«THE YOUTH OF OUR COUNTRY
SEES THE FUTURE WITH CONFI-
DENCE; THE FUTURE IS IN ITS
HANDS, ALL THE ROADS ARE OPEN
10 IT... THIS IS WHY IT IS

REVOLUTIONARY AND RESOLUTE
FIGHTER FOR THE CAUSE OF

SOCIALISM.»




The cover of this issue is ‘devoted to the happy youth of our country
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that has gathercd at its 6th Congress in Durrés to see the road traversed

in E_ﬂl:l.ﬂll.'i't construction and the prnspects of the future. On the First page
phn:-tu Nr. 1 shows the leaders -:rf the Party and Etﬂlﬂ on the tribune tngether

with a grnup of young pmneers Photo Nr. T shuws the pnrh‘alt of a young
fnundrjr worker and in front (3) of him the phutn of a young woman engtv

neer. Photos 4 and 5 show a group of young 3 people working in the cons-
truction of the Elbasan-Péerrenjas railway and another group of youth
taking =& rest. Lﬂ-\'et 2z represents little Lh:lld'rﬂ'“ P'l-"-‘_'l""“ﬂ- Cover 3 shows
jruuth gx:cutlng a folk dance. In cover Nr. 4 a young artist working the

ﬂartraﬂ. of a highland woman.
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by RUDI MONARI

SUDI MONARI — alternate member of the CC of the PLA,
first secretary of the CC of the ALYU

Youth-Active Fo
Of The Country

The 6th Congress of the Albanian Labour Youth Union
(ALYU) held its proceedings in the coastal city of Durrés
in October. This was an important event for our organisation.

of the work and activity carried out by the rising gene-
ration of socialist Albania in all the fields of our dyna-
mic life since the 5th Congress of the ALYU, laid down
new tasks and approved the programme for the coming years.
During this period great revolutionary transformations have
been made in the life of the whole country, and comse-
quently in that of the younger generation of Albania as
well, The youth have been a shock force in the struggle
guided by the Party of Labour of Albania (PLA) for the
further revolutionisation of the country's life. Wherever
they work and militate, in plants, agricultural cooperati-
ves, production and construction centres, in educational,
cultural and other institutions, the youth are in the vanguard
of the work fronts and they struggle to promote the ideas
of our revolution. There is mo field of Albanian social and
political life in which the younger generation does not
leave traces of its activity. It has become an initiator in
the struggle for the formation of the mnew man, in the




e In The Revolutionisation

Life

The jrole of youth in the country's social-political
development. lts education through work

and revolutionary actions

struggle against petty-bourgeois remnants, bourgeois and
revisionist influences, in mass actions against backward cus-
toms and religious prejudices and for the complete eman-
cipation of women and girls, as well as in the broad
movement for the further revolutionisation of our school,
elc. Tens of thousands of young men and women, of
all categories of youth, are volunteering to help in the
construction of the Rrogozhiné-Fier and Elbasan-Pérrenjas
railway lines, in opening the Malésia e Madhe (Great
Highland) highway, in the work for terracing hills and
mountains, and in other projects. Actions of wvoluntary
work have become an arena of the work and efforts of
youth for the transformation of nature and, at the same
time, schools for their revolutionary education. A broad
movement which has recently burst forth is that to «Per-
fect the moral figure of youth in the struggle against
manifestations of petty-bourgeois psychologys, a struggle
which has swept over all sections of the younger gene-
ration of our country. In the field of the development
of the technical-scientific revolution the youth have thrown
themselves in to the struggle against narrow craft-conscious-

uess concepls and bureaucratic practices in production.

In the field of the socialist organisation of work for the
radical transformation of the countryside, our youth are pro-
viding their example of maintaining a resolute stand against
difficulties and of persisting in their efforts to conquer any
manifestation of the old world. The young pioneers, rallied
around their organisation, are striving to continually im-
prove their results in studies, to temper themselves through
useful social work, and they undertake initiatives and ac-
tions of political and social educative wvalue.

THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN THE COUNIRY'S SOCIAL-POLI-
TICAL LIFE

e

Comrade Enver Hoxha said at the 6th Congress of the PLA:
«OQur younger generation, rallied in its militant organi-
satlion of the Albanian Labour Youth Union, under the
guidance of the Party, has come out into the arena of the
ideological class struggle as a bold initiator and staunch
fighter, as a revolutionizing, motive and shock force in the
field of social, ideological and cultural transformationss.



11 has always been clear to our organisation that the success
achieved in the political and ideological formation of the
youth has been determined by the systematic mastering
of Marxism-Leninism, under the specific conditions of the
struggle for socialist construction. ustudy-ana]ysig—an:tiam -
this has been the motto that has permeated the whoele ac-
tivity of our organisation in struggle to master the ideology
of the PLA, the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Its study is
connected with the fundamental problems that have pre-
occupied the ALYU and has been accompanied by mass
undertakings and initiatives, with concrete revolutionary
activity. All the ideological movements and actions of
youth, such as the movement against religion and backward
customs, the movement for the complete emancipation of
women and girls, and against patriarchalism and conser-
vatism, etc., have been 2 combination of the revolutionary
practical action of the masses of youth and people with
their theoretical preparations. practically, the entire youth
of our country Wwas involved in the s0O far unprecedented
broad movement for the study of the history of the PLA,
of its documents, and of comrade Enver Hoxha's works.
Tens of thousands of young people are involved in the
movements: «Learn from the working classs, «In the fool- i A T,
steps of the glory of the work and struggle», etc. F o e s

The Party of Labour and People’s FPower in Albania have
created all the necessary conditions for the youth to 3t
tively participate in the socio-political life of the country,
in the discussion and solution of its important problems
and in the activity of the elected state and social organs. |
The younger generation is drawn into socio-political life : e _ i
in an organized manner and en masse from an early age, L TN e .
through the yound pioneer and youth organisations, the | o e
school and the family. Thus, hundreds of thousands of B o .
young men and women took part in the huge popular de- ;
bate on the revolutionisation of our school and in the
broad discussion for the drafting of the new five-year plan.
They discuss and carry out the decisions and plans that
emerge from these popular debates. Under the present
conditions, when the general ideological, political and cul-
tural level of youth has greatly risen more and more pos-
sibilities have been created to increasingly draw the broad
masses of youth in to the running of the country, Prepa-
ring and training them in the affairs of political POWEF
and the management of various economic and gocial sec-
tors. Now, young cadres are an important weight in the
leading organs of all levels. Thus in the people’s coun
cils of cities and yillages young men and young women

e




Comrade Enver Hoxha is a frequent and very much beloved
guest among the youths, young pioneers and children. He is
here in their midst, after an art performance given in the Opera
Theatre by the best groups of the kinder-gartens of Tirana

make up 34,2 percent of the councilors, in the people’s courts
they constitute 26,6 per cent of the judges, and so on.
Drawing the youth iulo running Lhe country has been a

great help in the struggl against burcaucracy. By electing
young men and women to work in the organs of political

power and having them fulfill their role and tasks in
these organs, in the best possible way, presenting voice
of the youth and the masses who have elected them,
the ALYU at the same time, aims at having them fight
against any bureaucratic manifestations and stands in the
fold of these various organs and links of the state power,

