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EDITORIAL NOTE

In order to make known Mao Zedong’s contributions to China’s foreign
affairs, and enable people to study and inherit his ideas on diplomacy, the present
book, Mao Zedong on Diplomacy, has been compiled, with the approval of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the CPC Central Committee’s Party Literature Research
Center.

This book is a collection of 160 of Mao Zedong’s writings, speeches, talks,
comments and telegrams concerning diplomacy from July 1937 to May 1974.
Most are published here for the first time.

Mao Zedong was a great diplomatic strategist of modern times. As the chief
leader of the Communist Party and People’s Republic of China, he laid out
principles of external affairs and diplomatic strategies, tactics and policies during
the War of Resistance Against Japan (1937-1945) and the War of Liberation
(1946-1949). For 27 years after the founding of the People’s Republic he made
significant contributions to forming the country’s strategic guidelines on inter-
national affairs, laying down diplomatic policies, planning important diplomatic
activities and opening up a new prospect in China’s foreign affairs. This book
records Mao Zedong’s fundamental views on international situations and diplom-
atic strategies as well as his stratagic and tactical concepts in and theoretical
contributions to foreign affairs.

In compiling this book, the editors have remained loyal to the original
editions or manuscripts of the articles included in this book. A few changes in
language were made in the original manuscripts or articles published before.
Transcripts of speeches and talks were edited, with errors of fact corrected and
titles added. Notes on the sources are provided at the end of all the articles.
Explanatory and editorial notes are also provided. The former can be found at
the bottom of the first page of each article, and the latter are numbered and can
be found in the appendix.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People’s Republic of China
Party Literature Research Center
. of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China

' June 1994
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ADOPT AN ANTI-JAPANESE FOREIGN POLICY*

Uuly 1937-May 1941)

Adopt an anti-Japanese foreign policy. Accord the Japanese imperialists
no advantages or facilities, but on the contrary confiscate their property,
repudiate their loans, weed out their lackeys and expel their spies. Immediately
conclude a military and political alliance with the Soviet Union and closely
unite with the Soviet Union, the country which is most reliable, most powerful
and most capable of helping China to resist Japan. Enlist the sympathy of
Britain, the United States and France for our resistance to Japan, and secure
their help provided that it entails no loss of our territory or our sovereign
rights. We should rely mainly on our own strength to defeat the Japanese
aggressors; but foreign aid cannot be dispensed with, and an isolationist policy
will only play into the enemy’s hands.

(July 23, 1937)
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)

1|

Overthrow Japanese Imperialism

Sever diplomatic relations with Japan, expel Ja.panese officids, arrest
Japanese agents, confiscate Japanese property in China, repudiate debts to
Japan, abrogate treaties signed with Japan and take back all Japanese Conces-

* These are excerpts from five articles written by Mao Zedong: “Policies, Measures and
Perspectives for Resisting the Japanese Invasion,” “For thg Mobilization of All the Nation’s
Forces for Victory in the War of Resistance,” “The Identity of Interests Between the Soviet
Union and All Mankind,” “On Policy” and “Administrative Program for the Shaanxi-

Gansu-Ningxia Border Region.”
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sions.

Fight to the finish in defense of northern China and the seacoast.
Fight to the finish for the recovery of Beiping, Tianjin and northeastern
China. .

Drive the Japanese imperialists out of China.

Oppose all vacillation and compromise.

Adopt an Anti-Japanese Foreign Policy

Conclude anti-aggression alliances and anti-Japanese pacts for mutual
military aid with all countries that are opposed to Japanese aggression,
provided that this entails no loss of our territory or of our sovereign rights.

Support the international peace front and oppose the front of aggression
of Germany, Japan and Italy.

Unite with the worker and peasant masses of Korea and Japan against
Japanese imperialism.

(August 25, 1937)
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. 1I)

11|

It is obvious that _China’s foreign policy must be one of resistance to
Japanese aggression. This policy means primarily relying on our own efforts,
while not ignoring any possibility of securing help from abroad. Now that the
imperialist world war has broken out, foreign help is coming chiefly from three
sources: (1) the socialist Soviet Union, (2) the people of the capitalist
countries, and (3) the oppressed nations in the colonies and semi-colonies.
These are our only reliable sources of help. Anything else that might be called
foreign help, even if it might become available, can only be regarded as
supplementary and temporary. Of course, China should try to obtain such
supplementary and temporary foreign help, but must never depend too much
on it or consider it reliable. China should maintain strict neutrality toward the
belligerents in the imperialist war and not join either side. To maintain that
China should join the Anglo-French imperialist war front is a capitulator’s
view, which is harmful to the War of Resistance as well as to the independence
and liberation of the Chinese nation, and it should be flatly rejected.

(September 18, 1939)
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)



ADOPT AN ANTI-JAPANESE FOREIGN POLICY 3

v

The Communist Party opposes all imperialism, but we make a distinc-
tion between Japanese imperialism which is now committing aggression
against China and the imperialist powers which are not doing so now,
between German and Italian imperialism which are allies of Japan and have
recognized ‘“Manchukuo™ and British and U.S. imperialism which are
opposed to Japan, and between the Britain and the United States of
yesterday which followed a Munich policy? in the Far East and undermined
China’s resistance to Japan, and the Britain and the United States of today
which have abandoned this policy and are now in favor of China’s
resistance. Our tactics are guided by one and the same principle: to make
use of contradictions, win over the many, oppose the few and crush our
enemies one by one. Our foreign policy differs from that of the Kuo-
mintang. The Kuomintang claims, “There is only one enemy and all the
rest are friends”; it appears to treat all countries other than Japan alike,
but in fact it is pro-British and pro-American. On our part we must draw
certain distinctions, first, between the Soviet Union and the capitalist
countries, second, between Britain and the United States on the one hand
and Germany and Italy on the other, third, between the people of Britain
and the United States and their imperialist governments, and fourth,
between the policy of Britain and the United States during their Far Eastern
Munich period and their policy today. We build our policy on these
distinctions. In direct contrast to the Kuomintang our basic line is to use
all possible foreign help, subject to the principle of independent prosecution
of the war and reliance on our own efforts, and not, as the Kuomintang
does, to abandon this principle by relying entirely on foreign help or

hanging on to one imperialist bloc or another.
(December 25, 1940)

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)

A\

Subject to the principle of respecting China’s sovereignty and observing
the laws of the government, any foreigner is allowed to travel, participate
in anti-Japanese work, or carry out industrial, cultural and religious activities
in the border regions. The governments of the border regions should
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sincerely extend protection to all who come to the border regions under
the oppression of foreign governments as a result of their revolutionary
actions, regardless of whether they came from a suzerain or a colony. .
(May 1, 1941)

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. 1I)



SPEECH AT THE YAN’AN
ANTI-AGGRESSION MEETING

(February 11, 1938)

Comrades:

The anti-aggression meeting held today is, in its significance, not only of
Yan’an, but the whole nation, as similar meetings have been held nationwide
in recent days, all with the objective of combating wars of aggression. This
meeting is not just a China one, but of world significance. Tomorrow a world
anti-aggression meeting will be held in London with representatives from
scores of countries, marking the beginning of an unprecedented great world
struggle. At present, the aggressors of the world have formed a front to
undermine world peace, while the opposers to aggression are uniting the
majority of the world’s peoples to safeguard world peace against aggressive
wars. These are the two opposite fronts that are combating each other
worldwide. History has never before witnessed such a great world movement,
a movement mobilizing all parts of the world. Now is the time for the good
people, the majority of people worldwide, to square accounts with the bad
people, who are a small minority.

As China’s fate today hangs in the balance, an unprecedented unity has
emerged all over the nation, great as never before in the history of China. We
have set the foundation for our great national unity and are now expanding
and developing it. Although we have lost some battles and territory, such great
unity is of unrivaled strength, and with the support of the world’s people,
including the Japanese people, we are conﬁflent of _defeatlpg the Japanese
aggressors. At present, there are three anti-aggression .u.mted fronts: the
Chinese united front, the world united front, and the united front in Japan,
where a wide range of the masses do not approve of their government’s
invasion of China and are forming an anti-aggression front. The three share
the same objective: to act in unison to combat the war 9f aggression waged by
the Japanese imperialists. Some people say that the anti-aggression movement
of today will eventually fail, as did all such movements in China in the past
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scores of years. This is wrong. Today’s situation differs from that of the past
mainly because not only is there a national anti-aggression united front, but
also this united front coincides with the world’s anti-aggression united front,
which is unprecedented in history, and moreover with the equally unprece-
dented internal contradictions in Japan, and the united front of the Japanese
people. These historical features never existed before, but happen to prevail.
That is the ground for us to say that the lost battles in China are temporary,
and that China’s War of Resistance will assuredly win final victory. With the
three united fronts consolidating and expanding day by day, like the newly
risen sun, the final victory surely belongs to us, and pessimism is groundless.

Therefore, our meeting today in the city of Yan’an is of nationwide and
worldwide significance. All Chinese people refusing to be slaves of a foreign
power, regardless of party affiliation, belief, sex or age, are uniting to strive
for an identical objective. People throughout the world who love peace and
hate war are uniting for the same purpose. So are a wide spectrum of the people
within Japan. To combat aggression is our common objective, and it is also
the general orientation in present-day world politics. The tremendous force of
a united people all over China, all over the world and all over Japan will
undoubtedly weaken the aggressors’ strength bit by bit and bring them to final
destruction. Therefore we say with firm confidence that China is bound to
defeat the aggressors and that a new China will inevitably be founded as long
as we continue to do our best.

(From Selected Writings of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)



FIGHTING FOR PERPETUAL PEACE*

(May 1938)

The protracted nature of China’s anti-Japanese war is inseparably connect-
ed with the fight for perpetual peace in China and the whole world. Never
has there been a historical period such as the present in which war is so close
to perpetual peace. For several thousand years since the emergence of classes,
the life of mankind has been full of wars; each nation has fought countless
wars, either internally or with other nations. In the imperialist epoch of
capitalist society, wars are waged on a particularly extensive scale and with a
peculiar ruthlessness. The first great imperialist war of 20 years ago was the
first of its kind in history, but not the last. Only the war which has now begun
comes close to being the final war, that is, comes close to perpetual peace of
mankind. By now one-third of the world’s population has entered the war.
Look! Italy, then Japan; Abyssinia,? then Spain, then China. The population
of the countries at war now amounts to almost 600 million, or nearly a third
of the total population of the world. The characteristics of the present war are
its uninterruptedness and its proximity to perpetual peace. Why is it uninter-
rupted? After attacking Abyssinia, Italy attacked Spain, and Germany joined
in; then Japan attacked China. What will come next? Undoubtedly Hitler*
will fight the great powers. “Fascism means war’S—this is perfectly true.
There will be no interruption in the development of the present war into a
world war; mankind will not be able to avoid the calamity of war. Why then
do we say the present war is near to perpetual peace? The present war is the
result of the development of the general crisis of world capitalism which began
with World War I; this general crisis is driving the capitalist countries into a
new war and, above all, driving the fascist countries into new war adventures.
This war, we can foresee, will not save capitalism, but will hasten its collapse.
It will be greater in scale and more ruthless than the war of 20 years ago, all
nations will inevitably be drawn in, it will drag on for a very long time, and

* These are excerpts from “On Protracted War,” a series of lectures delivered by Mao
Zedong at the Yan’an Association for the Study of the War of Resistance Against Japan.
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mankind will suffer greatly. But, owing to the existence of the Soviet Union
and the growing political consciousness of the people of the world, great
revolutionary wars will undoubtedly emerge from this war to oppose all
counter-revolutionary wars, thus giving this war the character of a struggle for
perpetual peace. Even if later there should be another period of war, perpetual
world peace will not be far off. Once man has eliminated capitalism, he will
attain the era of perpetual peace, and there will be no more need for war.
Neither armies, nor warships, nor military aircraft, nor poison gas will then
be needed. Thereafter and for all time, mankind will never again know war.
The revolutionary wars which have already begun are part of the war for
perpetual peace. The war between China and Japan, two countries which have
a combined population of over 500 million, will take an important place in
this war for perpetual peace, and out of it will come the liberation of the
Chinese nation. The liberated new China of the future will be inseparable from
the liberated new world of the future. Hence our War of Resistance Against
Japan takes on the character of a struggle for perpetual peace.

History shows that wars are divided into two kinds, just and unjust. All
wars that are progressive are just, and all wars that impede progress are unjust.
We Communists oppose all unjust wars that impede progress, but we do not
oppose progressive, just wars. Not only do we Communists not oppose just
wars, we actively participate in them. As for unjust wars, World War I is an
instance in which both sides fought for imperialist interests; therefore the
Communists of the whole world firmly opposed that war. The way to oppose
a war of this kind is to do everything possible to prevent it before it breaks
out and, once it breaks out, to oppose war with war, to oppose unjust war with
just war, whenever possible. Japan’s war is an unjust war that impedes progress,
and the peoples of the world, including the Japanese people, should oppose it
and are opposing it. In our country the people and the government, the
Communist Party and the Kuomintang, have all raised the banner of right-
eousness in the national revolutionary war against aggression. Our war is sacred
and just, it is progressive and its aim is peace. The aim is peace not just in one
country but throughout the world, not just temporary but perpetual peace. To
achieve this aim we must wage a life-and-death struggle, be prepared for any
sacrifice, persevere to the end and never stop short of the goal. However great
the sacrifice and however long the time needed to attain it, a new world of
perpetual peace and brightness already lies clearly before us. Our faith in
waging this war is based upon the new China and the new world of perpetual
peace and brightness for which we are striving. Fascism and imperialism wish
to perpetuate war, but we wish to put an end to it in the not too distant future.
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The great majority of mankind should exert their utmost efforts for this
purpose. The 450 million people of China constitute one quarter of the world’s
population, and if by their concerted efforts they overthrow Japanese imperi-
alism and create a new China of freedom and equality, they will most certainly
be making a tremendous contribution to the struggle for perpetual world peace.
This is no vain hope, for the whole world is approaching this point in the
course of its social and economic development, and provided that the majority
of mankind work together, our goal will surely be attained in several decades.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)



THE PRINCIPAL TASKS OF THE WORLD’S YOUTH
IN ASSISTING CHINA’S WAR OF
RESISTANCE AGAINST JAPAN*

Uuly 2, 1938)

Speaking of the principal tasks of the world’s youth to help China in its
War of Resistance Against Japan, I think, first of all, the World Federation of
Students should make the majority of the youth and students in the world
understand the necessity to oppose Japan jointly and help China and also
enable them to comprehend that such work is closely related to their own
interests, since peace is indivisible and global aggression by the fascists is the
enemy of world peace. Second, students are bridge to the people; through them
we can make people of all nationalities understand the necessity to oppose
Japan and help China, as well as how such work relates to their own interests.
As for the specific methods of assistance, they may use spoken or written
propaganda to persuade people and governments to render us material assist-
ance, put Japan under a boycott or refuse to sell any materials to Japan—right
up to organizing international anti-Japanese volunteers who would come to
China at proper times to participate in the war, and so on and so forth.

You represent extensive international student bodies coming to visit China
and have brought us broad sympathy. All the Chinese people are grateful to
you. On behalf of the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese people, I
extend my respects to you. We hope, after your return, you will present the
true picture of China’s Great War of Resistance Against Japan to the world’s
students and people. We shall always unite with you to fight for the freedom
and equality of China and for everlasting peace and happiness in the world.

(From Selected Writings of Mao Zedong, Vol. 1)

* These are excerpts from Mao Zedong’s talks with a delegation from the World
Federation of Students in Yan’an.
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PRIMARILY RELYING ON OUR OWN EFFORTS,
WHILE NOT SLACKENING IN
SEEKING FOREIGN HELP*

(October 1938)

We should not neglect the work of pooling all possible foreign aid,
expecting a prolonged war and acting on the principle of concentrating all
efforts on combating the Japanese imperialists. Therefore, our current tasks
include the following: First, firmly oppose the proposal by some people to
follow the so-called German-Italian line, because it is in reality a step toward
ready capitulation to the enemy. Second, seek an increase in material aid from
the democratic countries and the Soviet Union, while making every endeavor
to push for execution by nations of a League of Nations’ resolution on
sanctions against Japan. Third, set up some offices to record systematically all
atrocities committed by the enemy troops, compiling them into documents
and reports to be disseminated abroad, so as to arouse the whole world to stand
for punishment of the Japanese fascists. Fourth, organize international propa-
ganda teams composed of representatives of all parties and people’s organiza-
tions to four countries to evoke the sympathies of peoples and governments as
a supplement to our government’s diplomatic activities. Fifth, protect all
nationals of sympathizing countries and their peaceful activities, such as
commerce and missionary work, in China. Sixth, pay attention to safeguarding
the interests of overseas Chinese and promote their efforts to encourage
campaigns to resist Japanese aggression and aid China.

We should strive to accomplish the above tasks no matter how much aid
each country provides us, not excluding no increase in aid for the moment or

* The three sections selected here are excerpts from the report “On the New Stage,”
presented by Mao Zedong to the Enlarged Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China.
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even a possible partial decrease, and whether the League of Nations’ resolution
remains nice words. In case the War of Resistance is protracted, we should
formulate our foreign policy on long-term plans for future help instead of
immediate interests. It is necessary to have such foresight.

