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NOTE

EnGris’s articles have been reprinted in a different order from
that in which they originally appeared in the Volunteer Journal for
Lascashire and Cheshire. 'This has been done in order to bring
together the articles on the following topics—the Volunteers,
the rifle, the French Army, and the American Civil War. Tnform-
ation concerning persons mentioned by Engels will be found in
the index. The spelling of some proper names has been modern-
ized. Editors’ footnotes to BEngels’s text are enclosed in square
brackets.
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INTRODUCTION

TaE significance of the part played by Friedrich Engels as a
pioneer of ‘scientific’ Socialism is well known. As a young man
he contributed to the Rheinische Zeitung, the Cologne radical
paper which Katrl Marx edited in the early 1840s. Engels’s visit
to Manchester in 18424 enabled him to collect material for his
book on The Condition of the Working Class in England® which
established his position in Socialist circles as an authority on
the social consequences of industrialization. Ilis early activities
as a revolutionary Socialist began with propaganda among the
workers in his native city of Barmen (Rhincland) in the winter of
1844 5 and ended when he fled to Switzerland after the collapse
of the abortive rising in Baden in 1849. By that time he was
alrcady closcly associated with Karl Marx and the two young men
had co-operated in drawing up the Communist Manifesto (1847-8)
and in editing the Newe Ribeinische 7 Pzrzm'g in Cologne (1848-9).2
By the end of 1850 Fngels was back in Manchester, where he
worked until 1870 with the cotton {irm of Ermen and Engels.?
He eventually became a partner in the firm. The work was uncon-
genial but he stuck to his post so as to earn enough money to
contribute towards the support of Mark, who was working in
London on the first volume of Dar Kapital. During those twenty
years he maintained a regular correspondence with Marx and
the two men discussed many aspects ol Socialist doctrine. After
1870 Marx and Engels both lived in London and the close
collaboration between them continued. When Marx died in 1883
many Socialists regarded Engels as the “father’ of their movement,
Fngels was a man of many parts. Ile earned his living for
twenty years as a businessman in Manchestet, He wrote articles
regulatly {or the New Yor& Daily Tribune and other papets on a
great variety of topics. Ile kept up a correspondence with Marx

1 Friedrich Engcls, The Condition of the Working Class in Enpland (translated
by W. O. Henderson and W. H, Chaloncr, 1958).

? See Karl Marx (ed.), Newe Ribeinisehe Zeitung (reprint of 1955).

3 Fur Engels’s twenty years” residence in Manchester sce W. O, Hendcerson
and W. H. Chuloner, ‘Fredrich Engels in Manchester’, (Mewoirs and Pro-
ceedings of the Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society, Vol. 98, 1956-7).

ix



X ITNTRODLCTTON

in which numerous problems connected with the writing of Das
Kapiial were discussed at lengrth, He kept in touch with many
revolutionary Socialists who were living 1n exile in England and
America. He was a linguist of no mean order.

One subject in which Engels was particularly interested was
the art of warfare. Ilis writings on military aiflairs eventually
carned him the nickname of ‘the General’ from his political
associates.! In his youth he had served as a volunteer in the
Guards Artillerv of the Prussian army for a year in Betlin (Oct-
ober, 1841—September 30, 1842). His letters to his sister sug-
gest that Engels did not take his military duties very seriously.
He was not above malingering and once succeeded in avoiding
a route march at night by pretending to have toothache? He
succeeded, however, in securing promotion to the rank of
Bombardier.®

In the obituary notice of Engels published in the Newecastle
Weekly Chronicle of August 17, 1895, George Julian Harney wrote
‘...that experience [of military service] did not increase his
admiration of the Prussian military system or the Prussian Govern-
ment.’

ln 1849 Engels took part in a minor insurrection in the
Bavarian Palatinate and in Baden? [Ie gave a brief description of
his part in the aflair in a letter to rau Marx written from Switzer-
land on July 25, 1849." He explained that he joined the rebels at

! Gerhard Zirke, Der General: Friedvich Engels, der erste Militiar-theoretiker
der Arbeiterflarse (Gesellschaft zur Verbreitung Wissenschaftlicher Keant-
nisse, Leipzig and Jena, 1957).

2 F. Engels 1o his sister Maric, August z-8, 1842, in Marx-Envels Gesam-
fausgabe, Part 1, Vol. z (1930), p. Gz3.

3F. Engels to his sister, April 14-16, 1842, tbid., p. 620. Engels was cventu-
ally drutnined out of the Prussian Landwebr as 2 descrter in 1860 (Engels to
Marx, Januvary 31, 1860, in Marx Eagels Gesamiansgabe, Parc 10, Vol. z
(r932), p. 159)- _

1Tor a brief acconnt of this rising see Gustav Muyer, Ireidrich Engels
(abridged Tinglish translation, 1934), pp. 110 13. A list of books and
articles on the insurrection appears in Gustavy Mayer, Friedrich Engels (tevised
German edition, 2 vols., 1954), Vol 1, p. 393.