The extension of the political and social activity of the
youth is not confined within the limits of its organisation
or merely to those fields of life which are more directly
connected with the interests of youth. In this direction
we can take the example of the movement «For perfecting
the moral figure of youth in struggle against manifesta-
tions of the pelty-bourgeois psychology»., This movement
has extended broadly, and has also reached other sec-
tions of the population, wherever they work and live,

in collectives town and villags quarters, and in the family,
directing the cpearhead of its struggle against giving prio-
rity to individual interest over the collective interest, which
constitutes the pivot of all the rewnants of the old 1n

the cousciousness of men,
One of the importanl ficlds of ALYU'S activity i1s in the

front of art and culture, of the aesthetic education of
youth. The discussions and debates that are held on pro-

blems arising on this front, the mass participation of
youth in the artistic and cultural activities and crea-

tivity, and the struggle against alien manifestations and
influences, particulary the exposure of bourgeois and re-
visionist art and culture, are effective means for the
healthy aesthetic education of the youth, because they are
based on the Marxist-Leninist theory of art and culture,

The experience of our struggle teaches us that the edu-
cation and up-bringing of the moral and political figure
of youth would have no value without the physical and
military training and tempering of the younger genera-
tion. The Albanian Labour Youth Union has never seen
these two important fields of its activity as separated
from one another or as aims in themselves. The youth
does not consider its physical training only as a means
for cultured or entertaining rest, or only for the streng-
thening of health and for increasing abilities to work.
Not only that. Physical training has been transformed at
the same time into a way of tempering abilities for mi-
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Qur youth is being educated with the love for the people and the Fatheillund, for work and culture. In the cuditeria of the wni

versities and institutes they acquire the knowlegde of scientific disciplines and

they become acquainted with the latest achieve-

ments of science and technology. In the photo — students attending a lecture at the Facuity of Medicine of the 5.U.T.

litary training, which is seen as a task of primary im-
portance for the defence of the homeland awd the victories
of socialism in our country from the threat of imperialist-

revisionist aggression.

YOUTH IS EDUCATED THROUGH WORK AND REVOLU-
TIONARY ACTIONS

Here. too. on the front where material goods are produced,
a distinctive feature of the mobilisation of youth 1s the
launching of a series of revolutionary actions and ini-
tiatives.

Alongside the systematic efforts being made for the scien-
tific organization and management of production as well

as for the largescale introduction of modern technology,
the labouring youth has become an initiator in estabh-
gshing technical norms in the main processes, without which
we cannot speak of a scientific management of production.
The youth of the textile industry, such as those of the
«Stalins, «Mao Tse Tung» and other textile combines have
claimed particular distinction in this field. While the coo-
perativist youth of the countryside and the youth of the
state farms has dnitiated a broad movement for producing
kigh yields in farming and livestock raising where modern
agrozootechnology and scientific organisation of work have
been introduced. This movement aims at exiending the
new methods of high yield plots to all the main sectors

of agricultural and livestock production.
The rising generation of our country is aware of the times
it is living in. The great progress in various branches
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of science and technology is directly promoting produc-
tion. For the younger generation, outside the sphere of
production as well as within it, all the necessary condi-
tions have been created to master and apply science.
During the current school year, 720.000 young girls and
boys, representing mnearly one third of the population of
our country, are attenting our schools, the University and
other higher institutes of learning. During this five-year
plan peried, which ends in 1975, some 60.000 middle and
higher cadres will be trained a figure which i1s equal to the
total number of cadres trained during the 26 post-libe-
ration years. It must be pointed out here that for the first
lime during this five-year plan the major part of these
cadres will graduate from part-time courses. Ten of thou-
sands of other young men and women, in the town and
the country-side, are attending qualification courses and
lower professional schools.

The all-round scientific and technical education of the
younger generation constitutes one of the principal aims
of the further revolutionisation of our school which is
based on the triangle: Study, productive work, physical-
military training. This {triangle expresses, in a concen-
trated manner, the fundamental objectives of the revolu-
tionisation of life in our country for the preparation and
education of the younger generation: mastering of theory
and its direct connection with production, with useful
productive work, with the revolutionary practice of the
cooperative workers and peasants and with physical and
military training, which is an important component con-
nected with the defense of the country and socialism in
Albania. Thus, our younger generation is trained right
from the school desks with revolutionary habits not only
from the theoretical viewpoint, but also from practical
viewpoint, taking part directly in the revolution.

The revolutionary situation has also greatly enlivened the
internal life of ALYU. The most visible results in this
revolutionizing process can be seen in the improvement of

the essence of the work and methods of management

of the wyouth organisations, which have given wide scope
1o the successtull struggle against officialdom, formalism

and departmentalism, as well as against bureaucratic ma-
nifestations in the day to day activity, to the further
increase of the spirit of debate and struggle of opinions
in the fold of the organisation and to the deepening
aof demeeracy. Coensequently, the ragks of our wyouth or

ganisation have been increased by 100.000 members during
the last five yecar. Now, in the mobilization of their

members and their activation concerning wvarious pro-
blems the youth organisations know better and proceed
from the specific and requiremenls increasing wishes and
interests of the youth, adapting themselves to the times
and transformations of our society, and, in particular,

taking stock of the changes in the way of life, world

outlosk and tactee of the wyounger generabinn
The ullimale aim of the ALYU is, through ita educative

work and revelutionarv activity., to train devoted [fighters

In the chemistry Iuhu-rrd;t;r]r of the «Qemal Stafa» middie school
ir Tirana, conducting some experiments — as school work
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A deserved rest after the work for the opening of terraces
which will be planted with citrus fruit trees in Jonufér, Viera

e L s
e SR it

i T P B Tl e

_—




3 (@) 1972 o 13

for the cause of the Party and socialism in Albania and in
the world, who in the future will carry further the torch
of socialism and communism in resolute struggle against
the class enemies and their agents at home and abroad -
the imperialists and modern revisionits.

The revolutionary organisation of the rising generation of
cur country, the ALYU, in all fields of its international
activity and active collaboration with progressive and re-
volutionary youth and student organisations throughout the
world, has had the Marxist-Leninist line of the PLA and
comrade Enver Hoxha's teachings as its shining beacon.
Implementing the principles of proletarian internationalism
in the youth sector, the ALYU, as a vanguard detachment in
the anti-imperialist and anti-revisionist front, has consis-
tently fought against the aggressive policy and plots of the
US.-led imperialists and their allies, the Soviet-led modern
revisionists, and against the divisive and undermining ac-
tivity of their agents and tools in the world youth and
student movement. The ALYU continues to unreservedly
support the struggles for liberation and national defence
ol the peoples and youth in Asia, Africa and Latin Ame-

rica, as well as the struggle of the working class, youth
and students of thc capitalist world [ur political, dgemocratic

and other rigths.

The 6th Congress of the ALYU has been convened less than
a year after the 6th Congress of the PLA, which, by its pro-
gramme, opened new vistas to the Albanian people and
youth and raised the revolutionary spirit of the working
masses lo a higher level. It has been placed at the centre
of the attention of the organisations, inspiring and gui-
ding them for new revolutionary actions and initiatives.
Formed and tempered under the care of the PLA in the
heat of the work and struggle for the building of so-
cialism, our youth once more pledged itself at its 6th
Congress to be prepared to undertake mew tasks and still
greater responsibilities, so as to be worthy of being highly
appraised as a motive and shock force in the struggle for
the all-round revolutionisation of life in our country.
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The Working Class

And Socialist Construction

In The Country-Side

Problems and prospects

of the reborn Albanian
countryside, the development

of the productive forces and the
creation of equal conditions

in both town and country-side

by professor HEKURAN MARA

HEKURAN MARA - émnamics professor, seclion-chief at
the Institute of Marxist-Leninist Studies under the Central
Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania.

The agrarian question has constituted one of the fundamen-
tal points of the strategy and tactics of the Party in re-
volution and in our socialist construction. And this has
not occurred accidentally. The Albanian peasantry has been
a great active revolutionary force in fighting for national
and social liberation, for the establishment and defence of
the dictatorship of the proletariat. It has made an out-
standing contribution to the building of socialism. Agri-
culture constitutes the base of our economy and the ma
jority of Albania’s population is still made up by the pea-
santry.