I

China is closely linked with the outside world; the Sino-Japanese war is
part of the world war; and victory in China’s War of Resistance Against Japan
cannot be isolated from that in the world war. Some foreign aid may
temporarily be reduced in the new war situation, upgrading the importance of
China’s own efforts. At no time should China abandon self-reliance as its
fundamental standpoint. Nonetheless, China is not isolated and cannot be
isolated, for China’s relationship with the whole world is also our standpoint,
and a necessary one. Neither do nor can we advocate a closed-door policy, and
long ago China could no longer close her door. Now a world imperialist power
has by war broken into all of China, so the entire Chinese people are concerned
about the relationship between the world and China and, in particular, about
changes in the current situation in Europe.

m

Everybody knows that in the past all democratic countries aided China to
some extent, mainly because their people sympathized with China, while the
Soviet Union was more active in helping us. Now that the Japanese aggressors
have made penetrating offensives, contradictions between Britain, the United
States, France and the Soviet Union on the one hand and Japan on the other
have intensified. Attempting to maintain business as usual in Japanese-
occupied regions, and to alleviate Japan’s threat to Southeast Asia, Britain
likely wishes to reach some compromise with Japan by applying in the East
its policy of appeasement in the West. But a full compromise is difficult, at
least for the time being. This is a result of the Japanese policy of monopoli-
zation; there is a certain difference between issues of East and West in the
current situation. While the Japanese offensives have deepened the contradic-
tions between Japan and the United States, the friendship between the Soviet
Union and China is growing, and there is the possibility of a closer relation-
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ship among China, the United States and the Soviet Union. However, we must
not forget, first, that capitalist countries differ from socialist ones; second,
that the governments of capitalist countries differ from their people; and, last
but not least, that the current situation differs from that in the future, so we
must not place too high hopes on the former. We should try to obtain from
the capitalist countries as much help as possible; such help, within limits, is
not only a possibility but a fact, yet too-high hopes will be inappropriate.
Support of foreign help to the Chinese national liberation movement will come
mainly from the future of the anti-fascist movement of the progressive
countries and the broad masses of the world’s people. Such is the foundation
on which we should place our policy of primarily relying on our own efforts,
while not slackening in seeking foreign help.

(From Liberation, No. 57, published in Yan’an)



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE WAR OF
RESISTANCE AND FOREIGN AID
—PREFACE TO THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION
OF ON PROTRACTED WAR

Uanuary 20, 1939)

Friends in Shanghai are translating my On Protracted War into English,
news that certainly pleases me, because China’s great War of Resistance is a
matter of concern not only to China and the East, but also to the whole world.
The peoples of democratic countries, such as Britain, the United States and
France, including progressives in all walks of life, have every sympathy for
China’s War of Resistance and oppose the Japanese imperialists’ invasion of
China; only some diehard cabals oppose China’s fighting the war. Some of
these diehards are just obstinate by nature, having taken the side of the
Japanese warlords from the very beginning; others are too pessimistic to
support China, misunderstanding the inexorable law that governs China’s War
of Resistance, a law under which Japan is doomed to lose and China is bound
to win after an arduous course. There are probably many such people. It is, of
course, my hope that my book may clarify. the truth of this matter for them.,
As for the majority who sympathize with China’s War of Resistance, perhaps
some of them are still similarly unclear about the true state of the war, and
although they sympathize ‘with us, they feel depressed. Such depression
mingled with sympathy particularly calls for our careful explanation. This
little book of mine, written in May 1938, is meant to last for a long time, as
its arguments cover the whole span of the Sino-Japanese war. As for the
credibility of the arguments in the book, they have been proved true by all
our past experiences during the War of Resistance and will be proved to be so
again by future experience. Since the fall of Wuhan and Guangzhou the war
has been proceeding toward a new stage—favorable to China but not to Japan
—a stage that can be regarded as a stalemate between the enemy and us. A
new situation is about to appear, in which the enemy is forced to end jts
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strategic offensive and shift to strategic consolidation, while we, having
persisted in resistance and grown in strength, conclude our strategic retreat
(that is, of the main force, not the guerrillas) and move to a strategic parity.
In this new stage our one and only task is to prepare for our counteroffensive,
a time-consuming preparation perhaps, but to this we are to devote all our
courage and energy, for we will and assuredly can throw the Japanese
imperialists out of China. In the great War of Resistance, China must basically
rely on herself to defeat the enemy, and there is no doubt that the forces in
China, now that they are called into action, will not only become invincible,
" but also subdue the enemy and drive him away. In the meantime, however,
we need the assistance of foreign aid. Our enemy is the whole world’s enemy,
China’s War of Resistance is the world’s war of resistance. The view of an
isolated war has been proved wrong by history. There are still some people in
democratic countries, such as Britain and the United States, who hold an
isolationist view. They don’t know that Britain, the United States and other
countries would not be able to rest in peace if China were defeated. Their
wrong view is most inappropriate. At present the hard truth is that aiding
China means aiding themselves. So I hope this book will evoke some sympathy
in English-speaking countries, for both the interests of China and the interests
of the whole world. China is waging the war with much difficulty, yet the
flames of war are threatening these world powers, so not a single country is
able to stand clear of them. We agree to President Roosevelt’ss call to safeguard
democracy, but firmly oppose Chamberlain’s’ policy of concessions to the
fascist countries of the West. Toward Japan, too, Chamberlain has so far
shown a cowardly attitude. I hope the citizens of Britain and the United States
will stir themselves and urge their governments to adopt a new policy against
the war of aggression, for the sake of both China and their own countries.
(From Selected Writings of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)



INTERVIEW WITH A NEW CHINA DAILY?®
CORRESPONDENT ON THE NEW
INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

(September 1, 1939)

Correspondent: What is the significance of the German-Soviet Treaty of
Nonaggression??

Mao Zedong: The German-Soviet Treaty of Nonaggression is the result of
the growing socialist strength of the Soviet Union and the policy of peace
persistently followed by the Soviet government. The treaty has shattered the
intrigues by which the reactionary international bourgeoisie represented by
Chamberlain’ and Daladier'® sought to instigate a Soviet-German war, has
broken the encirclement of the Soviet Union by the German-Italian-Japanese
anti-Communist bloc, strengthened peace between the Soviet Union and
Germany, and safeguarded the progress of socialist construction in the Soviet
Union. In the East it deals a blow to Japan and helps China; it strengthens
the position of China’s forces of resistance to Japan and deals a blow to the
capitulators. All this provides a basis for helping the people throughout the
world to win freedom and liberation. Such is the full political significance of
the German-Soviet Treaty of Nonaggression.

Question: Some people do not realize yet that the German-Soviet Treaty
of Nonaggression is the result of the breakdown of the Anglo-French-Soviet
talks, but think that the German-Soviet treaty caused the breakdown. Will you
please explain why the Anglo-French-Soviet talks failed?

Answer: The talks failed purely because the British and French govern-
ments were insincere. In recent years the reactionary international bourgeoisie,
and primarily that of Britain and France, have consistently pursued the
reactionary policy of “nonintervention™ toward aggression by fascist Ger-
many, Italy and Japan. Their purpose is to connive at wars of aggression and
to profit by them. Thus Britain and France flatly rejected the Soviet Union’s
repeated proposals for a genuine front against aggression; standing on the
side-lines, they took a “noninterventionist” position and connived at German,
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Italian and Japanese aggression. Their aim was to step forward and intervene
when the belligerents had worn each other out. In pursuit of this reactionary
policy they sacrificed half of China to Japan, and the whole of Abyssinia,
Spain, Austria and Czechoslovakia to Italy and Germany.!! Then they wanted
to sacrifice the Soviet Union. This plot was clearly revealed in the recent
Anglo-French-Soviet talks. They lasted for more than four months, from April
15 to August 23, during which the Soviet Union exercised the utmost patience.
But, from start to finish, Britain and France rejected the principle of equality
and reciprocity; they demanded that the Soviet Union provide safeguards for
their security, but refused to do likewise for the Soviet Union and the small
Baltic states, so as to leave a gap through which Germany could attack, and
they also refused to allow the passage of Soviet troops through Poland to fight
fhe aggressor. That is why the talks broke down. In the meantime, Germany
indicated her willingness to stop her activities against the Soviet Union and
abandon the so-called Anti-Comintern Pact!? and recognized the inviolability
of the Soviet frontiers; hence the conclusion of the German-Soviet Treaty of
Nonaggression. The policy of ‘“‘non-intervention” pursued by international
and primarily Anglo-French reaction is a policy of sitting on top of the
mountain to watch the tigers fight,” a downright imperialist policy of
profiting at others’ expense. This policy was initiated when Chamberlain took
office, reached its climax in the Munich agreement? of September last year and
finally collapsed in the recent Anglo-French-Soviet talks. From now on the
situation will inevitably develop into one of direct conflict between the two
big imperialist blocs, the Anglo-French bloc and the German-Italian bloc. As
I said in October 1938 at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central
Committee of our Party, “the inevitable result of Chamberlain’s policy will
be like ‘lifting a rock only to drop in on one’s own toes’.”” Chamberlain started
with the aim of injuring others only to end up by ruining himself. This is the
law of development which governs all reactionary policies.

Question: In your opinion, how will the present situation develop?

Answer: The international situation has already entered a new phase. The
one-sided situation in the second imperialist war which has existed for some
time, in other words, the situation in which, as a result of the policy of
“nonintervention,” one group of imperialist states attacks while another sits
tight and looks on, will inevitably be replaced by a situation of all-embracing
war as far as Europe is concerned. The second imperialist war has entered a
new stage.

In Europe, a large-scale imperialist war is imminent between the German-
Italian and the Anglo-French imperialist blocs which are contending for
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domination over the colonial peoples. In this war, each of the belligerents will
brazenly declare its own cause to be just and that of its opponents unjust in
order to delude people and win the support of public opinion. Actually this is
a swindle. The aims of both sides are imperialist, both are fighting for the
domination of colonies and semi-colonies and for spheres of influence, and
both are waging a predatory war. At present, they are fighting over Poland,
the Balkans and the Mediterranean littoral. This war is not at all a just war.
The only just wars are non-predatory wars, wars of liberation. Communists
will in no circumstances support any predatory war. They will, however,
bravely step forward to support every just and non-predatory war for libera-
tion, and they will stand in the forefront of the struggle. With Chamberlain
and Daladier practicing intimidation and bribery, the social-democratic parties
affiliated to the Second International are splitting up. One section, the
reactionary upper stratum, is following the same old disastrous road as in the
First World War and is ready to support the new imperialist war. But another
section will join with the Communists in forming a popular front against war
and fascism. Chamberlain and Daladier are following in the footsteps of
Germany and Italy and are becoming more and more reactionary, taking
advantage of the war mobilization to put the state structure in their countries
on a fascist footing and to militarize the economy. In short, the two big
" imperialist blocs are feverishly preparing for war and millions of people are
facing the danger of mass slaughter. Surely all this will arouse movements of
resistance among the masses. Whether in Germany or in Italy, Britain or
France, or anywhere else in Europe or the world at large, if the people do not
. want to be used as imperialist cannon-fodder, they will have to rise up and
oppose the imperialist war in every possible way.

Besides these two big blocs, there is a third bloc in the capitalist world,
headed by the United States and including a number of Central and South
American countries. In its own interests, this bloc will not enter the war for
the time being. In the name of neutrality, U.S. imperialism is temporarily
refraining from joining either of the belligerents, so as to be able to come on
the scene later and contend for the leadership of the capitalist world. The fact
that the U.S. bourgeoisie is not yet prepared to discard democracy and a
peace-time economy at home is favorable to the world peace movement.

Badly hit by the German-Soviet treaty, Japanese imperia.lisx.n is facing a
future beset with still greater difficulties. Two factions within Japan are
fighting over foreign policy. The militarists are contemplating an alliance with
Germany and Italy for the purpose of gaining exclusive control of China,
invading Southeast Asia and expelling Britain, the United States and France
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from the East; on the other hand, one section of the bourgeoisie would prefer
to make concessions to Britain, the United States and France in order to
concentrate on plundering China. At present, there is a strong tendency
toward a compromise with Britain. The British reactionaries will offer Japan
the joint partition of China plus financial and economic help, in return for
which Japan will have to serve as the watchdog of British interests in the East,
suppress the Chinese national liberation movement and contain the Soviet
Union. Therefore, whatever happens, Japan’s basic aim of conquering China
will never change. The possibility that Japan will launch large-scale frontal
military offensives in China may not be very great, but it will step up its
political offensive to ‘“use Chinese to subdue Chinese”!? and its economic
plundering of China to “sustain® the war by means of war,”!* while keeping
up its frantic “mopping-up” campaigns' in the occupied areas; moreover, it
will work through Britain to force China to surrender. At a favorable moment
it will propose an Eastern Munich and, with some relatively big concessions .
as bait, will try to coax and bully China into accepting its terms for surrender,
SO as to attain its aim of subjugating China. No matter what cabinet changes
the Japanese ruling class may make, this imperialist aim will remain unchanged
until the Japanese people rise in revolution.

Outside the capitalist world there is a world of light, the socialist Soviet
Union. The German-Soviet treaty enables the Soviet Union to give greater help
to the world movement for peace and to China in her resistance to Japan.

This is my appraisal of the international situation.

Question: In these circumstances, what are the prospects for China?

Answer: There are two possibilities. One is perseverance in resistance,
unity and progress, which would mean national rejuvenation. The other is
compromise, a split and retrogression, which would mean national subjugation.

In the new international situation, as Japan comes up against increased
difficulties and China firmly refuses to compromise, the stage of strategic
retreat will end for us and that of strategic stalemate will begin. The latter stage
is one of preparation for the counteroffensive.

However, stalemate along the front means the reverse of stalemate in the
enemy’s rear; with the emergence of a stalemate along the front lines, the
struggle behind the enemy lines will become intense. Thus the large-scale
“mopping-up” campaigns the enemy has been conducting in the occupied
areas—mainly in northern China—since the fall of Wuhan will not only
continue but will be intensified from now on. Furthermore, since the enemy’s
main policy at present consists in his political offensive to “use Chinese to
subdue Chinese” and in his economic aggression for ‘“‘sustaining the war by




20 MAO ZEDONG ON DIPLOMACY

means of war,” and since a Far Eastern Munich is the objective of British
policy in the East, the danger of the surrender of the greater part of China
and of an internal split will increase enormously. China is still far weaker than
the enemy, and unless the whole country unites in an arduous struggle, it will
not be able to build up strength for the counteroffensive.

Therefore, the most serious task for our country is still perseverance in
the war, and there must be no slackening.

Beyond any doubt, China must on no account miss the present opportu-
nity or make a wrong decision but must take a firm political stand.

In other words: First, firm adherence to the stand of resistance to Japan
and opposition to any moves toward compromise. Determined blows must be
struck at all the open or undercover Wang Jingweis. China must firmly reject
any blandishments, whether from Japan or from Britain, and must never take
part in an Eastern Munich.

Second, firm adherence to the stand of unity and opposition to any moves
toward a split. Strict vigilance must be maintained against such moves whether
they stem from the Japanese imperialists, from other foreign countries, or from
the capitulators at home. All internal friction harmful to the War of Resistance
must be sternly checked.

Third, firm adherence to the stand of progress and opposition to any
retrogression. Whether in the military, political, financial or economic sphere,
or in party affairs, or in the field of culture and education, or in the mass
movement, every theory, every institution, every measure harmful to the war
must be re-examined and effectively changed to serve the War of Resistance.

If all this is done, China will be able effectively to build up her strength
for the counteroffensive.

From now on the whole country must make “preparation for the coun-
teroffensive” its over-all task in the War of Resistance.

Today, it is necessary on the one hand earnestly to sustain our defense
along the front lines and vigorously to help the fighting behind the enemy
lines and on the other to institute political, military and other reforms and
build up tremendous strength, so that when the moment comes, the whole
might of the nation can be thrown into a large-scale counteroffensive for the

recovery of our lost territories.
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. I



THE QUESTION OF WAR AND REVOLUTION*

Uuly 13, 1940)

(1) The Soviet Union’s noninvolvement in war

When the outbreak of war between two groups of imperialist countries
cannot be prevented, the people will rise up to oppose the war, whereas the
Soviet Union will simply not get involved in it. This plan of noninvolvement
is the result of the struggle of the Soviet Union over the past 20 years, of
peoples of the world supporting the Soviet Union, of the Soviet Union’s
flexibly making use of the contradictions among the imperialist countries, as
well as the greatest victory of the global strategy of the proletariat, because it
has not only defended the Soviet Union, but ensured the triumph of world
revolution.

This triumph was achieved in the conclusion of two agreements: the
German-Soviet and the Soviet-Finnish agreements.'¢ Our task in the future is
to strengthen this triumph.

(2) The two imperialist alignments

The so-called two imperialist alignments, or two united fronts, by no
means signify there are no contradictions and struggles among the allies of
both sides. Contradictions and struggles do exist, and, moreover, they are
rather serious. For example, there are contradictions and struggles among the
UK., the U.S. and France, also among these three countries and other lesser
countries; as well as among Germany, Italy and Japan, also among these three
countries and other lesser countries. .

Nor do they signify that each alignment is fixed and unchangeable. On
the contrary, they are unfixed and changeable, and changes have already taken
place.
On the one hand, there have been the changes in northern Europe, the
Netherlands, Belgium, and the Balkan Peninsula and the great change in

* This is part of the main points of Mao Zedong’s conclusion made at the meeting of
senior cadres in Yan’an during the discussions of the “Decisions of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China on the Present Situation and the Policy of the Party.”
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France, all showing a weakening of the alignment. This is the U.K.-U.S.-
France alignment.