®Triedrich Tingels ta Fran Jenny Marx, July 25, 134y, in Marx Engels
Gesamiausgabs, Part TI (Briefwechsel) (Correspondence), Vol I (1929), p. 109.
Cited in future as Gesamizsgebe, See also F. Engels, ‘Die deutsche Reichs-
verfassungskampagne” in Karl Marx (ed.), Neve Rbeinische Zeitung (reprint

of 1955), pp. 94-104, t29—74, and Klavs Schreiner, Die badisch pfalzische
Revajutionsarmes, 1849 (Berlin, Tg56).



INTRODUCTION xi

Kaiserslautern and acted as adjutant to August Willich! from
June 13 to July 12 when the Prussian forces drove the insurgents
over the fronticr into Switzetland. Engels took part in four
engagements of which only one—at Rastart—swas of any import-
ance. e wrote four articles on the campaign in South Germany
for Marxs Newe Rhbeinische Zetinng of 1850.

Three years later, in an article published in the New York
Datly Tribune, Engels discussed the tising in which he had taken
part. He criticized the conduct of the initial operations by Franz
Sigel, who was in command at the beginning of the campaign.?
Engels wrote:

‘As to the fighting part ol the business, never were military
operations carricd on in 2 more slovenly, more stolid way than
under the Baden General-in-Chief Sigel, an ex-lieutenant of the
regular army. Everything was got into confusion, every good
opportunity was lost, every precious moment was loitered away
with planning colossal, but impracticable projects, until, when at
last the talented Pole Microslawski,? took up the command, the
army was disorganized, beaten, dispitited, badly provided for,
opposed to an ecnemy four times more numerous, and withal, he
could do nothing more than fight at Waghiuscl, a glorious but.
unsuccessful battle, carry out a clever retreat, after a last hopeless
fight under the walls of Rastatt, and resign.”*

Despite the limited nature of his expeticnce under fire Engels
soon began a serious study of military history and strategy. In the
spring of 1851, when he was back at his ollice stool in Manchester,
he told Marx that he was finding difficultics in horrowing General
Sir William Napiet’s Ilisiory of the War in the Peninsula from the
library of the Athenacum.® The project of a study of the military

! Aupust Willich (1810-78)—a former lieutenant in the Prussian Army—
later emigrated to the United States and fought on the side of the North
during the Civil War.

2 Franz Sigel (1824-1902) subscquently emigrated to the United States,
whete he became (seneral in command of the Army of West Virginia in the
Civil War.

# 1. Mieroslawski (1814-78) was in command from June 1o to July 3,
1849, when Sigpel was apain appointed to take charpge of the troops.

4+ Karl Marx (should be F. Engcls), Hevolution and Counter Revolution or
Gerpany in 1848 (cdited by Mrs. Elcanor Marx Avcling, 1937), p. 128,

8 F, Engcls to K. Marx, March 17, 1851, in Gesamiansgabe, Part 111, Vol
1, p. 169,
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campaign associated with the revolutions of 1848—9 was discussed
by the two fricnds but was not carried out.! Tnsrcad Engels
wrote a series of nineteen or twenty articles of 2 more gencral
character on the revolutionary movement in Germany and the
subsequent rcacrion. These articles were written in English by
FEngcls, who sent them to Marx. They were then forwarded to
C. A. Dana of the New Yark Daily Tribune fot publication in that
paper under Marx’s name. Dana supposed that they were written
by Marx and as lale as 18g1—when the articles were reprinted
as 2 book—Mrs. Aveling (Marx’s daughter) thought that they
had been written by her [ather. Tt is clear, however, {rom
the Marx-Tingels correspondence that Iingels alone was the
author,

Matx and Engels became tegular contributors to the New York
Daily Tribune and wrote on a variety of topics of current interest.
The paper, which had a circulation of 200,000, was one of the
most influential in the United States. By the autumn of 1852
Marx was writing articles in German which Engels translated
into English, Eatly in 1853, however, Marx felt sulliciently
confident of his command of the language to write an article for
Dana in English.® But hc still sometimes asked Engels to trans-
late into English articles which hc had written in German.
Engels usnally wrote on military topics while Marx discussed
economic, politica] and industrial problems. On the eve of the
Crimecan War Marx thanked Engels for a *heautiful article’ which,
he said, would securc for Dana the reputation of ‘2 Field
Marshal’.?

Since Marx and Engels had been writing for the New York
Daily Tribune for some years it is not surprising that when C. A.
Dana and George Ripley decided in 1857 to bring out a New
American Cyclopaedia they should have invited Karl Marx to
become one of the contributors? Marx asked Engcls to write
some of the articles on military subjects. The Crimean War was

1 K. Marx to K. Engels, Aptil 2, 1851, and F. Engels to K. Marx, April
3, 1851, in Gesamtansgabe, Part TIT, Vol. I, pp. 17-82.

