitarian
and information problems should meet
in the second half of September in
Sofia and, possibly, before the end
of 1989 in Ankara, successively. Pro-
ceeding from the nature of these me-
etings it was emphasized that they
should be open to public opinion, the
means of communication included. All
the relative steps for the organiza-
tion of these meetings will be taken
by the host countries in consultation
and cooperation with all the other
Balkan countries.

— Meeting of experts to discuss co-
operation in the struggle against ter-
rorism and the traffic of drugs and

weapons possibly in June 1989 in Bel-
grade.

— Meeting of the representatives of
the ministries of Agriculture in the
first semester of 1990 in Athens.

— Meeting of the Committees for
Balkan Understanding and Coopera-
tion and other similar mnon-govern-
‘mental organizations in Qctober in 1989
i Tirana.

Taking into account the number of
meetings to be held on the same pro-
blem, the participants agreed on va-
rious meetings and activities on a Bal-
kan level being carried out on a ro-
tation basis, as in the case of the
meetings of the foreign ministers and
high officials.

The meeting of the high officials
of the ministries of Foreign Affair of
the Balkan countries went on in a
constructive spirit of understanding. It
highly valued the involvement and
efforts of all the Balkan countries
to ceasélessly develop the process of
multilateral and bilateral cooperation
in the region.

The meeting of high officials ex-
pressed their high evaluation of the
way its proceedings were carried out
and expressed their thanks to the Go-
vernment of the PSR of Albania for
the warm hospitality given the dele-
gations participating in this meeting.

The meeting was declared closed
by the head of the delegation of
the host country which chaired the
proceedings, the vice-minister of Fo-
reign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Muhamet Kapllani. He noted with
pleasure that the meeting has achi-
eved its objectives and that the ba-
lance of activities carried out in the
context of Balkan cooperation is a
positive one. More important, he em-
phasized, is that this cooperation is
becoming a tendency which is gai-
ning ground, creating the conditions
for the strengthening of understanding
and mutual trust, which brings the
peoples of our peninsula closer to-
gether,



In this context it is important that
the second meeting of the minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs was unani-
mously decided to be held in the
Year 1990. It will certainly carry the
already started political dialogue fur-
ther forward and define the basic
orientations of cooperation for the
two coming years. Aware of the im-
portance of the tasks it is charged
with, Muhamet Kapllani said in con-
clusion, the Albanian Government will
do everything that depends on it for
the meeting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs in Tirana to give a fresh
impulse to cooperation in our region
and make a really tangible contribu-
tion to the improvement of the at-
mosphere and the carrying forward
of the process of understanding, mu-
tual trust and cooperation in the Bal-
kans.

Then, the heads of delegations than-
ked for the hospitality, the good or-
ganization of the meeting and the con-
structive spirit that characterized it,
which will contribute to the improve-
ment of the atmosphere of coopera-
tion and wunderstanding in the Bal-
kans.

On January 19, the wice-chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the
PSR of Albania, Manush Muyftiu, re-
ceived at separate meetings the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs of the
PR of Bulgaria, Ivan Ganev, and the
federal vice-secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs of the SFR of Yugoslavia, Mili-
voje Maksié.

Comrade Manush Myftiu spoke
about the importance of the meeting
of the wvice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs in promoting the spirit of un-
derstanding and friendly cooperation
in the Balkans. He also stressed that
good neighbourliness and development
of bilateral good relations among the
Balkan states serves cooperation in the

Balkans and the fulfilment of the as-
pirations of its peoples to live in
peace and friendship.

On January 20, Comrade Manush
Myftiu received at separate meetings
Tanshu Bleda, the vice-secretary at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkey, Constantinos Ge-
orgiou, General Secretary at the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Re-
public of Greece, and Constantin Oa-
ncea, vice-minister of Foreign Affa-
irs of the SR of Rumania.

He spoke about the feelings of fri-
endship and respect the Albanian pe-
ople nurture for the peoples of the
Balkans, as well as the ardent de-
sire of our country to contribute to
the extension of cooperation among

the countries of the peninsula.

..On  January 18 the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Reis Malile, received at the mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs the vice-
ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries who had come to
take part in the Tirana Meeting.

On January 21st the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Reis Malile, received
at separate meetings the vice-minister
of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria, Ivan
Ganev, the General Secretary at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Gre-
ece, Constantinos Georgiu, and the vi-
ce-secretary at the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs of Turkey, Tanshu Bleda.

At these meetings the constructive
spirit of understanding, which cha-
racterized the meeting of the wvice-
-ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countris, was highly wvalued,
opinions were exchanged about the
development of bilateral relations, and
the desire was expressed that they
should be extended and developed
further in the jfuture.

On January 22, Comrade Reis Mali-
le received the Federal vice-secretary



for Foreign Affairs of the SFR of Yu-
goslavia, Milivoje Maksié.

At this meeting the success of the
meeting of the wvice-ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan countries
was mentioned and opinions were
exchanged about the existing relations
between Albania and Yugoslavia, and
the desire wus expressed that they
should be extended in the field of
economic and commercial, cultural, te-
chnical and scientific relations, as well
as in the field of transport, manage-
ment of water resources, ete.

At the same time Comrade Reis
Malile emphasized that the problem
of Kosova and, in general, the con-
dition of the Albuanians in Yugosla-
vie have an influence on the rela-
tions between the two countries. This
influence, he said, may be either po-
sitive or negative, in direct relation-
ship with the stand taken towards
the Albanians there. When we men-
tion this, we proceed from our con-
cern about the future of relations bet-
ween our countries and their deve-
lopment on the road of good neigh-
bourliness, and from the sincere de-
sire for peace and understanding in
the Balkans.

The Albanian foreign minister said
that the Albanian side has been and
is always ready to discuss the further
development of relations and coopera-

tion in a constructive spirit with the

Yugoslav side, on the basis of equ-
ality and mutual benefit, and in tho-
se directions which serve freedom
and independence, sovereignty and te-
rritorial integrity and the friendship
among peoples.

On January 20, Comrade Reis Ma-
lile put on a reception in Durrés in
honour of the delegations which took
part in the meeting of wvice-minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs of the Bal-

kan countries.

On January 19, the head of the Al-
banian Committee for Balkan Under-
standing and Cooperation, Prof. Dhi-
miter Shuteriqi, gave a cocktail for

the vice-ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Balkan countries. Deputies to

the People’s Assembly, members of
the above-mentioned Committee, wri-
ters, professors, nmewspapermen, men of
science, art and culture, and others
were present.

In the evening of the same day the
artistic troupes of the capital gave
a concert in honour of the foreign de-
legations in the hall of the Opera
and Ballet Theatre. Apart from Alba-
nian songs and dances, the concert
also included songs of Balkan coun-
tries, which were warmly executed by

our artists.
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RAISING WELL-BEING
FOR THE PEOPLE-
THE SUPREME

AIM OF THE PARTY

by NIKO GJYZARI

An epoch-made victory, which ensures the material and cultural
well -being for all the people, is the dynamic development

of our country, the extended socialist reproduction

for a massive consumption which grows continuously

THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN OUR COUNTRY IS AN INDISPU-
TABLE PROOF OF THE GREAT SOLICITUDE OF THE PARTY AND THE
PEOPLE'S STATE POWER FOR THE GRADUAL BUT STEADY RAISING
OF THE MATERIAL AND CULTURAL WELL-BEING OF THE WORKING
PEOPLE. EVERYTHING WHICH IS PRODUCED AND CREATED IN OUR
COUNTRY IS DONE IN THE NAME AND INTEREST OF THE WORKING
PEOPLE, THROUGH THE CORRECT HARMONIZATION OF PEOPLE’S
WELL-BEING WITH THE STRENGTHENING OF THE ECONOMY AND THE
DEFENCE POTENTIAL OF THE COUNTRY, THE NEEDS OF THE PRESENT
WITH THOSE OF THE FUTURE, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY WITH
THAT OF THE RURAL AREA, THE GUARANTEE OF THE SOCIAL EQUA-
LITIES ACHIEVED WITH THEIR FURTHER DEEPENING.

An epoch-making victory which en-
sures the material and cultural well-
being for all the working people, is
the dynamic development of our eco-
nomy, the extended socialist repro-
duction for a massive consumption
which grows continuously. In the
years of the people’s state power the
social product and the national in-
come have increased 2-4 times more
rapidly than the population increase.
As a result, Albania which only half
a century before could not produce
enough maize for less than 1 million
inhabitants, today is in a position to
provide all the necessary food for
a population three times larger and
with higher requirements. As Com-
rade Ramiz Alia has pointed out in
a concise manner, this is an expres-
sion of the emergence of the couniry

NIKO GJYZARI: Chairman of the
State Planning Commission

from poverty into prosperity, and cons-
titute one of the pollars of its econo-
mic and political independence. Not
only in comparison with the pre-Li-
beration period, or with the early
post-Liberation years of the socialist
construction, but also in comparison
with 10-15 years ago, the per capita
consumption of the stapple articles
has increased in a continuous man-
ner. In the period 1987-1988 the state
trading sector provided the people
with an average of 56 per cent more
food-stuffs and about 35 per cent more
consumer goods, excluding foods. Even
in the conditions of the prolonged
periods of draught accompanied with
the very high temperatures of the
last years, which caused failures in
the fulfilment of some indices of the
plan, especially in agriculture, the
frade sector behaved with stability,
the supply of the people did not

show any decline, but on the oppo-
site, increased further. The consump-
tion per capita of the population in
cities and work centres for many ar-
ticles — such as eggs, fish, rice, shoes,
stockings and socks, soap and washing
powders, in recent years, as against
1980, has had a general upward trend.
In 1986, as against 1980, to the people
of the cities and work centres were
sold 39 per cent more fats, 25 per
cent more sugar, 83 per cent more
eggs, 29 per cent more rice, 70 per
cent more utensils, etc. The increase
of the production of milk by about
35 thousand fons in 1988, compared
to 1987, is mainly the result of the
initiative of the cooperativist pea-
santry to maintain small herds in the
brigades, and this, in turn, has crea-
ted conditions for the peasaniry to
provide better for its own needs.
The working people of our coun-
try take an average of about 3,000
calories a day, which is the mean
level of many other countries. Al-
though there is room for improve-
ments of the structure of calories,
because most of them are obtained
from vegetable sources, bearing in
mind the age-groups of the popula-
tion in which the younger ages pre-
dominate, this fuhd of calories is
sufficient to ensure high productivity
of intellectual and physical work. The
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normal supply of the population and
the guaranteeing of balanced diets has
brought about a situation in which
all diseases caused by unbalanced food
diets have disappeared completely and
the anthropometric characteristics of
our people have been improved great-
ly. Today the youth reach the indi-
ces of physical development one year
earlier than they did ten years be-
fore. The average life expectancy of
the population is 71.6 years, against
04.9 in 1960, and 38.83 years in 1938.
in recent years the deaths per thou-
sand inhabitants are calculated at
5.6-5.7 (one of the lowest in Europe),
whereas births are calculated at over
25, or the highest in Europe.

Material well-being, the spiritual
world c¢f the man, his personality,
the emancipation and happiness of
evervone are gﬁarahteed by the en-
tire economic and social develcpment
of the country, which relies entirely
on its own forces, without -credits
and debts from abroad. At their foun-
dation they have the free work for
oneself, for one’s family and for the
whole society, free from any kind
of exploitation and eppression. Work
is the source of inspiration and optim-
ism for the whole society and the
main road for raising well-being to
a higher level. The years of the so-
cialist construction in Albania are the
years of that epoch-making leap which
has been made in the field of work.
Work is guaranteed to everyone. Every
year the state provides jobs for an
average of 45-50 thousand people, and
every citizen in working relations
in cities or work centres supports
0.84 people today as against 1.52 in
the year 1970, whereas in the coun-
tryside 1.42 against nearly 2 in 1970.

For the complete employment of
the work forces, the society spends
considerable material and financial
means in the form of fundamental
investments. The opening of one new

work place today requires more
than 100 thousand leks, or nearly
twice as much as in the ’60s. This

is a major commitment of the so-
ciety because, despite the instability
of the world market, the crises, stag-
nation of the capitalist economy, in-
flation and the influence of all these

factors on our economy, still the in-
come of the working people is main-
tained intact, prices are kept at a
stable level, and everything is coped
with by the state. Only from the
price rises for imports of many food
and indusirial articles the income of
the state budget has spent an excess
of 450 million leks in order to main-
tain the stability of prices for the
retail trade goods inside the country.
This and the policy of keeping rela-
tively low prices for bread and food-
stuffs, for children’s clothing and
school articles, the very Ilow house
rent which does not exceed the in-
come from 2-3 workdays, which is
pursued in our country, is a great
advantage for the working people,
especially for the working people earn-
ing an average pay, who, in this
manner, can secure their 1living.
Achievements in the raising of
well-being for the working masses,
despite some shortage which is no-
ticed here and there as result of the
failure to attain the targets of the plan
in agriculture, in the food-stuffs in-
dustry and the light industry, emerge
in a special light if we compare this
with the fact that in recent years
the economic crises, cronic unem-
ployment, inflation and price rises in
the capitalist and the revisionist
countries have further deepened the
class polarization: on the one hand,
there is ap increase in the profits
of metropolises and financial oligar-
chies, while, on the other hand, the
living of the broad working masses
has become more expensive.
Naturally, if we make comparisons
with the situation of some years be-
fore, the achievements in the uplift
of well-being can be easily seen. But
the Party instructs us that in this
question, too, comparisons should be
made with the growing needs of the
working people of city and the rural
ar:a. It is a positive fact that the
raising of people’s material and cul-
tural level serves as an incentive for
the further increase of production and
puts new demands for more mate-
rial and spiritual blessings, which
enrich the life of the people. This
is the dialectics of development, but
at the same time it makes higher
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demands on the stale organs and the
economy for the fulfilment of these
requirements. .

Production per capita of stapple con-
sumer goods from one year to another
and from one five-year plan to an-
other has kept increasing. Compared
to the 1980 level, the per capita pro-
duction of cheeses has increased 16
per cent, eggs 37 per cent, knitware
3 per cent, beer 40 per cent, utensils
and glassware of everyday use 16 per
cent, etc. There have been increases
also in imported consumer goods such
as sugar, fats, textiles, etc. Along with
this the demands of the people for
food and other articles, not only in
the cities but also in the villages,
have increased.

Moreover, our peasant today, as a
result of the great economie, cultural
and social changes, has emerged as
a consumer of many articles, and not
only food articles but also indus-
trialized products, just as the town
population. Today the peasant has hig-
her demands not only for salt and
kerosene, but also for various texti-
les, for radio- and tv-sets, refrigera-
tors and other domestic appliances,
and has greater requirements for more
vegetables and beans, potatoes, milk,
meat, eggs, etc. In this aspect, as a
result of the social equality, there are
not great changes in the various so-
cial groups, or among different fa-
milies as regards the consumption of
the food and other products turned
out by our industry and agriculture,
or imported from abroad. Seen in this
light, consumption serves to stimulate
production, whereas production, des-
pite its continuous growth, still has
not reached the level required for
adequate consumption, both in quan-
tity and in quality. Hence, the supply
of the market with some consumer
goods has not been always and in
every moment satisfactory. Shortages
in supplies can be avoided through
a better work for the rhythmical ful-
filment of the plans, and the increase
of the care for the good administra-
tion of production, the increase of the
productivity of social labour and the
strengthening of the savings regime
everywhere. As Comrade Ramiz Alia
has stressed, the situation of the
market can be considered as healthful
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«only when the people can find and
buy milk, meat and fish, eggs, ve-
getables and fruits as much as they
can; when the market can fulfil the
basic needs and can respond to the
purchasing power of the people.»

Of course, the rise in the material
well-being and the cultural level of
the people is determined by the de-
gree in which the plans of produc-
tion, building and the social-cultural
sectors are fulfilled. The standard of
living today and in the future is the
result of the general advance in the
economy and culture, in agriculture
and industry, in the technical-scien-
tific revolution and in the improve-
ment of the economic relations, in the

rapid development of malerial pro-
duction, in the sectors of services and
the social and cultural activities. The
requirements for more supplies of bet-
ter quality put forward new tasks for
greater obligations of everyone for
a more fruitful work, for producing
more and at a low cost. This has great
importance, because we are at the
same time consumers and producers
and cannot have a set of demands
in our role as the consumer and a
different set of demands In our role
as producer. Therefore, the raising of
the general wellbeing is connected
with the work of everyone on all
fronts to carry out the tasks and plans
in all fields.

New dwelling flats at the centre of Tirana
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THE COOPERATIVIST

ORDER-THE MONUMENTAL
WORK OF THE PARTY

by MIHAL ZIU and DHIMITER TOGC1I

With us, cooperativism is an af firmed order in all its aspects,
which is fully integrated into our social system

The socialist transformation of the
couniryside and the development of
the cooperativist order occupies an
important place among the many ma-
jestic achievements made in the years

of the people's state power under the -
_ brilliant leadership of the Party. The

road traversed from November 1948
(when the first agricultural coopera-
tive was set up) until November 1988
(when the 6th Congress of Agricultu-
ral Cooperatives was held) is tull of
victories for the creation, development
and strengthening of the cooperativ-
ist order in Albania. They have shown
in practice the correctness of the line
of the Party, the concrete implemen-
tation of the ideas and teachings of
Comrade Enver Hoxha. The creation
and development of the cooperativist
order is the work of the Party, the

result of its efforts and struggle at-’

the head of the people for the cons-
truction of socialism in city and the
rural area. ’ -

In his message of greetings to the
6th Congress of Agricultural Coope-
ratives, Comrade Ramiz Alia said:
«The setting out of the countryside
on the road of the new life represents
one of the greatest historic victories
of our socialist revolution. In the de-
cades of the epoch of the Party all
our couniry has been and continues
to be in a process of constant change,
but the revolution has developed with
greater infensity in the countryside
than in any other field. In this pe-
riod an all-round transformation has

MIHAL ZIU and DHIMITER TOCI:
Candidates of economic sciences

taken place there: the character of
ownership has changed, the nature
has been transformed, the life of the
people has prospered and their way
of thinking has been emancipated.

«The cooperativist order in Albania
is deeply rooted in the consciousness
of the people, in the countryside, as
well as in the city.»

Relying- on the Marxist-Leninist
teachings, on the socialist transforma-
tion of the countryside, our Party
worked out and applied a correct
revolutionary line, with which it sol-
ved the major tasks that emerged
for the Albanian agriculture and the
countryside, in general, with success.
The first step in the implementation
of this programme was the Land
Reform, which brought about radical
changes in the relations of ownership
of the land and in the social-class
structure of the country. The appli-
cation of the Land Reform solved
the antagonistic contradiction between
the working peasantry and the for-
mer big landowners.. The small-scale
property became dominant in the
countryside. i

However, the Party was fully cons-
cious that the Land Reform -was not
enough to pull the peasantry out of
the great centuries-long- backwardness
and, what is more, socialism in the
countryside could not - be built on
that basis. It was completely con-
vinced that the -only course which the
peasantry must follow was to setting
out on the socialist road. Speaking
about this Lenin pointed out: «..the
distribution of the land is a good

thing as a beginning. This shows that
the land is taken from the landowners
and passes into the hands of the
peasantry. But this is not all. The
way out is only in the collective til-
ling of the land.»!