On the other hand, there is a strengthening of another alignment.

That is the Germany-Italy-Japan alignment. This has resulted in a present
state of imbalance.

Japan was once pro-British and American; now it is pro-German and
Italian. This is because a fascist faction is going to replace the British-American
faction inside Japan.

Neither side has a durable treaty of alliance, such as between the U.S. and
U.K.-France, between U.K.-France and northern Europe, between them and
the Netherlands and Belgium, as well as between Germany-Italy and Japan.

These are so-called internal contradictions, struggles and changes within
the alignments. There will be further contradictions, struggles and changes in
future.

Despite all these, Germany, Italy and Japan want to break the status quo,
and, in the meantime, the so-called democratic countries (including the
Netherlands and Belgium) want to maintain the status quo. Both sides have
their common interests, so they are able to form some sort of united front,
each gathering several tens of or over ten countries. So far as geographical
position, economic strength and naval force are concerned, the U.K. and the
U.S. are still stronger, whereas Germany, Italy and Japan are superior because
of Germany’s victories in the war and its occupation of vast territories.

No matter whether East or West, the struggle of the two imperialist
alignments is no longer limited to the continents, but has shifted to the sea.
There will be tremendous conflicts in future, as no decisive battle has yet been
fought.

If the U.K. were subdued, U.S. naval hegemony would still remain. The
U.S. practices the Monroe Doctrine plus cosmopolitanism, i.e., “What is mine
is mine, and what is yours is also mine.” It will by no means give up its
interests in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.

Germany and Italy are weaker in naval power, and this condition would
remain the same even after the surrender of France. Germany, Italy and Japan
will be unable to take over the colonies of the U.K., France, the Netherlands
and Belgium without destroying the U.S. and British navies.

It is the Versailles-Washington system on the one hand and opposition to
this system in an attempt to set up a new Versailles and new Pacific system
on the other. The struggle has not yet concluded.

This means that there are still contradictions among the imperialist
countries that can serve the cause of revolution. Hence we must make use of
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them. The Soviet Union, India, China, and all other proletarian and oppressed
nations must make use of them.

The present world is in an epoch of great turbulence and changes, not an
epoch of “peace” and “capitalist stability,” which ended long ago and will
never be able to emerge again.

If one fails to see this, it is because one has incorrectly estimated the
following points:

1. An overestimation of the counterrevolution

a. Contradictions among the imperialist countries have developed, instead
of abated, owing to the war.

b. The bourgeoisie of various countries and the capitalist system no longer
enjoy the trust of the people.

¢. The social democratic party has lost the people’s trust.

d. The destructive nature of war.

2. An underestimation of revolutionary forces

a. The existence of the Soviet Union.

b. The existence of the Chinese revolution.

c. The upsurge of revolutionary movements in India.

d. The existence of the Communist Parties in Europe and other countries.

(3) The inevitability of revolution

1. The triumph of Germany and Italy over the U.K. and France is equal
to smashing two imperialist shackles, whereas the new imperialist shackles may
be smashed at the moment of or before being used. The capitalist front can
possibly be broken through at three places—Europe, India and China. This is
equal to basically breaking the whole capitalist front.

2. It is impossible to expect an isolated October Revolution in Europe. It
must be the October Revolution in addition to the Soviet Red Army. But such
an opportunity has not yet come.

3. Instead of carrying out world revolution, the present conditions are the
eight-hour working system of the Soviet Union and the forthcoming maturity
of the situation of world revolution. We still have to make use of the
imperialist wars and we are now on the eve of world revolution.

(From Selected Writings of Mao Zedong, Vol. II)



ON THE INTERNATIONAL UNITED FRONT
AGAINST FASCISM*

(June 23, 1941)

On June 22 the fascist rulers of Germany attacked the Soviet Union. This
is a perfidious crime of aggression not only against the Soviet Union but
against the freedom and independence of all nations. The Soviet Union’s
sacred war of resistance against fascist aggression is being waged not only in
its own defense but in defense of all the nations struggling to liberate
themselves from fascist enslavement.

For Communists throughout the world the task now is to mobilize the
people of all countries and organize an international united front to fight
fascism and defend the Soviet Union, defend China, and defend the freedom
and independence of all nations. In the present period, every effort must be
concentrated on combating fascist enslavement.

For the Chinese Communist Party the tasks throughout the country are
as follows:

1. Persevere in the National United Front Against Japan, persevere in
Kuomintang-Communist cooperation, drive the Japanese imperialists out of
China, and by these means assist the Soviet Union.

2. Resolutely combat all the anti-Soviet and anti-Communist activities of
the reactionaries among the big bourgeoisie.

3. In foreign relations, unite against the common foe with everybody in
Britain, the United States and other countries who is opposed to the fascist

rulers of Germany, Italy and Japan.
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. 11I)

* This inner-Party directive was written by Mao Zedong for the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China. :
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WELCOME, COMRADES-IN-ARMS OF
THE U.S. MILITARY OBSERVATION GROUP*

(Angust 15, 1944)

The U.S. Military Observation Group dispatched by the General Head-
quarters of the U.S. Armed Forces in China, Burma and India (i.e., General
Stilwell’s'” headquarters) has now arrived in Yan’an. This is the most exciting
major event since the start of China’s War of Resistance. We should like to
extend our warm welcome to all members of the observation group from afar!

In receiving the comrades-in-arms of the U.S. Military Observation
Group, we cannot help thinking of the brilliant achievements scored by the
United States in the anti-fascist world war and the American people’s great
spirit of readily taking up cudgels for a just cause and bearing sacrifices. In
Europe, Africa and Asia there are heroic American officers and men ready to
lay down their lives on the battlefield, bleeding and fighting for the liberation
of the people under the fascist iron heel. On our China’s battlefield of
resistance to the Japanese invaders, American soldiers are fighting shoulder to
shoulder with our people and becoming our closest comrades-in-arms. On this
occasion of welcoming the friends of the U.S. Military Observation Group,
we should like to express our heartfelt thanks to the U.S. government, the
American people, the American officers and men in the navy, the army and
the air force, and their wise leader, President Roosevelt.*

The arrival of the comrades-in-arms of the U.S. Military Observation
Group in Yan’an has a great significance for victory in the War of Resistance
Against Japan. Over the past seven years nearly 500,000 troops of the Eighth
Route and New Fourth armies and over 80 million liberated people have been
fighting bravely on three major battlefields behind enemy lines in northern,
central and southern China. For a long time the battlefields behind enemy
lines have been the most important ones in China’s War of Resistance. It is
there that we have taken on five sixths of all the Japanese and their puppet

* This article is the main part of an editorial of Yan’an’s Liberation Daily, finalized by
Mao Zedong.
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troops in China; nearly all the major cities in China have been under siege by
the Eighth Route and New Fourth armies; and most of the enemy-occupied
coastlines have come under our control. This situation remains unknown to
friends in allied countries.

Past information received by the governments and peoples of the allied
countries about China’s War of Resistance is completely otherwise. Their
impressions have been that the Kuomintang was the main force in the war in
China, that the Kuomintang played the greatest part in the War of Resistance,
that the Kuomintang resisted the majority of the Japanese and their puppet
troops, and that the Kuomintang should naturally be the major force to rely
on in future counteroffensives against the Japanese invaders. Even now such
impressions remain unchanged and dominant in the minds of the majority of
the officials and citizens of the allied countries.

The reason for such deception, flying completely in the face of truth, is
the policy of fraud and blockade adopted by the Kuomintang rulers. They have
deceived foreigners by saying how the Kuomintang exerted itself in combating
the Japanese, whereas for five and a half years since October 1938, they have
basically followed a policy of “doing nothing but sit on top of the mountain
to watch the tigers fight”’; up to now this policy remains unchanged in most
of the theaters of operation except for Hunan and Burma. Again they have
deceived foreigners by saying that the Communist Party not only “‘combated
no Japanese,” but always “tried to sabotage the War of Resistance and
endangered the nation.” In actuality, it is just this Communist Party that took
on five sixths of the Japanese and their puppet troops, while the Kuomintang,
shouting every day about the “superior interests of the nation,’* faced no more
than one sixth of the enemy troops. Since the Communist Party allegedly
“combated no enemy,” “‘sabotaged the War of Resistance,” and ‘“‘endangered
the nation,” the Kuomintang should long ago have called for large numbers
of foreigners and Chinese to visit the Communist regions in order to check
that what the Kuomintang gentlemen said were not lies. But they never did
so. Instead, they sealed those areas like an iron bucket. For more than five
years they banned, first, the Communist Party from issuing battlefield reports;
second, the border region newspapers from circulating in other areas; third,
any visit by Chinese and foreign journalists and, last, any crossing in and out
of the border regions. In a word the Kuomintang is free to fabricate, vilify,
abuse, rumormonger and mudsling all over, while the Communist Party and
the Eighth Route and New Fourth armies are forbidden to release even a bit
of their true conditions to the world. The difficulties and hardships the
journalist delegation!® had to overcome before they were able to travel to the
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border regions show clearly how the Kuomintang rulers racked their brains
trying to vilify us on the one hand and ban people from visiting us on the
other, proving themselves self-contradictory.

Facts speak louder than words, however, and truth is superior to all. The
day would come when foreigners and Chinese saw clearly, and now that has
happened, though gradually, as the Chinese and Foreign Journalist Delegation
and the U.S. Military Observation Group visited Yan’an one after the other
after breaking through the Kuomintang’s blockade line. This issue is concerned
with 450 million Chinese people combating the Japanese invaders to liberate
all of China, with which of the two propositions and two lines in China is
right, and with the allied countries defeating their common enemy and
establishing a lasting peace. The Kuomintang said, “The disputes between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party are the private affairs of China,”
which is nothing but a fig leaf for the crimes committed by the Kuomintang
in the War of Resistance. It has now become the public opinion of both
Chinese and foreigners that this dirty leaf should be thrown into a latrine.

As for the Kuomintang’s ineffective fighting in the war, its corruption
and its incompetence, they have been conclusion of both foreign and Chinese
public opinion for over half a year, but as for the Communist Party’s true
situation, the majority of foreigners and Chinese in the great rear area do not
yet have a clear understanding, owing to the long-time counterrevolutionary
propaganda and blockade policy of the Kuomintang. Nevertheless, things are
changing. Foreign public opinion for more than half a year has shown the
beginning of such a change. The arrival of the journalist delegation and the
observation group in Yan’an will open up a new stage.

Thanks to the coverage of the foreign journalists visiting Yan’an, foreign-
ers will gradually know the truth about the Communist Party of China, the
Eighth Route and New Fourth armies and the anti-Japanese base areas, as well
as their importance in supporting the war of resistance of the allied coun-
tries.

Now not only the Foreign Journalist Delegation, but also the U.S. Military
Observation Group has arrived in Yan’an. We believe that the comrades-in-
arms of the group will surely observe the situation here carefully and keenly
and make plans for close cooperation of the two sides to defeat the Japanese
invaders. It has already proved difficult for the Kuomintang to shut out the
truth from the masses for long.

We wish success for the work of the U.S. Military Observation Group.
We hope that such success will help the U.S. supreme command understand
that the Communist Party of China has from the beginning persisted in the
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policies unity of in the War of Resistance and of democracy, and appreciate
the strength of the Communist-led forces of resistance in the rear of the
enemy, and that it will, on the basis of such understanding and appreciation,
decide on a correct policy. We hope also that such success will promote unity
between China and the United States, the two great allies, and speed up the
final defeat of the Japanese invaders.

(From Liberation Daily, August 15, 1944, Yan’an)



ALETTER TO U.S. PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

(November 10, 1944)

Yan’an
November 10, 1944

Your Excellency President Roosevelt,®

I feel honored to host your representative, General Hurley.!® Over three
days we have deliberated harmoniously all matters of vital importance to
unite all the people of China and all military forces to defeat Japan and
rebuild China. I proposed an agreement® in this regard.

In the spirit and orientation of the agreement is the objective that we,
the Communist Party of China and the Chinese people, have pursued in
a united front to combat Japan over the past eight years. It has been our
consistent wish to reach agreement with Chairman Chiang to promote the
welfare of the Chinese people. With the help of General Hurley, we now
have hope that this objective will come true, and with great pleasure I
appreciate your representative’s outstanding talent and sympathy for the
Chinese people.

The Central Committee of our Party has unanimously adopted the text
of the agreement and is prepared to give it full support and make it come
true. I have been authorized by the Central Committee of our Party to
sign the agreement, as witnessed by General Hurley. ‘

In the name of our Party, our army and the Chinese people, I now
ask General Hurley to convey the agreement to you. Your Excellency Mr.
President, I also wish to thank you for the great effort you have devoted
to the unity of China in order to defeat Japan and to the realization of
the possibility of a unified and democratic China.

The peoples of China and the United States have a history and
tradition of deep friendship. I sincerely hope your effort and success will
enable the two great Chinese and American nations always to advance hand
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in hand in defeating the Japanese aggressors, rebuilding lasting world peace
and establishing a democratic China.

Mao Zedong
Chairman of the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party of China

(From the original manuscript)



THE PRESENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
AND THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF
THE FOREIGN POLICY OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA*

(April 24, 1945)

What is the present international situation?

The present military situation is that the Soviet Army is attacking
Berlin, and the allied forces of Britain, the United States and France are
attacking the Hitlerite* remnants in coordination with this offensive, while
the Italian people are launching uprisings. All this will eliminate Hitler
once and for all. After Hitler is wiped out, the defeat of the Japanese
aggressors will not be far distant. Contrary to the predictions of the Chinese
and foreign reactionaries, the forces of fascist aggression will undoubtedly
be overthrown and the people’s democratic forces will undoubtedly triumph.
The world will unquestionably take the road of progress and not the road
of reaction. Of course, we must remain very much on the alert and reckon
with the possibility of certain temporary or perhaps even serious twists and
turns in the course of events; in many countries there are still strong
reactionary forces which begrudge the people at home and abroad their
unity, progress and liberation. Anyone who loses sight of this possibility
will make political mistakes. The general trend of history, however, is
already clearly decided and will not change. This is bad only for the fascists
and for the reactionaries of all countries who are in fact their helpers, but
it is a blessing for the people and for the organized democratic forces in
all countries. The people, and the people alone, are the motive force in
the making of world history. The Soviet people have built up great strength
and become the main force in the defeat of fascism. It is their efforts,
plus those of the people in the other anti-fascist allied countries, which

* These are excerpts from “On Coalition Government,” the political report made by
Mao Zedong to the Seventh National Congress of the Communist Party of China.
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are making the destruction of fascism possible. War has educated the people
and it is the people who will win the war, win the peace and win progress.

This new situation is very different from that in World War I. The Soviet
Union was not yet in existence then and the people were not politically
awakened as they are in many countries today. The two world wars represent
two entirely different epochs.

This does not mean that there will be no more struggles after the defeat
of the fascist aggressor countries, the end of World War II and the establish-
ment of international peace. The remnant forces of fascism which are still
widespread will certainly continue to make trouble, while within the camp now
fighting fascist aggression there are forces which oppose democracy and
oppress other nations, and they will continue to oppress the people in various
countries and in the colonies and semi-colonies. Therefore, after international
peace is established, there will still be numerous struggles over the greater part
of the world—between the anti-fascist masses and the remnants of fascism,
between democracy and anti-democracy, between national liberation and
national oppression. The people will achieve the most extensive victory only
through long and sustained efforts, when the remaining forces of fascism, the
anti-democratic forces and all the imperialist forces are overcome. To be sure,
that day will not come very quickly or easily, but come it surely will. Victory
in the anti-fascist Second World War will pave the way for the victory of the
people in their post-war struggles A stable and lasting peace will be ensured
only when victory is won in these struggles.

The Communist Party of China agrees with the Atlantic Charter?! and
with the decisions of the international conferences of Moscow, Cairo, Teheran
and the Crimea,? because these decisions all contribute to the defeat of the
fascist aggressors and the maintenance of world peace.

The fundamental principle of the foreign policy advocated by the Chinese
Communist Party is as follows: China shall establish and strengthen diplomatic
relations with all countries and settle all questions of common concern, such
as coordination of military operations in the war, peace conferences, trade and
investment, on the basic conditions that the Japanese aggressors must be
completely defeated and world peace maintained, that there must be mutual
respect for national independence and equality, and that there must be
promotion of mutual interests and friendship between states and between
peoples.

The Chinese Communist Party fully agrees with the proposals of the
Dumbarton Oaks conference and the decisions of the Crimea conference on
the establishment of an organization to safeguard international peace and
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security after the war. It welcomes the United Nations Conference on Inter-
national Organization in San Francisco. It has appointed its own representative
on China’s delegation to this conference in order to express the will of the
Chinese people.??

We hold that the Kuomintang government must cease its hostility toward
the Soviet Union and speedily improve Sino-Soviet relations. The Soviet
Union was the first country to renounce the unequal treaties and sign new,
equal treaties with China. At the time of the Kuomintang’s First National
Congress called by Dr. Sun Yat-sen in 1924 and the subsequent Northern
Expedition, the Soviet Union was the only country to help China’s war of
liberation. When the anti-Japanese war broke out in 1937, the Soviet Union
was again the first country to help China against the Japanese aggressors. The
Chinese people are grateful to the Soviet government and people for this help.
We believe that no final and thorough settlement of the problems of the
Pacific is possible without the participation of the Soviet Union.