Under these circumstances the working class has considered
the consolidation of the alliance with the peasantry as a
task of vital importance for the destiny of socialism in
our country, as an essential condition for the correct solu-
ton of the agrarian question. Therefore the Party has been
unsparing in its efforts to give to the leading role of the
working class in this alliance the content and goals that
emerge from the solution of the problems of socialist cons-

truction in the countryside.

THE REBIRTH OF THE ALBANIAN COUNTRYSIDE

Numerous transformations, and deep economic, social, ideo-
logical and cultural upheavals have taken place in our coun-
tryside. The Albanian countryside has passed from a semi-
feudal condition to socialism, from the wooden plough to the
tractor, from darkness and ignorance to socialist culture,






Under the leadership of the working class party, the pea-
santry won freedom through struggle and took over the
land. They got rid of oppression and exploitation by the
landlords. The people’s power gave the countryside greal
material aid. It made investments in the mechanization of
agriculture, in land reclamation work and the irrigation of
lands, helped with chemical fertilizers, selected seeds and
pedigree animals, with qualified cadres, etc. Public edu-
cation and culture were greatly extended. But all this marked
only the starting point of a process which was to be comple-
ted with a series of other important measures for the
complex solution of the agrarian question. To proceed
constantly on the road of this dialectic required the crea-
tion of certain conditions.

The principal condition, that would mark a radical turn-
ing-point in the solution of the agrarian gquestion by stages,
was the embarking of the countryside on the road of socia-
list development. Because of its confidence in the Party,
its conviction, its immediate and future interest, the pea-
santry detached itself from private property and privake
work. sfrom unscrupulous private interest» and embarked
on the broad road of socialism, of collective properly and
collective work. This was a great victory in our history
of socialist construction, of the solution of the agrarian
question. On this occasion was once more proved that the
collectivisation of agriculture can be successfully carried out
without waiting for the completion of the industrialization
of the country.

Although there exists an historical experience which con
firms the teachings of Marxism-Leninism on the coopera-
tion of the peasantry as the only road for the building of
socialism in the countryside, the modern revisionists are
seeking to turn their back on this experience. They can
be heard saying that the construction of socialism in the
countryside should be postponed until it arises as «an objec-
tive necessity of the new level of development of the pro-
ductive forcess. According to the revisionists, «if socialist
relations are established in the countryside before the appro-
priate material and technical base for them has been crea-
ted, these relations cease to exisls. This is a wulgar and
anti-Marxist interpretation of the dialectical relationshqgip
between the productive forces and the relations of produc-
tion.

It has always been clear to the Marxist-Leninists that the
role of the productive forces in the development of society
cannot be mechanically replaced with new relations of produc-
Hon. But the other aspect of this queshon has also been
clear to them: that the role of the productive forces should
not be made a fetish either. Further, it has been admitted
in theory and proved in practice that new relations of pro-
duction always promote the free and accelerated development
of the productive forces. This also constitutes the main ar-
gument justifying on the historical plane the conscious
revolutionary action of the establishment of new socialist re-
lations of production.

The Yugoslav revisionists go even further. The collecti-
vization of agriculture, they say, is an old, dead formula for
the construction of socialism in the countryside, a formula
which stems from «Stalinism» and cannot be applied to
present-day reality. This is allegedly a new creative dis-

covery of the renegades to Marxism-Leninism. In reality
it is a justification to legalize in the eyes of the peasantry
the capitalist oppression and exploitation which are prevalent
in the present-day Yugoslav countryside.

NEW PROBLEMS, NEW PROSPECTS

Many of the radical problems of the agrarian question
have been correctly and successfully solved by our socialist
revolution. The socialist social order has been established
in the countryside. Agriculture is developing at a fast rate
and being intensified and modernised. Antagonism be-
twreen the town and the countryside has been liquidated.
The ties and relations between industry and agriculture,
between the working class and the peasantry have been esta-
lished on socialist bases, and are developing under the
sign of cooperation and mutual aid. The livelihood of
every peasant family has changed in a manner incomparable
with the past, and it is improving unceasingly. In the
fiolds of education, culture and health the peasantry enjoys
the same rights which the building of socialism has also
guaranteed to the workers in the town.

However, the full construction of socialism in the country-
side has raised new problems. In the framework of the agra-
rian question great and complicated economic, ideological.
social. cultural, and educational problems, as well as those
relating to the way of living organization and management,
etc.. have to be solved. At the same time il is very impor-
tant to point out that today new possibilities have been
created, and new prospects for the solution of these pro-
blems have been opened up. In these circumstances, the
strengthening of the alliance of the working class and pea-
santry and of the leading role of the working class assume
a broader significance, and aims at new and greater objec-
tives.

In the stage of the full construction of socialism one
of the main problems is the narrowing of the essential
socio-economic differences between the countryside and the
town. In order to make concrete and further work out the
ways to bring the countryside closer to the town study and
generalisation of some theoretical and practical questions
is called for.

These include the following:

1) The narrowing of differences in the level of development
of the productive forces in the town and countryside, in
industry and agriculture.

2) The development of the two forms of socialist property
into a single one and the creation of social homogeneity
in the socialist society.

3} Reaching social and economic equality between the
working people of the countryside and the town as regards
conditions of work distribution, organisation and manage-

ment.
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4) Narrowing the differences between the working class and
the cooperativist peasantry in the field of ideclogy, cul-
ture, education and living standards, etc. :

The results achieved in narrowing the differences between
the countryside and the town show that our Party has
followed a correct Marxist-Leninist line on this question, it
has always been attentive, it has never bypassed stages but
neither has it been dominated by the feeling of compla-
gency or of marking time. According to the conditions
created by the socio-economic and ideopolitical development
of the country, it has striven to set forth new tasks of
socialist construction in the countryside and to work out
the measures to be taken to carry them out in practice.

THE MAIN QUESTION - THE DEVELOPMENT OF TH:
PRODUCTIVE FORCES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE

In examining the differences between the countryside and
the town and the ways o narrow them, it is essential to
start in the first place from economic differences and their
causes. The examination of this guestion also requires the
consideration of wvarious factors, taken in their many-sided
interaction.

When Albania began the construction of socialism a great
and all round backwardness characterized the economic
development of both town and countryside. In thesc c-::ndi-
tions the speedy building up of industry with intensified
eiforts constituted an historical necessity, and required the
drawing of definite economic and material means fru?rn
the countryside, relying on a correct financial policy which
tavoured the poor peasantry. This was in the interest of
the entire society and also directly promoted the develop-
ment showed unexampled conscientiousness and readine?s,
and a high feeling of responsibility in facing the tas‘k Lm-
cumbent on it in relation to the question of industrializa-
tion.

In the field of the development of industry our country
has made a truly historic leap. Today the total volume
of industrial production is OVer 60 times larger than be-
fore the establishment of the people’s power. In industry
a whole complex of new branches have been created which
have promoted the development of the productive forces
in the town in an unprecedented way.

Great and unceasing efforts have been made during the
whole period of socialist construction for the development
of the productive forces In the countryside. As a result,
total agricultural production has increased 4 times more
than during the pre-liberation period., For this purpose large
investments have been made. During the last 20 years
alone (1951-1970) 3,420,000 leks from the state funds have
been invested in agriculture. Parallel with this, the rapid
development and strengthening of industry itself have
also made possible the reduction from one five-year plan
to another of the contribution of the peasantry to the cen-
tralized social accumulation fund. Thus, in the fourth five-
year plan, the agricultural cooperatives contributed 55 per
cent less to this fund than in the third five-year plan,
and in the fifth they will contribute sill less,
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Therefore it is very important to point out that the main
cause uf. the economic differences existing today between the
l:.:::-untrymde and the town is to be sought in the first place
in the level of development of the productive forces and
of labour productivity in industry and agriculture.

