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Statement: of Chou En-lai^ Premier of the
State Council of the People's Republic

of China/ on the Situation in the
Taiwan Straits Area

On September 4, 1958, United States Secretary of State Dulles,
authorized by United States President Eisenhower, issued a statement
openly threatening to extend United States aggression in the Taiwan
Straits area against the People's Republic of China and carrying out
war provocation, thereby aggravating the tension in this area created
by the United States and seriously jeopardizing the peace of the Far
East and the world. Regarding this, I have been authorized by the
Government of the People's Republic of China to make the following
statement.

(1) Taiwan and the Penghu Islands have been China's territories
from ancient times. Following the Second World War, they were
restored to China after being occupied by Japan for a period of time.
It is entirely China's internal affair for the Chinese people to exercise
their sovereign right to liberate these areas. This is the Chinese
people's sacred and inviolable right. The United States Government
itself also declared formally that it would not get involved in China's
civil conflict in the Taiwan area. Were it not for the fact that the
United States Government later went back on its own statement and

carried out armed intervention, Taiwan and the Penghu Islands would
have long been liberated and placed under the jurisdiction of the
Government of the People's Republic of China. These are undeniable
facts unanimously recognized by fair-minded world public opinion.

(2) United States support of the Chiang Kai-shek clique
entrenched on Taiwan and the Penghu Islands, which has long been
repudiated by all the Chinese people, and its direct armed occupation
of Taiwan and the Penghu Islands constitute unlawful interference
in China's internal affairs and infringement on China's territorial
integrity and sovereignty, and are in direct conflict with the United
Nations Charter and all codes of international law. All so-called
treaties concluded between the United States and the Chiang Kai-shek
clique and all related resolutions adopted by the United States Con-



gress are null and void as far as the Chinese people are concerned.
They can never legalize United States aggression. Much less can
they be used as pretexts by the United States for extending its aggres
sion in the Taiwan Straits area.

(3) Supported by the United States, the Chiang Kai-shek clique
has for long been using coastal islands such as Quemoy which is close
by Amoy and Matsu which is close by Foochow as advance bases for
conducting all sorts of harassing and disruptive activities against the
Chinese mainland. Recently, since the United States launched armed
intervention against the Arab states, the harassing and disruptive
activities of the Chiang Kai-shek clique against the Chinese mainland
have become more unbridled. The Chinese Government has every
right to deal resolute blows and take necessary military action against
Chiang Kai-shek's troops entrenched on the coastal islands; any out
side intervention would be a criminal infringement on China's
sovereignty. But the United States, in order to divert the attention
of the people of the world from continued United States aggression
in the Middle East and procrastination in withdrawing its troops from
the Lebanon, attempts to take advantage of this situation and is
amassing large numbers of armed forces in the Taiwan Straits area
and openly threatening to extend its aggression in the Taiwan Straits
area to Quemoy, Matsu, and other coastal islands. This is a grave
war provocation against the 600 million Chinese people and a serious
menace to the peace of the Far East and the world.

(4) The Chinese people's determination to liberate their own
territory of Taiwan and the Penghu Islands is unshakable. In partic
ular the Chinese people cannot tolerate the presence in their inland
waters along the mainland of an immediate threat posed by such
coastal islands as Quemoy and Matsu. No amount of U.S. war pro
vocations can cow the Chinese people; on the contrary, they will only
arouse even greater* indignation among our 600 million people, and
make them even more, determined to fight American aggressors to the
very end. The fact that the United States, while not yet withdrawing
its forces of aggression from the Lebanon, has hastened to create a
new danger of war in the Taiwan Straits area, has made the peace-
loving countries and people of the world see even more clearly the
brutish features of the United States aggressors bent on sabotaging
peace and that the United States imperialists are the most vicious
enemy of all national independence movements in Asia, Africa and
Latin America and the world peace movement.

(5) In pursuance of its foreign policy of peace, the Chinese
Government has always stood for peaceful co-existence of countries
with different social systems in accordance with the Five Principles
and for the settlement of all international disputes by the peaceful
means of negotiation. Despite the fact that the United States has