We ask the governments of all the allied countries, and of the United
States and Britain in the first place, to pay serious attention to the voice of
the Chinese people and not to impair friendship with them by pursuing
foreign policies that run counter to their will. We maintain that if any foreign
government helps the Chinese reactionaries and opposes the Chinese people’s
democratic cause, it will be committing a gross mistake.

The Chinese people welcome the steps taken by many foreign govern-
ments in renouncing their unequal treaties and concluding new, equal treaties
with China. However, we maintain that the conclusion of equal treaties does
not in itself mean that China has actually won genuine equality. Genuine and
actual equality is never the gift of foreign governments, but must be won
mamly by the Chinese people through their own efforts, and the way to win
it is to build a new-democratic China politically, economically and culturally;
otherwise there will be only nominal and not actual independence and equality.
That is to say, China can never win genuine independence and equality by
following the present policy of the Kuomintang government.

We consider that, after the defeat and unconditional surrender of the
Japanese aggressors, it will be necessary to help all the democratic forces of the
Japanese people to establish their own democratic system so that Japanese
fascism and militarism may be thoroughly wiped out, together with their
political, economic and social roots. Unless the Japanese people have a
democratic system, it will be impossible thoroughly to wipe out Japanese
fascism and militarism and impossible to ensure peace in the Pacific.

We consider the decision of the Cairo conference regarding the independ-
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ence of Korea to be correct. The Chinese people should help the Korean people
to win liberation.

We hope that India will attain independence. For an independent and
democratic India is not only needed by the Indian people but is essential for
world peace.

As regards the Southeast Asian countries—Burma, Malaya, Indonesia,
Vietnam and the Philippines—we hope that after the defeat of the Japanese
aggressors their people will exercise their right to establish independent and
democratic states of their own. As for Thailand, she should be treated like the
fascist satellite states in Europe.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. III)



THE REACTIONARY COUNTERCURRENT
WILL BE SWEPT AWAY*

(June 11, 1945)

The U.S. government’s policy of supporting Chiang Kai-shek against the
Communists shows the brazenness of the U.S. reactionaries. But all the
scheming of the reactionaries, whether Chinese or foreign, to prevent the
Chinese people from achieving victory is doomed to failure. The democratic
forces are the main current in the world today, while reaction is only a
countercurrent. The reactionary countercurrent is trying to swamp the main
current of national independence and people’s democracy, but it can never
become the main current. Today, there are still three major contradictions in
the old world, as Stalin pointed out long ago: first, the contradiction between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the imperialist countries; second, the
contradiction between the various imperialist powers; and third, the contrad-
iction between the colonial and semi-colonial countries and the imperialist
metropolitan countries.?? Not only do these three contradictions continue to
exist but they are becoming more acute and widespread. Because of their
existence and growth, the time will come when the reactionary anti-Soviet,
anti-Communist and anti-democratic countercurrent still in existence today
will be swept away.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. III)

* These are excerpts from “The Foolish Old Man Who Removed the Mountains,”” Mao
Zedong’s concluding speech at the Seventh National Congress of the Communist Party of

China.
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ON THE DANGER OF THE HURLEY POLICY*

(July 12, 1945)

It has become increasingly obvious that the policy of the United States
toward China as represented by its ambassador Patrick J. Hurley" is creating
a civil war crisis in China. Sticking to its reactionary policies, the Kuomintang
government has lived on civil war ever since it was set up 18 years ago; only
at the time of the Xi’an Incident?s in 1936 and of the Japanese invasion south
of the Great Wall in 1937 was it forced to abandon its nation-wide civil war
for a time. Since 1939, however, civil war on a local scale has again been waged
without interruption. “Fight the Communists first” is the mobilization slogan
used by the Kuomintang government among its own people, while it relegates
resistance to Japan to a secondary place. At present all its military dispositions
are focused not on resisting the Japanese aggressors but on ‘‘recovering lost
territory”’ from China’s Liberated Areas and on wiping out the Chinese
Communist Party. This situation must be taken into serious account in our
struggle both for victory in the War of Resistance and for peaceful construc-
tion after the war. The late President Roosevelté did take it into account and
consequently, in the interests of the United States, refrained from adopting a
policy of helping the Kuomintang to undertake armed attacks on the Chinese
Communist Party. When Hurley visited Yan’an as Roosevelt’s personal repre-
sentative in November 1944, he expressed agreement with the Chinese
Communist Party’s plan for the abolition of the Kuomintang one-party
dictatorship and the establishment of a democratic coalition government. But
later he changed his tune and went back on what he had said in Yan’an. This
change was crudely revealed in his statement in Washington on April 2. In
the interim, according to the selfsame Hurley, the Kuomintang government
represented by Chiang Kai-shek seems to have turned into the Beauty and the
Chinese Communist Party into the Beast, and he flatly declared that the
United States would cooperate with Chiang Kai-shek only and not with the
Chinese Communist Party. This, of course, is not just Hurley’s personal view

* This is a commentary written by Mao Zedong for the Xinhua News Agency.
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but that of a whole group of people in the U.S. government. It is a wrong and
dangerous view. At this juncture Roosevelt died, and Hurley returned to the
U.S. embassy in Chongqing in high spirits. The danger of the China policy
of the United States as represented by Hurley is that it is encouraging the
Kuomintang government to be still more reactionary and aggravating the civil
war crisis. If the Hurley policy continues, the U.S. government will fall
irretrievably into the deep stinking cesspool of Chinese reaction; it will put
itself in the position of antagonizing the hundreds of millions of awakened
and awakening Chinese people and will become a hindrance to the War of
Resistance in the present and to world peace in the future. Isn’t it clear that
this would be the inevitable result? A section of U.S. public opinion is worried
about the China policy of the Hurley type with its dangers and wants it
changed, because as far as China’s future is concerned, it sees clearly that the
forces of the Chinese people who demand independence, freedom and unity
are irresistible and are bound to burst forth and supplant foreign and feudal
oppression. We cannot yet say whether or when the U.S. policy will be
changed. But one thing is certain. If the Hurley policy of aiding and abetting
the reactionary forces in China and antagonizing the Chinese people with their
immense numbers continues unchanged, it will place a crushing burden on the
government and people of the United States and plunge them into endless
trouble. This point must be brought home to the people of the United States.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. III)



WE MUST NOT STOP CRITICIZING
THE U.S. POLICY OF SUPPORTING CHIANG
KAI-SHEK AGAINST THE COMMUNISTS*

(July 30, 1945)

Not long ago the U.S. embassy tried to advise us not to criticize Chiang
Kai-shek. Now they have stopped doing so, but turned around to advise us not
to criticize Hurley.! The U.S. press, so often criticizing foreign heads of state,
carried sharp criticism of Chiang Kai-shek last year, so why can’t we Chinese
criticize Hurley? Once Hurley criticized the Communist Party of China,
putting Chinese Communists on a par with the warlords, and referring to the
entire Party in his criticism, so why can’t the Communist Party criticize him?
In our criticism we draw a clear distinction between the U.S. government and
the American people, between persons in the U.S. government who decide
China policy and other staff, and between wrong policies of the U.S.
government and its correct ones. We shall stop criticizing the U.S. government
once it changes its current policy of supporting Chiang Kai-shek against the
Communists; otherwise, there is no chance that our criticism will end. Please
explain the above to those who are concerned. '

(From the original manuscript)

*This is the major part of a telegram from Mao Zedong to Xu Bing and Zhang Ming
(Liu Shaowen). .



WE MUST NOT BELIEVE THE “NICE WORDS”’
OF THE IMPERIALISTS, NOR BE
INTIMIDATED BY THEIR BLUSTER*

(August 13, 1945)
These are excerpts from a speech delivered by Mao Zedong at a meeting
of cadres in Yan’an, entitled “The Situation and Our Policy After
the Victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan.”

On what basis should our policy rest? It should rest on our own strength,
and that means regeneration through one’s own efforts. We are not alone; all
the countries and people in the world opposed to imperialism are our friends.
Nevertheless, we stress regeneration through our own efforts. Relying on the
forces we ourselves organize, we can defeat all Chinese and foreign reaction-
aries. Chiang Kai-shek, on the contrary, relies entirely on the aid of U.S.
imperialism, which he looks upon as his mainstay. The trinity of dictatorship,
civil war and selling out the country has always been the basis of his policy.
U.S. imperialism wants to help Chiang Kai-shek wage civil war and turn China
into a U.S. dependency, and this policy, too, was set long ago. But U.S.
imperialism while outwardly strong is inwardly weak. We must be clear-
headed, that is, we must not believe the ‘“nice words’’ of the imperialists nor
be intimidated by their bluster. An American once said to me, ‘“You should
listen to Hurley and send a few men to be officials in the Kuomintang
government.”’% | replied: “It is no easy job to be an official bound hand and
foot; we won’t do it. If we become officials, our hands and feet must be
unfettered, we must be free to act, that is, a coalition government must be set
up on a democratic basis.” He said, “It will be bad if you don’t.” I asked him,
“Why bad?” He said, “First, the Americans will curse you; secondly, the
Americans will back Chiang Kai-shek.” I replied: “If you Americans, sated

* These are excerpts from a speech delivered by Mao Zedong at a meeting of cadres in
Yan’an, entitled “The Situation and Our Policy After the Victory in the War of Resistance

Against Japan.
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with bread and sleep, want to curse people and back Chiang Kai-shek, that’s
your business and I won’t interfere. What we have now is millet plus rifles,
what you have is bread plus cannon. If you like to back Chiang Kai-shek, back
him, back him as long as you want. But remember one thing. To whom does
China belong? China definitely does not belong to Chiang Kai-shek, China
belongs to the Chinese people. The day will surely come when you will find
it impossible to back him any longer.” Comrades! This American was trying
to scare people. Imperialists are masters at this sort of stuff, and many people
in the colonial countries do get scared. The imperialists think that all people
in the colonial countries can be scared, but they do not realize that in China
there are people who are not afraid of that sort of stuff. In the past we have
openly criticized and exposed the U.S. policy of aiding Chiang Kai-shek to
fight the Communists; it was necessary, and we shall continue to do so.
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



WHILE THE PROSPECTS OF
THE WORLD ARE BRIGHT,
THE ROAD HAS TWISTS AND TURNS*

(October 17, 1945)

The world after World War II has a bright future. This is the general
trend. Does the failure of the meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers in
London?” mean that a third world war is about to break out? No. Just think,
how is it possible for a third world war to break out right after the end of
World War II? The capitalist and the socialist countries will yet reach
compromises on a number of international matters, because compromise will
be advantageous.?® The proletariat and the people of the whole world are firmly
opposed to an anti-Soviet and anti-Communist war. In the past 30 years two
world wars have been fought. Between World War I and II there was an
interval of more than 20 years. In the half million years of human history, it
is only in the last 30 years that world wars have been fought. After World
War I the world made great progress. After World War II the world is sure to
make even faster progress. Following World War I the Soviet Union was born
and scores of Communist Parties were founded—they did not exist before.
After the end of World War II the Soviet Union is much stronger, the face
of Europe is changed, the political consciousness of the proletariat and the
people of the world is much higher and the progressive forces throughout the
world are more closely united. Our China is also undergoing rapid and drastic
change. The general trend of China’s development is certainly for the better,
not for the worse. The world is progressing, the future is bright and no one
can change this general trend of history. We should carry on constant
propaganda among the people on the facts of world progress and the bright
future ahead so that they will build their confidence in victory. At the same
time, we must tell the people and tell our comrades that there will be twists

* These are excerpts from “On the Chongging Negotiations,” a report made by Mao
Zedong to a meeting of cadres in Yan’an.
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and turns in our road. There are still many obstacles and difficulties along the
road of revolution. The Seventh Congress of our Party?” assumed that the
difficulties would be many, for we preferred to assume there would be more
difficulties rather than less. Some comrades do not like to think much about
difficulties. But difficulties are facts; we must recognize as many difficulties
as there are and should not adopt a “policy of nonrecognition.”” We must
recognize difficulties, analyse them and combat them. There are no straight
roads in the world; we must be prepared to follow a road which twists and
turns and not try to get things on the cheap. It must not be imagined that one
fine morning all the reactionaries will go down on their knees of their own
accord. In a word, while the prospects are bright, the road has twists and turns.
There are still many difficulties ahead which we must not overlook. By uniting
with the entire people in a common effort, we can certainly overcome all
difficulties and win victory.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



SOME POINTS IN APPRAISAL OF
THE PRESENT INTERNATIONAL SITUATION*

(April 1946)

1. The forces of world reaction are definitely preparing a third world war,
and the danger of war exists. But the democratic forces of the people of the
world have surpassed the reactionary forces and are forging ahead; they must
and certainly can overcome the danger of war. Therefore, the question in the
relations between the United States, Britain and France and the Soviet Union
is not a question of compromise or break, but a question of compromise earlier
or compromise later. “Compromise” means reaching agreement through
peaceful negotiation. “Earlier or later” means several years, or more than ten
years, or even longer.

* This document was written to counter a pessimistic appraisal of the international
situation at the time. In the spring of 1946, imperialism headed by the United States of .
America, together with the reactionaries in various countries, was daily intensifying its
anti-Soviet, anti-Communist and anti-popular activities and trumpeting that “‘war between
the United States and the Soviet Union is inevitable’ and that “the outbreak of a third world
war is inevitable.” In these circumstances, since some comrades overestimated the strength
of imperialism, underestimated the strength of the people, feared U.S. imperialism and feared
the outbreak of a new world war, they showed weakness in the face of the armed attacks of
the U.S.-Chiang Kai-shek reactionary gang and dared not resolutely oppose counter-
revolutionary war with revolutionary war. In this document Mao Zedong was combating such
erroneous thinking. He pointed out that if the forces of the people throughout the world
waged resolute, effective struggles against the forces of world reaction, they could overcome
the danger of a new world war. At the same time, he pointed out that it was possible for the
imperialist countries and the socialist countries to reach compro:pise on certain issues but
that such compromise “does not require the people in the countries of the capitalist world
to follow suit and make compromises at home,” and th.at “the people in those countries will
continue to wage different struggles in accordance with their different conditions.” This
document was not made public at the time and was circulated only among some leading
comrades of the Central Committee. It was distributed at the meeting of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China in December 1947. Since the comrades present
unanimously agreed with its contents, the full text was later included in “A Circular on the
Decisions Made at the Central Committee Meeting of December 1947,” issued by the Central

Committee in January 1948.
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2. The kind of compromise mentioned above does not mean compromise
on all international issues. That is impossible so long as the United States,
Britain and France continue to be ruled by reactionaries. This kind of
compromise means compromise on some issues, including certain important
ones. But there will not be many such compromises in the near future. There
is, however, a possibility that the trade relations of the United States, Britain
and France with the Soviet Union will expand.

3. Such compromise between the United States, Britain and France and
the Soviet Union can be the outcome only of resolute, effective struggles by
all the democratic forces of the world against the reactionary forces of the
United States, Britain and France. Such compromise does not require the
people in the countries of the capitalist world to follow suit and make
compromises at home. The people in those countries will continue to wage
different struggles in accordance with their different conditions. The principle
of the reactionary forces in dealing with the democratic forces of the people
is definitely to destroy all they can and to prepare to destroy later whatever
they cannot destroy now. Face to face with this situation, the democratic forces
of the people should likewise apply the same principle to the reactionary
forces.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



TALK WITH THE AMERICAN CORRESPONDENT
ANNA LOUISE STRONG*3

(August 6, 1946)

Strong: Do you think there is hope for a political, a peaceful settlement
of China’s problems in the near future?

Mao: That depends on the attitude of the U.S. government. If the
American people stay the hands of the American reactionaries who are helping
Chiang Kai-shek fight the civil war, there is hope for peace.

Strong: Suppose the United States gives Chiang Kai-shek no help, besides
that already given, how long can Chiang Kai-shek keep on fighting?

Mao: More than a year.

Strong: Can Chiang Kai-shek keep on that long, economically?

Mao: He can.

Strong: What if the United States makes it clear that it will give Chiang
Kai-shek no more help from now on?

Mao: There is no sign yet that the U.S. government and Chiang Kai-shek
have any desire to stop the war within a short time.

Strong: How long can the Communist Party keep on?

Mao: As far as our own desire is concerned, we don’t want to fight even

* This very important statement on the international and domestic situation was made
by Mao Zedong not long after the conclusion of World War II. Here, Mao Zedong put
forward his famous thesis, “All reactionaries are paper tigers.”” This thesis armed the people
of our country ideologically, strengthened their .conﬁdence in victory and played an
exceedingly great role in the People’s War of Liberation. Just as Lenin considered imperialism
a “colossus with feet of clay,” so Mao Zedong regards imperialism and all reactionaries as
paper tigers; both have dealt with the essence of the matter. This thesis is a fundamental
strategic concept for the revolutionary people. Since the period of the Second Revolutionary
Civil War, Mao Zedong has repeatedly pointed out: strategically, with regard to the whole,
revolutionaries must despise the enemy, dare to struggle against him and dare to seize victory;
at the same time, tactically, with regard to each part, each specific struggle, they must take
the enemy seriously, be prudent, carefully study and perfect the art of struggle and adopt
forms of struggle suited to different times, places and conditions in order to isolate and wipe

out the enemy step by step.
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for a single day. But if circumstances force us to fight, we can fight to the
finish.

Strong: If the American people ask why the Communist Party is fighting,
what should I reply?

Mao: Because Chiang Kai-shek is out to slaughter the Chinese people, and
if the people want to survive they have to defend themselves. This the
American people can understand.