At the present time, 63 per cent of the country's active
population works in agriculture, and 37 per cent in other
branches of the economy. But agriculture accounts for only
45 per cent of the national income, whereas the other
economic branches represent 65 per cent of it. The same is
true to total industrial and agricultural production in which
industry contributes 62 per cent, and agriculture only 38 per
cent. If we exclude the effect of the influence of the
level of prices of industrial and agricultural products on
these proportions their main cause remains the fact that
in agriculture labour productivity is lower than in industry
and the other branches of the economy.

The significant differences which exist in the productivity
oi labour in industry and agriculture are the cause of the
economic inequality between the working people of the
town and the countryside. A condensed expression of this
inequality are the per capita incomes of the population and
of every employed person in town and countryside. In
this respect, the policy of the Party has aimed at a faster
yate of growth of the per capita incomes of the population
in the countryside than in the town. And in fact statistics
chow that the dynamics of the increase of the per capita
income of the peasantry in the last decade (1961-1970) has
been higher than of the increase of the per capita incomes
of manual and office workers. During this period, the
per capita Incomes of manual and office workers have
grown by 19.5 per cent, whereas those of the peasant‘nr
have grown by 26,6 per cent. Despite this, a worker's 1n-
come today is greater than that of a cooperativist. :

What will lead to a new and greater increase of the mmn}es
of the peasantry is undoubtedly the consistent implementation
of the long term programme worked out by the Parly for
the intensification of agriculture. This programme envisages
the use of a complex of factors and elements of an eriﬂnn—
mic, social, ideological, technical, biological and nrganisat}o?lﬂl
character to increase crop yields and livestock productivity,
to extend the arable area by opening Uup virgin lands, and
placing the whole work of the organization and mana-%rement
of agricultural production on a sounder scientific basis.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY AND OTHER BRANCHES
OF THE ECONOMY IN THE SERVICE OF AGRICULTURE

Another main factor in bringing the countryside economically
and socially closer to the town remains the development
of industry and the other branches of the economy., Now
that country’s industrialization is entering a higher stage,
industry can and must be placed more directly in the ser-
vice of agriculture, and give the latter and the countryside
in general greater and more effective aid in every direction.

For this purpose, beginning from the fifth-year plan, spe-
cial attention is being devoted to the development of
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industrial branches producing chemical fertilizers, agricul-
miral machines and implements, electric power, means of
transport and building materials, which directly supply the
material-technical base of agriculture. During this period
the countryside will also be supplied more and on the same
Basis as the town with industrial consumer goods. Besides
sther things, this will serve as an encouragement for the
gooperativists to work and produce more agricultural and
Bwestock products, to ensure the necessary incomes to
purchase industrial commeodities.

The development of industry and of the other branches of
the economy as well as the increase of their specific weight in
e mational income, create new possibilities for lightening the

contribution of the countryside to the centralized social accu-
mulation funds. This can be done in different ways.

% began, for example, with the unification of the prices of

| mdustrial products for reproduction sold to the state enter-
 orises and agricultural cooperatives. Such a measure means

that the countryside will benefit during the fifth five-year
plan alone by about 80 million laks more in incomes. In the
same way, in the future, when the conditions are created, the
cooperatives can be assisted by lowering the prices of the
commodities the state sells to them.

A new experience has begun to emerge in the case of the
creation of the cooperatives of a higher type. The State is
directly investing social means for this purpose. In the future,
according to the possibilities, many of the important invest-
ments needed for the development of agriculture, which are
today made by the agricultural cooperatives themselves, may

' 5¢ made by the State on the account of the centralized

social funds.
Another feature of the development of industry should also

Be seen as a very important factor in bringing the coun-
&ryside close to the town, This is the question of the
miegration of industry with agriculture, the objective of
gradually turning agriculture into an industrial branch of
of the people’s economy. This is a trend which must be
encouraged and supported according to the concrete condi-
fions and possiblities which will be created in the immediate
and more distant future. Under the present-day conditions
of the development of science and technology, the inte-
gration of industry with agriculture is increasingly being
expressed in the form of the creation of industrial-agricul-
tural complexes. Because of this, in the future in our coun-
ry, too, a better coordination has to be carried out in
establishing some branches of industry in the town and the
countryside.

A special aspect of the union of industry with agriculture
15 the extension of auxiliary activities to cooperatives. These
activities are supported by our State, for thev contribute to
the increase of agricultural production and the exploitation
of the potential resources of the countryside, to the best
possible use of manpower and the solution of certain social
problems. However, any extension of the auxiliary activities
to the agricultural cooperatives must always be in harmony,

The pupils of the senior class of the middle school at the
«Zonja Qurre» agricultural cooperative are getting acquainted

- with the initial secrets of technology
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with the needs and development of agriculture, which
is the fundamental field of production in the country-
side.

Moreover, it is necessary to make efforts to achieve, on
a district scale and wherever possible, a specialization among
the agricultural cooperatives on their auxiliary activities,
too, just as is the aim with regard to agricultural and li-

vestock products.

THE CREATION OF IDENTICAL SOCIAL CONDITIONS
IN TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE

o e —_—

The essential social distinctions between the countryside
and the town today include the relations of ownership, the
organization and remuneration of work, the planning and
managing of production, the regulating of discipline at work,
the use of the social consumption funds, etc. These diffe-
rences stem in particular from the existence of the two
forms of socialist property — state and cooperativist pro-
perty.

The narrowing of these differences and the subsequent
creation of identical social conditions in the town and the
countryside is achieved through the turning of the coopera-
tivist property into the property of the entire people. Al-
though this objective cannot be achieved at once, but
only by stages, it must be continuous and uninterrupted.
What will be the road followed by the transformation of
cooperativist property into the property of the entire
people?

Life, and the revolutionary practice of our socialist construc-
tion, shows that the creation of the cooperatives of the
higher type represents one of the forms to bring the coo-
perativist property closer to the property of the entire
pecple. «These cooperatives, — comrade Enver Hoxha teaches
us, - will represent a higher degree of socialization of
the group property on the road of bringing closer to the
property of the entire peoples,

The distinctive feature of the cooperatives of a higher type
is the direct participation of the state in the with nonretur-
nable social means. As a consequence, a property is gradually
created in these cooperatives, which contains elements of
the merger of the cooperativist property with that of the
state, Later on, as a result of other measures to be taken,
it will develop, and gradually eliminate those features
of group property which today distinguish it from state
property.

The course of this process can be neither spontaneous nor
artificiallly accelerated, but it will be carried out in an
organized, planned and guided way. It will be dependent
on economic and ideological factors, such as:

a) the development of the productive forces in the coo-
peratives themselves, and the growth of their economic po-

wers on this basis:

b) the increase of the measure of participation of the state
with centralized social funds, as a consequence of the de-



2 ¢ 5 (6) 1972

velopment . of  industry and the other
economy

branches of the

- ¢) the merger of the funds of the cooperative with the state
funds in order to make the transition in the future to the
guaranteed remuneration of work at the level of the workers

-of the state sector, and to fulfil the social needs of the
cooperativists at the same level;

d) the reduction of the individual plot of land after the
creation of the conditions in which the cooperative can
fulfil with its own products those needs which the cooperati-
vist family fulfils through its individual plot of land.

And above all these factors, it will be the cooperativists who
will decide on the transformation of their property into the
property of the entire people, after having been convin-
ced by their experience of the superiority of this property to
that of the group.

