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FOREWORD

The following dialogue between one of the lead-
ing revolutionaries of the Palestine National Libe-
ration Movement, Fateh, and the Editor-in-Chief of
AL-TALI'A (Vanguard) magazine took place in the
second quarter of 1969. The «dialogue» sheds light on
the Palestinian Revolution, what it thinks, how it
operates, how it confronts the present and how it
sees the future.






Question — It would be advisable in my opinion
to begin this dialogue from the point of the present
position in the battle with the enemy. May we know
how Fateh views this position? Perhaps you will
agree with me that to arrive at this knowledge we
must be aware of both the strong points and the
weak points on the enemy front as well as on ours.
When I say «ours» I mean the Palestinian front in
particular and the Arab front in general.

Answer — Naturally, scientific analysis of any
position must cover the weak points as well as the
strong points — the positive and the negative. Start-
ing our discussion with the Palestinian position,
Fateh is of the opinion that many positive results
have been achieved, but at the same time we are
meeting with certain negative aspects.

The most prominent positive result achieved is
perhaps that new trend represented by the meeting
together of large, highly influential groups to under-
take commando action. This association has taken
the form of the Palestinian Armed Struggle Com-
mand (PASC).

This step, if given the required opportunity to
work in an atmosphere which is remote from pre-
vious susceptibilities, will have a great effect in con-
solidating commando action.



The Palestinian Armed Struggle Command is an
actual body which goes beyond the previous structure
of the Military Co-ordination Bureau and the com-
mando organisations because it tends to be an actual
command consolidating four large contingents of the
resistance movement: the Popular Liberation Forces,
the Saika Forces, the Assifa Forces of Fateh and the
Popular Democratic Front Forces. If we add to these
the Palestine Liberation Army which has entered the
armed struggle in accordance with the PLO Executive
Committee’s recent decision, we have a considerable
force actually comprising over 90% of the combatants
under this Command. All this indicates the participa-
tion of the fighting revolutionary groups in a national
front within the frame of the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO). In point of fact, these positive de-
velopments have deprived the enemies of Palestinian
action of any justifications they may have had for try-
ing to show that there are discrepancies among the
forces of Palestinian action. This position, however,
is faced by a counter-position. I wish to make it
guite clear that by this counter-position I do not
mean the position of the Popular Front for thv
Liberation of Palestine PFLP). As we sce
it, the PFLP will inevitably concur in this
new form of the front when it comes to understand
the true position. It is not a matter of Fateh or
anybody else assuming exclusive control of the Com-
mand.

(). — Would you please explain what you mean
by your last remark: understanding the true posi-
tion?

A, — Tt is no secret that the PFLP's
failure to join the PLO and ultimately PASC
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rests on certain bases connected with what
have become known as «representation pro-
portionsy. Naturally there are those who are
trying to exploit this with the object of
maintaining this situation and preventing the acces-
sion of the PFLP. To this end they resort to
a spurious argument accusing Fateh and others
of trying to assume exclusive control of the
PLO and PASC. Iam in a position to affirm
here that the matter is not one of exclusive control
in any way. It is precisely in response to Palestinian
and Arab opinion which you yourself, like so many
other patriots, have expressed and called upon
Fateh to implement. The object which we and the
rest of our compatriots have aimed at is to bring to-
gether the greatest possible number of influential
organisations within the frame of a consolidated na-
tional front and a united command.

Q. — We have not ceased to insist on the unity
of action for the organisations at least if not full
unity on the basis of common tactical and strategic
objectives. Do you not agree that this has become a
vital necessity?

A. — Exactly. We therefore believe that extrin-
sic differences concerning the enemy, proportions
and profit and loss accounts in the building of a na-
tional front for the Palestinian people will undoubt-
edly all disappear if our brothers of the PFLP
understand the true position which they should
take regarding their combative structure vis-a-vis
the PLO and the new Palestinian Armed Struggle
Command.



Generally speaking, the building of the national
front through the PLO and the military
command consolidating commando action constitute
the essence of the positive aspects of this stage.

Q. — What about the negative aspects?

A. — In our opinion the negative aspects essen-
tially consist in the positions adopted by the small
organisations which arise from time to time and
which are used in attempts to undermine the main
forces engaged in Palestinian action. What shall 1
say? This is enough, I should think.

Q. — I do not believe it is enough. What you say
is extremely serious and I am of the opinion that the
Arab peoples are entitled to be made thoroughly a-
ware of this matter so that they may adopt an un-
derstanding attitude towards it. It is not enough to
speak in general terms or in the passive voice, as
this would be tantamount to making accusations
without factual basis or without evidence or specifi-
cation of responsibility, The battle cannot counten-
ance such a state of affairs and we should steer clear
of it. Any details or clarifications?

A. — The matter is serious indeed. Well, there
are for instance certain limited groups which have
tried to put in the field what is called «Fateh of Ts-
lam», recruiting for the purpose dubious elements
under certain commands whose accounts have been
totally closed by the Palestinian people. Their aim
is to undermine Palestinian action in the name of
«Fateh of Islam» or other small organisations which
have been formed latelv for reasons altogether un-
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connected with the resistance movement. It is to be
regretted that they are being formed with the sup-
port and assistance of certain forces. This is all the
clarification I can make at present.