Strong: What do you think of the possibility of the United States starting
a war against the Soviet Union?

Mao: There are two aspects to the propaganda about an anti-Soviet war.
On the one hand, U.S. imperialism is indeed preparing a war against the Soviet
Union; the current propaganda about an anti-Soviet war, as well as other
anti-Soviet propaganda, is political preparation for such a war. On the other
hand, this propaganda is a smoke-screen put up by the U.S. reactionaries to
cover many actual contradictions immediately confronting U.S. imperialism.
These are the contradictions between the U.S. reactionaries and the American
people and the contradictions of U.S. imperialism with other capitalist
countries and with the colonial and semi-colonial countries. At present, the
actual significance of the U.S. slogan of waging an anti-Soviet war is the
oppression of the American people and the expansion of the U.S. forces of
aggression in the rest of the capitalist world. As you know, both Hitler® and
his partners, the Japanese warlords, used anti-Soviet slogans for a long time as
a pretext for enslavement of the people at home and aggression against other
countries. Now the U.S. reactionaries are acting in exactly the same way.

To start a war, the U.S. reactionaries must first attack the American
people. They are already attacking the American people—oppressing the
workers and democratic circles in the United States politically and economi-
cally and preparing to impose fascism there. The people of the United States
should stand up and resist the attacks of the U.S. reactionaries. I believe they
will.

The United States and the Soviet Union are separated by a vast zone
which includes many capitalist, colonial and semi-colonial countries in Europe,
Asia and Africa. Before the U.S. reactionaries have subjugated these countries,
an attack on the Soviet Union is out of the question. In the Pacific the United
States now controls areas larger than all the former British spheres of influence
there put together; it controls Japan, that part of China under Kuomintang
rule, half of Korea, and the South Pacific. It has long controlled Central and
South America. It seeks also to control the whole of the British Empire and
Western Europe. Using various pretexts, the United States is making large-scale
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military arrangements and setting up military bases in many countries. The
U.S. reactionaries say that the military bases they have set up and are preparing
to set up all over the world are aimed against the Soviet Union. True, these
military bases are directed against the Soviet Union. At present, however, it is
not the Soviet Union but the countries in which these military bases are located
that are the first to suffer U.S. aggression. I believe it won’t be long before
these countries come to realize who is really oppressing them, the Soviet Union
or the United States. The day will come when the U.S. reactionaries find
themselves opposed by the people of the whole world.

Of course, I do not mean to say that the U.S. reactionaries have no
intention of attacking the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union is a defender of
world peace and a powerful factor preventing the domination of the world by
the U.S. reactionaries. Because of the existence of the Soviet Union, it is
absolutely impossible for the reactionaries in the United States and the world
to realize their ambitions. That is why the U.S. reactionaries rabidly hate the
Soviet Union and actually dream of destroying this socialist state. But the fact
that the U.S. reactionaries are now trumpeting so loudly about a U.S.-Soviet
war and creating a foul atmosphere, so soon after the end of World War II,
compels us to take a look at their real aims. It turns out that under the cover
of anti-Soviet slogans they are frantically attacking the workers and democratic
circles in the United States and turning all the countries which are the targets
of U.S. external expansion into U.S. dependencies. I think the American
people and the peoples of all countries menaced by U.S. aggression should
unite and struggle against the attacks of the U.S. reactionaries and their
running dogs in these countries. Only by victory in this struggle can a third
world war be avoided; otherwise it is unavoidable. '

Strong: That is very clear. But suppose the United States uses the atom
bomb? Suppose the United States bombs the Soviet Union from its bases in
Iceland, Okinawa and China?

Mao: The atom bomb is a paper tiger which the U.S. reactionaries use to
scare people. It looks terrible, but in fact it isn’t. Of course, the atom bomb
is a weapon of mass slaughter, but the outcome of a war is decided by the
people, not by one or two new types of weapon.

All reactionaries are paper tigers. In appearance, the reactionaries are
terrifying, but in reality they are not so powerful. From a long-term point of
view, it is not the reactionaries but the people who are really powerful. In
Russia, before the February Revolution®? in 1917, which side was really strong?
On the surface the tsar was strong, but he was swept away by a single gust of
wind in the February Revolution. In the final analysis, the strength in Russia
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was on the side of the Soviets of Workers, Peasants and Soldiers. The tsar was
just a paper tiger. Wasn’t Hitler once considered very strong? But history
proved that he was a paper tiger. So was Mussolini,’* so was Japanese
imperialism. On the contrary, the strength of the Soviet Union and of the
people in all countries who loved democracy and freedom proved much greater
than had been foreseen.

Chiang Kai-shek and his supporters, the U.S. reactionaries, are all paper
tigers too. Speaking of U.S. imperialism, people seem to feel that it is
terrifically strong. Chinese reactionaries are using the ““strength”’ of the United
States to frighten the Chinese people. But it will be proved that the U.S.
reactionaries, like all the reactionaries in history, do not have much strength.
In the United States there are others who are really strong—the American
people.

Take the case of China. We have only millet plus rifles to rely on, but
history will finally prove that our millet plus rifles is more powerful than
Chiang Kai-shek’s aeroplanes plus tanks. Although the Chinese people still face
many difficulties and will long suffer hardships from the joint attacks of U.S.
imperialism and the Chinese reactionaries, the day will come when these
reactionaries are defeated and we are victorious. The reason is simply this: the
reactionaries represent reaction, we represent progress.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



REPUDIATE THE TRAITOROUS
FOREIGN POLICY*

(October 10, 1947)

Repudiate the traitorous foreign policy of Chiang Kai-shek’s dictatorial
government, abrogate all the treasonable treaties and repudiate all the foreign
debts contracted by Chiang Kai-shek during the civil war period. Demand that
the U.S. government withdraw its troops stationed in China, which are a
menace to China’s independence, and oppose any foreign country’s helping
Chiang Kai-shek to carry on civil war or trying to revive the forces of Japanese
aggression. Conclude treaties of trade and friendship with foreign countries on
the basis of equality and reciprocity. Unite in a common struggle with all

nations which treat us as equals.
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)

This is one of the eight chief policies of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army and
hence also of the Chinese Communist Party, announced in the “Manifesto of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army” drafted by Mao Zedong.
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THE STRENGTH OF THE WORLD ANTI-
IMPERIALIST CAMP HAS SURPASSED
THAT OF THE IMPERIALIST CAMP*

(December 25, 1947)

When the reactionary Chiang Kai-shek clique launched the country-wide
civil war against the people in 1946, the reason they dared take this risk was
that they relied not merely on their own superior military strength but mainly
on the U.S. imperialists with their atom bombs, whom they regarded as
“exceptionally powerful”” and “matchless in the world.” On the one hand,
they thought U.S. imperialism could meet their military and financial needs
with a stream of supplies. On the other hand, they wildly speculated that “war
between the United States and the Soviet Union is inevitable’ and that “the
outbreak of a third world war is inevitable.” This dependence on U.S.
imperialism is the common feature of the reactionary forces in all countries
since World War II. It reflects the severity of the blows world capitalism
received in World War II; it reflects the weakness of the reactionary forces in
all countries, their panic and loss of confidence; and it reflects the might of
the world revolutionary forces—all of which makes reactionaries in all coun-
tries feel that there is no way out except to rely on U.S. imperialist support.
But, in fact, is U.S. imperialism after World War II as powerful as Chiang
Kai-shek and the reactionaries of other countries imagine? Can it really pour
out a stream of supplies for them? No, that is not so. The economic power of
U.S. imperialism, which grew during World War II, is confronted with
unstable and daily shrinking domestic and foreign markets. The further
shrinking of these markets will cause economic crises to break out. The war
boom in the United States of America was only temporary. The streng.th of
the United States of America is only superficial and transient. Irrecon.cﬂable
domestic and international contradictions, like a volcano, menace U.S. imper-

* This is part of “The Present Situation and Our Tasks,” a report delivered by Mao
Zedong to a meeting of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chipa..
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ialism every day. U.S. imperialism is sitting on this volcano. This situation
has driven the U.S. imperialists to draw up a plan for enslaving the world, to
run amuck like wild beasts in Europe, Asia and other parts of the world, to
muster the reactionary forces in all countries, the human dregs cast off by their
peoples, to form an imperialist and anti-democratic camp against all the
democratic forces headed by the Soviet Union, and to prepare for war in the
hope that in the future, at a distant time, some day, they can start a third
world war to defeat the democratic forces. This is a preposterous plan. The
democratic forces of the world must and certainly can defeat this plan. The
strength of the world anti-imperialist camp has surpassed that of the imperialist
camp. It is we, not the enemy, who are in the superior position. The
anti-imperialist camp headed by the Soviet Union has already been formed.
The socialist Soviet Union is free from crises, in the ascendant and cherished
by the world’s broad masses; its strength has already surpassed that of the
imperialist United States, which is seriously menaced by crises, on the decline
and opposed by the world’s broad masses. The People’s Democracies in Europe
are consolidating themselves internally and are uniting with each other. In the
European capitalist countries the people’s anti-imperialist forces are develop-
ing, with those in France and Italy taking the lead. Within the United States,
there are people’s democratic forces which are getting stronger every day. The
peoples of Latin America are not slaves obedient to U.S. imperialism. In the
whole of Asia a great national liberation movement has arisen. All the forces
of the anti-imperialist camp are uniting and forging ahead. The Communist
and Workers’ Parties of nine European countries have established their
Information Bureau and issued a call to the people of the world to rise against
the imperialist plan of enslavement.’ This call to battle has inspired the
oppressed people of the world, charted the course of their struggle and
strengthened their confidence in victory. It has thrown world reaction into
panic and confusion. All the anti-imperialist forces in the countries of the East,
too, should unite together, oppose oppression by imperialism and by their
domestic reactionaries and make the goal of their struggle the emancipation of
the more than 1,000 million oppressed people of the East. We certainly should
grasp our own destiny in our own hands. We should rid our ranks of all
impotent thinking. All views that overestimate the strength of the enemy and
underestimate the strength of the people are wrong. If everyone makes
strenuous efforts, we, together with all the democratic forces of the world, can
surely defeat the imperialist plan of enslavement, prevent the outbreak of a
third world war, overthrow all reactionary regimes and win lasting peace for
mankind. We are soberly aware that on our way forward there will still be all
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kinds of obstacles and difficulties and that we should be prepared to deal with
the maximum resistance and desperate struggle by all our enemies, domestic
and foreign. But so long as we can grasp the science of Marxism-Leninism,
have confidence in the masses, stand closely together with the masses and lead
them forward, we shall be fully able to surmount any obstacle and overcome
any difficulty. Our strength will be invincible. This is the historic epoch in
which world capitalism and imperialism are going down to their doom and
world socialism and people’s democracy are marching to victory. The dawn is
ahead, we must exert ourselves.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



THE DANGER OF A WORLD WAR
MUST AND CERTAINLY CAN BE OVERCOME*

(September 8, 1948)

Regarding appraisal of the international situation. An appraisal of the
international situation was made at the meeting’® last December. There had
been no consensus then within the Party, nor even in the Central Committee.
There are two propositions: One is that there will be either peace or war; the
other, that the danger of war exists, but its outbreak is not probable. The view
as to the danger of war is identical, but it differs as to whether there will be
peace or war. The first proposition holds that the world people’s strength is
not enough to prevent war, while the second maintains that the Soviet Union
and the world’s people can mobilize enough strength to prevent a war. Since
the U.S.-British reactionaries have not fully prepared for war, we can work
against time for its prevention; thus it is our task to mobilize the world
people’s forces for this purpose. The post-World War II situation being
different from that after World War I, there is greater possibility for war
prevention. The German and Japanese fascists have been defeated in World
War II, and it is not easy to revive them. The U.S.-British reactionaries are
indeed preparing for war, and the danger of war exists. Nevertheless, as the
world’s democratic forces, headed by the Soviet Union, have become stronger
than the reactionary forces (as Molotov* and Zhdanov*’ said, though some
comrades in our Party, those in the middle in particular, are still unclear about
it), and continue to grow, the danger of war must and certainly can be
overcome, only it is conditioned on our effort. War will certainly be prevented
if we are given 10 to 15 years to work toward it. We should not see the
alternative as either compromise or split, but sooner or later, compromise, as
can be seen in the recent Berlin question.

In talking about compromise, we do not mean compromise on all issues
(for instance, a compromise on the resolution to eliminate colonies is impos-

* This is part of a report by Mao Zedong at a meeting of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China.
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sible), but compromise is likely on some issues, international rather than
domestic issues, and only on some, including some important ones. In 1947
the Soviet Union, the United States and Britain reached a peace agreement
with Italy, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria and Finland. A peace agreement with
Germany, Austria and Japan, though rather difficult to reach, will be conclud-
ed in the end. Britain and France are likely to develop commerce and trade
with the Soviet Union, but this is less probable between the United States and
the Soviet Union.

Middle-of-the-roaders think that since the Soviet Union has compromised
with the United States, Britain and France on the basis of democratic
principles, we can also compromise with the Kuomintang, but to my mind, it
should not be put in such a way. The Soviet Union follows a policy of
noninterference in the internal affairs of other nations, and the Atlantic
Charter?! also acknowledges the right of every people to choose a political
system for their own state. It is not Chiang Kai-shek’s system that the Chinese
people will choose. In the struggle of the Soviet Union and all democratic
forces against reactionary forces, compromise on the basis of democratic
principles is the result of that struggle. Then, is it true that people of every
country must compromise with the reactionaries>? We say no. Supposing
Chiang Kai-shek were compelled to follow our practice, to disband fascist
organizations, to discard local tyrants and evil gentry, and to allow us to
strengthen our military forces and carry out our agrarian reform, wouldn’t that
be wonderful? But Chiang Kai-shek, being a reactionary, will not agree. Since
olden days, reactionaries have dealt with democratic forces on two principles:
One, exterminate immediately all that can be exterminated; the other, wait
for a future opportunity to exterminate what cannot be exterminated right
now. Britain has now taken the initial step to exterminate Communists within
the government, but remains patient about exterminating Communists in
society. In dealing with the reactionaries, we should reciprocate the same two
principles; we are now implementing the first one.

These are the three estimations concluded in the meeting of last Decem-
ber. World peace and no warfare for the Soviet Union are of considerable
benefit to people of the whole world. Chiang Kai-shek wishes that a third
world war will break out, and so do some people in our Party. If the people
of the Soviet Union and Eastern European countries can devote themselves to
peaceful production for 10 to 15 years, and if the Soviet Union can improve
its productivity and increase its annual steel output to 60 million tons, nobody
will even dare think of warfare. Three years have elapsed, and there are only
12 years to go. That is how the international environment stands.

(From the meeting minutes)



REVOLUTIONARY FORCES OF THE WORLD UNITE,
FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION!*

(November 1948)

At this time, when the awakened working class and all genuine revolu-
tionaries of the world are jubilantly celebrating the 31st anniversary of the
Great October Socialist Revolution of the Soviet Union, I recall a well-known
article by Stalin, written in 1918 on the first anniversary of that revolution.
In that article Stalin said:

The great world-wide significance of the October Revolution chiefly
consists in the fact that: ,

1) It has widened the scope of the national question and converted
it from the particular question of combating national oppression in
Europe into the general question of emancipating the oppressed peoples,
colonies and semi-colonies from imperialism;

2) It has opened up wide possibilities for their emancipation and the
right paths toward it, has thereby greatly facilitated the cause of the
emancipation of the oppressed peoples of the West and the East, and has
drawn them into the common current of the victorious struggle against
imperialism;

3) It has thereby erected a bridge between the socialist West and the
enslaved East, having created a new front of revolutions against world
imperialism, extending from the proletarians of the West, through the
Russian revolution, to the oppressed peoples of the East.3

History has developed in the direction pointed out by Stalin. The October
Revolution has opened up wide possibilities for the emancipation of the
peoples of the world and opened up the realistic paths toward it; it has created

* This article was written by Mao Zedong in commemoration of the 31st anniversary
of the October Revolution for the organ of the Information Bureau of the Communist and
Workers’ Parties of Burope, For a Lasting Peace, for a People’s Democracy. It appeared in the
21st issue of the publication in 1948.
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a new front of revolutions against world imperialism, extending from the
proletarians of the West, through the Russian revolution, to the oppressed
peoples of the East. This front of revolutions has been created and developed
under the brilliant guidance of Lenin and, after Lenin’s death, of Stalin.

If there is to be revolution, there must be a revolutionary party. Without
a revolutionary party, without a party built on the Marxist-Leninist revolu-
tionary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary style, it is impossible
to lead the working class and the broad masses of the people in defeating
imperialism and its running dogs. In the more than 100 years since the birth
of Marxism, it was only through the example of the Russian Bolsheviks in
leading the October Revolution, in leading socialist construction and in
defeating fascist aggression that revolutionary parties of a new type were
formed and developed in the world. With the birth of revolutionary parties
of this type, the face of the world revolution has changed. The change has
been so great that transformations utterly inconceivable to people of the older
generation have come about amid fire and thunder. The Communist Party of
China is a party built and developed on the model of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union. With the birth of the Communist Party of China, the
face of the Chinese revolution took on an altogether new aspect. Is this fact
not clear enough?