The reaching of soc®al equality between the countryside
and the town cannot be conceived without bringing work
in agriculture closer to work in industry, with regard to
their content and their technical character. What we know
most about this problem today, consists mainly in the ma-
terial aspect for its solution. Complex mechanization and
the raising of the level of the electrical equipment for work
in agriculture, the application of entirely new technigues
to field crops and livestock as well as the development
of chemical aids represent indispensable factors in changing
the 'character of work in the countryside, and drawing
it closer to the work in industry. But for these factors to
be used with due effect and to yield the desired socio-
economic results, they must be accompanied with the rai-
sing of the qualification of the working people of the
countryside, with a closer integration of the work of the
cocperativists with scientific knowledge, with the strengthen-
ing of agrotechnical discipline in every production' pro-
Cess,. etc. -

The dialectical and complex. application of the material fac-
tors of work in agriculture, taken together, will make it
possible to raise productivity in the countryside to the level
required by the approach of agricultural work to industrial
work. It will be decisive for our cooperativist to revolu-
tionize their concepts of work and its organisation in modern
agriculture, for the present-day heavy work in agriculture to
be. lightened and made more attractive to the peasant
youth. .

The increase of agricultural production and  the strengthcn-
ing of the economic situation on this basis have already
made - it possible for many cooperatives to make the transi-
tion to the remuneration of work with guaranteed and
regular pay. This has brought the form of payment for
work in cooperatives close to that of the state enterprises.
Despite this, in individual cooperatives the same quantity
of work is paid at different rates. This stems from the very
character of group property and the economic power of
each cooperative. But irrespective of its size, guaranteed pay
can been established in every cooperative.

With the transition to the remuneration of work with gua-
ranteed pay is created the possibility of doing away with the

ALBANIA TODAY

workday as an economic category of the cooperativist order.
Parallel with this another question arises: should the pay
of the cooperativists be related to the final resuts of pro-
cuction or should it be given at a set level irrespective of
them. If it is to be related, then how in what form and to
what extent, is this to be done. This is a question deserving
of study.

It has become an urgent need and the time has come for work
in the agricultural cooperatives to be organized and guided
on a more sound scientific basis, for order and discipline
at work to be strengtened. For this purpose various techni-
cal and economic measures must be applied. Of special im-
portance in this diretcion is the use of the classification
of cooperativists and remuneration according to their work
and qualification, relying on the system of tariffs and a
basic hourly pay.

In this case there arise two main questions which call for
solution: how broad will be the extent of classification for
the various sectors of agriculture (field crops, stockraising,
fruitgrowing, etc) and what will be the proportion be-
tween the pay of the highest and lowest categories, Both
these questions are of principled and
portance.

practical im-

SOME SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PROBLEMS

In the conditions of our society, we must consider as an
important factor for bringing the countryside closer to the
town, the creation of identical conditions in the fulfilment
of the social and cultural needs of the population of the
ccuntryside and town. A special role in the attainment
of this objective is played by the use of the social fund
of consumption,

A distinctive feature of these recent years is that so-
cial fund of consumption has grown more rapidly than
the personal consumption fund. Under the fourth five-year
plan the social fund of consumption increased by 79 per cent
whereas the personal consumption fund increased by 31
per cent. A considerable part of the social fund of consump-
tion was used chiefly to fulfil the cultural and social needs
of the countryside, such as the completion of the electri-
fication of all the villages, the extension of the trade network,
the fulfilment of the needs of education, culture, health
communal services, etc. The fith five-year plan, too, enwi-
sages an increase of the social consumption fund which will
increase by 55 per cent.

After embarking on the road of socialism, the cooperati-
vist peasantry also began to enjoy many social gains (aid
from the cooperatives for cooperativist families lacking
manpower, the setting up with their own means in some
cooperatives of old age pensions, paid leave for expectant

The working class is the vanguard of socialist construction and
revolutionary transformations in Albanio. Snapshet from the
work of a brigade in the construction of the urea factory in Fier
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mothers, etc.). Despite this, the countryside was still far
from the level of the town with regard to these social pro-
blems. Therefore, it was only natural for the cooperativists
to show concern for their solution. The establishment of
pensions for the cooperativist peasantry too, with the means
of the State and of the cooperatives themselves, is a great
social victory. The main problem remaining for the future
:n this direction is the increase of the contribution by
the state from the centralized social fund, the increase of
the level of the minimum pension of the cooperativists and
the equalizing of the pension age for the working people
of the countryside with that of the working people of

the town.
Important progress has also been made in the countryside

during the years of socialist construction in the sphere of
communal services and living conditions. In the country-
side about 9.000 homes have been built on the average every
year, compared with 7000-9000 apartments built in the town.
Every home is supplied with electric light. A total of over
17.000 handicraft units, bath rooms, laundries, ovens, din-
ing halls and other units have been set up, which help
in the improvement of services and living conditions of the
peasantry.

Under the fifth five-year plan too, a new impetus, is gi-
ven to the question of the improvement of the living con-
ditions in the countryside. During these years 40.000 new
houses will be built. The State will invest 130 milion leks in
building water pipelines alone. Other investments will be
made from social means, for telephone links and building
roads in the countryside, to increase the transport of pas-
sengers from the countryside to the town, etcC Only the
working class State which serves the entire people through
to the end and remains loyal to Marxism-Leninism, can
aim to carry out such popular undertakings. This is possi-
ble to achieve only in a trully socialist society, where all
the people of the town and countryside can enjoy a happy
life.

Even this general view of the situation and tendency
for the narrowing of the essential differences between the
countryside and the town shows that the general line
pursued by the Party and our working class for the building
of the socialism in the countryside has been and remains
a correct Marxist-Leninist one. It has served the strengthening
of the alliance of the working class and peasantry and the
raising of the material and cultural level of the working
people of the countryside and the town.

The elimination of the essential differences between the coun-
tryside and the town, as a manysided and complicated pro-
blem, cannot be fully solved for five or ten years. It requires
putting into operation over a long time, during the entire
period of socialist construction, of all the ideopolitical, so-
cial, material, financial, organisational, technical and other
factors that our society has at its disposal. It goes without
saying that the solution of this problem is in the first
place dependent on the material possiblities created by the
whole national economy and, especially, by the development
of agriculture, and the countryside.




In the laboratory of agrarian microbiology

at the higher State Institute of Agriculture

of Kamza in Tirana,

In the photo: the laboratory worker Klementina Hysi
during the selection of fava tubercules

needed for the production of a preparative




The nature and functions

of our trade, which is an
important link in the constant
improvement of the living
standard of our working
masses

by KICO NGIELA

H@mﬁ-f;—mr-; she CC._of —the PLA;Ministet
of ~Trade.

Socialist Tr

All the programmes of our Party and Government have
aimed and continue to aim at making the life of the
people as happy and prosperons as possible. Our socialist
trade has always served precisely this lofty aim of the
Party and Government.

Eeing nourished by socialist production, by the planned
production of our industry and our intensive agriculture,
a production which 1s organized on the basis of the re-
quirements of the people, our socialist trade also helps
at the same time in the development of production and
in fulfilling the demands of the people. It is not purely
an administrative link or an intermediary factor, but a
form of the economic ties in the field of goods turnover
between industry and agriculture, between the working class
and labouring peasantry, between the town and the country-
side. «Socialist trades — comrade Enver Hoxha has said -
«has never been considered by the Party as a purely tech-
nical apparatus for the distribution of commodities, but has
always been valued by it primarily as a branch of great
economic and social importances.

%

In compliance with the general line of the construction
of the socialist society in our country, the PLA has sct
forth for every year of the five-year plan and for every stage
of socialist construction clear and important tasks and objecti-
ves for the increase of social production and, consequently, for
the gradual raising of the material and cultural standards of
the working masses. These tasks and objectives, which in
general have been successfully realized, also include the
key problems of the economic policy in the field of trade.
The tasks that have been laid down in the field of trade
have expressed the growth of the effectivity of social pro-
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duction, they are based on the objective laws and take
account of the positive trends of our socialist development,
They are analysed and carried out, in conformity with
the ratio between production and consumption, as the two
principal aspects of extended socialist reproduction, and in
all the annual and five-year plans.