* K. Marx to F. Engels, January 29, 1853, in Gesamtansnabe, Part TIT, Vol.
L pp. 444-5.

®K. Marx to F, Engels, December =, 1853, In Geramitansgabe, Part TIT,
Vol. 1, p. 514,

 See Gesamiansgabe, Part 111, Vol. 2, pp. 196 7, zoo-1, 217-18, 22T—4,
231, 237, 267, 270, 276, 228, 282-3, 200, 300-1, 336, 418, 419, 421,
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over! and there were no campaigns in progress about which
Engels could write. In April 1857, he told Marx that he found
peace demoralizing and that he looked forward to spending his
evenings writing articles on military topics for the new encyclo-
pacdia. Moreover Dana’s offer ol a fee of two dollars a page was
welcomed by Marx who was, as usual, desperately short of
money.? 'The articles written by Engels included some general
surveys,? some military biographies,! and sotne descriptions of
battles.®

The international tension in 1859 which came to a head in the
Tralian war caused Engels to turn his attention again o current
military problems—particularly to the question of the cxtent to
which Germany’s security was aflected by the threat of hostilities
between France and Austria. He had written hardly anything for
the German public since the days when he had contributed to
the Newe Rbeinische Zeilung during the revolution of 1848-9.°
The reactionary forces appearcd to be loosening their grip upon
his native country. I'rederick William IV’s health broke down
in the autumn of 1857 and his brother Prince Wilhelm became
Regent in October, 1858. A short-lived “New Era’ in Prussian
politics began with the dismissal of Otto von Manteuffel as
Minister President. Fngels hoped to gain the car of the German
public once more. And this he succeeded in doing. Tlis pamphlet
on Po und Rbein was published anonymously in Berlin in 1859
but the namc of the author was soon revealed by Marx in his
paper Das Volk (published in London). In a letter of January
11, 1860, Marx congratulated Engels on the appearance of a very
favoutable review of his pamphlet in a leading German military
joutnal (the Allgemeine Militirseitang, published at Darmstadt).
He added: “Your pamphlet has established your position in

1For the views of Marx and Engels on the Crimean War see Karl Marx,
The Eastorn Question: a reprint of fetiers writien 1853-1856 (edited by Fleanor
Aveling and Edward Aveling, 1897) and Rjasanow (ed.), Gasemmelien
Schriften vonr Marx wmd Engels, 1852-62 (z vols,, [covering 185z -55] 1017).

2T, Engels to K. Marx, April 22, 1857, in Gesemiausgabe, Part 111, Vol
2, pp. 185-7.

IE. g atticles on ‘Army’, *Cannon’, ‘Fortification’, ‘Infantry” and ‘Navy’.

1 E.g. article on ‘Bliicher’,

§ E.g. articles on ‘the Armada’ and “Aboukit’,

% Two atticles by Tingels an ‘Germany and Panslavism” had appeared in
the Breslau newspaper Newe Oder Zejinng on April 21 and 24, 1855,
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Germany zs a military critic.’? A sequel entitled Savoyen, Nizza
und der Rhein appeared in Berlin in 1860.2

Events on the Continent in 1858—9 caused alarm in England
and it was widely believed that Napoleon IIl was planning to
invade this country. On May 12, 1859, General Pccl, the Secretary
of State for War, circnlarized the Lord Licutenants and informed
them that local Volunteer Corps might be formed under an Act
of 1804 (44 Geo. III cap. 54). The plan reccived enthusiastic
public support and by the end of 1860 some 1 19,000 volunteers
had been enrolled.?® The volunteers were a very hcterogenous
‘army’. In the rural districts and market towns the gentry vied
with each other in raising corps largely composed of their
tenants. In the manufacturing districts industrialists and merchants
formed corps which were joined by their employees. In Liverpool
in 1860 there cxisted a “Borough Guard’ (led by Joseph Mayer,
the antiquarian, and composed mainly of tradesmen), an “Irish
Corps’, a kilted “Scots Cotps’, a “Press Guard® of journalists who
wore red shirts, an “Artisans Corps’, and the ‘Artillery Volunteers’®
(undet James Walter).* At Nottingham the T.iberal industrialist
A. J.Mundells took the initiative in forming a local corps in May,
1859, while in Bradford, W. F. Forster, the Liberal politician, him-
self drilled 2 company raised from among his own mill-workers.?

In addition to local cotps raised on a tetritorial basis the
Engineer and Railway Staff Corps was set up in 1865 to mobilize
tailway transport in wartime. 'I'he well-known engineer Charles
Manby played an important part in setting up this corps which
was commanded by W. M. McMurdo.® ‘That the problem of the
part to be played by the trailways in mobilization had been

! K. Marx to F. Engcls, January 11, 1860 in Gesamiansgabe, Part 111, Vol,
2, p- 453. FEngels had originally intended to give this pamphlet the suh-
title “Military Stucies’ but, on Marx’s advice, he did not do so.

