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Four NEW STORIES

FATHER AND DAUGHTER

1O PIN-CHI

I

In the days before the course of the Shu River was changed, the
people of Yu Village and thereabouts had a hard time of it. Even when
no drought came to dry up the crops in the mountainous regions, Yu
Village never reaped much of a harvest, for floods plagued the land
every year. If people were lucky with their wheat harvest, they were
likely to lose their soya-beans later in the summer. Fortunately they
had a market every three days, and this was the main shopping centre
for the area east of Maling Mountain. So most of the villagers depended
on the market for a living. Here they could trade in sea-food, salt,
pig-fodder and so on. Many of them owned bean noodle mills. Their
noodle was well known and found a market in Hsinhailien to the east
and Hsuchow to the south. Some of the villagers kept a shop, some
dealt in livestock and others were traders, taking whatever prawns or
croakers the pedlars of other villages had to offer, selling them in the
market and paying afterwards. In a word, everybody had his own means
of livelihood and crop-raising was a secondary matter.

On market days, the peasants poured along the big roads and small
paths which led to Yu Village from all directions. Some started from
their homes with their pigs at the first cockcrow. The fish pedlars had
passed the night on the way; at daybreak they still had a mile or two
to go before they would reach the market. There were people with
baskets on poles, others with wheelbarrows, and cloth pedlars on bicy-
cles piled high with cloth at the back. They were certainly skilled
cyclists, the way they hailed their acquaintances as they went. “I didn’t
see you yesterday at the market in Hsia Village,” one would say to
another. “I sold my two barrow-loads of fish in no time.” There were
also pedlars with rubber-tyred barrows. As soon as they reached the
market they opened up their boxes and hung coloured ribbons from the
framework built on the barrow. But whether they were pink or green,
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the ribbons were all faded like the paint in old temples. There were
also faded towels, embroidered pillow-cases, scarlet quilt-covers and so
forth. At the front was hung an advertisement for Two Sisters’ Brand
hair oil. It was really a fetching arrangement. And in the glass cases
on the cart were powder, rouge, hair-nets and pins, buttons, silk thread,
mirrors with a yellow crescent moon on the glass, painted combs and
what not. . . .

Now let us turn to Hsiang-chieh who had a regular stall at the
market which sold bowlfuls of hot beancurd beneath the old locust tree.
She came originally from Kuan Village, but she had been married to a
man of Yu Village when she was seventeen. In the second year of mar-
riage she bore her husband a son —now a small boy of seven. Her
husband died within three years. Her means of support were three mou
of land she received in the land reform and the beancurd-making outfit
her husband had left her which included a grindstone, a donkey, thirty-
six black porcelain bowls and three tables with benches under the old
locust tree. All she had to buy was beans. The legs of the benches and
tables were set in the earth, just logs with boards nailed across them.

Next to Hsiang-chieh’s stall at the market there would always be
an old man selling a few vegetables. As soon as his business was done
he would gather up his scales and baskets and come over to Hsiang-chieh’s
booth. Never absent from his hands were his pipe and his black cotton
tobacco pouch adorned with a jade pendant. He came to help, he said,
but his tongue was busier than his hands. When he saw a bowl emptied,
he called, “The customer is paying, Little Stone.” If anybody asked
for more seasoning he called again, “Pass the jar, Little Stone.” QOcca-
sionally he might pass the bowls himself, that is to say, holding his
pipe in one hand he took the bowl of beancurd from Hsiang-chieh with
the other and gave it to Little Stone without leaving his seat. “Mind,”
he would say, “don’t drop it.” This was Hsiang-chieh’s father, Old Man
Hsing from Kuan Village. Sitting there in his long gown, he looked
more like a tutor from the village school than a vegetable-grower. What
pleased him most was to hear people praise his grandson. If somebody
from another village remarked, “What a clever boy! How old is he?”
He would reply, “Seven. He’s my grandson,” fingering his beard and
looking very contented. But if anyone remarked that Little Stone’s eyes
were as beautiful as his mother’s, the old man used to turn away and
begin a conversation with someone else as though he had not heard.
“Has your soldier written home?” he would say. “Is he still serving in
the fifth regiment?”’ In short, he did not like his young widowed daughter
to be praised.

Hsiang-chieh was a noticeable person in Yu Village. Though her
delicate eyebrows, straight nose and full lips were not in themselves
anything out of the ordinary, they set off her dark eyes in such a way
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as to give the whole face a very pleasing look. But in the depths of the
bright eyes, there was a cool shadow of indifference. Looking rdirectly
into them, you found them very distant. Clearly this was not her natural
character but something she had developed after long years of widowhood.
Usually she dressed in black trousers and a high-collared, tight-sleeved
tunic, also black. This way of dressing among the young women of
southern Shantung had been the fashion in Peking at the time the old
republic was set up about forty years ago. The collar was so high that
it hid half of her ears. She wore her hair in a smooth chignon with a
lock at one temple brushed softly behind her ear. Her trouser legs, sleeves,
and collar were all slightly fringed. She tied her hair and trouser legs
with black ribbons and on market days a black apron was added. All
this black heightened the effect of her fair skin, and gave her an ethereal
look.

She did a brisk trade. Everyone in the market who had any spare
money liked to drink a bowl of hot beancurd at her open-air stall in
the same way as city folk like to drink coffee or milk in cafes on Sundays.
Old men would often make a special trip to the market with their small
grandsons for the beancurd, which was so hot that beads of sweat stood
on their noses when they were drinking it. The seasoning was red pep-
pers fried in sesame oil, golden and appetizing, and warming to the tongue.
As customers left the stalls they used to smack their lips and say, “Good
peppers, very hot!” Hsiang-chieh felt very happy, as she watched the
departing figures. A small smile would appear on her face as though
to say, “Why must you add so much pepper-0il?”’ - Some elderly long-
standing customers who liked nothing but a little more salt in their
beancurd praised neither the peppers nor Little Stone but Hsiang-chieh
instead. “Ten more years, and you’ll have seen it through. Your son’ll
be able to support you then,” and ‘“She really is capable,” they would
say. To these words of encouragement in the feudal tradition which
seemed to drug her and bury her youth, she showed no reaction, not
even as much as when her peppers were praised, though one could see
in her eyes a repressed feeling.of pride and contentment. Of course
there were also impudent young strangers among her customers who
loitered around with empty bags after they had sold their grain, having
caught sight of Hsiang-chieh in her black suit as they passed by the
big locust tree. They used to whisper to each other and then squeeze
into a vacant seat. Staring at Hsiang-chieh’s beautiful eyes, they loudly
called for beancurd but did not even notice when Little Stone handed
them the bowls. Then they would ask about her in lowered tones, yet
loud enough for her to hear. When they found the local customers
eyeing them angrily they fell into a guilty silence, and finally left in
resentment. At times like these Hsiang-chieh would adopt a serious
air and keep her eyes averted. It was clear that she held these people in
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contempt. In short, she was apparently the ideal woman of feudalism,
and was often held up as a model to those women who thought to marry
a man of their own choice. These women, mostly active members of
the women’s association, emerged after liberation with the collapse of
the landlord class. They had made a deep impression upon Hsiang-
chieh, who in those days often went to their discussion meetings behind
her father’s back and listened to reports on the part women were playing
in production, the struggle for equality between men and women and
free choice in marriage. Although she sat silent in the meetings, staring
hard, her black eyes sparkled and she laughed so readily that Hsiang-
chieh the young girl was brought to life again. It was during these days
that Old Man Hsing discovered a tiny yellow flower in her chignon. It
did not please him and he wanted to say something but he hesitated to
speak. As he was leaving that night he could restrain himself no longer.
“Take that bit o’ grass out of your hair. Throw it away!” he said, turning
back at the door. “Look at yourself! Who is it meant for? I really
- don’t like to have to raise
such a question.” Hsiang-
chieh seemed suddenly
to wither. She stood
with  downcast eyes,
.silently fingering the
blossom which she had
taken from her hair. ...
The old man left, then
returned before he
reached the gate.
“What good can it
possibly do you to pick
up ideas from those
women . of the young
women’s corps. They
have no sense of reserve
in front of men at all.
Isn’t it shameful?” he
added in a kinder tone
as if feeling sorry for
having scolded her and
to show that he was only
concerned for her good.
The yellow flower
turned  quicker and
quicker. A tear rolled




down her cheek and dropped onto her finger. . . . Old Man Hsing left
feeling satisfied.

After that incident Hsiang-chieh’s face resumed its mask of indif-
ference and looked as if she had lost her zest for life. She knew that if
she acted according to her own wishes with the support of the women’s
association, she would be sure to lose the approval of her father and the
respect of those around her. If her father should break with her, how
was she going to live? A woman was like a vine, she thought, and a
vine couldn’t live without the support of a tree. If she was to lose the
respect people had for her she couldn’t stand the slightest breeze. There
was Little Stone to be thought of, too. “It would all straighten out when
he was grown up. But what a long time it would be?” she often sighed
and mused in the small hours of the night.

II

Old Man Hsing, though thin as a ginseng root and very frail in
appearance, was strong for his sixty-seven years. He seldom fell ill or
needed medicine. His mouth was hidden behind grey whiskers. His
eyes were sharp and yet unhappy. He would gaze moodily into the
distance and his face would become as expressionless as stone. He did
not work as a peasant all the year round. In his youth, he sold rope and
persimmons in autumn, cherries in spring, and fruits and other sacrifices
for the Weaving Maid in the seventh lunar month. All the money he
earned he spent on his mouth. He liked to smoke fine tobacco from
southern Shantung, drink green tea and sugar his water-melons. He
was very cowardly, too, and was known to have done only one adven-
turous thing in his life. That was when he joined a group of black-market
pedlars in a salt-smuggling expedition. It was a pitch-dark night of the
kind that smugglers liked —so dark that you couldn’t make out who it
was, even though they stood in front of you. When they passed through
the customs barrier they had to lie down on the ground and listen to
the footsteps of the patrols as they passed. Unfortunately they lost their
way. As they were trying to get their bearings they suddenly heard a
shot. All the smugglers squatted down as if trained to it except Old Man
Hsing who promptly took to his heels. But it was only a shot fired into
the air by some peasant who had -taken them to be people stealing their
maize. After that he was the laughing-stock of the village, and even to
this day was regarded with contempt by the younger generation. Besides,
he was clumsy with the plough and could not even spread manure prop-
erly. The household and farm chores were all done by his wife, Mama
Hsing. ]



Mama Hsing was over sixty. According to herself, she was already
buried up to the neck. But she was strong for her age. Although her
hair was grey, she had the ruddy complexion of one who works in the
open air all the year round. Her jacket was patched at the shoulders and
the sleeves were always rolled up to the elbow as if she had just finished
salting vegetables and was now going to cut grass. She was respected
by everybody in the village. When they received two mou of land and
a well in the land reform Mama Hsing took to growing vegetables. She
grew cabbages, spring onions, cucumbers, egg-plants and whatever was
in season. For the climbers she built supports of hemp stalks and for
the delicate plants she put up windbreaks on the north. And squatting
beside her, handing her hemp or barley stalks was Old Man Hsing. He
was only her assistant. When the plants needed water, Mama Hsing
would push the waterwheel around while Old Man Hsing made little
channels with a shovel for the water to flow through the garden. Some-
times he wasted a lot of water by not making the channels properly.
“Why don’t you put your tobacco pouch away for a bit,” Mama Hsing
would say at such times. “Nobody’s going to pinch it from you.” Some-
times she would add, “What you're going to do when I'm gone, I don’t
know!”

“What ever makes you talk like that? How can you go before me?”
Old Man Hsing retorted.

“Who knows? If it should happen that way how are yoii going to
get on? I'm really worried for you.”

“It can’t happen that way,” he said with a reproachful look. “Enough
of such nonsense! You frighten me when you talk like that.”

Mama Hsing laughed happily. She looked on him as an old baby,
and liked to tease him. There were only themselves and their one daugh-
ter. They had no relatives at all in Kuan Village.

Kuan Village was only two li from Yu Village and people in one
village could hear the cocks crowing and the dogs barking in the other.
So Old Man Hsing often visited Hsiang-chieh. He used to come, pipe
in hand, on the evenings before market day when Hsiang-chieh was
making beancurd. When there were weddings in’ Kuan Village, and
Mama Hsing was given wedding cakes, he wrapped them in a ’kerchief
and thrusting them into the front of his gown to keep them warm took
them.to his little grandson. They lived so near to each other that on
moonlit summer nights Old Man Hsing would come over after dinner
to drink tea at his daughter’s and chat with the uncle of Hsiang-chieh’s
late husband and go back when it was time for bed.

Hsiang-chieh’s uncle was a fish trader who went under the nickname
of Rat. With his narrow face and close-set eyes he really looked like
one. He respected Old Man Hsing, and in return, Old Man Hsing respected
him. The friendship between them was treasured by Old Man Hsing,
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for it was of a type he could not get in Kuan Village. Hsiang-chieh’s
third guest was eighty-one-year-old Liu Tse-hsing, formerly a livestock
dealer and smuggler of salt and opium. He was a big fellow with a head
as round as a wine-pot. It was said that all the money he had earned
was long since squandered on women in other villages, for he had come
back empty-handed. He now sold wine and cooked pork at the market.
He often brought along a handful of tea so that Hsiang-chieh could make
tea for them. On the days when she made beancurd the three friends
would drink a big bowl of hot bean milk. On those days the room was
always steamy. A big bag was hung above the stove from which bean
milk dripped down into a pot. Old Man Hsing squatted in front of the
stove helping to add fuel. As a matter of fact, only his lips were working,
asking, “Is the milk all right?” and “Is it time to put the salt in?”’ or
ordering Little Stone to bring him some more maize stalks. He looked
busy enough but all the time he was actually waiting for his daughter to
say that the bean milk was ready. Then Little Stone would fill the
bowls and the three old men would sit around a big ladle by the side of
the stone-mill. Then excitement sparkled in Old Man Hsing’s cold eyes.
This was his happiest and most comfortable time, as if it were his well-
earned rest after some very hard work.

As they began to drink and smoke, they would chat about the latest
events in the village market. Someone had bought some eggs for his
daughter-in-law after the birth of her baby, one said, but the first one he
opened was rotten, in the second the yolk couldn’t be distinguished from
the white, and what do you think the third was like? There was a
chicken inside! “Who did he buy them from? Couldn’t he get his money
back on the next market day?’ asked Old Man Hsing.

“But you don’t know which village he came from,” remarked Hsiang-
chieh’s uncle, “and I don’t suppose he’ll have the nerve to come again.”

The eighty-one-year-old livestock dealer held a different view. “You
can’t blame the seller. The buyer should know better. Why must he
buy from this pedlar when there are so many others?”

“He must have been after the cheapest price,” observed Hsiang-chieh
on the side. .

“That’s right! So how can he blame others?” the livestock dealer
reaffirmed. Everybody thought this a wise comment, so they shifted
their topic to episodes of people losing large profits by being covetous of
petty advantages. Hsiang-chieh’s uncle told them that it was easier to
trade in Yu Village than in Hsia Village, because the people in Hsia
Village were cunning and always took advantage of strangers. Take the
man who came there to sell dried shrimps. As soon as he put down his
baskets, he was surrounded by a crowd of women and children. One
wanted half a catty, another eight ounces. Then they began their game.
The shrimps were handed out, and money was handed back. Then the

9



person who handed him the money began demanding his shrimps. It wag
then discovered that he had given the shrimps to a woman and recejved
the money from a man!

“Yes, it’s very hard to deal with the people of Hsia Village,” sajq
Old Man Hsing. “Every time I sold cherries there I knew I'd be bound
to lose a few catties no matter how hard I watched. They are dishonest.
I think they should be educated, now we've got liberation.”

But the livestock dealer again held a different view. “Oh, about the
shrimp seller that was his own fault. How can you blame others if
you don’t charge before giving out the shrimps. You have to be sharp.
If money can be earned so easily everyone would go peddling.” Once
more he was considered right.

Hsiang-chieh took a delight in all this chit-chat but nothing interested
her more than their comments on the big annual fair at Chichi Mountain.
Whenever the conversation turned to the fair she would remember the
actor who played the role of the young lover in Picking up the Bracelet,
How he had flirted with Sun Yu-chiao with his eyes! Such clever eyes!
And how he had twiddled the handle of his fan with his two fingers!
The happy times of her girlhood which were gone for ever came back
to her and she sighed happily.

The three cronies also gossiped about the village officials and ex-
changed news of the villagers who were in the army. Now they took
a great deal of interest in the recent quarrel between the leader-of the
peasants’ association and his wife.

“Why, no wonder! He was out at meetings till midnight, wasn’t he?
And she had to get up to answer the door every night. Well, anyone
would get fed up with that,” commented Hsiang-chieh. But Liu Tse-
hsing the eighty-one-year-old former livestock dealer said, “He led the
movement of raising the status of women. That’s a queer business! Now
he can’t control his own wife any more. She’d never have dared to quar-
rel with him before the liberation.”

“She certainly wouldn’t?”’ agreed 0lq Man Hsing. ‘“Her husband
would have slapped her across the face before she could answer back.”
Hsiang-chieh had to admit that all this was tiue and that there was noth-
ing more to be said.

The three old men, hardly noticing they had drunk the bean milk,
smoked and sighed comfortably and contentedly. Any evening when one
of them failed to appear, the others would be in low spirits as if something
dear to life was missing. ' They would begin to fuss, and sent Little Stone
to look for him. If he happened to be the livestock dealer, Hsiang-chieh
would be concerned for his health. She pitied him for having to fetch his
own water and carry his own earth for repairing his house. He had seen
luxury before. He was just not one to complain, that's all. If it were
her husband’s uncle she would worry whether he had quarrelled with
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his daughter-in-law. She felt sorry for the old man and also for the
daughter-in-law who was living alone. Her husband had been con-
scripted by the Kuomintang, and had been away for six years! During the
Huaihai battle they hoped that he would be captured and sent home by
the People’s Liberation Army. But they had not heard a word of him.
Anyway, when there were only two old men, they swallowed the bean
milk even more noisily, especially when it was Old Man Hsing’s turn for
the ladle.

Generally speaking, they were contented. Happiness and the relaxa-
tion of peaceful times showed on their faces. War was very far from this
area. With the elimination of the landlords, the heavy taxes which had
crushed the peasants were done away with for gocd. Besides, they had
received land and this gave them a source of livelihood. So what cause
could they have for discontent? What could they complain about? All
this showed itself in their cheerful faces and their idle gossips. Of course,
we are talking here of how things stood in 1949 before the Shu River
changed its course.

III

That spring, at the time of the busy season in the fields, Hsiang-
chieh set out one day for the Hsia Village fair ten li away. As she put
the soya-beans to soak for grinding that morning, she remembered that it
would soon be the time for the farmers getting beans in for seed. They
had been in short supply at the market lately, and prices would be bound
to rise, so she must buy them early. This was in the days before the
government had brought in the policy of planned purchase and distribu-
tion. Every district had its joint supply and marketing co-op, but this
was not enough to keep the food market stable. As a sharp business
woman, Hsiang-chieh naturally had foresight. When she went, she left
Little Stone in charge of the house and told him if he wanted to go out
and collect herbs for the pigs, he should lock the door and leave the key
under the piece of rock by the pig pen.

Hsiang-chieh rarely went far from home except to visit her parents
during the New Year and on other festivals. When she wanted to buy
beans from Hsia Village she usually asked friends to get them for her,
that is, if they were not too busy in their fields. This time, she decided
to go herself, because she found that those who usually went to the market
had already gone, and she feared that prices might rise if she left it any
longer.

As she had left in a hurry, she wore the same black cotton jacket and
trousers she usually wore at home, with a padded suit underneath. Her
trousers were neatly tied at the ankles with two black ribbons. The
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only difference was that she wore a pair of black cotton shoes embroider-
ed with red peonies. She carried a sack twisted around her hand and
her finger still wore the thimble that she had forgotten to slip off. Was
it because she hadn’t been anywhere for so long, or was it the south wind
bringing the feel of spring and the songs of the lark? Hsiang-chieh had
felt flustered when she started out, but as she went along she was struck
by the freshness of the air and the beauty of the open spaces outside the
village. . . . Suddenly she was reminded of her girlhood when, basket
on arm, she had gone to collect wild vegetables. She was filled with a
sense of exhilaration, as though it was a holiday.

As she walked along she saw a man at the cross-roads ahead turn in
on the road for the Hsia market. From the back, he was tall and broad-
shouldered, and he wore a leather strap around his peasant tunic. A
black cap sat on his head and he strode along in the manner of a man sure
of his dignity. Indeed, it was by his walk that Hsiang-chieh recognized
him immediately as Chang Ta, the captain of her village’s militia. His
tunic and cap merely confirmed her conjecture. There was no other
in an area of eight to ten li around who had such a bold stride.

Chang Ta was at one time an agricultural labourer who could crack

a whip with a flourish and sing splendidly in the Laiwu dialect. In the
past, when he met a young woman, he would redden up and became tongue-
tied. Since he had joined the Communist Party during the land reform,
he wore a habitually serious expression. Because the class struggle was
still acute and complex, with the well-to-do peasants still wavering, he
had learnt the value of caution. After the militia under his command
had taken part in a battle against the Kuomintang troops and been cited
for their good fighting, he adopted a martial air. He developed a long
stride and a loud voice. Even though he might be talking to only one or
two people, he would shout at them as if he were addressing the whole of
the militia. Those who didn’t know him used to think he was playing the
bureaucrat, but others knew that his eardrums had been damaged by blast
during battle, and that though he was not completely deaf, he could not
catch anything said in a low voice and accordingly thought of others as
being like himself. He commanded a high prestige among the militia.
His courage and resourcefulness were known far and wide.
' This twenty-six-year-old bachelor attracted the general attention of
the marriageable young women of Yu and other villages nearby. Some
made no secret of their admiration, even in his presence, and openly tried
to court his favour. But he gave them no encouragement. In time, those
who had once idolized him came to actively dislike him. “Huh! What’s
all the fuss about?” some of them said publicly. “I can’t see that he’s
anything out of the ordinary!” And if someone said “Ssh! . . . He might
hear you,” they would retort, “And what if he does? I want him to!”
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Undoubtedly Hsiang-chieh, too, was infected with the general atmos-
phere of hero-worship. So, when she met him now, face to face, she was
secretly overjoyed at this unexpected good luck, and hailed him aloud:
“What are you hurrying for? Have you got someone waiting for you at
the market?”

Chang Ta stopped and turned. ‘“I've only just finished watering my
plot, so I'm a bit late,” he said. Then he added, “You look happy today.
Are you going there too?”

“Why! Can’t I go unless I look happy?”

“But I’ve never seen you at the Hsia market before.”

“YVou wouldn’t have seen me even if I'd been there, there are so many
people.”

“Wouldn’t I? I'd always see you, even from far away, if you were
there,” he said, looking amiable.

“So your eyes are quite different from other people’s?” joked Hsiang-
chieh.

“] don’t think so,” said Chang Ta, walking with her shoulder to
shoulder but looking straight ahead in a more guarded manner.

“Then how could you spot me from so far?” Hsiang-chieh gazed at
him as though to search his heart.

“Why not? I'm sure I could,” he parried.

“Have I a distinguishing mark on my face, then?”

Chang Ta’s defence collapsed and he guffawed. “How could you?”’
_ he said. Can this be the woman who used to be so conservative and back-
ward? He thought to himself. He would never have dreamed she could
be so provoking and so quick with her tongue. His thoughts went back
to the time when, as a young girl, she had once been his ideal — of course
she had known nothing about it; what a pity it was she made no progress
politically. After liberation, the distance between them had lengthened
more and more. It seemed he had forgotten the existence of such a girl
who had once attracted him so greatly.

“Does Little Stone’s granddad come to see you often?” he asked,
changing the subject.

“He does,” said she, lowering her head, apparently still absorbed with
their earlier trend of talk. When she raised her head again, she was more
tranquil. “If it wasn’t for his granddad living near and able to come over
often and give a helping hand, I could hardly manage.”

“So you think you're able to live like this because of his support?”

“Who else could I depend on, if not on him?”

“Did you have any land before the Communists came? And who
does he owe for the easy life he now lives?”

“That’s true of course. . . .”

Perhaps Chang Ta did not hear, or perhaps he did not want her to
continue, for he kept on: “Could you run a stall in Yu Village market if
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the Eighth Route Army were not stationed nearby? You said you de-
pended on him. Did he ever fetch any water for you, or push the grind-
stone when you were making beancurd? I would say it was he who's
done well out of you.” '

“To say nothing of other things,” he continued. “What about the
pigs’ dung? How much does he make away with in a year!” He said
this in such an indignant tone, and with such an air of conviction, that
Hsiang-chieh dared not say anything to the contrary.

“Oh yes,” she said naively. He is quite observant, she thought. Even
the old man making away with a few barrow-loads of pigs’ dung had not
escaped him.

Chang Ta’s interest in her welfare evoked a sense of gratitude in her.
She accepted his words not as a reproof, but as the sincere advice of a
friend.

“You mustn’t let yourself be influenced by the backward elements
all the time. There, am I right or not?”

“How do I know if you haven’t said it to me?”’ she murmured
blissfully.

Actually, Chang Ta did not quite catch what she said, but he could
see that she was happy, and could sense that he had won her full trust.
Such trust and submissiveness put him in the position of a protector. He
had never felt this way before any other young woman, so strong and
upstanding. If I can teach her some politics, he thought, she might. join
my mutual-aid team and quickly become an activist among the women,
He fixed his eyes at her appreciatively.

“Why do you look at me so?” she said. “Don’t you recognize me?”

“You seem to me quite different today,” said Chang Ta frankly. “You
don’t look in the least like you did in Yu Village market. What had made
you so happy?”’

“Nonsense,” said Hsiang-chieh, smiling. “How can I look different?
- I am still myself.” 3

“But it's true!” said Chang Ta seriously. “You don’t look at all like
you did when I saw you in Yu Village market.”

“How do I look, then?”

“You look like —" said Chang Ta ponderingly. “You look like you
did when I saw you at the Chichi Mountain fair that year.”

“When was that?” pursued Hsiang-chieh, as if something precious
hung on their conversation. She looked all attention, her eyes shining
as though she was trying to remember. Thereupon, Chang Ta said it was
the second year after the Shu River breached its dyke, adding that it was
the year he began work as an odd-job man in another village and there
was talk of her being married to a man of Yu Village. She had been
wearing a red blouse that day, and a pair of silver earrings. She had been
standing behind the enclosure of a shop, quite a distance from the stage.
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All this he said
in a loud voice
as if he was
addressing the
militia. “Could
you see what
was going on
on the stage
from that dis-
tance?” he
asked.
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Now there
is a saying,
“He who al-

ways talks
is thoughtless,
but he who
always listens
has an object
in view.” It
was applicable
to these two. While Chang Ta took it to be a casual chat, Hsiang-chieh
understood it as something. quite different. She completely ignored his
question as to whether she could see the stage clearly, and turned the con-
versation to where he was that day.

“Why didn’t I see you?” she asked curiously.

 “Who was worthy of your attention in those days?”’ Chang Ta burst
out laughing. “Nobody! So why should you have séen me?”’

“You make me sound like some sort of a goddess!”

“Well, if youw’ll have it that way,” said Chang Ta, looking at her and
laughing.

«But I think you're the only one who thinks that way.”

“What did you say?”

“] said — well, nothing!” At this juncture, Hsiang-chieh seemed to
rise from a state of drunkenness. “Good heavens!” she exclaimed, stop-
ping short and looking around. “Where are we? Isn’t this Wang Family
Graveyard we’re coming to?” ; :

Chang Ta also halted, turning his head in all directions with arms
akimbo, like a commander inspecting the position. “How could we've
come here in broad daylight?” he cried aloud.

They had missed their turning. Hsia Village was o the north-east,
but they had headed due east.
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“Let’s go back,” said Chang Ta with a wave of his hand, pausing to
give a final glance around as if to verify the fact that they really had got
to the south side of Hsia Village.

“What sort of leader are you?” Hsiang-chieh broke into a ringing
laugh.

“How did it happen!” Chang Ta smiled. “We must have been
woolly-brained to have come to these graveyard woods.”

Suddenly, for the first time, the two of them felt completely happy
and contented. Laughing and out-of-breath, Hsiang-chieh kept teasing
him. “What sort of leader are you? Someone must have bewitched you,”
she complained, as if she herself had kept her wits about her. In fact,
Chang Ta had been following her. But he took it all in good part and
laughed with her. Hsiang-chieh laughed until the tears came to her
eyes. “You looked so baffled standing there with your arms akimbo!”’
she gasped. “What were you looking for? Ghosts?”

At each new gibe, Chang Ta rocked with laughter. They were like
a couple of drunkards, Chang Ta rolling along with an unsteady gait. As
soon as they got on to the main road and sighted Hsia Village, they saw
people coming towards them from the direction of the market, wine bot-
tles in hand. They quietened down, especially Hsiang-chieh, who com-
posed herself and adjusted her chignon for fear of betraying any sign of
impropriety. Chang Ta sensed she had recovered the detached look which
she wore in the Yu Village market. But when her eyes met Chang Ta’s,
a surreptitious joy was still discernible in their depths..

“Now you go ahead!” she said. “And wait for me by the well at the
village entrance when you return.”