Relying on the teachings of Marx-
ism-Leninism, the Party worked out
the programme for the socialist trans-
formation of the countryside according
to the Leninist principles of coope-
ration in the concrete conditions of
our country. That was on objective
imperative which was conditioned by
various ideological, political and so-
cial factors. The collectivization of
agriculture would solve the contra-
dictions between the advanced poli-
tical power and the old backward
economic base, those between indus-
try and agriculture, between city and
the rural area, etc. Our Party gui-
ded the whole work for the collec-
tivization of agriculture in an orga-
unized manner, through the creative
implementation of the principles of
Marxism-Leninism on the socialist
transformation of the countryside.

At the foundation of its policy it
placed the educative work with the
peasants, so that collectivization should
be carried out with the ideological
conviction and the free will of the
peasants. It was clear to the Party
that in order to make the peasants
joint the- road of collectivization vo-
luntarily, first they should be con-
vinced by their own experience of
the superiority of the large-scale so-
cialist economy over the small private
economy.
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In 1946 the first seven cooperatives
were set up and became the source
of inspiration and schools of the so-
cialist collectivization of agriculture
in our country. They were set up and
strengthened through and all-round
political, economic, financial, tech-
nical and organizational assistance by
the whole society. On this question
the Party has always been guided
by the Leninist thesis that every so-
cial order is born with the financial
support of a given class, that is, of
the state power, the class in power.

The accomplishment with success of
the socialist collectivization of the
countryside showed that only in the
conditicns of the dictatorship of the

proletariat and in alliance with and .

under the leadership of the working
class can the peasantry set out and
march with success on the road of
socialism.

The process of collectivization in our
country has developed through fierce
class struggle. The kulaks ana ail
the remnants of reaction, the ex-
ruling classes, tried at all costs, using
arms and propaganda, to smother the
new cooperativist order which was
emerging and was developing with
success in the Albanian countryside.
Therefore, the Party in its policy of
the treatment of different groups of
the population in the countryside lea-
ned on the poor peasants, on the al-
liance with the middle peasants, while
struggling against the kulaks, towards
whom it pursued the line of econo-
mic restriction, political isolation and
final elemination as such,

The analysis of the process of so-
cialist transformation of the country-
side in Albania reveals that, along
with the general features which emer-
ge from the application of the laws
of socialist construction, the collecti-
vization of agriculture in Albania re-
presents some peculiarities which stem
from the concrete social and econo-
mic conditions of the countryside in
the period of socialist -transforma-
tion, from the specific features and
the traditions of life in our country-
side and from the character of the
popular revolution in Albania.

First, the collectivization of agri-
culture was carried out in the con-
ditions of the existence of the small
private ownership of the land, which

was distributed among the peasants
by the Land Reform without compen-
sation. The experience of our country
shows that collectivization can be ac-
complished with success even without
nationalizing the land, but only after
implementing the Land Reform accord-
ing to profoundly revolutionary cri-
teria.

Second, the collectivization of agri-
culture in our country was carried
out in Albania at a time when in-
dustry, especially the processing and
heavy industries, did not exist. In
these conditions the material-techni-
cal base of the cooperativist produc-
tion was weak and the level of pro-
ductive forces relatively low. There-
fore, the process of the socialist re-
organization of the countryside must
not be impeded in an artificial man-
ner by waiting till the productive
forces developed fully, as the revi-
sionists and opportunists eclaim.

Third, collectivization in our coun-
try was carried out without any
intermediate forms of cooperation,
but by going over directly to the hig-
hest forms of cooperation in the field
of production -— the agricultural co-
operative.

Fourth, the agricultural cooperatives
were set up on the basis of the ter-
ritory of the village. So, in the ini-
tial phase they were relatively small,
This responded to the conditions and
poussibilities of their economic and
organizational management.

After the collectivization was com-
pleted, the development of the pro-
ductive forces called for the further
socialization of the cooperativist pro-
duction. For this purpose, the process
of the enlargement of the cooperati-
ves began and was carried out gra-
dually on the basis of the merger
of some existing cooperatives into
larger ones.

The successful
unification of the
of the rural area
constitutes the most radical revo-
lutionary change in the agrarian
relations. This process marked the
triumph of the second revolution
in the social and economic relations
in the countryside, the transition from
the old to the new relations. This
transition brought about far-reaching
changes in the economic social, po-

conclusion of the
small producers
in our country
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litical, ideological and cultural do-
mains of the countryside in particular
and of the whole society in geheral,
changes which bear no comparison
with the past.

In the economic field the most ra-
dical change regards the relations
of ownership, the replacement of the
private property of the land and the
agricultural inventory by the coope-
rativist common property. Precisely
this transition, which was realized in
the conditions of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, constitutes the key to
all the victories in the building of
the new socialist order in the coun-
tryside throughout the whole period
of the socialist construction. A new
type of relations — the socialist re-
lations in production — was born and
developed in the countryside on the
basis of the cooperativists’ common
ownership.

The most important victory in the
political domain which was achieved
with the collectivization of agriculture
is the setting out of the countryside
on the road of socialism and the fur-
ther strengthening of the alliance bet-
ween the working class and the co-
operativist peasantry, the strengthem-
ing of the links between industry
and agriculture and between city and
the rural area, in general. With this
the political-social basis of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat in Albania
was consolidated. The centuries-long
antagonistic contrast between city and
countryside was eleminated and each
saw the other as its natural ally.

The collectivization of agriculture si-
riultaneously created favourable con-
ditions which, accompanied with the
great educative work of the Party,
created the suitable ground for the
inculcation of the socialist world out-
look in the peasaniry, thus gradually
freeing it of the burden of back-
ward customs, religious prejudices,
the feeling of private property and
petty-bourgeois individuality, and from
the mentality and psychology of the
small Ilandowner. Instead of them
emerged new features of the commun-
ist morality, such as collectivism, the
socialist stand towards the property
and work, the putting of the general
interest above that of the cucpera-
tive and the interest of the coope-
rative above the personal interest, the
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concern for the progress of the work
in the cooperative, etc.

The PLA has always correctly im-
plemented the Marxist-Leninist prin-
ciple on the relationship between
the productive forces and the rela-
tions in production. Therefore, along
with the development of the pro-
ductive forces it has realized the
uninfprrupted perfection of the social-
ist relations in the countryside on the
revolutionary road. The setting up of
the higher-type cooperative consti-
tutes a special contribution of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha, an
enrichment of the theory and practice
of the construction of socialist in the
countryside. They mark a new step
forward on the efforts to bring the
property of the group closer to the
property of the whole people. In 1987,
about 11 per cent of the agricultural
cooperatives were of the higher type.

An important moment in the pro-
cess of the perfection of the rela-
tions of ownership was also the
transformation of the higher-type co-
operatives into state farms. In ac-
complishing this transition, our Party
had to explore new untrodden paths,
which involved the solution of many
problems in the process. This tran-
sition is carried out in an organized
manner, under the guidance of the
Party and the socialist state, with
measured gradual steps, and is not
abandoned tb spontaneity, or haste-
ned artificially. This process is the
result of the quantitative and quali-
tative development of the productive
forces of the socialist relations in
production. This process is now un-
der way throughout the country.

The measures for the restriction
of the cooperativists’ personal plot
and for the formation of the com-
mon herds with the animals of the
cooperativist families were important
moments in the development and
strengthening of the cooperativist or-
der. The cooperativists’ personal plot,
as an economy of an auxiliary cha-
racter which fulfils the needs of the
cooperativist families, emerged along
with the birth of the cooperativist
order in the countryside. It is con-
nected with the general development
of the cooperativist order. The deve-
lopment and economic strengthening
of the agricultural cooperatives in

Albania has brought about the gra-
dual reduction of the economic im-
portance of the cooperativists’ perso-
nal plot which tends to grow smaller
and smaller, thus opening a broader
prospect for the development of the
socialist relations of the countryside
and the psychology which it cultiva-
tes among the peasantry, by freeing
the consciousness of the peasants from
the burden of the petty-bourgeois psy-
chology and mentality.

The transitional character of the
cooperativists’ personal plot and its
gradual reduction and disappearance
is hastened by the creation of the
small herds and plots of the briga-
des. The enhancement of their role,
according to the directive of the Par-
ty, in the fulfilment of the needs of
the cooperativist peasantry for milk,
meat, vegetables, potatoes, dry beans,
will gradually liquidate the economic
function of the cooperativists’ per-
sonal plot and will make it useless as
such.

The establishment of the new so-
cial relations of production, under
the impact of the development of
productive forces, opened up major
prospects for the agricultural produc-
tion to go ahead. In this manner,
agricultural production in our coun-
try has increased about twice as fast
as the population growth. In 1987 it
was 5.4 fold greater than in 1938 and
about 3.1 fold greater than in 1960.

Agriculture has developed in all
branches, but the main place is oc-
cupied by the bread grain, the pro-
duction of which in 1987 was 4.6
fold greater than in 1960. Beginning
from 1976 our country is selfsuffi-
cient in bread grain. Rapid rates have
characterized the production of the
industrial crops, vegetables, etc. The
development of agriculture has follo-
wed both the extensive and the in-
tensive road, though in the last pe-
riod the latter has had priority. Yields
of agricultural crops in 1987, against
1960, have been 2 or 3 times greater.
Thus, yvields of wheat have increased
about 4.2 fold, maize 4.5 fold, vegeta-
bles 1.8 fold, tobacco 2 fold, sugar-
beet 1.8 fold, milk production per
milk cow 2.5 fold, etc. In this man-
ner, the increase in agricultural pro-
duction has been ensured mainly from
the increase in yields of crops.
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These achievements are based on
the continuous strengthening of the
material-technical base. Against 30
tractors which our country had in
1938, in 1987 it had 19,265, and the
surface of arable land for each trac-
tor from 1,000 hectares in 1938 fell
to 37 hectares. The number of harves-
ters and header-thrashers in 1987 was
1,433, or 4.1 times greater than in
1960, whereas only thrashing-machi-
nes from 75 in the year 1938 increa-
sed to 1,857 in 1987. In the year 1938
the draught power occupied only 0.7
per cent of the total motor power
and draught animals 9.3 per cent of
it, whereas in the vear 1987 it was
respectively 90.5 per cent and 9.5 per
cent, which shows a radical change
in its structure. The volume of me-
chanized processes in 1987, as against
1960, has increased 8.7 fold.

Major improvements have been made
in the fertilization of the land and
its scientific treatment. In 1987 in
agriculture were used 1331 kg/ha of
active matter against 2,6 and 17 kg
in 1950 and 1960. Colossal investments
have been made for the improvement,
draining and irrigation of the land.
In the period 1946-1983 from land sys-
tematization schemes the arable sur-
face has increased by 50.500 hectares
of land, while another 199,420 hecta-
res have been improved, at a time
when the irrigation capacity from
10 per cent in 1938 reached to 574
per cent in 1987.

As a constituent part of the econo-
my, agriculture has increased ‘its role
in and contribution to the indepen-
dent development of the country on
the road of socialism. Its achieve-
ments are an indisputable proof of
the superiorities of the development
of the cooperativist order, which in-
cludes about 3/4 of the arable land,
over 80 per cent of the agricultural
workers, and accounts for over 60 per
cent of the total agricultural production.
In the total of the national agriculture
agriculture provides 34 per cent, of
which 84 per cent is accounted for by the
cooperativist sector. In 1987 this sec-
tor produced 76.2 per cent of the ce-
reales, 58.5 per cent of the potatoes,
97.1 per cent of rice, £9.5 per cent
of cotton, 91.7 per cent of tobacco,
61 per cent of sugarbeet, 71.9 per cent
of sunflower, 51.4 per cent of all ve-
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getables, 64.3 per cent of beans, 55.9
per cent of milk, 79.2 per cent of
wool, 49.7 per cent of meat of the
whole sector, and so on.

The 9th Congress the Party assig-
ned bold and far-sighted objectives
for the development and further
strengthening of the cooperativist or-

der. «During this five-year period,»
Comrade Ramiz Alia said, «the co-
operativist order will be further

strengthened and improved. The rum-
ber of higher-type cooperatives wiil
be increased both within the zone
of priority intensification and outside
it. In them, the original process of
the combinalion of relations which are
characteristic of the property of
the group with those of state pro-
perty will be deepened. The further
transformation of this intermediary
form of socialist property of our agri-
culture into property of the whole
people will be done in natural ways
and without haste. The property of
the combination of relations which
are characteristic of the property of
the group will not exhaust its pos-
sibilities of development and progress
for a long time.»2

In the entire process of the deve-
lopment of agricultural cooperatives,
in future, the aim will be to ensure
the development of the productive
forces and the uninterrupted perfec-
tion of the socialist relations in pro-
duction, and the carrying out of the
process of intensification of produc-
tion; as for the second phase of the
programme of priority intensification,
it will be applied in the plains zone
through the extension of the relations
bhetween the state and the cooperative.
In this development as a whole, the
characteristics of the property of the
group, its organization and manage-
ment, and the assistance which the
working class and the state give it
will be further consolidated, combin-

ing all these with the application of
the cooperativist democracy in prac-
tice.

In order to accelerate and support
the strengthening of the cooperativist
order, the Paity has adopted a num-
ber of important measures which aim
at the continuous increase of assis-
tance for the countryside.
sistunce is materialized in various
forms and means, such as through
the increase of the mechanical base
of the Machine and Tractor Stations,
by completing it with megans and per-
sonal, through the development of
those branches of industry which con-
lribute directly to agriculture, through
credits, selected seeds and pedigree
animals, etc, or even through the
direct participation of the state with
investments and with non-return SO~
cial means in the cooperatives. How-
ever, the decisive factor for the deve-
lopment of the agricultural cooperati-
ves remains reliance on its own for-
ces, the mobilization and use of all
the internal possibilities of the coope-
ratives.

The strengthening of the cooperat-
ivist order requires the ceaseless
strengthening of production and ef-
fectivity. At the present stage these
factors assume special importance
because many possibilities still lie
unutilized. The increase in produc-
tion and efectivity strengthen self-
reliance, increage the degree of inde-
pendent action of the economy, making
it better able to cope successfully
with the imperialist-revisionist bloc-
kade. The objectives are achieved by
putting production on scientific bases
still more thoroughly, by the large-
scale introduction of contemporary
technologies, by better harmonizing all
the factors: human, material, agro-
technical and natural, which condition
the final result in agriculture. These,
in turn, require a higher level of tech-~

This as-
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nical-professional qualification of the
cooperativists, cultured work and scien-
tific managements of production.

The further increase of the effecti-
vity of production is ensured, also,
from the improvement of organiza-
tion and management of work and
production.

The continuous struggle of the PLA
and Comrade Enver Hoxha have
brought about a situation in which,
by exploiting untrodden paths, today
we have a consolidated cooperativist
order, capable of large-scale agri-
cultural and livestock preduction, of
deepening, intensifying and increasing
the efectivity of production, of in-
creasing incomes and of raising the
material and cultural level of the
cooperativists. Today this order ig a
powerful support basis for the eco-
nomic and social development of the
country to new higher levels,

All these questions were discussed
extensively at the 6th Congress of
Agricultural Cooperatives and before,
during the popular debate on the new
statute of agricultural cooperatives,
which this Congress endorsed. The
popular discussion of the draft-sta-
tute was a living expression of coope-
rativist democracy in action. The
cooperativists expressed themselves
freely, with political maturity, rea-
listically and boldly, they put for-
ward their ideas and suggestions, their
preoccupations and constructive criti-
cism about the progress of work and
production, the improvement of orgei-
nization and management of all the
work in the cooperative, about the
continuous strengthening of the eco-

nomy and of the cooperativist system
itself.

1 V. I Lenin, Works, vol. 28, p. 29,
2 Ramiz Alia, Report to the 9th

Congress of the PLA, pp. 54-55,
Engl. ed.
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CONTINUOUSLY
STRENGTHENING
THE

PEOPLE’S

STATE POWER

by Prof. ISMEY FLEZ]I

Albania’s experience shows that the strengthening of the peorle’s
state power and the defence of the victories o f the people’s

revolution cannot be secured without crushing

the resistance of the remnants of overthrown classes,
without smashing and defeating the activity of the internal
and external enemies and any other obnoxious activity

THE CONTINUOUS STRENGTIiIENING, PERFECTION, DEMOCRATIZA-
TION, AND REVOLUTIONIZATION OF THE STATE HAVE BEEN AND
REMAIN AT THE CENTRE OF ATTEN{ION OF OUR PARTY, OF LABOUR.

AT THE 9TH CONGRESS Of THE PARTY, COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA,
FIRST SECRETARY Of THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE PLA, POINTED
OUT THAT THE PARTY FIGHTS TO... «<KEEP THE STATE POWER ALWAYS
STRONG AND UNSULLIED BY ANY BUREAUCRATIC DISTORTION OR
LIBERALIST INFLUENCE AND WE WILL WORK CEASELESSLY FOR ITS
DEVELOPMENT ON THOSE SOUND, POPULAR, DEMOCRATIC FOUNDA-
TIONS WHICH THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR LAID AND WHICH THE
OTHER. GREAT STRUGGLE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM
HAS CONSOLIDATED AND PERFECTED. THE PARTY AND THE PEOPLE
WILL NEVER ALLOW OUR STATE POWER TO BE INFLUENCED BY THE BOUR-
GEOIS AND REVISIONIST IDEAS AND PRACTICES, LABELLED PLURALIST,
SELF—ADMINISTRATIVE, THE STATE OF THE WHOLE PEOPLE, AND SO
ON.»i THE CEASELESS STRENGTHENING OF THE PEQOPLE'S POWER IS
CONNECTED WITH THE WHOLE ADVANCE OF OUR SOCIALIST HO-
MELAND, WITH THE SECURITY OF FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, WITH
THE GUARANTEE OF CITIZENS' EQUALITIES AND RIGHTS.

The uninterrupted strengthening of
the people’'s state power cannot be con-
ceived without the consistent applica-
tion of the principles of Marxism-Le-
ninism, on the basis of which it has
been built as a state of a profoundly
democratic and popular character,
which is radically different from the
old landowner-bourgeois stale and

ISMET ELEZI: Reader at  the
«Enver Horha- University of Tirana

from the state of any other bourgeois
and revisionist country.

Comrade Enver Hoxha, the architect
of our people’s state power, of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, teaches
us that the decisive factor which
has safeguarded and kept the people’s
state intact against the bourgeois and
revisionist influences has been and
remains the leadership of the Party.
Scecuring the undivided political lea-
dership of the Party in the people's

state power is an objective indispen-
sability and an historical reality which
exists from its establishment, throug-
hout these more than 40 years.