In the whole course of our 28-year socialist development,
our socialist trade, developing and strengthening alongside
all the other branches of the country’s economy, has always
played an important role in the improvement of the material
and living conditions of our people as well as in the de-
velopment and perfecting of the country's productive forces.
The successes of socialist trade are mirrored not only in
the strengthening and development of its material-technical
base, expressed in the large network of shops, department
stores, warehouses, workshops, social catering units, etc,,
equipped with various tools and machines, but also in the
Constant improvement of the supply to the people, in the
study and the better fulfilment of their requirements, in
the fulfilment and overfulfilment of the plan targets from
one five-year period to the next.

The successes registered by our socialist trade during every
stage and period of socialist construction in our country
are of importance, but the successes achieved during the
last decade are of special importance due to the very con-
ditions and circumstances under which they were realized.
As 1s known, from the beginning of the 60-s onward, the
Soviet revisionists organized their savage economic blockade
against our country. In this way they joined imperialism in
4 common front hatching anti-Albania plans, thinking that
they would thus realize their subjugating and enslaving
objectives. But our Party, headed by our great leader and
teacher comrade Enver Hoxha, defeated this blockade and
successfully overcome all the difficulties created, mainly
relying on its own forces. Within this whole framework

Of The People

visible progress was also made in the trade sector. This
period, just as the whole period of the development of the
economy of our country, can be rightly characterized as a
period of the further quantitative and qualitative rise of
our socialist trade. This finds expression, among other
things, in the unexampled development of the trade network,
mm its fuller extension through the country’s territory, in-
cluding the distant highland villages. At present there are
no villages which do not boast trade units, This is an
important indicator of the increase of the wellbeing of the
working masses of the town and countryside,

Under the fourth five-year plan (1965-1970) our socialist
trade still better fulfilled its tasks in the field of goods
turnover and in other politico-ideological and technico-
organisational indices. It fulfilled the plan for the fourth
five-year period 4 months ahead of schedule, exceeding it at
the rate of 9 per cent, whereas for the countryside this
index reached 13 per cent. In 1971 our trade also fulfilled
the goods turnover plan to the tune of 102 per cent,
whereas the plan for the first half of the current year has
also been successfully realized and exceeded.

The success achieved in the electrification of all the villa-
ges of the country, which became possible thanks to the
economic power of our country and the revolutionary enthu-
siasm of the cooperativist peasantry, still further increased
the tasks for the trade sectors. With the gradual rise of
the level of the demands of the peasantry, which is connec-
ted with the raising of its cultural and living standards, the
trade workers in the countryside are striving to fulfil ever
better the demands of the cooperativist pesantry, The tasks
in the field of the removal of agricultural and livestock
products from the countryside, as well as in fulfilling the re-
quirements of the countryside for machines, tools and other
equipment are also being carried out better then in the
previous periods.



Artists are oalways favourite
guests of the workers. At the
Durrés shipyard the workers are
listening with pleasure to the
songs of young artists
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Under the fourth five-year plan social catering developed
further, thereby contributing to a large extent, to the
creation of conditions to make it easier for the working
woman to take part in productive work and in the active
life of socialist construction in Albania, and helping her
further in her complete emancipation.

New and greater successes have also been achieved in
the rise of the level of culture and service to the people,
in the strengthening of the trade ties with the broad masses
of buyers and in listening to thecir voice, in the increase

of the abilities and conscientiousness of trade wor
kers, etc.

The 6th Congress of the PLA opened new horizons for the
building of socialism in Albania. The fund of consumption
in the national income will increase at the end of 1975 by
more than 50-55 per cent, as compared with 1970. As a
result of the increase of production and of the purchasing
power of the population, the turnover of mass consumer
goods will increase by over 40 per cent.

Speaking at the Congress, comrade Enver Hoxha said:
«In the struggle to fulfil in the best possible way the
tasks in the field of the increase of wellbeing, a great
role belongs to our socialist trade. The whole activity
of trade must be directly submitted to the regular and un-
interrupted supply of the people with the commeodities they
most need and demand, to the distribution and delivery
it due time to consumer of everything produced by in-
dustry and agriculture which fulfils the needs of the peo-
ple, to the service of the working people in as cultured a
manner as possible.»

These instructions of comrade Enver Hoxha actually consti-
tute the pivot of the whole activity of the orgams and
workers of socialist trade in town and countryside.
Striving to carry out these instructions in practice the trade
workers are doing a big job and are playing an active role
in the increase of production as well as of consumption; in
the extension of the range and the improvement of quali-
ty as well as in the improvement of the structure of
consumption, and in the introduction of as many new
commodities as possible into consumption,

The results achieved in 1971 and those being achieved in
1972 show that the trade workers are analysing and suc-
cessfully implementing the instructions of the Party and of
comrade Enver Hoxha on the improvement of the supply
to the people.

In 1971, in comparison with 1970, there¢ were increases in
sales to the people of the following items: sugar 12 per cent,
rice 14 per cent, macaroni 49 per cent, fats 59 per cent,
cheese 184 per cent, meat 9.7 per cent, vegetables 7.3 per
cent. The supply of milk is improving from year to year.
In the first six months of the current year, in comparison
with the same period of the past year, 22 per cent more
milk was sold to the people. With regard to industrial
(non-food) articles in 1971, also compared with 1970, the
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goods turnover increased by 10.7 per cent, while the sales
9f some main articles increased as follows: readymade
garments 10.2 per cent, hosiery 158 per cent, footwear
29 per cent, glass products 29.2 per cent, aluminium and
saminated utensils 117,8 per cent, eic.

in pecent years there has been an increase of the articles
pelated to the raising of the material and cultural stan-
gards of the people, such as washing machines, sewing
machines, refrigerators, bicycles, radio and TV sets, etc
The specific weight of these articles in the total value of the
ssdustrial (non-food) articles has grown in a satisfactory
way and shows a continual growth.

Our Party and Government in this five-year plan have
Ld down new and greater tasks for the all-round development
of the countryside, for the increase of agricultural production,
the improvement of the supply of the peasantry and of the
sccumulation of agricultural production. The development of
trade will still better respond to this great development of
agriculture. Socialist trade has been charged with the task
of radically improving the level of service and supply to the
countryside, thereby contributing to a large extent to the
narrowing of the essential differences between the town
and countryside, contributing to the strengthening of the
alliance of the working class and cooperativist pea-
santry.

With the establishment of the socialist relations of production
in our country the contrast between production and consump-
tion has disappeared, and everything 1is produced for the
people and serves the people. There exists in our country
wextended production for very broad consumption». There-
fore, the increase of production and of the variety of mass
consumer goods and the constant improvement of their qua-
lity constitutes one of the important tasks not only for
production workers but also for trade workers. Every pro-
duct of our socialist enterprises is guaranteed for iis
good quality, for its usefullness in promoting the health
of the people. In our country there is no competition
and struggle for markets: therefore there is not and cannot
be any fraud concerning gquality. Any action runming counter
to this principle is severaly punished by the State laws.
The pivot of our socialist production is the realization ot
wse-values and not merely of profit as in the case in ca-
pitalism. Production in our country covers not every commo-
dity but in the first place and only those commodities
which have a wuse-value which fulfil the demands and
needs of the people. There is no production, and no thought
of organizing production outside these demands.