* The two pamphlets (edited by E. Bernsiein) were reprinted by Dietz at
Stuttgart in 1915. For a discussion of the pamphlets see G. Mayer, Fried-
rich Engels (German edition, two vols., 1934), Vol II, ch. 3.

# Bee Sir W. M. McMurdo’s article on “Volunteers’ in the Eueyctopasdia
Britannica (g9th edition), Vol. XX1V (1888), pp. 294-6.

* R. B. Rose, "The Liverpool Volunteers of 185y° in the Liverpos! Bulletin,
Vol. V1, Numbers 1 and z, Octobet 1956, pp. 47 66.

SW. H. G. Atmytage, /. J. Mundellz, 1825 1807 the Liberal Backgromd
7a the Labour Movement (1951), pp. 29—30.

® E. A. Prate, The Rise of Rail-Power in War und Congieest, 1833-1914 (1915),
pp. 17982,
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discussed for some time is clear from Engels’s remarks in his
article on “Voluntcer Engincers’. 1

On November 26, 1859, Marx told Engels that, in an article
written for the New York Daily Tribane, he had promised to give
an account of the English Volunteer Movement on some future
occasion. He asked Lngels to supply him with the nccessary
information.? An article by Engels on a review of the Volunteers
held on the Newton-le-Willows racecourse in Lancashire on
August 11, 1860, appeated in the Algemeine Militirzeitung
(Darmstadt) in its issuc of September 8. This article, translated
into English, was reptinted in the Volunteer Juurnal for Lancashire
and Cheshire on September 14. 'I'his local weekly journal had only
recently been establishcd in Manchester. 1t was edited by Captain
Isaac Hall and published by W. H. Smith & Sons, who sold it on
their railway bookstalls,

Marx wrote to Engels on October z, 1860: “Your rifle article
had made the rounds of the entite London press and had also
heen reviewed in the Observer, which reflects the views of the
Government. It was sensational.”® Engels complacently replied
thal this had not been achieved without some cffort on his part.
Hc had sent copies of the Voluteer Journal for Lancashire and
Cheshire to all the London newspapers with his own article
marked with red pencil. In a covering note to the various editors
he had pointed out that ‘as this is the first professional opinion
of a foreign military paper on the voluntary (si¢) movement it
may be of interest’.?

This was the first of twenty-nine articles contributed by
Engels to the Volunteer Jomrnal between September, 1860, and
March, 1862. Fourteen of them—including eight on the history
of the rifleb—were reprinted in Manchester in 1861 by W. H.

1 See below, pp. 23—4.

2K, Marx to F. Engcls, November =6, 185y, in Gesemiuusgabe, Part TII,
Vol. z, p. 44z.

¢ K, Marx to B. Hnpels, October 2, 1860, in Gesam/iansgabe, Part 11T, Vol.
2, p. §14.

&7, Engels to K. Marx, October 5, 1860, in Gesapilatsgabe, Part TIT, Val.
2, p. §15.

5 For a recent account of the early histury of the rifle see T. TL. MeGuflie,
‘Musket and Rific’, Parts 1 and z (Histery Todgy, Vol. V11, 1957, pp. 257-63
and 473-9). Scc also M. Beanett, The Story of the Rifle (Cohbett Publishing
Haouse, n.d. (1944)).
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Smith as a sixpenny pamphlet entitled Fssays addressed to Vialun-
#eers. In a preface to this pamphlet, dated March g, 18612 Engels
obscrved that although the facts which he assembled were
‘neither novel nor original’, his conclusions and opinions were
his own. A review of the pamphlet appeared in the United Services
Gazetse of March 23, 1861. The reviewer obseryed:

‘We read the “History of the Rifle” with much pleasure,
and certify to its accuracy in all important particulars. “The
French Light Infantry” we did not like quite so well, as the tone
indicates that the writer is, to a considerable extent, hitten with
that new-fangled admiration for French soldiering which we,
aftcr Jong and intimate knowledge, hold to be an utter delusion.
The paper, however, is valuable . . . The question of Volunteer
Artillery is well handled, and . . . thec whole brochure . . . is
modestly and carefully written.’

Engels’s articles on the rifle appear to have beea written with
a view to publication in thc New Yor# Daily Tribune® but they
eventually appearcd in the Tolumtoer Jonrnal. The articles which
Engels wrote for the olunteer Jourmal dealt not only with the
Volunteer movement in England and with the history of the
tifle but also with other military topics such as the French army
and the American Civil War. The present edition includes a full
reprint of all the articles contributed by Engels to the Volunzeer
Journal®

* The preface was signed with the initials ‘F.E.” (‘Lhere is a brief reference
lo the pamphlct in a letter written by Engels to Marx on February 6, 1861,
in the Cesamtanpabe, Pare 111, Vol, 3, p. 12.) In the Folunteer Journal Engels’s
article can be identified in various ways. The first was stated to be translated
from the Darmstade Aligemeine Militirseitung and the author of that article
czn be identificd from the statement made by Engels in his letter ro Marx
of October 5, 1860,  Subsequent articles can be identificd in various ways.
Some were initialled, others were atiributed to the author of previaus
arlicles ur of the pamphlet (known to have heen written by Engels).