How had they reversed roles? When did she acquire the confidence
to issue orders to the militia captain? Without knowing why he accepted
them, Chang Ta strode off obediently. And having completed his assign-
ment for the mutual-aid group, he brought with him the yoke, the halters
and harnesses and waited for her by the well at the village entrance.

They were not on their own on their way back from the market.
There were altogether five people, including Hsiang-chieh’s uncle, well
known as a trader in the Yu Village market. He had disposed of some
remaining bloaters in the Hsia Village market and was now walking
along in a leisurely fashion with the two empty baskets slung onto a
pole on his shoulder. There was also an old woman who peddled hair- -
nets and embroidered shoe uppers in the Yu Village market, grumbling
all the way for having brought an insufficient quantity of red silk thread,
saying that she could easily have sold another three or four ounces! The
five fell naturally into two groups as soon as they were out of Hsia
Village, Hsiang-chieh and the old woman dropping to the rear. The old
woman was carrying a small .white cloth bundle, while Hsiang-chieh
walked empty-handed. The bagful of beans she had bought had been
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taken home earlier by a neighbour who had come from Yu Village with
a wheelbarrow. Although Hsiang-chieh was walking slowly, her face was
as flushed as if she had been sitting in front of a fire. This aroused the
curiosity of the old woman pedlar, who kept looking at her every now
and then.

“Do you feel all right? You had a drop to drink in the market,
didn’t you?” she asked.

“No.” Hsiang-chieh instinctively put her hand up to her cheek.
“] put on too many clothes this morning. It's hot!”

She walked on with her head down. It was clear she had something
on her mind. The people in front were drawing farther away. She
had started out at a brisk pace and had only slowed down when the old
woman said, “We're going too fast, it’s no use trying to keep up with
the men.” It was late in the afternoon when she reached Home.

Hsiang-chieh was very restless that evening. Her ears pricked at
the slightest sound — a footfall outside the compound, the noises of the
passers-by, a cock crowing and the pigs squealing. At one moment she
would run into the courtyard as though to take a look at the pigsty,
standing there as if listening for something. The next moment she would
grab a pole and run to fetch water, though the jar was more than half
full. She felt as though Chang Ta was always about her, that she would
run into him at any time and any place. She was tense, and felt that
she must see Chang Ta, to confide to him an important secret which,
however, did not exist. She only knew that she wanted to meet him
again. Not until darkness fell did she come to her senses. She was
surprised at herself. How could I be so unsettled? she thought to herself.
Was I haunted by a ghost from the Wang Family Graveyard? Had one
of them followed me home? With this reflection she began to cool down.
But she did not take off her embroidered shoes and continued to sit on
the kang listlessly. '

There was a ring from the doorbell. It was her father paying her
his usual visit. His arrival reminded Hsiang-chieh that it was time to
harness the donkey for the grinding. For the first time she felt irked
by the thought of Old Man Hsing. Why should he come when it was
so late? she thought. He always came as soon as it was dark, never
giving people a moment of peace.

“What? No one at home?” she heard her father call from the court-
yard. Usually it was her custom to hail him from behind the paper-
" framed windows with “Is that you, Dad?” as soon as she heard the ring
at the door and the sound of his tread. This was something the old man
liked, for it made him feel that she was there waiting for him. But this
time it was different. He had shut the door in the courtyard and stood
there for quite a while listening for the sound of his daughter’s voice
or the stir of the donkey hauling the grindstone. He thought she was
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not at home. Then he heard her say, “I'm in the house, come in,” in
a cold tone, quite unlike her usual one. Perhaps she was tired, he
thought, for he had been told by her uncle whom he met as he came into
the village that she had been to the market. Or Perhaps she was cheated
over the beans? When he entered the room, Hsiang-chieh was changing
her shoes. After asking a chain of questions: “Hoyy many beans did
you buy? Was there a good supply? What was the price? Has Little
Stone gone to his evening class? Did he collect some pig-fodder today?”
He ensconced himself as usual on the wooden block outside the track of
the grindstone. '

As Hsiang-chieh was harnessing the donkey, the old livestock dealer
Liu Tse-hsing came in, stool in hand.

“Now, try this,” he offered Old Man Hsing his tobacco pouch.

“Mine’s not so bad!”’

“Ah, you don’t buy the kind of leaves I'm smoking "

In fact, Liu Tse-hsing knew very well that they both bought their
tobacco from the same place, but he still thought his was better. And Old
Man Hsing also knew the tobaccos were the same, yet he too thought that
Liu’s tasted milder. It was altogether inexplicable.

Before long, Hsiang-chieh’s uncle, Liu Ssu, turned up with his grand-
son. He knew the Yu Village market day fell on the morrow, so he
could look forward to a bowlful or two of bean milk that evening. He
was very proud of his twelve-year-old grandson, saying that his legs
were now as round as rafters and inviting Old Man Hsing to feel them.
“Just feel his bottom, he’s a real fatty! And look at his legs, you know
all about it when he kicks you!” Then he asked, “Have you finished
up your planting yet?”

“Not yet,” replied Old Man Hsing. “I’'ve only got a couple of rows
of leek in so. far, and I'm paying for them with my legs, already!” Then
_he added, “Unless you count the couple of rows of tomatoes. . . .”

“What do you want tomatoes for? You like to eat ’em?” asked Liu
Ssu, the pedlar. “Who'll you sell ’éem to? To my mind, you’d do better
to plant more cabbage, they’ll fetch you more money.”

“Now you talk like that because you’re outside of the trade,” said
Liu Tse-hsing.

Old Man Hsing rapped his pipe on the floor and said, “Do y’know
what price they fetched when they were first put on the market last
year?” he asked. “I'd planted two rows. When I brought them to
market, I cut the price down to 5 fen per catty. The district work-
team in West Swamp scrambled to buy ’em. I saw I'd been a fool. So
I raised the price to 6.5. And I sold the last three or four lots for 8
a catty. Nothing much to speak of in the way of taste, just a sour bagful
o’ seeds. Not the sort of things a land worker cares for!”
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“How much do you expect to make off your land if you depend on
the work-team as your sole customers?’ asked Liu Ssu.

“There’s the people from the district health station, aren’t there?
And the county inspection team, too; they’ll be down during the wheat
harvest, won’t they? Well, they’ll all buy. It's only us who won’t!”’

“Won’t huh?”’ said the eighty-one-year-old ex-horse-dealer. “It’s
because we don’t know how to prepare ’em, that’s why! If you don’t
know how to go about ’em, not even a sea-slug’ll taste good.”

“Now the right way to eat tomatoes is with sugar,” he continued.
“You can’t do without sugar. Half a catty of sugar to one catty of
tomatoes, and the sour taste’s drowned. Well, they eat like water-melon
then, sweet and crisp, nothing could be nicer!”

“All right,” said Liu Ssu. “When the tomatoes are ready, let’s get
half a catty of sugar and try ‘em out. We'll have a go, too. Hey, what
d’you say?” The last sentence was addressed to his grandson whom he
dandled high in the air.

“You've got to have the top-grade sugar of the Hsia Village co-op,
too,” remarked Liu Tse-hsing. “That stuff that hawker Hsiao Wu touts
around at the market won’t do. What sort of sugar is that anyway, half of
it mixed_with fried flour. A catty of the co-op’s sugar goes twice as far.”

“Things are not too good nowadays for the small traders,” said Liu
Ssu, expanding on the topic. “You know, the co-op came along with
half a cartful of dried shrimps in the Hsia Village market today and the
price dropped by 2 fen a catty.”

“I'm afraid when the next fish market comes around,” he continued,
“the co-op’ll have a go at that, too. It'll be like the way they brought
their cloth to the market, a couple of baskets on each bicycle. It doesn’t
give others much of a chance!”

“How many people are there in the co-op?” said Liu Tse-hsing.
“Why don’t they go to the smaller markets farther away? Still, they
can’t bring a thousand and one things to the market. If they trade in
bloaters, then you can go in for carp. If they sell plates, you can sell
pots. There’s plenty o’ leeway still. Would a man let his way be barred
by a bit of a wall?” :

All such conversations had constituted an indispensable part of the
mental life of Hsiang-chieh, and she used to derive great pleasure from
them. It seemed to her that her life was enriched when she listened to
these arguments and discussions. But today they sounded quite remote
and boring. Moreover, she now drew quite different conclusions from
their talk, such as, “If it were not for the co-op, how.could we buy cloth,
dried shrimps and salted fish so cheaply!” Of course, she kept these
thoughts to herself. Then she remembered how Chang Ta had spoken
of Old Man Hsing on the road. ‘“Yes,” she thought. «These old 'uns are
real stick-in-the-muds, fussing all the time about prices falling for this
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or that article, and the co-op coming in for a share, as though times are
getting worse instead of better. And look at the trousers he used to
wear in the winter —rotten old threadbare things.” She meant Liu
Ssu. In a word, thoughts that never would have entered her head in
the past now came walking boldly in. At this juncture, she heard a
stentorian voice in the courtyard: “Grinding your beans, eh?” The
ladle all but dropped from her hand. Her heart leapt to her mouth, her
face reddened, her mouth seemed minus the tongue. “He’s come, he’s
come; i 1V

“Who’s that?” she heard Old Man Hsing ask suspiciously. The visitor
walked noisily from the courtyard towards the house. :

“Good evening all!” said Chang Ta loudly, entering the house. “Oh!
There’s quite a lot of you.”

“Good evening to you,” said the old men. There followed the creak-
ing of stools being pushed back as some of them stood up to offer him
a seat. Although Old Man Hsing was not on very intimate terms with
him, he knew he was the militia captain of the village and a respectable
village cadre, and a tinge of respect was discernible in his voice as he
said, “You don’t come here often. So you’re not engaged tonight. No
meeting, eh?”

“Had a meeting already!” said Chang Ta, catching the wrong sense
like those who are hard of hearing are apt to do. “We meet every day.
We depend on meetings to solve our problems.” "He looked around with
a confident air, yet without any tinge of self-importance. Then he added,
“Well, how are things with you, eh? I suppose you've finished up all
your planting by now?” And, turning to Liu Ssu, “So this is your little
grandson from South Swamp, eh?”’ And to Liu Tse-hsing, “And how are
you getting along? All right, I suppose? What were you planting in
that plot of yours behind the house this morning, was it millet?”

He noticed Hsiang-chieh smiling at him, from the shady side of the
room, a familiar, affectionate smile as distinguished from the bold and
tender one she had given him on the way to the market. But he did not
speak to her. He settled down on the stool, looking happy and excited,
quite ‘unlike his usual stern self. :

“The district committee’s called upon us to wipe out the locusts,”
he said. “It’s an urgent job. Tomorrow we’ll form teams and go down
to the marsh. The young ’uns in South Swamp have got their wings.
If we don’t get a move on, they’ll take off after the rain.” He wound
up by saying that Ping-tse’s mother should have come to tell this house
of the call, but since she was off visiting relations, he had taken on the
job of group leader for the households on the east of the village.

“I’'m going to say something you won’t like,” said the ex-horse-dealer.
“So don’t get angry, because we're old friends.” Then he began formally,
“Now the government has started taking a hand in trade and wants to
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tell us what to do in the way of field work. I've never heard before of
field work needing to be watched, nor did I ever hear that the land used
to be mismanaged either. But people grew enough grain to live on.”

“Did you ever hear the older generation say that on the day when
the grain was in ear, the emperor would take his imperial plough to
work his plot of one and a third mou? That was a sort of leadership too!”
Liu Ssu argued.

“As T see it,” said Old Man Hsing, pulling at his pipe and sighing,
“in the past when we didn’t catch them, there seemed. less locusts. Last
year when we did, they came in swarms. Even spiders appeared in the
wheat fields. Did the older generation ever hear of that before?”

“That’s because we didn’t try to catch them in the past,” Hsiang-
chieh found herself arguing against her father, smiling as she did so,
so as to mitigate the feeling of antagonism against him. “The insects
were there, but who would have bothered about ‘'em?”’

Old Man Hsing was astonished to hear Hsiang-chieh talk in this
vein, for she had always been on his side in the past and had said that
insects grew of themselves and could never be wiped out. How was it
that she had changed so suddenly this evening, taking the side of the
village cadre, currying the favour of an outsider against himself?

“That’s true!” Chang Ta rose to his feet, looking at once grave and
amiable, his thumbs stuck into his belt like a soldier. “We can’t stick
to our old ideas about raising crops. If were to get bigger outputs,
we’ve got to fight against natural calamities.” Then he added, as if talk-
ing to himself, “If we want to go the socialist way, we must listen to
what the Party says.” One could easily see that he was accustomed to
organizing the militia, who were required to observe discipline, and not
used to doing propaganda among the peasants. “The task assigned by
the Party has got to be fulfilled, because the Party works for the good
of the people,” he said emphatically.

“If the Party’s concerned about the peasants, why doesn’t it do some-
thing about the Shu River?” said Liu Tse-hsing. “Every year, the beans
are swept off by flood. And every family has to go without their bean
sauce! That’s an important question. Why don’t you cadres take it up?”

“You don’t have to worry about that!” said Chang Ta in a decisive
manner, in face of this back-handed challenge. Again Hsiang-chieh
backed him up.

“That’s not a simple thing like building a wall or sinking a well,”
said she. “I should say jt would be quite a job if we only have to build
embankments along both sides of the river.”

Now Chang Ta felt she was definitely on his side, defending him .
like this while the ex-horse-dealer was trying to embarrass him. He
fired a string of questions at Liu Tse-hsing: “You've spent a lot of time
knocking about the world, what did you bring back with you when you
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came home? Who gave you your land? Who gave you the relief grain
for widows and widowers, 120 catties for the iwo seasons in the year?
What did you ever get from the old society? Who built that house for
you? Where did the timber come from?”’ He demanded angrily, fixing
his eyes on the old man. Liu Tse-hsing seemed to shrink, like a porcupine
flattening its quills. He fell silent. “You’re right, I came back without
a rag to my name . . .” he muttered after a pause.

“All right, then!’ said Chang Ta, changing to a milder tone, just as
he had heard a district Party committee member do after severely crit-
icizing him, or he himself had done after criticizing a member of the
militia. The critic, perceiving the criticized had realized his mistakes,
began to soothe him. “Now, you should really think this question over
a bit more carefully!” he said.

Before leaving, he reminded them to bring the tools needed for catch-
ing the locusts next morning. He firmly turned down their offer to
see him off and said that he would drop in to see them as often as pos-
sible. On his way home, he remembered how Hsiang-chich had spoken
up and suddenly felt there was a strong bond of sympathy between them,
more intimate than that which he experienced when they lost their way
in the Wang Family Graveyard and later when he waited for her by the
well of Hsia Village. He cherished this feeling and began to expect
certain things of her. ' : '

That night, Liu Tse-hsing slunk off like a defeated cock much earlier
than usual. But Old Man Hsing stayed, seated outside the grindstone
track smoking, long after his cronies were gone. Little Stone, now home
from evening school, helped his mother to take the grindstone apart.
Old Man Hsing sat on, forgetting that he had two 1i to do to get back to
Kuan Village.

“Dad, time for you to go now!” said Hsiang-chieh, after sendmg Little
Stone to bed and placing the last stone on the trough.

“No matter, there’s a moon.”

“But mum’ll be waiting for -you!”

Old Man Hsing kept pulling at his pipe. At last he called out in a
flat voice: ‘“Hsiang-chieh!”

“What’s up?”’

“Lay down that broom and come over here. I want to ask you
something.” He sucked at his pipe again and said quietly, “What did
Chang Ta come for this evening?”

“We're going to catch locusts tomorrow morning, aren’t we?” said
she. “Even if there was nothing on, couldn’t he just come in for a chat,
once in a while?”

Old Man Hsing rose to his feet, gripping his tobacco pouch.
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“It’s all right as long as you’re on the right track. Don’t forget your
son’s so big now,” he said before parting. “I can’t keep you company
all your life, you see. Now shut the door and go to bed!” )

That night Hsiang-chieh lay awake long after the lamp was blown
out, her eyes open, thinking. Why should fate decide that she should
meef Chang Ta on his way to the market, and that they should lose their
way in bright daylight. Then she thought of her hilarious laughter, and
of her agitation as dusk approached. It was as though she had been
some other woman who had known Chang Ta for a long time. As to
what Old Man Hsing had said, she had not taken in a single word. Why
this was so, she did not understand. One thing she knew, however, was
that she had passed a day of great significance to her, and she felt bliss-
ful. Something new was beginning to take shape in her. Her father’s

restraint had suddenly become irksome and she knew she must break
away.

v

After the locust-catching, Hsiang-chieh met the militia captain
twice more, on his own, and during the daytime. The first was an acci-
dental meeting by the side of the well behind the village. Hsiang-chieh
attached special importance to this, for Chang Ta usually drew water
from the well in the south of the village where he lived. But this time
he had come to fetch water from the northern well. In doing so, he had
to pass by Hsiang-chieh’s courtyard. The second meeting took place
right outside her courtyard, where she had been waiting specially for the
purpose.

They beamed with delight on both occasions. “This well’s wonder-
fully clean,” Chang Ta observed in his loud voice, as he drew the water
from the well. “I should say so!” replied the other, smiling softly as a
cat, and gazing at him with her sweet eyes. Then she made way for him
and Chang Ta walked off with his two bucketfuls of water slung from
a pole across his shoulder. The second time was at noon, when Chang
Ta again passed her house on his water-fetching errand. “Hey! When
are we going to the Hsia Village market again?’ he called out. “All
right,” she answered with a smile, her face flushing crimson.

Then for three days she missed him. At first she felt uneasy, and
hung around the courtyard the whole day listening to the footsteps and
voices as people passed to and fro on their way to fetch water. But
Chang Ta did not come by. Hsiang-chieh was downcast. Why didn’t
he come? she wondered. It was only when she learnt that he had gone
to the district Party committee that she calmed down.
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Undoubtedly, her uncle Liu Ssu knew what was going on. He had
heard the remarks they had exchanged during their second meeting from
the adjoining courtyard. “Are you going to the Hsia Village market
again?’ he asked her that very evening.

“I don’t think so. What can you get there, anyway?” she replied,
wondering what he was getting at, and feeling all the more sickened with
these old cronies and their endless talk about business. A

The day after the militia captain left the village, a team of three
surveyors from the Water Conservancy Bureau of Shantung Province
made their appearance on the land between Yu and Kuan Villages, They
had with them all their paraphernalia of red-and-white scales, tripods,
levelling instruments, plotting lens, and what have you. At first the
peasants did not pay much attention to them. It was only on the third
day, when it was announced that these people had come to prepare a new
course for the Shu River, that people began to talk about it in earnest.

By this time, there was a group of people on the land between Yu
Village in the south and Kuan Village in the north, pouring lime water
from long-necked bottles along two parallel tracks set a li apart and
fixed by marking ropes. Quite a little crowd of people from Kuan
Village began to gather along the lime line in the south. Among them
were Old Man Hsing clad in his long robe and his wife with her sleeves
rolled up to her elbows. There was another crowd from Yu Village,
including Hsiang-chieh with an apron tied around her waist, the pedlar
Liu Ssu and old Liu Tse-hsing, who now sold spirits and pigs’ heads. A
buzz of noise arose from among them, like bees on the swarm. People
were gesticulating and flashing mutually infecting glances at one another.
Fragments of excited, inarticulate utterances could be caught at a short
distance: “But the water ghosts. . . !” “. [ | Don’t strike them!” “Get
the cadres!” There was no telling why, but somehow somebody started
heading towards a certain goal, and all ran in the same direction. Some,
running with ashen faces, asked, “What’s the matter?” Children, fright-
ened, started to cry among the human stream which surged forward. The
field was littered with discarded cloth shoes.

“Little Stone, Little Stone!” cried Hsiang-chieh in a frightened voice.
She was bumped and pushed and borne along by the crowd.

The militia captain, with a rifle slung across his shoulder, suddenly
appeared among the crowd. He looked tense, but calm. People began
to quiet down. “Quiet, there at the back!” Shouted someone. Chang
Ta, one hand on hip, started in his stentorian voice: “The days of the
Shu River as a trouble-maker are numbered! In the future, whatever
we plant in the marshy land will be sure to give us a return. Nobody’ll
need to worry about having no beans to make sauce with!”
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“Won’t the opening of the new course mean separating Kuan Village
from Yu Village?” somebody asked loudly. Chang Ta recognized him —
a poor peasant of Kuan Village.

“How shall we people from Kuan Village get to the market with the
river in between?” Chang Ta saw it was Old Man Hsing who had spoken.

“The Yu Village market’ll be shifted to the north. Yu Village'll no
longer be the centre. And when we're rid of the floods, we’ll be sure
to have two crops every year.”

“Hurrah!” :

“This time our marshy land’ll be as good as the best land of Kuan
Village!” cried those who depended on the marshy land in Yu Village
for a living, in great spirit.

All the pedlars who lived on trading in the Yu Village market,
however, darted suspicious glances about them.

“How are we going to make a living if the market is shifted!” they
bawled.

“And we’ll have to disturb the bones of the dead!” cried those whose
ancestral graves lay within the new course.

“How about our wheat fields in the course?”

And there were such comments as: “It seems Chairman Mao doesn’t
care about us any more! This is inviting the devil to make trouble.for
us if you ask me! Directing the floods right towards our houses. . . i

“Well said!” responded the eighty-one-year-old Liu Tse-hsing.

Chang Ta, surrounded by the crowd, listened intently to all these
utterances, breaking in time and again to answer questions, saying that
“the graves will have to be moved” and “all lands will be compensated.”
So when he heard someone say “inviting the devil to make trouble,”
he swung round and swept the crowd with his eyes, noting at the same
time the response of Liu Tse-hsing. :

“Who was it said that Chairman Mao doesn’t care for the people
around here?” he demanded sternly.

All quieted down. “Who was it, do you know?” some murmured.
Others pretended to have heard nothing, and kept silent. When Chang
Ta cast his eyes around again and repeated his question, Hsiang-chieh
pointed across the crowd and said loudly, “There, that bald-headed one,
in the white vest — what are you prodding me for?” The last was addressed
to eighty-one-year-old Liu Tse-hsing who, to her surprise, was glaring
at her with furious eyes, as though she had betrayed her own people to
the enemy. Hsiang-chieh had never known the old man’s eyes to look
so vicious. In an instant, however, he had turned away from her, shifted
his position and was standing with an outwardly unruffled appearance.

“Now, don’t you people know the voice of the well-to-do peasant
and landlord when you hear it?” asked Chang Ta. “Don’t you recognize
him? Maybe some of you still feel sorry for him? Does he have the
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right to speak at a meeting like this? The district committee thought
there’d be some bad elements spreading rumours and sabotaging in the
opening of the new course. And I've guaranteed we have no such people
in our village. Looks nice for us, doesn’t it? A fellow like that daring
to speak in public! Isn’t he still under surveillance?”

“Take him away!” he ordered sharply.

Timidly and quietly, people began to disperse.

As Hsiang-chieh was looking right and left for Little Stone, she saw
Old Man Hsing coming towards her. Still holding his tobacco pouch
and looking very perturbed, he gazed at her in a way quite unlike him-
self. She felt they had drawn farther apart than ever. It was evidently
because she had pointed out Liu Erh-sheng, the man who was supposed
to be under surveillance.

“Where’s your uncle?” asked Old Man Hsing.

“I haven’t seen him,” she said calmly -and decisively.

“Old brother!” Liu Tse-hsing came up to them. “Now that Yu
Village market is going to shift, we’re in for it. And we’ll pay for it
with our legs, too!”

“It’s not only the walking, you’ll get the cold shoulder, going to an
outside market!” Old Man Hsing walked through the crowd with Liu
Tse-hsing, talking in a low voice. “How can a cadre not follow the mass

- line? That’s something unheard-of! Can they go ahead with the job
in this high-handed way with everyone against it?”

“Didn’t you hear what Chang Ta said just now?” said Liu Tse-hsing.
“This sort of thing is certainly known to the people above. So you've
got to keep a check on your tongue!” '

“The project in itself’” he continued, “is splendid of course; in the
past we looked forward to the course of the Shu River being altered, and
it never happened. We never dreamt, though, that when it did change
its course it would go through our fields and put an end to our market.”

Listening to his old crony, Old Man Hsing turned ashen. He felt
as uneasy as one deserted by his companions. He looked at the people
around with a diffident baffled expression, like a sentenced prisoner
looking at the free, happy people hurrying along in the street. Hsiang-
chieh, too, grew pale, for she was now suddenly reminded of her open-air
booth she depended on for a living. If the Yu Village market was really
moved north, what was she going to do? She decided to consult Chang Ta.

As soon as they entered the village, Liu Tse-hsing walked towards
his solitary hut at the rear. Like the old rogue that he was, he knew the
father and daughter were going to have it out and preferred to be out
of the line of firing.

As soon as Old Man Hsing and his daughter were back at her home,

" he began to complain. “The old devil!” he muttered. ‘“Just as he’s
needed to give his opinion, he melts away, as though he’s a stranger.”
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Hsiang-chieh was silent, thinking. : :

“If the river is going to pass between the two villages,” said Old
Man Hsing, looking at his daughter, “I won’t be able to come and see
you. How are you going to fend for yourself and your son?”’

He expected to hear her pour forth her grief, tell of her helplessness
without his support, and of the sufferings she would have to endure.
He would be infinitely comforted and satisfied if she said, “Oh, Dad, you
must come, even if you have to make a detour of twenty li!” But, to his
surprise, she said with an absent-minded air,; “You don’t need to worry
abopt that! Even if you can’t come, we can make a detour and come
to see you.”

Old Man Hsing looked at her uncomprehendingly. What could she
be thinking of? How placidly she talked! Who was behind her? How
could she be so calm at the prospect of doing without him, her father?

“Very well, then!” the old man turned as if going to depart. “I'm
glad to know you can get along on your own. I won’t bother coming
tomorrow.”

“The new course isn’t opened yet, is it? You'll come in for a bowl
of hot bean milk, won’t you?” said Hsiang-chieh, smiling to pacify him.

But her words failed to produce the desired effect. The old man
suddenly changed colour. “What! . . . What do you mean? . . . Do you
think I come in order to drink your bean milk?” he burst out, his lips
trembling, as if it were the greatest insult his daughter had hurled at him.
Hsiang-chieh fell back a step in fright. Without saying another word
he stumped off in high dudgeon. Not knowing what had upset him,
Hsiang-chieh’s first impulse was to run after him and explain. As she
reached the door, however, she thought the better of it. Tt would, after
all, give her a little peace if the old man were to cut down his calls in
the future. In fact, it suddenly dawned upon her that the new course
would remove the bondage which she had always been held by her parents.
A great sense of relief, of freedom from restraint, came over her.

“That’s exactly what I have been wanting!” she thought. She would
now say goodbye to the listless days that had been her lot. She was
weary of the scruffy appearance of her uncle, and wished she would
never again see the hypocritical face and vicious eyes of old Liu Tse-
hsing. Thinking along these lines cheered her up. When Chang Ta
came to see her a little later and praised her, she gained even more con-
fidence. She knew she must break with these old people.

“You did right today. Youve made a big stride politically,” he
said. “I’ll come again when I have time.”

“But tell me,” she said softly. “How about my beancurd booth after
the market moves north?”

“What? Are you still thinking of depending on the market for a
living?” Chang Ta cried aloud. “But we're going to make a great suc-
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cess of agriculture here. Aren’t you planning to join a mutual-aid team?”

“All right,” she said submissively. “I’ll have to depend on you cadres
to fix it up for me.”

“Don’t worry, I'll fix it, I promise you,” he said firmly. “T’ll pop in
again!”

That evening, Hsiang-chieh’s uncle came along as usual with his stool,
and old Liu Tse-hsing too, with a handful of tea. They all wondered why
Old Man Hsing hadn’t turned up.

“My dad won’t be coming tonight. Boil the water yourselves if you
want tea,” said Hsiang-chieh coldly. Adding a few ladlefuls of water to,the
pot, she left the visitors to themselves and set out to see an army depend-
ant and find out how she got along with Chang Ta’s mutual-aid team.

The two old men did not stay long. “Maybe she’s had a tiff with
her father,” said the ex-horse-dealer as they were leaving. “I'm afraid
the old man’s losing control over his daughter.”

“How do you mean?”’

“Don’t you know who pointed out Liu Erh-sheng today? Weren’t you
there?”’

“Huh! We’ll see how she gets along if she sets herself against her
father!”

v

The -next evening Hsiang-chieh was due to grind the beans, but the
old man was squatting on the kang smoking, when his wife came home
after a meeting.

“What! Aren’t you going to Yu Village?” she asked. Then she told
him that in the meeting it was decided that a subsidy for removal would
be paid to those whose ancestral graves lay within the new river course,
that the owners of lands within the course would suggest how much
compensation . they should get, that this would be discussed and fixed
collectively by the price-appraising group, and that an additional eighty
catties of millet would be paid to the owner of every mou of wheat field.
The old woman seemed quite satisfied, although they had neither ancestral
graves nor land lying within the new course.

But the old man did not seem to hear her at all. “The good fortune
of the land of Yu Village is done for!” he muttered, heaving a sigh. “We
are old,” he turned to his wife, “if something happens to us, and word
is sent to Yu Village, they’ll have to go round by the Laohokou ferry, It’s
twenty li one way and forty there and back. She’ll never be able to get
here in time to see us in our last moments!”