The Party leadership in the peo-
ple’s state power is an objective indis-
pensability in as much as the dicta-
torship of the proletariat has been
established. This fact is sanctioned also
in the Constitution of the People’s So-
cialist Republic of Albania which pro-
vides that «The Party of Labour of
Albania, the vanguard of the working
class, is the only leading political force
of the state and society» (Article 3).

The Party of Labour, equipped with
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism,
plays the leading role in the state of
the dictatorship of the proletariat. This
is expressed in the following main di-
rections and especially.

First, the Party determines the con-
tents of the principles according to
which the organs or people’s state po-
wer are built and carry out their
activity, and fights to make sure that
they conform to its general line and
policy.

Second, the leading role of the Party
is expressed in the definition of the
policy to be followed hy all the organs
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of people’s state power in all fields in
which they exercise their activity.

Third, the Party defines the policy
of cadres through their selection, com-
munist ideological and political educa-
t.on and distribution in all the levels
of the state apparatus, in which the
communists play the vanguard role.

Fourth, the Party leads and wages
the struggle against the manifestations
ol bureaucracy and liberalism in the
whole activity of the people’s state
power, for a revolutionary method and
stvle of work. It directs the edge of
ihis struggle against concepts which
foster bureaucracy, liberalism and other
similar manifestations in its work,

Fifth, the Party leads the whole work
to ensure the leading and controlling
activity of the representative organs
ol the state within the system of the
dictatorship of the proletariat and their
check-up on all the other state organs,
in order to establish correct rela-
tionships between them and the exe-
cutive and law-enforcing organs.

Sixth, the leading role of the Party
is expressed in its control, which is
the supreme control on the entire ac-
tivity of the state organs.

The leading role of the Party is
realized through its basic organs and
organizations in every level of the
state apparatus. The 9th Congress of
the Pariy set the task f{or the further
strengthening and enhancement of the
role and effectiveness of the work of
the basic organizations of the Party in
the state apparatus and especially in
the central departments and other ins-
titutions, without, of course, substitu-
ting, doubling or displacing the state
organs.

From the directives of the 9th Con-
gress of the Party il emerges that the
continuous strengthening of the people’s
state power depends, in the firsi place
and above all, on the strengthening
of the leading role of the Party in
the state organs and in all their acti-
vity. The leading role of the Party in
the state of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat grows continuously stronger
and is not weakened as the ideo-
logists of the bourgeoisie and the re-
visionists try to make out.

The profoundly democratic character
of the people's state power lies in its
close links with the broad working
masses which govern the country.

The Constitution provides that «~Al
the power in the People's Socialist
Republic of Albania stems from the
working people and belongs to them»
(Article 5). The participation of the
people in running state affairs is
expressed in the election to the organs
of the state power, from the People's
Assembly to the people’s councils, to
which they send their best, honest
sons, loyval to the interests of the Ho-
meland and socialism.

Because of their very class nature,
the representative organs are pro-
foundly democratic, because they re-
present the working class as the lead-
ing class of our society, the coopera-
tivist peasantry and other working
people, with the Party of Labour of
Albania, the vanguard of the working
class, at its head.

The composition of these organs is
proot of the democratic character. More
than half of 250 deputies to the Peo-
ple’s Assembly, elected on February 1,
19587, are sons of workers, or have
been or are workers themselves, and
26 per cent of them work in the coo-
perativist sector of agriculture.

In April 1986 there were 23.379 coun-
cilors elected to the people’s eouncils
of all levels, of whom 74 per cent had
higher and secondary schooling and
40 per cent were women.’

Thus, the representalive organs of
our state are in the hands of those
classes and strota of the population
which are the cppressed and exploited
classes and  scctions in anv kind of
the capitalist, bourgeois and revisin-
nist state. The people’s councils and
the People’s Assembly are genuine de-
mocratic organs, not only from their
content, but also from the manner of
their formation. Theyv are elected by
general, equal, direct and secret ballot.
on the basis of an electoral system,
which is one of the most democratic
in the word. Elections in our country
bear no comparison with those of anv
other capitalist, bourgeois and revisio-
nist country, in which tihe electoral
right is proclaimed only in form, but
is nol realized in practice because of
many and various limitations and im-
pediments.

The February 1, 1987 elections for
deputies to the People’s Assembly and
those of April 24, 1986 to the people’s
councils were a brilliant manifestation
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of the unity of the people around the
Party and the people’s state power, an
axpression. of the determination to
{further strengthen the people’s state
power, to deepen our socialist demo-
cracy. But the fact that the people
are in power in our socialist Albania
is expressed not only through the elec-
tions to the organs of state power. It
is expressed. above all, in the right
which they have and effectively exer-
cise to decide about the plans of the
secialist construction, the roads of the
development of education and culture,
the problems of the defence of the Ho-
meland, and so on.

The participation of the working
masses in governing the country is
connected with all the revolutionary
economic and social changes and all
the victories of the people’s state
power.

The directives of the 9th Congress
of the Parly put forward new tasks
for the state organs, orientating them
to use various forms to secure the
participation of the broad masses of
working people in governing the coun-
try, in thrashing out and solving the
problems, in adopting decisions and in
controlling application of them.

The bhasic Marxist-Leninist principle
of the building and activity of our
state, ie. democratic centralism, is
sanctioned also in the Costitution of
the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania. The spirit ol this principle com-
bines proletavian centralism with ini-
tialive and self-activity of the local
organs and the working masses.

The 9th Congress of the Party once
more pointed out the need for the co-
rrect understanding and application of
democratic centralism in the running
of the state affairs and the manage-
ment  of the socialist economy. This
directive implies that state discipline
should be further strengihened, that
the lower organs should obey and
carry out orders. instructions and other
juridical acts from the superior organs
to the letter. Without this obedience
and subordination the path would be
left open to manifestations of li-
beralisim, to confusion and anarchy,
which are anti-socialist phenomena
alien to and irreconcilable with the
principle of democratic centralism and
the nature of our people’s state po-
wer,
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The implementation of democratic
centralism also implies the subordina-
tion and rendering of account by the
execulive and law-enforcing organs
to the representative organs, which
leads to the further strengthening of
the people’s state power.

The application of the principle of
democratic centralism is directly con-
nected with the enhancement of the
sense of duty and responsability, with
demanding of account and check-up
on the carrying out of duties and tasks
by each organ and by each individual
working in the state apparatus.

The Congress emphasized ihe need
of strengthening the creative initia-
tive and self-activity of the local or-
gans, and especially of the people's
councils, which leads to the exton-
sion and deepening of our socialist
democracy and guarantees the accom-
plishment of the tasks envisaged tinder
the 8th Five-year Plan.

The application in practice of the

directive of the 9th Congress of the
Party about the enhancement of the
creative initiative and seif-activity of
the local organs of the stale and the
administrations, and the initiative of
the working masses, is achievel by
waging of the class struggle against
concepts of tutelage, the couecent that
only the central organs of the state
administration «are comgeteni», and
against the concepts of waiting for
everything to come ready-made from
above, in order to escape responsshi-
lity, ete.
The application of the socialist laws
is one of the main constitutional prin-
ciples of the building and activity of
the state organs. Speaking about this
problem at the 9th Congress of the
Party, Comrade Ramiz Alia pointed
out, among other things: «Th= correct
application of our laws, rigorous res-
pect for the interests of the state and
the rights of citizens, the active par-
ticipation of the masses in governing
the country, safeguard and further
develop our socialist democracy.»?

Respect for the socialist laws in the
state apparatus is expressed in diffe-
rent forms:

First, it is required that all the state
organs and all the working people of
the state apparatus, independently of
the post and the responsibility they
have, must exercise their activity

within the letter of the Constitution,
of the laws and articles, within. the
powers they have.

Second, that the acts adopted by
state organs should be in conformity
with the Constitution and the laws in
force, and with the juridical acts of
the supreme organs.

Third, that the state organs should
respect the legitimate rights and in-
terests of citizens, should give a co-
rrect and timely solution to the ci-
tizens’ demands and complaints, ac-
cording to the spirit of the law in
force. The 9th Congress of the Party
pointed out that tRe laws, regulations
and instructions can bhe applied pro-
perly when the line of the Party is
known thoroughly, when every pro-
blem is judged profoundly from the
political and ideological stand-point,
when check-up and demanding of
account are strengthened.

Failure to respect the laws, under
whatever pretext, is harmful and does
not serve the interests of the Ho-
meland, the people and socialism.

Application of the law to the letter
requires, as a first condition, that the
work in the organs of people’s state
power should be raised to a higher
level, so that the people working in
the state apparatus, as well as the
broad working masses, are acquainted
with the laws. The question is raised
that the work for the popularization of
the laws should be more effective
and that the laws should be applied
to the letter by everyone and every-
where,

The competences of each organ of
our socialist state are defined in con-
formity with the principle of democra-
tic centralism. The essence of the com-
petences consists in the duty of each
organ and each individual working in
the state apparatus and in social or-
gans, as well as in the responsibility
towards competences.

The 9th Congress dwelt in particular
on the question of competences and
especially in the following main di-
rections:

The state organs of all links must
be up to the respective competences
given to them.

Each organ should apply its own
competences in conformity with the
Constitution and with the laws and
articles in force.
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The cases in which the higher coun-
cils take over the competences of
the lower councils should be avoided,
and further more, it is impermissible
that the executive organs of the eco-
nomic organizations should take over
the competences of the people’s coun-
cils.

It is necessary that the power of the
people’s councils of villages sKould
be strengthened, and the competences
they have should not be taken over or
violated by the united people’s council.

The initiative of the people’s council
in the implementation of its compe-
tences, which are given to it by law,
for the timely solution of accompli-
shment of the important tasks in the
political-administrative field as re-
gards the economy, culture, education,
health service, communal services, the
defence of the Homeland, ete, en-
hances the sense of responsibility of
the councils and their members.

The people’'s councils have broad
competences in all fields of life. They
deal with fundamental problems,
within their competences, and first
of all with the problems of the de-
velopment and strengthening of the
economy. the accomplishment of the
plans, the distribution of the material
blessings, and so on.

On the basis of a critical analysis of
the negative experience of the former
socialist countries and on the basis of
the summing up of the positive ex-
perience of the socialist construction of
our country, the Party of Labour has
shown with scientific argument the
causes of the birth of bureaueracy and
liberalism and the danger they pose
to the dictatorship of the proletariat,
and has shown the need for the strug-
gle against them.

At the 9th Congress of the Party
stress was laid once again on the fact
that the strugele acainst bureaucracy
is waged over a long period, because
the roots of bureaucracy are deep. that
it is linked with the existence of the
state and its administration. That is
why the Partv fights, in the first pla-
ce, against the concepts which foster
bureaucracy in the state apparatus.
At the same time it wages a prin-
cipled and continuous struggle against
liberal influences, as manifestations of
the class struggle.

The struggle against manifestations of
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bureaucracy and liberalism and for a
revolutionary method and style of
work in the organs of the people's
state power is broad and many-
sided.

The perfecting of the method and
style of work in the state organs re-
quires the introduction on a broad
scale of the method of actions, the
continuous intensification of live con-
tacts between cadres and specialists,
on the one hand, and the broad work-
ing masses, on the other, the streng-
thening of their militant spirit in the
accomplishment of their tasks.

The realization of the economic-or-
ganizational function of our socialist
state, the accomplishment of the major
tasks of the 8th Five-year Plan in
industry, agriculture, livestock-farming
and in other sectors, requires that
all the organs of state power should
raise the scientific management of the
economy, the direction of culture to a
highber level, because this is the way
to strengthen the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The 9th Congress of the Parti
pointed out that at the present time
the strenglhening of state control
over the whole pyramid of state organs,
the increase of the effectiveness of state
control, assume special importance.

The adoption of the law on the
creation of the State Control Commis-
sion at the first session of the 11th Le-
gislature of the People’s Assembly on
21 February 1987 is an important

measure for the application of the di-
rectives of the 9th Congress of the
Party.

Albania’s experience shows that the
strengthening of the people’s state po-
wer and the defence of the victo-
ries of the people’s revolution cannot
be made secure without crushing the
resistance of the remnants of overthr-
own classes, without smashing and
defeating the activity of the internal
and external enemies and any other
obnoxious activity.

The state has its special organs
which see to the implementation of this
important function of our socialist sta-
te: the courts of justice, the investi-
gation service, the state attorney’s of-
fice, and the organs of Internal Affairs.
The 9th Congress of the Party put
forward important major tasks for
these organs for the application of
the laws, for the organization and
pursuance of the policy of preventive
struggle against crime and penal acts,
of condemning the enemies of the peo-
ple’s state power and those who em-
bezle, damage and wreck the socialist
property and the property of citizens,
and for the defence of the interests of
the state and society, as well as for
the defence of the rights of citizens.

One of the main functions of our
socialist state has been and remains
that of the defence of our country
against any possible foreign aggres-
sion. The continuous strengthening of
the people’s state power cannot be
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conceived and guaranteed without de-
fending full national independence,
freedom and sovereignty.
Qur socialist state is an independent,
free and sovereign state, the territory
of the PSR of Albania is inalienable
and the stationing of foreign military
bases and forces in it is prohibited.
Under the Constitutions no one has
the right to sign or accept the ca-
pitulation or the invasion of the
country. Any such act is treason to
the Homeland and is condemned by
the Penal Code. Thereby, it emerges
that the tasks set by the 9th Con-
gress of the Party for the strengthen-
ing of the defence of the country are,
at the same time, tasks for the streng-
thening of the people’s state power.
The directives of the 9th Congress
of the Party and the report delivered
by Comrade Ramiz Alia at the Con-
gress, his speech with the electors of
the no. 210 constituency of Tirana, and
his speech at the meeting of the Party
activists and the cadres of ministries
and other central institutions, are a
great prosramme of work and strug-
gle for the continuous strengthening of
the people’s state power under the
undivided leadership of the Party of
Labour of Albania.

1 Ramiz Alia, Report to the 9th7 Con-
gress of the PLA, p. 8, Eng. edn.
2 Idem, p. 94.



EDUCATIONAL POLICY WHICH R
TO THE NEED OF THE SOCIO-ECO
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTR

by Prof. SKENDER GJINUSHI

IN THE TRANSFORMATIONS THAT ARE BEING MADE IN THE FIELD
OF EDUCATION, ESPECIALLY IN THE LAST DECADE, THERE ARE MANY
VALUABLE PRACTICES SUCH AS THOSE WHICH HAVE TO DO WITH
THE SCIENTIFIC AND PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF HIGHER EDUCATION, THE WAYS OF ITS CEASELESS SCIENTIFIC
AND PEDAGOGICAL MODERNIZATION, THE WAYS AND METHODS TO

LEARN MODERN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY BEITER,

THEIR BASES,

ESPETIALLY

STEREOTYPED SOLUTIONS WHICH MECHANICALLY APPLY THE EX-
PERIENCE OF THE SCHGOL OF OTHER COUNTRIES, AS WELL AS HAR-
ROWNESS IN THE CONCEPTION OF PRESENT-DAY TASKS, LEAD TO
LIMITATIONS IN THE ACQUISITION OF ADVANCED WORLD EXTERIEN-
CE. HENCE, ONE MUST HAVE A BROAD KNOWLEDGE OF THESE PRAC-
TICES AND APPLY THEM IN A CREATIVE MANNER, IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE WHOLE EDUCATIONAIL,

VELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY.

Considering the development of
higher education vital for the advan-
ce of the country, only four years af-
ter Liberation, when our country
was engaged in a great struggle with
chronic mass illiteracy which involved
over 80 per cent of the population,
our state gave full support to its de-
velopment. The 45 year-long road we
have traversed since the establishment
of the people’s power is characteri-
zed by efforts to achieve a rapid de-
velopment of educalion base on a clear
policy. This policy has enabled us {o
have today a complete syslem of
higher schools, with a well-crystalli-
zed content and physiognomy which
satisfactorily respond to our socio-
economic development, both qualitati-
vely and quantitatively.

The aim of our whole educationa:
policy, the higher education included
is the preparation of the new gene-
ration not merely as able specialists,
but also as cadres devoted to the
people and respectful of the world
progressive culture and the achieve-
ments of other peoples.
SKENDER GJINUSHI — Minister of
Education

SCIENTIFIC AND ECONCMIC DE-

That is why ouir school programs
give an important place (o
sciences and general culture, having
alwayvs the aim of harmonizing them
with professional culture. As a rule
they occupy 40 per cent of all tea-
ching programs.

A constant concern of our educa-
tional policy is and remains the cea-
seless democratization of the higher
education at all levels, which is clear-
Iv expressed in equal rights in the
field of education, the national mino-
rities included, without any social or
economic discrimination, the same
for boys as for girls (their ratio to-
day is almost 1:1). Education is totally
subventioned by the state, free of
charge and, in many cases, with spe-
cial bursaries, with appropriate con-
ditions of board and lodging guaran-
teed to all students, both full-time and
part-time, so as to enable the wor-
kers of production to follow courses,
etc. The system of correspondence
courses which has been working sin-
ce the institution of higher schools
comprises about 20 per cent of all stu-
dents.

The problems of the democratization

social

of the higher school find their clear
expression also in the sound and cor-
rect relations. which have constantly
kept improving, between teachers and
students.  Students are free to ex-
press their rational opinions at scien-
tific councils and chair meetings
wheve they are represented by theii
own comrades, at separate and joint
meetings devoted to the problems of
the development of the higher schools,
in their periodical organs and scien-
tific associations, etc. The opinion of
the students is considered also in the
policy of assignment of graduates and
admission of students to higher cour-
Se5S.

A component part of our policy in
higher education is the important
principle of its planned development
in accordance with the requirements
of the economy, the demographic
arowth and the aim of narrowing
down educational and cultural di-
stinctions among different districts
and zones, especially between the city
and countiry. Here new possibilities
are being created through the exten-
sion of medium education, which at
present comprises 70 per cent of the
students who complete the compulso-
rv 8-vear schooling (as against 56.5
per cent in 1985). In a near future il
will cover all the villages, too, as it
does now the towns. Planning takes
account of the harmonious develop-
ment of sciences, with priorities dicta-
{ed by their prospects of development.
As a result of this policy our higher
school has trained about 70,000 cadres
of 68 different profiles, and all of
them are guaranteed their jobs ac-
cording to their specialization and the
needs of the country. Priority has been
given to the fraining of cadres in the
more important fields of the economy
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and health service, as well as edu-
cation, because their advance under-
lies the all-round advance of the coun-
iry. The dyvnamics of growth in the

taining of higher cadres may be
summarized in the following exam-
pies: hefore Liberation our country

had only 380 higher cadres, all trai-
ned outside the country, while today
about 4,000 higher cadres are trained
yearly in our country; the total num-
ber of higher cadres is 20 times that
of 1960; today we have a doctor per
740 inhabilants, as against 3623 in
1950; one agronomer per 170 ha of
land, etc. In the coming f[ive-vear pe-
riod these indices will be improved
further.

The students admitted to the higher
schools on the basis of relative do-
cuments and, in the arts, architectu-
re, musiec and physical culture, also
on the basis of special competitions,
come mainly from the middle school
of general education and, as a rule,
attend courses of the same profile.
Priority is given to children of wor-
kers and peasants who account for
about 70 per cent of all students.