The world revolutionary united front, with the Soviet Union at its head,
defeated fascist Germany, Italy and Japan. This was a result of the October
Revolution. If there had been no October Revolution, if there had been no
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, no Soviet Union and no anti-
imperialist revolutionary united front in the West and in the East led by the
Soviet Union, could one conceive of victory over fascist Germany, Italy, Japan
and their running dogs? If the October Revolution opened up wide possibilities
for the emancipation of the working class and the oppressed peoples of the
world and opened up realistic paths toward it, then the victory of the
anti-fascist. Second World War has opened up still wider possibilities for the
emancipation of the working class and the oppressed peoples of the world and
has opened up still more realistic paths toward it. It will be a very great mistake
to underestimate the significance of the victory of World War II.

Since the victory of World War II, U.S. imperialism and its running dogs
in various countries have taken the place of fascist Germany, Italy and Japan
and are frantically preparing a new world war and menacing the whole world;
this reflects the utter decay of the capitalist world and its fear of imminent
doom. This enemy still has strength; therefore, all the revolutionary forces of
each country must unite, and the revolutionary forces of all countries must
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likewise unite, must form an anti-imperialist united front headed by the Soviet
Union and follow correct policies; otherwise, victory will be impossible. This
enemy has a weak and fragile foundation, he is disintegrating internally, he is
alienated from the people, he is confronted with inextricable economic crises;
therefore, he can be defeated. It will be a very great mistake to overestimate
the enemy’s strength and underestimate the strength of the revolutionary
forces.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, tremendous
victories have now been won in the great Chinese people’s democratic
revolution directed against the frenzied aggression of U.S. imperialism in
China and against the traitorous, dictatorial and reactionary Kuomintang
government that has been slaughtering the Chinese people by civil war. During
the two years from July 1946 to June 1948, the People’s Liberation Army led
by the Communist Party of China beat back the attacks of 4,300,000 troops
of the reactionary Kuomintang government and went over from the defensive
to the offensive. During those two years of fighting (not including develop-
ments since July 1948), the People’s Liberation Army captured and wiped out
-2,640,000 Kuomintang troops. China’s Liberated Areas now cover 2,350,000
square kilometers, or 24.5 percent of the country’s 9,597,000 square kilome-
ters; they have a population of 168 million, or 35.3 percent of the country’s
475 million; and they contain 586 cities and towns, or 29 percent of the 2,009
in the whole country. Because our Party has resolutely led the peasants to carry
out the reform of the land system, the land problem has been thoroughly
solved in areas with a population of about 100 million, and the land of the
landlords and old-type rich peasants has been more or less equally distributed
among the peasants, primarily among the poor peasants and farm laborers.
The membership of the Communist Party of China has grown from 1,210,000
in 1945 to 3,000,000 today. The task of the Communist Party of China is to
unite the revolutionary forces of the whole country to drive out the aggressive
forces of U.S. imperialism, overthrow the reactionary rule of the Kuomintang -
and establish a united, democratic people’s republic. We know that there are
still many difficulties ahead. But we are not afraid of them. We believe that
difficulties must be and can be overcome.

The radiance of the October Revolution shines upon us. The long-
suffering Chinese people must win their liberation, and they firmly believe
they can. Always isolated in the past, China’s revolutionary struggle no longer
feels isolated since the victory of the October Revolution. We enjoy the
support of the Communist Parties and the working class of the world. This
point was understood by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, forerunner of the Chinese revolu-
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tion, who established the policy of alliance with the Soviet Union against
imperialism. On his death-bed he wrote a letter to the Soviet Union as part of
his testament. It is the Chiang Kai-shek bandit gang of the Kuomintang that
is betraying Sun Yat-sen’s policy, standing on the side of the imperialist
counterrevolutionary front and opposing the people of their own country. But
before long, people will witness the complete destruction of the whole
reactionary regime of the Kuomintang by the Chinese people. The Chinese
people are brave, so is the Communist Party of China, and they are determined
to liberate all China.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



WE SHOULD INCLUDE A DIRECT U.S. MILITARY
INTERVENTION IN OUR BATTLE PLAN*

(January 8, 1949)

In our battle plan we have all along taken into account the possibility of
direct U.S. military occupation of some of China’s coastal cities and the
United States fighting with us. We should not yet discard such calculation lest
we become at a loss in such an eventuality. But the stronger and more
determined the Chinese people’s revolutionary forces are, the less the possibil-
ity of a direct U.S. military intervention, and collaterally maybe the less U.S.
financial and arms aid to the Kuomintang. Over the past year, especially the
last three months, this point has been proved by the vacillation and certain
changes in the attitude of the U.S. government. We must continue to point
out and rectify the wrong view among the Chinese people and in our Party
that overestimates the strength of U.S. imperialism.

(From the original manuscript)

* These are excerpts from “The Present Situation and the Party’s Tasks in 1949,” an
inner-Party directive drafted by Mao Zedong for the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China.
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NO INTERFERENCE IN CHINA’S INTERNAL
AFFAIRS IS PERMISSIBLE BY
ANY FOREIGN COUNTRY
OR THE UNITED NATIONS*

(January 19, 1949)

Foreign Relations. We shall not recognize the embassies, legations and
consulates together with their diplomatic establishments and personnel, of
the capitalist countries that have been recognized by the Kuomintang
government, until and unless formal diplomatic relations are established by
the People’s Republic of China with those countries, but treat their per-
sonnel only as foreign nationals, whom we should effectively protect. The
military attachés of these countries should be treated in the same way as
those diplomatic personnel. However, the U.S. military attachés should be
kept under military observation and allowed no freedom, since they have
given direct help to the Kuomintang in waging the civil war. As for the
embassies and consulates of the Soviet Union and the New Democracies,
and their diplomatic establishments and personnel, we should adopt a
fundamentally different attitude toward them, since their foreign policies
differ basically from those of the capitalist countries. Nevertheless, since
our people’s state has not yet established formal diplomatic relations with
them, or with any other foreign countries up to now, we shall maintain
only informal diplomatic contacts with their diplomatic establishments in
China and with their military attachés.

* These two paragraphs were added by Mao Zedong to the CPC Central Committee’s
“Instruction on the Work of Foreign Affairs’ after he went over it.
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I

Last and most important, no interference in China’s internal affairs is
permissible by any foreign country or the United Nations. Since China is an
independent nation, all matters within the boundaries of China should be
settled by the Chinese people themselves and the People’s Government. We
must utterly reject any foreigners’ suggestion for foreign governments to
mediate in China’s civil war.

(From the original manuscript)



SYSTEMATICALLY AND COMPLETELY DESTROY
IMPERIALIST DOMINATION IN CHINA*

(March 5, 1949)

Old China was a semi-colonial country under imperialist domination.
Thoroughly anti-imperialist in character, the Chinese people’s democratic
revolution has incurred the bitter hatred of the imperialists who have done
their utmost to help the Kuomintang. This has aroused the Chinese people to
even deeper indignation against the imperialists and deprived them of their
!ast shred of prestige among the Chinese people. At the same time the whole
imperialist system is very much weakened after World War II, while the
strength of the world anti-imperialist front headed by the Soviet Union’is
greater than ever before. In these circumstances, we can and should adopt a
policy of systematically and completely destroying imperialist domination in
China. This imperialist domination manifests itself in the political, economic
and cultural fields. In each city or place where the Kuomintang troops are
wiped out and the Kuomintang government is overthrown, imperialist political
domination is overthrown with it, and so is imperialist economic and cultural
domination. But the economic and cultural establishments run directly by the
imperialists are still there, and so are the diplomatic personnel and the
journalists recognized by the Kuomintang. We must deal with all these
properly in their order of urgency. Refuse to recognize the legal status of any
foreign diplomatic establishments and personnel of the Kuomintang period,

* This is part of a report by Mao Zedong to the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China. Before and after this session, Mao
Zedong set forth two important principles for China’s foreign affairs: “‘set up another
kxtchen.” and “clean up the house before inviting the guests.” On April 30, 1952, in
?‘ddrc:ssmg a meeting of Chinese envoys to foreign countries, Zhou Enlai explained that

setting up another kitchen” means nonrecognition of the old diplomatic relations between

the Knomintang government and foreign countries, and establishment of new diplomatic

_ relations with foreign countries on a new basis. He added, “The imperialists want to retain

some of their privileges in China.... We need to clean up our ‘house’ before establishing
diplomatic relations, ‘clean up the house before inviting the guests’.”
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refuse to recognize all the treasonable treaties of the Kuomintang period,
abolish all imperialist propaganda agencies in China, take immediate control
of foreign trade and reform the customs system—these are the first steps we
must take upon entering the big cities. When they have acted thus, the Chinese
people will have stood up in the face of imperialism. As for the remaining
imperialist economic and cultural establishments, they can be allowed to exist
for the time being, subject to our supervision and control, to be dealt with by
us after country-wide victory. As for ordinary foreign nationals, their legiti-
mate interests will be protected and not encroached upon. As for the question
of the recognition of our country by the imperialist countries, we should not
be in a hurry to solve it now and need not be in a hurry to solve it even for
a fairly long period after country-wide victory. We are willing to establish
diplomatic relations with all countries on the principle of equality, but the
imperialists, who have always been hostile to the Chinese people, will defin-
itely not be in a hurry to treat us as equals. As long as the imperialist countries
do not change their hostile attitude, we shall not grant them legal status in
China. As for doing business with foreigners, there is no question; wherever
there is business to do, we shall do it and we have already started; the
businessmen of several capitalist countries are competing for such business. So
far as possible, we must first of all trade with the socialist and people’s
democratic countries; at the same time we will also trade with capitalist

countries.
(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



PROTECT THE LIVES AND PROPERTY
OF FOREIGN NATIONALS*

(April 25, 1949)

Protect the lives and property of foreign nationals. It is hoped that all
foreign nationals will follow their usual pursuits and observe order. All foreign
nationals must abide by the orders and decrees of the People’s Liberation Army
and the People’s Government and must not engage in espionage, act against
the cause of China’s national independence and the people’s liberation, or
harbor Chinese war criminals, counterrevolutionaries or other law-breakers.
Otherwise, they shall be dealt with according to law by the People’s Liberation
Army and the People’s Government.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)

* This is one of the eight points of a covenant to be abided by all announced in the
“Proclamation of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army” drafted by Mao Zedong.
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WE MAY CONSIDER ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES
AND BRITAIN IF THEY SEVER TIES
WITH THE KUOMINTANG*

(April 28, 1949)

We should stress the importance of educating our troops to protect
American and British nationals (and nationals of other foreign countries) and
the ambassadors, ministers, consuls and other diplomatic personnel of all
foreign countries, in the first place, American and British diplomats. The U.S.
side has, through a third party, requested the establishment of diplomatic
relations with us, and Britain, too, is eager to do business with us. We think
we can consider establishing diplomatic relations with the United States and
Britain if they sever relations with the Kuomintang. Deng, Rao, Chen and
Liu* please pay attention to this matter.

(From the original manuscript)

* This is part of a telegram to Deng Xiaoping, Liu Bocheng and Chen Yi, written by
Mao Zedong for the Military Commission of the Central Committee of the Communist Party

of China.
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ON THE OUTRAGES BY BRITISH WARSHIPS*
—STATEMENT BY THE SPOKESMAN OF
THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF
THE CHINESE PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY*

(April 30, 1949)

We denounce the preposterous statement of the warmonger Churchill.*
In the British House of Commons on April 26, Churchill demanded that the
British government should send two aircraft carriers to the Far East for
“effective power of retaliation.” What are you “retaliating” for, Mr. Chur-
chill? British warships together with Kuomintang warships intruded into the
defense area of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army and fired on the People’s
Liberation Army, causing no less than 252 casualties among our loyal and
gallant fighters. Since the British have trespassed on Chinese territory and
committed so great a crime, the People’s Liberation Army has good reason to
demand that the British government admit its wrongdoing, apologize and
make compensation. Isn’t this what you should do, instead of dispatching
forces to China to “retaliate” against the Chinese People’s Liberation Army?
Prime Minister Attlee’s statement is also wrong.*? Britain, he said, has the right
to send her warships into China’s Yangtze River. The Yangtze is an inland
waterway of China. What right have you British to send in your warships?
You have no such right. The Chinese people will defend their territory and
sovereignty and absolutely will not permit encroachment by foreign govern-
ments. Attlee said that the People’s Liberation Army “would be prepared to
allow the ship [the Amethyst] to proceed to Nanjing but only on condition that
she should assist the People’s Liberation Army to cross the Yangtze.” Attlee
lied. The People’s Liberation Army gave no permission to the Amethyst to

* This statement was drafted by Mao Zedong for the spokesman of the General
Headquarters of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. It expressed the solemn stand of the
Chinese people who fear no threats and resolutely oppose imperialist aggression; it also set
forth the foreign policy of the new China which was soon to be established.

66



ON THE OUTRAGES BY BRITISH WARSHIPS 67

proceed to Nanjing. The People’s Liberation Army does not want the armed
forces of any foreign country to help it cross the Yangtze or to do anything
else. On the contrary, the People’s Liberation Army demands that Britain, the
United States and France quickly withdraw their armed forces—their warships,
military aircraft and marines stationed in the Yangtze and Huangpu rivers and
other parts of China—from China’s territorial inland waters, seas, land and
air and that they refrain from helping the enemy of the Chinese people to
wage civil war. The Chinese People’s Revolutionary Military Commission and
the People’s Government have so far not established diplomatic relations with
any foreign government. The Chinese People’s Revolutionary Military Com-
mission and the People’s Government will protect those foreign nationals in
China who are engaged in legitimate pursuits. They are willing to consider the
establishment of diplomatic relations with foreign countries; such relations
must be based on equality, mutual benefit, mutual respect for sovereignty and
territorial integrity and, first of all, on no help being given to the Kuomintang
reactionaries. They will tolerate no act of intimidation by any foreign
government. A foreign government which wishes to consider establishing
diplomatic relations with us must sever relations with the remnant Kuomintang
forces and withdraw its armed forces from China. Attlee complained that the
Communist Party of China, having no diplomatic relations with foreign
countries, was unwilling to have contacts with the old diplomatic personnel of
foreign governments (consuls recognized by the Kuomintang). Such com-
plaints are groundless. In the past few years, the governments of the United
States, Britain, Canada, etc. have helped the Kuomintang to oppose us. Can
Mr. Attlee have forgotten this? Can it also be that Mr. Attlee does not know
which country gave the Kuomintang the Chongqing, the heavy cruiser®® which
was recently sunk?

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



POINTS OF ATTENTION FOR HUANG HUA
IN HIS TALK WITH JOHN LEIGHTON STUART*

(May 10, 1949)

(1) Huang Hua* may meet with John Leighton Stuarts for the purpose
of detecting the intentions of the U.S. government. (2) At the meeting Huang
Hua is to listen more to Stuart’s remarks and make few comments of his own,
any comments to be based on Li Tao’s statement.* (3) In your telegram the
sentence “Empty words are of no avail, and the United States is required first
to do more things beneficial to the Chinese people” is defective; you should,
in accordance with Li Tao’s statement, say that no foreign country is allowed
to interfere in China’s internal affairs, that in the past the United States has
interfered in China’s internal affairs by helping the Kuomintang wage the civil
war, and that this policy must stop. Instead of generally asking the United
States to do more things beneficial to the Chinese people, you should say that
if the U.S. government will consider the establishment of diplomatic relations
with us, it must stop all its actions helping the Kuomintang and sever its ties
with the remaining reactionary forces of the Kuomintang. The way you put it
may give Americans the impression that the Chinese Communist Party also
wishes to get U.S. aid. Our demand now is that the United States stop its help
to the Kuomintang, sever its ties with the remaining forces of the Kuomintang
and never again interfere in China’s internal affairs; it is not asking the United
States to do “things beneficial to the Chinese people,” not to mention “more
things beneficial ta the Chinese people.” The last quotation seems to imply
that the U.S. government has already done some things beneficial to the
Chinese people, but not quite enough, so it is necessary to ask it to do “more.”
This is where the inappropriateness lies. (4) In talking with Stuart, you sl;ould
state that the talk is informal, because the two sides have not yet established
diplomatic relations. (5) Prior to the talk, the Municipal Party Committee
should have a discussion with Huang Hua. (6) If Stuart assumes a friendly

* This is a telegram sent in reply to the Nanjing Municipal Committee of the
Communist Party of China and written by Mao Zedong for the Party Central Committee.
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attitude in the talk, Huang Hua should reciprocate with proper friendliness,
but not show excessive enthusiasm; a solemn and polite attitude should be
adopted. (7) Huang Hua should not reject Stuart’s wish as conveyed by Fu
Jingbo,¥ of continuing to be ambassador for negotiations with us and for

revision of the commercial treaty.
(From the original manuscript)



THE CHINESE PEOPLE WISH TO HAVE
FRIENDLY COOPERATION WITH
THE PEOPLE OF ALL COUNTRIES*

(June 15, 1949)

This is a victory for the people of all China, and also a victory for the
peoples of the whole world. The whole world, except the imperialists and the
reactionaries in various countries, is elated and inspired by this great victory
of the Chinese people. The struggle of the Chinese people against their own
enemies and the struggles of the peoples of the world against their own enemies
have the same meaning. The people of China and the peoples of the world
have all witnessed the fact that the imperialists have directed the Chinese
reactionaries ruthlessly to oppose the Chinese people by means of a counter-
revolutionary war and that the Chinese people have triumphantly overthrown
the reactionaries by means of a revolutionary war.