“To my mind, the harvest is the big thing. If the river gives no
more trouble, Hsiang-chieh can take two crops a year off her plot, she’ll
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do all right, and that’s all I ask for. If she can come in time to bid
us farewell when our time comes, it’ll be nice; what does it matter if she
can’t? We'll be buried underground all the same.” :

Old Man Hsing did not mention the squabble with his daughter.
On the surface, he seemed to make light of it; but appearances are decep-
tive. When he met her in the Yu Village market, he pretended not to
see her. He still set up his vegetable stall in front of her booth. He did
not talk to her, but made more fuss of Little Stone than ever, buying
him two pomegranates before the market closed. Although Hsiang-chieh
saw all this, she did not brood over it. She bustled about happily and
talked of the benefits they would get from the change of course of the
Shu River even in the presence of Old Man Hsing. .

She began to talk more and more enthusiastically about water con-
servancy. “This is one of the state plans for water conservancy! It’s
aimed at doing away with floods over fifteen million mou of land in the
lower reaches of the river!” she said. “It's not as simple as youd think.
All our land here will be irrigated, you know.” And again, “Just think
how much grain will be harvested every year off fifteen million mou. Com-
pared with this, the shifting of the Yu market is nothing.” All this she
would say to people, simulating the tone of Chang Ta, when she was
drawing water from the well, washing clothes by the river, or digging
vegetables for the pigs in her private plot, her dark eyes alight with
self-confidence. But the moment-she saw Chang Ta striding towards
" her in the presence of all, she would get so red in the face she dared not
raise her head. The members of the militia threw significant glances in
her direction, and the young women of Yu Village would whisper to
one another when they saw her. Chang Ta’s sweetheart, they called her.
Liu Ying, the army dependant, once asked her softly over her shoulder,
“When shall we drink toasts to your happiness?”

As a matter of fact, she and Chang Ta had not talked the matter
over yet, but the open secret was corroborated by the looks of the girls
who regarded the mutual affection between the two as their own triumph
and a serious blow to the upholders of feudal tradition.

«Huh! If Hsiang-chieh is willing, how dare her uncle stand in
her way!”

“As soon as the new course is opened, Kuan and Yu Villages will be
separated. What can the old man do then? The couple can do what-
ever they like! He won’t be able to come across from the other side.”

All this talk came to Liu Ssu’s ears, but he had no time to bother
about it, for he and all the pedlars of Yu Village were busy finding out
what sort of articles they could profitably sell after the work on the
new course began. The peasants around Yu Village were making in-
quiries about who wanted to sell their land. The price of marshy land

doubled overnight, yet no seller could be found. . . .
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It would take too long to describe the complex class struggle during
the process of the project which took three years to complete. We shall
therefore return to Old Man Hsing and Hsiang-chieh.

Chang Ta married Hsiang-chieh as early as the spring of 1951 and
their second son is now a year old. ‘A farming co-op of seventy house-
holds was set up in Yu Village. The market was shifted ten Ii off, north
of the village. The streets of Yu Village are now cleared of the earthen
stoves and sticks used to erect the booths on market days. The spot
where Hsiang-chieh used to set up her beancurd stall is now a threshing
ground. The stakes and bench legs were dislodged from the ground and
sent to the co-op where you can still find them to this day lying in the
livestock paddock. The yield of the land around Yu Village is three-
fold higher than before, for in the course of the project every household
along the river stored up piles of beancake fertilizer. From afar, they
looked like so many big hay stacks.

Every year Hsiang-chieh pays two visits to Kuan Village with her
youngest, and on festival days Mama Hsing comes to see her daughter,
making a detour of Laohokou. The two of them, mother and daughter,
are on very good terms. Old Man Hsing still keeps aloof. But he is
drawn to Little Stone, always asking the routine questions: “When are
you going to be through primary school? How’s old dad Liu Tse-hsing?
Does he ever ask after me?”

The old man is now doing odd-jobs in the co-op of Kuan Village,
peeling off corn-cobs with the women or stripping hemp husks. He also
cuts grass for the animals and opens irrigation channels for the co-op
fields. He checks in over seventy workdays in a year.

“Well, even if he could only earn sixty workdays, it wouldn’t be so
bad!” Mama Hsing always says. “If I die one of these days, I know I
can close my eyes in peace. For after all, the old man’s got something
to depend on.”

Translated by Yu Fan-chin and Chang Tsung-chih
IMustrations by Sa Keng-shih
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THE YOUNG COAL-MINER

TA CHUN

I

Father had got his pay the day before. Mother rose early in the
morning. Hastily wiping her face with a damp towel instead of having
a proper wash, she combed her hair with a decrepit wooden comb, took
up an old bag and went out. She was going to the ration office to buy
our share of foodstuffs. As she left, she cast a glance at me, maybe
imagining that I was asleep. But in fact I wake at the slightest sound,
even that of a cat’s breathing.

At this time of the year, it was still chilly in the mornings and eve-
nings. When mother put on the jacket I was using as a bed cover, leav-
ing me only a torn piece of blanket, I began to shiver and sneeze, and
curled myself up into a ball. She relented, took off the jacket and put
it on me again. All she had on now was a ragged old cotton sweater
that had been patched time and again.

I felt ill at ease when she was gone, and began to reproach myself.
Supposing she caught cold? Springing off the kang, I grabbed the jacket
and dashed out. The lane was empty. I called at the top of my voice
but there was no answer.

The door opposite creaked open and a little girl appeared. Seeing
me naked, she stroked her cheek with her finger to shame me, then
banged the door shut. It was Chin Niu, the girl who had just come from
the village. I was furious. “And what about you, hey?” I muttered,
turning down the corners of my mouth. “Youre quite a big girl, but
you're still wearing split trousers!” I pushed my door to with a bang
that was meant for her. Lying down on the kang, I covered myself with
the jacket. It was then I saw that in banging the door, I had shaken
down all my beloved pictures I had collected from cigarette packets.from
the wall where I had put them. “Damn you, little girl,” I grumbled,
clenching my fist, “I'll make you cry when I catch you.” In fact, I knew
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perfectly well that I would not dare to touch her. Her father, Uncle
Chin, though getting on in years, and as thin as a twig, could knock me
down with a flick of a finger. Besides, the last time she had some sweets
she shared them with me. My anger vanished. I yawned sleepily and
my eyelids drooped. In a moment I dozed off again.

Mother returned. She was carrying a sack of snowy white flour on
her back and a scoop of brown sugar in one hand. “Little Ox,” she said,
coming towards me. “Get up quickly, I'll make some sweet steamed
rolls for you.” My mouth began to water, and I licked my lips. -

Bang! Bang! “Get up, you lazy little bastard!”

Startled, I opened my eyes. Standing in front of me was not my
mother but the foreman, Long Neck Ma from the coal-mine. He was
banging on the edge of the kang with a wooden stick. I clambered up
and shifted to the far side of the kang. He raised his stick at my head.
Scared, I yelled for mother. But instead of hitting me, he merely picked
up the jacket and flung it on the floor. “Get up, quick!” he shouted,
spraying my face with saliva as he spoke. “Go out and hang the great Jap-
anese flag! The emperor’s army has won another victory and captured a
big Chinese city!” Arrogantly he kicked the door open and strode out.

I wiped my face. “Mule’s piss!” I swore. “Wipe it away! Above
you,” I muttered indignantly, “there are the Japs, the head foreman, the
second foreman and the third foreman. But who are you? Uncle Chin

" says there are sets of earthenware pots, I'll bet you're the smallest
piss-pot of all?” Probably it was because I had not eaten enough the day
before that I felt so depressed. I was dizzy, and yawned again. Just as
I was dropping off to sleep I heard footsteps. Opening my eyes, I saw that
mother had come back. I jumped up and threw myself into her arms.

She asked me what had happened. I told her about Long Neck’s
visit and what he had said. As she put her bag down on a table near
the kang I noticed some hard-looking bulges in it. They reminded me
of my dream. Although they may not be sweet rolls, they could be
steamed bread. “Mother,” I said, going over to the table, “are these
steamed bread? Give me a piece, do. I'm so hungry that my stomach
is sticking together.” In my excitement I tripped over mother’s foot
and nearly fell.

Without saying a word, she turned away with a rueful smile. 1
opened the bag. It was full of lumps of mouldy acorn flour. As I took
a piece and broke it, a sour stench rose to my nostrils. My tears began
to flow. “There, there!” said mother, wiping my eyes with the edge of
her sleeve, “when father comes back he’ll buy some steamed bread for

“you.” Thereupon she took out a half gourdful of corn flour and mixed it
with the rotten acorn flour to make corn bread. “Father’s not had enough
to eat for days,” she said, caressing my head. “If he can’t have a good
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meal, he won’t be able to work.” She paused, then spoke again. - “Little
Ox,” she said, “you'd better get that ﬂag up quickly, otherwise that
devil will be back again to beat you up.” Taking out some money from
her pocket, she counted it through. “Winter’ll soon be on us,” she mur-
mured to herself. “We've got to buy two straw mats to cover up the
windows, or we’ll all freeze to death on the kang.”

I ﬁshed out a Japanese flag from a bag of rubbish. It was as crumpled
as a baby’s diaper. Tying it on a sorghum stalk, I hurried out. But I
was too short. Even standing on tiptoe on a stone, I could not reach the
flag holder. Just as I was getting worried, somebody came up behind
my back and kicked the stone, so that I almost fell. Looking round, I
saw it was Chin Niu. “Listen,” I said angrily. “If you do things like
that, I'll give you a good hiding even though you are a girl.”

Putting her hands behind her back, she smiled. “What a silly boy
‘you are!” she said.

In my anxiety, I dropped the flag and broke the stalk. Now I was
really angry, and felt my cheeks burning and my ears getting red. T
was just about to have a big row with her when she showed me what
she was holding. A big golden pancake! “Daddy told me to give you
one,” she said, “I’ve chosen this big one for you.”

I swallowed hard and stared at her, too embarrassed to take it.
Stretching out her arm, she stepped forward until the pancake touched
my jacket. “Chin Niu,” I said, taking it from her, “don’t play up like
that again! I’'m in a state because I can’t get the flag up. If you don’t
believe me just feel my heart. It’s beating like a drum:” Chin Niu
pursed her mouth and said: ‘“Your face is as red as a rooster’s!”

After that we played a while on the bank of the Sungari River before
going home. Mother had just made the fire and smoke was pouring up
round the steamer on the stove. I fetched a stool, sat down beside her
and gave her the remaining half of the pancake. ‘“Eat it yourself,” she
said, patting my cheek. But I insisted on giving it to her. Finally she
took it, broke it into halves and sniffed at them. “It’s made of pure corn
flour,” she said, tasting a little. “Put it into the steamer and heat it up
for your father. It'll make a grand supper for him.”

Then I told her how Chin Niu had carried the pancakes from her
grandma’s house in the village. She had hidden them inside a pillow
and although the police had stopped and searched her several times, they
failed to find the pancakes. Chin Niu said that if the police had found
them, they would have plucked out every hair of her head, one by one.

“Your father should be back by now,” mother began to worry. “The
sun’s almost off the wall. I'll pop over to the hospital to see if Uncle
Chin knows what’s up.”

No sooner had mother stepped through the threshold, than we heard
somebody shouting in the street.
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“Terrible accident in No. Two! A roof fall in No. Two!”

“Which pit? Which pit?” gasped mother, sinking down onto the step.

I was stunned. After a while she struggled to her feet and grabbed
my arm. “Little Ox,” she said, “come into the house, quick!” Trembling
all over, she lit some sticks of incense and put them in front of the tablet
of the God of the Mountains. Then she dragged me down on my knees
and began to pray. “Oh, God of the Mountains, let him come back,”
she gabbled desperately. “He’s a good man! God of the Mountains, I
promise that I'll burn the best incense for you. ...” Gradually she
lost her voice.

I wept. What a good father he was to us! Unlike other fathers who
often came home drunk and beat the children, my father never drank
a drop. Even when he had worries .on his mind he never vented his
irritation on us. He would only sigh to himself. Sometimes he didn’t
even sigh but sat lost in hard thought with his brows knitted. Then he
would sometimes bring his fist down on the table and mutter: ‘“Think,
think, there must be a way out!” One cold day, I huddled in his arms
shivering. “Dad,” I said, “you dig coal every day, so why can’t we have
more coal for the fire?”

“Son,” he said, “the coal belongs to the Japanese and the foremen.”
“But mother says that you and I were born under a lucky star,” I said
angrily. “Why should they be so much better off than us? Some time
ago Long Neck dragged some of us youngsters to carry flower pots to
Big Swindler’s garden. His son was sitting in the shade in the yard with
a woman servant fanning him. He was eating a roast chicken butl he
only ate the breast. ...”

“Son, you’ll understand when you grow up.”

“But last time,” I said, “you told Uncle Chin and several others that
the rich people live on the blood of the poor. . . .”

“Son,” father interrupted, “that was only among ourselves. Don’t
ever say that to anyone else!” Then he whispered into my ear: “Don’t
wake your mother up!” He yawned and kissed me. “I'm tired out, and
I have to get to work in the morning,” he said. “Let’s go to bed. Il
count and see who falls asleep first.” He began to count: “One, two,
three. . . . I could not remember how far he had counted when I fell
asleep with my head resting on his arm.

" This morning when father woke up, I was also awake. “You were
born to be a miner,” he said, chucking me under the chin. “You wake
with the first ray of light.” Then he sat me on his knee and combed my
hair. “It’s like a bunch of matted straw,” he said jokingly. “I'll have
to straighten it out.” So saying he splashed my hair with water. . .

But now father was no more,

. . Mother wept and then collapsed. When Uncle Chin and my own
uncle came home from work, they put her onto the kang. My own voice
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was hoarse from crying. Chin Niu, who was trying to comfort me, was
also in tears, '

The next day there was no smoke from any of the chimneys in our
compound. Aunty Liu had drowned herself in the river. Before she
died, she tied her few-month-old baby onto a table with a note which
read: “Whoever brings up the baby may regard him as their son. Should
he die of hunger, I beg that some kind-hearted person should throw him
in the river so that we may have a family re-union after death!” Aunty
Yen, who lived opposite us, hanged herself. . . .

Mother lay in bed in a state of semi-coma for two or three days.
Not even a drop of water passed her lips. I clung to my uncle’s leg and
cried myself out of breath. And my uncle? Since the day of the accident,
he sat staring straight ahead, and murmuring over and over again: “Ah!
How shall we live from now on!”

11

On the fourth day, mother opened her eyes now and then but as
soon as she caught sight of me, she wept again. When she cried, I cried,
too. Uncle Chin often dropped in during his spare time to comfort mother
and when he was at work, Chin Niu would come to keep us company.

Aunty Li brought us a bowl of corn porridge. Mother opened her
swollen eyes, but as soon as she saw it her eyelids drooped again. “Mother,”
I pleaded, “please eat it! If you won’t eat, I won’t either. . . .” .

She asked me to raise her pillows higher, and I fed her with a spoon.
She swallowed each mouthful slowly. Two tears still hung from her eye-
lashes. Young though I was, I felt like an adult as I wiped them gently
away. ;

“Now, you know,” Uncle Chin said to mother, “you must try and
pull yourself together. If anything happens to you, who will look after
the child? You must make up your mind to get better and bring up the
child. Then you can really say that you have done your duty by your
husband.” .

Mother, still shedding tears, nodded. Her hands were trembhflg- S

The next day she got up, although it cost her an eff(?rt to.do it. She
spoke very little and never smiled. She was Very strict with me and

would not even let me go out of the room. She seemed to want me by

her side all the time. At night, she slept in snatches. As soon as she

dozed off, she would shudder and wake again, uneasily gr-oping to find
So as not to hurt her feelings, I tried to become

if I was still there or not. ; :
om that I went out to play. Chin Niu

more considerate. It was seld
often came to sit and chat with her.
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According to the regulations of the coal-mine, we were entitled to a
pension. “Little Ox,” she said to me one day, in such a feeble voice that
I could hardly hear her, “when I get the money, I'll send you to school, so
you’ll never have to go down the fire pit.” Then she wept again.

But day after day we waited, until the Sungari River began to freeze.
There was no word about the pension. Some time later it was announced
that no pensions would be paid until the accident had been investigated.

How could we, mother and son, manage to live? The small sum
Uncel Chin and uncle could give us every month was not enough. From
dawn to dusk mother washed and sewed for people. But there were
not many people in a small town like Fuchin who could afford to have
their clothes washed outside. Winter was on us, bringing fresh diffi-
culties with each passing day. Mother worked so hard, and for such
long hours, that her eyes became inflamed, her back ached and she devel-
oped severe rheumatism in her arms. Her hands were red and chafed.
But for all this, she earned less than twenty cents a day. Nevertheless,
she would have died rather than beg from others. “When your father
was alive,” she said to me, “he used to say that though we were poor, we
must have some self-respect.” ;

What a gloomy place Fuchin County was under the domination of
the Japanese. Almost every day, corpses could be seen floating down
the Sungari River which ran along, the county wall. Bare-footed beggars,
in twos or threes, wandered the streets with straw bags on their backs.

One day before daybreak, mother went out to find some work. The
sun rose high, but she did not return. I had eaten nothing for twenty-
four hours. My belly was rumbling with hunger. When I straightened
myself, I had a pain in the stomach. Chin Niu had gone to the village.
Uncle Chin and uncle had been away for several days. Finally I pulled
myself together and went out to meet mother. She usually used to come
back hy the road along the river. Bare-footed, and clad in a ragged
shirt, I looked more like a scarecrow than a boy. My face was gaunt
and yellow, with two big eyes sunk deep into the sockets. As I trudged
along I shivered. The cold became so intense I began to hop and run.
By the time I reached the cross-roads, my mouth was dry and stars were
floating before my eyes. I leant against a wall, exhausted, but in a mo-
ment the cold wind roused me to action. Looking round I saw a garbage
bin at the corner of the wall. A big black dog was snuffing at a bunch
of chicken. feathers. As though in a trance, I moved towards the bin
and dipped my hands into it. From among a pile of rotten cabbage leaves
I fished out a shred of white stalk and popped it into my mouth.

“Little Ox, Little Ox,” somebody called behind my back. Turning
round, I saw it was mother. Her hair was covered with white frost and
she was hugging her shoulders tightly. She had not found any work.
Stealthily I threw away the cabbage and came towards her. Tears filled
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her eyes. “Little Ox,” she said, “what are you eating?” I hung my head
and said nothing. Slowly she lifted my chin and I saw the tears trickle
down her cheeks. “Mother,” I blurted, “I was so hungry I couldn’t last
out!” _

“Little Ox!” she exclaimed, embracing me. Then she wiped her
eyes with the edge of her sleeve and stared at me thoughtfully, as if I
were a siranger. ‘

We moved slowly towards home. “Is it Little Ox there?”’ somebody
yelled behind us.

Turning round, we saw Uncle Liu from the coal-mine, carrying a food
basket in hand. “Dear me, Mrs. Cheng,” he cried when he caught sight of
my bare feet, “the child’s feet will be frost-bitten.” I-cast a look at mother.

“Mother says that when we get some money, she’ll buy me a pair
of straw sandals with leather soles,” I said briskly, ignoring my empty
stomach. :

“The child’s as tough as his father!” said Uncle Liu. “Mrs. Cheng,”
he said again, “T'll get my pay tomorrow, send somebody over. I'll give
you a dollar to buy the child a pair of shoes.” Having said this, he walked
away with his brows knitted but after a few paces he stopped again. As
we drew level with him he took out a piece of pancake from the basket
and handed it to me. “Uncle Liu,” I said, feeling that I should not take
it. “What will you eat then?”

“Take it, child,” he repeated, “don’t be silly! I can live for three
days without eating anything besides the north-west wind!”? With this,
he went away. ’

Mother did not say a word.

I tore the pancake apart and gave mother half.

“You have half, Mum. Half’s enough for me.”

“You have only got one, don’t share i, eat it yourself!” said mother
sternly. ‘

I ate it with a heavy heart. :

There seemed no end {o the bitter days, when we could hardly keep
body and soul together. Mother yearned: for the coming spring when -
there would be wild herbs to eat. A OA", j

One day before the New Year the head foreman, Big Swindler, sent
for mother.. We expected that he would give us the pension but the very
thought reminded us of father. She set out for the mine with a sad face.

Not until dusk fell did she return. As she came into the room, she threw
herself upon the kang and remained silent, ignoring all my questions.

Later, when Uncle Chin came in, mother told him that the mine
would not give us any pension. They said that it was not an acci-
dent, ... - ' §

“Well,” said Uncle Chin after a long pause, “they can call it what
they like, I suppose.” He then told mother what had really happened.
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On that day when father and the others were down the pit, one of
the Japanese and a foreman came to supervise them with whips in their
hands. The men were exhausted for lack of proper food and rest. One
of them fell o the ground in a faint. The Japanese went up and kicked
him in the chest. The man began to froth at the mouth and his nos€
began to bleed. He was clearly in a bad way. A wave of fury spread
among the men. Throwing down their shovels, they rushed over to his
rescue. But the foreman lashed at them with his whip. “Beat them to
death,” shouted the Japanese, raising an iron shovel and beginning to0
lay about him. “Fight them to the death!” shouted my father. In a
moment the men had settled accounts for good with the Japanese and the
foreman. As soon as word reached the Japanese on the surface they
took prompt action. Fearing a widespread riot, they dynamited the roof
at the entrance to the pit and announced that there had been an explosion
of gas. A clamp of secrecy had prevented the truth from leaking out
until very recently.

Mother listened to Uncle Chin in silence, staring straight ahead of
her. Suddenly she took me in her arms, and pressed her cheek against
mine. “Little Ox,” she said, “do you care for mother? If you love
your mother you must never forget how your father was murdered.”

I buried my head in her arms.

She looked at Uncle Chin several times as if to speak, but did not
utter a word. I could see there was something she wanted to say, for
she looked so unhappy.

When my uncle came back in the evening, she talked with him
till midnight. The next morning her eyes were red and swollen.

After breakfast she took me by the hand and we went to my uncle’s
house next door. As she crossed the threshold she murmured: “You're
crossing uncle’s threshold. May you be safe from disaster and misfor-
tune. May you live to be over a hundred.” She then dragged me down
to kowtow to the tablet of the God of the Mountains. I was quite puzzled
about all this. !

It was the eve of the lunar New Year. A heavy snowstorm was
raging. It was so cold, I huddled in mother’s arms for warmth. She
was especially kind to me that night. Now and then she would kiss and
hug me. . . . I imagined that the festival must have reminded her of
father. I felt sad, too.

The cold woke me late in the night. The wind was whistling through
a hole in the window paper. The roof beams creaked as if they would
fall. I felt for mother. She was not there. “Mother,” I cried sitting up.

“Little Ox,” said somebody, patting my shoulder. “Lie down!”’

It was uncle’s voice. What had happened to mother? I pulled away
from him and clambered down onto the floor. “Where is mother?” I
shouted. “I want mother!”’
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Uncle picked me up and put me back on the kang. “There’s a good
boy,” he said, “listen to me! Your mother has gone to the village to get
rice for you. From now on youll live with uncle! . ..” His voice -
cracked and he said no more.

I burst out crying and wanted to go and look for mother. Uncle
stopped me. I bit his shoulder till it bled.

Fire-crackers sounded on the streets. The rich were celebrating the
arrival of the God of Wealth.

I cried myself hoarse and finally fell exhausted into my uncle’s arms.

I

I had been in bed for a week and had no appetite. I dreamed of
mother every night. Sometimes she tucked the quilt around me, and
sometimes she hugged me, saying, “Little Ox, Little Ox!” Every time
I woke up finding no mother, I would hastily close my eyes again, hoping
to get back into my dreams and see her again. But no matter how hard
I tried, I could not sleep again. In my dreams, I always forgot to ask
her where she had gone and as soon as I woke up, I would cry my eyes
out. In the mornings, when I got up and put on her jacket and the socks
she had darned for me the night before she left, I shed tears again. .

For a whole week uncle locked me in the room every day when he
went to work. “Be a good boy,” he told me again and again, “‘and don’t
try to go out. We poor people have thin skulls, we can’t fight them _so
we’d better hide out of the way.” =

“Uncle was a man who loved his wine more than his rice. But two
cups of wine would go to his head. When he came home drunk, his eyes
bloodshot and staring, he did not make a noise, but threw himself on the
kang, tossing and turning and moaning to himself: “The sooner I die the
better!”

Every day when he came back home after work, he would peep at
me through a hole in the window paper before he unlocked the door. As
he stepped into the room, his eyes used to fill with tears. I knew that
he had suffered some hard setbacks. The year before, when there was
an epidemic in our town, my aunt and two cousins fell ill. One day
uncle came back from the pit to find they had all three been taken and
buried alive by the Japanese. After that, he became more queer than ever.

In winter, a hole as small as a needle’s eye will let in a big gust of
wind. On seeing the hole in our window, Uncle Chin pasted it up with
a piece of paper. But when my uncle saw this, he stamped his foot and
demanded to know who had done it. Later I told him it was Uncle Chin.
“He didn’t know what he was doing!” sighed uncle, sitting on the edge
of the kang and giving me a hug.
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That night, as I was dropping off to sleep, I heard Uncle Chin came
in. He had brought a bottle of wine and a piece of salted cucumber,
He and uncle sat at a table facing each other. They had neither cups,
nor a knife to cut the cucumber. They were using the miner’s way of
drinking — from the mouth of the bottle.

After three swigs of wine, my uncle sighed, and began to talk.

“QOld Chin,” he said, “I say again, the sooner we die, the better. What
do we have to live for? Little Ox’s parents were good people and look
what became of them! Old Chin, you don’t know the full story!” Uncle
paused and came over to cover me with the jacket. With my eyes fast
shut I pretended to be asleep, but my ears were wide awake. Uncle
drank another mouthful, smacked his lips, took a bite of cucumber and
went on: “When Little Ox’s father was killed, his mother didn’t get a
cent. The foremen even said that his father was the chief culprit in
the riot and demanded the back house rent from his mother. They
threatened that if she didn’t pay the rent they would accuse Little Ox
of being a little red bandit and take him away. A child like that who's
never hurt a fly in his life, what harm can he do?”

They both lapsed into silence. Uncle Chin struck a match and lit his
pipe. He smoked and sipped alternatively.

Uncle continued his story. “Big Swindler said that the wife should
pay the husband’s debts, and if she couldn’t pay them, she must either sell
herself or give away Little Ox. Damn it, is there no humanity in the
world?” Uncle’s voice was shaking.

Hot tears streamed down my cheeks. I felt I was choking. I almost
cried out . . . but uncle spoke again.

“Ai, Brother Chin, when they took Little Ox’s mother away, they
had her bound with ropes. She told me that when they got to Harbin,
she’d drown herself in the Sungari, so that her body would float back
to Little Ox. . . . Brother Chin, when our father died Little Ox’s mother
was only nine years old. It was I who brought her up and found her a hus-
band that she liked. But who would ever have expected her to come
to an end like this! Before she left, she lingered outside the window,
weeping. She tore a small hole in the paper and took alast look at
her son while he slept. Whenever I see the hole, I think of my sister. ., .
Uncle was choked by tears. 5

My own tears were frickling into my ears. Quietly I turned my
head on one side. .

“0Old Chou,” said Uncle Chin putting down the wine bottle and
emptying the ashes from his pipe. “This is not fate, this is the doing of
the Japanese imperialists. Old Cheng died an honourable death, he was
a true Chinese. He and the others killed the Japanese and the foreman
and set our hearts afire! For the last few months, neither the Japanese
nor the foremen have dared to set foot in the pits. The output of coal
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has dropped. They've set up more wire fences around the miners’ area,
but they’ll never be able to get the miners to dig more coal for them. . . .
Old Chou, if you want to do the right thing by your sister, you must bring
Little Ox up and tell him the whole story. He’s a bright youngster, hell
not forget what the Japanese have done.”

I could not contain myself any longer. I called out “Mother!” and
burst out crying.

Uncle did not know why I was crying. He thought I had been dream-
ing of mother again.

All that night I lay silently weeping. Many ideas heaped up in my
mind. I wanted to go to the coal-mine to square things with the Japanese
and avenge my parents. I also wanted to find mother even if she had
gone to the end of the world.

“Uncle,” I said the next morning when I got up, “from now on you
don’t need to lock the door. T’ll listen to whatever you say, and T'll not
run out.” ]

- Delighted, uncle agreed. In the afternoon Chin Niu returned from
the village. She was happy to find me in a peaceful mood. She had
brought along a basket of red dates from her grandmother’s and gave me
as many as I could eat. She had missed me, she said, and was worried
for fear I might cry myself ill.

After that, Chin Niu and I went out every day together to pick over
spent coal. She hoped to make enough money out of this to send us
both to school. If there was not enough for both, she said, that I should
go first. :

“Chin Niu,” I said to her one day when we returned from our outing.
“1’d like to be a coal-miner!” ;

“What! And leave me on my own?”’ she exclaimed panic-stricken.
“Then I won’t be able to go out to pick over spent coal. Without you
the hooligans and the Japanese children will bully me.”

“P1l still come home after work,” I argued. “When I earn some
money in the coal-mine, I'll be able to afford to send you to school, then
you won’t have to pick over coal”

“Are you really serious?” Chin Niu was dumbfounded. “Which
mine will take you?” she added. “What can you do?”