In order to train teachers and doc-
tors for the remote mountain zones,
one-year courses are organized for
some students of the existing agricul-
tural schools in some remote villages
so as to enahle them to be admitted
to the relative faculties. Soon students
will be admitted to the higher school
according to a well-thought mark
average.

In accordance with the conditions
of the country, in which there is no
great need for some profiles, as well
as with the present trend of sciences
towards integraiion, we have avoided
too narrow proflilizing in the building
of our higher school. For this purpose

The aim o f our whole

educational policy, the higher
education included, is the preparation

O f the new generation not merely as able
specialists, but also as cadres devoted
to the people and respect ful

of the world progressive culture

and the achievements o f other peoples.

we have post university courses ex-
tending from one to 3 years. This
system already includes 82 courses
and their number is increasing. These
courses are divided into three main
categories; courses for further specia-
lization in narrower profiles like, for
example, the training of pediatricians,
obstetricians, ete.; courses {for the
specialization of cadres in new profi-
les which do not exist in our higher
school; and post-university courses
for the f{further qualification of hig-
her cadres such as university tea-
chers for various branches of know-
ledge.

Along with them, the higher school
also carries out post-university qua-
lification of two kinds: part-time and
full-time which ends with the awar-
ding of degrees <«candidate of scien-
ces» and <«doctor of sciences». As a
component part of our educational
system, post-university qualification is
being organized ever better, with re-
gular programs and courses. Our
higher school is playing an important
role in the organization of courses of
some months for the training of va-
rious categories of production wor-
kers. In rooperation with the research
institutes of the country, it draws
out plans, programs and documenta-
tion for these courses and supplies
them with the teaching staff.

These courses are undergoing con-
stant extension, which is evidence of

the great concern of the people’s
power in the education of the adult
population in our country.

In the policy of the inner develop-
ment of our higher education we keep
well in mind the fact that the school
is a cell of vital importance in our
whole socio-economic reality and in
permanent communication with it.

So, it pays particular attention to the
implementation of the principle of
linking the school with life, and of
forming students through combining
teaching with production work and
all-round physical and military trai-
ning. .
We conceive the connection of the
school with production in its two fun-
damental aspects: the degree it ena-
bles the students to adopt themselves
to the requirements of production as
soon as they emerge into life, and the
degree to which the school, as a po-
werful intellectual centre, influences
on and helps the development of pro-
duction and the introduction of new
technologies into it.

The extensive development of the
higher education have always been
seen in close connection with a parti-
cular scientific and pedagogical policy
which promotes its intensive develop-
ments, which have been constant and
systematic, being also a result of the
work of our higher education, and
its scientific and pedagogical thought
and activity. As to extension and
depth, what was realized in 1982 was
tantamount to an education
involving

reform
the scientific and pedago-
gical modernization of our educational
system at all its levels. In higher
education, all structures, profiles and
destinations, attendence and terms
were examined, plans and teaching
programs were reviewed in their es-
sence; many new sciences began to
be taught, the ratio between general
culture and professional culture, and
between theoretical and practical ha-
bilitation was improve; all texts were
rewritten from the beginning, etc. On
the basis of the experience gained in
these years, post-university specia-
lization  started at the higher school
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and the scientific qualification of the
teaching staff of the higher school
was set on sounder bases. Of course,
this process will go on in the future.
Cooperation with many teaching and
scientific institutions, and cultural
and scientific relations with many
countries, meetings with  prominent
personalities of science and education,
active participation in big internatio-
nal events of science and education,
attendance of university and post-uni-
versity courses in many countries, in-
tensive exchanges of books and pe-
riodicals, etc., give us ever greater
possibilities to carry this process fur-
ther ahead. Above all, it is promoted
by the economic and cultural develop-
ment of the counfry itself.

Closely connected with all these
factors, the fundamental problem of
our higher education remains the
further raising of its qualitative level
as a whole, which calls for organi-
zation as scientific as possible of
teachings and, as a consequence, opti-

mal selection of scientific subjects,
both in structure and time, accom-
panied with active methods of tea-
ching which make for ever higher ef-
fectiveness and productivity, stimulate
creative learning and critical assimi-
lation, encourage the development of
practical abilities and promote scien-
tific research, etc.,, while at the same
time combating mechanical and me-
rely reproductive learning. All these
problems, despite the special measu-
res that have been taken in recent
times, remain the main objective of
our work of study and research.
The problems of the further deve-
lopment of pedagogical thought and
work at the higher school, which are
closely connected with its present de-
velopments, are the constant concern
of the chairs of the higher school,
especially those having to do with the
pedagogics applied in the whole tea-
ching and educational process and
the textbooks compiled by our specia-
lists, the methods of teaching and

ALBANIA TODAY

education and the scientific and pe-
dagogical coherence of the medium
and higher education, in which im-
portant problems remain still to be
solved.

We are of the opinion that the tea-
cher of the higher school can resol-
ve all these problems only if he is
deeply involved both in scientific re-
search in the field of science he re-
presents, in the {first place, and in
scientific research aimed at coping
with the imporiant problems the de-
velopment of the country is faced
with, without neglecting theoretical
scientific research, either. That is
why the scientific research activity in
the higher school is finding ever new
spaces and its chairs are struggling
in the forefront of national scientific
thinking. Important steps are being
taken in the process for a more com-
plete integration of teaching, science
and production, with great effect for
each of them.



PRESERVATION
AND ENRICHMENT
OF PROGRESSIVE
CULTURAL
TRADITIONS

by Prof. Z1J A XHOL7X

In their cultural, moral, patriotic and artistic tradition, in their
outstanding men, thinkers like Sami Frashéri, or poets like
Naim Frashéri, the heroes who fought for the development

of the Albanian language and Albania’s freedom,

our people and youth find fresh strength

and inspiration to overcome any difficulty on the glorious

road of freedom and national independence, and

all -round economic, political and cultural progress.

THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION WHICH TRIUMPHED IN OUR COUN-
TRY ALMOST HALF A CENTURY AGO WAS THE PRELUDE TO A RADI-
CAL CHANGE IN THE LIFE OF THE PEOPLE AND THEIR FUTURE. AS
A RADICAL CHANGE IT WAS LINKED WITH MANY AND IMPORTANT
CONDITIONS, IN THE FIRST PLACE, THE RE-EDUCATION AND FOR-
MATION OF THE PEOPLE WITH A NEW TRULY SCIENTIFIC WORLD
OUTLOOK AND WITH A NEW HIGHER ETHIC, THE COMMUNIST MO-
RALITY. IT IS KNOWN NOW THAT THE FORMATION OF PEOPLE IS
NOT AN EASY PROCESS, NOR IS IT A PROCESS WHICH DEVELOPS
SPONTAINEOUSLY OR BY AN ORDER OR DECREE FROM ABOVE. IT IS
THE INEVITABLE RESULT OF THE LIFE EXPERIENCE OF THE PEOPLE,
OF THEIR SOCIAL PRACTICE, ON ONE HAND, AND KNOWLEDGE, EDU-
CATION AND CULTURE, ON THE OTHER.

The Party and the people had al-
ready chosen the culture that would
underlie the new world outlook and
ethic. It was to be the culture crea-
ted and proclaimed by Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin. But for it to be-
come the blood of the people and
the flesh of their flesh it had to be
assimilated and adapted to their
conditions, situations and traditions,
in a word, work had to be done from

the beginning, a really creative work.
This broad, deep-going and all-round
work for years on end was done by
the Party of Labour of Albania which
knew how to give the people the
leachings and knowledge they needed
and ensure them a real treasury of
science and culture. In creating a new
culture, it did not neglect the tradi-
tions with which our people were
educated in the course of centuries,

it knew how to assimilate and as-
sess in a Marxist and dialectical man-
ner the culture of the people, a cul-
ture created, assembled and handed
over from generation to generation,
and to integrate it into the commu-
nist education and re-education of the
people.

The Party has discovered and ar-
gued the undeniable values of the
progressive traditions of popular cul-
ture, both the reflex and folkloric
culture, and their positive influence
on the creation of the new socialist
culture, step by step, consistently, and
in accordance with the concrete hi-
storical situations from the fiery years
of the Anti-fascist National Liberation
War to the years of socialist construe-
tion, at such historic plenums as that
of the year 1973 and other forums.
The words of our great and unforget-
table leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha,
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in his historic address to the people
on the occasion of the 40th anniver-
sary of the Liberation of the Home-
land, sound like a sacred behest. The-
re, among other things, he highly va-
lues the ancient and rich culture of
our people and stresses its historical
and actual value. «..Your magnificent
history, you heroic people,» we read
in the address, «is written in blood
and sweat and has been sung by
yourselves generation after generation.
Your songs truthfully express your
great history, they sing to your bra-
very, loyalty and generosity, to your
life in development,
and 1o and
mes.

«S0, you have sung to yourselves,
blood, your perpetuity. These
songs inspired the generations one af-
ter the other, armed them with the
love of Homeland and freedom, told
them about the courage, determination
and resolveness of their grandfathers,
told them that only with blood and
toil could freedom, honour, the lan-
guage, customs and culture he pro-

its harmonious

vour customs costu-

your

tected.»

The rich culture that has been crea-
ted" now in our country has proved
how correct and progressive the tea-
chings and orientations of the Party
were, and how much they responded
lo the requirementis. for the creation
of the new popular and socialist cul-
ture. During these f{forty-five
through the work and strenuous ef-
forts of individuals and whole insli-
tutions a whole cultural treasury was
drawn out of the oblivion to which
the past reactionary regimes had re-
legated it, was freed of the weeds
that had overgrown it and were stif-
ling it so as to make up now, ac-
-.cording to a Comrade Enver’s expres-
sion, a garden blossoming with all sort
of flowers, in which there is both the
rich art of folklore and the reflex cul-
ture created by ‘the progressive thin-
kers of the past. Tradition and the
richness of the progressive culture of
the past have made move active and

vears,

more lively the whole socialist culture
created in our country, have given and
continue to give the people greater
confidence in themselves, have raised
national
destiny

the consciousness of their
identity and their historical
to a new and higher degree.
Assessment and utilization of the
cultural legacy of the people and their
progressive traditions, this mermory of
the nation and its ever living spirit,
is not a problem which has been over-
come, a question of which there is
nothing more to say and nothing more
to do about. On the contrary, the
question of the discovery, assessment
and utilization of progressive {radi-
tions remains a‘ways actual and of
practical value. This truth was em-
phasized once again by the 5th Ple-
num of the CC of the PUA which
pointed out that not
a correct theoretical understan-

«important is
only
ding of the practical expression in
The Albanian lea-
reminded

creative values».
der, Comrade Ramiz Alia,
us at this Plenum of the
truth that «assessment of the national
and world cultural Jegacy is a key
problem, because it determines both
the starting basis and the
the furtber development of culture.»
Seen from this angle, as the starting

important

roads of

basis of culiure and a condition for
its further development, the national
cultural calls for a
best possible utilization of it
fields and in all directions.

Along with this, with all the colos-
sal work carried out for the disco-
very and promotion of the cultural
values of the past, they are so rich,
being the product of such a long
history as that of our people, that
much work remains still to be done
both in the field of their discovery
and that of their evaluation and gene-
ralization.

The fields of the cultural legacy in
which further studies and research
should be carried out, are many. One
of them, indeed one of the more im-
portant, is that of the ideology of the

correct
in all

legacy
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Albanian National Renaissance, of its
major and minor problems.

Just as about all the major problems
of our culture, past and present, the
Party has given ideas and orienta-
tions which have opened up new ho-
rizons for the studyv of the National
Renaissance as a liberation movement
and a fact of culture. In his works,
Comrade Enver Hoxha has singled out
the problem of the National Renais-
sance, shown its distinguishing cha-
racteristics, and pointed out its magni-
ficence and value for the nation, in
general, and its culture, in particular.
Every time we recall the National
Renaissance and talk and write about
it, we must consider his assessment:
«The epoch of the National Renais-
sance is a democratic revolutionary
epoch of major
history and literature of our people,
it is a brilliant epoch led by the il-
luminist outstanding
men of this period which has with
full right been called the rebirth of
the nation, its emergence from the
mediaeval feudal and imperialist
darkness into the light, to the uprising
and struggle for freedom, independen-
ce, democracy, light and education.»

The men of
the people light,

importance in he

ideas of our

our Renaissance gave
feaching, and inspi-

ration in the hard and truly tragic
vears of their struggles for self-de-
fence, {reedom and national indepen-

The works of our Renaissance
their charge of light,

dence.
men preserve
knowledge and inspiration 1o our days.
The 5th Plenum of the CC of the
PLA stressed that culture is
meant only to teach the people, but
also to form them, that is, to edu-

not

cate them into creative and active,
optimistic and courageous, patriotic
and revolutionary people who stop

before no obstacle and know how to
overcome any difficulty in their ef-
forts to make their life and that of
the whole nation richer, more beauti-
ful and more humane. The people
and the Party will find great help in
the realization of this important and
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complex task also in the ideas and
teachings of the outstanding men of
our Renaissance. A fine illustration
of the educative charge of the work
of the men of our Renaissance is
their value and role in the education
ol people in the spirit of popular so-
cialist patriotism, which the 9th Con-
gress of the Party has valued as «a
great motor force of society», In stu-
dying the ideology of the National
Renaissance one can easily single out
one of its main themes, that of the
Homeland, Albania, and the place it
occupies in the life of the Albanians.
The men of our Renaissance talked
about the Homeland at the most ad-
vanced level of poetry and thought of
all times. To them, just as to all
progressive writers which have dealt
with this problem, the Homeland is
above everything, it is what man has
dearest, dearer than father and mo-
ther, son and daughter, friends and
relatives, indeed dearer than life it-
self. «Dearer than father and mother,»
Naim Frashéri writes, «dearer than
son and daughter, dearer than friends
and relatives and everything..,, is the
Homeland.»!

In the ideology of our National Re-
naissance love of Homeland is not a
sentimental and platonic love, a lover
which makes you suffer, which re-
joices you when things go well or
fills you with sorrow when things go
badly, and nothing more, but an ac-
tive and combative love, a serious love
full of responsibility, a love which
calls for work and struggle up to the
sacrifice of once’s life for the salva-
tion of the Homeland and its eleva-
tion. The Albanian’s whole sense of
life and its greatest beauty lie in his
offorts of every hour and every day
for the good of the Homeland. The
[irst and most important advice
Naim, this educator of the minds and
hearts of the Albanians of the time,
this great teacher of our people at
their key moments, gives the Alba-
nians is to love the Homeland, and
this love is meant as a series of ef-

forts, a struggle for the salvation of
the Homeland, and for the illumina-
tion and education of its people.
Being fully consistent, Naim carries
the patriotic idea to the end.

When we {ry and struggle to create
as correct a concept as possible of
socialist patriotism and to educate the
vouth and the people in its spirit, we
are bound to address ourselves to
these ideas and teachings of Naim’s
and other outstanding men of our Re-
naissance, and to make them a com-
ponent part of our culture and for-
mation.

Or let us take their remarkable il-
luminism, with both its values and
limitations. Many of its ideas and ar-
guments have retained their validity
to this day. In our culture there are
not more powerful arguments than
those of Sami Frashéri’s about the
importance and value of the light of
knowledge, nor there are more fiery
and pathetic calls than those of
Naim’s. Our century, Naim wrote in
his poetry, is the century of light, and
he dreamed of all the Albanians, young
and old, men and women, taking to
the road of education and knowledge
in the Albanian language. It is known
now what lay at the foundation of
these arguments and stands, and what
impelled the men of our Renaissance
to dream and struggle in this direc-
tion. The cultural dimension in that
time played a powerful role, if not
the decisive one. The national identi-
ty, the defence of the essential rights
of the people against the claims of
the neighbouring chauvinists and, to-
gether with it, the ardent desire to
make Albania a rich and advanced
country were linked with it.

The cultural dimension has emer-
ged foremost today, too, but in the
name of tasks and objectives other
than those of the National Renaissan-
ce. Intelligence, knowledge and the
need for establishing all activities on
scientific bases has become today one
of the factors which our society tries
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to master as well as possible in order
to overcome the difficulties on the
road to progress, and to realize the
In the ef-
forts to create among the youth and
the working people the awareness of
the importance of the cultural factor,
Sami’s and Naim’s calls
for light and knowledge are just as
actual ‘and valuable as they were a
hundred years ago, just as the con-
cept of culture as matter of not only
individual but also profoundly social
and patriotic importance.

Comrade Ramiz Alia has highly va-
lued this fine tradition of our people
and their social and patriotlic assess-
ment of literature, and he rightly re-
commends to preserve and fully uti-
lize it also in the present efforts for
the assimilation of knowledge and
science, advanced technique and tech-
nology. «Our people’s concern and
sacrifices,» he points out, «were not
prompted by the common motives
and interests of parents wanting the
cultural and professional advance of
their sons and their progress in life.
They also were an expression of the
ardent patriotism and the great de-
sire of the Albanian people to see
their country advanced and cultured,
to see Albania ranking among civili-
zed nations, to make its name known
in the world not only because of the
struggles and bravery of its sons and
daughters, but also because of their
culture and knowledge.»

During the years after Liberation

superiorities ot socialism.

arguments

much has been done for the assessment
and promotion of the culture of the
National Renaissance, but much re-
mains still to be done in many di-
rections. The works of the outstan-
ding men of our National Renaissan-
ce have been found and published,
but there remain many other works,
especially those written in foreign
languages, which must be translated
and published, as is the case with
many works of Sami, Hasan Tahsin
and some others.

The theme of the cultural legacy of
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the people, in general, and that of
the National Renaissance in particular

remains always actual and al-
ways fruitful in the efforts
of the Party for the further en-

richment of culture and the patriotic
education and civic formation of the
youth and the masses of the working
people. The cultural legacy of the
people and its outstanding represen-

tatives in the course of centuries has
to do with the very existence of the
nation, its deeper roots, and its crea-
tive talent and power. In their cul-
tural, moral, patriotic and artistic
tradition, in their outstanding men,
thinkers like Sami Frashéri, or poets
like Naim Frashéri, the heroes who
fought for the development of the
Albanian language and Albania’s

1 Naim Frashéri, Teachings,
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freedom, our people and youth find
fresh strength and inspiration to
overcome any difficulty on the glo-
rious road of freedom and national
independence, and all-round economic,
political and cultural progress.

Tirana
1942, pp. 52-53.



THE AFFIRMATION
OF NATIONAL IDENTITY
AND THE UNIVERSITY
IN ALBANIA by JORGO BULO

The spiritual culture of the Albanian people was given its unitarian
character and national originality by the content of their life

and the language which expressed it, as well as
the popular substrate on which it developed.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PECULIARITIES OF ITS HISTORICAL
DEVELOPMENT, EVERY PEOPLE HAS FOUND THE ROAD FOR THE
AFTIRMATION OF ITS NATIONAL IDENTITY EXPRESSED THROUGH
THE COMBINATION OF THE STRUGGLE FOR POLITICAL AND SOCIAL

EMANCIPATION WITH THE EFFORTS

FOR THE PRESERVATION OF ITS

TRADITIONS AND ETHNIC FEATURES AND THE BDEVELOPMENT OF

ITS NATIONAL CULTURE.