2 On August 1, 1860 Engels wrote to Mars: “You might ask the [New York
Daily] Tribane, if they would like to have a series of four or five articles on
rifled firearms including all the latest improvements.  I'm not writi ng them
on speculation’ (Gesamtansgabe, Part 11T, Vol. 2, p. soo).

 Engels zlso translated Marshal Bugesud’s views on the principles of
fighting, which appearcd as three atticles in the Tolunteer Journal for Febru-
ary 9, and 16, und March 2, 1861 under the title ‘On the moral clement in
fighting’ (sec p. 103 below).  He also contribured an article on Bugeaud to
the New Awerican Cyilopacdia. Engels’s Volunicer Journal articles have been



INTRODUCTION xvii

In the early 1860s Engels co-operated with Marx in writing
on the American Civil War for the New York Daily Tribane and
the Vienna Presse. Lngels was unduly optimistic concerning the
military prospects of the Southern forces, but Marx saw more
clearly the immense resources of strength on which the North
could ultimately rely. 'L'hese articles by Marx and Engels, together
with the extracts from their correspondence, were reprinted in
1938 under the title The Civil War in the United States (edited by
R. Enmale). During the Schleswig-Holstein war Engels wrote a
letter to the Manchester Guardian (February 16, 1864)—under the
initials ‘T. I..” on the size of the forces in Schleswig and this
letter has been reprinted in the present edition of Iingels’s writings
on military subjects. In 1865 he wrotc a pamphlct entitled Die
Preassische Mifitiirfrage nnd die Dentsche Arbeiterpariei which offered
advice tothe German workers on the attitude that they should adopt
towards the expansion and reorganization of the Prussian army.

In the summer of 1866 Lingels contributed five articles to the
Manchester (uardian on the Seven Weeks” War.! Like other
military experts he greatly underrated both the cfficiency of
the Prussian army and the skill with which Moltke handled 2
situation which that commander himsell described as “unfavout-
able but inevitable®.# Lingels was surprised at the rapid and over-
whelming success ol the Prussians at Koniggritz, ‘Lhese ‘Notes
on the War’ arc reprinted below.

During the Franco-Prussian War Engels wrotc sixty articles
for the Pall Mall Cagetie on the campaigns of 1870 1. These
articles were reprinted in Vienna in 1923 under the title Nofes
on the War. Sixty articles reprinted from the ‘Pall Mall Gazerre
(cdited by F. Adler).

Engels’s standing as a military critic may be judged from the
fact that several leading newspapers in Dngland (Pall Mall
Gazette, Manchester Guardian) and abroad (New York Datly

reprinted in Russian in the collected edition of Matx and Engels's writings
published by the Marz-Engels-Lenin Institute (Sofchmenia, vol. XII, part
2 (Moscow, 1934), PP. 405-531).

1‘Vhe articles appeared anonymously. They ate attributed to Engels by
his biographer Gustav Mayer in Frirdrich Engels (German edition, 2 vols,,
1934), Vol II, pp. 150 4. See also Maximnilien Rubel, Bibliographie des anvres
de Kar! Marx . . . (1956), p. 248.

2 Heiurich Friedjung, The Siruggle for Supremacy in Germany, 1859-66
(abridged English translation, 1935), p. 2135.

n
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Tribune, Allgemeine Militirzeiimy) printed his articles. As a writer
on military subjects Engcls made a name for himsclf by his
considerable knowledge of the history of war—evidence for this
is to be found in the articles which he wrote for the New
American Cyclupardia—and also by the infinite pains which he
took to secure accurate information concerning the military
problems of his day. When he began his studies on military
affairs he told Marx that ‘nothing is easier than to make a blunder
when writing critical accounts of campaigns, if one has not had
access to all the data concerning the number of troops involved,
how they arc provisioned, and whal munitions they have’!
When he erred - his mistakes include a failure to appreciate the
strength of the North in the Ametican Civil War and of the
Prussians in the Seven Weeks® War—he erred in company with
other experts on military affairs.

Engels devoted his life to the cause of revolutionary Socialism,
It may be asked whether the time that he devoted to the study
of the art of watlare was mercly an agreeable recreation or whether
he felt that it was his duty as a good Socialist to keep abreast with
the military thinking of his day. The climax to Engels’s early
career as a revolutionary agitator came in 1848-9 when he
worked with Marx on the Newe Rheinische Zeitung and took part
in the Baden rising. The triumph of reaction was a bitter blow,
and in exile in England he and Marx brooded over the failure
of the revolutionaries in 1848—9. Engels’s plan to study the Magyar
and other risings had a practical purpose. By discovering why the
tisings had failed it might be possible to save future revolutionary
risings from a similar fate. Engels’s intcrest in the campaigns
of 18489 broadencd into a wider study of military history.