“I an do, everything,” I said with a sniff. “I've made up my mind
to be a miner, so you'd better mind your own business!”

“Who cares about your business?”’ Chin Niu sobbed. “I'll go to my
grandmother’s where I can have everything I want. Who wants to pick
over this sort of thing!” As she spoke, she made as if to throw away the
coal in her basket. But then she hesitated and carefully selecting two of
the smallest pieces, dropped them on the ground by her feet. Suddenly
she ground them into the mud with her heel.
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“Ah, Chin Niu, Chin Niu, you think I want to be a miner so that I
can make money? I want to find my life-enemy. I can never rest until
I avenge my father and mother. . . . But you’re only a girl, how can I
talk over such a matter with you? . . .”

Two days later I asked uncle to let me go into the mines. He said
he had already heard something about it from Chin Niu. “Apart from
the fact that you're too young now, even when you grow up, I'll not let
you go down the mine. Better for you to sell vegetables. Hundreds of
men have been buried alive in that stone coffin.” _

That night I could hardly sleep. There was only one way out—to
go to Harbin and find mother. The next morning after I had got up and
eaten a piece of bread, I waited for uncle to leave. Then taking good care
not to be seen by Chin Niu, who seemed to know what was going on in
my mind and constantly kept an eye on me, I picked up the jacket mother
had left for me and stealthily jumped out of the back window.

I did not know which way Harbin lay. I only remembered hearing
uncle tell Uncle Chin that mother wanted to drown herself in the Sungari
River when she reached Harbin . . . then Harbin must be near the Sungari.
I began to make my way along the bank of the river. The snow was deep
and I sank up to my knees at every step. The wind was piercing. But
I had only one wish . . . to see mother. I imagined myself falling into her
arms and weeping. I'll tell her that I’ll never leave her again, I thought.
If we die, let’s die together. . . . Mother, you look much thinner, you must
have been missing me. . . . Then she will give me a big hug and Kiss
me. . . . As I walked along I was lost in thought and the tears began
to fall. Suddenly I tripped over something and fell, and snow got into
my mouth, down my collar and up my sleeves. When I picked myself
up and collected my wits, it began to dawn on me that I had bitien off
more than I could chew. I'll be starved to death before I get there, I
thought. Even if I get there, how will I ever find mother? I stood still,
nonplussed. The wind whistled past me, freezing my tears into miniature
icicles on my face. The snow was now falling heavily and soon I found
myself in it up to my waist. Some crows flew overhead cawing loudly.
Should I turn back? I thought.- I decided against it. Better to die than
not find mother. With a great. effort, I dragged myself ferward. My
legs were numb with pain. Suddenly I took a false step and fell headlong
into the snow. The flakes came down thick and fast. The black crows
flew lower and lower. ;

. . - I saw mother come and put the jacket over me. I was quite
clear-minded and remembered that I must ask her where she had gone.
So I grabbed her hand and called: “Mother!”’

“Child, are you awake?”’ somebody said in my ear.

There seemed to be so many things covering me. I thought that
probably mother had found me in the snow. I wanted to sit up but
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someone pressed me back and said, “Little Ox, there’s a good boy! Lie

still’”  Opening my eyes I found myself on my own kang holding Uncle

Chin’s hand. Chin Niu stood by my side with a cup of water. Her eyes

were red from crying. Uncle was pacing the floor wringing his hands.
I was filled with remorse and burst out crying. . . .

v

+ 1 was so skinny and undersized that uncle thought he could safely
let me apply for a job in the mine, so that they would turn me down and
that would be the end of the matter.

Early one morning, when the streets were thickly carpeted with
snow, I put on mother’s jacket and secured it with a rope around my
waist. It looked neither like a gown nor a jacket, but as long as it kept
the wind away, it would have to serve. Along with many others, I
climbed up onto a lorry going to the mine. My teeth were chattering
with the cold. As the lorry started I saw Chin Niu come running out
to the cross-roads. There she stood and wiped her eyes, watching us
until we disappeared around a corner.
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As soon as-we arrived at the mine, Big Swindler herded us into the
miners’ shed and looked us over. After what seemed lijke an inter-
minable time, he selected a few of us. My heart sank, Then suddenly
Long Neck came to me, grabbed me by the nape of my neck and meas-
ured me against an iron shovel standing in the corper, “vou little
_brat,” he shouted, “you’re not even as tall as the shovel! What can you
do, hey? Come along to see what you can pinch, T expect!” So saying
he banged my head several times against the handle of the shovel. Stun-
ned with pain, I saw stars before my eyes. I dodged intg a corner and
stood there glaring. It was all I could do not to hit out at him.

Big Swindler was outraged. “You little rat,” he growled, showing
his yellow teeth. “Can’t take it, eh? Get out of here quick!”

At this moment a moustached Japanese by the name of Niikawa
came in, his eyes blinking. “You, all of you-may stay and work!” he
declared. : '

Long Neck turned to me. -

“Go and find yourself some work to do. You can sweep the floor,
wash the bowls, clean the miners’ lamps, deliver letters and other things.”

But before I could get out of the shed, he called me again. I had
imagined that he might be a bit better than the others but I was to find
he was just as bad. He ordered me to wash his dirty pants which stank
so much I had to hold my nose. Picking up a boot he made a threatening
gesture. “Don’t like the stink, eh?” he cried. “I'll make you taste it if-
you don’t look out!” Just then Big Swindler shouted out for me in a
stentorian voice: “If you don’t come quick, I'll break your legs!” Seiz-
ing this opportunity, I threw the dirty pants on the ground and stamped
on them.

The others were sent down the pit. I was left on my own like a
solitary ghost. I had no heart for work. But neither the Japanese nor
the foremen gave me much peace. They complained that I did not do
enough and sent me off all over the place on trifling errands. At the end
of the day, my legs ached with fatigue. “I came to the mine to avenge
my parents, but what can I do? I'm so helpless?” I thought.

However, I decided not to be-too rash, but to await my chance.

A few days afterwards the situation changed. The miners were put
under stricter watch and two sentries were put on the fort. The electric
wire around the miners’ shed was turned on during broad daylight.

A group of miners had come from the Fushun Coal-Mine. They were
said to be hard to deal with. If one of them was angry with you the rest
would back him up and if one of them hit you, said the foremen, the others
would set about you and beat you to death. ... The Japanese were
afraid of them and took care to keep them away from the men captured
earlier as well as from the miners who lived outside. Thus these men
were completely cut off from the outside world.
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I went back and forth as usual. One morning after I had returned
from delivering a message to Yamamoto, the head of the Security Section,
I was starving hungry and found a bowl of left-over rice to eat. Just as
I was taking my second mouthful, Niikawa rushed in and snatched the
bowl away. He said that he had been looking for me all over the place.
I told him where I had been but before I finished he slapped me across the
face, knocking my cap off. T stood with my teeth clenched.

After he had gone I sat down and buried my head in my lap. “Are
you Little Ox?” somebody suddenly said behind my back. “You live in
the same compound as Uncle Chin, the door-keeper of the hospital, don’t
you?”  As he spoke, he laid his hand on my head. I looked up to find
Uncle Wang, the cook at the miners’ shed, standing in front of me. Wang
was known as a good cook, and whenever the foreman, Big Swindler, gave
a dinner party for the Japanese he would ask him to cook for them. I
live opposite Uncle Chin,” T replied.

“You've been beaten again!” he said when he saw the tear-marks on
my cheeks. Wiping my eyes, he gave me some advice. “Learn to be
wiser,” he said, “and keep your eyes open! When the Japanese are
am}md, look busy, but as soon as they turn their backs, take it easy. Be
patient, and remember that sooner or later we poor people will stand up!”
He got me a bowl of rice from the kitchen. Crouching down by the door,
I ate it hungrily. .

Then he sat down on a slab of stone outside the door. Pulling out
a copper pipe, he filled it and stuck it in his mouth. But instead of light-
ing it, he pulled it out again. “Little Ox,” he said, stretching~out his
arms, ‘“‘come over here!”

I went over to him, puzzled. “Little Thin Ear,” he said, putting an
arm round me and pulling my ear gently. “How old are you now?
You've got a pointed chin and your ears are so thin that T can see through
them when you stand in the sun.” His eyes misted up but I could not
make out why he was talking like this.

When I told him how old T was, he patted my head and murmured
to himself: “I've been away from home for exactly nine years! . ..
Your ears are really so thin! . . ” He lowered his voice at the last
sentence.

He kept on ruffling my hair. I felt something hard on his hand.
Looking up, I found it was a heavy silver ring which he wore on his secc-)nd
finger. “Uncle Wang, why do you wear a silver ring?” T asked, twist-

ing it on his finger as I spoke.

He gazed at me for a moment. “I brought it from home!” he said.

“Were you captured by the Japanese?”

“Yes — I was!” He stared at the ground, lost in thought.

“Then where is your home?” I began to chat with_ him.
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“My home? It is far, far away from here!” He looked up at the sky
as if trying to find his home there.

“Uncle Wang,” I asked him again, “who else do you have at home?”
The lovmg way he tickled my ear reminded me of my father. I clung
to him closely. _

“Who else do I have?” he raised his voice as if questioning me. “I've
got everybody,” he muttered, “and I’ve got nobody. I was digging gin-
seng on the East Mountains when I was captured. . . .”

“How big were the ginseng you dug?’ I asked from curiosity.
“People say that a seven-ounce piece is called an ‘elixir’ while an eight-
ounce piece is called a ‘treasure.’ Is that so?” When I was a child I used
to dream of going to the East Mountains to dig ginseng as a means of sup-
porting my parents.

“We’ve dug many as heavy as a hundred catties each!” he said, gazing
straight at me.

“You’re not speaking the truth,” I said, opening my eyes wide. “Can
a piece of ginseng be as big as that?”

“They were living treasures, they were man-eaters. If all of them
could be rooted out, we poor people would soon be able to stand up! . . .”
At this moment Uncle Wang was summoned by Big Swindler. He stood
up and as he walked away, he emptied the tobacco from the pipe into his
pouch.

One night he told me that he once had a little boy who would have
been my age if he had lived. Now he had nobody and no home.

This is what had happened. After the Japanese invasion of the
north-east on September 18, 1931, the army of the local warlord in north-
east China was tricked by Chiang Kai-shek into retreating beyond the
Shanhaikuan Pass, so that the Japanese took over the north-east without
any trouble. They looted, killed, raped and set fire to places everywhere
they went.

Uncle"Wang then lived in a walled village near the Fengtien-Peiping*
Railway line, two li from a steel bridge which crossed the river Liao.

When the Japanese took the bridge, they sent raiding parties out to
the village. Every day for a fortnight the villagers ran away to hide,
returning to the village after dark. During the day, there was not a soul
left in the village. But one wet day, thinking that the Japanese would
not come, they stayed home, dug up their small hoards of rice from where
they had buried them and began to cook.

Just as their food was ready, a shout was heard, ‘“The devils are com-
ing again!” In a minute came the sound of shots mingled with the screams
of women and children.

* Fengtien and Peiping are now called Shenyang and Peking.
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Uncle Wang’s house was one of the first they entered. As he heard
the warning shout, the soldiers were already at his door. Hastily he
jumped over his back wall and ran away. They fired at him but the bul-
lets flew over his head. His wife, over seven months pregnant and with
a three-year-old in her arms, crept into a pile of straw in the yard. There
she was soon discovered by the Japanese, who threatened her with a
bayonet, demanding food and young girls. She remained where she was
on the ground, clasping the toddler. One of the soldiers grabbed the
child by the neck and pulled but she would not loosen her grasp. Then
they began to kick her hard in the belly. She fainted and before long
was writhing in labour. The child fell to the ground, crying. Then the
Japanese stabbed her in the back and killed her.

Later they piled up some firewood and set the house on fire. They
also threw the child into the fire. When Uncle Wang came back he found
his house gutted and his wife lying dead on the ground. He did not shed
a single tear but sat in the yard all night, stunned and silent.

Then he buried his wife and went to the East Mountains. .

After Uncle Wang had told me this story, he and I became close
friends. He used to call me “Little Thin Ear,” and whenever I had some
free time I used to help him with odd- -jobs.

Uncle Wang kept in constant touch with Uncle Chin. I became their
messenger. Since I had to deliver letters several times a day for the
Japanese I became bold enough to put Uncle Wang’s letters in with the
same batches. When I came to the guard post, I would hold the letters
high and announce, “The great lord’s letters!” Thinking to myself, Don’t
you dare touch me, I am a confidential messenger! Every day I grew
happier to think that I was at last doing something against the Japanese.

The Japanese were getting more ruthless and on the slightest pretext
would arrest miners and send them to the Security Section for interroga-
tion. One day Uncle Wang asked me to keep watch for him. “Little
Thin Ear,” he said to me, “keep your eyes open! I want to have a talk
with Brother Chang from Fushun of the No. 9 Shed and after that I'll see
Brother Kang who was wounded yesterday. You mustn’t let the Japanese
come into the shed and catch me there! Eh?”

I understood. I knew that Uncle Wang was making contact these
days with the miners from Fushun. This was a matter of great importance.
The Japanese were trying to sow dissension between the miners here.and
the ones from Fushun. Yesterday the devils forced the old hands to leave
the shed so as to make room for the Fushun miners. They said that if
they did not move out of their own accord, the Fushun men would throw
them out. . . . But later Uncle Chin wrote to us exposing all their tricks.
Uncle Wang said that the devils must never be allowed to break the unity
of the miners. Unless we were united, he said, the Japanese would swal-

low us whole.
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No sooner had Uncle Wang gone, than Big Swindler had a visitor-
Long Neck came to the kitchen to heat some Wwine. “Where’s the old
fellow?” he asked staring at me. “Tell him to fry a bowl of bean noodles
for me!” “He’s gone to Lord Yamamoto,” I said. “There’s nohody here!”
“Aren’t you somebody?” his eyes became rounder. I thought to myself
that if I told him I couldn’t cook, he would not only give me g good hiding
but probably dash into the miners’ shed to find someone else to do it. I
tried to remember how Uncle Wang used to do it. First I soaked the bean
noodles in hot water to soften them and then I put some oil in the ladle.
The stove was too high for me so I stood on a stool. Just as the noodles
were sizzling nicely, Long Neck shouted out, “Still not done? How long
do you have to take?’ What with the heat of the fire and panie, beads
of sweat stood out on my forehead. Then I heard Big Swindler swearing.
I poked the fire and the flames roared up. In a minute, it seemed, the
noodles were burnt black and yellow. Regardless of all, I carried them
over to the foreman. He glanced at them, then without a word picked
up his chopsticks and rapped me several times over the head, dragged me
outside and flung me to the ground, kicking me as he did so. As I struggled
to my feet he continued to shake his fist in my face and growl. At that
moment Niikawa came along, smiling broadly at the prospect of a bit of
baiting. He made me carry a cup of hot water on my head. I felt rather
relieved that it was Niikawa, not Yamamoto, for if it had been, my story
about Uncle Wang would have been exposed. My back was paining me
so much that my lips were trembling. I glared at them with my eyes full
of tears, and thought to myself: “You wait! When I'm strong enough,
I'll dash you all to death.” :

When Uncle Wang came back I did not tell him what had happened.
I tried to keep my face turned away, for fear he would see that I had been
weeping. i

Fortunately he had too many other things on his mind to pay much
attention to me. “Little Thin Ear,” he said, taking a bowl of gruel from
the back of the stove, “you’ve done your job well. Now do me another
favour, take this porridge to Brother Kang in No. 9.” I took the bowl and
went off. My back was hurting more than ever.

‘Uncle Kang had been laid up for several days with wounds on his leg
and back. He was one of those captured recently from the villages. On
his eighth day of work he was injured in a roof fall. His injuries were
not too serious, and after ten or fifteen days of rest, he expected to be back
on the job. When I entered the No. 9 Shed I found a dozen or so people
sitting around a pot of corn meal, eating. After greeting Uncle Chang,
whom I knew, I walked over to Uncle Kang and gave him the gruel. “Is
there anything you want?” Isaid. “Is there anything I can get for you?”

“Now what do I want?”’ he said in a faint voice. “Whatever I want,
I can never have. Ai, you're a nice kid. Ever since 1 had this accident,
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you're always coming to see how I'm getting on. When I'm up and well
again, I'll be able to pay back your kindness.” He tasted the gruel and
took a tiny sip. At that moment Yamamoto and Big Swindler came in on
their round of inspection. “Hi,” they shouted at Uncle Kang when they
saw him lying down, “why aren’t you at work?”

“I was injured in the back and leg,” said Uncle Kang. “I can’t work.”

“That won’t do!” yelled Yamamoto lifting Uncle Kang’s worn quilt
with his stick. Big Swindler grabbed Uncle Kang by the collar and drag-
ged him onto the ground. “No, no, please don’t!” TUncle Kang shouted
in pain. “Why not?” said Yamamoto. “If you can’t work, you can die!”
S0 saying, he hit him several times with the stick. Uncle Kang was
knocked insensible. The miners put down their bowls and glared at
Yamamoto and the foreman indignantly. Yamamoto gave Uncle Kang a
parting kick and then he went out. The miners all rushed forward and
lifted Uncle Kang gently onto the kang. Big Swindler, standing by, cast
a look at Uncle Kang and said: “He’d better be up and at work tomorrow.
Anyone who can’t work will be beaten to death.” “Does a dead man have
to work too?” TUncle Chang raised his voice. “That’s right,” echoed the
others. “Must a dead man work too?” Big Swindler flinched under the
angry eyes of the miners. “All right!” he said with a forced smile. “Let
him rest until he’s better.” He slipped away.

It was several hours before Uncle Kang came to. When he found me
sitting by his side, he grasped my arm. “Sonny,” he said, “I also have a
son. . . . But I don’t know whether I'll ever see him again. . . .” The
tears came to his deep-sunk eyes. &

I was ot far from tears myself, but I tried to comfort h1m “Didn’t
you ask Uncle Liu, the door-keeper, to write him? You’'ll see him again,
all right. . . . He’ll come here soon.

Uncle Kang sighed wistfully, his eyes bright with hope.

The next morning I fetched a tin of ointment and a feather from
Uncle Chin and before I went to dress Uncle Kang’s wounds, Uncle Wang
prepared the usual bowl of gruel for me to take to him. But when I
reached the shed, Uncle Kang had disappeared. It was impossible that
he had gone to work. His wounds were far too bad for that.

Then I found Uncle Liu, the door-keeper. He told me that Uncle
Kang was taken away the night before and buried alive in the Ten Thou-
sand Men’s Pit. The men had heard him shout: “I want to see my
son. . . . Idon’t want to die!” I went back to the kitchen with the bowl
in my hand and leaned against the wall and wept. Uncle Wang stroked
my head. “We must always remember this!” he said.

I went to the lamp shed and was just about to clean the lamps when
Niikawa dropped in carrying a meal box and a half bottle of beer. My
old jar with the green onions growing in it, was standing on the table.
Without saying a word, he brought his stick down on it and smashed it
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to pieces. I stood there watching. Spring was drawing near and I longed
for some green. That was why I had planted the onions. He was still
not satisfied, even after smashing the jar. Raising his stick high, he
stepped towards me. At this juncture, Big Swindler peeped in through
the window. Niikawa ran out. Angrily I opened his meal box and spat
inside.

In a minute he returned. “Young idiot!” he said, glaring at me.
“Get to work!” Then he picked up his meal box and the bottle and went
away.

Big Swindler and Long Neck were strolling to and fro outside the
window. “Lord Yamamoto told Niikawa,” Big Swindler was saying, “that
fellow Kang's wife has come from the village. She’s still quite young,
they say. So we’ll send somebody over to the inn to fetch her with the
message that her husband is ill. Once she’s here we’ll grab her and have
her sold.”

“I hear she has a child of five or six!’ said Long Neck in a low voice.

“Oh, we can soon settle him! Tie a rope around his neck, put him
in a bag and throw him in the river through a hole in the ice. But we
mustn’t let a word of this leak out to the miners. If his wife gets to know
that he’s dead, she won’t come with us.”

My first thought was to tell Uncle Wang. I could not stand by and
see a woman sent to her ruin.

Uncle Wang told me I should go to the inn and warn her as soon as -
possible. If I was too late, the devils would get there first, then we could
do nothing. He bade me tell the miners about it. Then he gave me a
food box so that I could tell the guards I was delivering food for the
Japanese. a

Just as T was beginning to worry about the chances of getting by the
guard post with a box of food, Niikawa handed me a letter for Yamamoto.
The very thing I needed! I passed the guard post without being ques-
tioned. It was snowing heavily outside. I was wearing a ragged wadded
jacket and a pair of old rubber shoes worn through at the heels. I had
no cap, so I wrapped my head in an old towel Uncle Wang had given me.
Gasping against the wind and snow, 1 began to run but my legs soon be-
came numb and twinges of pain began shooting through my feet. Never-
theless, I kept on running until I could.run no longer. I sat down on a
log and rubbed my toes with my swollen hands. Then I ran on. . . .
When I reached the inn, it was already dark. I found Mrs. Kang and
broke the news to her about her husband’s death. Then I told her of the
plan to trap her.

Mrs. Kang, holding her little boy in her arms, cried bitterly when
she heard the story. “You must get away quickly!’. I urged her. “Some
day we will get our revenge! . . .”

She embraced me. ‘“You've saved our lives, . . .”
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I put my arms around them, and pressed my cheek close to the child’s.
“The same thing has happened to both of us!” I sighed. When I looked
up into Mrs. Kang’s thin dark face, my heart ached even more.

Mother and son left the living hell of Fuchin that same night.

v

The Sungari had begun to thaw but a thin layer of ice was still form-
ing here and there during the night. The flow was so swift that it dazzled
the eye to watch it.

Every morning an empty freight train pulled out from the working
site. Its iron doors were wide open like the mouth of a roaring tiger.
Several days previously the Japanese had given each of us a white cloth
tab with a number on it to sew on our jackets. Whenever Big Swindler
saw us he would say with a false smile: “Well, as soon'as your term’s
up, you’ll be going home.” But every day when the steam whistle sounded
the men were forced down the pit. No one could guess when they might
leave, if ever. Someone said as a joke that they should wait on the home-
view platform.* But no one could really tell what the J apanese were up to.

I had just got my month’s pay. What was left after the deductions
for food and various other items was only enough to buy three catties of
corn flour ‘and a small bunch of onions. After supper I thought of going
home to give the money to uncle.

“Little Ox,” Uncle Wang called in a low voice as I was about to leave,
“take this letter to Uncle Chin for me.” Then he hastily sewed the letter
into the lining of my sleeve. “It’s no small matter,” he said. “It con-
cerns the lives of hundreds of people. You mustn’t lose it on any ac-
count.” So saying, he grasped my hand so tightly that his silver ring
hurt my fingers. I wondered why all of a sudden he should call me “Little
Ox” today. But it was no time to be asking questions. ‘“That’s all right,”
I said confidently. “T’ll not lose the letter, as long as I'm alive.”

I knew that the situation in the coal-mine was getting tense. Although
every day saw more miners forced down the pit, not much coal was com-
ing up. Since the riot the year before, the miners were more united. No
Japanese or foreman dared to set foot down the pit for fear of being killed
by the miners. The struggle was sharpening.

Uncle Wang looked so serious I was aware that the letter must be
urgent, although he had not said so. As I went out of the shed, I had a

premonition that something was going to happen.

* Legends in China have it that the ghosts of the dead go to a home-view platform
for a last look at the loved ones they left at home before they depart for the other

world,
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While I had been with Uncle Wang over the last few months, I had
learnt that he and Uncle Chin were sent here by the guerrillas fighting
the Japanese in the mountains. They had often told me that it was the
Japanese and the traitors who had ruined my family. The guerrillas
wanted to drive the Japanese out and take the coal-mine which would
then belong to us, the poor people.

As I approached the guard post I pulled myself together and strode
forward.

“Hey, there, you bastard!” Two gaunt Japanese came out from the
post, their bayonets pointing towards me. “The great Lord Yamamoto
sent for me,” I said calmly, concealing my agitation.

The guards considered this for a moment. Then one of them ordered
me to unbutton my jacket and turn out my trouser pockets. The other
came over to examine my jacket but seeing it was so ragged he contented
himself with pulling it off me and throwing it on the ground. “Get along!
Get along!” he said. My heart leaped, for the letter was in the jacket.
“Sir,” I shouted, “I have nothing on my back, I'll freeze to death.” I tried
to jump forward to get my jacket. As I did so, one of them swung his
bayonet at my throat. Fortunately my foot slipped and I fell on my back,
so his bayonet missed me. “Little Ox,” I said to myself, “don’t be a fool.
You mustn’t lose a letter which is worth more than your life.” Again I
tried to crawl towards the jacket. The first guard brought his boot down
on my right hand, and threatened to bayonet me if I moved. “I've no
clothes on,” I yelled aloud. “I’ll be frozen.” I tried to stretch out my
left hand to get the jacket but the second guard picked it up, and crouched
aside to search it. Suddenly he jumped up holding the jacket high. I
feared he had found the letter. But without even looking at me he flung
the jacket aside. The other, whose eyes were keener than mine, im-
mediately lifted his boot off my hand and rushed over to him. Seizing
my chance, I grabbed my jacket and ran down the hill as fast as my legs
would carry me, They were now fighting with each other and paying no
attention to me. In one breath, I sped to the foot of the hill and felt for
the letter. It was still there. I breathed a sigh of relief. But when I
groped in my pocket for the money; I found it was gone.

The sky was clouded over. The snow was falling lightly, the flakes
melting as soon as they touched my face. A gentle breeze was blowing
from the north-west. The snow underfoot had melted during the day
but now it was freezing again and creaked underfoot as I walked. My
wadded jacket was torn all over. I cursed my hands for their idleness,
for I had plucked the cotton out bit by bit as the days got warmer. I
never expected it would turn so cold as it was now.

I came to Japan Street where all the Japanese families lived. Their
children were real little bullies. Usually I took a roundabout way to
avoid them but sometimes, out of bravado, I purposely came this way.
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Today my thoughts were so occupied, I had come upon the quarter with-
oul realizing it. I summoned my pluck and walked on. Suddenly a group
of children dashed upon me. I did not want to deal with them now, so
I took to my heels. But as luck would have it, my shoe came off, tripping
me so that I fell down. They were on me at once, slapping my face,
laughing and tugging at my clothes. I refrained from hitting back, and
concentrated on protecting the letter in my sleeve. But time was passing
and they did not seem likely to leave me on their own accord. I decided
to get rid of them. Catching them unawares, I sprang forward and butted
a tall fellow with my head. He fell back, winded, and I dashed away. I
comforted myself that one day I would have my revenge.

When I reached home Uncle Chin was out. “Little Ox!” exclaimed
Chin Niu. “Your face is all swollen? What has happened?” Hot tears
gushed out from my eyes. I told her about my mishaps. She was
indignant. “Yes,” she said firmly, “we’ll get our revenge some day!”

Before I could ask her where Uncle Chin had gone, he came back.
As soon as he saw me his face broke into smiles. “Little Ox,” he said,
“you’re here! I've been worrying because we had no one to deliver a
message to the miners’ shed.” .

I tore open the lining of my sleeve and gave Uncle Chin the letter
from Uncle Wang. I saw that Chin Niu was itching to tell Uncle Chin
about how I had been beaten up, but I frowned her into silence.

Uncle Chin read the letter. Then he asked me if I could go back
at once. “Such a long way,” he murmured, looking me over and frown-
ing. “I'm afraid
it'll  be too
much for you.”

I straight-
ened up my
shoulders.
“Uncle Chin!”
I said. “Don’t
you - worry
about me, I'm
all right. Don’t
you your-
self say we
shouldn’t fuss
over our per-
sonal discom-
forts when we
work for the
good of all?
Besides, I want
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to get my own back for my parents.” He leaned forward and picked me
up. “You really have grown up!’ he said. Then he whispered into my
ear, “The guerrillas will come down from the mountains tonight, and the
miners will join them. You must hurry back and tell them to get ready.
Old Wang says in his letter that the Japanese will shift a big batch of our
miners to another mine during the night. They’re going to swop them
for some others, so it'll be a good chance for us. But there’s one thing
they’ll never be able to change, and that’s our hearts — they’re red to the
core and they’ll stay that way.”

“Uncle Chin,” I said beside myself with joy, “let me go and fight
the Japanese.”

“You're already fighting them,” he said, running his fingers through
my hair. “I tell you what I will do. I’ll ask them to take you to the
mountains.”

“Won’t they say I'm too small?”

“I don’t think so, since you've been doing such a good job!”

“Sew the letter inside my jacket,” I said to Chin Niu. She was
bringing out an extra jacket for me to wear. I feared it was the same
printed one she offered me last time. How could I wear a girl’s printed
Jacket? Besides, it was her one and only! But as she handed it to me
I saw she had dyed it a greyish blue colour. So as not to hurt her
feelings, I put it on under my own. i

Uncle Chin asked me if I would have any trouble getting past the
guard post. In point of fact, the guards would have been likely to
bayonet anyone trying to pass at that time of night, but I did not men-
tion this. I told him I would not have to go through the guard post,
I could easily go round by the back of the Ten Thousand Men’s Pit and
sneak through the wire fence by the drainage pool. Before I set out
he urged me again to be careful and told me that if the letter was not
delivered by midnight we would be in trouble. He also warned me
to keep indoors if I heard any shooting about one o’clock.