In particular circumstances, like those
which gave its physiognomy to the
epoch of the national movement of
the Albanians, which extends in time
from the whole second half of the
19th century to the first decade of
our century, the cultural factor and
the development of educationa] insti-
tutions assumed first-rate importance.
Their role was decisive in the pro-
cess of the formation of the national
consciousness of the Albanians, the
creation of their independent state and
the affirmation of their right to have
their place among the other free and
civilized nations. However, while fac-
tors and trends of the inner socio-eco-
nomic and cultural development led to
the fulfilment of the vital aspiration
of the Albanians to the formation of
an independent national state on the
basis of the community of the econo-
mic and social life, of the ethnic and
language community and the histori-
cally inherited territorial unity, exter-
nal factors operated against this na-
tural process.

The century of national movements
in the Balkans found the Albanians
as an already formed national entity,
with a clearly expressed ethnic and

JORGO BULO — Doctor of philological
sciences

cultural individuality formed through
a long historical process in the struggle
to emerge bhefore the world as a free
and independent nation.

This line of natural development
came up against some factors which
were specific for the Albanian people
as compared with the other Balkan
peoples. In the first place, they had
to remain for a longer perind within
the bounds of the ottoman Empire,
which had «radically simplifed geo-
graphy and ethnography» (K. Marx),
denied the Albanians the right of
using their national language in the
field of education, prohibited the open-
ing of national schools and kept the
country in profound ignorance and
backwardness.

On the other hand, the efforts of
the Albanian people to win their na-
tional independence came up against
the political interests of the Great Po-
wers and the Balkan monarchies, The
Albanians’ jdeals of progress, and na-
tional and spiritual emancipation were
confronted with a host of traditional
misconceptions about the Albanians
going as far back as the Middle Ages,
a complex of imperialist and chauvi-
nist motives which assumed even
greater virulence in the years of the
Eastern Crisis and afterwards, when

the bourgeoisie of the Balkan monar-
chies had given up the democratic
and liberation ideals which inspired
its national revolutions; now it tried
to strengthen and extend its own sta-
tes at the expense of other peoples, in
this case, the Albanians, who, be-
cause of known historical circumstan-
ces, would achieve the creation of their
independent national state later than
the others.

All these circumstances gave the
struggle of the Albanians for the af-
firmation of their national identity a
special content and made their demand
for the development of their national
culture and education a categorical
imperative of the time.

Only in this historical and cultural
context can we understand the process
of the formation of the culture of the
National Renaissance, the roads and
peculiarities of the building of the na-
tional educational system and the de-
velopment of science and knowledge
which led to the project for a na-
tional university in Albania. This as-
piration was expressly formulated in
the programm of the national move-
ment of the Albanians, in the socio-
political treatise «Albania — What It
Has Been, What It Is and What It
Will Be» (1899), the work of the grea-
test ideologist of the Albanian Natio-
nal Renaissance, Sami Frashéri.

There is no doubt that all the pheno-
mena of the superstructure and the
cultural and educational program of
the Renaissance had not a merely
illuminist content; they were connec-
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ted with and determined, in the first
place, by new political and socio-eco-
nomic factors, the development of ca-
pitalist relations in Albania in the
second half of the 19th century. The
interests of the Albanian new bour-
geois class called for changes at the
base which would respond to the
deep-going changes at the superstruc-
ture, encourage the development of new
relations and support the efforts for
the constitution of a unified national
state as the indispensable condition of
the existence of the national bourgeoi-
sie.

Hence, the idea of the creation of
the Albanian university emerged on
the terrain of the struggle for the
independent material and spiritual de-
velopment of Albanian society and was
not a dream out of the historical
reality. This idea, which expressed the
need for the affirmation of the na-
tion in all fields, although it was not
realized in the course of the National
Renaissance, which, as an historical
epoch, ends with the proclamation of
National Independence in 1912, had a
real basis in the internal economic and
cultural development, and the deve-
lopment of scientific and pedagogical
thinking and the educational system
itself during this epoch.

The f{ounding of the <«Society of
Printing with Albanian Letters~ (1879),
which played the role of a central
institution in the development of na-
tional culture and education, the ope-
ning a decade later of the first Al-
banian national school at Korga (1887),
and, then, the founding of the Normal
School (1909), which {irained teachers
for the educational network of the
country, the formation of a national
literature and the efforts for the uni-
fication of the national literary lan-
guage, literary, scientific, folkloric and
didactic publications, the cultivation
of national sciences, especially philo-
logical and historical studies, the de-
velopment of the press, etc, were not
only factors for the affirmation of
the national, ethnic and cultural in-
dividuality of the Albanians, but also
premises for the realization of the
project of an Albanian university.

To this we must also add the fact
that the Albanian national movement
created its own intelligentsia which,
although il lived and worked not only

in Albania, but also in other countries,
although it was trained at foreign uni-
versities or schools of the type of the
«Zosimea» gymnasium of Ioanina, at
which it underwent its classical for-
mation and got acquainted with world
culture, united on a single political
and cultural front and put ils intellec-
tual energies in the service of the
national cause. Among the outstanding
personalities ‘of the Albanian intelli-
gentsia of the National Renaissance,
we shall mention only Sami Frashéri,
chairman of the «Society of Printing
with Albanian Letters», scientist and
encyclopaedist and one of the greatest
erudites of the Ottoman Empire, Hasan
Tahsin, member of that patriotic so-
ciety, who had finished higher stu-
dies in France, philosopher, scientist
and the first rector of the University
of Constantinople, Naim Frashéri, the
national poet of the Albanians, Kostan-
din Kristoforidhi, albanologist and
lexicographer, Andon Z. Cajupi, who
had obtained his graduation as doctor
in law in Switzerland, Jeronim de
Rada, philologist and poet, the soul
of the patriotic movement of the Al-
banians of Italy, Ndre Mjeda, poet
and patriot who had been graduated
in philosophy and theology in Italy
and read lectures in logics and me-
taphysics at the Gregorian University
of Rome, Aleksandér Xhuvani and
Sotir Peci who had been graduated at
the University of Athens, the [ormer
an outstanding linguist and the latter
a publicist and teacher, Theolan S.
Noli, graduate of the Harward Univer-
sity of Boston (USA), statesman, poct,
historian, musicologist, polyglot tran-
slator, and many others.

In the efforts of this pleiad of in-
tellectuals for the affirmation of the
national individuality of the Albanians
also figures the cultivation of the Al-
banian language as a science, which
had aroused the interests of well-
known scientists such as F. Bopp, F.
Miklosich, G. Meyer, J. G, Hahn, H.
Pedersen and others.

The ideologists of the Albanian Na-
tional Rénaissance were realistic about
the assessment of the positive and
negative factors which determined the
historical course of the movement for
national liberation. On the one hand,
they tried to eliminate or tone down
the influence of diverging factors
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which impeded the process of the uni-
fication of the nation and the affir-
mation of its identity, while, on the
other hand, they backed up and ex-
ploited the converging positive factors
in the processes of the political and
spiritual emancipation of Albanian so-
ciely. As a result, the movement and
culture of the Albanian Renaissance
assumed a progressive content, and a
liberation, illuminist and democratic
character.

A specific problem for the national
and educational movement in Albania
was its confrontation with a reli-
gious reality different from that of
the other Balkan peoples. While for
the Greeks, Serbs, Bulgarians and Ru-
manians their common Christian reli-
gion promoted their national unity in
the struggle to break away from the
Islamic Empire of the Sultans, religion
for the Albanians, although it had no
deep roots in their consciousness, ob-
jectively was a divisive factor for the
very fact that they belonged to three
different religions — Moslem, Roman-
Catholic and Greek-Orthodox, which
were expressions of opposite political
and cultural influences, all alien to the
Albanians, even in language and li-
turgy. To this factor the ideologists
of the National Renaissance opposed
the idea of national unity above all
religions, an idea expressed in the
lapidary verse of Pashko Vasa’s, «the
Albanians'e religion is Albanianism».
In this manner, the men of our Natio-
nal Renaissance gave culture and the
school an Albanian national spirit, a
secular character and a new content,
liberating it from the mould of reli-
gion and Mediaeval scholasticism and
channelling it towards illuminist
thcught, rational knowledge and the
values of world civilization.

Albanian culture had followed a
long and difficult road in order to
preserve the continuity of the local tra-
dition and to achieve a fully unified
national physiognomy, which it did in
the course of the National Renaissance.
The teaching of the Albanian at
school had come up against the pre-
sence of foreing schools and the uni-
versal cultures of states and churches
within whose jurisdiction the Al-
banians were included in the course
of their history. Proceeding from this
centuries-old experience, the ideolo-
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gists of the National Renaissance
considered the Albanian language an
expression of national identity and
unity. The Albanian became the lan-
guage of the national literature, pu-
blications and school, and attempts
were made to make it the language
of liturgy, too. This was the continua-
tion of a very early iradition, when,
under the influence of the Proles-
tant  Reformation, and wanting to
free the Albanian from the noose of
the Latin in catholic liturgy, the
priest Gjon Buzuku {ranslated a Mis-
sel in Albanian (1555). This tradilion

was continued to a much larger extent
“and with a higher conception of policy

and language by K. Kristoforidhi and
F. Noli, who gave the Albanian Ortho-
dox Church its Albanian litargy.

The spiritual culture of the Alba-
nian people was given its unitarian
character and national originality by
the content of their life and the lan-
guage which expressed it, as well
as the popular substrate on which it
developed. The concept of the popular
basis of the national culture which
permeates the whole cultural program
of the National Renaissance was enli-
vened in the 19th century also under
the influence of the jdeas of Romanti-
cism which, for the peoples of the
Balkans, flowed into the mainstream
of their national movements. The
development of Albanian folkloristic,
ethnologic and ethnographic studies
and the many publications in these
fields during the National Renais-
sance, were another manifestation of
the struggle of the Albanians for the
affirmation of their national iden-
tity.

Within the romantic concept and
in accordance with the mission of
culture and the school for the streng-
thening of the patriotic conscio-
usness, scientific knowledge of histori-
cal traditions and their reflection in
artistic creativeness represented the
fundamental points of the cultural
and educational program of the Alba-

nian National Renaissance. The pecu-
liarities of the spiritual constitution and
historical development of the Albanian
people, reflected in the field of cul-
ture, gave it the stamp of originality
among the cultures of other peoples
wilh which the Albanians had come
into  contact.

A feature of the cultural and educa-
tional development in Albania during
the National Renaissance was the fact
that while struggling for the creation
of a national culture and school, the
ideologists of the National Renaissance
had an open mind and accepted the
integration into this development of
those positive elements of other cul-
tures and educational systems of other
countries which conformed with the
progressive trends of political and in-
tellectual emancipation of their people.
With this peculiarity is linked the
internationalist spirit which permeates
the whole Albanian thought and cul-
ture of the time,

This spirit which stems from the li-
beration and anti-imperialist content
of the national movement of the Al-
banians had deep historical roots. In
the course of their history, the Alba-
nians had never manifested expansio-
nist and chauvinist tendencies, on the
contrary there was always a spirit of
sacrifice and solidarity in their rela-
tions with other nations. Worth men-
tioning is the fact that some ideolo-
gists and leaders of the Albanian Na-
tional Renaissance had fought on the
barricades of the liberation revolutions
in Europe, such as the first ideologist
of this movement, Naum Vegqilharxhi,
who took an active part in the Ru-
manian revolution of 1821, and the
poet of the Albanian League of Priz-
ren (1878-1881), Pashko Vasa, who
fought for the independence and na-
tional wunity of Italy in the years
1848-49.

An artistic evidence of this inter-
nationalist spirit which imbued the cul-
ture of the Albanian National Renais-
sance was the poem The Genuine De-
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sire of the Albanians (1886), writen
by Naim Frashéri, the greatest na-
tional poet of the Albanians. Written
in Greek, one of the oldest languages
of culture, this work was at the same
time a reply to the arrogance of the
Great Powers and a message of friend-
ship to the conscience of the neighbo-
uring peoples, in the first place, the
Greek people, with which the Alba-
nian people lived as neighbours for
centuries, shed their blood together in
the struggle against the Ottoman rule
and had common interests in carrying
the processes of national emancipa-
tion and independent development, in
which these two ancient peoples of the
Balkans were involved in that time,
through to the end.

The essence of this message is ex-
pressed in the verses:

With the Slavs and Greeks, with all
our meighbours,

We want to live in permanent
harmony, like brothers,

Provided the right of each is
always respected.

All these features of the ideology and
culture of the Albanian national Re-
naissance found their expression also
in the educational system, in the con-
tent and programs of schools of all
degress, in the whole process of the
formation of the national school as a
democratic, secular and internationa-
list school. The highest point of this
development was reached immediately
after the triumph of the people’s re-
volution in Albania (1944) with the
establishment of a network of insti-
tutes of higher eduecation in the dif-
ferent regions of the country and the
founding of the University of Tirana
and the Academy of Sciences. The
setting up of these higher institutions
was based on profound historical in-
spiration and responded to the requi-
rements and prospects of the all-round
advance of present-day Albanian so-
ciety.



THE STRUGGLE AGAINST CONTA
IN ALBANIA AND ITS ACHIEVEM

by dr. ELMAZ ELTARI

The average life expectancy of the population of our country has incieased |
to about 72 years, and the Albanian population has among the highest birth-re
the population living within the state borders of the PSR of Albania is about
inhabitants, it is a healthy population capable of enjoying the happy life.

The liberation of the country from
nazi-fascism and from the social op-
pression in 1944 found Albania in a
state of ruin and backwardness, with
85 per cent of the population illitera-
te. In this period Albania had only
100 physicians. In these conditions
many epidemic and infectious disea-
ses with a high mortality, such as tu-
berculosis, malaria, lues, trachoma,
brucelosis, abdominal typhus, diphthe-
ria, tetanus, measles, poliomyelitis,
ete., found suitable breeding ground
and spread like wildfire.

After Liberation, under the solici-
tude of the Party and the people’s
state power, a series of radical so-
cial measures of an economic, edu-
cational-cultural and health character
began to be implemented. In this
framework the necessary laws and
ordinances were adopted and the
respective anti-epidemic and anti-epi-
zootical regulations were drafted. Thus,
the possibility was created for put-
ting in practice the existing know-
ledge of the medical science. The
prohibition by law of prostitution and,
what is more important, the liguida-
tion of the social basis which kept it
alive, were among the main factors
which interrupted the process of the
spread of lues and gonorrhoea, whe-
reas today these are the factors which
have closed the way to the spread of
ELMAZ ELTARI: Docent head of the

Infectous Clinic at the «Enver Hoxha-
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AIDS, a modern disease which, to-
gether with lues and gonorrhoea,
continue to threaten many couniries
of the world.

The main principle applied by the
Albanian medicine immediately after
Liberation was the prevention of di-
seases, especially the infectious disea-
ses, under a stale supervised pro-
gramme of medicalion. But the very
small number of doctors and health
personnel which the country inherited
from the past could not cope imme-
diately with all the tasks which emer-
ged in this field. In 1948 the first se-
condary medical school was opened
in the country and in 1952 the pos-
sibilities were created for opening
the first higher school which could
train general physicians (before Li-
beration the few doctors who served
in the country had graduated abroad).
Our country at that period did not
have a single specialist of infectious
diseases. The patients were hospitali-
zed In some observation wards. In
the period 1955-1956 the infectious
clinic of the Institute of Medicine was
opened. Today il has 200 beds, some
wards, various microbiological labora-
tories and sections. In the 26 distiricts
of the country infectious wards have
been set up and completed with spe-
cialists or physicians who have gone
through post-university specialization
in Tirana or abroad. Clinical infec-
tionists engage both in medical prac-
tice and in programmes of scientific

study, in mass screening and exami-
nations, in co-ordination with the cen-
tral university clinic. Until today
they have defended about 15 disserta-
tion theses in this field, have publi-
shed numerous texts and monographs.
Every year they organize joint scien-
tific sessfons and symposiums in which
experience in the methods of study,
diagnosis and 1ireatment of infectious
discases is exchanged. Every district
of the country has its own directory
of Hygiene and Epidemiology, which
depend from the Central Directory of
Hygiene and the Institute of Hygiene,
Epidemiological Research and the
Production of Vaccines in Tirana.

These institutions, with their
specialized personnel and with the sui-
table conditions for research work, are
in a position to undertake studies on
a large scale for the examination,
screening and pin-pointing the loca-
tion of a number of infectious diseases
and of eleminating them from the
reot. The liquidation of lues, for in-
stance, required more than two mil-
lton sexological examinations and
tests. Blood tests for malaria were
arried out regularly in every district
and place. Active antitubercular
screening inciuded the whole popula-
tion of the country regularly, several
times each year.

Vaccinations planned according to
a definite programme were an im-
pertant measure, which, along with
the great state funds used, justified



themselves completely. Meanwhile,
most of the vaccines are produced lo-
cally.

It is impossible to reproduce here
the whole list of measures, work, and
studies in the field of the struggle
against infectious diseases, but the
results speak for themselves.

In 1938, for example, 58 per cent
of the population of the country suf-
fered from malaria. As a result of
the massive improvements of the
land and the draining of swamps, ac-
companied with widespread disinfec-
tions, of the struggle to eliminate the
anophele, as well as the free medica-
tion of the entire population, in 1958
falciparium malaria was totally wiped
out, whereas malaria viva continued
(with sporadic cases) until the year
1966.

The liberation of the country found
our people with a very high inciden-
ce of diseases like tuberculosis, which
reached to 1400 9, 000. As a result
of complex measures: setting up sa-
natoria and anti-tubercular clinics, ac-
tive examination and screening, free
medication and vaccination, in 1972
the incidence of tuberculosis fell to
7.36 ", 000 inhabitants. Today even
this low figure is growing still lower.

In 1926 Albania had a severe measles
epidemic. Morbidity and lethality
could not be recorded compleiely in
the conditions of the lack of efficient
organization of the service, but it is
known that the number of diseased
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tom 38 years in the period before Liberation
tes in Europe. At present
3.300.000

and dead in the rural area and in
the towns was very high. In the pe-
riod 1954-1955 an epidemic of measles
broke out spreading in 1359, of the
population, but its lethality was 0.89%,.
In 1970 the same epidemic recurred,
but vaccination began immediately
and since then we have not had a
single case of measles.

After the regular vaccinatlion of
the entire population with the Sole
and Sabin vaccines, for more than
two decades now we have not had
cases of paralitic poliomyelitis. Thanks
to the complex anti-epidemic measu-
res and the vaccination with locally
produced anatoxine, today diphtheria
and telanus are considered as practi-
cally extinct.