He was convinced that revolution was bound to come. Fven
in 1845, when writing his book on The Condition of the Working
Class in Dngland, he had cxpressed the view that capitalism in
England was doomed. The next slump—he foresaw that it would
come in 1847 would, he believed, herald the collapse of the
social system. Tn fact the Chartist demonstration in 1848 was
a complete failure. Lingels was not discouraged. Whenever there
was 2 depression in tradc—as in 1857—he continued to hope
for an outbreak of violence on the part of the workers which

' Tngels to K. Marx, April 3, 1851, in Gesamiausgabe, Part 111, Vol. z,
. 182,




INTRODUCTION XX

would sweep away the moneyed classes. His fundamental interest
in the Volunteer movement may well have sprung from the hope
that one day the English bourgeoisic and not the French chasseurs
would have to face the rifles of the Volunteers.

Marx welcomed Iingels’s interest in military affairs for another
reason, In a letter of September z5, 1857, he wrote:

‘Nowhere is the relationship between factors of production
and the structure of society more cleatly illustrated than in the
history of the army. Economic cxpansion is greatly influenced
by the army. In ancient times, for example, the payment of wages
in money was first fully developed in the army. In Roman law
the peculinm castrense was the first legal recognition of the principle
that property could be owned by any one othet than the head of
a family. The same applies to the gild activities of the corporation
of blacksmirhs [in Roman times]. And after what Grimm calls
the Stone Age the special value given o metals and their usc as
money appears Lo rest upon their importance in time of war,
Mortcover the division of labour within a single sphete of human
activity was first seen in militaty forces. The whole history of
the structure of middle-class socicty is clearly summarized in

r the history of armics.’
t The following selection of Friedrich Engels’s articles on
r military affairs represents only a part of his studies on the art of

war.? It includes all his contributions to the Toluntesr Journal
. and also what he wrote for the Manchester Guardian on Prussia’s
' wars against Denmark (1864) and Austria (1866). Whilc Engels’s
writings on the Crimean War, the Amcrican Civil Wat, and the
Franco-Prussian War have already been teprinted his contribu-
tions to the [slunteer Journal have fallen into undescrved oblivion.
His articles are of particular interest in the centenary year of the
founding of the Volunteer movement. They give the impressions
| of a well-informed German critic on an important episode in
! British military history.
W. H. Csa1oNkR
W. O. IIeNDERSON
' K. Marx to V. Hngels, September 25, 1857, in Cesamiansgabe, Part 111,
Vol. 2, p. 228, This point of view was Jater elaborated by W. Sombart in
his well-known book on Kriegg and Kapitalismus (1913).
2 The East German Ministry of National Defence has published: F. Engels,
Ansgewdhite militirische and militir pofitische Sehriften, 2 vols, (1957).
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PART 1
THE VWOLUNTEER MOVEMENT

1. A Review OrF Encrisga VOLUNTEER RIFLEMEN!

‘e Allgemeine Militarseitung, published at Darmstadt, and con-
sidered the first military paper in Germany, in its number of the
8th September, gives an account by a correspondent of the New-
ton Review and of the rifle movement in general. The following
is a translation of this article (prepared specially for the [oluntecr
Jowrnal) which no doubt will prove interesting to the volunteers
ol Lancashire and Cheshirc and cspecially to those whao were
present at the review. As may be expected, this account is not
made up of that unqualified praise which the British press gencr-
ally gives as its contribution to the movement; still the character
of the contemporary in question ought to be a suflicient guarantee
that it is not written by an incompetenthand, and the sympathctic
tone of the whole article proves that the writer had no inclination
for wanton fault-finding. As to the suggestions contained in the
article, we shall leave our readers to form their own opinion upon
them.” 2

England, as wcll as Germany, is arming to repel the attack with
which Bonapamsm threatens her; the British Volunteer Riflemen
arose for the same cause which made Prussia double the number
of her battalions of the line, It will, therefore, be of interest to the
German military public to receive some detailed information on
the present state and the fitness for actual service of the British
Volunteer Army; for this army, from its very origin, and in virtue
ol its fundamental idez, is an enemy of Bonapartism, an ally of

[ Vnlunteer Jowrnal for T.ancushire and Cheshire, September 14, 1860, Vol
1, No. z, pp. 26-8. Translated from the 4 #gemeine Mililirzeituny, Darmstadt
September 8, 1860. The original title of this article was ‘A German account
of the Newton Review’ but Engels altered it to ‘A Review of English
Voluntcer Riflemen” in his Hrsays addressed to Volunteers (18G1). |

[2 ‘I'his introductory patagraph was written by the Tiditar of the T alunteer
Joursal.]