When I left it had stopped snowing. The sky was overcast with
dark clouds and there was a fierce north wind blowing. I trudged along,
stumbling and falling this way and that, grazing my hands and face.
My legs were stiff with the cold. Now I was getting near to the wire
fence. The wind was blowing hard, and a half moon shone dimly
through the dark clouds. Quietly I crawled forward around the pool.
Half way around, I stopped to reconnoitre. There was no one in sight!
I was through the fence before I caught sight of a shadow under the
tree. It was a Japanese sentry and he was coming towards me. I lay
flat on my stomach, but he came nearer and nearer. Hastily I turned
and rolled into the pool. It was just deep enough to cover me. I lay
on my back leaving only my nose above water. At that moment I was
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too afraid of being late for the uprising at one o’clock to feel either cold
or frightened of anything else.

The sentry stood by the pool looking round for some time and only
left when he had satisfied himself there was nothing there. Quickly I
got up and ran off, but before long I found my clothes freezing hard, so
that I could scarcely move. I began to crawl. When I reached the
miners’ shed, I had a hard struggle to stand up. I threw myself through
the door, and stiff as a board, crept over to Uncle Wang'’s bed and tugged
at the corner of his quilt. He woke up, astonished, and quickly jumped
out of bed and hugged me. My tongue was no longer under control.
“Uncle . . . Wang . . .’ I faltered hoarsely, “here . . .is . .. a letter
... for you....” Before I could finish I lost consciousness.

When I came to, I wondered whether it was one o’clock yet. Open-
ing my eyes, I found that I was lying on our kang at home with my
mother’s old jacket over me. Nobody was around except Uncle Liu, an
old messenger in his sixties. He was sitting by my side. I tried to get
up but he pushed me down. “Don’t move,” he said. “Tremendous things
have been happening. The devils were transporting some miners to
another place but the train had hardly passed the guard post when the
others blew up the Japanese camp. Many Japanese were killed. I heard
Niikawa was among them. The miners all got away to the mountains!”

I wanted to sit up. As I moved, I felt something around my neck.
It was a piece of string, with a silver ring attached to it! Uncle Wang’s
ring! I tried to call for him but I had no voice.

Uncle Liu began to whisper something into my ear. “Uncle Wang
stayed behind to cover the others’ getaway,” he said. “But he was
wounded and captured by the Japanese. The soldiers went to search
his place but found nothing. Finally they took him off to the Security
Section. If he hadn’t sent you over here earlier, they would have grab-
bed you, too. What ever were you thinking of, going into the water at
midnight?”

I was stunned at the news. Tears began to flow from my eyes.
“Uncle Wang,” 1 said to myself, “you used to always have your wits
about you, how could you be so stupid as to fall into Yamamoto’s hands?”
Grasping the silver ring in my hand, I swore to avenge him. A rush of
hot blood came to my face, and drained away as quickly. A pain passed

through my head and I fainted away again.
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VI

As soon as I was up I went everywhere trymg to get some news about
Uncle Wang.

Uncle Chin was even more fond of Uncle Wang than I was, but he
remained very calm. “Little Ox,” he said, when he saw that I was up-
set, “your Uncle Wang has plenty of courage. They’ll never get a word
out of him. . . . If the worst comes to the worst, he’ll die an honourable
death! More than two hundred of us have got away to the mountains.
They’ll avenge him! There’s no need for you to run yourself into
trouble. Why not do as I say?” ,

I was struck silent by his words. How could I disobey him? He
was such a good and selfless person that everybody in the coal-mine
loved and respected him. He had once been a miner but after he had
an accident, he came to the hospital as door-keeper. I had heard the
story. One day when the miners were working down in the pit, there
was a gas explosion and the pit caught fire. The miners flung down
their tools and ran for safety, and the fire-alarm began to blow. At this
moment Uncle Chin edged his way through the crowd and stood in front
of them. “If we want to live,” he shouted, “we must put out the fire!”
So saying, he poured a bucket of water over himself and fetched two bags
of sand. The others came back to help. . .. Finally they got the fire
under control. It was then that they found Uncle Chin lying uncon-
scious. When they carried him out they were enraged to see that the
Japanese were in the process of sealing the mine. As soon as they heard
the fire was out they moved the barriers away and set the miners free.

If Uncle Chin had not kept his head and taken the lead, more than
a hundred miners would have been trapped and buried alive by the Japa-
nese. Uncle Chin lost four fingers of his right hand. They were so
badly burnt they had to be amputated. It was said that Uncle Chin’s
house was considered a place of refuge by the women in the miners’
living quarters. When a man had been pushed round all day by the
Japanese and the foremen, he would sometimes resort to drink and vent
his grievances on his wife. The women used to take refuge in Uncle
Chin’s house. Once a man with a hoe in hand came chasing his wife
right up to Uncle Chin’s door. Uncle Chin stood firm. “And just what
do you think you’re doing?”’ he asked. At this, the man fell back, laid
aside his hoe and apologized to his wife.

After Uncle Wang’s arrest I had no heart for work. In spite of Uncle
Chin’s anxieties about me, I sneaked home every day from the mine to
see if there was any news about Uncle Wang. On the fourth day after
the break-out I was on my way home, when I had a sudden premoni-
tion that something had gone wrong. I hastened onwards, my heart
beating fast. On reaching home, I gasped at the sight that confronted
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me. Uncle Chin’s house was in chaos. The doors and windows were
Smashed to splinters and things lay strewn all over the floor. My uncle’s

door was locked. What ever had happened, I wondered. I went next door."

The neighbours said that Uncle Chin had been taken away by the Japanese
and that Chin Niu had taken refuge somewhere. I felt absolutely defeated.
My knees shook, and I leaned against the wall for support. . . . Later,
when I went to fetch Chin Niu, she flung herself into my arms and wept.

It appeared that when Uncle Chin came home from work, a man
came to the door wearing a workman’s jacket over a pair of Western-
style trousers. Uncle Chin quickly handed his tobacco pipe to Chin Niu
and told her to go into the other room. Standing at the door with his
hands on his hips, ‘the man looked round arrogantly. ‘“Are you the rice
seller?” he asked Uncle Chin. By then Uncle Chin had spotted a car
standing outside and bodyguards lurking in the background. “No, I'm
not,” he answered coldly. “We don’t even have husks, let alone rice.”
“Damn your cheek,” cried the man. “Who are you to talk like that?
You’re against the Manchukuo Government and Japan, eh?” “I'm a miner,”
said Uncle Chin. “If my ancestors heard you say that, they’d pour their
blessings on me.” “Oh,” roared the fellow, “a Communist, hey?” He
grabbed Uncle Chin and took him away.

Chin Niu wept continuously despite my efforts to comfort her. In
fact, T was crying myself, so how could I comfort her? Uncle took me
aside and told me that during the night of the break-out, one of the miners
stole back home instead of going with the others to the mountains. But
no sooner had he reached home than he was arrested and sent back to
the mine. They flogged him until his flesh was torn, and subjected him
to electric shocks. Finally he broke down and told everything he knew.
So Uncle Chin was arrested. Clenching my teeth, I swore that I would
catch that yellow-bellied fellow and stab him a thousand times. . . .

‘I had never told Chin Niu what .Uncle Chin was doing. “Little Ox,”
I remembered Uncle Chin saying to me once, “you’re so good to Chin
Niu. You treat her just as though she was your own sister. If anything
ever happens to me, I’'ll have no worries on her account.” That evening
I tried to cheer up Chin Niu. “Since Uncle Chin was not the rice seller,”
I said to her, “they’ll be bound to let him go.” She turned her face
away, as though she knew I was not speaking the truth. 1In a few
moments she lay down on the kang, worn out with crying. I watched
her till she fell asleep before I dozed off, too. .

Suddenly we were awakened by gun shots. Chin Niu sat bolt up-
right, looking agitated. Then she shook my uncle awake. “Why are they
shooting?” she asked. “I don’t know,” said uncle in a strained voice.
“For no good purpose, I'll be bound. Either killing or robbing, I sup-
pose. Little Niu, go to sleep and don’t worry!” Chin Niu, tightly grasp-
ing uncle’s arm, was soon asleep again.

57



The next morning she awoke before daybreak. She looked appre-
hensive. Getting up from the kang, she went out on her own.

I sprang to my feet and followed her. When she saw me, she
clutched my sleeve and broke into tears. ‘Little Ox,” she sobbed, “some-
thing must have happened last night. Yamamoto was killing people —
probably dad was among them. . . .” She buried her face in her hands
and cried. For a long while I could not speak, and my heart ached as
though it had been pierced by a knife.

“Little Ox!”’ said Chin Niu. “Let’s go to the back of Yamamoto’s
house and peep through the cracks in the fence.”” She started to drag
me away.

I knew it would be dangerous but I could not dissuade her. When
we came to the cross-roads not far from the riverside, we saw four figures
in uniform emerge from Yamamoto’s house on the east side of the road,
dragging a blood-stained gunny bag towards the river.

“Little Ox,” said Chin Niu, her lips trembling, “it may be my father.”
Then we heard a dog bark in the compound. “Old rascal,” someone
shouted, “will you speak or not?” I took Chin Niu by the hand and has-
tened towards the fence. We could hear the dog growling, as though
it was worrying something. Crawling forward, we peeped through the
cracks in the fence. There stood a tattered blood-stained figure of a man
tied to one of the stable posts. It looked as though the dog had been
tearing him. “Will you speak or not?” Yamamoto and a special agent
shouted in unison.

I looked at the feet of the man. Surely those are Uncle Chin’s shoes,
[ thought. My heart started to flutter. Before I had time to speak, Chin
Niu had also recognized them. She burst out crying. Heavens, what were
we doing? I covered her mouth and pulled her down into the ditch.

The dog barked in our direction.

“Oh!” we could hear Uncle Chin groan.

“He’s passing out, throw cold water over him.”

The agents fussed about and paid no attention to us.

Holding hands, we crawled out of the ditch and back to the fence.
Chin Niu looked calm and unafraid.

“Oh! Oh!” Uncle Chin was coming to himself again.

“Are you a Communist?” shouted Yamamoto, leather whip in hand.

“Yes, I am!” declared Uncle Chin, glaring at his torturer.

“Will you tell us all you know?”

“I know nothing!” Uncle Chin’s voice was loud.

“Speak out, who else is against the Manchukuo Government and
Japan?”’ Big Swindler cut in.

“All Chinese people with a conscience are against the Manchukuo
Government and Japan,” Uncle Chin said, lifting his head.

28



Yamamoto’s eyes glinted. Turning towards the dog he rapped out
an order. The dog leapt upon Uncle Chin. . . .

“The Chinese people . . .” shouted Uncle Chin, “will drive away

- the Japanese . . . imperialists!”” Suddenly he straightened up,
waving his hand, then slumped forward. He lay still on the ground,
silent. In vain they poured cold water over him. He lay motionless.

“Throw him into the river!” Yamamoto ordered. ‘‘Seize his folks

and kill them all.” He threw away the whip and wiped his bloody hand

on his leather boot.

Several of the men began to put the corpse into a gunny bag.

“Sir Yamamoto,” said Big Swindler, cocking his head with a flatter-
ing smile, “he has a little girl at home.” As he spoke he pointed at
Uncle Chin’s corpse.

“Sir,” interrupted Long Neck, “he’s also got a godson — the boy who
delivers your letters.”

“Eh, what’s that?”’ At the prospect of a new victim, Yamamoto
picked up his whip again.

“The dead man Chin’s godson,” explained Long Neck once more, “is
the boy who delivers your messages. . . .”

“Fetch him quick!” Yamamoto broke in before he had time to finish.

The special agents immediately set out in a car.

I pulled Chin Niu down into the ditch. She was deathly pale, and
before long she had fainted. Flinging her on my back, I set off, intending
to follow the river. But where could we go? Like a puff of smoke, the
car sped in the direction of our living quarters. If they can’t find us
there, I thought, they will search everywhere. Where can we hide? The
more I worried, the more exhausted I became, and with Chin Niu on my
back I could hardly make any headway at all.

Suddenly a man came up from behind us. He was wearing a straw
hat, and had a rope tied round his waist with a copper pipe stuck in it.
He looked like a peasant. In his hand he was carrying a basket with
several fish in it. “What a coincidence,” he said, patting me on the
shoulder. ‘“Aren’t you Little Ox and Chin Niu?”

I stopped short but did not dare to answer. Then he tilted back his
hat, and I recognized him as a man who had often called on Uncle Chin.
I had never known his name. He lifted Chin Niu off my back and put
her on his own. I followed him carrying the basket. ‘“Uncle,” I said
after we had walked a while, “where are we going?”

“Up to the mountains, son.”

“To fight against the Japanese?”

“Uh-huh!”

“How do we get there?”

“Just follow me!”
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When we had gone about two li, Chin Niu sighed but did not open
her eyes. Two more turns brought us to a quiet cove on the river. He
stopped and laid Chin Niu on the ground. Then he rolled up his trousers
and pulled out from among the rushes a small boat with a fishing net
over it.

He put Chin Niu in the boat and I sat beside her. As he pushed
off from the bank, he turned to us. “If anybody asks who you are,” he
said, “just say your name is Liu, and that you are called Little Ox and
- Little Niu, my son and daughter.” The day began to break, the stars faded
and a stretch of white mist covered the surface of the river.,

Our boat was drifting with the current. Now and then as I dipped
my hand into the water I wondered where the bodies of Uncle Chin and
Uncle Wang had drifted to by now. They might even have floated out
to sea. . . . Mother also drowned herself in the river. Turning my
head, I saw that Chin Niu’s face was smeared with mud. I tore a strip
of cloth from my jacket, soaked it in water and wiped her cheek.

She woke up and gazed at me but said nothing. Perhaps she could
not remember what had happened. ‘“We're going up to the mountains
to fight against the Japanese,” I whispered in her ear. “We’ll be able
to avenge Uncle Chin and my parents!”

Still she said nothing. Lifting up her head, she looked at the boat-
man and her eyes fell upon his pipe. I realized then that, strangely
enough, his pipe was the same as Uncle Wang’s. Chin Niu at once fumbled
in her pocket and drew out another like it. She handed it to the boat-
man. The boatman pulled out the tobacco holder and extracted a note
from inside the pipe. I guessed that it must be about where we should
go in the future. The boatman, having read it, chewed it up and spat
it into the river. Despite myself, I felt a little indignant. What a girl!
Why had she never told me anything about it? And I had done so much
more than she had. But as I saw her lean against the side of the boat,
her eyes filled with glittering tears, I simply could not blame her.

The sun rose. It shone upon the river, turning the water flaming red.

Translated by Chang Su-chu
INlustrations by Hou Yi-min
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LI-MING GOES TO WORK ON THE LAND

WANG HSI-YEN

It was nearly noon by the time Shih Hsiao-ming and his parents got
home from the station. They had been to see off his brother Li-ming,
“the young biologist” as Professor Lo called him. Professor Lo taught
in the same university as father, and Li-ming was one of the assistants
in his department.- Today the young biologist had left to work in the
country. .

“We'll ask leave for Hsiao-ming so that he can send his brother off,”
mother had said.

So he had gone with father and mother to the station. On the plat-
form they found Li-ming the centre of a noisy, jolly crowd. He was
one of a large group from the university going down to the country,-and
all of them had smiles on their faces, and on their coats big red paper
flowers presented by their colleagues or students. With his cap on the
back of his head, Li-ming stood out from the crowd on account of his
height and the gestures he made as he talked. The delegation which had
come to see them off had brought red banners right on to the platform.
Only drums and gongs were missing. This station was always fairly
busy, but with Li-ming and his friends, not to mention those who had
come to say goodbye —including Hsiao-ming and his parents — it was
much more lively than usual. You could hardly hear your own voice
above the greetings and laughter. While still near the entrance to the
platform, Hsiao-ming caught sight of Professor Lo’s silver head. And
a few yards further on, a broad red ribbon in her hair, was Lin.

' “Lin! Lin!” he called eagerly.

She had seen them too. Waving a hand in a red woollen glove, she
ran over. :

Lin was Li-ming’s special friend, and the Nursing College where
she taught was very close to their home. Though she and Li-ming were
not formally engaged yet, the family considered her as one of them.
Father and mother liked her, and so did Hsiao-ming. Perhaps it- was the
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crispness in the air
that made her plump
cheeks so rosy today.
Li-ming was being
greeted by so many
friends at once that
he seemed quite dis-
tracted.  Hsiao-ming
squeezed up to his
brother, and shook
his hand just like a
grown-up. Warm-
hearted Professor Lo
gave Li-ming a tre-
mendous hug and
slapped him on the
back, roaring with
laughter till his glasses
nearly fell off. Then
he squeezed his way
to another group and
father followed him,
because others were
pushing this way.
Hsiao-ming naturally
paid no attention, but
clung to one of Li-

ming’s hands while
mother kept hold of the other. Since Lin was more polite, she was

svxfept to one side. But very soon father came back, and pulled Hsiao-
ming away so that mother and Lin could speak to Li-ming before
the train started. Li-ming was smiling broadly, and a lock of hair had
fallen over his eyes like a horse’s mane. Then father called mother too
but she refused to move. She straightened her son’s blue padded jacket,
smoothed his scarf, and nestled close to him — she only came up to his’
shoulder — as if she wanted to keep even Lin away. In fact, Lin was
standing back, very still, by a pillar. Li-ming had stopped srr;iling now
and bent his head to catch mother’s parting instructions.

“... Write at least once a week.” There was no end to the advice
mother was giving. “The letter needn’t be long, but be sure to write &

When the train carried Li-ming off, Hsiao-ming and his pE’lI‘.e;'ﬂ-:S
threaded their way through the cheerful crowd out of the station. Mother
bumped into several people on the way. She tripped on the: station
steps too, and would have fallen if Lin hadn’t caught her arm. As Lin
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had to go back to college she took a tram while Hsiao-ming and the old
folk climbed into the university bus which had brought Li-ming and the
others. Mother looked quite lost, swaying with the jolting of the bus.
She was still smiling, but Hsiao-ming noticed that her eyes were moist.

“She’s going to miss Li-ming,” he thought sympathetically, and edged
a little closer to her. This was mother’s way. When she saw father off
to a conference in Peking her eyes had been red too, and she had bumped
into several people on the platform. Mother would like to keep the
whole family at home by her side every minute of the time. But how
could she stop father attending conferences or Li-ming going to the coun-
try? Why, in a few years Hsiao-ming would be going to conferences in
Peking himself, or would be seen off at the station like Li-ming to go to
some far-off farm. . ..

Hsiao-ming envied his brother enormously. It was such an honour
to go to work on the land like this, with a red paper flower on your
coat and so many friends to see you off. Besides, in the countiry you
could herd water buffaloes or drive tractors. But he was too young.
Li-ming would never have taken him, and father and mother would never
have let him go. In a mood of self-pity, Hsiao-ming reached home.

Once home, the three of them sat down in father’s small study.
'Father took off his coat with the otter collar, and chose his favourite
wicker chair by the desk. Mother sat by the stove, still in her outdoor
things, and held out her hands to warm them. Hsiao-ming was so hot
that he kept wiping his forehead. From the kitchen behind came a smell
of smoke and fried fish, the clatter of pans and the sound of a dropped
chopstick. Their maid, Liu, was getting lunch. It was nearly noon, and
Hsiao-ming discovered that he was ravenous.

But father could not sit idle, though he was just back from the station
and lunch would soon be on the table. He went into Li-ming’s room.
Ranged on the young biologist’s shelves were glass bottles and specimen
cases which Hsiao-ming was forbidden to touch. At the thought of the
bats, butterflies and snails in them, Hsiao-ming ran after his father, whom
he found tidying the shelves. Father stacked the books neatly, put the
specimen cases in orderly rows, and covered them all with old newspapers.
Mother came in too and made the bed, spreading a dust-wrap over it.
Then they both tidied his desk.

“Well, will Li-ming be there this time tomorrow?”’ mother asked.

“He’ll be in the provincial capital tomorrow. It may take him an-
other day to reach the village.” Father covered the desk with old
newspapers too.

“All I mind is the distance.”

“What does the distance matter? It’s the same whichever part of
the country he goes to: he'll be working with the peasants, farming.”
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“But the farms in the suburbs are so much closer. He could just
step on a bus and be home in no time.”

“Listen to you! The boy’s only just gone, and you're thinking of
his home-coming!”’

Mother did not answer this, but changed the subject.

“These children don’t know what it is to be cold.” She looked at
Hsiao-ming. “In weather like this we like to sit by the stove, but he’s*
perspiring! Mind you don’t take your cap off straight away, or you'll
catch cold!” :

There was no end to mother’s rules of this sort. You must wear a
mask to go out, start every meal with soup, warm your bed with a hot-
water bottle before getting into it, wipe the knife for peeling apples with
alcohol. . . . She was very particular. Although Li-ming was grown
up, mother still insisted on warming his bedding every night before he
went to bed. And as for the way she tried to coddle Hsiao-ming, it was
unbelievable. Father often teased her about this, and Li-ming had threat-
ened to move into the bachelors’ hostel, but she felt it was her duty
to mother them. Now Li-ming had left by train with a roll of bedding
to work on some far-away farm. It was no use worrying about him now.
How Hsiao-ming envied him! Mother fussed far too much.

“Just wait!” he thought cheerfully. “A few more years, and I'll go
down to the land too!”

As soon as they had finished Li-ming’s room, Liu served lunch. And
during the meal she asked mother: ‘“Was Miss Lin upset to see Li-ming
go?”

“Upset!” Mother sounded indignant. “She looked as pleased as if
it had been their wedding!”

“Why shouldn’t she have looked pleased?” asked father. “It’s cer-
tainly something to be pleased about, the university allowing Li-ming
to go in the first batch to work with the peasants for a period of time!
If his fiancée’s pleased, his mother should be too.”

“So I am,” said mother.

“Still worrying about the distance?” :

“It would be better if it weren’t so far.- You surely learn just as
much from work nearby as at a distance. Why should he have to go to
a_different province?” 2

“You can’t call it a different province — his old home.” P

“It may be your old home, but Li-ming has never been there in his
life. He doesn’t even know where your family lives —so you can’t call
it his old home!” ,

“Isn’t that all the more reason for going back to get to know it? In
our parts they have a saying: Trees have roots and men have their
homes. Everyone should have some corner of the couniry that is his
~ old home.” :
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Father loved to sing the praises of his village. Whenever a letter
came from it or he met someone from that district, he would launch into
an enthusiastic deseription. Hsiao-ming knew that his father’s old home
was a village of about a hundred households, with the houses in a long
row: those at one end were storeyed buildings with white walls and
black-tiled roofs, those at the other were thatched cottages. In front of
the village was a willow-bordered brook of clear, sweet water,
in which you found tiddlers, tiny shrimps, and- crabs no bigger than a
finger-nail. Behind was an orchard of magnificent date trees where
thousands of bees sipped nectar in the summer, and by the time the
branches were laden with dates the chirping of cicadas nearly deafened
you. He knew, too, that there was an old woodcutter in the village who
must be nearly eighty now yet could still carry a full load. When father
was small he often galloped through the street on this uncle’s shoulders.
On the Double Ninth Festival this woodcutter carried him to see the
village opera, and he sat on his broad shoulders all through the perform-
ance before being carried home again. One of their aunts there had
been killed by Japanese soldiers, leaving a lame cousin who was now the
swineherd in the agricultural co-operative, and such a good pig-breeder
that his name had been in the papers. Hsiao-ming had heard all this
time and again, but father never tired of repeating it, and promised that
he would take Hsiao-ming back with him some holiday to “‘have a look
atsthe old place and taste the delicious brook water.” But year after
year passed, without this promise being kept. They had made a trip
to Mokan Mountain one summer, but that was all.

After lunch Hsiao-ming had to rest for a while. Then he shouldered
his satchel and went to school. Coming home he ran straight to the
study, only to find that father was not back from the university. That
meant he would not be home till dusk. Then Hsiao-ming hurried to the
sitting-room, where he found Liu standing on a bench cleaning the win-
dows while mother and Mrs. Lo were at the table cutting out characters
for slogans. This was for the campaign to wipe out the Four Pests —
rats, mosquitoes, flies and sparrows. The snipping of their scissors and
the rubbing of the glass made a-pleasant sound. Plump Mrs. Lo in her
silver-rimmed glasses spoke slowly and was very good-tempered. She
was one of mother’s best friends and a member of the faculty wives’
committee, who bustled about the residential section of the campus, re-
minding one maid to sweep the road before their gate and another to
turn off the tap in their backyard more tightly. She had a hand in every-
thing, and was kindness itself when anyone was in difficulties. The night
before she had helped mother do up Li-ming’s bedding roll, and now
here she was again helping her cut out characters.

“Did you see your brother off this morning, Hsiao-ming?” Mrs. Lo
asked slowly, smiling over the top of her glasses.
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Hsiao-ming answered briefly, hanging his satchel on a chair.

“Are you sorry he’s gone?”

“It’s an honour to work on the land — why should I be sorry?”

“In a few years, when you'ré old enough, will you go to some farm
too?” Mrs. Lo put a newly cut character on the table.

Hsiao-ming nodded without speaking. The answer was so obvious,
she need not have asked. Not long ago their form master had taken
them over a tractor station. When he grew up he meant to be a trac-
tor driver. He would sit high up in the tractor with both hands on the
wheel, and — chug, chug! — would plough acres and acres of land.

“He’s his father’s son,” said mother. “I used to think Li-ming took
after me. But even he is growing more and more like his father. He’s
for ever lecturing me. I'm the only backward one in this family.”

“It’s not a question of being backward at all,” said Mrs. Lo cheerfully.
“A mother is always a mother. A father is different.”

“The principle of the thing is simple enough. Most intellectuals
are bookworms who don’t know the first thing about practical work,
mistake wheat sprouts for leeks, and can’t recognize the staple grains.
And then they’re so soft, they can’t stand wind or frost. They should
do some manual labour to toughen themselves and learn what work
really means, so as to respect labour and get closer to the working peo-
ple. Do you think I don’t understand that? Of course I do! I’'m just
sorry he’s gone so far. You know, Li-ming’s never been- away from
home, and once he becomes absorbed in his microbes he’s blind to the
world — he has no idea how to look after himself.”

“Yes, if he’d gone to the suburbs he’d have been much closer,”
agreed Liu. ;

“But when I say that, his father laughs at me.” Mother cut another
character crooked. “He accuses me of not supporting this movement
whole-heartedly. But who’s he to talk? He’s not much better himself.
When Li-ming volunteered to go he consulted his father, and I can tell
you my husband was in two minds about it. Then the university au-
thorities agreed to let our boy go in the first group, and Li-ming came
home walking on air to announce the good news. Though his father
said all the correct things, he didn’t sleep that night. I laughed up my
sleeve at him, thinking: ‘So you worry about your son too! ”

“Yes.” Liu turned round to confirm this. “Professor Shih gave us
money to prepare better meals, didn’t he?”

“As there’s no one else here, I may as well tell you the truth.” Moth-
er suddenly became confidential. “He bought half a dozen bottles of
cod-liver oil capsules. Just slipped out that day and bought them. But
he wanted me to give them to Li-ming. Said the boy might accept
them from his mother: Li-ming absolutely refused though. Those
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capsules are now in a drawer in the cabinet. Hsiao-ming will have to
eat. them.” . i b

“I won’t!” protested Hsiao-ming.

“Then your father will have to eat them himself. That may teach
him not to laugh at other people!” For a moment mother actually smiled.

“But you know, you really don’t have to worry,” said Mrs. Lo, hold-
ing up another character she had cut out. “Look at our third boy. Just
after liberation he ran off to join the army. He went south to fight
Chiang Kai-shek, and then joined the volunteers and went to Korea.
You should hear the tales he tells. The temperature was thirty degrees
below zero, they lived in some sort of tunnel in the hillside, and day and
night they were strafed by American planes or under bombardment
from their heavy artillery —imagine it! But he stayed there nearly
three years, and you saw him when he came back. He’d grown taller
and put on weight. His face was ruddy, his cheeks had filled out, and
there was a spring in his step. His health had improved out of all rec-
ognition! When I saw him I realized I'd been worrying for nothing.
The old proverb still holds true: ‘You bear the child, but you can’t keep
him.’ The world belongs to the young today, doesn’t it?”

“That’s right,” put in Liu. “When the fledgelings’ wings have grown,
they leave the nest.”

“If he'd waited till the spring it would have been. better — warmer.
- But winter came late this year —it’s only just started.”

“You know the saying: ‘Summer and winter are testing times.” Win-
ter is a bracing season. It’s no use being afraid of the cold. Work out
of doors improves your circulation so that you don’t feel the cold. If
you don’t believe me, wait till Li-ming has farmed for a year and see if he
isn’t much fitter than he is now. Young people adapt so easily.”

While Mrs. Lo and mother were talking, Hsiao-ming conjured up a
picture of “the young biologist” with his ungainly hands and feet and
his thin neck, who kept his nose buried in books or his eyes glued to a
microscope all day. He was glad to know that going down to the coun-
try would make Li-ming stronger. He picked up an extra pair of scis-
sors and started cutting up odd scraps of paper. His mother’s scissors
seemed to be playing tricks on her — they kept cutting crooked.