New tasks have also been laid down in the fifth five-year
plan in the field of the further development of social ca-
tering. Through the complex development of this sector,
under the fifth five-year plan forward strides will be
made to extend it on a mass scale, to lighten the job
of the working woman of the town and countryside, in

The Albanian environment is rich in aottractive and beautiful
sites and corners where our men and women have a possibility
to rest, entertain themselves and engage in their favourite
sports. A snapshot from a new rest center run by the Trade
Unions in Tushemisht, Pogradec

the improvement of the structure of the network of res-
taurants, dining halls, kitchens, units with semi-processed pro-
ducts, self-service stores, etc., and of an ever broader and
more organized extension to the territory of the cities and
villages.

Social catering in the summer season is developing broadly.
Al our beautiful beaches, in the numerous health resorts
and picturesque sites, the social catering units are ful-
filling ever better and at a high level of quality the re-
quirements of the buyers and mnumerous visitors to these
centres. The large and beautiful hotels with the necessary
tourist comforts, at Durrés beach, in Shkodra and Korga,
in Elbasan, Fier, Berat, Vlora, Gjirokastér and Saranda,
also receive every year, from all parts of the world,
various tourist groups, which leave this country with
very goods impressions of the welcome, service and the
picturesque environment of our country.

The supreme aim of our party, of our socialist order, is
the continuous raising of the wellbeing of the people. The
workers of socialist trade are continually guided in their
work by this lofty principle of our panty. The party
describes the trade workers as servants of the people, as
those who take ‘"the revolutionary line of the party to
the masses of the people. Great ideopolitical and profes-
sional work is done with the trade workers in order 1o
further raise their conscientiousness and capabilities at
work, to raise the level of their service to the people and
the quality of their trade. The advanced trade workers,
by their example at work, are a great force drawing over
the mass of the other trade workers to raise the level
of service to the people.

The trade workers do not measure their work by turn-
over, or by profit. The main thing for them is to speed
up the supply of the people, to fulfil their requirements
better and more quickly, to strive for the increase of
production and the improvement of the quality of com-
modities. The problems connected with the improvement
of the supply of the people are numerous and multifa-
rious. They are closely interwoven with each other as
well as with the other problems of an ideological, political
and social character. Therefore, the trade workers have
based their work on the instruction of the party that, in
order to serve the people in a highly conscientious way,
it is necessary for them to .raise to a higher degree
their ideo-political and professional level. The profound
ideological and political understanding of the tasks by each
trade worker is an indispensable condition for the fulfil-
ment of the tasks laid down by the Party and Government
in the fifth five-year plan, 1971-1975.

The preservation and administration of socialist property
is another main task of the trade workers. They know
that this property belongs to the people in power, that
it is the economic base of our people’s power. For this
reason, the trade sector, too, like all the other sectors
of the people’s economy, has been placed under the direct
control of the working masses. The placing of trade under
the control of the masses, rendering account to them, is
one of the features distinguishing our socialist trade
which provides it with the possibility of always developing
in harmony with the ever growing demands of the people.
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Yuna peonle in the ety museum of K

lllyrian Studies
At The Present Stage

The South lllyrians and their historical, ethnic and cultural ties
with the present-day Albanians in the light of recent studies
and researches. The first symposium of lllyrian studies,
its conclusions and prospects

The first symposium of Illyrian studies
was successfully held in Tirana in Sep-
tember this year. This symposium is of
great importance as it affirms the Al-
banian scientific thought in the field of
liyrianology and opens new prospects
for its further advancement, contribut-
ing to the elucidation of many key pro-
blems in the ethnic, socio-economic, po-
litical and cultural tields. This first sym
posium of Illyrian studies was attended
by Albanian archaeologists,  historians,
linguists and ethnographers and also by
many scholars from wvarious European
countries.

It cannot be said that the Illyrians as
an archaeological problem have only
resently drawn the attention of scholars;
researches to discover their civilization
began almost two centuries ago. But
they have developed in a relatively in-
tensive way mainly in the northern Illy-

by SKENDER ANAMALI

SKENDER ANAMALI - Archaeologist. Di-
rector of the Institute of Archaeology

in Tirana.

rian regions, and their results have been
of considerable interest to Ilyrianology.
But for various reasens, the southern
part  of Illyria, more or less as an
llyrian territory inhabited today by the
Albanians, remained uninvestigated for
a long time. The ancient written tradition
has provided important historic informa-
tion about this territory. Whereas the
problem of the early Albanians, of thejr
ethnogenesis, had for q long time been
taken up only by the linguists, and, for
lack of archaeological material, remai-
ned their sprivilegeds ftields of investi-
gation. This is why the young Alba-
nian archaeology, as soon as it began to
take its first steps, gave priority in its
research work to the two above-men-
tioned problems. In reality they consti-
tuted one single but complicated pro-
blem, because they concern the ancient
inhabitants of the territory inhabited by
the Albanians, and therefore they con-
cern their predecessors, the very gene-
sis of the Albanians. The fact that the
Albanian territory is also the territory
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inhabited by the Illyrians proper and
that here the Byzantine chroniclers of
the early Middle Ages mention for the
first time in the 11th century «les ar-
banois. a name which replaced that ol
the Illyrians, could not fail to have a
positive mfluence.

It is only over the past two decades
that the archaeological researches aboul
this problem have been developing in
Albania. With patience and persistence,
traversing not only the lowland coas-
tal regions and the river valleys, bul
also the highland areas, the archaeolo-
gists have worked an archaeological
survey of Albania, choosing every year
the centres where the research work
was to be carried out. A person whe
becomes acquainted with Lhe archeolo-
gical centres of Albania, which was des-
cribed by the French archaeologist Sa-
lomon Reinach, at the beginning of this
century, as une tache blanches finds
it ditticult to specify which region deser-
ves the greatest attention, for he will
tind prehistoric settlements, early Illy-
rian fortified settlements, tumulary gra-
pes, ruins of ancient and medieval ci-
ties. Encouraged by (he results of the
archaeological ~research and excavation
work, the Albanian archaeologists have
organized scientific sessions at which
they have discussed broadly the fun-
damental problems raised on the basis
of the recent discoveries. It is the recent
archaeological discoveries and the con-
clusions drawn from them that created
the conditions for and the necessity of
organizing the first symposium of Ily-
rlan studies, a symposium which is of
national and international character.

1. — As a symposium devoted to the Ily-
rians it was but natural that it had as
its Hrst theme the problem of the for-
mation of the Illyrian ethnos, broadly
discussed by archaeologists, historians and
linguists. This time the problem is dis-
cussed against a broader archaeological
documentary background derived from
the recent discoveries. Such a situation
naturally justilies the meed to revise the
old thesis of the origin of the Illyrians
and at the same time to the appearan-
ce of the antithesis. According to the
old thesis it is accepted that the Illy-
rians had inhabited the western part of
the Balkan peninsula — having the Thra-
cians as their eastern neighbours, and
Hellenes as their southern neighbours —

from the beginning of the first mille-
nium before our era (ie. in the iron age)
and that they came somewhat earlier
— towards the end of the bronze age -
from Central Europe or from some other
northern area where they had formed
as an ethnos. But alongside this thesis
was also formulated the opinion thal
the Illyrians, or rather the proto-lllyrians,
also inhabited the Balkan peninsula dur-
ing the 2nd millenium B.C., but with-
out acknowledging the absolute autoch-
tony of the latter.