We can say in conclusion that such
infectious diseases as malaria, meas-
les, trachoma, exanthematic typhus,
amebiosis, dermatomycosis have been
completely wiped out to date, whe-
reas brucelosis, diphtheria, tetanus,
poliomyelitis, lepra can be considered
as practically eleminated, and tuber-
culosis, leptospirosis, leishmaniasis,
ricketiosis, abdominal typhus, cesto-
diasis, ete., have been extremely
restricted. Despite the remarkable
changes of the situation, the struggle
against diarrhea, virus hepatitis, ne-
mathelmintes still attracts our atten-
tion.

Infectious clinies of our country
have carried out profound studies of
some problems which are new in the

world infectiology, such as, for in-
stance, studies on the haemorrhagic
fever with venal syndrom, encephali-
tes and other arboviroses. It must be
stressed that these diseases in our
country occur in very infrequent cases
and constiture professional curiosi-
ties.

Profound studies are being made
also on mycoplasms, toxoplasmosis,
borrheliosis, etc. As regards virus in-
fections (especially the chronic ones)
studies are concentrated on the syste-
mic mycotic diseases and infections
of «compromised» organisms. Serio-
epidemiological examinations and tests
for AIDS are being made systemati-
cally, and until today not a single
positive case has been reported.

Thanks to the profound socio-cultu-
ral transformations, the higher mate-
rial level of the population, the many
preventive measures, the free medi-
cation, the equipment of the inhabi-
ted centres with suitable hygienic-sa-
nitary means, the supply of abundant
water, etc., the average life expectancy
of the population of our country has
increased from 38 years in the period
before Liberation to about 72 years,
and the Albanian population has
among the highest birth-rates and
the lowest death-rates in Europe. At
present the population living within
the state borders of the PSR of Al-
bania is ahout 3,300,000 inhabitants,
it is a healthy population capable ot
enjoying the happy life.



ALBANIA HAS BEEN AND IS FOR
OF PRODUCTION AND USE OF CH

At the international conference for the prohibition of chemical weapons,
which held its proceedings in Paris, the head o] delegation

of the PSR of Albania, Minister of Foreign Affairs,

REIS MALILE, took the floor at th2 session
of January 10, and said amorng other things:

The People’'s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania shares the preoccupation of the
international community over the pro-
portions which the arms race, especially
the weapons of mass annihilation, has
assumed. Their arsenals have reached
ievels never seen before, and consti-
tute a great threat to peace and the
whole of mankind. For these reasons
the Albanian Government appreciates
and hails all those sincere efforts
which are made in order to put an
end to the arms race, including the
chemical weapons.

The very fact thal even after six de-
cades from the signing of the Geneva
Protocol of the year 1925 on the pro-
hibition of the use of toxic gases and
bhactereological means in war, we are
compelled to refer again to this same
international juridical document, is a
clear indication of the lack of real
progress in the field of chemical dis-
armament. It is a reality that ar-
maments of any kind continues unin-
terruptedly. The modernization of che-
mical weapons, the production of new
weapons, the binary weapons of a very
high toxicity, their use in many instan-
ces show that the Geneva Protocol
of 1925 and the UNO resolutions on
this problem not only have not been
respected, but on the contrary, have
been ignored and violated.

The Geneva Protocol was reached as
31 result of the demands and pressure
of public opinion for establishing a ban
on the use of chemical weapons, the
consequences of which had been felt
by the peoples who were included in
the flames of the Fiist World War.
But, unfortunately, although the First
World War belongs to the beginning
of the 20th century and now we are
on the threshold of the 21st century,
the superpowers, and many other sta-
tes in the example of the superpowers,
have, drafted and carried out pro-
grams for the production and moderni-
zation of such weapons. What is worse,
they have been used, causing many
viciims and other grave consequences.

In the treatment of the problem of
chemical weapons. Comrade Reis Ma-
lile continued, there is a great contra-
diction which stems from the very
conception of the Geneva Protocol
which, while prohibiting the use of
chemical weapons, permits that they
be produced and stockpiled.

Therefore, any discussion should con-
centrate on the elemination of this
contradiction so that it be made cor-
rect and effective.

Although from 1971, Comrade Reis
Malile said, bodies of UNO, especially
the Disarmament Committee in Ge-

neva, discuss the chemical weapons

and the danger they represent, no po-
sitive step has been made fowards
chemical disarmament. The Americans
and the Soviets, who are mainly
responsible for the chemical arms
race and for the complications of the
whole problem around them, accuse
one another that one side possesses
a greater amount of weapons than
the other, that the weapons of one
side are more advanced than those of
the other, that one side allegedly has
its chemical weapons placed exclusively
within its own territory, whereas the
other has distributed them al different
points of the globe, and so on. All
this is nothing other than justifications
{o go on with the production and per-
fection of chemical weapons. It is
beyond doubt that the development
and spread of chemical weapons up to
the present stage is not a spontaneous
process, but the result of the compe-
tition between the USA and the So-
viet Union. It is they who possess the
biggest stockpiles of chemical weapons,
the advanced technologies of produc-
tion and the means of using them,
which, the other weapons, they have
uninterruptedly modernized.

Common sense requires that when
we speak of chemical weapons, arma-
ment or disarmament, it is impossible

to put all the states on the same



footing: those who are the biggest pro-
ducers and possessors of these weapons,
those who do not possess these wea-
pons, those who impede the solution
of the problems and those who main-
tain a positive and constructive stand
towards the problem. To do such a
thing means to cover the truth  to
such a degree that it is difficult to
believe that things will change for
the better and the situation will be
improved. In these circumstances, it
has become an urgent requirement that
international forums like this one,
which is holding its proceedings now,
should define accurate, clear and atta-
inable objectives.

Peace and international security are
noble aspirations of the peoples, of
the whole international community,
and must be treated with the serious-
ness and sincerity which they merit;
therefore, they must be supported with
decisive and effective actions, which
would create possibilities for real ad-
vance towards disarmament and se-
curity.

The People’s Socialist Republic of
Albania, Comrade Reis Malile pointed
out, has always followed an indepen-
dent policy in favour of peace. In this
direction it makes its own contri-
bution and its Constitution sanctions
that in its territory there are no, and it

THE PROHIBITION
'EMICAL WEAPONS

is not permiited to station, foreign
military bases and troops. It has been
and is for the prohibition of chemical
weapons and a ban on their use; it is
against the production and stockpiling
nf these weapons, and it is also for
the complete liquidation of them, as
it is equally for the liquidation of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of
mass annihilation.

We shall welcome the conclusion of
an international convention which
would define concrete measures for
the chemical disarmament. One such
instrument would have its full value if
it could ensure the final destruction of
the existing chemical weapons as soon
as possible, beginning from their «new-
est generation». Any amount which
might be kept under various pretexts,
such as the one that is referred to
as the <«security stock», would in fact
become an insecurity stock, because it
would encourage and keep alive the
spirit of distrust and, as a result, the
road of chemical armaments would
remain open.

Ideas have been launched about the
creation of zones free of chemical
weapons. When such proposals come
from the countries of the region and
their aim is the creation and streng-
thening of confidence and a more fa-
vourable atmosphere in the relations

between states, there is no doubt that
they are rational. But we cannot say
that, by so doing, the real threat from
the existing arsenals of weapons of
mass extermination, which know no
ounds and can reach any point of
the globe, can be avoided definitively.

I would like to point out the opinion
of the Albanian delegation that, des-
pite the importance of the chemical
disarmament in itself as a step for-
ward, this represents only one aspect
of the general disarmament, which
should be seen in its complexity and
totality as a 'basis for international
security. This means that when we
discuss the chemical weapons and che-
mical disarmament, this should be done
with a view to taking concrete steps
on the long road of the process of
disarmament, in general.

In conclusion, Comrade Reis Malile
said that according to the opinion of
the Albanian delegation, in this con-
text, an important role devolves on
the United Nations, as a universal
organization which must voice the
preoccupation of the international com-
munity, thus carrying out its mission
in conformity with the spirit and the
provisions of the Charter and the
desires of the peoples who aspire to
live free and independent, in peace
and security.



FRONTAL ATTACK
ON MARXISM,
REVOLUTION

AND SOCIALISM

T
e

by Preof. AGIM POPA

The revisionists have thrown off
all disguises. Now they do not con-
sider it necessary to use either -the
term «Marxism-Leninism», or the
word <«communism», <«revolution» or
«class struggle».

The Marxist-Leninist philosophy,
too, has been replaced with the phi-
losophy of «perestroika», which is
called «new thought». and has ta-
ken up the role of the sole and ab-
solute doctrine for the explanation
ol the present-day world and the
building of the future world.

Slanders against socialism, espe-
cially against Stalin, and denigration
of all achievements of the revolu-
tion have become the fashion for all
kinds of hack-writers, philosophers
and ideologists who have surpassed
even the most. rabid anti-communists
in this field. The banner of this
struggle has been taken up by Gor-
bachov himself, who is going about
it with great zeal at different mee-
tings and conventions both within
and outside the Soviet Union.

On November 1987, on the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary of the
October Revolution, he came out
with an ecclectic platform: he wan-
ted to please all and everybody.
Apparently, he had to take course
in order to ensure support for the
new road and to neutralize his oppo-
nents. So, he indulged in demagogy.
Time, however, goes on, and Gor-
bachov has to go along with it, so he
is bound to uncover his true face.
For this purpose he chose a tribune
of authority and a selected audito-
rium: the General Assembly of the
Organization of the United Nations.

There, more openly than at any time
before, he came out with his broad
theoretical and philosophical, social and
political platform for the interpreta-
tion of the present and perspective
processes of  development in the
world, which he passed off as the
new world outlook for the world to
enter the 21st century.

Gorbachov has taken upon himself
the combination of contrasting ideo-
logies and philosophies, making his
perestroika and «new political
thought» the common denominator
for all classes, social systems, peop-
les and nations of the present world.
He wants the whole world, both the
oppressors and the oppressed, to ha-
ve a new common way of thinking,
a common consciousness, or, as he
calls it, «a  consciousness of the
common character of our objective
destinies».

The old ideas of the opportunists
of all hues are dished up in a new
sauce, that of class conciliation which
has been and remains the favourite
ideclogical weapon of the ruling ex-
ploiting classes to justify and per-
petuate the exploitation and oppres-
sion of the workers and peoples. Gor-
bachov offers these preachings, which
have long since been denounced by
Marxism-Leninism and refuted by
world historical experience, as a new
invention and the new idenlogy of
mankind.

In order {o give his preachings an
«objective basis», M. Gorbachov, like
his opportunist and revisionist pre-
decessors, from Bernstein and Kaut-
sky to Khrushchev and company,
capitalizes on the changes that have

tuken place in the world, «The world
in which we live,» he said at his
address at the United Nations, «is
radically different from that it was
in the beginning or even the middle
of this century, and it continues to
change in all its elements». But the
question Gorbachov passes in silen-
ce is this: Do oppression and ex-
ploitation exist? Dc classes with dif-
fering interests exist? Do national
oppression and the sitruggle for in-
dependence exist? Do imperialism
and capitalism, and plunder and ag-
gression on their part, exist?
Neither the development ‘of the
technical and scientific revolution,
nor the global problems «of all man-
kind», on which Gorbachov harps
so much, nor the emergence of the
nuclear weapons and missiles have
made capitalism and imperialism
more reasonable, more humane or
more peace-loving. On the contrary,
capitalist oppression and the plun-
der of the peoples by imperialism
have in our days reached unprece-
dented proportions, as compared
with the past. And as long as ex-
ploitation and plunder go on, the
working class and the peoples cannot
reconcile themselves to them, and
their yearning and struggle for free-
dom and independence, for justice
and social progress, can never be
quelled. The bourgeoisie and revisio-
nists may “hold on the revolutionary
drive of the working masses, for a
certain lime, but they cannot stamp
out their aspirations and efforts for
a better life and future, and for a
new society, in which all the peoples
will enjoy the fruits of their work



Our Party has resolutely rejected

the bour geois-opportunist theses Of the present

Stage of the world historical process and has forcefully
emphasized that criticism o f principle

and ceaseless exposure of counter-revolutionary

and anti-communist theories are necessary

to defend Marxism- Leninism, carry

forward the cause of the revolution and the peoples

in' freedom and equality. Gorbachov's
aim, like that of all opportunists and
revisionists, is to devalue the his-
toric mission of the proletariat, and
the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, the
revolution and the liberation of the
peoples, and to proclaim them ob-
solete and incompatible with the
present time. For him the proleta-
riat and its ideology and movement
represent no longer the class and
the ideology which give the tone
to the whole life of human society
and determine the fundamental ten-
dency of its development. He openly
says that in North and South and
East and West new social movements
and new ideologies are emerging on
the forefront of history. «Life is
forcing us,» he says, «to abandon ob-
solete stereotypes and views, because
it would be naive to think that the
problems mankind is faced with today
can be solved with means and me-
thods that have been applied or used
in the past.»

The question here is about the
class struggle and the revolution,
which allegedly today represent no
longer the motor force, the locomo-
tive of history. This experience, which
has been derived from the whole de-
velopment of human history, accor-
ding to Gorbachov, belongs to the
praciices of a world that has be-
come or is becoming part of the past.
He proclaims obsolete and valueless
even the Great October Revolution,
its teachings and road, because «we
face a different world in which we
must seek different roads to the
future».

However, it was the same Gorba-

chov who only a year before, in his
address on the occasion of the 70th
anniversary of the October Revolu-
tion, called it «the Iuminous hour
of the brilliant dawn of mankind».
In that address he affirmed, and
now it is clear that he did it for
demagogical purposes, that «the year
1917 showed that the choice between
socialism and capitalism is the only
social alternative of our time, be-
cause «in the 20th century there can
be no progress without transition
to socialism», that «this fundamen-
tal conclusion is no less valid today
than at the time when it was made
by Lenin,» etc.

Now, however, Gorbachov  has
found «a new law»., If the history
of the past centuries and millennia
has been a history of fierce class
struggles and battles as a result of
the irreconcilability of opposite in-
terests and ideologies, «today,» he
says, «we have entered a new epoch
in which all this is only a leftover
of the past», because «the further
progress of the world is possible
only through the efforts for a ge-
neral consensus of mankind,» as «the
new world order will be determined
by general human interests,» etc.

This .«new» philosophy of Gor-
bachov's has been exposed by Lenin
long ago and is being refuted by the
reality of our days everywhere in the
world. «According to the doctrine of
socialism, that is, Marxism>» Lenin
says, «..the true motor force of his-
tory is the revolutionary struggle of
classes.. According to the doctrine
of the bourgeois philosophers, the
motor force of progress is the soli-

darity of all the elements of society...
The former doctrine is materialist,
the latter is idealist.. The former
argues the practice of the proleta-
riat.. The latter argues the tactic
of the bourgeoisie.»

Proceeding on Kautsky's footsteps
and distorting the present-day reality,
Gorbachov comes out with the false
theses that allegedly «disagreements
and contradicitons inherited f{rom
the past are diminishing or dying
away», that «along the struggles,
animosities and discord among the
peoples, a new trend with just as
objective ‘causes is emerging .ever
more clearly’ — the process of the
creation of an integral and inter-
connected world.» So, according to
him, today one must not speak about
contradictions and antagonisms nei-
ther between the working class and
the bourgeoisie, nor between the op-
pressed peoples and dependent coun-
tries and imperialism, nor between
the two opposite social systems —
socialism and capitalism, nor even
between the imperialist powers them-
selves. All this, that is, the funda-
mental contradictions that lie at the
foundation of our epoch, allegedly
already belong to the past or is be-
coming an irreversible component
part of it. He calls for all together,
that is, not only the different sta-
tes, but also the workers and capi-
talists, the oppressed peoples and im-
perialists, to seek «the road leading
to the priority of the general ideals
of mankind over the innumerable
number of centrifugal forces.»

The Party of Labour of Albania,
the Marxist-Leninists and revolutio-
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naries all over the world cannot fail
to denounce this new treacherous
step of the present head of the So-
viet revisionists. «Qur struggle,»
Comrade Ramiz Alia says, «is di-
rected against the revisionist prea-
chings to the effect that allegedly
the time of class battles, revolutions
and national liberation struggles is
over for ever, and that the epoch
of <general harmony», class concilia-
tion, and cooperation between the
capitalist metropolises and the op-
pressed peoples has set in».

It is absolutely clear as to where
this road leads to. The aim is to
maintain the status quo, the pre-
sent situation, intact, that is, to pre-
serve the rule of the bhourgeoisie and
imperialism. Ignoring and selling out
the vital interests of the workers
and peoples, this is the price of
betrayal Gorbachov offers world im-
perialism and exchange for ensuring
him a period of calm and coopera-
tion for carrying out his program
of capitalist modernization in the
Soviet Union through «perestroika»
and «glasnost»,

It is true that in the world today
there are a number of problems
which affect all men, peoples and
countries and which demand efforts
from all, as well as agreements and
cooperation among the different sta-
tes, etc. Such are averting the threat
of a new general war with the use
of nuclear weapons, of the so-called
conventional weapons, protecting the
environment from chaotic industrial
development or tests of various wea-
pons, doing away the profound back-
wardness and miserable conditions
of whole zones of the «third world»,
and others alike. Concern for the so-
lution of these problems, and mobi-
lization of international opinion, the
peoples, the progressive and peace-
loving forces, and the governments
of various countries for concrete ac-
tions over these problems are na-
tural, necessary and of grealt actual
importance. However, for their so-
lution there is no need to deny the
class struggle, the  revolution, the
aspiration of the peoples for inde-
pendence and national sovereignty,
as Gorbachov does. It is not the just
struggles of the workers for social
and national emancipation that ham-

per the solution of the problems of
all mankind. On the contrary, they
make an irreplaceable contribution
to it, as they are directed against
the more profound causes of these
problems. These causes lie in the
capitalist order, imperialism and its
colonial and _neo-colonial system, in
the nature and rapacious and ag-
gressive policy of world imperialism,
especially its two principal bastions
today — American imperialism and
Soviet social-imperialism. These are
not outdated dogmas, as it pleases
Gorbachov to proclaim them, but a
historical reality which is being con-
firmed with new facts with every
passing day. Only liquidation of the
deeper causes which have produced
the present problems of all mankind
and keep them alive will lead to
radical, complete and {inal solution
of them.

Gorbachov talks about the buil-
ding of a <«new world order». He
says that the question here is about
«one world order», and the creation
of an «integral world», in which
socialism and capitalism would mer-
ge into one system. This is the no-
torious theory of the bourgeois ideo-
logists about the «convergence and
integration» of the two systems. The-
re is nothing new here, apart {rom
the complete rejection of socialism.
However, Marxism-Leninism and
world historical experience show that
in the current epoch the advance
of human society, conditioned by
objective laws, goes in a rigorously
determined direction, the replacement
of the outdated capitalist system
with the socialist system, which re-
presents a new and higher stage in
the development of human society,
a social order capable of answering
all the questions of progress and of
coping with all the challenges of
the time. It represents the only so-
cial order with a future, the only
alternative for the elimination of the
exploitation of man by man and
the oppression of some nations by
other nations, as well as the only
road for the real and final solution
of the problems of all mankind Gor-
bachov shows so much concern
about in his statements. Only on
this basis, on the basis of the so-
cialist and communist -order, can
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there be serious talk about the one
and integral world of the future.