Liu finished cleaning the windows and carried the dirty water back
to the kitchen. Dusk was falling outside. Some way off —it might have
been by the university gate—a truck passed with gonging and drum-
ming. Mother wiped her eyes and put down her scissors. She turned
on the light, and the room became bright and cheerful. Mother urged
Mrs. Lo to go home, because it was time to get supper. But Mrs. Lo was
still there and the room was still full of paper snippings when father
came back with his shabby black brief-case.
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At supper father talked as much as ever. Not just about Li-ming,
but about the young lecturers and assistants in his department too. Hsiao-
ming knew most of them, as they often came to the house.

“The office is covered inside and out with wall-newspapers.” Fa-
ther was in high spirits, and his chopsticks tinkled against the rice bowl.
“Only two of my department were allowed to go in the first lot. So now
everybody wants to be included in the second. The applications are
becoming more and more ingenious. ... The times have certainly
changed. Young people today don’t know how lucky they are. When
I was a young man there were so many pitfalls ahead of us. One care-
less step and in you fell, perhaps hurting yourself so badly in the process
that you lost heart completely. But today a broad, bright -highway stretches
before us all if only we have the courage to forge ahead. No one need
worry about his future. And what other anxieties can he have? Why,
even rabbits can become lion-hearted!”

They were still at the table when Lin arrived, wearing the same red
ribbon as at the station. Her cheeks were as rosy as ever, and she was
smiling. |

“Have you had supper yet?”’ asked mother. “Do come and join us.
Liu, bring another bowl and chopsticks, will you. It’s a very simple meal.”

But Lin said she had already eaten. After a slight commotion she
took a seat by the table, and joined in the conversation. She gave them
the latest news of the Nursing College and the Health Bureau where she
had worked before. Her colleagues were all annoyed that their college
hadn’t got down yet to accepting their application to go to the country.
They felt they’d be more use there than other people — they could nurse
as well as farm. Applications to go down to the country were pouring
in at the bureau —nearly everyone had applied —and the wall-news-
papers posted up reached practically to the gate.

Lin was not usually very talkative, but tonight she had plenty to
say. And her chatter seemed to help mother find her appetite. Without
noticing it she ate her normal amount. -

After leaving the table they all went to father’s study. Liu was
particularly helpful today. Without a word to anyone she had put chairs
ready in the study and brewed a pot of the best green tea. The only
light in the room was the desk lamp with its green shade, which' lit up
the middle of the desk but left the rest of the room in semi-darkness.
Mother turned the shade back so that the whole room was bright, and
they sat round the stove. Hot, fragrant tea steamed in their cups.

“I suppose you’d have signed on too if you’d still been in the Health
Bureau,” said father, taking up the conversation where they had left off.

Lin nodded.

“Someone like you will probably be allowed to go, eh?”



“They take all factors into consideration. If I'm not allowed to go
the first time, I shall go the second.”

“Far away?” How mother harped on the distance!

“Wherever I'm sent. Everyone says the suburbs aren’t the real
thing. It’s better to go further.”

Hsiao-ming thoroughly agreed. Of course it was better to go fur-
ther like Li-ming, to travel by train as far as possible. The virgin soil
in the north-east or Sinkiang in the north-west would be so much better
than the suburbs. He understood what was worrying mother. Still,
she actually hadn’t contradicted Lin. In fact, mother seemed much less
depressed. She had even stopped sighing.

Just then the cheerful voices of Professor and Mrs. Lo rang out by
the kitchen. As they lived in the next row of university houses, only
separated from the Shihs by a small vegetable garden, they always came
in the back way. Professor Lo was a favourite with Hsiao-ming. Though
his hair was white he walked briskly, had a booming voice and was for
ever laughing. Wherever he went you heard that laugh of his.

“Aha, I see we're in luck! Here you all are snug by the fire!”” Pro-
fessor Lo strode in chuckling, and plunged into his subject without
waiting to sit down. “Well, this is a fine business, I must say! Those
allowed to work on the land have left in high spirits. Those not allowed
to go are sulking! Do you know why some people are annoyed, Old
Shih? They say: Why was Shih Li-ming able to go when we’re not?
It must be his father’s face. As if going to work on the land were a
question of face! Did you ever hear anything so ridiculous!”

“There are people here who think he’s gone too far.” Father

glanced -slyly at mother.
But mother turned a deaf ear. She started talking to Mrs. Lo about

the best ways to get rid of flies and mosquitoes.
“Do you know Old Sung in our department?”’ asked Professor Lo,

taking a cup from Liu and sipping the tea. “The fellow’s fifty-seven,
only two years younger than I am, yet he insists on going to work in the
country. He’s already sent in two letters of application, and run seven
or eight times to the Party committee to insist on being sent next time.
He’s more set on going than the youngsters!” ‘

“I thought those over fifty weren’t being considered,” put in Lin
from her corner.

“But there’s reason in what the old ones say. Old Sung argues
that the younger generation will have plenty of chances in future. But
time won’t stand still for us older men, and in a few more years we
shan’t be any use on the land. So we ought to have priority. Can you
refute that argument?”

The small room rang with talk and laughter. It was never quiet
wherever Professor Lo was. Liu filled their cups twice, and mother
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peeled apples. Someone put a piece of orange peel on the stove, and soon
its pungent scent mingled with the smoke Professor Lo and father were
puffing out. The room became so smoky that Hsiao-ming’s nose tickled.

“I am sure this is the first time in history anything of this sort has
been done.” Professor Lo’s silver hair glinted in the lamplight. “Chair-
man Mao said: ‘.. . The ultimate line of demarcation between the
revolutionary intellectuals on the one hand and non-revolutionary and
counter-revolutionary intellectuals on the other lies in whether they are
willing to, and actually do, become one with the masses of workers and
peasants’ Going to work on the land is the way -to become one with the
workers and peasants, and by doing this we intellectuals can really
change our class stand and our ideas and behaviour., It’s the way we
must go, the lesson we must learn. The rightists claim that intellectuals
are born Marxists who understand Marxism by virtue of being literate
and have no need to change their bourgeois ways of thinking and feeling
through working with the people. But that is utter nonsense! Take my
case. I went to Europe in my twenties to study natural science, and ate
bread instead of rice till a hard crust formed over my brain. Without
some pretty sharp knocks, that crust could never be broken. What’s to
break it? I know now — honest manual labour with working folk! But
it’s not an easy thing to take these knocks, because our intellectuals have
always looked down on manual labour and therefore on working folk.”

“That reminds me of an experience I once had.” Father’s thin face
looked graver than usual. “I was about the same age as Hsiao-ming
here, perhaps a couple of years older. One day during harvest I slipped
away from my mother — who coddled me even more than Hsiao-ming’s
mother ever coddled our sons — and went with one of our farmhands to
the fields. I had set my heart on helping them bind the paddy sheaves.
But do you think the farmhands would let me? They didn’t dare. Still,
I pleaded and cried till they gave in. But that evening I ran a high
fever —a moderate case of sunstroke. And that kind-hearted farmhand
got the sack! If you like to call that manual labour, it was my first and
last experience.”

“Well!” Professor Lo stubbed out a cigarette. “I didn’t even have
that much experience.”

“Knowledge is born of labour,” father went on. “Intellectuals of
bourgeois origin who never take part in manual labour can’t possibly
see the collective strength of the workers and grow puffed up, imagin-
ing themselves superior to everyone else. And that cuts them off from
ordinary folk so that they can’t serve the people whole-heartedly. The
last few days, since Li-ming’s application was accepted, I've been think-
ing. I always considered myself devoted to the country and my old
home. But what did I actually love? The weeping willows by the
brook, the date trees behind the \}illage, the morning dew, the sunset —
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hatural beauty that any outsider could appreciate. Was that all my
home meant to me? It ought to have meant that old farmhand who was
sacked and all those others who supported us by the sweat of their brow,
who have now stood up and are building themselves a better life. If I
speak of knowing my village, I should know them, their life in the old
days and — even more — today. Home is more than scenery. First and
foremost, it is the men who till the soil. . . .”

~ “Quite right!” Professor Lo had punctuated this speech with approv-
Ing nods.

“This morning when I said goodbye to Li-ming and saw the train
heading towards my village, I thought: ‘Good, he’ll get to know our old
home.’ I have only just woken up to the fact that really to know your
home you must do as Li-ming is doing, go and live with the villagers,
eating and working with them. This sounds simple enough, but it isn’t
so easy to be convinced of it. . . .”

Father looked ready to go on talking for hours. This was a way he
had. If he was in the mood he would run on and on whether you un-
derstood him or not. Hsiao-ming gave a yawn, then another, till his
eyes began to water. Unfortunately, these yawns reminded mother that
it was his bedtime, and he had to leave the cheerful study to go to his
bed in a small room off his parents’ room. He hadn’t even asked Pro-
fessor Lo how many wall-newspapers asking to go to the country Li-ming
‘had written.

As he lay in bed — the quilt had not been warmed today — Hsiao-
ming could hear the buzz of talk from the study, Professor Lo’s voice
booming above the rest. But by degrees everything grew less distinct,
the sounds seemed to float into the distance and he started dreaming.
He dreamed that he and Li-ming were seated on a huge tractor which
was being pulled by a water buffalo. His brother’s big hands held the -
wheel. The buffalo ran so fast that Hsiao-ming was afraid of being
thrown off. He caught hold of Li-ming’s shirt and shouted:

“Brother!”’

“What’s the matter, Hsiao-ming?”

He opened his eyes and found he was in bed. Mother was calling
to him from the next room. The guests had gone and everything was
dark. Only through the open door he could see the glow of his father’s
cigarette.

He let go of the. quilt he was clutching. Rather ashamed of his
dream, he lay so still that he heard what his parents were saying.

“So now Li-ming has gone.” Father drew on his cigarette, which
glowed more brightly. “Why do parents always worry about their
children? Either we’re afraid that our boy won't be able to stand hard-
ships, or we’re hoping that the work will improve his health, as if we
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and our children were the only people in the world. Why can’t we take
a broader view? Don’t laugh at what I'm going to say. The word
‘mother’ has always been sacred. . . . We ought to set an example for
our children. .. )”

Father drew on his cigarette again, and Hsiao-ming fell asleep once
more.

At once hlS dream came back. This time the buffalo pulled the
tractor to their house, charged through all the rooms and into his fa-
ther’s study, where it started upsetting everything and ended by bump-
ing Hsiao-ming’s head on the lintel. He opened his eyes and discovered
that his head was jammed against the rails of the bed. Beyond the door
the cigarette was still glowing; but now it was his mother who was
talking.

“It’s true. Young people have changed. When I was a girl I thought
love and marriage the be-all and end-all of life—a tremendous gamble
with fate.. Remember the first time we were separated, just for a week?
Each day seemed like a year. And every evening I cried myself to
sleep. . . . The girls today are different. Look at Lin. Such a quiet,
conventlonal girl, who never even raises her voice —but what strength
of character. . . .”

Hsiao-ming wanted to hear what mother would say next, but against
his will sleep overtook him again. The room became a blur, and mother’s
soft voice died away in the distance.

Translated by Gladys Yang
Ilustration by Hsiao Lin
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THE MASTER CARPENTER

WANG WEN-SHIH

I

It was unusually quiet in the fields that morning. The sun was high
- in the sky yet no one had shown up for work. The villagers were gather-
ed in the village streets or scattered on the main road: some carried bas-
kets over their arms and others sacks on their backs. People walked
behind wheelbarrows or rode in two-horse carts and called cheerfully to
friends down the line.

It was the day of the big fair in town, and the managing committee
of the agricultural co-op decided to make it a holiday. Horses were hitched
to ten strong carts to take co-op members to town for a good time.

Since the beginning of summer, life in the co-op had been one busy
round. The members had been fully occupied well into the autummn.
There had hardly been time to go to the shops to fill the oil jars or buy
charcoal. But now, the harvest had been reaped and half of the vege-
tables were sold. The little hill of newly picked cotton had been sent
to the scutcher. This was the time, as the co-op chairman put it, “when
the members’ pockets were bulging and the chairman’s voice was not as
pleasing to the ear as that of shop-attendants.” To tell the truth, all
the villagers had some private business to attend to. Besides, in another
few days, it would be time to start winter ploughing and then the co-op
members would be so busy once again they wouldn’t have a single breath-
ing spell.

Some people went to town for oil or charcoal, others were out to
buy cotton cloth, and the opera lovers headed straight for the theatres. .
Young lovers walked blissfully to the photographers and young suitors
went with matchmakers to their chosen one’s house to meet their parents-
in-law for. the first time.

It was a day of well-being and joy and even the most surly house-
wives, addicted to fault-finding and grumbling, voiced their complaints
in a cheerful way.
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The carpenter’s wife, known as Tao-yeh’s Ma, was such a grumbler,
Up before dawn, her tongue had been working without rest half the
morning and still showed no sign of abating. In fact it seemed to be
getting sharper and sharper.

Her daughter Tao-yeh, just turned eighteen, was as pretty as the
girls in New-Year pictures. Ma adored her and would not dream of
marrying her to just anyone. Three suitors had been mentioned by
different matchmakers but Ma was not satisfied with any of them. She
stalled, saying the girl was old enough to pick her own husband. Now
Tao-yeh had found herself a young man and Ma spent two months asking
people all about him. She was finally satisfied with her daughter’s choice
and gave her approval. This was the day the young man was to come
and pay his respects to the family, Tao-yeh’s Ma was both delighted
and impatient. :

According to custom, when a young man comes with engagement
presents to the home of his betrothed, the girl’s family must entertain
him properly. An elegant feast was not necessary but at least a good
meal of pancakes was expected and presents for the intended son-in-
law were an absolute must. '

Tao-yeh’s Ma was not one to overlook conventions. Though she herself
was a poor man’s daughter and had known poverty half her life, she still
clung to old custom and would not have people gossip that she did not
do things the proper way. What’s more, in her eyes the day was a most
important one and everything must be done just right. Her husband,
the master carpenter, was quite another type. He didn't seem to care
at all about the fuss and bustle. On a joyful day like this, instead of lend-
ing a helping hand with preparations he didn’t even bother to ask how
things were going but simply went about as if nothing out of the ordi-
nary were happening. He was absorbed by something else which had
captured his interest.

Of course Tao-yeh’s Ma must grumble, or she would not have been
Tao-yeh’s Ma. She felt she was the only one in the family to realize the
importance of this day. As for her husband and daughter, they were
dreadful, they did not understand its significance and failed to take it
seriously enough. Early that morning she vented her ire on Tao-yeh
when the girl was helping her wash the vegetables. “Put that down
now,” she said sharply. “How late it is already and still you don’t go and
tidy yourself.” Tao-yeh smiled shyly and slipped away.

However, Tao-yeh hadn’t been gone a minute before Ma was calling,
“Tao-yeh, wherever are our bean noodles?” In the meantime her hands
were busy searching the closet and the bamboo baskets in the kitchen.

“We finished the last lot long ago, Ma.” Tao-yeh came in smiling.
‘“Have you forgotten? The other week the school-teacher was eating with
us and you used them all up.”
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Ma spread out her hands in exasperation. “Why didn’t you say so
earlier? Ai, at the critical moment no one in this family is of any use.
As if it’s all my affair! If you'd reminded me a bit earlier your father
could have got some from town when he went to get the presents. But
what can we do now?”

“Father’s not gone yet,” said Tao-yeh.

“What? Not gone yet?” Ma exclaimed, eyes wide in surprise. “But —
where is he? Why haven’t I seen him around?”

Tao-yeh nodded in the direction of the little shed with half-closed
door on the east side. “Father seems to be busy in there.”

“Busy!” Ma’s anger rose as soon as the shed was indicated. With
hurried steps, she made for the target of her rage.

The single room inside the shed was fairly large. No one slept there,
though the walls were properly plastered. Saws and planes of different
sizes were fitted on a row of hooks half-way up the wall. Higher up there
was a wide shelf on which were ranged files, chisels and different kinds
of tools. In one corner stood an.ax, a fret-saw and a gouge. One look
at the room and anyone could tell that it was a carpenter’s workshop.
But, strangely there was not a single piece of wood work in the room. -
Instead, there were a number of odd-looking iron tools, a plough with
wings, a scythe with wheels attached. . . .

The small window on the north wall was framed by a number of
drafts which were stuck to the wall with briar thorns. The squares, cir-
cles, triangles and figures were marked with different measurement. On
the table under the window were a carpenter’s ink pot, a pair of bow-"
compasses, and a stack of coarse white paper. The master carpenter,
owner of the room, was sitting on a bench by the table with one hand on
the compasses and the other round an ox-horn pen. His eyes were fixed
on the draft before him, and as he scratched his head in concentration he
muttered incoherently, ‘“Five and a half inch . . . point seven inch . . .
curved, yes, wider . . . five and a half. . . .” ,

The door banged, but the carpenter did not stir. Head bent in deep
thought he went on muttering, “Five and a half inch . . . point seven
inch¥.a 4.2

“Gracious, my immortal one! It really looks as if you’ll be flying up
to heaven soon.”

The carpenter did not seem to hear his wife. Still lost in thought,
he went on muttering, “Five and a half inch . . . point seven inch. . . .”

“Are you deaf? Didn’t you hear me?” Ma asked in exasperation.

“Um?” the carpenter remained where he was, head bent and eyes
on his draft.

“Um, um, um?’ Tao-yeh’s Ma mimicked in anger. But she knew it
was useless. No matter how loudly she shouted, her husband simply
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would not stir, so she strode firmly towards the strange-looking iron tools
" by the wall. She had her own way of outwitting him.

The carpenter jumped from the bench as if a spring had been released
under him and stood between his wife and his precious iron tools. “Now,
- now, what do you want? Say it, 'm listening.”

“What do I want? Don’t you know? As if it is for me; no one seems
to care a whit about it.”

“Will you come to the point? Don’t drag in a lot of other things.”

“I drag in other things? I suppose you always come to the point, so
much so that you haven’t started for town when the sun’s reached the
doorsteps. If you dawdle.a bit longer the fair’s going to be closed before
you get there.”

“T’ll start right away,” said the carpenter in a conciliatory tone.

“You mustn’t dawdle another minute. We have only this daughter
and will have only one son-in-law. He’s the leader of the Youth’s
Technical Team, a real fine lad: we simply must treat him well.”

“Quite right,” said the carpenter. “I’ll start in a minute. Just let
me get things finished up here.” He put one foot back on the bench and
resumed his position by the table.

Ma’s hand shot out and grabbed his trouser leg and with her second
hand she quickly covered the bow-compasses on the table. “You’ll start
this minute. Don’t try to climb back on the table again.” '

“All right, T'll go,” the carpenter said. “You really are stubborn,
won’t turn back before you get your way. Do you really think I'd muff
such a simple task? It’s not far to town. I'll make it in no time at all.
I'll get the things you want and youwll have them the minute you
need them.”

“Quit talking and get started,” said Ma, knowing that she had won
the argument. “By the way, buy half a catty of bean noodles in town,
will you?”

“Sure, sure. How can we entertain guests w1thout noodles. Is half
a catty quite enough?”

“Oh yes. There’ll only be a few people

“Good. Give me the money.”

“What money?”

“Money to buy the bean noodles &

“But I gave you some money this morning.”

“Isn’t that for buying presents for our son-in-law? A pair of good
socks, a cap. . . .”

“Haven’t you any money besides that?”

“Really! As if you don’t know!” The carpenter retorted with
righteous indignation. .

Ever since the carpenter took a fancy to those odd-looking iron tools,
about two years ago, he was unable to keep a single cent in his pocket.

76



When Ma discovered that her husband had become a bottomless hole as
far as money was concerned, she took over the family funds. She was
like an iron safe with eighteen locks and the carpenter found it difficult
indeed to get even ten cents out of her. At this moment, though, she
knew' her husband had no money to spare, but still she went on nagging.

“Always grumbling about money, where has all your money gone
to?” Her eyes were on the iron tools in the room. “You've spent enough
money to paper the riverside with notes but what have you bought? A
pile of junk. They're neither hoe nor pick though they’re nice enough.
Your tools reap wheat, loosen the soil round the maize and help one
person do the work of ten. Youve put in plenty of time and money but
where are your work-points? At the end of the year, you haven’t earned
much, not even as much as my Tao-yeh. And you certainly can’t compare
with me.”

The carpenter listened patiently and made no reply. It was only
when she had counted the money three times and placed it hesitantly in
his hands that he tightened his belt, took up a large rattan basket and
lifted the big padlock from the table.

“Come, do you really think anyone would steal that junk of yours?”

The carpenter ignored her and got ready to lock the door. He con-
sidered the shed his private corner where even his wife and daughter
were not allowed to touch a thing. However, in the confusion he couldn’t
find the key and his wife was urging him to hurry, so he sighed and left
the door closed but unlocked. “You watch the shed and don’t let anyone
come in and touch anything here,” he told his wife sternly. His wife was
actually very understanding about his work. She bowed to his masculine
authority and her eyes shone with admiration: In her heart she was well
aware that her husband would let her have her way in everything but
if she meddled with his tools she was going too far and asking for trouble.
“Run along and don’t worry,” she said with a tender smile. “Come back
as soon as you can, though.”

II

The village streets were silent and the countryside was peaceful and
serene. The road leading to town was quiet; everyone had gone to the
fair. Only then did the carpenter realize how late it was. No wonder
Tao-yeh’s Ma had shouted and fussed so impatiently.

During the past month he had been working at the head of the co-op’s
carpentry team and had been very busy. He spent every spare minute
in his workshop. For more than thirty days he hadn’t been anywhere
and was completely unaware of the changes in the countryside.

It was late autumn and the fields appeared broad and expansive.
The locust and plane trees swayed gently and the willows glittered in the
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golden sunlight. A fiery persimmon grove by the road appeared like a
scarlet cloud at sunset. Rows of straight poplars had begun to shed their
foliage. Brown curly leaves fluttered down like flocks of swallows, swirl-
ing and gliding in the wind. The shoots of winter wheat showed their
heads and a light green tinged the expanse of brown earth. The bare
cotton stalks had not been removed and they stood in geometric designs
amidst the light green carpet of wheat.

The carpenter devoured the scene with his eyes and breathed the
fresh smell of the young, green wheat plants. He loved this land where
he had lived for forty-five years and which was so rapidly changing its
appearance. A feeling of joy and vigour rose in his heart, but when he
caught sight of the bare cotton stalks sticking out of the ground, he
immediately forgot everything else.

Those dried brown stalks were really eyesores. They stood doggedly
in the fields as if intent on occupying large tracts of land and preventing
the peasants from doing their winter ploughing: The soil was hard and .
dry and the tenacious cotton stalks had deep roots. It took a powerful
hand to get them out one by one, yet unless they were uprooted it was
not possible to turn the soil properly. Such a waste of time.

The carpenter had set his mind on designing a simple tool to uproot
the cotton stalks easily. He meant to attach it to a wooden plough which
would turn the soil as the tool uprooted the cotton stalks. He was
extremely fond of new-style farm tools and was a kind of inventor in his
spare time. Ever since he joined the agricultural mutual-aid team, this
had been his hobby. He was inspired by the new tools turned out by the
agricultural machinery factories. He drew on his experience as a car-
penter and began designing simple farm tools. He did this by remodelling
conventional farm implements, adding a small part here and there to
make them do more work and save man-power. He called his inventions
“small gadgets.”” The tool to uproot cotton stalks would be his sixth.
Once or twice friendly neighbours had sent his gadgets to an agricultural
machinery shop, but they had not been accepted. However, this did not
discourage him. “My small gadgets are things for the village smiths, they
don’t require the handling of big machines. Why, if big machines are
used to make this sort of thing, we might as well ask the factories to
make oil wicks for us.”

Whenever he happened on a blacksmith making his gadget for the
neighbourhood peasants or when he saw co-op members using them in
the fields, his heart would fill with sheer joy. He could stand and watch
by the hour, more fascinated than an opera fan in the theatre.

At this moment, as he made his way to town, he worked his arms
vigorously, now bringing them together before his chest, now spreading
out his hands on both sides. He wriggled one hand, put it on top of the
other, suddenly crooked one finger, paused for the effect and then
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straightened it again. A picture of how his gadget should operate
appeared in his mind’s eye. He visualized a strong ox pulling the wooden
plough. As the plough sank into the earth the attached gadget clasped a
bare cotton stalk and bent it. In a flash the stalk was uprooted and swept
aside by an iron rod. At the same time the plough was turning up the
soil and making deep furrows. Alternately knitting his brows and smil-
ing to himself, the carpenter muttered, “Five and a half inch . . . point
seven inch . . . no, one inch. . . .” )

When "the carpenter reached the town fair, it was at its jolliest. A
sea of human faces met his eyes and the white cloth awnings over the
stalls bobbed like the sails of boats ready to put out to sea. Juicy green
vegetables were piled up in little mounds. Bolts of rainbow-coloured
cloth and the printed head-scarves of the women made splashes of colour.
The loud hubbub of human voices rumbled like the waves at night as the
carpenter rubbed shoulders and jostled along through the crowd of
people.

He should have headed for the corner where clothing and foot-wear
were sold, but his feet, working like an old horse who knew its way in
the dark, took him down a more familiar lane. There the stalls were
one streak of black and grey. There were iron pots and fire tongs, spades
and scythes, heaps of hoes and miscellaneous tools, small cogs for the
waterwheels, and countless nuts and bolts . . . they formed a black wave,
engulfing him. He spotted familiar faces and his ears rang with cheerful
greetings. . Neighbours asked about his health and made friendly jokes.
To the carpenter this was the nicest place in the world and the familiar
noises round the stalls were the sweetest music. ‘

“I say, Roving Wang!” Someone was calling him by the nickname
his master had given him during his apprentice days. His master was
often annoyed with him for being too active and footloose and too full of
imagination. The carpenter had not been addressed as Roving Wang for
years and he wondered who could be calling him now.

Looking around he saw Li Shuan, an old, old friend. Li had also
been apprenticed as a carpenter, but he failed to master the trade and
turned to masonry which he never learnt either. He then took up the
blacksmith’s hammer, but couldn’t stick it for more than six months.
Finally he turned to peddling and was gone from the villages for many
years. The carpenter had not known that he was back.

“Have you returned to your old trade?” asked the carpenter, hurrying
over to his friend who was sipping tea by a big ironware stall.

“Take another look,” smiled Li amiably. “Does a blacksmith sell this
kind of thing?” He pointed to the iron rods lying near him.

“Ho, ho, you've become a retailer.”

“Yes, and sinking lower and lower, from provincial capital to a town
fair. I suppose my old pals will look down on me now.”
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“Nothing of the sort,” the carpenter answered offhandedly, as he sat
down on the stool his friend offered him. His eyes were caught by the iron
rods. ‘“Oh good, you've got this stuff at last. Did it come from Shansi?”

“Yes, it’s still in short supply. Usually as soon as it comes in we send
batches of it to the various blacksmiths’ co-ops. This time I made a point
of keeping some for the fair. We have to think of our agricultural co-op
customers, you know. This stuff goes real fast. I put it out only a short
while ago and there are only these few left. The agricultural co-ops are
terrific. I've been doing business for years but I've never seen customers
like them — buy up goods in a flash, don’t even pause to ask the price.”

“What’s the price?”

“Look at the price tag, pal,” answered Li Shuan indicating the figure
with a gesture of his hand.

“The marketing co-op sure has our interest in mind, this kind of
stuff gets cheaper and cheaper,” said the carpenter and hurriedly reached
for the money in his pocket. Counting out the sum he banged it on the
stall as if afraid someone else would get the goods before him. “Here’s
enough for four catties,” he said.

“What do you want this stuff for?’ Li Shuan asked cumously Pick-
ing out a section of about four catties he weighed it and gave it to the
carpenter. Taking the money, he said casually, ‘“We work for the state
now and can’t consider personal feelings, otherwise I wouldn’t bother
with this measly four catties. I'd have let you take eight or ten catties
without payment. I suppose you are buying it for your co-op. By the
small amount you are buying, I imagine your co-op isn’t very rich.”

The carpenter shook his head. “I’'m getting this for myself.”

“Have you changed your trade then?”’

The carpenter shook his head again and grinned.

“Oh yes, I remember now. What a stupid ass I am. Here we have
your inventions right before us. How could I have forgotten all about
it.” He picked up a tool for digging radishes. “This is your handiwork,
isn’t it? We sell them like hot-cakes; customers clamour for them every-
where, With this, a man does the work of twenty in one day.”

“You've exaggerated the efficiency by hundred per cent. It can
barely do the work of ten.” The carpenter became serious. “You mustn’t
exaggerate to your customers.”

“I was thinking of the members of a shock brigade who'd be digging
both day and night, you see,” joked Li Shuan as he handed the carpenter
a cup of hot tea. Then he offered his guest a cigarette.

The carpenter didn’t refuse either and lit the cigarette leisurely.
There is something about old friends which makes one want to linger.

Li Shuan was delighted to find the master carpenter as amiable and
simple as in the old days when, as young men, they had been pals and
shared a bunk, '
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“I say, old man, you are a somebody now,” said Li Shuan, slapping
him on the back. “A big man and known everywhere. Last month at
the county conference on marketing and supply, the county head men-
tioned your name in his report. Let me tell you, that is something. Who
knows, one of these days you may be asked to go to Peking.”

“You're talking nonsense. I've only made some small gadgets and
don’t deserve all your praise.”

“Believe it or not, your name was mentioned by the county head.
Yes, mentioned . . . ” he blinked, trying hard to remember, “three times.
I'm not talking through my hat. Really three times.”

The carpenter laughed and said nothing.