T
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Germany. A very few battalions excepted, this army of volunteers
dates from the latter half of last yeat; the great body has not been
put in uniform and drilled more than a twelvemonth. At present,
its strength, on paper, is 120,000 men; but if we may draw con-
clusions from what is the fact in some districts, there will not
be more than 8o,0c0 men really effective and drilled; the remainder
take no interest in the matter, and had better be erased from the
lists,

The organization is very simple. Wherever 6o to 100 voluntcers
(in the artillery 50 to 80) ate brought together, in any locality,
they form themselves into 4 company, subject to the consent of
the Lord Licutcnant of the county. They elect candidates for
officers (a captain, a lieutenant, and an ensign), whom the Lord
Lieutenant, in most cases, appoints to their respective companies;
but there have also been instances of rejection. Several companies
may form themselves inlo a battalion, in which case the Lotd
Lieutenant appoints the major and lientenant-colonel, mostly
according to the wishes of the oflicers, ot according to the
seniotity among the captains. Thus thete arc corps varying from
one to eight companics and more, numhered in the order of their
formation in their respective counties; but only full battalions of
eight companies receive a licutenant-colonel. The officers may,
all of them, be appointed from among the volunteets, and they
are not subjected to any examination. The adjutant, however,
must be an officer from the linc of militia, and he alone teceives
regular pay. The volunteers find their own clothing, etc., but if
desired, the government furnishes them with riflc and bayonet
by way of loan. The colour and cut of the uniform is fixed by the
various coms, subject to the approval of the Lord Licutcnant.
'The corps have also, upon the whole, to find their own drill and
practice grounds, ammunition, instructors and music.

The uniforms of the various infantry ot tifle corps arc mostly
dark green, dark or light grey, or brown drab. The shape is some-
thing intermediate between the T'rench and English pattern; for
a headdress they mostly wear the French &4p7, or the French or
Linglish officet’s cap. The attillery is dressed in dark blue, and has
adopted, for appearance’s sake, the rather unserviceable and
lumhbering fur-cap or busby of the horse artillery. There are also a
few mounted rifles whose uniform imitates that of the English
cavalry, but they arc a mere article of luxury.
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At the time when the formation of these rifle corps was first
agitated, the whole matter savoured very strongly of our own
national and civic guards; there was a great deal of playing at
soldiers; the way in which ollicers were manufactured, and the
appearance and helplessness of some of these officers, when on
duty, were rather amusing, It may well be imagined, the men
did not always elect the most capable, or even those who had the
movement most at heart. Duringr the first six months, almost all
battalions and companies made the same eflect upon the beholder
as our own defunct civic guard of 1848.

This, then, was the material handed over to the drill-sergeants,
in order to shape it into a body of serviceable field-troops. The
manual and platoon was gone through mostly at nights, between
seven and nine o’clock, in covered rooms and by gas-light, twice
ot three times a week. On Saturday aftetnoons, if possible, the
whole body made a short march and went through company
movements. To drill on Sunday was forbidden by both law and
custom. 'T'he instructors were sergeants and corporals of the linc,
the militia, or pensioners; and they, too, had to form the officers
into shape. But the English non-commissioned oilicer is an
excellent man in his way. There is, on duty, less swearing and
coarsc language in the English army than in any other; on the
othet hand, punishment is so much the morte certain to be applied.
The non-commissioned imitates the commissioned officer, and
thus [has] adopted manncrs far superior to those of our German
sergeants. 'Then he does not serve because of the prospect of
some pettifogging office in the civil service being held out to
him, as is the case with us; he has engaged himself voluntarily
for twelve years, and promotion, up to the rank of scrgeant-
major even, offers him considerable fresh advantages at every
step; in every battalion one or two commissions (adjutant and
paymastet) are mostly reserved to old non-commissioned officers;
and, on active service, every sergedant may attach the goldcn star
to his collar by distinguishing himselt before the enemy. The
drill-sergeants Lelonging to this class of men have, indeed; upon
the whole, madc the volunteers what it was possible to make
them in so shott a time; they have not only made them steady in
company movements, but also licked the officers into shape.

Tn the meantime, 'rhc single companies, at least in the large
towns, formed themselves into battalions and reccived adjurants
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from the regular troops. Similar to thc Austrian, the Inglish
subaltern is far less theoretically educated than the North
German; but same as the Austrian, if he likes his profession, he
knows his duty exceedingly well. Among the adjutants who have
passed over from the line to the volunteers, there are men who,
as instructors, could not be better; and the results which they
obtained in a very short time in their battalions are surprising
indeed. Up to the present time, however, only a minority of the
volunteers have been formed into permanent battalions, and as
a matter of coutse, these are considerably superior to the mass of
companies not so formed.

‘The volunteers of Lancashire and Cheshire had organized a
Review at Newton, half way between Manchester and Liverpool,
for the 11th of August, the commanding General of the district,
Sir George Wetherall, taking the command. The volunteers who
mct here were the contingents of the manufacturing districts
around Manchester; there wete not very many present either
from Liverpool or from the ncighbouring agricultural districts
of Cheshire. To judge from our own German recruiting cx-
petience, these corps must have been physically below the average;
but it is not to be forgotten that by far the minority of the
volunteers belong to the working classes.