Q. — But how do you face this situation?

A. — We are sure that, once we have completed
the building of the front and the Palestinian Armed
Struggle Command (PASC) and both have begun
with all their weight and effectiveness to occupy their
true position in the Palestinian movement, this ab-
normal state of affairs will come to an end through
persuasion.

This is about all concerning the Palestinian po-
sition. I believe that there are other negative factors
connected with aid which is sometimes withheld and
sometimes subjected to heavy restrictions. Other
instances are the policy of repression and the attempt
by some to link Palestinian action with the official
Arab position. This is dangerous in more ways than
one. First of all, it purports to impose a sort of hege-
mony by confining material aid to the official Arab
position, and at the same time to isolate commando
action and the Palestinian revolution from the Arab
masses. The important thing is not to have a contri-
bution collector but that the Arab citizen should feel
that he reacts with this revolution through his per-
sonal contact with the militant forces. I must add
that certain Arab quarters are waging a concentrat-
ed psychological war against the commandos and, I
must say, particularly against Fateh. Believe me.
I do not say this out of arrogance or narcissism. It
is based on important considerations which actually
exist. They believe that if they succeed through their
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planned rumours and machinations in undermining
Fateh, then it would be easy for them to under-
mine the entire commando action, on account of
Fateh's popularity and its great magnitude as a mi-
litant force. Strangely enough, this campaign began
to increase and gather momentum after Fateh
had made its entry within the frame of
the PLO. Fateh pressed for national
unity. while as a basic force in Palestinian action it
was treated as an obstacle to unity. It was stressed
— and rightly — that Fateh was called upon to
work for unity. This unity had several forms. It was
possible to have a national front in which
the PLO would be one of the parties and
not the entire frame of the national front, as its cov-
enant provides when it says that it is a national
front grouping together organisations and individ-
uals. Tt was possible to disregard this provision and
to treat the PLO on the same footing as
any other organisation, such as the Popular
Front for instance. Fateh would then enter
the national front on a level of fundamental equality
with the Organisation. This trend was not opposed
by Fateh; on the contrary. we were prepared to
follow it to the end. However, there was another
view regarding the PLO, an objective view
which considered the welfare of the Palestinian peo-
ple before that of Fateh. According to this view,
the PLO represents for the first time official
Arab commitment to the Palestinian people. To re-
gard the PLO as a private force would result
in weakening the PLO itself and dissolving
this commitment. The question arose as to whether
it was possible for the PLO to be the nation-
al front, the general frame, particularly since it
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had never been organised in the political sense,
consisting as it did of a basic military force
which was the Liberation Army and the Po-
pular Liberation Forces. It was decided
that the PLO was a suitable background for
the national front which would group together all
Palestinian forces, and that our insistence on enter-
ing it on a level of equality was pos-
sibly unrealistic, besides the fact that it
would paralyse the PLO. This would
create a situation where these equal forces
would under all circumstances have to agree un-
animously on any action or decision. Failing such
unanimity, any small organisation would be in a po-
sition to oppose any decision, thus creating a vicious
circle by veto from this or that organisation. The
idea which won acceptance was that the
PLO should have a backbone, or what in
other fronts is termed as the leading force. This does
not at all mean that the others should lose their ex-
istence within the PLO or within the front,
since the decisive factor is not the presence of four
members representing the PLO and five
members  representing  Fateh, but Fateh's
magnitude in the Palestinian arena and its reflec-
tions within the front. The voice of any organisation’s
representative would have the weight actually car-
ried by that organisation in the field of action. Thus,
if we plan to carry out a big operation, the decision
and prevailing opinion concerning that operation
would lie with those who have the material stature
to support the operation. Consequently it is not a
matter of imposing this or that opinion, but of de-
termining what this or that organisation is capable
of contributing, what its actual magnitude in action
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is, and what opinion it holds on which the executive
decision will depend. I believe that where good faith
prevails, both subjectively and objectively, in the
relations of a sound front. it would be possible for
the partv having relatively fewer representatives to
obtain the execution of a good and understandable
resolution submitted by it regardless of any other
considerations.

So much for the Palestinian position. To sum up,
we find that there are strong positions, such as the
growing popularity of the movement which the Pa-
lestinians are seeking to join in numbers far exceed-
ing the present capacity of Palestinian organisations,
and the development of operations in size. quantity
and type. I believe that the future will enable the
Palestinian Armed Struggle Command to take more
positive action, thereby imposing itself on the field
of responsibility.

There remains the existing line which I believe
is connected with the solutions suggested for the
area. It is the subject of the smaller organisations,
and this is a new danger facing commando action.

Q. — In your review of the negative aspects, 1
note your emphasis on the manifestation represented
by the rise of new small resistance organisations from
time to time. Undoubtedly this is an unhealthy ma-
nifestation which is causing increasing concern a-
mong the Arab masses looking forward to the unity
of the Palestinian struggle in the military as well as
in the political field. It is to be noted that this ma-
nifestation comes at a time when efforts are being
directed towards building the Palestinian people’s
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