“See, you know all this yourself. I'm sure the county head must
have visited you in person and praised you for your inventions. Did he?”

“What if he didn’t praise me, pal?” said the carpenter.

“That couldn’t be. No, no,” said Li Shuan seriously. ‘“This is your
contribution to the country. If I could be like you and have such deeds
to my credit I wouldn’t need to stand at small fairs like this and expose
myself to the elements.”” There was a pause before he asked with
interest, “How many new farm tools have you invented?”

“Five,” said the carpenter.

“Five! Five!” Li Shuan’s eyes popped and for a while he was so
impressed he could only shake his head admiringly. “Oh, five. You've
bought some iron today. I suppose you're going to make another one.”

The carpenter nodded. “I'm trying to work out a tool to uproot the
cotton stalks in the fields.” s

“That’ll make six. That’s no simple job, I must say.” Li Shuan was
lost in admiration. ‘“You must be an important client of the bank, you
have a big account, eh?” he asked with a mysterious air, his eyes
gleaming with envy. !

“What client?” The term was unknown to the carpenter.

“An important client,” said Li Shuan with the same mysterious air.
“I mean you must have a big account.”

“What big account?” the carpenter was still wide-eyed and puzzled.

He’s pretending naiveté, Li Shuan thought, but nevertheless said,
“It simply means that you have a lot of money deposited in the bank.”

At last the carpenter understood. “Nothing of the sort,” he said
grinning. “The money my wife earns for her share of work in the co-op
is mostly spent by me on this,” and he indicated the iron rod in his hands.

“Of course. You need capital for anything you do, even though it
may be only for peddling candied apples.” Li Shuan nodded approvingly.
“How much does the government give you for each tool you make?”

“How much what?” asked the carpenter rather mystified.

“Money. Award money.”’

“Never gave any.”
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“Then it’s the blacksmiths’ co-op who gives the award?”

“No.”

“Hey, Old Roving, I'm calling you by your nickname again. . . . We
worked together, remember? I'm no stranger, am I?” Li Shuan looked
disappointed and shook his head. “I imagine the award isn’t too big, you
probably get a few hundred or a thousand yuan for each gadget. But it
couldn’t be much less than that.”

“Honestly, pal, I don’'t get any awards.” The carpenter was getting
a little tired of the subject.

“But why do you spend time and money doing it?” Li Shuan smiled
discreetly, thinking now he’d put the carpenter on the spot. “What do
you get out of it?” he emphasized.

“What would you say?’ the carpenter asked him.

“I'm asking you.”

“You ask queer questions.” The carpenter was getting annoyed.

“Queer? Ha, ha!” Li Shuan laughed craftily. ‘“As the saying goes,
‘All minds think alike,” you should know what I mean.”

“No,” the carpenter corrected him solemnly. “All minds don’t
necessarily think alike.”

Li Shuan was annoyed too because he felt that his old friend was
kidding him. “Never mind. I can see you haven’t got your old pal in
mind any more, I shan’t ask questions then. I admire your achievements
and just happened to ask, but you sound as if you're afraid I might borrow -
money of you.” He made a face. “Do you really expect me to believe
that you do it for nothing?”

The carpenter got so angry, he was fit to burst; he felt insulted
beyond endurance. But he restrained himself, knowing that there was
no point in losing his temper with a man who thought like that. Li
Shuan was still making sarcastic remarks with a cunning smile, chuckling
mysteriously and shaking his head unbelievingly. Holding himself back
with an effort, he picked up the tea-cup and went to a neighbouring stall
where he asked for a cup of tea. This he poured into Li Shuan’s tea-pot.
Then he put out the half-smoked cigarette and replaced it in Li Shuan’s
pack. Taking up his iron rod, he said, “We don’t owe each other anything
now,” and stalked off hurriedly. Behind him, Li Shuan in embarrassed
silence watched him walk away. When he had reached the end of the
lane, he heard Li Shuan saying in an awkward tone, “My, but Roving
Wang has become more and more pig-headed. He’s getting to be a real
eccentric.”

The lane ended at the next street. Just round the corner was a
smithy, one of the work-teams in the blacksmiths’ co-op. Chang, the
smith, was the leader of the team and the carpenter’s faithful collaborator.
He greeted the carpenter with a smile and a silent nod, as he put the last
few hammer strokes on a spade.
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“Got lots of business?” asked the carpenter, drawing near the smoke-
enveloped furnace.

“Don’t have to worry about work,” said Chang, stoking the furnace
and eyeing the iron rod in the carpenter’s hands. “Got something you
want made in a hurry?”

“I’d like to get the gadget for uprooting cotton stalks made.”

“Got the whole thing worked out, have you?”’ Chang went on stoking
the fire.

‘“Yes, I think so.”

“Leave your design with me, I'll do it in the evening.” ,

i | fmgot to bring it, but I've got the figures in my head. T'll work
with you.”

Chang did some hurued calculations, counted the number of spades
he had finished and glanced at the memo board on the wall. “All right,
we might as well get it done now. This thing will be very useful these
days. I took a stroll this morning and saw stretches of fields cluttered
with bare cotton stalks.”

He began to pull vigorously at the bellows and the fire blazed in the
furnace. Taking the iron rod out of the carpenter’s hands, he stuck it
into the furnace and covered it with the lid. The carpenter quickly peeled
off his jacket and, in his shirt sleeves, picked up a heavy hammer. Gaug-
ing the weight of the hammer, he turned and stood at right angles with
one of the young smiths in the team. “Come fellow, give it all you’ve got.”

The bellows hummed dully and smoke and flame spurted out of the
furnace and then rained down in a shower of sparks. Ecstasy burned in
the master carpenter’s heart as glowing as the fire. Iron and fire com-
pletely captivated him and for the moment blotted out all thought of his
wife at home.

III

Tao-yeh’s Ma, her face dark with anger, hurried to the edge of the
village. This was her sixth trip. She climbed a little mound and
anxiously peered down the road leading to town. The sun had sunk to
the level of the woods at the west end of the village. Milky white smoke
was rising from every chimney. Flocks of wild-geese circled over the
fields and now and again the hunters’ shotguns roared with a low thud.

The fair had long since closed and all the villagers who had gone to
market had returned. Only the attendants of the marketing co-ops could
be seen drifting back in twos and threes. They rode bicycles stacked with
cotton fabrics, towels and knitted-wear or pushed wheelbarrows piled
high with tins of oil packages of salt and sugar, pickles and soap.

“Did you see my carpenter?” asked Tao-yeh’s Ma of a man she knew.

“No, Sister. Why? Lost your husband?”
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“Who knows where he’s burrowed into,” said Ma plaintively.

“Don’t you worry, Sister. In this society of ours, even if you lost a
needle youwll get it back eventually. Why worry about a grown man?
I tell you what, put up a poster. Put down the sex, age, and beard or no
beard of the person you want to find and the time you lost him. Be sure
to state the reward you are willing to give for news or bringing him back.
I guarantee in three days. . . .

“You rascal! How dare you make fun of your aunt! Did you or
didn’t you see him? Did he come to buy things at your stall?”

“Nol”

Group after group of people went by. Soon the road was completely
deserted. She couldn’t catch a glimpse of a soul; even in the distance.

“What did I do in the other life to deserve a husband like him? If
nothing else does it, he’s enough to drive me to an early grave.” Ma
grumbled under her breath as she came down the mound and turned
homewards. She couldn’t very well leave her guests at home too long.
Her daughter’s young man and the matchmaker had arrived soon after
noon and Tao-yeh, behaving with maidenly reserve, was too shy to talk
freely to the guests in the presence of her mother and the neighbours who
crowded in to see the young man. Ma herself was only a woman and the
mother-in-law, she couldn’t do more than murmur a few conventional
sentences about the crops and the weather, after which she could .find
nothing else to say. It was at moments like this that one felt the need
of a man who could entertain the guests and make small talk. But where
was that man of hers? She had half a mind to really put up a poster
after him every time he went out.

Always proud and correct, Ma was now in a real state. She roused
herself when she reached her own gate and paused a few minutes to make
sure that her face would not betray her annoyance. Beaming benev-
olently she stepped into the yard.

Tao-yeh’s black plaits flashed as she slipped into the kitchen and
there, left all alone in the courtyard, was a young man in his early
twenties in a completely new outfit — trousers, shoes, socks and cap —
even the handkerchief peeping out of his pocket was new. His open
square brown face and candid eyes told people at once that he was a
straightforward lad who did things with a will. As soon as Ma came in,
he stood up politely and met his mother-in-law’s searching look with a
frank smile. “Do be seated,” Ma urged. “You needn’t stand up. I hope
you’ll feel at home with us. Nowadays we aren’t so feudal and you don’t
have to stand on ceremony with us.”

“Aunt, I was just telling Tao-yeh I'll drop in to see you and uncle
again some other day. It’s getting late, I must be going.”

“Oh no, you mustn’t go.”” Ma was in a panic. “How could you go
without having dinner?”
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From behind the kitchen door, Tao-yeh put in her bit. ‘“He’s the
leader of the Youth’s Technical Team and the managing committee is
calling a meeting this evening to discuss winter production. He's got
to go.”

“Quite right. But it's still early. At any rate you must wait until
your uncle comes back. He did so want to meet you. If you go now he’ll
be ever so disappointed.”

“Did he start out very late?”’

“Yes, he didn’t leave until mld-mormng ”  Ma couldn’t resist the
temptation to talk about her carpenter. ““You live in the next village.
You probably know what your uncle’s like. He’s got all sorts of queer
notions in his head. He has such a fancy for those silly implements —
those new-style farm tools. You can go and have a look, his workshop’s
full of them.” She nodded in the direction of the shed.

“Yes, our co-op uses the gadgets he invented.” The young man’s
voice rang with reverence.

“This past month he has been quite bewitched. Buried himself in
the workshop and talked about making a gadget to uproot the cotton
stalks.”

“A gadget to uproot cotton stalks?”’ The young man was all
interest now.

“Yes. According to him, this thing would be able to do the work of
a hundred men.” Having said this Ma had a feeling that she was bragging
a bit too much.

“Qh, that’s terrific.” The young man was very impressed.

“Sit down and make yourself comfortable. Don’t go until you have
met your uncle.” Without giving him a chance to answer, she walked into
the kitchen where Tao-yeh was pouting on a stool by the stove.

“We can’t let him go home empty-handed,” Ma whispered frantically
to her daughter., “Go! Try to keep him here. Don’t let him leave before
your father returns.”

“It’s none of my business,” said Tao-yeh petulantly.

“Go on now. What are you deoing here? If he should go home
empty-handed. . .

“Really Ma, you do fuss so,” Tao-yeh said jokingly and half in
annoyance. ‘‘Don’t worry. If I don’t give the word, he won’t dare go.”

The mother raised her eyebrows at Tao-yeh’s remark but said
nothing. At least now she needn’t worry that the young man might go
before her husband returned. “What happened to that matchmaker
of yours?”

“He went v151t1ng in the village. You made them wait and wait and
the poor man was so unsettled he didn’t know whether to sit or to stand.”

“It’s all the doings: of your wretched father, he’s simply not
reliable. : - ®
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Ma began to pour out her complaints against the master carpenter.
As usual, once she began with her grievances there was no end. While
she was grumbling the matchmaker came in, but on learning that the
master of the house had not yet returned, he went out again to visit
friends in the neighbourhood. Tao-yeh’s Ma recounted all the old
grievances she held against her husband and poured them out non-stop
until the sunlight had left the roof-top and dusk descended on the little
kitchen. Ma herself began to feel sleepy from all this talk and sat down
by the stove to stare into space. Only then did she hear the slipslop of
a familiar footstep coming in through the gate.

‘“Tao-yeh, stoke the fire, your father’s back!” She sprang up from
her seat and muttered in a low voice, “Damn him, the old thing, only
remembered his family now.”

The master carpenter appeared in the doorway. His face, wreathed
in smiles, had the look of a victorious old general returning to camp to
report his brave deeds. He was covered with soot but pride and joy
glowed in his eyes and his little moustache trembled with excitement.

“My goodness, in whose chimney have you been hiding? You're all
covered with soot like a blacksmith,” Ma exclaimed. “Tao-yeh, hurry and
bring your dad a basin of water.”

Tao-yeh quickly went to the stove for hot water. Still beaming, the
carpenter left his basket in the yard and came into the kitchen.

“Why leave the things outside. Bring them in, we are waiting to
soak them in boiling water. Don’t you know what time it is?” Ma’s brows
were knitted.

“Soak what?”

“Soak what! Do you mean to eat the noodles as they come?”

“Oh!” The carpenter’s eyes went round and large as winecups. Good-
ness, now he remembered and he wondered how he was going to tell her.

Ma eyed him suspiciously. “You mean to say you forgot about the
noodles? What about the other things, the presents?”

“Br ...ah...” stammered the carpenter and finally said, “I
haven’t -bought them.”

“But what were you doing all this time?” Ma went to the door and
peered into the basket. When she saw nothing but a “junk” in the basket
her knees went weak and she sank down on the doorstep. ‘“Heavens, what
shall I do? Should I laugh or weep?”’ She looked quite ready to burst
into tears.

Tao-yeh too was frowning. But, after all, young people nowadays
are different; they no longer care much about such things. Tao-yeh didn’t
blame her father, instead she tried to comfort her mother. “Ma, it doesn’t
matter much if there’s no present for him. If he hadn’t brought one for
me today I wouldn’t have minded in the least. " I'm sure he wouldn’t care
much whether he gets presents or not.”
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“Our Tao-yeh is a sensible girl,” said the carpenter. ‘‘Nowadays
marriages are not like in the old days when they needed go-betweens and
gifts of so much cloth, cotton and silver money. Today, the boy and girl
arrange. . , .’

“You ought to be ashamed of yourself saying that.” In ordinary days
Ma would have lost her temper violently but today-she limited herself to
a gentle remonstration. She was planning to get her own back later on.

The carpenter, however, didn’t know where to stop. Noticing that
his wife was unusually mild, he began to feel himself in the right and
roared, “What do you mean ashamed of myself? You are talking rot.
Nowadays marriages. . . .”

“Goodness, can’t you speak without shouting so? ‘Aren’t you afraid
the lad will hear it and laugh at us?”

“Which lad will laugh?”’

“Our son-in-law, he’s out there in the yard.”

“Really?” The carpenter looked puzzled. I didn’t see anybody
just now.”

“You've got your eyes on the top of your head, you couldn’t see any-
one.” Ma turned round cautiously and peered into the yard. Suddenly
she stood up and went out of the door. “Where is he? He’s gone!” she
cried in despair. .

Tao-yeh rushed out behind her and she too couldn’t find the
young man.

“It’s all your fault, silly old man, you are terrible,” Ma glared at her
husband and told her daughter, “Go and look for him in the village. See
if he isn’t visiting somewhere.” =

“It’s just as well that he’s gone,” said the carpenter with disapproval.
“He seems a wild sort of fellow, to slip oft without saying a word. Who
cares about him?”

. Ma disappeared outside the gate without answering him. Turning
down the corners of his mouth to show his distaste, the carpenter rolled
up his sleeves and washed his face. Flopping down by the table, he
poured himself a bowl of water from the thermos. A whole afternoon by
the furnace had left him absolutely parched, but while he was helping at
the smithy he had not had time to drink. Now, back home, he drank
thirstily, blowing on the hot water and sipping with pleasure. When
he had emptied the whole thermos he licked his lips in satisfaction and
glanced round the kitchen. There was a platter of food on the table and
he snatched up a golden, soft pancake which he devoured in two or three
mouthfuls. Then he went out and squatted down by his basket to admire
his sixth gadget.

The mother and daughter returned despondently. “How you brag,”
Ma was reproaching her daughter. “‘If I don’t give the word, he won’t
dare go. . . I' Bah!”
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"Tao-yeh was pouting and she looked close to tears.

Noticing the clouded look on his wife’s face, the carpenter knew that
a storm was brewing over his head and snatching up his basket hurried
to his workshop. Half-way there he shouted, “Who told you to leave the
door of my workshop ajar like that?”

Mother and daughter both looked up and stared at the shed.

Giving his wife a severe look, the carpenter strode angrily into his
room. To his surprise he found a young fellow who looked vaguely
tamiliar standing by his table. He had one hand on the compasses and
the other held a fountain pen; he was scribbling in an open notebook and
glancing at the draft on the table while muttering to himself, “Five and
a half inch . . . point seven inch. . . .”

“So you think it’s point seven, eh? One inch, I tell you, point seven

won’t do. . . .” The carpenter roared. ‘“How did you come here?”
The young man raised his head and stared at the carpenter a minute
before he stammered, “I'm . .. I'm .. . Hsing-wa.”

Tao-yeh and her mother had both reached the door.

“Ah, there you are,’ Ma was both relieved and worried. She was
glad the young man wasn’t really gone but she was afraid he had over-
heard ‘her quarrel with the carpenter. How very embarrassing that
would be., “Why did you hide yourself here without making a sound?”
she asked, trying to find out how much he had overheard. “Didn’t you
hear us when we were making so much noise just now?” :

“Oh, were you?’ asked the young man regretfully. " “I was looking
at uncle’s draft of the cotton-stalk remover and was so fascinated I didn't
hear him come in.” He grinned foolishly and looked very apologetic.

Ma breathed a sigh of relief. He hadn’t heard them, but the young
man’s words left her feeling helpless, she wasn’t sure whether she wanted
to cry or laugh.

The reaction of the master carpenter was quite different. He was so
glad that he completely forgot the dignity of a father-in-law and pumped
Hsing-wa’s hand joyfully. Slapping him across the shoulder, he exclaimed,
“Wonderful kid, good boy! My Tao-yeh knows how to pick the right sort
of man.” ;

Tao-yeh smiled shyly, proud and happy. Her mother noticed the
complacent look on her face and said half mockingly but with evident
pleasure, “What are you standing there for? Go and bring the match-
maker back for dinner.”

Translated by Tang Sheng
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ADVENTURE ON THE STREET

A hsiang-sheng as performed by Hou Pao-lin based on the text
written collectively by Lang Teh-feng and others

I'm on my way to do a comedy dialogue show.

I'm crazy about your performances.

Ah. Do you go to my shows a lot?

Lately I haven’t gone at all.

I thought you liked my act.

I do. But I can’t stand all those restrictions in the theatre.

What restrictions? )

They let you listen, but they don’t let you enjoy it.

Don’t let you enjoy it? Who said so?

That’s right. The minute you begin to laugh, somebody in the back
goes “Shhh!”

Of course they shouldn’t do that. But they're probably afraid they’ll
miss the next line.

Anyhow it’s a restriction. I won’t stand for it.

You can’t call that a restriction.

I won’t go any place where my freedom is limited.

Nowadays nobody’s freedom is limited in China.

Oh no? I was walking down the street only the other day —a nice,
well-paved street. But would they let me? No! A policeman made
me get on the sidewalk.

You were walking in the middle of the street?

Sure.

But you can’t do that.

I can’t, eh?

The street is for automobiles, pedicabs, and bicycles.

Well, I wasn’t stopping them.

There’s a lot of traffic. Suppose one of those cars hit you? e

I wasn’t worried. Who would dare to run me down?

Of course no one would do it on purpose. But out in the middle of
the road like that — you might be hit accidentally.
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Are you trying to tell me that policeman made me get on the side-
walk for my own good?

Of course.

I don’t believe it. There are just too many restrictions. Nowadays,
unless I have something special to do, I never leave the house. If I
do goout, I take a bus. They can’t make a bus stick to the sidewalk!
Don’t be silly.

You think it’s any better on the bus? The way they treat people.
I get so mad —

What’s wrong with the buses?

Last Tuesday I had to meet a friend at the train station. I decided
to go by bus. Just as I'm setting foot in the door, the bus drives
away!

Then wait for the next one.

Nothing doing. I chased after it.

What for?

It had my shoe!

Who told you to stick your foot in when they were closing the door?
Stop, stop! You've got my shoe!

And did the bus stop?

No. But the conductor tossed my shoe out.

Lucky for you he did. Otherwise you’d have to go to the Lost and
Found Department.

I was furious. I put my shoe on and went back to the bus stop. By
then there were eight people in line.

Take your place at the end.

Me be number nine? You mean I chased my shoe for nothing?
Who told you to leave the line in the first place?

I walked straight to the head of the line.

Did the man who was first agree to that?

I explained the whole thing to him.

What was there to explain? :

Waiting for the bus? I said. First in line, too. Lucky fellow. You
can be the first to get on the bus, because you got here early. As a
matter of fact I got here pretty early myself, but I’ve been off chas-
ing my shoe. So when the bus comes, you ought to let me on ahead
of you.

A fine thing!

When I finished my speech, the man smiled pleasantly.
»He agreed?

He said I should get in line.

You were wasting your breath.

That sort of fellow has no brotherly feeling. He'’s antisocial.
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What right have you to call him names?

If that’s his attitude, then I will get in line!

Now you're all right.

No, I'm not.

What?

Everybody else in the line yelled —go to the end!

You had squeezed in behind the first man?

I thought —1I won’t lower myself by "quarrelling with them. All
that vulgar shouting!

What’s vulgar about it?

I tried explaining to some other people.

Hadn’t you done enough explaining?

If I could have softened them up, I might have moved up a few
places.

You know more ways of wasting time!

None of them would listen.

Of course not. Why should they let you get on first? You weren’t
carrying a baby. Go be the ninth in line.

I tried, but that didn’t work either.

Why not? '

They made me be number thirty-six.

Number thirty-six? How come?

While I was explaining, twenty-seven more people had joined the
line!

All your talk went for nothing. i}
The next bus came, and they all got on except me. Never mind, I
thought. I’ll be first on the next one.

That’s nothing to be proud of.

I won’t give an inch to anyone —no matter what kind of story he
tells me.

You think everyone’s like you?

Before I had smoked half a cigarette, another bus came.

The buses run every few minutes now.

There I was, first in line. But as I started to get on, the conductor
stopped me, i

Why?

Put your cigarette out, comrade, he says.

No smoking is allowed in the bus. -

Luckily I had bought a bag of chestnuts.

You can’t throw shells or peels on the bus floor.

I can’t eat either? Stop the bus. I'm getting out.

" You have to wait till the bus comes to a station.

What am I— under arrest?
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What are you talking about!

There’s no freedom anywhere, thail’s the trouble! When we got to
the station, the conductor wouldn’t let me off till I gave him my ticket,
(sarcastically) Really!

It was only five minutes till train time. I began to run.

You shouldn’t run across a busy street.

I was in a hurry.

That’s no excuse.

Cars were whizzing past left and right, blowing their horns, but that
didn’t stop me. With a hop, skip and jump, I took a flying leap and —
Got across?

Landed on my face. A car had stopped only a foot away from me,
The driver was as white as a sheet.

Who wouldn’t be?

He was very polite.

What did he say?

Are you trying to commit suicide!

You can’t blame him for being mad.

Look here, I said. Let’s have a little civility. Why were you driving
so fast? You nearly hit me. . . . Then a policeman came up, and
what do you think? He took the side of the driver.

The man was in the right.

What's your hurry? the policeman asked me. That was a close call,
You’d better be more careful next time. All right, go along now. . . .
How do you like that? He blamed me!

Quite rightly, too.

By the time I got to the station, the friend I was supposed to meet had
already gone.

You see.

So I went home. The more I thought about it, the madder I got.
There’s no freedom when you walk, or when you ride on buses either.
Nobody’s restricting your freedom. -I’s your own fault that you get
into trouble. A

I made up my mind. I went out and bought a bike for twenty-eight
yuan.

A good bike costs over a hundred. What kind of bike could you get
at that price?

I bought an old one. I spent a few yuan and had it fixed up.

You know the traffic regulations. Do you have a good loud bell?
The bell is broken, but that doesn’t matter.

Doesn’t matter?

The rest of the bike rattles so, you can hear me coming a mile away.
The thing must be falling apart! Don’t you know it’s dangerous to
ride a bike like ‘that? ‘
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I don’t go very fast. It takes me ten minutes from my house to the
moving picture theatre at Chienmen.

. Where do you live?

Hsiszu Square.

Why that’s the other side of town. And there are traffic lights along
the way. You can’t make it in ten minutes.

I can when there’s special reason. Like the other day when I wanted
to see the one-thirty show. I left home at one-twenty. When I got
to the theatre I looked at my watch.

One-thirty.

Twenty-five minutes to five.

I thought you said it takes you only ten minutes.

I was delayed.

Your bike broke down.

I had an accident.

You hit someone!

Not one — three.

What? You hit three people?

Not all together.

One a time is bad enough!

That last fellow I ran into —I really had to laugh.

You hit someone and you laugh!

It was really very funny.

What happened?

I tried to pass a pedicab on the right just as he was pulling over to
stop. He ran me into the curb and my bike climbed the sidewalk,
hit an old man and drove him right in through the door of a drug
store.

Of all things!

He popped in so fast the salesman nearly jumped out of his skin, What
will you have, sir? asked the salesman. Not a thing, said the old man.
I was pushed in!

Lucky you hadn’t hurt him.

As soon as the old man came out, I rushed up and apologized. I'm
terribly sorry, I said, but my father’s sick and I'm hurrying to call a
doctor. . . . He’s the one who needs the doctor, the old man said.
Why push me into the drug store? It’s a good thing my bones aren’t
brittle or you surely would have broken a couple! ... Then he
stumped away. Wasn’t that a scream?

What’s so funny? You don’t have to kill anyone just to get to a
movie,

I was too late anyhow. By the time I got there, the show had already
started. So I turned around and headed for home.
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There was no need for you to hurry any more.

I took it nice and slow. But that fellow picked on me.

What fellow?

The driver of that car. We were going along all right, when sud-
denly his tail light turned red and there was a crash.

He hit someone?

I rammed his rear,

How could you have run into him?

He stopped and I kept on going.

You have brakes, don’t you?

They don’t work.

Whose fault is that?

I fell so hard I couldn’t get up. A tram stopped and a man who got
off helped me up. I took one look at him and burst out laughing.

In your condition you could laugh?

It was that old man I had hit a while before.

What a coincidence. :

Oh, so it’s you again, young fellow? he snorted. Trying to push that
automobile into a drug store too? Quite a fancy rider, aren’t
you? . .. My bike was a wreck. I demanded that the driver pay
for my damages.

Some nerve.

He was very unreasonable. Said I hit him.

Well, didn’t you?

As we were arguing, a policeman came along. What’s wrong? he
says. Look at what that car did to my bike, I says. Were you in
front of him or behind him when the accident happened? he says.
I—1 was ahead of him. Then how did your front wheel get twisted?
he asks. Who knows, I says. Better ask him.

Well!

I don’t have to ask him, he says. I saw the whole thing. Now how
do you think we ought to settle this thing?

What about it?

Uh, how should we settle it? — Forget it. T'll fix the bike myself!
That’s exactly what you ought to do.

I pushed the bike to a repair shop. They worked on it for hours. It
was dark by the time they got it fixed.

Oh.

Then, as I started pedalling home, another policeman stopped me.
Going too fast again?

He was just{ making trouble. Said I had no lamp. With all those
bright street lights on, what do I need a lamp for?

Buy a lamp, why don’t you?

Even if T had the money, I wouldn’t waste it on that junk.
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No, you’ll save it to pay your repair bills!

Originally, I was thinking of buying a friction generator lamp.

Why spend so much? A kerosene lamp is good enough.

It’s true. Any kind of light will do. So I bought a paper lantern.
Those are awkward to carry.

Anyhow, no one could say I hadn’t any light. I held the handle-bars
with one hand and the lantern with the other.

More trick riding.

I hadn’t gone very far, when a pedicab driver yelled — get off, quick!
I've got a light, I thought. Why should I? It’s burning, he called,
burning! Naturally, I thought. What good’s a lantern that doesn’t
burn? Suddenly I took one look, and I got off, quickly.

Wasn’t the lantern burning?

It was burning all right. The whole thing — and my sleeve with it!
Walk the bike home and be done with it. '

I scraped through everything else. I couldn’t let this stop me.

You can’t ride on the streets at night without a light.

I sneaked through the back lanes.

Those are even darker.

I didn’t care. I turned into the first lane and began pedalling. Then
I saw a policeman coming towards me.

You got off then, T’ll bet.

Not me. Before he saw me I banked into another lane and sailed
right out of sight. He couldn’t have found me if he tried.

You reached home?

I landed in a ditch!

95



WU SUNG FIGHTS A TIGER

A story-teller’s tale as told by Wang Shao-tang

Carrying his bundle, Wu Sung left the town and set out along
the highway. The moon hung high. It was as bright as day. The
weather was perfect for walking, but Wu Sung staggered, for he had
drunk too much wine. Were it not for his staff, he would have fallen.

After travelling about a mile and a half, as he neared the foot of
Chingyang Ridge, Wu Sung saw a small temple at the side of the road.
Pasted on its wall was a proclamation. Although he had never been to
school, Wu Sung could read a little. The proclamation was issued by the
county magistrate and it said:

This autumn a fierce tiger appeared in the neighbourhood of
Chingyang Ridge. It has already killed several travellers, to the sor-
row and anger of this magistrate. We have directed our hunters to
destroy the beast but, thus far, they have not succeeded. Know you
all, therefore, that except for those on official business, no one is per-
mitted to cross the ridge after dark. Even in daylight hours, travel-
lers must go in groups, carrying staffs and beating cymbals, and be
escorted by the local headman. If any man travelling alone is not
warned by the town innkeeper and stopped by the local headman and
is therefore harmed by the tiger, this magistrate will mete out severe
punishment. ‘No exceptions ‘will' be made.