The soil of Newton race-course, of itsclf spongy enough, had
been considerably softened by the continuous rains; it was very
uneven and very sticky. On one side of it there is a small hrook,
with hete and there some thick gorse on its hanks. The ground
was just right for a parade of young volunteers; they most of
them stood ankle deep in water and mud, and the officers’ horses
often sank into the clay until above the fetlock-joint,

The 57 coms which had sent in their adhesion were divided
inta four brigades -the {irst of [our, the rcmainder of three
battalions each; every battalion of cight companies. Lieutenant-
Coloncls of the line commanded the brigades; officers of volunteers
were appointed to the battalions. The first brigade had three
battalions deployed, the fourth in column behind the centre. The
three remaining brigades stood in second line, ninc battalions in
continuous columns of companies at quarter distance, right in
[ront.

After saluting the general, a change ol [tont to the left was to
be effected, under shelter of the battalion which stood in column
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behind the first line. To effect this, the two centre companies of
the battalion deployed in front of it, wheeled outwards, upon
which the column passed through the opening thus formed and
then extended along the water-course—four companics skirmish-
ing, and four forming Lhe supports. L'he ground and the gorse
were both so wet thar the men could not be expected to take a
correct advantage of the ground; hesides, most battalions of
volunteers are still occupied with the A B C only of skirmishing
and cutpost duty, so that it would not be fair to measure them
by too high a standard in this respect. In the meantime, the
deployed line effected its change of {ront around its own centre
as a pivot; the two centre companics of the middle batlalions
wheeled a quarter of a circle the one forwards, the other back-
wards—aftcr which the remaining companies took up the new
alignment. The two battalions on the wings of the first line
formed columns at uarter distance, marched into the alignment,
and deployed again. Tt may be imagined what a time was occupied
by this complicated and rather clumsy manceuvre. At the same
time, the right battalion of the line of columns advanced straight
on until halted bechind the new right wing of the first line; the
remaining battalions faced to the right and followed in double
files (fours right), cach battalion turning Lo the front, and follow-
ing the right battalion as soon as arrived on the spot origrinally
occupied by this right battalion. When the last column had thus
arrived upon the new alignment, each column independently
wheeled to the left, and thus restored the front of the line of
columns.

The third brigade now advanced from the centre of this line
ol columns; arrived about two hundred paces hehind the first or
deployed line, the three battalions opened out to deploying
distance and deployed in their turn. The chain of skirmishers,
in the meantime, having gained considerable ground, hoth
deployed lines advanced a couple of hundred paces, upon which
the first line was relieved by the sccond. This is cffccted by the
first line {orming fours right, and the head of each company
disengaging and wheeling to the right; files in the second line
give way, thus affording room for the first linc to pass through;
after which, companies form front and wheel into line. This is
onc of thosc drill-ground movements which are superfluous
whetever they are practicable, and which are not practicable
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where they would be necessary. After this, the four brigades
were drawn together again into a mass of columns, and the troops
marched past the general in open column of companies (25 to
35 files front).

We shall not attempt to criticize this system of cvolutions
which, no doubt, will appear rather old-fashioned to our readers.
It is cvident that, whatever may be its value in an army of the
line with twelve years” scrvice, it is certainly less adapted than
any other for volunteers who can afford a few spare houts per
weels only for their drill. What interests us most on this occasion,
is the manner in which these movements were performed by the
volunteers; and here we must say that, although there was 2
slight hitch here and there, upon the whole, these evolutions
were gone through steadily and without confusion. The most
defective parts were, the whecling in columa and the deploy-
ments, which latter were done very slowly; in both evolutions, it
was visible that the officers were not sufficiently formed and not
yet at home in their duty. But on the other hand, the advance in
line, this chief and cardinal movement of British tactics, was good
beyond all expectation; the English appear, indced, to have quite
an cxceptional taleat for this movement, and to learn it un-
commonly quick. The marching past also came off, upon the
whole, very well,—and what was most amusing, it came off
under a drenching shower of rain. There were 2 few mistakes
against British military ctiquette, and besides, by the fault of the
officers, distances were very badly kept.

Besides a sham fight organized in London, by some over-
sanguine commanders of Volunteers, and gone through rather
wildly, this was the first time that a larger body of voluntcers
performed evolutions, which had something more in view than
eventual marching-past. If we consider that the great mass of
the troops present at Newton consisted of corps which, counting
one, two, or at the outsidce three companies, are not formed into
permancnt hattalions, have no officers from the regulars, have
been drilled by drill-sergeants alone, and have only now and then
been brigaded together in a battalion, we shall have to allow
that the volunteers have done everything that was possible, and
that they are no longer on the same level with our civic guards,
As a matter of coursc, the corps which formed permanent
bautalions, and are directed by adjutants from the line (for the
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