Albanian archaeology began the discus-
sion on the origin of the lllyrians and
their autochtony in the Balkans after
the excavation work carried out on the
tumulary graves of Vajza (Vlora, South-
West Albania) and Pazhok (Central Al-
bania), and following the discovering ma-
de in the prehistoric dwellings of Malig
and Treni or in the Korga area (South-
East Albania). The above discoveries,
which at the beginning indicated a con-
tinuity of settlement, culture and ethnos
from the bronze to the iron age indicated
that the Illyrians were inhabitants and
bearers of the discovered material cultu-
re. led archaeologists to the conclusion
that the culture of the INyriun ethnos
was formed in the Balkans during the
second millenium B.C., and 1o the
thesis of the aulochtony of the
Illyrians. By further investigating this
problem, especially the ties with
the Indoeuropean palaeobalkanic  po-
pulation, which settled down several cen-
turies earlier and belonged to the bear-
ors of the Balkano-Anatolic cultural com-
plex, by properly determining the road of
the formation of the culture of the Illy-
rian ethnos, it was established that at the
end of the bronze age there already exis-
ted in Albania a broad Illyrian communmnity
with clear cultural and linguistic fea-
fures.

2 - While looking for the leatures of the
[llyrian culiure during the first mille-
nium B.C., in which as a result of the
introduction of iron metal and of the
general economic and social development
the Illyrians entered the stage of their
greatest flourishing, it became possible
to distinguish two important archaeolo-
gically and historically well defined sta-
ges. The first stage js that of the be-
ginning of the disintegration of the order
of the primitive community and with it
are conmected the numerous tumulary
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graves and the lortresses built with so-
called cyclopean walls and the appearan-
ce of large Illyrian tribal and federal
formations. It is interesting to point out
that the archaeological material disco
pered in the tumulary graves with strong
local teatures contradicts a new opinion
which tries to see in the Illyrians not a
single ethnos but a population formed by
iribes of different origins and cultures.

3, — A problem which the Albanian ar-
chaeological discoveries have the merit of
having placed on the correct path lo its
solution is that of the urbanization of
South Illyria, in the period of its inde-
pendant political development. Certainly,
a great contribution to this has been
made by the excavation work carried oul
hoth in the ruins of the known Illy-
rian cities such as Amantia, Lissus, DI
mallum and Antigoneia (the last two
mentioned have recently been identified
on the basis of epigraphs) as well as in
the ruins of the Illyrian cities of Lower
Selca, Pogradec, Irmay, Zgérdhesh, Hollm,
Xibér, etc. The multifarious character
of the archaeological discoveries, begin-
ning with the architectural monuments,
such as the surrounding walls with their ad-
ditions or the construction works of his-
torical importance such as the stadium
of Amantia, the portico of Dimallum, the
monumental graves in Lower Selea, the
houses of Antigoneia, and ending with
the mass-scale productions of the cities -
ceramics for household use, weapons ard
work tools, decorations and works of
plastic art, have allowed the archaeolo-
gists to pursue the development of the
[llyrian cities from their birth to their fall
or destruction. Being aware of the diffi-
culties of the problem of its genesis, they
have followed the road of the birth ol
the Illyrian town as an economic and S0
cial phenomenon, which helps also in
discovering the basis of the Illyrian sta
te. Some documentary data have shown
the investigators of this problem that in
the life of the Illyrian cilies, especially
in the tirst period. two stages must be
distinguished: the V-IV centuries (the
first half) as the stage of the birth
and formation of the Illyrian town, and
towards the end of the IV-II centuries
the stage of their greatest prosperity.
A third stage is the period of the Roman

occupation.
The second stage is  Dbetter known.
At this time the archaeological —ma-
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terial indicates a lively building ac-
tivity, a great development of handi-
craft production, an extended trade acti-
vity, assisted also by the appearance in
the market and in circulation of Illy-
rian currency (besides the Illyrian cities
of Amantia, Bylis, Olympe, Skodra, Lis-
sus and Foinike, money was also coined
by the Illyrian king Monuni, Mytih, Genti
and by the Labeat and Daors communi-
ties); and indicates too a special admi-
mistrative organisation and a develop-
ment of art. All these are testimonies
to a rich urban life. Such an economic,
social and culiural development was en-
countered by the Romans in South [lly-
ria when they started their baitles for
the occupation of the Balkan peninsula.

4. — Also connected with the Illyrians is
the problem of the early Albanians; in
other words the problem of the preser-
vation of the Illyrian popsglation during
the Roman occupation, and of the Illy-
rian-Albanian continuity. In this field,
too, archaeological researches have made
a valuable contribution. In placing the
[llyrians in the forefront of the history
of the Albanian people, the historians
have above all {aken into considera-
tion the results of archaeology for a
period of almost a thousand years.

In the first place they have become ac-
quainted with the material and intellec-
tual culture of the Illyrians during Lhe
Roman occupation, especially in the very
difficult 4-century period of the empire.
The archaeological material, the Latin

inscriptions (in the Latin-speaking areas),
the cults and religion, the handicraft

and artistic products, have continually
shown the presence of the local, Illy-
rinn, element Thic element wiae seen in
anthroponymy, in funeral rites, cults, in
clothing, art, etc., until the end of the
IV century of our era when the Roman
Empire was divided in to two  parts.
While at the end of the fourth century
B.C. the danger of romanization disap-
peared, and the romanization had not
been such as to liquidate the Illyrian po-
pulation, as some scholars have sugges-
ted without thoroughly investigating the
archaeological material, a new danger
appeared in the Balkan peninsula a liltle
later: the great invasion of the peoples
coming from the North. While the earlier
invasions caused damage because they
wete followed by plunder and destruction,
the invasion of the Avars and especially of

the Slavs after the VII century brought
about consequences in the composition
aof the ancient Balkan population. This
latter event brought to light the theory
of the sslavizations of the Illyrians, but
without basing it on the archaeological
material.

The discovery of a series of graves per-
taining to the early Middle Ages in North
and Central Albania, as well as the fact
that many ancient Illyrian cities conti-
nued to exist in the Middle Ages and
the birth of new cities in the early Mid-
dle Ages, gave rise from the Dbegin-
ning to a debate on the question of the
Slav colonization of the Illyrian territories
and at the same lime placed in a diffe-
rent historical background the question
of the sfocus« of the preservation of an
ancient Illyrian nucleus. In other words,
the archaeological findings showed a
continuity of seitlement and culiure, of
the Illyrians, Roman-provincial cultural
elements, and Byzantine influences, but
nowhere the presence of Slavs. On the
other hand, the discovery of the Illy-
rian-Albanian cultural ties, the uninter-

rupted continuation of wrban life,
did not supporl the suggestion Lthal
the Albamians are the successors of

those small groups of Illyrians who
sheltered in distant higland areas, even
in «the closed Mati valleys. The eviden-
ce of a continuity of settlement and cul-
ture also refuted the theory of linguists
and of some historians, according to
which the Albanians, as successors of
the [llyrians or Thracians or Thraco-

IMyrians. are not anutochihonous in their
territory, but immigrants.

In face of these recent archaeological
facts, the thesis most clearly substan-
tiated from the lnguistic and ethnogra-
phic viewpoint too, remains that, accor-
dinng to which the Albanians arec suc-
cessors of the Illyrians and autochto-
nous fnhahitanis of their land. A further
testimony to this is the name they bear,
which draiws its source from the Illyrian
Albanoi who, according to the Alexan-
drine geographer of the second century
B.C. — Ptolemy, were living behind of
the city of Durrés.

These are not the only problems that
were discussed at the first symposium ol
Hlyrian studies. Outside the field of ar-
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chaeology remained the problems of the
[llyrian state and of the place of the
formation of the Albanian language. In
general, following the extension of (he
Albanian researches it can be said that
these problems are on the way to their
correct solution. They were examined
in an allround way in the numerous
lectures and papers delivered during the
proceedings of the symposium of I[lly-
rian studies, which was a success of
Albanian scientific thought. No doubt, at
coming scientific forums they will be
more enlightened by the new discoveries
and jointly with them our archaeology
will also discuss other problems with re-
gard to which it has already started to
have ils say.
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