Here, I think it is necessary to call people’s attention to the fact that the
imperialists and their running dogs, the Chinese reactionaries, will not resign
themselves to defeat in this land of China. They will continue to gang up
against the Chinese people in every possible way. For example, they will
smuggle their agents into China to sow dissension and make trouble. That is
certain; they will never neglect these activities. To take another example, they
will incite the Chinese reactionaries, and even throw in their own forces, to
blockade China’s ports. They will do this as long as it is possible. Furthermore,
if they still hanker after adventures, they will send some of their troops to
invade and harass China’s frontiers; this, too, is not impossible. All this we
must take fully into account. Just because we have won victory, we must never
relax our vigilance against the frenzied plots for revenge by the imperialists
and their running dogs. Whoever relaxes vigilance will disarm himself politi-
cally and land himself in a passive position. In view of these circumstances,

* These are excerpts from Mao Zedong’s address to a preparatory meeting for the New
Political Consultative Conference.
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the people all over the country must unite to smash resolutely, thoroughly,
wholly and completely every plot against the Chinese people by the imperial-
ists and their running dogs, the Chinese reactionaries. China must be inde-
pendent, China must be liberated, China’s affairs must be decided and run by
the Chinese people themselves, and no further interference, not even the
slightest, will be tolerated from any imperialist country.

The Chinese revolution is a revolution of the broad masses of the whole
nation. Everybody is our friend, except the imperialists, the feudalists and the
bureaucrat-capitalists, the Kuomintang reactionaries and their accomplices. We
have a broad and solid revolutionary united front. This united front is so broad
that it includes the working class, the peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie
and the national bourgeoisie. This united front is so solid that it possesses the
resolute will and the inexhaustible capacity to defeat every enemy and
overcome every difficulty. The epoch we are living in is an epoch in which
the imperialist system is heading for total collapse, the imperialists have fallen
inextricably into crisis and, no matter how they continue to oppose the
Chinese people, the Chinese people will always have a way to win final victory.

At the same time, we proclaim to the whole world that what we oppose
is exclusively the imperialist system and its plots against the Chinese people.
We are willing to discuss with any foreign government the establishment of
diplomatic relations on the basis of the principles of equality, mutual benefit
and mutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, provided it is
willing to sever relations with the Chinese reactionaries, stops conspiring with
them or helping them and adopts an attitude of genuine, and not hypocritical,
friendship toward People’s China. The Chinese people wish to have friendly
cooperation with the people of all countries and to resume and expand
international trade in order to develop production and promote economic
prosperity.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



UNITE WITH THOSE NATIONS OF THE WORLD
WHICH TREAT US AS EQUALS AND WITH
THE PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES*

(June 30, 1949)

The vanguard of the Chinese proletariat learned Marxism-Leninism after the
October Revolution and founded the Communist Party of China. It entered at
once into political struggles and only now, after a tortuous course of 28 years, has
it won basic victory. From our 28 years’ experience we have drawn a conclusion
similar to the one Sun Yat-sen drew in his testament from his “experience of 40
years”; that is, we are deeply convinced that to win victory, “‘we must arouse the
masses of the people and unite in a common struggle with those nations of the
world which treat us as equals.”” Sun Yat-sen had a world outlook different from
ours and started from a different class standpoint in studying and tackling
problems; yet, in the 1920s he reached a conclusion basically the same as ours on
the question of how to struggle against imperialism.

Twenty-four years have passed since Sun Yat-sen’s death, and the Chinese
revolution, led by the Communist Party of China, has made tremendous
advances both in theory and practice and has radically changed the face of
China. Up to now the principal and fundamental experience the Chinese
people have gained is twofold: :

(1) Internally, arouse the masses of the people. That is, unite the
working class, the peasantry, the urban petty bourgeoisie and the national
bourgeoisie, form a domestic united front under the leadership of the
working class, and advance from this to the establishment of a state which
is a people’s democratic dictatorship under the leadership of the working
class and based on the alliance of workers and peasants.

(2) Externally, unite in a common struggle with those nations of the
world which treat us as equals and with the peoples of all countries. That

* These are excerpts from Mao Zedong’s article “On the People’s Democratic Dicta-
torship.”
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is, ally ourselves with the Soviet Union, with the People’s Democracies
and with the proletariat and the broad masses of the people in all other
countries, and form an international united front.

“You are leaning to one side.” Exactly. The 40 years’ experience of Sun
Yat-sen and the 28 years’ experience of the Communist Party have taught us
to lean to one side, and we are firmly convinced that in order to win victory
and consolidate it we must lean to one side. In the light of the experiences
accumulated in these 40 years and these 28 years, all Chinese without
exception must lean either to the side of imperialism or to the side of socialism.
Sitting on the fence will not do, nor is there a third road. We oppose the
Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries who lean to the side of imperialism, and we also
oppose the illusions about a third road.*

“You are too irritating.” We are talking about how to deal with domestic
and foreign reactionaries, the imperialists and their running dogs, not about
how to deal with anyone else. With regard to such reactionaries, the question
of irritating them or not does not arise. Irritated or not irritated, they will
remain the same because they are reactionaries. Only if we draw a clear line
between reactionaries and revolutionaries, expose the intrigues and plots of the
reactionaries, arouse the vigilance and attention of the revolutionary ranks,
heighten our will to fight and crush the enemy’s arrogance can we isolate the
reactionaries, vanquish them or supersede them. We must not show the
slightest timidity before a wild beast. We must learn from Wu Song* on
Jingyang Ridge. As Wu Song saw it, the tiger on Jingyang Ridge was a
man-cater, whether irritated or not. Either kill the tiger or be eaten by him
—one or the other.

“We want to do business.” Quite right, business will be done. We are
against no one except the domestic and foreign reactionaries who hinder us
from doing business. Everybody should know that it is none other than the
imperialists and their running dogs, the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries, who
hinder us from doing business and also from establishing diplomatic relations
with foreign countries. When we have beaten the internal and external
reactionaries by uniting all domestic and international forces, we shall be able
to do business and establish diplomatic relations with all foreign countries on
the basis of equality, mutual benefit and mutual respect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty.

“Victory is possible even without international help.” This is a mistaken
idea. In the epoch in which imperialism exists, it is impossible for a genuine
people’s revolution to win victory in any country without various forms of
help from the international revolutionary forces, and even if victory were won,
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it could not be consolidated. This was the case with the victory and consoli-
dation of the great October Revolution, as Lenin and Stalin told us long ago.
This was also the case with the overthrow of the three imperialist powers in
World War II and the establishment of the People’s Democracies. And this is
also the case with the present and the future of People’s China. Just imagine!
If the Soviet Union had not existed, if there had been no victory in the
anti-fascist Second World War, if Japanese imperialism had not been defeated,
if the People’s Democracies had not come into being, if the oppressed nations
of the East were not rising in struggle and if there were no struggle of the
masses of the people against their reactionary rulers in the United States,
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and other capitalist countries—if not
for all these in combination, the international reactionary forces bearing down
upon us would certainly be many times greater than now. In such circum-
stances, could we have won victory? Obviously not. And even with victory,
there could be no consolidation. The Chinese people have had more than
enough experience in this regard. This experience was reflected long ago in
Sun Yat-sen’s death-bed statement on the necessity of uniting with the
international revolutionary forces.

“We need help from the British and U.S. governments.” This, too, is a
naive idea in these times. Would the present rulers of Britain and the United
States, who are imperialists, help a people’s state? Why do these countries do
business with us and, supposing they might be willing to lend us money on
terms of mutual benefit in the future, why would they do so? Because their
capitalists want to make money and their bankers want to earn interest to
extricate themselves from their own crisis—it is not a matter of helping the
Chinese people. The Communist Parties and progressive groups in these
countries are urging their governments to establish trade and even diplomatic
relations with us. This is goodwill, this is help, this cannot be mentioned in
the same breath with the conduct of the bourgeoisie in the same countries.
Throughout his life, Sun Yat-sen appealed countless times to the capitalist
countries for help and got nothing but heartless rebuffs. Only once in his
whole life did Sun Yat-sen receive foreign help, and that was Soviet help. Let
readers refer to Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s testament; his earnest advice was not to look
for help from the imperialist countries but to “unite with those nations of the
world which treat us as equals.” Dr. Sun had experience; he had suffered, he
had been deceived. We should remember his words and not allow ourselves to
be deceived again. Internationally, we belong to the side of the anti-imperialist
front headed by the Soviet Union, and so we can turn only to this side for
genuine and friendly help, not to the side of the imperialist front.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



CAST AWAY ILLUSIONS, PREPARE
FOR STRUGGLE*

(August 14, 1949)

It is no accident that the U.S. State Department’s White Paper on U.S.
relations with China and Secretary of State Acheson’s Letter of Transmittal to
President Truman®® have been released at this time. The publication of these
documents reflects the victory of the Chinese people and the defeat of
imperialism, it reflects the decline of the entire world system of imperialism.
The imperialist system is riddled with insuperable internal contradictions, and
therefore the imperialists are plunged into deep gloom.

Imperialism has prepared the conditions for its own doom. These condi-
tions are the awakening of the great masses of the people in the colonies and
semi-colonies and in the imperialist countries themselves. Imperialism has
pushed the great masses of the people throughout the world into the historical
epoch of the great struggle to abolish imperialism.

Imperialism has prepared the material as well as the moral conditions for
the struggle of the great masses of the people.

The material conditions are factories, railways, firearms, artillery, and the
like. Most of the powerful equipment of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
comes from U.S. imperialism, some comes from Japanese imperialism and
some is of our own manufacture.

The British aggression against China in 1840%' was followed by the wars
of aggression against China by the Anglo-French allied forces,’? by France,5
by Japan,* and by the allied forces of the eight powers (Britain, France, Japan,
tsarist Russia, Germany, the United States, Italy and Austria);* by the war
between Japan and tsarist Russia on Chinese territory;> by Japan’s war of
aggression against China in China’s northeast, which began in 1931;% by
Japan’s war of aggression against all China, which began in 1937 and lasted

* This article and the one that follows, “Farewgll, Leighton Stuart!” were two among
the commentaries written by Mao Zedong for the Xinhua News Agency on the U.S. State
Department’s White Paper and Dean Acheson’s Letter of Transmittal.
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eight long years; and, finally, by the latest war of aggression against the
Chinese people, which has gone on for three years, waged to all appearances
by Chiang Kai-shek but in reality by the United States. As stated in Acheson’s
Letter, the United States in this last war has given the Kuomintang government
material aid to the value of “more than 50 percent” of the latter’s “monetary
expenditures” and “furnished the Chinese armies” (meaning the Kuomintang
armies ) with “military supplies.” It is a war in which the United States supplies
the money and guns and Chiang Kai-shek supplies the men to fight for the
United States and slaughter the Chinese people. All these wars of aggression,
together with political, economic and cultural aggression and oppression, have
caused the Chinese to hate imperialism, made them stop and think, ‘“What is
all this about?”” and compelled them to bring their revolutionary spirit into
full play and become united through struggle. They fought, failed, fought
again, failed again and fought again and accumulated 109 years of experience,
accumulated the experience of hundreds of struggles, great and small, military
and political, economic and cultural, with bloodshed and without bloodshed
—and only then won today’s basic victory. These are the moral conditions
without which the revolution could not be victorious.

To serve the needs of its aggression, imperialism created the comprador
system and bureaucrat-capital in China. Imperialist aggression stimulated
China’s social economy, brought about changes in it and created the opposites
of imperialism—the national industry and national bourgeoisie of China, and
especially the Chinese proletariat working in enterprises run directly by the
imperialists, those run by bureaucrat-capital and those run by the national
bourgeoisie. To serve the needs of its aggression, imperialism ruined the
Chinese peasants by exploiting them through the exchange of unequal values
and thereby created great masses of poor peasants, numbering hundreds of
_millions and comprising 70 per cent of China’s rural population. To serve the
needs of its aggression, imperialism created for China millions of big and small
intellectuals of a new type, differing from the old type of literatus or
scholar-bureaucrat. But imperialism and its running dogs, the reactionary
governments of China, could control only a part of these intellectuals and
finally only a handful, such as Hu Shi,* Fu Sinian®® and Qian Mu;% all the
rest got out of control and turned against them. Students, teachers, professors,
technicians, engineers, doctors, scientists, writers, artists and government
employees, all are revolting against or parting company with the Kuomintang.
The Communist Party is the party of the poor and is described in the
Kuomintang’s widespread, all-pervasive propaganda as a band of people who
commit murder and arson, who rape and loot, who reject history and culture,
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renounce the motherland, have no filial piety or respect for teachers and are
impervious to all reason, who practice community of property and of women
and employ the military tactics of the “human sea”—in short, a horde of
fiendish monsters who perpetrate every conceivable crime and are unpardon-
ably wicked. But strangely enough, it is this very horde that has won the
support of several hundred million people, including the majority of the
intellectuals, and especially the student youth.

Part of the intellectuals still want to wait and see. They think: the
Kuomintang is no good and the Communist Party is not necessarily good
either, so we had better wait and see. Some support the Communist Party in
words, but in their hearts they are waiting to see. They are the very people
who have illusions about the United States. They are unwilling to draw a
distinction between the U.S. imperialists, who are in power, and the American
people, who are not. They are easily duped by the honeyed words of the U.S.
imperialists, as though these imperialists would deal with People’s China on
the basis of equality and mutual benefit without a stern, long struggle. They
still have ‘many reactionary, that is to say, anti-popular, ideas in their heads,
but they are not Kuomintang reactionaries. They are the middle-of-the-roaders
or the right-wingers in People’s China. They are the supporters of what
Acheson calls “democratic individualism.” The deceptive maneuvers of the
Achesons still have a flimsy social base in China.

Acheson’s White Paper admits that the U.S. imperialists are at a complete
loss as to what to do about the present situation in China. The Kuomintang
is so impotent that no amount of help can save it from inevitable doom; the
U.S. imperialists are losing grip over things and feel helpless. Acheson says in
his Letter of Transmittal:

The unfortunate but inescapable fact is that the ominous result of the
civil war in China was beyond the control of the government of the
United States. Nothing that this country did or could have done within
the reasonable limits of its capabilities could have changed that result;
nothing that was left undone by this country has contributed to it. It was
the product of internal Chinese forces, forces which this country tried to
influence but could not.

According to logic, Acheson’s conclusion should be, as some muddle-
headed Chinese intellectuals think or say, to act like “the butcher who lays
down his knife and at once becomes a Buddha” or “The robber who has a
change of heart and becomes a virtuous man,” that is, he should treat People’s
China on the basis of equality and mutual benefit and stop making trouble.
But no, says Acheson, trouble-making will continue, and definitely so. Will
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there be any result? There will, says he. On what group of people will he rely?
On the supporters of “democratic individualism.” Says Acheson:

... ultimately the profound civilization and the democratic indivi-
dualism of China will reassert themselves and she will throw off the
foreign yoke. I consider that we should encourage all developments in
China which now and in the future work toward this end.

How different is the logic of the imperialists from that of the people!
Make trouble, fail, make trouble again, fail again ... till their doom; that is
the logic of the imperialists and all reactionaries the world over in dealing with
the people’s cause, and they will never go against this logic. This is a Marxist
law. When we say “imperialism is ferocious,” we mean that its nature will
never change, that the imperialists will never lay down their butcher knives,
that they will never become Buddhas, till their doom.

Fight, fail, fight again, fail again, fight again ... till their victory; that is
the logic of the people, and they too will never go against this logic. This is
another Marxist law. The Russian people’s revolution followed this law, and
so has the Chinese people’s revolution.

Classes struggle, some classes triumph, others are eliminated. Such is
history, such is the history of civilization for thousands of years. To interpret
history from this viewpoint is historical materialism; standing in opposition
to this viewpoint is historical idealism.

The method of self-criticism can be applied only within the ranks of the
people; it is impossible to persuade the imperialists and the Chinese reaction-
aries to show kindness of heart and turn from their evil ways. The only course
is to organize forces and struggle against them, as in our People’s War of
Liberation and the agrarian revolution, to expose the imperialists, “‘irritate”
them, overthrow them, punish them for offenses against the law and “allow
them only to behave themselves and not to be unruly in word or deed.”’s! Only
then will there be any hope of dealing with imperialist foreign countries on
the basis of equality and mutual benefit. Only then will there be any hope that
those landlords, bureaucrat-capitalists, members of the reactionary Kuomin-
tang clique and their accomplices, who have laid down their arms and
surrendered, can be given education for transforming the bad into the good
and be transformed, as far as possible, into good people. Many Chinese liberals
—the old-type democratic elements, i.e., the supporters of “democratic
individualism,” whom Truman, Marshall,®? Acheson, Leighton Stuart® and
the like count on and have been trying to win over—often find themselves in
a passive position and are often wrong in their judgements on the U.S. rulers,
on the Kuomintang, on the Soviet Union and also on the Communist Party .
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of China. The reason is precisely that they do not look at, or disapprove of
looking at, problems from the standpoint of historical materialism.

It is the duty of progressives—the Communists, members of the demo-
cratic parties, politically conscious workers, the student youth and progressive
intellectuals—to unite with the intermediate strata, middle-of-the-roaders and
backward elements of various strata, with all those in People’s China who are
still wavering and hesitating (these people will waver for a long time to come
and, even after they have once become steady, will waver again as soon as they
meet difficulties), give them sincere help, criticize their wavering character,
educate them, win them over to the side of the masses, prevent them from
being pulled over by the imperialists and tell them to cast away illusions and
prepare for struggle. Let no one think that there is no more work to do now
that victory is won. We still have to work, to do a great deal of patient work,
before we can truly win these people over. When they are won over,
imperialism will be entirely isolated, and Acheson will no longer be able to
play any of his tricks.