If regressive processes, profound
cconomic crises and big social up-
heavals, bureaucratic acts and vio-
lations of democracy, creation of
privileged strata and degeneration
of cadres, etc, have taken place in
the Soviet Union and the other so-
cialist countries the socialist system
is not to blame, but the revisionist
course followed by the leaderships
of these countries. Socialism, as a
theory and social order, has in-
exhaustible possibilities of develop-
ment and advance, of finding the
correct solution to all problems, crea-
ting true equality and effective de-
mocracy for the people, and ensuring
the all-round development of man.
However, the revisionists have lost
faith in socialism, in its possibili-
ties and creative forces, so they are
abandoning it in words and deeds,
attacking it by all manner of means
and praising the values of the bour-
geois order, and the capitalist me-
thods of organization and manage-
ment, as the only way out of the
blind alley in which they find them-
selves. And it is clear that integra-
tion into capitalism within the coun-
iry cannot fail to pose as an al-
ternative integration into the capita-
list system on-a world scale for the
creation of the so-called
integral world>.

The frontal attack on Marxism-Le-
ninism, revolution, the struggle of
the peoples, socialism and commu-
nism mounted by Gorbachov at the
General Assembly of the United Na-
tions was bound to meet, as it did,
with the enthusiasm of international
big capital and all the reactionary
forces of the world, because his
concepts and theories are those the
world bourgeoisie has long since
preached and continues to preach
today. With the emergence of «pe-
restroika» and «the mnew political
thought», possibilities are created for

«one and

reviving counter-revolutionary and
anti-socialist philosophies and put-
ting them into circulation in new
forms.

The new philosophy the Soviet lea-
der presented at the United Nations
is aimed at diverting the peoples
and the revolutionary and progres-
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sive forces from the road of the re-
volution and social progress, arousing
illusions, historical pessimism and
submission amongst them. It is also
meant as a philosophy for streng-
thening Soviet influence on a world
scale, and an ideological support of
the great-power policy of Soviet so-
cial-imperialism with claims to a
determinant role over the [fate of
the world.

The struggle against this philosophy
means struggle against the policy and
strategy of the Soviet social-impe-
rialist superpower and struggle against
the most dangerous trend of mo-

dern revisionism in defence of the
bases of Marxism-Leninism, the re-
volution and the socialist alternati-
ve of the current world develop-
ment. The Party of Labour of Al-
bania has proceeded and will con-
sistently proceed, in the future, too,
on this revolutionary road of irrecon-
cilable struggle against modern revi-
sionism of any Kkind and any deno-
mination. As Comrade Enver Hoxha
points out, our Party has resolutely
rejected the bourgeois-opportunist the-
ses on the present stage of the world
historical process which negate the
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revolution and defend capitalist ex-
ploitation, and has forcefully empha-
sized that «no change in the deve-
lopment of capitalism and imperia-
lism justifies the revisionist <«inven-
tions> and <fabrications»;» that «cri-
ticism of principle and ceaseless ex-
posure of counter-revolutionary and
anti-communist theories are necessary
to defend Marxism-Leninism, carry
forward the cause of the revolution
and the peoples, and show that the
theory of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin remains always young, and
sure compass for the future victo-
ries.»
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«THE MEETING OF TIRANA — A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
STRENGTHENING OF BALKAN COOPERATION»,

«ZERI I POPULLIT~, organ of the CC of the PLA

The Tirana Meeting of
vice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs, as a continuation of
the deepening of the process
of cooperation in the Bal-
kans, achieved its aims and
objectives successfully. It
carried this cooperation
further ahead, thereby justi-
fying the hopes and desires
of public opinion and the
peoples of the peninsula.

To the success of the
meeting contributed all the
participating delegations,
which showed the sense of
responsibility of the Balkan
countries for the prospects
of development of relations
in the Balkans.

The meeting of the high
officials of Foreign Affairs,
which took place in the Al-
banian capital, and its re-
sults are a component part
of the positive process of
cooperation and understand-
ing which is crystallizing
more and more with each
passing day. The meeting of
foreign ministers in Belgrade
and that of the high officials
in Sofia had taken positive
steps for the development of
relations, which have con-
tributed to the improvementl

trust and respect among the
Balkan peoples.

The Tirana Meeting sho-
wed once more that fields
of mutual interest and pOs-
sibilities of Balkan coopera-
tion are wery broad. Con-
stant search and materiali-
zation of them coincides
with the interests of every
Balkan country in particu-
lar, and «all the Balkan
countries, in general. It is
known that the problems
existing in the Balkans are
not easy to solve. Foreign
extra-Balkan factors also seek
to arouse many complica-
tions. These factors are in-
terested in the creation of a
turbulent atmosphere of dis-
trust in the Balkans. How-
ever, there is no insoluble
problem provided there are
the political will, moderation
and realism, and joint ef-
forts are made. There are
many positive examples in
the present relations among
the Balkan countries. The
ceaseless progress of relations
and cooperation, as well as
the fundamental interests of
our peoples call, as an abso-
lute necesity, for the elimi-
nation of difficulties and

of the atmosphere of mutual " obstacles which arise on the

road to the creation of an

" atmosphere of wunderstand-

ing, friendship and good
neighbourliness among the
peoples of the Balkans. Both
the experience of history and
the present time have streng-
thened the conviction that
the stand towards national
minorities as a factor of
cohesion within the country
and a bridge of friendship
with the neighbouring coun-
tries is a correct policy which
responds to the strengthening
of mutual trust and coope-
ration. )

The fact that all the Bal-
kan countries consider Bal-
kan coovperation as the only
alicrnative in the relations
among themselves 1is very
significative.

The Albanian people, which
nourish  feelings of friend-
ship towards all the neigh-
bouring peoples in the Bal-
kans, areinterested in under-
standing and cooperation,
peace and stability in the
Balkans. They desire and
struggle for the spirit of
understanding, friendship and
good mneighbourliness among
peoples to predominate in
our peninsula. Development
of good mneighbourliness is



one of the basic priorities
of the foreign policy of the
PSR of Albania. With e high
sense of responsibility, our
country has followed the
principles of good neighbour-
liness, and has made and
is always ready to make an
effective and concrete con-
tribution to cooperation in
the Balkans. This was the
predisposition of the host
country of the meeting of the
high officials of the ministries
of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries. With this
noble aim in sight, it will
do everything that depends

on it for the coming meeting
of the Foreign Ministers of
the Balkan Countries, which
will be held in Tirana, to
give a fresh impulse to the
relations of cooperation in
the Balkans.

The Balkan meeting in
Tirana aroused great interest
and wide response in inter-
national opinion, in the press
and information media of
many countries of the world.
This is obvious, because po-
sitive processes in our pe-
ninsula, and peace and sta-
bility in the Balkans are an

important factor in ensuring
peace and stability in the
Mediterranean, Europe and
beyond. By expanding and
consolidating  understanding
and good meighbourliness
among themselves, the Bal-
kan countries serve their
national interests, as well
as the real interests of
security and peace in the
world. Hence, after such im-
portant activities as the meet-
ing held in Tirana, our peo-
ples are justified in seeing
the future of the Balkans with
more optimism.

A VISIT WHICH SERVED THE STRENGTHENING OF THE
ALBANIAN-TURKISH RELATIONS

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT~,

The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Reis Malile, paid an of-
ficial visit to Turkey. The
success of this visit was
complete and was reflected
in all the talks he held with
the senior Turkish persona-
lities. In his meetings with
the Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter, Jillmaz, and with five

other political and economic
personalities of the country,
and in the meeting with
Prime Minister Ozal and
president Evren, the achie-
vements made hitherto in
the bilateral relations were
positively assessed and the
fields and possibilities for
their further development in
future were envisaged. Pri-

'me Minisfer Ozal stressed

that the Turkish Govern-
ment is for the further de-
velopment of the relations
with  Albania in various
fields of reciprocal interest.

There are old traditional
links between the Albanian
people and the Turkish peo-
ple. They have grown stron-
ger with the passage of ti-
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me. No problems exist bet-
ween the two countries, a
thing which was pointed out
during this visit. This is an
expression of the reality of
the friendly feelings between
the two countries and peo-
ples; it is something which
promotes reciprocal advanta-
ge not only for them but
also for the countries of the
region and the continent on
which we live. Although
there is no common boun-
dary-line between Albania
and Turkey, the affinity bet-
ween our fwo peoples can be
felt immediately. A valua-
ble contribution to the
strengthening of the rela-
tions between the Albanian
people and the Turkish peo-
ple has been made by the
greal leaders of our two
countries, Enver Hoxha and
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. They
placed the relations belween
the Turkish people and {he
Albanian people on a new
basis, and opened new fields

of collaboration between
them. <«It is our duty to
march on this road, which

is an open track now,» Com-
rade Ramiz Alia pointed out
in his meeting with Mesut
Jillmaz in Tirana, last Au-
gust.

In Turkey there is a consi-
derable number of citizens of
Albanian origin, who serve
as a bridge of {riendship
between the two countries.
This was underlined by the
senior Turkish personalities
in the meetings which they
had with the Albanian fo-
reign minister. It is a satis-

scientific cooperation

faction that these citizens of
Albanian origin are treated
in the same focting as the
Turkish citizens and contri-
bute equally to the political,
economic, cultural and scien-
tific development of Turkey.
The Turkish Prime Minister,
Turgut Ozal, emphasized that
the Albanians in Turkey are
respected by everybody. All
these things have created a
warm climate in the Alba-
nian-Turkish relations and a
fraternal spirit between the
Albanian people and the Tur-
kish people.

A response to this spirit
are the concrete steps which
have been made in various
fields of reciprocal collabora-
tion. This has influenced the
creation of understanding in
the political field, which in
turn is reflected in other
fields of the development of
each country, such as in the

economy, culiure, technique
and science etc. The steps
of economic and technical-

which
were made last August in
Tirana are now enriched with
two other important agree-
ments: the cultural and post-
telecommunication agreements,
as well as the agreement bet-
ween ATA and the Turkish
news - agency ANADOLI

- AXHANS. Opinions were ex-

changed about the possibi-
lity of extending this spirit
of co-operation in other
fields. The exchange of vi-
sits at prime-minister level
will also serve the fruitful
collaboration in various fields
of mutual interest. The cour-
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se of development of these
reclations and the signing of
the various agreements is a
concrete expression of the
policy of understanding and
confidence  which the two
countries follow.

The strengthening of rela-
tions between Albania and
Turkey serves in a concrete
and direct manner the im-
piovement of relations bet-
ween the Balkan countries
and beyond. The more cor-
rect and concrete, warm and
friendly the bilateral rela-
tions are, the more and bet-
ter they contribute to the
strengthening of the mult'-
lateral relations. The Balkans
needs cooperation and un-
derstanding. The positive pro-
cess which has begun in this
direction will help {0 sur-
mount the existing difficul-
ties in our peninsula and
will create the conditions for
this cooperation to be as
fruitful as possible and the
Balkans be {ransformed into
a region of peace and friend-
ship among the peoples who
live in it. This is also one
of the objectives of the de-
cisions of the Balkan con-
ferences.

The spirit of understanding
and confidence which exists
between Albania and Tur-
key. the constructive spirit
of bilateral talks which was
noticed also during this vi-
sit in Turkey, are an ex-
pression of the desire and
the political goodwill which
exists between our two coun-
tries. It promises the exten-
sion and further strengthen-
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ing of these relations in fu-
ture, too. As Comrade Ramiz

Alia stressed during his’

meetirg with Mesut Jillmaz

last year, in his congratula-
tion to the Turkish people,
«in the Albanian people and
in our Government, they will
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always find the desire for
_the further dévelopment- of
traditional friendly rela-
tions.»

THE LIBERALIZATION OF THE ECONOMY AND
REFORMS CANNOT AVERT THE CRISES

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT~»

Convinced by  the Dbitter
experience of the crisis of
depression of the ’30s that
«the market cannot ensure
the real balance of the eco-
nomy~», the monopoly bour-
geoisie sought a new way
out of the crisis and unem-
ployment in the Keynsian
theory which recommended
the direct intervention of
the state in the economy
through the financial-budge-
tary policy as the most. With
this theory as their basis,
beginning from the end of
the Second World War up
till the ’70s, the bourgeois
governments implemented
the policy of the readjust-
ment of the economy, which
in fact did not remedy the
situation.

When in ihe beginning of
the ’70s the number-one
«enemy» and the most dis-
quieting problem ofthe ca-
pitalist economy — inflation,

became rampant, when the
energy crisis and the crisis of
the international capitalist
monetary system broke out,
the monopolies and the go-
vernments of the major capi-
talist countries immediately
hastened to embrace a dif-
ferent policy which supports
and defends the laws of the
market economy, which op-
poses the policy of the «en-
trepreneur» state, of the «as-
sistant» bourgeois state, and
which in essence means the
privatization of the nationa-
lized branches, the curtail-
ment of expenditure for so-
cial and cultural spheres, the
implementation of the prin-
ciples of ‘commercialization
even in education, health,
culture, etc.

In the ’80s Reagan and

Thatcher alike began to ap-

ply a series of measures for
the further liberalization of

the economy, for the ma-
Ximum restriction of the
direct state interference, and
for the privatization of the
nationalized branches of the
economy under the pretéxt
of guaranteeing the dynamic
development of the economy
and of increasing its effici-
ency. And in fact one third
of the nationalized indus-
tries in England have been
privatized again.

According to forecasts the
privatization of the world
economic system will be
completed by the ’90s and
the bourgeois-revisionist sta-
te will remain only with the
function of  «supervisor»,
This is the logic of the ma-
ximalization of the capitalist
efficiency today. But this po-
licy which champions the

«freedom of the market»
and competition (as the
world historic experience
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shows) has not brought and
cannot possibly bring any-
thing good to the working

class; it will create more
unemployed, will lower the
standard of living and real
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income, will increase poverty,
as the figures in the follo-
wing table show: )

Increase in 0 Unemployment Increase in %
pf active  population  (in million) in

in 1987/1970 1970/1987 1687/1970
England 9.8 24.7 24.8 0.4

FR of Germany 4.4 26.7 25.7 -3.8
France 12,2 20.9 21.4 2.5

Italy 15.7 198 7.1

In the USA it is true that
new jobs have been created,
especially in the sector of
services and small busines-
ses, but, whereas the active
population in 1987, as against
1970, has " increased by 43
per cent, unemploymeant for
the same period has gone up
to 38 per cent and the rate
of unemployment has in-
creased from 4.8 per cent in
1970 to 6.1 per cent in 1937.

In the '80s the fashion was
to adopt an economic poli-
cy whieh is orientated bro-
adly towards the market, as
the most efficient road of
ensuring the economic «ri-
se» and <«development», even
if the price to pay for it was
uneployment. In recent years
even the team of Gorbacnhov
with his «perestroika» and
«glasnost» is more and more
sumbitting to the laws of ca-
pitalism, the liberalization
of the economy, privatiza-
tion, private enterprise, the
mechanism of the market
economy which are consi-

dered as the only ways to
save the country from back-
wardness, economic stagna-
tion, crisis, bureaucracy in
the management of the eco-
nomy, etc. Indeed, the So-
viet revisionists, in chorus
with the capitalists, want to
show that the liberalized
economy, private enterprise,
the capitalist relations of
production are acme of the
development of the so-
ciety.

Precisely for this purpose,
Gorbachov and his team
adopted, in theory, the ca-
pitalist concept of commo-
dity production, of the mar-
ket and its laws as the
starting-point for the res-
tructuring of the Soviet eco-
nomy. Therefore, he is stri-
ving 1o place such categories
as profit, prices, money, fo-
reign currency, credit, pay,
taxes and fees, demand and
offer, competition, etc., which
must act freely and without
any restrictions at the foun-
dations of the functions of

Rate of unemploy-

ment in 9,
1970 1987
3 10.3
0.8 6.5
2.4 10.5
5.3 11.1

ithe economy. Hence, the ma-
nagement of the economy,
the enterprises and kolkhozes
is now based on capitalist
principles and methods such
as «complete [inancial autfo-
nomy», «self-financing», «so-
cialist self-administration»,
«complete profitability> ae-
cording to which the right
of decision-making is libe-
ralized and decentralized,
market prices can fluctuate
freely and «competition can
develop and is considered
as the motive force of the
socialist ~emmulation» The
free market of labour, fo-
reign currency and capital
is going {rom strength to
strength in the Soviet Union.
Joint ventures with foreign
capital are being created,
the market of securities,
shares and loan bonds is
emerging.

However, it has been
shown convincingly in theo-
ry and in practice that the
free market, with its com-
petences, inevitably leads to
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known political and social
consequences. It does not le-
vel out, but on the contrary,
deepens the economic and
social inequalities and class
differentiations, leading gra-
dually and inevitably to lar-
ge-scale unemployment and
economic crises.

The free and unrestricted
operation of the law of va-
lue is incompatible with the
real socialist economy, which
is a planned and centralized
economy and not a market
economy, or a decentralized
economy. Whereas socialist
production is a social pro-
duction and not commodity
production.

Private enterprise “and
competition cannot re-esta-
blish the real meaning of
social justice, as the Soviet
modern revisionists make
out. On the contrary, they
stimulate and favour privi-
leges for a limited group of
people. Even the «freedom-

of the market, which is so
much publicized, is freedom
for those who possess mo-
ney and capital, either {to
buy or to invest, especially
on the market of securities,
on which one can make pro-
fit through speculations. But
it is far from freedom for
the working people, for the
unemployed, for the poor
who are destitute of means.
In practice this freedom is
enjoyed by those who have
the political and economic
power in their hands.

The freedom of the mar-
ket, competition, private en-
terprise, as the historical ex-
perience shows, have never
brought and can never bring
universal well-being. The
contradictions of the capita-
list mode of production and
the inability of the market
economy to heal the wounds
of the bourgeois society are
common knowledge. Many
are the bourgeois econo-
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mists who have admitted
that the capitalist model of
management and functioning
of the economy has proved
unable to and cannot solve
or overcome the antagonistic
class contradictions in favour
of the working people,
although, on the other hand,
it can and does secure mo-
re profits and greater gains
for the capitalists. It has
proved itself uncapable of
securing jobs for all, whe-
reas the number of the
unemployed, the exploited
and the poor has increased
and social injustice has be-
come more acute.

The capitalist relations in
production, relying on the
liberalization of the ‘eco-
nomy, private enterprise
and prbperty cannot save
the capitalist and revisionist
society, cannot save the wor-
king people from the ex-
ploitation of man by
man.

POLITICAL CRISIS — AN INGRAINED ELEMENT OF THE

CAPITALIST SYSTEM

«ZERI I POPULLIT»

The capitalist order, as a
social and economic system,
is going through a period of
general crisis. The process of

the degeneration of this sys-
tem includes economic and
political, ideological and mi-
litary aspects. At given mo-

ments, this or that aspect
of the crisis comes up on
top, but they have never
been separated from one
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another, there has always
been a reciprocal connection
among them.