Oh! said Wu Sung, I was too hasty. When that young waiter tried
to stop me a while ago I shouldn’t have struck him. I thought he was
trying to keep me at the inn to rob me in the night because I was drunk.
He meant well, and I wronged him. Let me think. Shall I go on or
not? There’s a tiger ahead. I ought to go back. But if I do, that young
waiter will laugh at me. ‘“Well Master,” he’ll say, “when I told you
about the tiger, not only did you hit me— you said the tiger had in-
vited you for supper! Why don’t you go and dine then? Ah, I see. Prob-
ably you saw the proclamation, and you knew I wasn’t lying. You got
scared and came back. You're just a braggart, Master!” How can I let
him laugh at me? If there was no tiger and I went back, it wouldn’t
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make any difference. But since there is one, I can’t return! Am I going
to be frightened by a tiger? A man can only go forward, he must not
retreat. What can the tiger do to me? I'm skilled in the use of weapons;
I learned how to defend myself. Well, now I can use my skill. The
tiger and I will fight it out. If I win, I'll be removing a danger to the
people, and that will be a good thing. If I lose, what of it? I'll make a
meal for the tiger. In any battle a real man must be prepared to die. .

Wu Sung was a man of rare character. He knew there was a tiger
on the ridge, but he shouldered his bundle and marched straight ahead.

After walking another mile or so, till he was some two miles out of
Chingyang Town, Wu Sung again gazed at the ridge rising in front of
him. The mountains ranged from north to south. Only by following the
road west across the ridge could travellers get to the other side. The
ridge was about a third of a mile high. Ordinarily, Wu Sung could have
bounded over it without pausing for breath. But today he had drunk
too much wine. His head was heavy and his feet were light. He walked
unsteadily. Wine, after all, is not a good thing.

Wu Sung forced himself half-way up the ridge, and had to rest. At
the side of the road was an old tree, beneath which was a flat boulder,
six feet long and three feet wide and one foot high. I don’t know how
big the part embedded in the ground was. Anyhow it was clean, and a
good place to rest. Wu Sung sat down on the boulder, placed his stafl
beside him and his bundle on the stone.

Ah, man is weak. If he had just sat, it wouldn’t have mattered but,
no, he had to sleep. He stretched out on the flat surface, lay his head
on his bundle, and soon was snoring away. i

You could hardly blame him for being so tired. Several nights he
had walked right through, getting very little sleep. But what about the
tiger? Wu Sung had forgotten it completely. Usually his memory was
not so bad. But today, because he had drunk too much wine, it was
hard for him to remember.

Still, it was lucky he slept when he did, otherwise he might not have
sobered up in time. After several hours, he was awakened by a cold
wind from the north-west. The wind had blown most of the drunken
fumes from his head. It was past midnight. Wu Sung had been sleeping
very comfortably, when he felt a strange presence. And what do you
think it was? A man-eating tiger!

Yes, there was reason for the magistrate’s proclamation. There was
a tiger, all right. It lived in a big cave on the south side of the ridge,
where there were no people. The mouth of the cave was hidden by a
thick growth of dry weeds. Now the tiger had come out. It prowled
across the ground, raising its head to look at the full moon. The wind
began to moan and trees creaked in the gale. There was no wind before.
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Why did it rise suddenly now? In the old days people said clouds came
from dragons, tigers brought the wind. A tiger roars when it feels a
wind, and the wind blows stronger when it hears a tiger, each adding to
the awesomeness of the other.

Yes, the tiger had come out with a huge leap and a terrible roar.
Then, like a stately official, it strolled to a thicket beside the rpad and
waited for its prey. The tiger was hungry; it hadn’t eaten its fill for
several days. What did it eat? It liked people best. It feasted on
humans with the same zest that we enjoy a good banquet. It also ate
roebuck and deer and rabbits and other wild game.

Ever since the proclamation was posted, the tiger had been having
hard times. People could no longer freely cross the ridge. They could
only travel in groups, during daylight, and carrying cudgels. The tiger
didn’t dare attack them. He hadn’t had any of his favourite food for
some time. It was even difficult for him to find any small game; he had
already eaten whatever there was.

But surely, there must have been a rabbit or two? Rabbits are very
fast and they live in burrows that tigers can’t get at. Some of them
must have got away. But, no. The tiger didn’t wait till the rabbit popped
into its burrow. When it saw a rabbit, it let out a wild roar that paralys-
ed the little animal with fear. Then the tiger would stroll up to it and
swallow it down with one gulp.

Then what about monkeys? They can climb high in the trees. That
should have made them safe. No, they weren’t any better off, either.
When a monkey saw the tiger coming it would scamper to the top
branches of a tree and stare down at the huge striped hunter with beady
eyes. “You may be fierce, old brother,” the monkey would say to itself,
“but you can’t climb. What are you going to do about it?”

But the tiger was even smarter. It would sit down ten or twelve
yards from the tree, raise its head and let out a terrible roar. The monkey
would become very frightened and begin to tremble. Again the tiger
would roar, and the monkey would shake harder than before. It didn’t
take much — eight or ten roars and the monkey would be trembling from
head to foot. His eyes would see stars, his paws would lose their grip,
his feet would slip, he’d go weak all over, and come tumbling down more
dead than alive. Then the tiger would amble up, open his mouth and —
gulp! He’'d swallow the monkey down.

Does that mean he ate up all the game, so that there was absolutely
nothing left? No, not really. When the tiger came to this neighbourhood,
the small game scattered and fled. The tiger is the king of beasts. All
the other animals are afraid of him. And when they fled, they howled
and cried. Men have their language and animals have theirs, What did
they say? — “Stay away from Chingyang Ridge. There’s a tiger there
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who eats everything!” One told ten, ten told a hundred. None of the
animals would go near Chingyang Ridge. The tiger was out of luck.

When a tiger is hungry, it’s fiercer than ever. This ferocious beast

crouched in the dry grass and roared. The wind rose and the trees bent
in the gale. The tiger was not far from Wu Sung now. Wu Sung was
on the east side of the ridge, the tiger on the west. The roar awakened
Wu Sung, and wind blew in through his pores and chilled his bones.

He sat up and rubbed his eyes. “What a strong wind.” He sniffed.
The wind carried a dank animal smell. “Mm, that’s bad. There must be
a tiger around!” Wu Sung was sober now. He remembered what the
young waiter at the inn had said. Hunters in his home village had once
told him too — if a big wind springs up when you’re out in the wilds and
it has an animal scent, be careful. Some savage beast is searching for
prey. -

Wu Sung knew he was in danger. He couldn’t take any chances.
Leaving his bundle, he seized his staff and bounded to the top of the
ridge. His left hand on his hip, his right hand grasping his staff, Wu
Sung looked carefully around. Nothing, he couldn’t see a thing. Where
was the tiger? Hiding behind a clump of dry grass beside the road. In
autumn, the grass was the same colour as the tiger’s tawny skin. As
he crouched there in the dark, it was very hard to detect him.

Wu Sung couldn’t see the tiger, but the tiger could see him. The
beast gathered himself, roared, then leaped to the middle of the road
and charged directly up the ridge at Wu Sung. Although Wu Sung was
brave, he couldn’t help crying out in surprise. In the moonlight, the

beast was as big as an ox. Its white teeth flashed like knives in its scarlet .

mouth, and its tail was like a whip of iron.

What a monster, thought Wu Sung. I've been looking for you.
You've come just in time. You and I can fight it out. We’ll see which
of us is the tougher. If I can’t beat you, I'll invite you to @ feast —on
me. If I win, I'll be ridding the people of a scourge. . . . Telling it is
slow, but Wu Sung moved very quickly. He took a good grip on his
staff and stood poised, waiting for the tiger.

(ten-minute intermission)

In attacking a man, the tiger had three formidable weapons. The
first was its roar. If you weren’t a brave hero, those roars would t‘urn
~ your bones to mush and you wouldn’t be able to move. The second the
tiger’s claws. They were like iron hooks. Once he got them into your
shoulders, he’d pull your flesh from your bones and rip out your sinews.
The third was his tail. It was strong as iron. One blow from that tail

could break your leg or snap your spine. Unless a man could cope with
all three weapons, he ended up in the tiger’s stomach.
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When the tiger saw that its roar had no effect on Wu Sung, it knew
it would have to try other measures. The tiger was less than ten yvards
away. Wu Sung stood motionless, his eyes fixed on the advancing beast.
The tiger crouched and leaped, reaching its front claws for Wu Sung’s
shoulders. There was no time for Wu Sung to raise his staff. He dodged
to the left and the tiger sailed several yards beyond him.

That was a close call! thought Wu Sung. Another second and he
would have had me! . . . The tiger was startled too. It revolved to face
its victim but, before it could complete its turn, with one quick step,
Wu Sung was upon it. Wu Sung raised his staff with both hands ang
brought it down with all his force, aiming at the tiger’s head. There was
a loud. crunching, splintering crash.

Had Wu Sung cracked the tiger’s head open? What made that
sound? If Wu Sung had really got the tiger in the head, the sound wouldn’t
have been nearly so loud. Concentrating on the tiger, Wu Sung hadn’t
noticed the thick branch of a pine tree just above him. The staff had
struck the branch, breaking it, itself also snapping in two. The tiger,
seeing this huge man rushing up to it and hearing the crash, fled with
a roar. The snapped end of the staff flew four yards through the air
and clattered to the ground. An instant later, the branch also thudded to
earth. The thousand-year-old pine tree shuddered violently, scattering
a shower of pine needles and pine nuts. A raven’s nest in the top
branches, wrenched loose by the impact, came tumbling down in bits,

It was a tremendous blow, but it had missed the tiger. Now the
beast turned and came towards Wu Sung again. Wu Sung tossed away his
broken staff and stood waiting with his bare hands. He knew the tiger’s
movements now and he was looking for a chance to strike.

Again the tiger crouched, roared, and leaped, its front claws aiming
for Wu Sung’s shoulders. Wu Sung leaned to the right, and again the
tiger missed him. But this time the tiger landed quite close; it whirled,
intending to sink its teeth into Wu Sung’s leg. With a quick thrust of
his leg, Wu Sung kicked hard and the tiger’s left eye was squeezed out.
Frantic with rage and pain, the beast revolved in a tight circle,

Now why did the tiger revolve in a circle? Well, even a man will
be frantic if he loses an eye, to say nothing of a beast. This cruel beast
relied on its eyes to find its prey; now suddenly one of them was gone,
Naturally, the tiger was quite confused and did not know what to do.
Wu Sung then seized his chance; while the tiger was turning away from
him, he stepped forward and grabbed the tiger’s neck with his left hand.
The beast could not escape. When it wanted to go forward, he pulled
it back; when the tiger tried to turn back, he would not let it move either.
With a shout, he forced the tiger down. The tiger could only claw the
ground; in no time at all it had dug four deep pits.
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Wu Sung sat astride the tiger with his left hand grasping the tiger
by the scruff of the neck. The animal still wanted to escape, but Wu
Sung pinned it down with his legs. Feeling very uncomfortable, the
tiger lifted its head and roared. Now why should it lift its head? It
knew that somebody had it by the neck; it wanted to turn and bite him.
As the tiger was turning its head to the right, Wu Sung raised his right
fist and dealt a mighty blow on its right eye. Crash! The tiger was
knocked and, what's more, its right eye was knocked out too. A few
minutes before, Wu Sung had kicked out the beast’s left eye, now with
one blow he knocked out the right eye. With both eyes gone, the tiger
was completely blinded.

After this blow the tiger was dizzy and could not move. Then with
all his strength Wu Sung started pounding the beast’s right shoulder.
Crash, crash, crash! Wu Sung dealt a dozen blows. Because they were
all struck at the same spot, later when people examined the tiger at the

yamen, they found only one wound there. But the blows were quite
useful; for now the tiger could

no longer use its right paw.
Though Wu Sung was anxious
to finish off the beast quickly,
after some dozen blows it was
still alive and panting.

What'’s this? said our hero.
He was becoming ashamed of
himself. So my fist is quite
useless. What do I have a fist
for anyway? Why can’t T kill
the beast? Ah, yes, I understand.
Though I've given it some dozen
blows, they weren’t directed at
a vital spot. I'd better find one
and finish the tiger off. But
where is a vital spot?

Now the tiger was rearing
its head again, and it roared. It
was turning to the right again.
Our hero clenched his fist and,
using all his strength this time,
drove a mighty blow at the
tiger’s right ear. The tiger’s roar
ended in the middle. It no
longer reared its head or clawed

the ground. It went limp all
over. i
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Wu Sung looked at it. Hmm! It’s probably dead. Our hero re-
moved his right leg and pushed at the tiger with his hand. Crash! The
_tiger collapsed towards the right. It was dead all right. What? The
tiger collapsed? Don’t people say that even a dead tiger remains crouch-
ing? True, but it all depends how the tiger died. Tigers that die of old
age or sickness do not lie down. There is a reason for that. When it is
about to die, it knows that the end is near; so the tiger first chooses a
good spot. It likes to keep its dignity. You’d think it wouldn’t care
about dignity when it’s dying anyway, but it does. It puts its front paws
forward, sits on its hind legs, raises its head and glares hard with its
mouth open wide; sometimes it even hangs its tongue out. Only then
does the tiger breathe its last. After death it remains like that, crouch-
ing. Passers-by are often fooled by dead tigers. As they come near,
someone notices a tiger by the roadside. “Look out, Brother!” he yells.
“There is a tiger up there. Run for your life! . . .” Actually the tiger
is quite dead, but after death it still can frighten people.

The tiger that Wu Sung killed had a sense of dignity too, but after
all that beating it was rather demoralized; so naturally it only collapsed
to the ground.

You foul beast! Now what can you do? I have rid the world of
this evil fiend. It can no longer do damage to the people. After our
hero said that he turned around. My work is done; I'd better go on.
He crossed the ridge and reached the boulder again. Putting his bundle
on his shoulder, he looked at the broken staff and laughed, I am much
obliged to you! Then he followed the road across the ridge.




THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF
CHINESE FICTION

LU HSUN

The following is a series of lectures delivered by Lu
Hsun in 1924 at a Sian summer school to which he was
invited by the North-west University and the Shensi
Bureau of Education. They were not generally known or
included in The Works of Lu Hsun, for they came to light
a few years ago only.

As they were given just after the publication of his
Brief History of Chinese Fiction, these lectures may be
considered a synopsis of that book. Certain views and
arguments are actually expanded here, making this valu-
able material for students of our classical literature and of
the history of Chinese fiction.

Many historians have told us that the history of mankind is evolutional,
and China naturally should be no exception. But when we look at the
evolution of China we are struck by two peculiarities. One is that the old
makes a come-back long after the new has appeared —in other words,
retrogression. The other is that the old remains long after the new has
appeared — in other words, amalgamation. This does not mean there is
no evolution, however. Only it is comparatively slow, so that hotheads
like myself feel that ‘“one day is like three autumns.”* The same applies
to literature, including fiction. For instance, today we still find dregs of
the Tang (618-907) and Sung (960-1279) dynasties in modern writing, or
even the ideas and behaviour of primitive man. In my talk I mean to
ignore these dregs — popular as they still are—and try to find the trend
of development in our regressive and chaotic literature.

* A quotation from the Book of Songs. The poem describes how time drags when
lovers are apart.

103




FROM MYTH TO LEGEND

The expression hsiao shuo* (/N i) was first used by Chuang
Tzu,** who spoke of “winning honour and renown by means of hsiao
shuo.” But by this he simply meant trivial talk with no moral significance,
something quite different from the modern meaning of the word. For
Chuang Tzu considered the various schools of thought of Confucius, Yang
Tzu, Mo Ti and the others as “trivial talk.” And the other philosophers
no doubt considered Chuang Tzu’s writing in the same way. When we
come to the section on literature and art in the Han Dynasty History,***
hsigo shuo means ‘‘the gossip of the streets,” which is closer to what is
called fiction today. Still, it was simply a collection of the talk of the
common people made by the emperor’s officers so that they could study
popular sentiment and customs. It is not the same as modern fiction.

How did fiction first come to be written? According to the Han
Dynasty History, “fiction writers were the successors of the officers whose
job it had been to collect popular talk.” Whether such an official function
existed or not is another question. But even if it did, this can only explain
the origin of such writing, not the origin of story-telling. Nowadays most
students of the history of literature believe that story-telling grew out of
mythology. When primitive men living in caves or in the wilderness were
puzzled by such ever-changing phenomena of nature as wind, rain and
earthquakes, which they could not account for, they attributed these
things to supernatural beings, and made stories about the life and
behaviour of the gods, as in the account of the creation of heaven and earth
in Chinese mythology. So myths started. When these myths developed
and became more human, demigods appeared — ancient heroes who
achieved great deeds by means of superhuman attributes given them by
the gods. Examples of these are Chien Ti,*** who ate a swallow’s egg
and gave birth to Shang, and King Yao, who ordered Yi***** to shoot down
the ten suns in the sky. These tales, which show the difference between
demigods and ordinary men, are today called legends. Then these stories
evolved further, and truthful accounts became history while other
anecdotes became fiction.

*In modern Chinese this means “fiction” or a “story.”

** A philosopher of the Warring States period (403-221 B.C.).

*** By Pan Ku of the first century.

***¥ Chien Ti’s son, Shang, founded the Shang dynasty (1700-1200 B.C.).

***** Yao was a sage king supposed to have lived in the third millennium B.C. Yi,
or Hou Yi, was a famous archer.
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It seems to me that poetry must have preceded prose stories. Poetry
started with labour and religion. For men at work sang to forget their
hardships and, beginning with monotonous chants, ended by expressing
their feelings with a natural rhythm. Another origin of poetry was primi-
tive man’s fear of and subsequent respect for the gods, which made him
sing their might and praise their achievements. As for story-telling, I
suspect it originated during times of rest. Just as men tried to forget their
troubles by singing while they were working, when at rest they told
stories to while away the time. This is how fiction started. So poetry
and song grew out of labour, and prose stories out of leisure.

In ancient times, however, poetry and story-telling alike were based
on mythology. This was so in ancient India, Egypt and Greece, as well
as in China. But in China we have no great mythological works, while
even the few myths we have are not yet compiled in books; we have to
search for them in the ancient classics. One of our most important source-
books is the Book of Mountains and Seas (HI # #). The myths here are
not systematically arranged; but among the most noteworthy of them,
important for its influence in later periods, is the story about the Queen
Mother of the West. Here is an example of such writing:

The Jade Mountain is where the Queen Mother of the West lives.
She has a human appearance, the tail of a leopard and the teeth of a
tiger. She can shriek, her hair is shaggy, and she wears trinkets.
She rules over the avenging spirits and the five monsters of heaven.

There are many similar accounts. The Queen Mother of the West
remained popular till the Tang dynasty, when the Mother of Li Mountain®
took her place. Then there is the story, discovered in an ancient tomb in
the prefecture of Chi, about King Mu of the Chou dynasty (1200-403 B.C.)
who rode eight wonderful horses to the western regions. On the whole,
though, there is a dearth of ancient myths in China, and what we do possess
are fragmentary accounts rather than long narratives. Mofeover, this is
apparently not because many were lost but because there were always
very few. To my mind, there are two main reasons for this dearth.

In the first place, life was too hard. The earliest Chinese lived in the
Yellow River Valley where conditions were rigorous and men had to strain
every nerve to wrest a living from nature. As this made them matter-of-
fact, with a dislike for fanciful ideas, mythology could not develop or be
handed down. Though labour gives rise to the growth of literature, it
does so only under certain conditions. The work must not be too exhaust-
ing, Where you have toil and rest, or hard work but not too much of it,
there songs and poelry will spring up and in leisure hours there will be

* A mountain in the province of Shensi near Changan, the Tang capital.
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story-telling. But too much labour and too little rest mean a man is
constantly tired, and when he is short of food and sleep he will not think
of literature. _

In the second place, men’s memories are short. In ancient times
stories of gods, ghosts and men were often intermingled, so that primitive
beliefs survived in the old legends. But as time went on these legends
died out. For example, as Shen-tu and Yu-lei* were famous deities who
are supposed to have taken straw ropes to capture tigers and defend men
against evil spirits, the ancients made door-gods of them. Afterwards,
however, the two generals Chin Chiung and Yuchih Ching-teh** became
the door-gods, as we see from many historical accounts. So later genera-
tions forgot even the names of Shen-tu and Yu-lei, to say nothing of the
stories about them. And there were many such cases.

As there are no full-length myths in China, let us have a look at the
hsiago shuo mentioned in the Han Dynasty History. Not one of all those
listed there is left. Only fragments have survived. For example, the
Book of Ceremony*** (jil, i) quotes the following passage from Ching
Shih Tzu (7 H F):

In ancient times, at the age of eight a boy would move to lodgings
outside to learn the lesser arts and practise the Tesser etiquette. When
he bound his hair and began more advanced studies, he would learn
the greater arts and practise the greater etiquette. At home he would
study ceremony and literature, abroad his jade pendants would tinkle,
and when riding in his carriage he would hear harmonious bells. Thus
no improper ideas could enter his heart.

Now Ching Shih Tzu was classified as hsiao shuo, but judging by this
quotation it seems to have been the same as the rest of the Book of Cere-
mony. It is hard to see why such a book was called hsiao shuo. Perhaps
because it contained many ideas alien to Confucian philosophy. Of the
surviving hsiao shuo said to date from the Han dynasty, the Book of
Deities and Miracles (it 5 #) and the Account of the Ten Continents
C-- ¥ &) are attributed to Tungfang Shuo.**** The Tales of Emperor Wu
(W & # #) and the Private Life of Emperor Wu (I B 7% M {#) are
attributed to Pan Ku. We also have Penetrating the Mysteries (il & @)
by Kuo Hsien, and the Miscellany of the Western Capital (P8 ¥ & i) by
Liu Hsin. The Book of Deities and Miracles is written in the same style

*Gods popular during the Han dynasty.

** Famous generals of the seventh century.

*** A Confucian classic embodying several old records. The Ching Shih Tzu is
now lost.

**** An eminent scholar during the reign of Emperor Wu, one of the most famous
Chinese emperors in history, who reigned from 140-87 B.C.
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as the Book of Mountains and Seas, and gives accounts of miraculous
phenomena. Here is an example:

The Lying Beast lives in the mountains of the South-west Wilder-
ness. It looks like a rabbit with a human face, and can speak with
human speech. It often cheats men, saying east when it should be
west and bad when it should be good. Its flesh is delicious, but after
eating it a man cannot tell the truth.

The Account of the Ten Continents contains. what Emperor Wu is
alleged to have heard from the Queen Mother of the West about these
lands, and is also modelled on the Book of Mountains and Seas, although
it is slightly more restrained in style. Both the Tales of Emperor Wu and
the Private Life of Emperor Wu describe incidents from the birth to the
death of that monarch. Penetrating the Mysteries deals with holy men,
magic and prodigies in distant lands; while the Miscellany of the Western
Capital records happenings in the world of men. The Book of Deities and
Miracles and the Account of the Ten Continents are not mentioned in the
Han Dynasty History, however, and cannot therefore have been written
by Tungfang Shuo, but must be later works. The two accounts of Emperor
Wu must also be by a later hand, for the style is not that of Pan Ku and
they contain Buddhist ideas, although Buddhism was not widespread in
China in the Early Han dynasty and the men of that time would not have
used Buddhist concepts. As for Penetrating the Mysteries and the
Miscellany of the Western Capital, these have been proved to date from
the Six Dynasties period (317-581). Thus all these six hsiao shuo attributed
to Han dynasty writers are spurious. Only Liu Hsiang’s* Account of the
Saints ( 5 1l £ ) is genuine. Keh Hung of the Tsin dynasty (265-420) also
wrote about saints and fairies, and there were more such tales during the
Tang and Sung dynasties which had a great influence on later ideas and
fiction. When Liu Hsiang wrote, however, he was not aware that he was
writing fiction, but thought he was recording facts. It is we who regard
his work as fiction. The fragmentary legends in these books are still used
as reading material for children today. As many people have asked
whether they are suitable for boys and girls, I shall mention my view in
passing. Some say that to teach children these legends will only make
them superstitious and do much harm; but others argue that these fairy
tales are suited to childish natures and will interest without injuring them.
_ It seems to me that the whole question hinges on the state of education in
this country. If children can receive a good education, they will study
science and know the truth and not be superstitious. In that case no harm

* A famous Han dynasty scholar of the first century B.C.
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will be done. But if young folk can have no better education and make
no further mental progress, they will always believe the legends they
heard when children, and this may be bad for them.

1I

TALES OF MEN AND OF THE SUPERNATURAL
DURING THE SIX DYNASTIES PERIOD

We can now go on to consider the hsiao shuo of the fourth to the sixth
centuries. The ancient Chinese believed in ghosts and deities who lived
apart from men, and in order to communicate with them they had shamans
or wizards. Later, these shamans split into two groups: priests and
alchemists. The priests talked about spirits, the alchemists about making
gold and atlaining immortality. This was the fashion from the Chin and
Han dynasties right down to the Six Dynasties. There was therefore
much writing about the supernatural. .Take this example from the Record
of the Investigation of Things* (1§ ¥ &):

Prince Tan of the state of Yen went as a hostage to the state of
Chin. . . . When he asked the king’s permission to return home, the
king would not hear of it and said jokingly: “You may go when the
crow’s head turns white and the horse grows horns.” Prince Tan
looked up and sighed, whereupon the crow turned white. He lowered
his head and lamented, whereupon the horse grew horns. So the king
of Chin was forced to send him back. . . .

Tales like this show the influence of the alchemists of the time. Or
take this anecdote from the Garden of Marvels (5 3t) by Liu Chin- shu

During the Yi Hsi era (405-418) a maid called Lan, who worked
for the Hsu family in Tunghai, suddenly grew weak and pale; but the
‘house was swept cleaner than before. - The family set a secret watch,
and saw the broom go from the corner of the room to the maid’s bed.
When they took the broom and burnt it; the ma1d recovered from
her illness.

Evidently the men of that time believed all things had life. This was
shamanism or animism. Such ideas still exist today. For example, we
often see trees hung with placards announcing that all prayers will be
granted. This shows that men of our generation still consider ‘trees as -
gods, and are just as superstitious as the people of the Six Dynasties. As
a matter of fact, in ancient times the men of all lands had similar ideas,

* Attributed to Chang Hua of the Tsin dynasty.
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only later they discarded them by degrees. But in China they are
still prevalent.

In addition to the two books just mentioned, two more accounts of the
supernatural during the Six Dynasties period are Records of Spirits
(4 7 #2) by Kan Pao and its sequel by Tao Chien.* Most of the former
book is lost, however, what we have today being half genuine and half .
forged, with quotations from the original collected from various sources
by Ming dynasty scholars together with other accounts. The sequel also
deals with the supernatural; but as Tao Chien was an enlightened and
intelligent man, he can hardly have written this. Some other writer prob-
ably made use of his name.

Another factor which encouraged the development of such tales was
the coming of Indian thought. During the Tsin, Sung, Chi and Liang
dynasties, Buddhism was extremely popular. Many Buddhist sutras were
translated, and numerous tales were told about gods and ghosts, in which

both Chinese and Indian supernatural beings figured. One example is this
tale of the goose cage:

When Hsu Yen of Yanghsien was travelling in the hills.of Suian,
he came across a scholar . . . lying by the roadside, who said that
his feet ached and asked for a lift in the goose cage which Hsu was
carrying. Hsu thought he was joking; but the scholar got into the
cage . . . and sat down quietly beside the two geese, who did not
seem {o mind him. Hsu carried the cage again, but did not find it any
heavier. Further on, when he stopped to rest under a tree, the scholar
came out of the cage and offered to treat him to a meal. Hsu acceptéd
with pleasure, and the scholar took from his mouth a copper tray laid
with all manner of delicacies. . . . After several cups of wine, the
scholar said to Hsu: “I have a girl with me. May I ask her to join
us? . . .” Then from his mouth the scholar produced a girl. . . . She
sat down and feasted with them. Presently the scholar was tipsy and
went to lie down. The girl said to Hsu: ‘I have brought another
man with me. . . . Ishall call him out. . . .” Then the girl produced
another young man from her mouth. .

Such stories were not of Chinese but Indian origin. Thus we can see
the Indian influence in the tales of the supernatural of that period. We
should bear in mind, however, that when writers of that time recorded
supernatural happenings, they did so just as we record the daily news
today. They were not deliberately writing fiction.

After dealing briefly with tales of the supernatural, let us turn to
tales about men. During that period these tales were very simple too,

* The great poet, also known as Tao Yuan-ming, who lived from 365-427. See
Chinese Literature, No. 2, 1958, p. 117.
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rather reminiscent of the ghost stories. Here are two quotations from
Social Talk (it # #7 i) by Liu Yi-ching of the kingdom of Sung:

. . . When Yuan Yu was at Yen he had a fine carriage which he
would lend to anyone. A man who was burying his mother wanted
to borrow the carriage but dared not ask for it. When Yuan heard of
this, he sighed and said: “Though I have a carriage, men dare not
borrow it. Why should I keep it?”’ So he had the carriage burnt.

. . . Liu Ling often got drunk and behaved wildly. S