The slogan, “Prepare for struggle,” is addressed to those who still cherish
certain illusions about the relations between China and the imperialist coun-
tries, especially between China and the United States. On this matter, they are
still passive, their minds are still not made up, they are still not determined
to wage a long struggle against U.S. (and British) imperialism because they
still have illusions about the United States. There is still a very wide, or fairly
wide, gap between these people and ourselves on this question.

The publication of the U.S. White Paper and Acheson’s Letter of
Transmittal is worthy of celebration, because it is a bucket of cold water and
a loss of face for those who have ideas of the old type of democracy or
democratic individualism, who do not approve of, or do not quite approve of,
or are dissatisfied with, or are somewhat dissatisfied with, or even resent,
people’s democracy, or democratic collectivism, or democratic centralism, or
collective heroism, or internationalist patriotism—but who still have patriotic
feelings and are not Kuomintang reactionaries. It is a bucket of cold water
particularly for those who believe that everything American is good and hope
that China will model herself on the United States.

Acheson openly declares that the Chinese democratic individualists will
be “encouraged” to throw off the so-called “foreign yoke.” That is to say, he
calls for the overthrow of Marxism-Leninism and the people’s democratic
dictatorship led by the Communist Party of China. For this “ism* and this
system, it is alleged, are “foreign,” with no roots in China, imposed on the
Chinese by the German, Karl Marx (who died 66 years ago), and the Russians,
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Lenin (who died 25 years ago) and Stalin (who is still alive); this “ism’ and
this system, moreover, are downright bad, because they advocate the class
struggle, the overthrow of imperialism, etc.; hence they must be got rid of. In
this connection, it is alleged, ““the democratic individualism of China will
reassert itself”’ with the “encouragement” of President Truman, the backstage
Commander-in-Chief Marshall, Secretary of State Acheson (the charming
foreign mandarin responsible for the publication of the White Paper) and
Ambassador Leighton Stuart who has scampered off. Acheson and his like
think they are giving “encouragement,” but those Chinese democratic indivi-
dualists who still have patriotic feelings, even though they believe in the
United States, may quite possibly feel this is a bucket of cold water thrown on
them and a loss of face; for instead of dealing with the authorities of the
Chinese people’s democratic dictatorship in the proper way, Acheson and his
like are doing this filthy work and, what is more, they have openly published
it. What a loss of face! What a loss of face! To those who are patriotic,
"Acheson’s statement is no ‘“‘encouragement’ but an insult.

China is in the midst of a great revolution. All China is seething with
enthusiasm. The conditions are favorable for winning over and uniting with
all those who do not have a bitter and deep-seated hatred for the cause of the
people’s revolution, even though they have mistaken ideas. Progressives should
make use of the White Paper to explain things to all these persons.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)



FAREWELL, LEIGHTON STUART!

(August 18, 1949)

It is understandable that the date chosen for the publication of the U.S.
White Paper was August 5, a time when Leighton Stuart®® had departed from
Nanjing for Washington but had not yet arrived there, since Leighton Stuart
is a symbol of the complete defeat of the U.S. policy of aggression. Leighton
Stuart is an American born in China; he has fairly wide social connections
and spent many years running missionary schools in China; he once sat in a
Japanese gaol during the War of Resistance; he used to pretend to love both
the United States and China and was able to deceive quite a number of
Chinese. Hence, he was picked out by George C. Marshall,é was made U.S.
ambassador to China and became a celebrity in the Marshall group. In the eyes
of the Marshall group he had only one fault, namely, that the whole period
when he was ambassador to China as an exponent of their policy was the very
period in which that policy was utterly defeated by the Chinese people; that
was no small responsibility. It is only natural that the White Paper, which is
designed to evade this responsibility, should have been published at a time
when Leighton Stuart was on his way to Washington but had not yet arrived.

The war to turn China into a U.S. colony, a war in which the United
States of America supplies the money and guns and Chiang Kai-shek the men
to fight for the United States and slaughter the Chinese people, has been an
important component of the U.S. imperialist policy of world-wide aggression
since World War II. The U.S. policy of aggression has several targets. The
three main targets are Europe, Asia and the Americas. China, the center of
gravity in Asia, is a large country with a population of 475 million; by seizing
China, the United States would possess all of Asia. With its Asian front
consolidated, U.S. imperialism could concentrate its forces on attacking
Europe. U.S. imperialism considers its front in the Americas relatively secure.
These are the smug over-all calculations of the U.S. aggressors.

But in the first place, the American people and the peoples of the world
do not want war. Secondly, the attention of the United States has largely been
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absorbed by the awakening of the peoples of Europe, by the rise of the People’s
Democracies in Eastern Europe, and particularly by the towering presence of
the Soviet Union, this unprecendentedly powerful bulwark of peace bestriding
Europe and Asia, and by its strong resistance to the U.S. policy of aggression.
Thirdly, and this is most important, the Chinese people have awakened, and
the armed forces and the organized strength of the people under the leadership
of the Communist Party of China have become more powerful than ever
before. Consequently, the ruling clique of U.S. imperialism has been prevented
from adopting a policy of direct, large-scale armed attacks on China and
instead has pursued a policy of helping Chiang Kai-shek wage the civil war.

U.S. naval, ground and air forces did participate in the war in China.
There were U.S. naval bases in Qingdao, Shanghai and Taiwan. U.S. troops
were stationed in Beiping, Tianjin, Tangshan, Qinhuangdao, Qingdao, Shang-
hai and Nanjing. The U.S. air force controlled all of China’s air space and
took aerial photographs of all China’s strategic areas for military maps. At the
town of Anping near Beiping, at Jiutai near Changchun, at Tangshan and in
the Eastern Shandong Peninsula, U.S. soldiers and other military personnel
_ clashed with the People’s Liberation Army and on several occasions were
captured.®* Chennault’s air fleet took an extensive part in the civil war.*
Besides transporting troops for Chiang Kai-shek, the U.S. air force bombed
and sank the cruiser Chongging,** which had mutinied against the Kuomintang.
All these were acts of direct participation in the war, although they fell short
of an open declaration of war and were not large in scale, and although the
principal method of U.S. aggression was the large-scale supply of money,
munitions and advisers to help Chiang Kai-shek wage the civil war.

The use of this method by the United States was determined by the
objective situation in China and the rest of the world, and not by any lack of
desire on the part of the Truman%-Marshall group, the ruling clique of U.S.
imperialism, to launch direct aggression against China. Moreover, at the outset
of its help to Chiang Kai-shek in waging the civil war, a crude farce was staged
in which the United States appeared as mediator in the conflict between the
Kuomintang and the Communist Party; this was an attempt to soften up the
Communist Party of China, deceive the Chinese people and thus gain control
of all China without fighting. The peace negotiations failed, the deception fell
through and the curtain rose on the war.

Liberals or “democratic individualists” who cherish illusions about the
United States and have short memories! Please read Acheson’s® own words:

When peace came the United States was confronted with three
possible alternatives in China: (1) it could have pulled out lock, stock and
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barrel; (2) it could have intervened militarily on a major scale to assist
the nationalists to destroy the Communists; (3) it could, while assisting
the Nationalists to assert their authority over as much of China as
possible, endeavor to avoid a civil war by working for a compromise
between the two sides.

Why didn’t the United States adopt the first of these policies? Acheson
says:

The first alternative would, and I believe American public opinion at

the time so felt, have represented an abandonment of our international

responsibilities and of our traditional policy of friendship for China
before we had made a determined effort to be of assistance.

So that’s how things stand: the “international responsibilities® of the United
States and its “‘traditional policy of friendship for China® are nothing but
intervention against China. Intervention is called assuming international
responsibilities and showing friendship for China; as to non-intervention, it
simply won’t do. Here Acheson defiles U.S. public opinion; his is the “public
opinion” of Wall Street, not the public opinion of the American people.

Why didn’t the United States adopt the second of these policies? Acheson
says:

The second alternative policy, while it may look attractive theoreti-
cally and in retrospect, was wholly impracticable. The Nationalists had
been unable to destroy the Communists during the ten years before the
war. Now after the war the Nationalists were, as indicated above,
weakened, demoralized, and unpopular. They had quickly dissipated their
popular support and prestige in the areas liberated from the Japanese by
the conduct of their civil and military officials. The Communists on the
other hand were much stronger than they had ever been and were in
control of most of North China. Because of the ineffectiveness of the
Nationalist forces which was later to be tragically demonstrated, the
Communists probably could have been dislodged only by American arms.
It is obvious that the American people would not have sanctioned such a
colossal commitment of our armies in 1945 or later. We therefore came
to the third alternative policy....

What a splendid idea! The United States supplies the money and guns and
Chiang Kai-shek the men to fight for the United States and slaughter the
Chinese people, to “destroy the Communists” and turn China into a U.S.
colony, so that the United States may fulfill its “international responsibilities™
and carry out its “traditional policy of friendship for China.”
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Although the Kuomintang was corrupt and incompetent, “demoralized
and unpopular,” the United States nevertheless supplied it with money and
guns and made it fight. Direct armed intervention was all right, ““theoretical-
ly.” It also seems all right “in retrospect” to the rulers of the United States.
For direct armed intervention would really have been interesting and it might
“look attractive.” But it would not have worked in practice, for “it is obvious
that the American people: would not have sanctioned” it. Not that the
imperialist group of Truman, Marshall, Acheson and their like did not desire
it—they very much desired it—but the situation in China, in the United States
and in the world as a2 whole (a point Acheson does not mention) did not
permit it; they had to give up their preference and take the third way.

Let those Chinese who believe that ‘“‘victory is possible even without
international help” listen. Acheson is giving you a lesson. Acheson is a good
teacher, giving lessons free of charge, and he is telling the whole truth with
_ tireless zeal and great candor. The United States refrained from dispatching
large forces to attack China, not because the U.S. government didn’t want to,
but because it had worries. First worry: the Chinese people would oppose it,
and the U.S. government was afraid of getting hopelessly bogged down in a
quagmire. Second worry: the American people would oppose it, and so the
U.S. government dared not order mobilization. Third worry: the people of the
. Soviet Union, of Europe and of the rest of the world would oppose it, and the
U.S. government would face universal condemnation. Acheson’s charming
candor has its limits and he is unwilling to mention the third worry. The
reason is he is afraid of losing face before the Soviet Union, he is afraid that
the Marshall Plan®’ in Europe, which is already a failure despite pretences to
the contrary, may end dismally in total collapse.

Let those Chinese who are short-sighted, muddle-headed liberals or dem-
ocratic individualists listen. Acheson is giving you a lesson; he is a good teacher
for you. He has made a clean sweep of your fancied U.S. humanity, justice
and virtue. Isn’t that so? Can you find a trace of humanity, justice or virtue
in the White Paper or in Acheson’s Letter of Transmittal?

True, the United States has science and technology. But unfortunately
they are in the grip of the capitalists, not in the hands of the people, and are
used to exploit and oppress the people at home and to perpetrate aggression
and to slaughter people abroad. There is also “democracy” in the United
States. But unfortunately it is only another name for the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie by itself. The United States has plenty of money. But unfortun-
ately it is willing to give money only to the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries,
who are rotten to the core. The United States, it is said, is and will be quite
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willing to give money to its fifth column in China, but is unwilling to give it
to the ordinary run of liberals or democratic individualists, who are much too
bookish and do not know how to appreciate favors, and naturally it is even
more unwilling to give money to the Communists. Money may be given, but
only conditionally. What is the condition? Follow the United States. The
Americans bave sprinkled some relief flour in Beiping, Tianjin and Shanghai
to see who will stoop to pick it up. Like Jiang Taigong fishing, they have cast
the line for the fish who want to be caught. But he who swallows food handed
out in contempt will get a bellyache.é®

We Chinese have backbone. Many who were once liberals or democratic
individualists have stood up to the U.S. imperialists and their running dogs,
the Kuomintang reactionaries. Wen Yiduo®® rose to his full height and smote
the table, angrily faced the Kuomintang pistols and died rather than submit.
Zhu Ziqing,” though seriously ill, starved to death rather than accept U.S.
“relief food.” Han Yu”! of the Tang Dynasty wrote a “Eulogy of Bo Yi,”
praising a man with quite a few “democratic individualist® ideas, who shirked
his duty toward the people of his own country, deserted his post and opposed
the people’s war of liberation of that time, led by King Wu. He lauded the
wrong man. We should write eulogies of Wen Yiduo and Zhu Ziging who
demonstrated the heroic spirit of our nation.

What matter if we have to face some difficulties? Let them blockade us!
Let them blockade us for eight or ten years! By that time all of China’s
problems will have been solved. Will the Chinese cower before difficulties
when they are not afraid even of death? Lao Zi said, “The people fear not
death, why threaten them with it?*’”2 U.S. imperialism and its running dogs,
the Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries, have not only “threatened’’ us with death
but actually put many of us to death. Besides people like Wen Yiduo, they
have killed millions of Chinese in the last three years with U.S. carbines,
machine-guns, mortars, bazookas, howitzers, tanks and bombs dropped from
aeroplanes. This situation is now coming to an end. They have been defeated.
It is we who are going in to attack them, not they who are coming out to
attack us. They will soon be finished. True, the few problems left to us, such
as blockade, unemployment, famine, inflation and rising prices, are difficul-
ties, but we have already begun to breathe more easily than in the past three
years. We have come triumphantly through the ordeal of the last three years,
why can’t we overcome these few’difficulties of today? Why can’t we live
without the United States?

When the People’s Liberation Army crossed the Yangtze River, the U.S.
colonial government at Nanjing fled helter-skelter. Yet His Excellency Ambas-
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sador Stuart sat tight, watching wide-eyed, hoping to set up shop under a new
signboard and to reap some profit. But what did he see? Apart from the
People’s Liberation Army soldiers marching past, column after column, and
the workers, peasants and students rising in hosts, he saw something else—the
Chinese liberals or democratic individualists turning out in force, shouting
slogans and talking revolution together with the workers, peasants, soldiers and
students. In short, he was left out in the cold, “standing all alone, body and
shadow comforting each other.”””* There was nothing more for him to do, and
he had to take to the road, his briefcase under his arm.

There are still some intellectuals and other people in China who have
muddled ideas and illusions about the United States. Therefore we should
explain things to them, win them over, educate them and unite with them, so
they will come over to the side of the people and not fall into the snares set
by imperialism. But the prestige of U.S. imperialism among the Chinese
people is completely bankrupt, and the White Paper is a record of its
bankruptcy. Progressives should make good use of the White Paper to educate
the Chinese people.

Leighton Stuart has departed and the White Paper has arrived. Very good.
Very good. Both events are worth celebrating.

(From Selected Works of Mao Zedong, Vol. IV)




THE CHINESE PEOPLE HAVE STOOD UP!*

(September 21, 1949)

Fellow Delegates, we are all convinced that our work will go down in the
history of mankind, demonstrating that the Chinese people, comprising one
quarter of humanity, have now stood up. The Chinese have always been a
great, courageous and industrious nation; it is only in modern times that they
have fallen behind. And that was due entirely to oppression and exploitation
by foreign imperialism and domestic reactionary governments. For over a
century our forefathers never stopped waging unyielding struggles against
domestic and foreign oppressors, including the Revolution of 1911 led by Dr.
Sun Yat-sen, our great forerunner in the Chinese revolution. Our forefathers
enjoined us to carry out their unfulfilled will. And we have acted accordingly.
We have closed our ranks and defeated both domestic and foreign oppressors
through the People’s War of Liberation and the great people’s revolution, and
now we are proclaiming the founding of the People’s Republic of China. From
now on our nation will belong to the community of the peace-loving and
freedom-loving nations of the world and work courageously and industriocusly
to foster its own civilization and well-being and at the same time to promote
world peace and freedom. Ours will no longer be a nation subject to insult and
humiliation. We have stood up. Our revolution has won the sympathy and
acclaim of the people of all countries. We have friends all over the world.

Our revolutionary work is not completed, the People’s War of Liberation
and the people’s revolutionary movement are still forging ahead and we must
keep up our efforts. The imperialists and the domestic reactionaries will
certainly not take their defeat lying down; they will fight to the last ditch.
After there is peace and order throughout the country, they are sure to engage
in sabotage and create disturbances by one means or another and every day
and every minute they will try to stage a come-back. This is inevitable and
beyond all doubt, and under no circumstances must we relax our vigilance.

* This is the major part of the opening address delivered by Mao Zedong at the First
Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.
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Our state system, the people’s democratic dictatorship, is a powerful
weapon for safeguarding the fruits of victory of the people’s revolution and
for thwarting the plots of domestic and foreign enemies for restoration, and
this weapon we must firmly grasp. Internationally, we must unite with all
peace-loving and freedom-loving countries and peoples, and first of all with
the Soviet Union and the New Democracies, so that we shall not stand alone
in our struggle to safeguard these fruits of victory and to thwart the plots of
domestic and foreign enemies for restoration. As long as we persist in the
people’s democratic dictatorship and unite with our foreign friends, we shall
always be victorious.

The people’s democratic dictatorship and solidarity with our foreign
friends will enable us to accomplish our work of construction rapidly. We are
already confronted with the task of nation-wide economic reconstruction. We
have very favorable conditions: a population of 475 million people and a
territory of 9,600,000 square kilometers. There are indeed difficulties ahead,
and a great many too. But we firmly believe that by heroic struggle the people
of the country will surmount them all. The Chinese people have rich
experience in overcoming difficulties. If our forefathers, and we also, could
weather long years of extreme difficul