A growing tension is noti-
ced in recent years in the
political and social life of
the capitalist and revisionist
world. Analysing this phe-
nomenon, Comrade Ramiz
Alia has stressed that the
capitalist mode of production
and distribution, the thirst
for maximum profits and
the ideology of exploiting
the working man to the
marrow have led to a fur-
ther decline of the bourgeois
society and its political and
social institutions, to a fur-
ther degradation of the hu-
man relations... Mafia-type
banditry has penetrated deep
into every level, which has
the destinies of the country
in its hands.»>

The political crisis appears
in different iniensities and
forms in different countries.
But it must not be identi-
fied only with the cabinet
crisis, as it is often simpli-
fied by the propaganda of
the bourgeoisie. In essence it
is a crisis of the entire
supoerstructure and a reflec-
tion of the crisis of the
economic base on which it
is set up. It is als6 an
expression of the inability
of the hourgeoisie and of its
political institutions to pro-
vide alternative solutions to
the problems, the impossibi-
litv of governing with the
traditional methods of bour-
geois parliamentarism. The
reshuffling of ministerial ca-
binets through the mecha-

nism of anticipated resigna-
tion is a form of political
crisis which has nothing new
in itself. There are countries
which, following the Second
World War, have changed
more governments than the
number of years that have
passed since then.

The rivalry between bour-
geois groups and parties has
reached the point when even
the traditional rules of bour-
geois democracy in the poli-
tical game for power are
disregarded. Now more than
ever before they are using
Mafia methods, from for-
gery, electronic spying and
liquidation of political opi-
nions, in order to take over
government posts. In many
countries there is a very
active underground political
life, which commands and
rules in the legal state ap-
paratus, the political and
economic institutions through
its invisible ropes. The po-
litical Mafia, the typical
product of a decaying order,
acts like a powerful spi-
der’'s web, which has shown
that it can set up and top-
ple entire governmenis, can
put to the top of the pyra-
mid of the state those poli-

ticians who are linked with

it and can challenge anyone
whom it dislikes.

The parliamentary or pre-
sidential elections are often
transformed into arenas of
quarrels and most banal of-
fences between rivalling ca-
ndidates; archives are sear-
ched for and sometimes the
most fantastic stories are hat-
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ched up in order to discre-
dit the rivals. The last pre-
sidential campaign in the
USA enriched the arsenal
of electoral machinations and
tricks of the American
bourgeoisie. Bush, Dukakis
and their respective electoral
staffs accused one another
of mental defficiency.

The extreme form of the
manifestation of political
crisis are the coups détat.
This is a common pheno-
menon, especially in the
countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America. In the ca-
pitalist countries, the army is
seen as something which has
nothing to do with politics,
as a neutral element in the
rivalry for power between
the bourgeois parties. But
his concept has never been
based on realistic  assess-
ments. The more so today

" when the bourgeois and re-

visionist armies constitute an
active force which interferes
in the political life of ihe
country and even in carrying
out coups d’état, allegedly
in order to establish order
and to restore the political
institutions, <«enderanged by
anarchy and the inability of
the professional politicians».

The shaken political power
of the bourgeoisie has lnst
its ability to manoeuvre, its
resiliency to adapt itself to
the circles and the sections
of the population which have
alwavs regarded it as an in-
violable institution, given
once and for good for go-

C verning the country through

the traditional bourgeois
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forms. In these circumstances
the need for reforming the
political system, in order to
make il better able to serve
the ruling classes to achieve
the aims of the internal and
external policy, is fell more
and more acutely in the
bourgeois and revisionist co-
untries. It is not an accident
that in many countiries of
the West and the East to-
day we actually notice such
common phenomena as the
drafiing of new constitutions,
the application of reforms in
the electioral system and the
creation of new political
structures. The revisioning of
the bourgeois electoral sys-
tem is seen as an indispen-
sable need so that the politi-
cal system can be Dbetter
adapted to the present-day
conditions, and further cur-

tail what is called the bour-
geois democracy and par-
liamentarism.

Every change in the politi-
cal system should be reflec-
fed in the constitution be-
fore it can receive the siatus
of the law. In recent times
in some revisionist countries
there has been a long da-
bate about the changes that
must be made to the politi-
cal superstructure in order
to open the road to the ca-
pitalist-type economic reforms
which are being deepenned
in these countries. Perestroi-
ka and glasnost in the Soviet
Union are nothing but ef-
forts at reforming the Soviet
system of leadership and
management, which, under
the lable of democracy, gi-
ves the green light t{o the
bourgeois liberalization in the
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economy and the restructu-
ring of the political institu-
tions in favour of the new
group of the Soviet Ilea-
dership.

The political crisis is part
of the crisis of the capita-
list system. The partial and
repeated reforms of it try
to make the bourgeois ap-
paratus more manoeuvrable
in order to cope with the
situations and to quell the
explosions. The political cri-
sis in a world ruled by a
minority has its own cycles
and laws of development,
which operate within the
framework of the all-round
crisis of the capitalist society.
They can be softened and
avoided for some time, but
they can never be elemina-
ted without changing the eco-
nomic base which fosters it.

AN UGLY ACT AGAINST LIBYA’S INDEPENDENCE

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

The world learned with
great indignation and anger
about-the act of aggresion of
the “American imperialists
against Libya. By trampling
underfoot all known interna-
tional norms and laws, the
Americans shot down two
Libyan planes in the Medi-
terranean. According to a
communiqué of the Libyan

ministry of Foreign Affairs,
«the Libyan planes were on
a routine patrol flight over
international waters when
fwo F-14 took off trom air-
carrier Kennedy and commit-
ted premeditated aggression
on them.» The American of-
ficial circles were quick to
justify this ugly act of ag-
gression and warned that

other measures of a military
character would also be ta-
ken, giving themselves the
cynical right to attack any
sovereign and free people
that opposes the pressure
and dictate of American im-
perialism. At a press confe-
rence, held in Washington,
the spokesmen for the De-
partment of State, Charles
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Redman, threatened that «the
United States will continue
to take other similar mili-
tary measures in defence of
their interests in the future,
too.»

After the American attack
on the Libyan planes, in a
stern note of protest to the
UNO, the Tripoli Govern-
ment forcefully condemned
the aggression of the Ame-
rican imperialists. In this go-
vernment note the permanent
representative of Libya at
the United Nations warned
of the imminent threat of
an aggression on a larger
scale which might come as
a result of the escalation of
American military activities
in the Mediterranean. In the
meantime, the Libyan leader,
Muamar Qaddafi, declared
that Libya «will reply with
courage to American aggres-
sion and will never renoun-
ce its principles of defence
of sovereignty, freedom and
advance of the home-
land.»

The recent American mi-
litary activities against Li-
bya are ominous and show
that the United States is fo-
llowing a dangerous road
which nobody knows where
it will lead to. Pretext and
justifications are of the most
diverse kind, but the aim
and means are the same,
For the barbarous bombard-
ment of Tripoli and Beng-
hazi on April 15, 1986 the
American imperialists came
out with the pretext of the
struggle against terrorism.

Now they claim that the
pharmaceutical factory at
Rabta, to the south of Tri-
poli, allegedly is meant for
the production of cherrTical
weapons. That was a banal,
although brutal, casus beli
which led to the unjustifia-
ble attack on two Libyan
planes. World opinion is
justified to ask: Why the
United States shows itself
so much concerned about all
this at a time when hund-
reds of thousands of tons of
poisonous  substances and
other weapons of mass ex-
termination are turned out
every day by the great cen-
tres of production of chemi-
cal weapons in the United
States. If one goes through
the files of Vietnam, Indochi-
na, Cuba, Grenada and Le-
banon, one has a clear idea
of the concretization of the
American policy of napalm
and scorched earth, and the
chemical weapons Americans
have barbarously used every-
where they have violated
the freedom and independen-
ce of the other peoples. The
point, however, is somewhere
else. Washington now raises
the fake argument of the
production of chemical we-
apons in order to justify its
ugly anti-Libyan act of ag-
gression.

Carried out in blatant op-
position to all the known
laws and norms that regu-
late present-day international
relations, American air pi-
racy against Libya is an act

. concerned
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inspired by the delirium of
unrestrained great-power me-
galomania the United States
harbours against the smal-
ler sovereign peoples and
countries. For the realization
of its hegemony-seeking aims
in the world it goes so far
as to embark on acts of
open aggression on countries
that oppose American poli-
cies. The USA is greatly
about the anti-
American policy followed by
Libya, whose stand, accor-
ding to Washington, has an
influence also on the other
Arab countries. The Ameri-
cans seek to make the ag-
gression of Libya an exam-
ple for the Arab peoples
and the peoples of the world,
who oppose the American
policy of hegemony and do-
mination.

So, the new year 1989 be-
gan with a brutal attack of
the United States on the
sovereign rights of the Liby-
an people and a grave and
dangerous escalation of Ame-
rican activities which add to
the already high tension in
the whole region of the Me-
diterranean, the Middle East
and all over the world. Such
acts of flagrant aggression
and interference in the in-
ternal affairs of other coun-
tries make the peoples ever
more aware of the need for
raising their vigilance f{o
the even more dangerous
developments that may arise
as a result of the policies
of the superpowers in the
Mediterranean. The Albanian
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peoples who have always
energetically supported the
just cause of freedom and
independence of the Arab
and other peoples, forcefully

condemn this new act of
aggression of the American
imperialists. They are con-
fident that the Libyan peo-
ple will know how to reso-

THE END OF AN INVASION

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT»

The withdrawal of the So-
viet troops from Afghanistan
ended on February 15, with
the departure of the com-
mander-in-chief of the in-
vading army, Boris Gromov,
who called the flight of his
troops «the end of a succes-
sful military operation». Ra-
dio Moscow repeated its pro-
paganda slogans about «the
internationalist mission> of
the Soviet army, considering
the so-called military assis-
tance to the Afghan people
concluded.

Actually the forced with-
drawal of the Soviet troops
Irom Afghanistan marks the
failure of the Soviet mili-
tary aggression and aggres-
sive policy in that country.
The main factor which for-
ced the invaders to get out
of what the Soviet soldiers
themselves called «the Afghan
inferno» was the armed
struggle of the Afghan peo-
ple. So the question here is
about a victory of the Af-

ghan people who have fought
so much for their freedom
and independence. The Af-
ghan people waged a hervoic
9 year-long armed struggle
which cost the Soviet Union
15, 000 soldiers and officers
killed, 37,000 wounded and
billions of rubles. The So-
viet social-imperialists did
everything and used all ma-
nner of means to impose
their occupation on the Af-
ghan people. They sent there
large hand-picked military
forces, the most modern we-
apons and the most lethal
poisons; they resorted also
to scorched earth tactics and
chemical weapons. But all
this proved a failure in front
of the struggle of the Afghan
people.

The determined struggle
of the Afghan patriots and
the deep hatred of the ma-
sses of the people, which ex-
pressed itself both in the ar-
med resistance in the moun-
tains and in the demonstra-
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lutely defend their sovereign-
ty, freedom, independence
and national interests against
the American policy of ag-
gression and war.

tions and clashes with the
enemy in the cities, put the
Soviet social imperialism in
an extremely difficult situa-
tion. An entire people rose
arms in hand, while at the
same ftime opposing the dip-
lomatic machinations and
pressure of Moscow which
sought to find a «political
solution» to the Afghan pro-
blem. To the savageness and
barbarousness of aggression,
the Afghan people opposed
their high patriotism, their
indomitable will-power and
their freedom-loving .spirit
which characterized them in
their struggles and victories,
making light of all sacrifi-
ces. They sustained great
suffering so much so that
over 5 million Afghani had
to emigrate to Pakistan and
Iran

The forced Soviet withdra-
wal from Afghanistan took
place at a time when the
aggression had increased
more than ever the isolation
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of the Soviet Union and dis-
credited it on the interna-
tional arena, and when the
peoples and the ‘freedom-
loving and progressive for-
ces were ceaselessly and
ever more forcefully con-
demning the Soviet invasion.
Moscow’s political isolation
and discredit was great also
within the country, and the
pressure of the large masses
of the Soviet people, whose
sons had left their bones
in an unjust war in the

mountains and deserts of
Afghanistan, was mounting.
|

The forced withdrawal of
the Soviet troops is a vic-
tory not only for the Afghan
people but also for all th=
freedom and peaceloving
peoples struggling for natio-
nal and social emancipation.
It is a victory over the im-
perialist policy of aggression
and conquest. The peoples
who have shed so much
blood for their freedom and
independence now have gai-
ned a great experience to
the effect that victory is the
result of the armed struggle.
This is a lesson which has

LEVELLING OUT OF NATIONAL CULTURES

ALBANIA TODAY

shown its great value throug-
hout history and which the
recent events in Afghanis-
tan have made even more
pregnant. As Comrade Ramiz
Alia has it, «The liberation
struggle of the peoples is
an objective proeess which
no force in the world can
stop. It represents one of the
more fundamental trends of
current .world development
and one of the more funda-
mental {rends of current
world development and one
of the main motor forces
of it

«DRITA» — organ of thelLeague of Writers and Artists of Albania

True art is a national art,
is a national consiousness, is
a critical historical cons-
ciousness in the name of the
great potential of man and
the society, in the name of
the still unconquered spaces
of the beautiful, justice,
equality, and humanity. Ja-
shar Kemal, Grass, Theodo-
rakis and a great number of
other writers and artists
are making a valuable con-
tribution to the contempo-

rary world culture with
their works.
Each nation has its own

specific way in world his-

tory, each people has its
own unrepeatable customs
and traditions, which, his-
torically conditioned as they
are, have an ethnical cha-
racter and exert their in-
fluence on the nature of
spiritual creativeness. That
literature which 1is capable
of reflecting the specific
aspects of its own people,
a literature whose pulse
throbs in the same pace with
the pulse of its own people,
can be called a real litera-
ture, because only this kind
of literature is in a position
to convey through ifs work

the general and universal
character of human feelings,
aspirations and thoughts.
Considerations about smail
nations and great nations
are ruled out in the world
of art. The creative genius
of a people cannot be defi-
ned by some geographic li-
nes or by economic and

technical evaluations. The
Kosova writer and literary
critic, Rexhep Qosja, says,
«One nation may be more

advanced than another na-
tion from the economic and
technical aspect, but no na-
tion can be more distingui-
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shed than another nation
from the aspect of creative
gifts and capacity.» And the
history of the progressive
world literature today has
whole pages filled with new
names from all nations.
Highly appreciative evalua-
tions are heard about the
works of Kadare and Agolli;
in the pages of the foreign
press there are words of
praise about the powerful
creative personality and in-
dividuality of these writers.
Marques, Brink, Scheunke,
and others have shown with
their works the true value
of an original and powerful
art which is an expression
of the creative individuality,
the ethics, ethnopsychology,
and the characteristic world
of feelings and thoughts,
enriching the great pan-
theon of world literature
with the experience of their
own peoples. They are atta-
ched to life, to man, there-
fore they wrife with feeling
and courage about the
strength of man, about his
ways and his efforts in life.
Their art is, therefore, a
synthesis of the organized
thoughts and feelings which
take into account the indi-
vidual as a subject and the
society as a whole, and not
only with regard to the
present, but also in connec-
tion with the future. Speak-
ing at the 5th Plenum of
the CC of the Party, Comrade
Ramiz Alia, First Secretary
of the CC of the PLA, poin-
ted out among other things:

«Human genius invented art
in an effort to know himself
and the surrounding world,
in order to know the pre-
sent and especially to un-
derstand the future. This
great philosophy, this great
quest, keeps alive the artistic
creativeness and develops it.
Without them there would
be no art»

One of the outright anti-
cultural deeds, which is di-
rected against the freedom
and independence of the peo-
ples, against their national
identity, is seen in the "ef-
forts for the internationali-
zation of culture, for the
levelling and complete wi-
ping out of specific national
traits, for the unification of
subjects, heroes and pro-
blems. In this spirit, the mo-
dernist critique and esthetics
have become the most out-
spoken supporter of this po-
licy. Genetic structuralism is
made foday one of the main
tools of the imperialist cul-
tural policy, one of the wea-
pons for the colonialization
of national cultures, one of
the means for the complete
denigration and negation of
these cultures. From the tri-
bunes of congresses efforts
are made to impose the will
of the great powers, to en-
sure complete obedience and
subjugation to them. The
critique and esthetits of ge-
netic structuralism grant the
right of existence, of giving
orders, of forming creative
personalities and individua-
lities only to that kind of
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literature, the basic structu-
res of which are the faith-
ful reflection of the capita-
list market structures, which,
according to it, have dictated
today the creation of a co-
llective ideology and cons-
ciousness, and have also
dictated the need for all
social and class distinctions
to be levelled out.

In this manner, literature
is caught in the pincers of
an absolute alienation — on
the one hand, there are the
laws of the market extolled
by the disciples of genetic
structuralists, and on the
other, there are the laws of
the imperialist policy exto-
lled by the genetic post-stru-

cturalists. Literature is no
longer treated as a social
creation, but merely as an

economic treatise, in the
first case, and as a political
treatise in the second case,

In the opinion of the cri-
tique and esthetics of ge-
netic post-structuralism, the
writer must comit himself
to only what he is told and
as he is told, to only what
he is suggested to do, in
conformity with the politi-
cal and ideological views of
the reactionary classes in
power. And all this is arra-
nged in special rules loudly
proclaimed from the {tri-
bunes of congresses. Pro-
grammed prescriptions are
handed out for the writer,
because, according to the ge-
netic post-structuralists and
for all those who follow suit,
the creative thinking should
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be something devoid of life,
devoid of form and devoid
of any spirit at all. It must
be only a passive coveyor
of codes defined by the de-
cisive role of the economic
base, which is expressed
through a policy dictated by
the interests of the great
powers. And for the sake of
these interests, they think
that it is their right to ne-
gate - the creative indivi-
dualities and personalities, to
negate and denigrate that
literature which ,with its
works, is dedicated to the
life ;to the times, and to
real art.

Claude Fayelle, for instan-

ce, one of the notorious wes-
tern esthetes, launches the
idéa that since the litera-
ture of the great countries
has reached the stage in
which the creative perso-
nalities, the themes and ideas
have been unified, the lite-
rature of the small countries
must follow this example, if
it wants to survive and to
find markets. In other words,
he says that the time has
come for literature to cease
to exist as literature, and
become something like the
prescriptions and the ideolo-
gy of the great powers. And
this kind of campaign has
been launched for a long
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time with the support of a
number of reactionary chau-
vinist literatures and ideas
which are defended by the
modernist critique and es-
thetics, which changes its
names whenever its inte-
rests require this.

But the progressive world
literature and art show that
true art is capable of brea-
king all limitations, it can-
not brook dictation, because
it is inspired by the life, by
the work of the people who
fight for whatever human
there is. As Goethe has put
it, «Worth enjoying the free-
dom of life is only he that
has to conquer it every day.»
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